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Inside
this week

Chino Connection 
magazine helps usher in 
fall in today’s edition of 
the Champion delivered 
in Chino. This issue is 
packed with information 
about activities for youth 
and adults, including rec-
reation classes, commu-
nity and senior services, 
Healthy Chino and sports.

The 40-page informa-
tive magazine is inside.

See COURSE, Page A3

See DERBY, Page A2

Some demo derby drivers will remember slain offi cer
By Josh Thompson
When Chino Hills resi-

dent Tom Strong drives his 
1976 Chevy Impala Glass 
House into the dirt arena 
at next Saturday’s 7 p.m. 
Chino Challenge Demolition 
Derby, the memory of a Los 
Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department deputy shot and 
killed June 10 while off -duty 
in Alhambra will take center 
stage.

“My really close friend was 
the partner of Deputy Jo-
seph Solano. He’s been in 
a funk since his partner was 
killed, and he asked if I can 
do him a favor, and I said of 
course,” Mr. Strong said.

That favor is placing Dep-
uty Solano’s name on the 
side of his derby car, but Mr. 
Strong is going to take it two 
steps further.

He’s going to design his 
car with the Thin Blue Line 
fl ag, which honors the mem-
ory of fallen offi  cers with a 

Champion fi le photo by Josh Thompson
The crowd cheers wildly as two cars mix it up in last year's Chino Chal-
lenge Demolition Derby. This year's event will be held 7 p.m. Saturday, 
July 13 at the Chino fairgrounds, northeast corner of Central and Edison 
avenues. Tickets sell out fast for the popular event. 

black, blue and silver fl ag. 
He's also gotten his 

friends involved.
“So far, 11 of my friends 

who will be in the derby 
have agreed to put Deputy 
Solano’s name on their cars 
too,” said Mr. Strong, 48, a 
1989 graduate of Don Lugo 
High. “When my friend heard 
about this, he got emotional. 
He couldn’t believe it.”

Mr. Strong, who has spent 
between $6,000 and $7,000 
on this year’s derby car, will 
compete at the Chino derby 
for the second time. 

Last year, he was the win-
ner of the Best Appearing 
Car contest.

This year, he wants a shot 
at the derby title.

“I need to get a lot of things 
to get the car ready for the 
derby, like tractor tires,” he 
said. 

“You can just go out there 
and have fun, or you can do 

Vellano Golf Course owners sue Chino Hills

Veteran at home with minis

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

Ninety-six-year-old World War II veteran Ray McGuire of Chino Hills, who 
used to raise miniature horses, is delighted to see two minis in the fi rst In-
dependence Day parade held at Oakmont senior living center Wednesday 
morning on Peyton Drive in Chino Hills. Miniatures Harley and Sweet ‘n 
Low and pony Victoria (right) were brought to the parade by the Chino Hills 
Horsemen’s Association. Some of the participants were Girl Scout troops, a 
baton twirler, American Legion Post 299, WWII Army nurse Jeanne Wood, 
Vietnam veteran Councilman Art Bennett and a dance troupe.

 Major 60 Freeway projects begin this month
 When part of the 405 

Freeway in the Los Angeles 
area was totally shut down 
in 2011 for bridge re-con-
struction, motorists and tele-
vision news crews dubbed 
the event “Carmageddon.”

The Inland Empire, in-
cluding the Chino Valley, is 
about to experience its own 
“Carmageddon.”

The California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) 

will begin a major project 
on the 60 Freeway begin-
ning Monday, July 22 to re-
pair deteriorated pavement 
slabs from Euclid Avenue 
in Ontario to the 60/91/215 
freeways junction in River-
side.

Caltrans will also begin 
a project this fall on the 60 
Freeway to replace bridge 
structures on Pipeline, 
Monte Vista and Benson av-

enues in Chino. 
The combination of these 

two projects and two other 
local interchange projects 
has been dubbed the “60 
Swarm” by Caltrans.

The $134 million pave-
ment project includes $16.9 
million in funding from Sen-
ate Bill 1 (SB 1), the Road 
Repair and Accountability 
Act of 2017. 

The project was awarded 

to J. McLoughlin Engineer-
ing Company of Rancho 
Cucamonga and will replace 
pavement slabs along the 
60 Freeway, upgrade Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) access points and 
repave the on and off  ramps 
within the project limits. 

The project is expected to 
be completed by fall 2021, 
weather permitting.

Caltrans is alerting mo- See 60 FWY, Page A3

torists that full closures will 
begin on the 60 Freeway 
on July 26 for a period of 
14 weekends. Seven week-
end closures will occur on 
the eastbound freeway, fol-
lowed by another seven 
weekend closures on the 
westbound 60 Freeway 
between Interstate 15 (I-

Champion fi le photo by Marianne Napoles

A chain-link fence installed by WGP Vellano around the closed golf course
is the subject of a lawsuit fi led against the City of Chino Hills on Monday.

