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Pastors call for conversation on race

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Demonstrators lie down in front of the Chino Police Department with their 
hands behind their backs symbolizing the arrest of George Floyd during 
a protest last Saturday. Around 400 people took part. Two high school re-
source offi cers were on hand. See more photos on Page A4. 

By Marianne Napoles
A soul-searing conversa-

tion took place Thursday 
night at the Chino Police 
Department when two Afri-
can American pastors dis-
cussed policing and race 
on a police-hosted panel 
called “Healing our Land.”

The discussion was 
livestreamed with ap-
proximately 15 community 
members in the audience.

Chino pastors Jody 
Moore of Transformation 
Church IE and Darian Ven-
erable of Chino Upward 
Call Church joined Police 
Chief Wes Simmons and 
Lt. Rodney Lombard in 
a candid dialogue about 
racism in light of George 
Floyd’s killing by police offi  -
cers in Minneapolis on May 
25.

“Right now, we have to 
take a moment and sit in 
the pain of what is going on 
in the country,” Pastor Ven-
erable said. “We can’t jump 
into solutions. We cannot 

be afraid of having con-
versations because if we 
don’t, nothing will change.”

Implicit bias
The words “implicit bias” 

related to policing have 
been used frequently in 
the years leading up to Mr. 
Floyd’s death to express 
the concept that offi  cers 
might have subconscious 
biases that aff ect their de-
cisions, even if they are not 
overtly biased.

Pastor Moore, who re-
ceived implicit bias train-
ing in Sacramento and 
worked in conjunction with 
the Chino Police Depart-
ment, said institutionalized 
racism can only be under-
stood by “threading the 
historical needle” that goes 
back to slavery when white 
slave owners used police 
to catch runaway slaves. 

When slavery was abol-
ished, Jim Crow laws that 
enforced racial segregation 
in the south continued until 
the mid-1960s.

See HEALING, Page A3

Chemicals to 

be removed

by state from 

former Allen

Cleaners
By Marianne Napoles
The California Department 

of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC) is seeking commu-
nity input on a workplan to re-
move hazardous waste from 
the former Allen Cleaners site 
in the Country Fair Shopping 
Center in Chino on Central 
Avenue, north of Philadelphia 
Street. 

The owner of the shopping 
center is working with the 
DTSC to clean the site of dry-
cleaning solvents including a 
contaminant called tetrachlo-
roethene (PCE).

Allen Cleaners operated at 
Unit 12051from 1992 to 2018. 
The cleaners was located be-
tween Payless Beauty Supply 
(now vacant) and Rite Aid.

Prior to that, Allen Cleaners 
operated at Unit 12075 in the 
same shopping center from 
1987 to 1992, where Café 
Donuts is located.

At the request of the DTSC, 
an environmental consultant 
assessed the potential for 
vapor intrusion at Café Do-
nuts, Payless Beauty Supply 
and Rite Aid and determined 
there was no potential expo-
sure risks, according to Amit 
Pathak of the DTSC.

Mr. Pathak said the cleanup 
was requested by shopping 
center owners Kimco Realty 
and PKI Chino Town Square 
SCLP.

The workplan proposes 
an excavation of 600 cubic 
yards of soil containing the 
highest concentrations of the 
chemical, disposal of the ex-

See ALLEN, Page A2

Chino 

Hills man 

sentenced 

in fraud 

case

By Josh Thompson
A federal judge in Atlanta 

sentenced a 45-year-old 
Chino Hills man to 13 years 
and 11 months in prison 
Monday after he pled guilty 
to mail fraud and two counts 
of felony theft by defrauding 
business owners across the 
country to pay more than 
$10 million in advanced fees 
for business loans, falsely 
claiming he was a member 
of the Moroccan Royal Fam-
ily.

Hassan Ra El was ordered 
to pay $5.51 million in resti-
tution and have three years 
of supervised release after 
serving his time in federal 
prison, according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi  ce North Dis-

See FRAUD, Page A4

Utilities agency gets $196 million loan
By Marianne Napoles
The Inland Empire Utilities 

Agency (IEUA) has received 
a $196 million loan from the 
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (USEPA) for 
its regional water recycling 
plant 5 expansion project.

The IEUA is a wastewater 
treatment agency that pro-
vides sewage utility services 
to Chino Hills, Chino, and 
fi ve other contracting agen-
cies.

Regional Plant 5, called 
RP-5, is located immediately 
east of the IEUA headquar-

ters on Kimball Avenue in 
Chino.

The expansion project will 
increase the plant’s liquids 
treatment capacity and con-
struct a solids handling facil-
ity to support growth in west-
ern San Bernardino County.

The liquids treatment ca-
pacity will be increased from 
15 million gallons a day to 
22.5 million gallons a day.

Steve Elie, who represents 
Chino Hills on the IEUA 
board of directors, said the 
revamped and expanded 
RP-5 will be able to eff ec-
tively treat 1.5 times the cur-

rent volume of wastewater.
The solids handling facility 

will replace the existing facil-
ity at the Regional Water Re-
cycling Plant 2 located within 
the fl ood zone, upstream of 
the Prado Dram, that will be 
within the fl oodplain once 
the dam spillway height is 
increased.

Mr. Elie said the project is 
necessary for at least two 
major reasons: to modern-
ize and consolidate assets 
and treatment facilities for 
the region’s wastewater, and 
to accommodate anticipated 
growth in the region, specifi -

cally Ontario Ranch and the 
Preserve, as well as other 
areas of Chino, Ontario and 
Chino Hills.

Mostly funded by low in-
terest loans and grants, the 
project will have the added 
benefi t of injecting signifi cant 
funds into the local economy 
and building/construction 
trades, Mr. Elie said.

The loan has an interest 
rate of 1.36 percent to be 
paid back over a 35-year-
period after construction is 
completed.

Mr. Elie said the loan is an 
See LOAN, Page A4

Brush fi re burns 28 acres south of CIW

Champion photos by Josh Thompson

Firefi ghters battle a 28-acre fi re Wednesday afternoon in the 17200 block of Cucamonga Avenue in Chi-
no, about a mile south of the California Institution for Women. Inmate fi refi ghters from the women's 
prison and the nearby California Institution for Men assisted in extinguishing the 12:35 p.m. blaze. 

By Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Fire District 

fi refi ghters, Cal Fire in Riv-
erside County and inmate 
fi refi ghters from the Califor-
nia Institution for Men and 
California Institution for 
Women battled a 28-acre 
brush fi re Wednesday in the 
17200 block of Cucamonga 
Avenue, about a mile south 
of the women's prison. 

"There were no structures 
threatened and no injures to 
fi re personnel," said Chino 
Valley Fire spokeswoman 
Massiel Ladron De Gue-
vara. 

The fi re erupted at 12:35 
p.m., sending thick black 
smoke high into the air. 

The cause of the fi re is un-
der investigation.

Fire in Chino Hills 
Chino Valley Fire District 

fi refi ghters extinguished a 
two-acre brush fi re Wedned-
say night at Soquel Canyon 
Parkway and Los Serranos 
Country Club Drive near the 
Albertsons market, Ms. De 
Guevara said. 

The blaze erupted at 10 
p.m.,she said. 

Fire crews were on scene 
for two hours. No injuries 
were reported and no prop-
erties were damaged.

An inmate crew from the California Institution for Women deploys 
equipment as the 28-acre brush fi re erupts in the 17200 block of Cu-
camonga Avenue in Chino. 


