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20 sites
found
Chino Hills has 
identifi ed 20
potential sites 
where high-density 
housing can be 
built per state
mandates.
Page B1

Top
award
Former Chino 
Mayor Dennis 
Yates receives
the Spirit of 
Achievement 
award, the
city’s highest
honor.
Page A5

Storm
drains
A developer
is included
in a city-county
storm drain
plan in the
Chino Preserve.
Page B1

Contract 
extension
Don Lugo High 
graduate Diana 
Taurasi signs 
for another two 
seasons with 
the WNBA’s 
Phoenix Mercury.
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Top rookie 
in the East
Chino Hills’ 
LaMelo Ball is 
named the 
NBA Eastern 
Conference Rookie 
of the Month. 
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CHHS student sets up online schooling in front of campus
By Josh Thompson

After being cooped up in the 
house for distance-learning 
for months on end because of 
the coronavirus, Chino Hills 
High junior and aspiring stu-
dent body president Riese Ili 
broke free and got creative 
Monday morning. 

The 17-year-old brought a 
table, his laptop, and school-
related items to a familiar en-
vironment.

He couldn’t go inside a 
classroom, so he set up his 
“desk” on the sidewalk in front 
of the high school on Pomona 
Rincon Road.

“I just needed a change 
of scenery,” said Riese, a 
scholar student and member 
of the Huskies’ track and fi eld 
team. “We’re all tired of be-
ing behind a screen at home 
for so many hours a day, and 
one thing we need is a set-
ting change. It feels like I’m 
at school, even though I am 
alone. I feel comfort in my dis-
comfort being here,” he said.

When word got out that Ri-
ese was in front of the school 
attending his online classes, 

See RIESE, Page A2
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Chino Hills High junior and aspiring student body president Riese Ili takes his distance learning 
classes Monday in front of the high school on Pomona Rincon Road, saying he needed a “change of 
scenery” after spending so many months at home doing classes on a computer screen. 

20th ‘Run 
for Russ’ 
5K today 
in Chino

By Josh Thompson
Several streets in Chino

will close this morning (Feb. 
6) for the 20th annual Run 
for Russ 5K run-walk, hon-
oring slain Chino Police Of-
fi cer Russ Miller. 

The event is the second of
three of the City of Chino’s 
Triple Crown of 5K events, 
following the Reindeer 
Romp 5K in December and 
the upcoming Chino Valley 
YMCA Dairyaire in March. 

Runners will start at the
Chino Civic Center at Cen-
tral and Chino avenues, 
head south on Central, east 
on Schaefer Avenue, north 
on Magnolia Avenue and 
west on Chino to the fi nish 
line.

While on Schaefer, run-
ners will pass the Offi  cer 
Russ Miller memorial at 12th 
Street, the place where the 
veteran offi  cer was struck 
and killed by a drunk driver 
while on a routine traffi  c 
stop Feb. 1, 2000. 

The 5K run began the
See RUSS, Page A3

See CRIME, Page A2

Domestic violence 
rises while other 
crimes decrease

By Dawn Marks 
A 24 percent increase in 

reported aggravated as-
saults occurred in Chino 
during the year of the pan-
demic and more than 50 
percent of those were do-
mestic violence incidents.

The vast majority of the 
assaults involved known of-
fenders.

Chino Police Chief Wes 
Simmons announced the 
grim news during a report 
to the Chino City Council 
Jan. 19 on crime and trends 
in 2020.

Chief Simmons said the 
trend is consistent with 
what is being experienced 
nationwide and is believed 
to be a result of the pan-
demic where people are 
confi ned to their homes due 
to unemployment, working 
from home, or attending 
school from home.

Most other violent crimes 
decreased, he said.

There were 7,000 fewer 
calls for service in 2020 
than in 2019 and the nature 
of the calls changed, he 
said.

“It was an atypical year for 
crime,” he said.

Property crimes de-
creased 16.5 percent, bur-
glaries decreased by 27 
percent and thefts were 
down 9 percent, Chief Sim-
mons said.   

“With more people at their 
homes, we’ve seen reduc-

tions in residential burglar-
ies and porch thefts,” he 
said.

The chief said offi  cers 
are trained to diff use vola-
tile domestic situations and 
provide victims with re-
sources, including counsel-
ing services provided by the 
city, if appropriate.

Offi  cers explain to victims 
how they can obtain diff er-
ent types of restraining or-
ders through the Superior 
Court and will off er to obtain 
an emergency protective 
order for the victims.

When a domestic violence 
suspect has fl ed prior to an 
offi  cer’s arrival, detectives 
will work diligently to arrest 
the suspect, the chief said.

Depending on the facts 
of the case, offi  cers will au-
thor bail enhancements for 
suspects and serve search 
warrants to secure any fi re-
arms in the home for safe-
keeping.

Chief Simmons said he 
encourages families to take 
advantage of counseling 
services from their house 
of worship or the City of 
Chino’s Human Services 
before their situations get to 
the point where police inter-
vention is needed.

Counseling services are 
off ered in person at the 
Carolyn Owens Community 
Building, or remotely.

Call (909) 334-3250 for 

Hair-raising experience
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Cell tower going up next to trail

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

A cell tower will be built where the construction fence (shown at left) is lo-
cated near the walking path on Madrugada Trail in northern Chino Hills.

By Marianne Napoles
An AT&T cell tower will be 

installed 50 feet away from 
the walking path on Madru-
gada Trail between Calle 
San Marcos and Grand Av-
enue in northern Chino Hills 
in an area without adequate 
signal coverage.

The appearance of loca-
tion markers followed by 
a construction fence and 
portable toilet were the fi rst 
clues to trail enthusiasts that 
something was going on.

The tower, to be designed 
as a eucalyptus tree, will be 
surrounded by California 
pepper trees and eucalyp-
tus trees known as lemon-
scented gum.

It is the fi rst freestanding 
cell tower to be located near 
a trail, senior planner Ryan 
Gackstetter said.

There are existing wire-
less communications facili-
ties near trails, but they are 
generally co-located with 
existing structures such as 
transmission towers and 
reservoirs, Mr. Gackstetter 
said. 

The only other cell facility 
located within 50 feet of a 
trail is the one at Veterans 
Park near the Coral Ridge 
Trail, he said.

Ken and Debbie Maki, 30-

plus year residents of north 
Chino Hills, said the loca-
tion is very close to the trail 
near Calle San Marcos and 
depending on how big it is, 
could be an eyesore since it 
is downhill.

The Makis said there are 
more remote areas that could 
have been selected other 

than near a walking path.
Kathy Arata, who lives 

nearby and enjoys the trail, 
said she supports better cell 
reception in north Chino Hills 
but is surprised at the loca-
tion. “It’s the kind of thing that 
makes you scratch your head 
and say huh?”  

Several residents who use 

the trail had no idea why 
a construction fence was 
on the pathway and were 
surprised to learn that a 
cell tower would be placed 
there. Most of them, howev-
er, said better cell reception 
is needed in northern Chino 
Hills.

See TOWER, Page A2

The grand prize winner in the City of Chino Hills 2020 photo contest is 
Mary Chew, who took this picture of her daughter and titled it “Electric 
Slide at Vila Borba Park.” Ms. Chew won $250 in gift cards to The Shoppes 
and Chino Hills restaurants. See Page A5  for more winning photos.


