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Efforts made to expand Chino Hills State Park
By Marianne Napoles
The Chino Hills State Park 

could expand by almost 
2,000 acres under a bill pro-
posed by State Senator Ling 
Chang, whose 29th district 
includes Chino Hills.

Claire Schlotterbeck, ex-
ecutive director of Hills for 
Everyone, the group that 
founded the state park, said 
four properties are eligible to 
be added to the park.

Senator Chang’s bill, SB 
404, requests that the State 
Parks Department acquire 
the land.

If passed, the bill would go 
to the state assembly.

Two properties that could 
become the eastern ridge-
lines and have been on 
Hills for Everyone’s radar for 
many years now have willing 
sellers, Ms. Schlotterbeck 
said.

“We’ve been waiting for 
this moment for many years,” 
she said. “These properties 
have always been part of the 

ultimate park plan.”
The land includes the 

1,200-parcel once owned 
by the Lamb family of Chino 
Hills that was sold to fi rst Na-
tional Investment Properties 
several years ago, and the 
Eastbridge property below 
the Lamb property, consist-
ing of 400 acres.

“The park was designed 
along ridgeline boundaries 
so that you don’t know that 
18 million people are on the 
other side,” Ms. Schlotter-
beck said.

Trophy land
The once controversial 

Madrona project, slated for 
162 houses on 367 hillside 
acres in Brea, east of Olinda 
Village, is the third property 
proposed for acquisition.

Hills for Everyone fought 
the project, in which Carbon 
Canyon Road was the only 
one way in and out for 19 
years, until it was defeated 
by the California Supreme 
Court last year.

The land is for sale and 

Four proposed acquisitions are shown on a map of the Chino Hills State 
Park.

the real estate agent has ap-
proached Hills for Everyone 
to fi nd out if there was any 
interest in pursuing an acqui-

sition.
“That would be very cool,” 

she said.
The fourth property is an 

11-acre site near the Dis-
covery Center in Brea, re-

See PARK, Page A3

Orange County board to intervene in prayer lawsuit
By Dawn Marks

One month after the Chi-
no Valley school board vot-
ed to cease its appeal of a 
ruling that banned prayers 
at school board meetings, 
the Orange County Board 
of Education (OCBE) voted 
to intervene in the legal 
battle because of its own 

issues regarding religious 
references.  

The fi ve-member board  
voted in closed session on 
Feb. 13 to adopt a resolu-
tion to intervene in the liti-
gation in order to seek re-
view of the case at the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

A resolution fi led Feb. 16 
by board president Ken Wil-

liams states the Chino Val-
ley school board’s decision 
to quit the appeal directly 
impacts OCBE and that the 
board has “a signifi cantly 
protectable interest in the 
outcome.” 

In February 2016, a fed-
eral judge ruled against the 
Chino Valley school dis-
trict and the school board 

regarding invocations, 
religious references and 
proselytizing during board 
meetings. 

The case was brought 
by community members 
and fi led by attorneys of 
the non-profi t Freedom 
from Religion Foundation 
(FFRF). 

Mr. Williams’ resolution 

states the OCBE received 
a letter on Aug. 15, 2016 
from FFRF that references 
the Chino Valley case. 

In that letter, the FFRF 
admonishes the Orange 
County school board for 
“unconstitutional prayer 
and religious promotions,” 

See INTERVENE, Page A2

Winn Williams censured by fi re board
By Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Fire District 

board of directors voted 
Wednesday night to censure 
member Winn Williams on 
allegations of harassing dis-
trict employees and trying to 
coerce a board clerk to make 
copies for own personal use. 

Board members also voted 
to require Mr. Williams to 
make appointments before 
visiting district staff  and em-
ployees. Conversations will 
be recorded and a witness 
must be present because of  
disagreements over what is 
being said at meetings with 
Mr. Williams.

One of those disputes 

took place during Mr. Wil-
liams’ Dec. 5 meeting with 
the fi re district’s legal counsel 
Jeff  Ballinger. The attorney 
claims Mr. Williams off ered to 
resolve his long-standing dis-
pute over his 2002 retirement 
as a Chino Valley fi re captain 
in exchange for payment.

In a Dec. 19 letter obtained 
this week by the Champion, 
Mr. Ballinger stated that 
Mr. Williams off ered to end 
his threat of litigation in ex-
change for a $300,000 lump 
sum, $10,000 per month for 
10 years and an off er to re-
sign from the board. 

The off er was unanimously 
rejected by the board in a 
Dec. 12 closed session vote 

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Chino Valley Fire District board member Winn 
Williams holds up two pieces of paper, stating he 
did not coerce a fi re board clerk to make copies 
for him.   

in which Mr. Williams did not 
participate.

In his response letter dated 
Jan. 3, Mr. Williams wrote to 
Fire Chief Tim Shackelford 
that at no time during his 
meeting with Mr. Ballinger 
had he off ered to resign from 
the board as part of a settle-
ment. 

