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Aerojet radiation to be studied for cancer risk
By Marianne Napoles
The California Depart-

ment of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) has re-
quired that the eff ects of 
chemicals of concern and 
depleted uranium at the 
former munitions plant at 
Aerojet in Chino Hills be 
included in a cancer risk 
calculation.

Aerojet manufactured 
and tested explosives and 
chemical warfare agents 
from 1954 to 1995 at the 
end of Woodview Road, 
south of Peyton Drive, un-
der government contracts.

The site has been under-
going cleanup under DTSC 
oversight since 1997.

The city of Chino Hills 
asked for a health and 
ecological risk assessment 
after residents expressed 
concerns during a commu-
nity meeting in 2016.

Russ Edmonton, spokes-
person for the DTSC, said 

Submitted photo

Administration buildings at Aerojet are shown at the top of Woodview 
Road, south of Peyton Drive in Chino Hills.

See CAUGHT, Page A2
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Son of fi re board member says board violated Brown Act
By Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Fire Dis-

trict board members will 
discuss in closed session 
Wednesday the details of a 
letter from the son of board 
member Winn Williams de-
manding the district “cease 
and desist” from practices 
he claims violate the Brown 
Act open meeting law.

The closed session meet-
ing will take place after the 
board’s regular-scheduled 
meeting at 6 p.m. at 14011 
City Center Drive, Chino 
Hills. The regular meeting 
is open to the public. 

Kyle Williams of Chino 
Hills, the adult son of the 
twice-censured board 

member, claims in his Sept. 
25 letter to board president 
John DeMonaco that Mr. 
DeMonaco and three board 
members exchanged infor-
mation and acted without 
public notice, basing his al-
legation on a Dec. 26 email 
from Chief Tim Shackelford. 

The chief's email to board 
members stated Winn Wil-
liams had a negative inter-
action with the clerk of the 
board a few days earlier 
when he asked her to make 
two copies of paperwork 
pertaining to his 17-year 
retirement dispute with 
the fi re district. Winn Wil-
liams was not a recipient of 
the email, which was later 
presented during a board 

meeting.
The clerk informed Winn 

Williams that using district 
equipment for personal use 
was against state law and 
board policy. He claims the 
copies were needed for a 
fi re board consultant.

Chief Shackelford had the 
district’s lawyer Jeff  Ball-
inger write a letter to Winn 
Williams stating that using 
district equipment for per-
sonal use was prohibited 
and it was not fair to put 
the clerk in the position of 
violating board policy and 
state law.

Winn Williams claimed 
Mr. DeMonaco directed Mr. 
Ballinger to write the letter 
which Kyle Williams said 

violates board policy and 
state law because it was 
done “unilaterally and with-
out approval of the majority 
of the board.” 

“He has no authority to 
individually act as judge 
and jury and conclude that 
another board member 
has committed a violation,” 
Winn Williams said.

In the Dec. 26 email to 
board members, Chief 
Shackelford wrote “as I an-
ticipate Director Williams 
bringing this issue up with 
you, either privately or at 
the upcoming board meet-
ing, I feel that is important 
that you be aware of what 
occurred. I shared informa-
tion about the situation with 

the risk must be addressed 
in the report because there 
has not been a site-wide 
comprehensive calculation 
of cancer risk for the de-
pleted uranium.

He also said the radio-
logic health branch of the 
California Department of 
Public Health would be in-
volved in the calculation of 
radiation risk.

Depleted uranium
After 1974, operations 

involved research, de-
velopment and testing of 
armor-piercing incendiary 
projectiles composed of 
depleted uranium.

Aerojet tested depleted 
uranium projectiles by fi r-
ing them into target plates 
and sand to establish per-
formance.

The 800-acre site con-
sisted of 400 acres of Aero-
jet land, and another 400 
acres of privately-owned 

The skeleton in Sleepy 
Hollow dubbed “Hol-
low Man” waves to 
commuters on Car-
bon Canyon Road 
near Rosemary Lane, 
where the old mail-
boxes used to stand 
near the creek. It is 
Hollow Man’s sec-
ond annual appear-
ance, placed by a fun-
loving resident who 
hopes Hollow Man's 
skull will not be de-
capitated like it was 
last year.

For Halloween and 
fall events in the Chi-
no Valley, See Page A6

'Hollow Man' returns

Teachers receive raises for this school year, next
By Dawn Marks

The Associated Chino 
Teachers (ACT) ratifi ed an 
agreement with the Chino 
Valley school district Sept. 26, 
nearly 90 days after its previ-
ous contract had expired. 

The new contract covers 
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 
2022.  

It calls for a two and a half 
percent salary increase, and 
a one-time salary increase of 
a half-percent eff ective July 1, 
2019. 

For the 2020-21 school 
year, teachers will receive a 
two percent salary increase 
with a one-time one percent 
increase eff ective July 1, 
2020. 

The district’s maximum an-

nual contribution of $7,644 for 
health and welfare premiums 
has remained unchanged 
since July 1, 2016. 

In non-fi nancial negotia-
tions, ACT President Brenda 
Walker said it was important 
that class sizes in grades tran-
sitional kindergarten through 
third stayed the same with 
a ratio of 24 students to one 
teacher. 

Another item is the inclusion 
for the fi rst time of Profession-
al Learning Communities or 
PLCs, which are collaborative 
groups of teachers by depart-
ments or grade levels. 

Ms. Walker said PLCs are a 
“big priority” for the school dis-
trict and new language was 
needed to specify how meet-
ings will be handled. 

