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Man charged with torture was ex-cop fi red for role in death
By Marianne Napoles
Chino Hills resident Pe-

ter McGuire, who last week 
was charged with 10 felony 
counts, including kidnap-
ping, disfi guring, and rap-
ing a 22-year-old woman he 
reportedly held captive for 
six months, was a police of-
fi cer who was fi red in 1987 
for his role in the fatal beat-
ing of a man after  he was 
taken into custody, accord-
ing to archives from the Los 
Angeles Times.

The woman who escaped 
on June 9 from his home 
on Cordovan Court and 

ran into 
nearby Al-
terra Park, 
s u f f e r e d 
severe in-
juries and 
is still in 
the hos-
pital, ac-
cording to 
Jacquelyn 
R a m i r e z , 
spokesper-
son for the San Bernardino 
County District Attorney’s 
Offi  ce.

Story archives from the 
Times in the late 1980s re-
veal that Mr. McGuire was 

fi red by the Huntington Park 
City Council on Dec. 16, 
1987, for his role in the ar-
rest and alleged beating of 
a man who died two hours 
later.

The man died at St. Fran-
cis Hospital in Lynwood af-
ter he was taken into cus-
tody by Mr. McGuire and 
another offi  cer, according to 
the news accounts.

The man died Sept. 15, 
1986, from blunt force body 
trauma, according to the 
Los Angeles County Coro-
ner’s Offi  ce, as cited in a 
Dec. 17, 1987, article in the 
Times.

Mr. McGuire and the other 
offi  cer went to the man’s 
house to investigate a do-
mestic dispute and arrested 
him.

Mr. McGuire appealed the 
fi ring to the Huntington Park 
Civil Service Commission. 

The commission ruled 
that the city was justifi ed in 
fi ring Mr. McGuire, who was 
accused of hitting and kick-
ing the handcuff ed prisoner, 
according to a Sept. 8, 1988 
article in the Los Angeles 
Times.

The three-member Civil 
Service Commission stated 
in its unanimous ruling that 

“the handcuff ed Ramirez
was getting out of a Hun-
tington Park police cruiser
when McGuire kicked him
in front, then hit him on the
upper back with both hands
clinched together,” accord-
ing to the article.

The other offi  cer was sus-
pended for 30 days without
pay and returned to duty,
according to the news ac-
counts.

Ms. Rodriguez announced
this week that it was con-
fi rmed by the Commission
of Police Offi  cer Standards

See FIRED, Page A2

City of Chino 

Hills employee 

arrested on 

suspicion of 

child porn
By Josh Thompson
The emergency services 

analyst for the City of Chino 
Hills was arrested at Chino 
Hills City Hall 
Thursday af-
ternoon on 
suspicion of 
possessing 
and distrib-
uting child 
p o r n o g r a -
phy, accord-
ing to San 
Bernard ino 
County jail 
records and the Chino Hills 
Police Department. 

“It is suspected, and try-
ing to be confi rmed, that City 
of Chino Hills computers 
were used,” San Bernardino 
County Sheriff ’s Sgt. Jeff  Al-
lison said Friday morning. 
“Investigators are research-
ing which IP addresses were 
used.” 

Christopher Daniel Eddy, 
45, of Pomona, was booked 
into the West Valley Deten-
tion Center in Rancho Cu-
camonga after he was taken 
into custody at 1 p.m. at city 
hall, 14000 City Center Drive, 
according to San Bernardino 
County jail records. 

He was released at 12:53 
a.m. Friday after posting 
$25,000 bail, records show. 

Mr. Eddy was the subject of 
an investigation by the Chino 
Hills Police Department and 
the San Bernardino County 
Specialized Investigations 
Division’s Crimes Against 
Children’s Detail after inves-
tigators learned child pornog-
raphy was being distributed 
in Chino Hills and Pomona 
electronically and that it was 
being associated with the 
suspect, Chino Hills Police 
reported Thursday. 

The case has been for-
warded to the San Bernardi-
no County District Attorney’s 
offi  ce. 

Mr. Eddy was hired by the 
City of Chino Hills as the 
emergency services analyst 
in June 2019 and is a certifi ed 
state instructor in emergency 
management, an American 
Red Cross instructor and a 
community emergency re-
sponse team instructor.

Champion photo by  Marianne Napoles

Ernie Vicario, 61, wipes away tears when talking about his companion of 10 years, a little terrier 
named Romeo, who was attacked and killed by two pit bulls while Mr. Vicario was walking him in 
the stroller on 14th Street (shown behind him). He is holding the cane he used on the dogs. 

Chino pit bulls injure two people, kill dog 
By Marianne Napoles 
Two pit bulls that got loose 

from a home on 14th Street 
in Chino attacked a man, 
killed a small terrier dog, and 
injured an Inland Valley Hu-
mane Society offi  cer before 
being shot by offi  cers from 
the Chino Police Department 
on Thursday, June 16. 

Lt. Nick Marotta said the 
dogs were shot on 11th 
Street after they began at-
tacking the Humane Society 
offi  cer who was trying to se-
cure them. 

“In the best case scenario, 
none of this would have hap-
pened but obviously, the po-
lice had to stop the dogs,” Lt.  
Marotta said.

 According to a press re-
lease issued by the City of 
Chino the following day, the 
police responded to a re-
port of two dogs attacking 
a 50-year-old man in the 
13000 block of 14th Street.

