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Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Kaitlyn Strosnider, a third grader at Chaparral Elementary School in Chino 
Hills, has a view of the tile she created depicting a single fl ower with the 
words “Life at the Park, Dream.” She attended a tile showcase ceremony 
with her classmates Wednesday.

See PARK, Page A3

Los Serranos Park features zipline, rock climbing walls
By Marianne Napoles

Under grey skies, children 
and adults gathered at Los 
Serranos Park Wednesday 
morning to celebrate the 
future park and imaginative 
tiles students created for it.

Chaparral Elementary 
School fi fth grader David 
Jaramillo said the park 
will be “a good park -- our 
park,” as he joined his 
classmates at the circular 
bench around the courtyard 
where the tiles are being 
placed.

Faith Jaloma, 11, proudly 
held her tile showing a girl 
on a swing with the words 
“Fun in the Park.”

A tree will be planted in 
the center of the courtyard. 
Councilman Brian Johsz, 
while heading over to play 
on the equipment, said he 
hoped it would be an oak, 
the tree on the city logo.

The 6-acre park on Po-
mona Rincon Road at 
Bird Farm Road, adjacent 

to Chaparral and designed 
by RJM Design Group, has 

been under construction 
since September.

It will feature a full basket-
ball court, a playground with 

Bridge projects, 60 Freeway paving coming soon
By Brenda Dunkle

More than 60 people 
showed up at the Chino Po-
lice Department Wednesday 
evening to hear about four 
bridge projects and a major 
re-pavement of the 60 Free-
way that could impact drivers 
in the Chino Valley, beginning 
as early next month.

Offi  cials from the California 
Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) District 8, the San 
Bernardino County Transpor-
tation Authority and the City 
of Chino provided maps and 
fl yers about the project and 
fi elded questions.

60 Freeway re-pavement
Beginning this summer, 

Caltrans plans to replace 
concrete and re-pave both 
sides of the 60 Freeway be-
tween Euclid Avenue on the 

Chino/Ontario border and the 
60/91/215 interchange in Riv-
erside County. The project is 
expected to begin in July and 
be completed by summer 
2021.

A section between Village 
Road and Valley Way in the 
Jurupa Valley area has al-
ready been completed.

Approximately $16.9 million 
of the project’s $147 million 
cost is coming from SB-1, the 
gas tax approved by voters in 
April 2017.

Caltrans spokeswoman 
Terri Kasinga said the agen-
cy will try to come up with 
ideas to take the sting out 
of the project for drivers, but 
Caltrans staff  members said 
there may be weekends 
when sections of the freeway 
will be closed, and traffi  c di-
verted. See BRIDGE, Page  A3

Three bridges project
Beginning in June, three 

water lines, two gas lines and 
one sewer line associated 
with three bridges that cross 
over the 60 Freeway in Chino 
will be relocated so the main 
construction on the bridges 
can begin.

The Pipeline, Monte Vista 
and Benson avenues bridges 
will be demolished and re-
built about 1 1/2 feet higher 
to avoid collisions with high-
profi le vehicles, particularly 
semi-trucks. The bridges will 
also be brought to current 
seismic standards.

The work will be done in 
three phases, with the Pipe-
line Bridge fi rst, Monte Vista 
second, and Benson third. 
Traffi  c will be diverted to one 

Chino's 2019 Hall of Fame inductees named

See FAME, Page A3

features such as a place to 
spin gears, a zipline, rock 
climbing walls, dual slide, 
exercise stations, and a 
sidewalk area for traditional 
games like foursquare and 
hopscotch, as requested 
by Mayor Cynthia Moran.

The hopscotch is in the 
form of a large yellow sun-
fl ower with numbers on the 
leaves of the stalk.

Also included is a rest-
room, walking path and a 
gazebo.

Crews hope to have the 
park completed by the end 
of the year, despite rainy 
weather that hampered 
construction because of 
the clay-type soil in Chino 
Hills.

Contractor is Kasa Con-
struction in Chino.

The $4.8 million park is 
being paid for by the city’s 
general fund, parks and 
recreation facilities fees, an 
in-lieu fee that developers 

Pioneer Picnic this Sunday in Chino
The 94th annual Pioneer 

Picnic, a gathering to cel-
ebrate Chino’s pioneer heri-
tage, will be held noon to 2 
p.m. Sunday, May 19 at the 
Chino Community Building, 
5443 B St.

The free event, sponsored 
by the Chino Valley Histori-
cal Society and the City of 
Chino, will include a potluck, 
classic cars and a reunion 
of former and present Chino 

Valley residents.
Guest speaker will be Chi-

no historian Kerry Cisneroz, 
who manages the Facebook 
account “Chino Memories 
-- Yesterday & Today.” He 
will share historic photos of 
Chino Valley.

Chino’s 2019 Hall of Fame 
inductees will be offi  cially 
announced at the event (see 
adjacent story, this page). 
The late Mr. Maloof, whose 

minimalist furniture is known 
internationally, grew up in 
Chino. The late Mr. Frady 
operated the Chino Cham-
pion from 1938 to 1949.

Guests are asked to bring 
an entrée, side dish or des-
sert to share, as well as their 
own plates and utensils.

Owners of vintage cars are 
encouraged to bring their ve-
hicle to display in the Com-
munity Building parking lot.

