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County wants Prado Park to be 
Southern California attraction

By Marianne Napoles
Rock climbing, nature 

walks, concerts, and big fes-
tivals are some of the attrac-
tions residents want to see at 
an expanded Prado Regional 
Park in Chino.

More than 200 people milled 
around exhibit maps at the 
Chino Hills Community Cen-
ter Wednesday evening after 
listening to a presentation by 
planning and landscape ar-
chitectural fi rm KTUA, hired 
by San Bernardino County to 
design a master plan.

Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Curt Hagman, who rep-
resents the fourth district 
where the park is located, 
called the park a diamond in 
the rough.

The 2,000-acre park is 
east of the 71 Freeway and 
Euclid Avenue, and south of 
Pine Avenue to the Riverside 
County line, all within the city 
of Chino.

The land where the park is 
located is owned by the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers.
Although Mr. Hagman told 

the community their input 
would be incorporated into 
the master plan document, 
the county envisions the park 
as a Southern California des-
tination and revenue genera-
tor.

KTUA, hired by the county 
for $300,000 to design the 
plan, suggested amphithe-
ater-style entertainment 
events, sporting events, in-
ternational competitions for 
shooting and archery, zip 
lines, adventure playgrounds, 
gardens, farmers market, pet-
ting zoo, fun on the farm, re-
gional tournaments for soccer 
and pickleball, water pools, 
surf wave pools, and lazy riv-
ers consisting of slow-moving 
shallow pools where resi-
dents ride on rafts.

Funding
Mr. Hagman expected the 

park to cost up to $200 mil-
lion.

He said the county is count-
ing on 370 acres of ease-

Bernice: Putting a face to homelessness
By Dawn Marks 

Bernice B. smiles more 
often than you might expect 
of someone who has been 
sleeping outside of a Chino 
sandwich shop for most of 
the past year.

She sleeps sitting up in 
her walker, which she uses 
for “leg issues” and “one toe 
that feels as if it is broken.”  

Despite receiving some 
medical treatment, when 
she applied for Social Se-
curity disability benefi ts, she 
got turned down. 

“I’m getting better,” the 
41-year-old said last week, 
as she sat outside Jersey 
Mike’s Subs in the shopping 
center at Central Avenue 
and Philadelphia Street that 
is also home to a Denny’s 
restaurant and other retail 
stores. This is where she 
has lived for the most part 
since last February. 

“I was scared,” she said, 
speaking of the fi rst time she 
slept outside. 

She had to share the 
area with two homeless 
men, who she said never 
bothered her, although 
later she admitted she was 
once assaulted. 

The shopping center, 
she said, “is safer than 
anywhere else, even a 
park.” 

When she uses a re-
stroom in the morning 
to clean up, employees 
sometimes pound on the 
door.

“I’m trying to make the 
best of it,” she said. “This 
is not permanent.”   

She said she doesn’t do 
drugs or smoke. 

Last summer, she was 
harassed by drug dealers 
after she called the police 
about them, she said. 

Bernice said she doesn’t 
panhandle, but people 
give her money, food and 
other necessities, which 
she often shares with other 
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Bernice B., a homeless and disabled woman, sits outside Jersey Mike’s 
Subs in Chino on Jan. 24, the same day a point-in-time count of the home-
less was conducted in the city. After receiving a notice from the police that 
morning to remove her possessions, Bernice fi lled as many bags as she 
could place on her walker, as well as in a suitcase behind her. The items 
pictured in the corner belong to a homeless man, she said.  

1,000-plus expected for today's Run for Russ
By Josh Thompson
More than 1,000 people 

are expected to compete 
today (Feb. 2) in the 18th 
annual Run for Russ 5K run-
walk, honoring slain Chino 
Police Offi  cer Russ Miller, 
who was struck and killed 
by a drunk driver while on a 
traffi  c stop on Feb. 1, 2000. 

The City of Chino will close 
several streets today from 
6 to 11 a.m.: Central Av-
enue between C Street and 
Schaefer Avenue, Schaefer 
Avenue between Magnolia 
and Central avenues, Mag-
nolia Avenue between Chi-
no and Schaefer avenues, 
and Chino Avenue between 
Sixth Street and Magnolia 
Avenue. 