By Marianne Napoles
The owners of Vellano 

Golf Course fi led a lawsuit 
against the City of Chino 
Hills Monday for its “un-
lawful attempt" to  prevent 
them from securing their 
golf course with a chain-link 
fence.

In March, the city council 
deemed the chain-link fence 
a “visual blight that is grossly 
out of character with the 
community,” denying the de-
veloper’s appeals to the city.

The exclusive gated com-
munity is located off  Wood-
view Road, west of Peyton 
Drive.

WGP Vellano, a part-
nership including Robert 
“Bobby” Heath and Michael 
Schlesinger, purchased the 
18-hole golf course in 2017, 
shut it down in May 2018, 

and began installing a chain-
link fence around a portion 
of the golf course without 
permits.

WGP Vellano installed 
8,943 linear feet of fencing 
before being told by the city 
in July 2018 that chain-link 
fencing is not allowed and 
that it should be removed.

WGP Vellano is request-
ing that another 9,200 linear 
feet of fence be installed to 
complete the project, for a 
total of 3.5 miles of fencing.

Mayor Cynthia Moran said 
she would rather see the 
property owner work with 
the city in a more productive 
manner. 

“I have to wonder wheth-
er the property owner will 
spend more money paying 
its attorneys than the cost of 

West Nile virus 
found in Chino Hills
By Marianne Napoles
Mosquitoes collected near 

Torrey Pines Drive and Los 
Serranos Country Club Drive 
in Chino Hills June 25 and 28 
have tested positive for the 
West Nile Virus.

It is the fi rst indication this 
year of a positive testing, said 
Brian Reisinger of the West 
Valley Mosquito and Vector 
Control District.

The mosquitoes could have 
been caught up to a one-mile 
radius around the trap loca-
tion, Mr. Reisinger said.

He advises the community 
to dump out standing water 
near their homes, wear re-
pellent outdoors, and call the 
District if they have mosqui-
toes, at 635-0307.

The District regularly traps 
and tests mosquitoes to 
check for the virus, he said.

Offi  cials warn that in the 
summer, water that sits for 
longer than 48 hours such as 
in planter pots, birdbaths, and 
pet water bowls, can have 
enough algae and bacteria to 

support larvae development.
Ponds and water gardens

should be agitated using a
sprinkler, they advise

Mr. Reisinger said mos-
quito fi sh are available free
of charge at the District offi  ce,
1295 E. Locust St. in Ontario.

The fi sh are able to eat
large quantities of mosquito
larvae in any permanent
or semi-permanent water
source that doesn’t drain into
U.S. waters, he said.

Mosquito fi sh could be
placed in ponds, water gar-
dens, and horse troughs.

People over 60 are at great-
est risk of getting sick and are
more likely to develop serious
symptoms when infected, ac-
cording to the California West
Nile Virus website.

Up to 20 percent of people
who become infected will
have symptoms that could
include body aches, fever,
headaches, nausea, and
vomiting. Eighty percent of
those infected develop no
symptoms.

Information: wvmvcd.org.

Patrol units collide, suspect gets away
By Josh Thompson
Two Chino Police offi  cers 

were injured Monday when 
their patrol units crashed 
into each other during an 
early-morning pursuit on 
the 60 Freeway in the Chi-
no area.

They are recovering at 
home after being released 
that same day from a hos-

pital.
Offi  cer Matt Suarez suf-

fered moderate injuries 
and Sgt. Michael Johnson 
had minor injuries when 
their SUV-type units col-
lided at 1:22 a.m. during a 
pursuit of a suspect driving 
a gray Infi nity. 

The driver got away and 
remains at-large.

Offi  cer Suarez was 

checking on a vehicle in 
the 3600 block of Placentia 
Court in the northwest area 
of Chino when the driver 
fl ed.

With both offi  cers behind 
him, the erratic driver head-
ed west to Reservoir Street 
in Pomona and entered the 
eastbound 60 Freeway.

After passing the Ramo-
na Avenue bridge, Offi  cer 

Suarez’ patrol unit collided 
with Sgt. Johnson’s patrol 
unit, slamming both cars 
into the center divider.

Sgt. Johnson’s vehicle 
immediately caught fi re, 
the spokeswoman said.

He was able to kick out a 
back window, free himself 
and grab a fi re extinguisher 
to put out the blaze. 

“Several people had 

pulled over to help out the 
offi  cers,” Mrs. Olden said. 
“The offi  cers could not get 
the license plate number 
of the Infi nity. The pursuit 
lasted only a couple of min-
utes.”

Anyone with information 
can call Chino Police De-
partment at 628-1234 or 
the WeTip Hotline at (800) 
782-7463.
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