Chino Police offi  cers found 
the man suff ering from “se-
vere injuries to his legs” at 
about 12:30 p.m. and he 
was taken by ambulance to 
the Pomona Valley Medical 
Center. 

After the dogs attacked the 

man, they continued on 14th 
Street where they were seen 
by Chino resident Ernie Vi-
cario who was walking north 
on 14th with his terrier Ro-
meo in a stroller. 

Mr. Vicario, who is disabled 
and favors one leg when 
he walks, said he saw the 
pit bulls cross 14th while he 
was approaching C Street. “I 
turned on C going west and 
they caught up and start-
ed attacking me,” he said. 
“There was nowhere to hide.”

After he began striking one 
of the dogs with a cane, the 
other one grasped Romeo’s 
head and pulled him out of 
the stroller, he said.

“The dog dragged Romeo 
like a rag doll and started 
shaking him,” said Mr. Vicar-
io, wiping away tears. “The 
dog threw him down, got him 
again, shook him, and threw 
him again.”

“I said no, no, no,” he said. 
The dogs then headed to-
ward 11th Street, Mr. Vicario 
said. 

He placed Romeo, who 
was still breathing, in the 
stroller and was driven to a 
veterinary facility in Ontario 
where Romeo was put to 
sleep. “I stayed with him in 

his fi nal moments,” he said.
Mr. Vicario, a U.S. Army 

veteran who said he no lon-
ger has a place to live, be-
lieves the dogs would have 
injured him had they not fo-
cused on Romeo. “He stuck 
his neck out for me,” he said.

When Chino Police offi  cers 
found the pit bulls on 11th 
Street, an offi  cer with the Hu-
mane Society was attempt-
ing to secure them when 
they attacked the offi  cer, Lt. 
Marotta said. 

That is when the two police 
offi  cers shot and killed the 
dogs, according to the press 
release.

“The Humane Offi  cer suf-
fered severe injuries and was 
transported by ambulance 
to the Chino Valley Medical 
Center,” according to the 
news release.

Nikole Bresciani, Inland 
Valley Humane Society pres-
ident/CEO, said the offi  cer is 
recovering at home. “She will 
make a full recovery, I have 
no doubt,” she said. 

Ms. Bresciani said it is un-
common to have a discharge 
of weapons involved in ani-
mal control. An investigation 
will be conducted by the Hu-
mane Society and the Chino 

Police Department, she said.
Ms. Bresciani said the fo-

cus should not be on the pit 
bull breed when the reality is 
that all dogs can bite if pro-
voked. “The focus should be 
about responsible pet owner-
ship,” she said. 

“People have wonderful re-
lationships with their pit bulls 
and they are great family 
pets,” she said. “The bigger 
dogs that have been left to 
age without behavior training 
can have issues that should 
be recognized and treated.”

Ms. Bresciani said the top 
breeds in the shelter are 
shepherds, huskies, pit bulls, 
and Malanois. “We don’t 
have a pit bull problem, we 
have an apathetic problem. 
People are apathetic to do 
the right thing as responsible 
pet owners,” she said.

“I can’t express enough the 
importance of altering pets to 
keep them from roaming be-
cause males are looking for 
females in heat,” she said. 

Ms. Bresciani said people 
need to do homework to fi nd 
the right dog for their family.

“We have a responsibility 
to do everything we can to 
ensure our animals are not a 
public safety hazard.” 

Chino sisters are Los Angeles County Superior Court judges

Peter 
McGuire

Submitted photo

Serena Murillo (right) administers the oath of offi ce to her younger sis-
ter Tiana during a swearing-in ceremony held May 2 at the Stanley Mosk 
Courthouse in Los Angeles. Both sisters are graduates of Chino High 
School and will sit as Superior Court Judges in Los Angeles County.

By Briana Munoz
Sisters Tiana and Serena 

Murillo, both graduates of 
Chino High School, are serv-
ing as Superior Court Judges 
in Los Angeles County after 
Serena administered the oath 
of offi  ce to her younger sister 
Tiana.

The swearing in ceremony 
took place May 2 at the Stan-
ley Mosk Courthouse in Los 
Angeles. Tiana, 42, said it 
was a special moment shared 
between sisters. Serena, 52, 
who has been a judge since 
2015 said she felt extremely 
proud of her sister. 

“It was the fi rst time since 
the pandemic that I felt pure 
joy,” Serena said.

The event was attended 
by family and friends includ-
ing many graduates of Chino 
High School.

Serena graduated in 1988 
and Tiana graduated in 1997.

They played basketball for 
Chino High and were coached 
by their father Joe Murillo who 
was a basketball coach at the 

school for 34 years. 
Mr. Murillo led the Chino 

High Cowgirls to three CIF-
Southern Section titles in the 
1980s and is the namesake 
of the Chino High basket-
ball court. His wife, Diane, 
said his success as a coach 
helped his daughters learn 
the value of discipline. 

Mr. Murillo said he grew up 
in a family of migrant workers 
who worked in terrible condi-
tions.

“I realized there was no fu-
ture in that,” he said. “My par-
ents instilled in me the value 
of education, so I carried that 
into my role as a coach and 
parent.”

“My dad was recognized 
for having high standards 
as a coach, which meant 
he held his own kids to high 
standards,” Tiana said. “He 
believed in us unwaveringly 
and always pushed us to do 
our best.” 

Tiana said she is extremely 
lucky to have a supportive 

See SISTERS, Page A2
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Eddy


