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Happy
trails
Chino Hills trails 
are enhanced with 
kiosks and mile-
markers thanks 
to the Chino Hills 
Community 
Foundation.
Pages B1

Damaged 
by fi re
A longtime burger 
restaurant in Chino 
is damaged after a 
nighttime attic fi re 
erupts Oct. 15. 
Page A3

Halloween 
haunts
Several Chino 
Valley homes are 
decorated and 
ready to welcome 
trick-or-treaters in 
a safe environment.
Page B6

Sale 
complete
The Crossings at 
Chino Hills 
apartment complex 
sells for $130 
million to an 
Irvine-based real 
estate service. 
Page B5

Deputy 
honored
Chino Hills 
Police Department 
Deputy Jonathan 
Drayer is honored 
by MADD for 29 
DUI arrests 
made in 2019.
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Ballots being returned in high numbers
By Marianne Napoles
The San Bernardino 

County Registrar of Voters 
offi  ce mailed more than 1 
million ballots on Oct. 5, and 
as of Oct. 21, the number 
of voted ballots that have 
been returned is 212,243, 
which represents a 19.34 
percent overall turnout with 
less than two weeks to go 
before Election Day on Nov. 
3.

In the November 2016 
election, with the same 
number of days before elec-
tion day, there were 68,204 
cumulative returns, a total 
of 7.68 percent, according 
to the Registrar of Voters 
offi  ce.

As of Oct. 16, the number 
of returned voted ballots 
was 131,967, compared to 
the November 2016 elec-
tion when 9,720 votes bal-
lots  were returned on that 
date for a turnout of 1.13 
percent. 

In Chino Hills, the city held 
a ballot drive-through event  
Thursday in the roundabout 
near City Hall in which 100 
ballots were collected in the 
fi rst two hours (see photo 
this page).

No widespread delays 

have been reported to date 
in San Bernardino County 
regarding U.S. Post Offi  ce 
delivery of vote-by-mail bal-
lots, according to the Regis-
trar of Voters offi  ce. 

Vote-by-mail ballots must 
be postmarked no later than 
Nov. 3. 

Residents can view how 
many voted ballots are be-
ing returned by visiting sb 
countyelections.com, click 
on the Elections tab, fol-
lowed by Current Elections.

There, they can fi nd all 
the information for the cur-
rent election. The “Mail Bal-
lot Return Statistics” are lo-
cated toward the bottom of 
the page.

Still time to register
Residents who missed the 

Oct. 19 deadline to register 
to vote may still do so under 
the “conditional voter reg-
istration” law provided as a 
safety net for Californians 
who miss the deadline.

Same-day voting allows 
citizens to register and vote 
at the same time, up to and 
including Election Day.

Registered voters who 
have moved but have not 
yet updated their address 
may also register to vote 
under the law.

Photo by Denise Cattern
Chino Hills resident J.C. Nubla drops off ballots into a ballot box held by
Chino Hills City Clerk Cheryl Balz during a drive-through dropoff event 
Thursday at City Hall. Ms. Balz said the event was a hit with residents. In 
the fi rst two hours, 100 ballots were collected. "We received so many posi-
tive comments and we assured our voters that their ballots are secure," said 
the city clerk. The County Registrar picked up the ballots at 8 p.m. after the 
event.

Eligible citizens must 
make an in-person visit to 
their polling place or county 
elections offi  ce to complete 
the “same day voter regis-
tration” process.

They will be asked to fi ll 

out a voter registration form 
and will be provided a bal-
lot.

Once county elections 
offi  cials have verifi ed the 
voter registration form, their 
ballots will be processed 

and counted.
Polling places

Polling places will be 
open for four days, from 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 3, so that 
voters can avoid long lines 

See VOTING, Page A2

Splash pad 
costs to be
studied in
Chino Hills

By Marianne Napoles
Aware of the high cost of 

a splash pad and a city bud-
get impacted by COVID, the 
Chino Hills Parks and Recre-
ation Commission asked for 
a feasibility study so that rec-
ommendations can be made 
when the time is right.

The splash pad is one of 
the top items on the recre-
ation wish list of residents.

“All of us are conscious of 
the costs but why not start our 
homework,” Chairman Greg 
Higgins said at Wednesday 
night’s commission meeting. 
“We’re not in a position fi s-
cally to do this right away but 
I think there is a desire in the 
community for a splash pad.”

Commissioner Jen Holt-
kamp, who asked that the 
matter be placed on the agen-
da, acknowledged it would be 
a huge investment but a great 
addition to the city, along with 
the many beautiful parks.

Half a million
Community services direc-

tor Jonathan Marshall said 
when considered by the city 
council in 2008, the estimate 
provided by RJM Design 
Group was $458,850 for a 
1,300-square-foot splash pad 
at Butterfi eld Park.

“The community has clear-
ly voiced their desires for a 
splash pad, but half a million 
dollars give me some heart 
palpitations,” vice chairwom-
an Samantha James-Perez 
said. “Can we justify that? Do 
we have funding sources?”

Mr. Marshall said splash 
pad costs could range from 
simple to grandiose and staff  
would look at a variety of 
funding sources.

‘Bad decision’
Chino Hills resident Mitch 

Mohlman told the commis-
sion that a splash pad was a 
bad decision and not just for 
fi nancial reasons, noting that 
the cost was half a million dol-
lars 12 years ago.