Two teachers had com-
plained to the board last 
month about the required 
meetings being added to their 
workload. 

The addition of a new sal-
ary schedule for speech lan-
guage pathologists starting at 
$73,843 per year is more in 
line with other school districts, 
Ms. Walker said. 

The district does not have 
enough speech language pa-
thologists and has for years 
had to contract with outside 
companies to fi ll positions.       

Resource Specialist Pro-
gram elementary teachers will 
now receive a budget of up to 
$1,000 per year to be used for 
additional hours, substitutes 
or materials.  

Ms. Walker said ACT ap-

proved psychologists for 
union membership in 2018 
and starting this year, health 
counselors and behavioral 
intervention counselors were 
added.  

Bargaining for the contract 
language of these positions 
will continue. 

Since last year’s Supreme 
Court ruling in Janus v. AFSC-
ME, unions cannot mandate 
that its members pay dues for 
services.    

Ms. Walker said the Court 
decision has had little eff ect 
on the Chino Valley chapter 
which added approximately 
40 new members this year to 
its rolls of “1,300 plus” mem-
bers who pay dues.  

Union dues increased 
slightly this year to $116 per 

month. New wording to the 
teacher’s contract states that 
the ACT will not cover the cost 
of arbitration for its non-union 
members. 

Contract negotiations will 
resume in fall 2020 for the 
2021-22 school year. 

In other action, the school-
board voted 4-0 to against 
increasing its compensation  
this school year and again in 
2020-21. Trustee Irene Her-
nandez-Blair was not pres-
ent for the vote because of 
illness, Superintendent Norm 
Enfi eld said. 

The board also approved
payment for Ms. Hernandez-
Blair for missed meetings on 
Sept. 19 and Oct. 3.

See related story, Page 
A3.

Suspect who escaped Chino Hills Police station caught in Chino

Robbery suspect jailed,

two teenagers sought
By Josh Thompson
Chino Police jailed a rob-

bery suspect Sunday night 
accused of brandishing 
a revolver at two people. 
They are also looking for 
two teenage boys accused 
in a separate robbery two 
days earlier.

Offi  cers were called at 
10:16 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 
29 on an armed robbery 
report near Riverside Drive 
and Monte Vista Avenue. 
Two victims reported they 
were waiting on the corner 
when a man armed with a 
black revolver walked up to 
them, said Chino Police Lt. 
Ryan Croley.

“One of the victims threw 
his property on the ground 
and fl ed,” he said.

Minutes later, the sus-
pect was seen in the 13000 

block of Monte Vista Av-
enue. He ran from offi  cers 
and was caught and ar-
rested at 10:27 p.m. in 
the 13000 block of Cardiff  
Place, Lt. Croley said.

Devante Randall, 27, of 
Chino, was booked into 
the West Valley Detention 
Center on suspicion of rob-
bery, resisting or delaying 
an offi  cer and an outstand-
ing warrant. 

He is being held on 
$20,000 bail, according to 
jail records.

Lt. Croley said offi  cers 
searched the area, fi nding 
a wallet, cell phone and the 
suspect’s shirt. The lieuten-
ant said an investigation is 
underway to confi rm that 
the wallet and cell phone 
belonged to the victim.

By Josh Thompson
Three days after a 

24-year-old Chino man es-
caped from the Chino Hills 
Police Department after be-
ing detained for suspicion of 
burglary, Chino police found 
him Sept. 28 hiding in a 
bush on Edison Avenue.

The suspect, Eric Adrian 
Chavira, was discovered af-
ter an extensive search fol-

lowing a short police pursuit.
He is being held with-

out bail at the West Valley 
Detention Center, facing 
charges of felony evading, 
resisting or delaying an of-
fi cer, possession of a sto-
len vehicle and a probation 
violation, according to jail 
records.

Chino police offi  cers saw 
a 2016 Subaru Impreza that 
had been reported stolen 

from Pomona at 10:48 a.m. 
near Euclid and Hellman av-
enues, said Lt. Ryan Croley.

“The vehicle failed to yield 
to police lights and sirens 
and a vehicle pursuit was 
initiated,” the lieutenant 
said. The driver parked the 
car near Euclid and Edison 
avenues and ran.

An unidentifi ed passenger 
was detained without inci-
dent as offi  cers surrounded 

the area to look for the driv-
er.

At 1:28 p.m., the suspect 
was found hiding in a bush 
in the 6800 block of Edison 
Avenue. He was taken into 
custody, Lt. Croley said. 

Mr. Chavira escaped the 
Chino Hills Police Depart-
ment at 14077 Peyton Drive 
around 4:37 p.m. Sept. 25 
as he was being detained as 
a suspect in a Sept. 2 or 3 

burglary of Chino Hills High 
School, located at 16150 
Pomona Rincon Road, said
Chino Hills Police Capt.
John Walker.

Chino Hills police took Mr.
Chavira into custody from 
inside a car in the 13100
block of 11th Street in Chino. 
“Property was seen inside
that vehicle that matched

President DeMonaco, and 
at his request, engaged le-
gal counsel. The attached 
letter to Director Williams 
from Mr. Ballinger covers 
the important details of 
what took place and why it 
is problematic.”

In the email, Chief Shack-
elford reminded the four 
fi re board members not to 
share their opinion of the 
situation with each other 
“as there may be a need for 
‘board action’ related to this 
at some point in the future.”

Mr. DeMonaco and board 
members Harvey Luth, 
Sarah Evinger-Ramos and 
Mike Kreeger denied Winn 

See ACT, Page A3
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