A former Chino Cham-
pion editor-publisher and a 
famous woodworker from 
Chino will be announced as 
the City’s 2019 Hall of Fame 
inductees this Sunday at the 
annual Pioneer Picnic.

The picnic, a free gathering 
of former and current Chino 
residents, will be held noon to 
2 p.m. at the Chino Commu-
nity Building, 5443 B St.

Family members of the two 
men – publisher Edwin Rob-
ert “Bob” Frady and wood-
worker Samuel “Sam” Solo-
man Maloof – are expected to 
attend the Pioneer Picnic, as 
well as the 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 22 Chino City Coun-
cil meeting where the Hall of 
Famers will be inducted. A 
private reception for the fam-
ily members, hosted by the 
City of Chino and the Chino 
Valley Historical Society, will 
be held just prior to the coun-

cil meeting.
Mr. Frady, a community 

leader and 
newspaper 
editor and 
p u b l i s h e r , 
played an im-
portant role 
in supporting 
public aff airs, 
youth activi-
ties and patri-
otism during 
the 1920s to 
1940s.

He was 
born into a 
newspaper 
family on Oct. 
30, 1897 in 
Neligh, Ne-
braska. In 
1920, he married Veta Bell 
Wagner and they had two 
sons Millard Van Frady and 
Robert C. Frady.

In 1925, Mr. Frady and his 

wife moved to Chino where 
he joined his uncle Elmer L. 
Howell and father Charles 
H. Frady, who owned the 
Chino Champion newspaper. 
He assumed the position of 
business manager and later 
became a partner with his fa-
ther. When his father died in 

1943, Bob Frady became the 
full owner.

For more than 30 years, he 
served as a watchdog for the 
community. He promoted lo-
cal events, activities and peo-
ple. His column “Bob-O-Link” 
chronicled Chino’s history. Mr. 
Frady sold the paper in 1949, 

but later returned to write his 
column for publisher-owner 
Allen P. McCombs.

Mr. Frady, who served in the 
U.S. Navy in World War I and 
in World War II, received a 
commission as a second lieu-

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers has changed 
Prado Dam’s risk of poor 
performance from “moder-
ate urgency” to “high ur-
gency,” based on a recent 
assessment. 

The dam is located just 
south of the Chino Valley, 
near the intersection of the 
71 and 91 freeways. The 
dam’s reservoir is in north-
western Riverside County 

and southwestern San Ber-
nardino County, a couple 
of miles west of the city of 
Corona. The reservoir has 
a capacity of 362,000-acre-
feet and is formed by Pra-
do Dam on the Santa Ana 
River.

This month, an evaluation 
of the dam was conducted 
as part of a periodic review 
to assess its performance. 
Risk factors identifi ed in-

dicate the potential for 
poor spillway performance, 
which could have adverse 
impacts to the downstream 
population, if a signifi cant 
fl ood event occurs.

The Corps’ assessment 
of the dam doesn’t mean 
that failure is taking place; 
it means the agency has 
identifi ed performance con-
cerns that require attention 
to meet the Corps’ rigorous 

dam safety standards, the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
said. 

The dam, which is typi-
cally dry, has historically 
operated without incident. It 
has not experienced a large 
enough storm to cause wa-
ter to fl ow over the spillway, 
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers said.

“Public safety is our num-
ber one priority,” said Col. 

Prado Dam to be modifi ed based on new risk assessment
Aaron Barta, commander 
of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Los Angeles Dis-
trict. “The primary objective 
of the Corps’ Dam Safety 
Program is to review our 
dams and ensure resourc-
es are prioritized to address 
the highest risks.”

The Corps is working with 
a national team of experts 

Bob Frady

Sam 
Maloof

Champion photo by Brenda Dunkle
Jack Filek (right), who lives on Pipeline Avenue, 
just northeast of the 60 Freeway, talks about Cal-
trans' plans to elevate the Pipeline Avenue bridge 
over the 60 Freeway. Listening to Mr. Filek's con-
cerns is Cat Vu Quach of Caltrans District 8. 

Carbon Canyon Road re-opens after gas leak

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Signs and cones block the entrance to Carbon Canyon Road at Chino Hills 
Parkway Tuesday morning after an eight-inch gas line was struck by Caltrans 
crews installing a guard rail late Monday night. Carbon Canyon Road, which 
connects Chino Hills with Brea, fully reopened Wednesday afternoon. 

By Josh Thompson
Carbon Canyon Road 

in Chino Hills re-opened 
Wednesday afternoon more 
than 40 hours after an eight-
inch gas line was struck by 
Caltrans crews installing 
a guardrail near Feldspar 
Road during its paving and 
guardrail project. The state 
road connects the cities of 
Chino Hills and Brea. 

The gas line was struck 
around 10 p.m. Monday, 
forcing a complete closure 
of the heavily used road 
from Chino Hills Parkway to 
Feldspar, causing a traffi  c 
nightmare for motorists. 

Residents living in the
canyon were forced to turn
around at Feldspar and had
to drive into Brea and use 
the 57 and 60 freeways to 
reach Chino and Chino Hills
or other cities north, east
and west of Chino Valley. 

The canyon entrance on 
the Brea side did not close. 

Chino Valley Unifi ed 
school buses did not pick up 
or drop off  Carbon Canyon
students attending Ayala 
High, Canyon Hills Junior 
High or Litel Elementary on 
Tuesday during the road
closure, said school district 
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