Mr. Mohlman said a splash 
pad that uses recycled water 
consumes at least a swim-
ming pool’s worth of water 
per month. “And that’s re-
cycled water,” he said. “If not 
recycled, it’s like turning on a 
hose.” 

He said maintenance and 
repair costs should be con-
sidered.

Mr. Mohlman said safety 
and liability are serious con-
cerns, citing the Sept. 8 
death of a 6-year-old boy in 
Texas who was infected with 
an amoeba that was traced 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention to a 
splash pad located outside 
the Lake Jackson civic center.

He spoke out against the 
splash pad in 2008 for many 

COVID-19 cases increase at California Institution for Men
By Josh Thompson
A recent increase in the 

number of the COVID-19 
cases among inmates at the 
California Institution for Men 
(CIM) in Chino has prison 
offi  cials taking extra steps 
to help mitigate the spread 
of the virus by moving medi-
cally vulnerable inmates and 
continually requiring the use 
of face coverings.

“CDCR (California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Re-
habilitation) takes the health 

and safety of those who live 
and work in our state prisons 
very seriously,” CDCR press 
secretary Dana Simas said 
Tuesday.

“CIM is taking extraordi-
nary steps to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19, includ-
ing moving inmates identi-
fi ed as medically vulnerable 
for COVID-19 complications 
from open-dorm settings to 
celled housing, staggering 
recreation, showers and din-
ing in cohorts, and continu-
ing to require facial barriers 

be worn by all staff  and in-
carcerated persons.”

Since Sept. 4, the prison 
at 14901 Central Ave. has 
had 293 positive infections 
among inmates, including 
42 in the past 14 days, ac-
cording to CDCR statistics.

Fifty-three percent of the 
prison’s population equal to 
1,222 inmates have been 
tested for the virus in the 
past two weeks, Ms. Simas 
said.

Prison staff  is tested every 
seven days, she added.

By Marianne Napoles
Chino Hills Mayor Art Ben-

nett had a ministroke at his 
home on Saturday, Oct. 17 
and was taken by ambulance 
to a local hospital where he 
was released 24 hours later.

Mayor Bennett, who is 
seeking re-election to the 
city council on Nov. 3, said 
he was diagnosed with “tran-
sient ischemic attack” (TIA), 
defi ned as a brief interruption 
of blood fl ow to the brain that 
may cause temporary stroke-
like symptoms but does not 
damage brain cells or cause 
permanent disability.

The mayor said he will take 
it easy but does not plan to 
discontinue his duties such 
as taking part in a video 

shoot that was to take place 
Oct. 21 for veterans that will 
be aired on Veterans Day.

Mr. Bennett said he felt 
fl ushed and dizzy with tin-
gling in his legs at approxi-
mately 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 17 
and asked his wife to call 
9-1-1.

He was given a CT scan, 
carotid ultrasound, and an 
MRI, in addition to blood-
work.

“The good news is every-
thing came back negative. I 
was given a second chance,” 
he said. 

Mr. Bennett, 73, said this 
was a ministroke, also known 
as a “warning” stroke.

“This one scared me,” Mr. 
Bennett said, who has had a 
few health scares in the past 

several years. “I’m viewing 
this as a good warning to ex-
ercise more and maintain a 
healthy diet.”

According to the American 
Stroke Association, the term 
“warning stroke” is used be-
cause TIA can foretell a full 

stroke and should be taken 
seriously.

Anyone can have a TIA, 
but the risk increases with 
age and risk factors, accord-
ing to the Association, which 
is a division of the American 
Heart Association. Mr. Ben-
nett said he has been play-
ing it safe with COVID and 
has not attended in-person 
church since the pandemic.

“I still plan on winning this 
election and serving not only 
the residents of District 3 but 
the whole city,” Mr. Bennett 
said.

The mayor is seeking a 
fourth term on the city coun-
cil, having been on the coun-
cil since 2008. 

He served as mayor in 
2012, 2016, and 2020.

Chino Hills Mayor Bennett upbeat after ministroke

Art Bennett

Since the pandemic be-
gan in March, 1,407 inmates 
tested positive for the virus.

Of those, 1,304 inmates 
recovered and 25 inmates 
died from complication of 
the virus, prison statistics 
show. 

The latest death took 
place Oct. 15.

Currently, 42 inmates at 
the prison are positive for 
COVID-19.

Nearly 250 CIM employ-
ees have contracted the 

See CIM, Page A4

Sycamore Academy photo

Sycamore Academy charter school custodian Brandon King uses a Clorox 360 machine to disinfect 
indoor areas at the TK-8 school located at 15650 Pipeline Ave. in Chino Hills. Classrooms up to 
grades six will reopen on Monday after the school received a waiver from the state last week. 

State allows charter school to open
By Dawn Marks 

Sycamore Academy of 
Science and Cultural Arts 
Chino Valley Charter School, 
located on Pipeline Avenue 
in Chino Hills, will open for 
in-person instruction start-

ing Monday after receiving 
a waiver from the California 
Department of Public Health 
for grades TK-6.   

Schools in San Bernardino 
County, in the purple tier, 
cannot open for in-person 
instruction unless they obtain 

elementary school waivers 
or follow strict guidance for 
small groups.

This waiver is applicable 
only for grades TK-6, even if 
the grade confi guration at the 
school includes additional 
grades.

Sycamore’s director Bar-
bara Hale said the school 
applied for a waiver about 
a month ago and last week 
received a notice of ap-
proval. 

She said about 85 percent 
See SCHOOL, Page A4

See SPLASH, Page A2


