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DA reviewing allegations against fi re board member Kreeger
By Josh Thompson
Nearly three months after 

the son of a Chino Valley 
Fire District board mem-
ber sent a letter to the San 
Bernardino County Dis-
trict Attorney’s offi  ce alleg-
ing board member Mike 
Kreeger got paid for meet-
ings he did not attend, the 
case remains under review.

Chino Hills resident Kyle 
Williams, son of board 
member Winn Williams, 
wrote a letter to the district 
attorney’s Public Integrity 

Unit on May 6 claiming Mr. 
Kreeger received payment 
for meetings 
he listed he 
attended as 
a liaison for 
the fi re dis-
trict, but did 
not attend.

Kyle Wil-
liams al-
leged that 
Mr. Kreeger 
did not attend Chino Valley 
Unifi ed board of directors’ 
meetings on Aug. 16, Sept. 
20, Oct. 4, Oct. 18, Nov. 

15, 2018 and Jan. 17, Feb. 
21, March 7 and March 21, 
2019 in addition to San 
Bernardino County Airport 
Commission meetings in 
January and February of 
this year, but listed them on 
his monthly invoice to the 
fi re district for payment.

Kyle Williams obtained 
Mr. Kreeger’s invoices from 
the fi re district by submitting 
a public records request. 

The letter provides web-
site addresses where vid-
eos of the alleged missed 
school board meetings can 

be viewed.
Board members are paid 

$157.50 per meeting.
“Through this ongoing 

scheme, Mr. Kreeger has 
misappropriated fi re district 
funds in a cumulative total 
amount in the thousands,” 
Kyle Williams wrote. 

Mr. Kreeger said he works 
full time and uses modern 
technology such as live 
stream to stay current on 
meetings. “I have not bro-
ken the law,” he said. “I 
don’t anticipate any contact 
(from the district attorney) 

By Marianne Napoles
The San Bernardino 

County civil grand jury has 
determined that seriously 
dangerous conditions ex-
ist at county parks because 
they have not been properly 
maintained for many years.

The report states that the 
San Bernardino County Re-
gional Parks Department 
has failed in its leadership 
and has exhibited a lack of 
concern for residents due to 
its policy of deferred main-
tenance, where repairs are 
postponed in order to save 
money and to meet budget 
funding levels.

The report acknowledged 
that it has only been in the 
past year that any meaning-
ful attempt has been made 
to correct the issues.

County spokesman David 
Wert said the county real-
izes the parks need a lot of 
attention and funding is the 
root of the problem.

He said the Regional 
Parks Department was re-
quired by the county admin-

istrative offi  ce during the 
2008 recession to become 
self-suffi  cient and that man-
date is still in place.

The Department was 
mandated to survive on the 
revenue generated by the 
parks rather than compete 
with law and justice and 
social services for limited 
general fund revenues, Mr. 
Wert said.

“Despite the mandate, 
Regional Parks has yet to 
become completely self-
suffi  cient,” Mr. Wert said.

Prado Park
Prado Park, located off  

Euclid Avenue in south 
Chino, was called out for a 
staffi  ng problem because 
the park is operating at 50 
percent of its staff  alloca-
tion, according to the grand 
jury report, even though the 
park is the largest with the 
most activities of the nine 
county parks.

The report calls for a 
replacement of the play-
ground and splash park 

Chino Relay for Life 24-hour fundraiser Aug. 3-4
By Brenda Dunkle

A soccer fi eld at Ayala 
Park in Chino will take on 
a carnival-like atmosphere 
next weekend as the Chino 
Relay for Life raises funds 
for the American Cancer So-
ciety.

The 24-hour fundraiser 
will be held 9 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 3 through 9 a.m. Sun-
day, Aug. 4 at the soccer 
fi eld just south of the former 
golf driving range, off  Col-
lege Park Avenue, east of 
Central Ave. It will feature 
themed team booths selling 
items and opportunities for 
raffl  es, live entertainment, 
food, contests, fi eld games, 
a Kid Zone, free events 
for cancer survivors and a 
nighttime ceremony to hon-
or those who are fi ghting the 
disease and those who have 
lost their battle. Team mem-
bers walk the track, relay 
style, throughout the event 
to emphasize that “cancer 
never sleeps.” Several of the 
relay laps feature themes, 
including beach, Disney and 
pajamas.

The Relay is free and open 
to the public. Team mem-
bers pay a $10 registration 
fee to participate in contests 
and other team events. 

Fifty-three teams com-
prised of 446 participants 
have registered so far for 
the Chino Relay, pledg-
ing to raise $199,000. As 
of Wednesday, they had 
raised $80,646 of their goal 
through fundraising events 
held since last fall.

A leadership committee 
of more than 10 volunteers, 
headed by chairman Josh 
Munch of Chino Hills has 
been working since Febru-
ary to coordinate the Chino 
Relay, which has drawn sev-
eral thousand people each 
year since it began in 2003. 
The City of Chino also as-
sists and has its own Relay 
team.