“There is absolutely no way 
this could have been a sim-
ple misunderstanding on Mr. 
Ballinger’s part, as I made it 
very clear to him that my re-
tirement dispute was a sepa-
rate and unrelated issue to 
my position on the board,” he 
wrote. “I specifi cally stated to 

See WILLIAMS, Page A2

Presidents Day rally

Photo by Vincent Hennerty

School boundary changes proposed
By Dawn Marks

The Chino Valley school 
board reviewed a plan 
Thursday to temporarily re-
confi gure school boundary 
areas in the Preserve area 
of south Chino.

A vote on the plan is ex-
pected to be taken follow-

ing input from parents at 
school meetings over the 
next two weeks.  

“The largest impact is to 
the future Cal Aero (Pre-
serve Academy) commu-
nity who will live south of 
Pine Avenue and register 
their students after July 1, 
2019,” assistant superin-
tendent Greg Stachura told 

board members. 
Students already en-

rolled and their siblings in 
the aff ected schools, which 
also include Rhodes El-
ementary, Magnolia Junior 
High, and Chino Hills High, 
will not be aff ected by the 
proposed changes.

Cal Aero K-8 Preserve 
Academy in Chino, which 

serves 1,383 total students 
attending four tracks in its 
year-round program, is 
at capacity, Mr. Stachura 
said. 

The school was built in 
2009 by developer Lewis 
Operating Corp. which had 
agreed in 2004 to build 

Chino Hills to push harder to attract equestrians
By Marianne Napoles
The equestrian community 

is alive and kicking but trends 
have changed, and the City 
of Chino Hills must reach out 
to the right groups to attract 
horse shows to the McCoy 
Equestrian Center on Peyton 
Drive.

This advice was given to 
the Chino Hills Parks and 
Recreation Commission 

Wednesday evening by Jana 
Dale, the former McCoy coor-
dinator and equestrian expert 
who now works as an offi  ce 
assistant in the community 
services department.

Ms. Dale said horse shows 
have gone from the glitzy, sil-
ver-saddled high-end compe-
titions of years past to more 
down-to-earth traditions that 
are rising in popularity.

Ranch riding is one exam-

ple of a class gaining popu-
larity where working horses 
are judged for movement and 
athleticism in the show pen.

For example, they would be 
judged on dragging a log from 
the saddle horn, and obstacle 
work such as walking through 
brush or over logs.

She said many of the 
groups that hosted horse 
shows at McCoy are 
no longer in existence. 

“The horse industry is return-
ing to the basics and this is a 
good thing because ranch rid-
ing means you don’t have to 
be rich and have a $250,000 
horse to compete, you can 
have a $2,500 horse and do 
well,” Ms. Dale said.

Melissa Armit, community 
services supervisor, said she 
is working on a request for 

Wild 
weather

Dozens of Chino Hills 
residents reported a light 
snow fall Thusday after-
noon as Chino Valley ex-
perienced near-freezing 
temperatures. 

Chino Valley received 
.64 inch of rain this week, 
bringing the rainfall total 
to 13.05 inches since Jan. 
1. 

The area received .18-
inch of rain Feb. 15, .05-
inch on Sunday, .01-inch 
on Monday, .12-inch on 
Wednesday and .30-inch 
on Thursday. 

Snow fell in several 
Southern California cit-
ies, including Malibu and 
dozens of Orange County 
cities and several feet of 
snow fell in the San Ga-
briel Mountains making 
for a majestic view.  

See CHANGES, Page A3

See ATTRACT, Page A3

Parents protest sex ed
By Dawn Marks  

About two dozen parents, 
with their children in tow, 
took their objections over 
the state’s new sex educa-
tion mandates to the Chino 
Valley school district offi  ce in 
Chino Tuesday. 

The protest, called SeXXX 
Ed Sit Out ,was organized  
in California by a grassroots 
group called The Informed 
Parents of California.  

ABC 7 News fi lmed pro-
tests held outside Chino Val-
ley and Brea-Olinda admin-
istration offi  ces on Tuesday. 

The group’s Facebook 
page listed 44 protest sites 
including district offi  ces for 
the Chino Valley, Brea-Olin-
da, Chaff ey Joint Union High 

School, Walnut and Fullerton 
school district with Placentia/
Yorba Linda.  

A letter from The Informed 
Parents of California, written 
for parents to give to their 
school principals, states  
the student absences from 
Tuesday's protest should 
be marked as unexcused so 
that state funding cannot be 
collected.    

The letter states opposi-
tion to teenagers having 
rights to receive confi dential 
reproductive health services, 
parents not being able to opt 
their children out of “scientifi -
cally unsubstantiated gender 
theory” and sex education 
curriculum said to be compli-

See SEX ED, Page A2

Approximately 50 citizens belonging to "Indivisible 39" gather on the cor-
ners of Grand Avenue and Peyton Drive in Chino Hills Monday to oppose 
President Trump's national emergency declaration for funding to build a 
wall on the border with Mexico. Other groups also held political rallies on 
Presidents Day. Indivisible 39, named for the 39th Congressional District, 
that includes Chino Hills, meets monthly to oppose the president and his 
administration.
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