Temperatures at race time 
are expected in the mid-
to-high 40s. There’s also a 
100 percent chance of rain, 
according to the National 
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Runners taking part in today’s Run for Russ 5K run and walk will go past 
the Chino Police Offi cer Russ Miller memorial at 12th Street and Schaefer 
Avenue, the spot where the veteran offi cer was struck by a drunk driver 
while on a routine traffi c stop in the early-morning hours of Feb. 1, 2000. 
Today’s race is scheduled to start at 8 a.m.

'Shoe't! That's a Lot of Shoes' campaign begins
By Josh Thompson

Rather than hearing about 
his Chino Hills High School 
basketball teammates’ old 
shoes sitting in their closets 
collecting dust, senior class-
man Nick Manor-Hall had a 
better idea.

The four-year varsity player 
who wears jersey number 13 
decided to start a community-

based project call “Shoe’t! 
That’s a Lot of Shoes” cam-
paign that will send donated 
sneakers to homeless resi-
dents and local charities.

“I kind of got the idea when 
my mom was cleaning out my 
closet of things I couldn’t wear 
anymore. I have a bunch of 
shoes I don’t wear,” Nick said. 

“Then we were looking for 
scholarships, many of which 

are community-based. But 
because of my schedule, I re-
ally didn’t have time to volun-
teer in the community, aside 
from the summer basketball 
camps held at Chino Hills 
High.”

The shoe drive began Fri-
day, which was the Huskies’ 
fi nal regular season game of 
the 2018-19 season. It was 
also senior recognition night.

Shoe donations will be ac-
cepted through April 1, Nick 
said.

He said he asked Huskies 
head coach Dennis Latimore 
and teammates about the 
shoe drive and they agreed. 

“It would be a great op-
portunity for us to show that 
teamwork makes the dream 
work. So my teammates and 
I are asking the community, 

that rather than just let your 
shoes sit, show your support 
by donating to our cause,” 
Nick said.

Residents will receive a 
coupon to a Chino Valley 
business for each donated 
pair of shoes and will receive 
a raffl  e ticket to win a prize.

Prize donations are being 

Weather Service. The race 
will be held rain or shine un-
less conditions are too dan-
gerous for participants.

The Run for Russ race 
course will take runners 
from the starting line on Chi-
no Avenue and head east 
towards Central Avenue. 

From there, runners will 
turn south onto Central Av-
enue to Schaefer Avenue. A 
left turn onto Schaefer Av-
enue will lead runners past 
the Russ Miller Memorial at 
Schaefer Avenue and 12th 
street, the spot where Offi  -
cer Miller was struck.

Runners will then make a 
left turn onto Magnolia Av-
enue, a left turn onto Chino 
Avenue and cross the fi nish 
line on Chino Avenue, just 
west of Central Avenue.

Participants will be treated 
to a pancake breakfast by 

See RUN, Page A3

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Parks superintendent for Prado Park Bob Fontaine goes over future plans
with Margaret McCormick and Nancy Mannon of Upland, who want to see
community gardens.

ments once preserved by 
Proposition 70 that would be 
sold or traded, generating up 
to $150 million.

Prop. 70 was approved by 
voters in 1988 to preserve 
agricultural land to retain Chi-
no’s dairy past but the county 

severed the contract with the 
former land foundation that 

By Dawn Marks 
The annual Point-in-Time 

homeless count held on 
Thursday (Jan. 24) is not 
refl ective of the actual num-
bers of homeless people 

who live in Chino, said po-
lice and city offi  cials who 
work with this population.  

Homeless individuals were  
asked to answer a question-
naire for the count.  

City of Chino collected in-
formation from 23 people.

Chino Hills counted four 
people, but only three of 
them consented to answer-
ing questions. 

The purpose of Point-In-
Time is to obtain an esti-
mated count of homeless 
people on any given day 

and to discover their specifi c 
needs, according to a news 
release from San Bernardi-
no County Offi  ce of Home-
less Services. 

Chino police Sgt. Derek 
Bishop said there are many 
more homeless people living 

in Chino than those who took 
the survey.  He said common 
living areas are near the 60 
Freeway at the Pomona-
Chino border, in wash areas 
near the 60 Freeway, along 

See COUNT, Page A3

27 homeless found in Chino Valley during one-day count
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