The event kicks off  with an 
opening ceremony at 9 a.m. 
and a victory lap for regis-
tered cancer survivors and 
their caregivers, who are 
treated to brunch in a fan-
cooled tent afterward. The 
brunch and a free dinner at 5 
p.m. will be provided by the 

Champion fi le photo by Brenda Dunkle
Guests purchase raffl e tickets at a decorated team booth at the 2018 Chino 
Relay for Life. This year’s 24-hour fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society will be held 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 3 through 9 a.m. Sunday, Aug. 
4 at a soccer fi eld on the College Park Avenue side of Ayala Park in Chino, 
east of Central Avenue.

Chino Kiwanis Club service 
group.

Registered survivors also 
receive a T-shirt, goodie 

bags, massages and des-
sert. Others attending the 
Relay may also receive a 
massage for $1 a minute, 

noon to 6 p.m. A free or-
ange cream soda fl oat will 

By Josh Thompson
Chino police said a 

74-year-old woman was 
struck and killed Wednesday 
night by a pickup truck while 
she was crossing Riverside 
Drive west of Sixth Street.

Angelina Henriquez, of 
Chino, died at the scene of 
the 8:30 p.m. collision, ac-
cording to the San Bernardi-
no County Coroner’s offi  ce.

The woman was cross-
ing Riverside Drive from the 
south side of the street to the 

north when she was struck 
by a westbound pickup truck 
driven by a 70-year-old Chi-
no resident. The driver was 
not identifi ed by police.

“The driver of the vehicle 
that struck the female imme-
diately stopped and called 

911,” said police spokes-
woman Vivian Castro. “The 
driver remained at the scene 
and cooperated with the in-
vestigation.”

Neither drugs or alcohol 
appear to be a factor in the 
crash, Mrs. Castro said.

Riverside Drive was 
closed for several hours to 
allow Chino police to inves-
tigate.

Anyone with informa-
tion can call 334-3018 or 
email Offi  cer Matthew Bloch  
mbloch@chinopd.org.

Woman killed crossing Riverside Drive in Chino

or follow up.”
Mr. Kreeger stated he has

not violated board policy or
state law and that the “al-
legations are an example
of Winn Williams’ behavior
and personality that has
cost the district valuable
time and resources.”

Mr. Williams, a retired
Chino Valley Fire District
captain who has several un-
resolved workers’ compen-
sation lawsuits against the
district, has twice been cen-

Mike
Kreeger
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A dingy-looking splash pad at Prado Park needs paint, the fl ooring needs 
replacement, and one of the waterspouts is inoperable, according to a re-
port issued by the San Bernardino County civil grand jury.

Prado Park one of nine in need of repairs

Additional money ok'd for Pine Avenue extension to 71 Freeway
By Brenda Dunkle

Chino is one step closer 
to extending Pine Avenue 
from El Prado Road to the 71 
Freeway, following the city 
council’s approval July 16 
of more than $1.5 million for 
increased design costs and 
acceptance of federal grant 
funding.

That extension is phase 1 
of a larger project to improve 
Pine Avenue.

City engineers now believe 
construction of the exten-
sion could begin in 2022. It 
was originally anticipated for 
2025.

Pine Avenue is a major 
east-west thoroughfare for 
residents living in the Pre-
serve area of south Chino. 
Once the extension is com-
pleted, Preserve commuters 
and others coming from the 
east could take advantage 
of the road to reach the 71 
Freeway, which connects 
commuters to Riverside, Or-
ange and Los Angeles coun-
ties.

In 2009, the city received 
$6.8 million in federal funds 
for the design and con-
struction of the project. The 
California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) is 

responsible for administering 
those funds.

In March 2011, the city 
council approved a nearly 
$2.3 million agreement with 
Huitt-Zollars, Inc. to design 
the extension. In March 2015, 
the city council amended 
and restated the agreement 
to enable the consultant to 
address comments received 
from the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, which 
has jurisdiction over the fl ood 
plain area between El Prado 
Road and the freeway. Those 
concerns were about fi ll ma-
terial, roadway embankment 
and elevation options and 

they triggered more design 
work, including a bridge over 
the wash between Pomona 
Rincon Road and the 71 
Freeway. The original design 
called for drainage culverts.

The design agreement has 
been extended several times 
since 2011, and in June, the 
Federal Highway Administra-
tion granted the city a three-
year extension to September 
2021 for the project’s design 
phase. 

Next major steps in the 
environmental design phase 
of the extension will be ob-
taining concurrence from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, which is expected 
this month, and submitting 
an updated traffi  c report and 
noise study as required by 
Caltrans.

City staff  are continuing to 
work with lobbyists in Wash-
ington, D.C. to secure other 
grants for construction of the 
project.

“What a roller coaster this 
has been for the last 10 
years,” Councilman Tom 
Haughey added. The city al-
most lost the federal funding 
because of the time it took 
for design approval from the 
Army Corps of Engineers 
and Caltrans, he said. 

Grand Jury: County parks neglected
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