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Second 
units
Chino Hills 
residents may now 
build second units 
on their properties 
with fewer rules.
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War 
exhibit
A Vietnam War 
exhibit is moved 
to the Chino 
American Legion 
from the Chino 
Senior Center.
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Life in Chino 
66 years ago
Columnist Kerry 
Cisneroz writes 
about the sights 
and sounds of life 
in the city of 
Chino in 1955.
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Soquel 
Canyon 
Chino Hills 
historian Paul 
Spitzzeri gives a 
lesson about 
Soquel Canyon 
in the 1930s. 
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Off  to a 
good start
The Ayala High 
baseball team 
begins the season 
with a 6-1 record 
after defeating 
Corona High on 
Tuesday, 8-4.
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In this image of The Shoppes and government center complex, the existing unused parking lot known as “Shoppes II” would
contain 460 housing units as shown in yellow. Another 714 units are being proposed north of Shoppes Drive where the fi rst-
fl oor retail would face the Main Street corridor.

Four-story housing above retail proposed at Shoppes
By Marianne Napoles
In the continuing struggle 

to fi nd places in Chino Hills 
for high-density housing, The 
Shoppes at Chino Hills has 
proposed to use more than 
100,000 square feet of retail 
space to make way for four-
story multi-housing units on 
top of ground-level stores.

An architect hired by The 
Shoppes drew a preliminary 
site plan where 714 high-den-
sity housing units would be 
built in two large complexes 
on seven acres.

The site plan was shown 
to the Chino Hills Planning 
Commission Tuesday during 
the fi fth housing workshop 

where locations are being 
sought to build 3,270 housing 
units, of which 2,202 must be 
high density, or 20 to 30 units 
per acre to satisfy state man-
dates.

Senior planner Michael 
Hoffl  inger said the dwelling 
units are proposed on the 
south half of the Shoppes, 
and based on conversations 
with the owners, the concept 
could involve the relocation of 
existing tenants and the buy-
out of others.

He described the plan as 
“very preliminary.”

Based on the site plan, the 
housing would be built gener-
ally south of Main Street and 
north of Shoppes Drive where 

the retail would face the Main 
Street corridor.

Just a few weeks prior to 
Tuesday’s meeting, the site 
was considered for 151 dwell-
ing units.

The proposal is sepa-
rate from the city-owned 
“Shoppes II” site where 460 
units are proposed on the 
eight-acre unused parking lot 
at City Center Drive, adjacent 
to the Chino Valley Fire Dis-
trict headquarters. (See im-
age above.)

Commissioner Sheran 
Voigt said she didn’t realize 
stores would be removed or 
relocated at The Shoppes to 
make way for housing.

Commissioner Mike Stover 

said whenever the city con-
siders changing commercially 
zoned property, an economic 
impact report is produced “ex-
cept for now when we attempt 
to do the biggest one in our 
history. Then we stop produc-
ing economic impact reports.”

The following day, Mr. Sto-
ver said the commission was 
surprised by the announce-
ment. “We need to get a bet-
ter handle on this,” he said. 
“What is wanted by the prop-
erty owner may not be best 
for Chino Hills.”

Chairman Jerry Blum said 
the Shoppes provides an 
incredible experience for 
residents and shoppers from 
other cities and “we cannot 

aff ord to destroy that experi-
ence.”

He also acknowledged that 
commercial property may not 
be as viable as it once was.  
“Coming out of the pandemic, 
it will be interesting to see 
how brick and mortar retail 
will respond,” he said.  “We 
can’t destroy that feel but we 
could enhance that feel by 
creating mixed use with more 
people to go there and shop.”

Chino Hills resident Jeff  
Vaka, who has attended all 
the workshops, said plac-
ing 714 housing units at The 
Shoppes is not acceptable. 

“The big shock is that the 
number of units proposed 

San 

Bernardino 

County

enters 

orange tier

See SHOPPES, Page A3

A milestone was reached 
Wednesday when San Ber-
nardino County moved from 
the red tier into the less re-
strictive orange tier of the 
state’s “Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy.”

The orange tier means that 
many institutions and busi-
nesses may now open to 50 
percent capacity, a big jump 
from the red tier’s limit of 25 
percent capacity.

Some businesses like bars 
and bowling alleys can now 
reopen for the fi rst time in 
more than a year.

Any bar in the county may 
open for outdoor service.

Restaurants, movie the-
aters and museums may 
double the number of guests 
allowed inside. 

Wineries and breweries 
can allow patrons to enjoy 
their beverages indoors and 
outdoor stadiums can open 
at 33 percent capacity.

The orange tier means the 
spread of COVID-19 has 
been reduced to a moderate 
level as the number of cases 
continues to decline. 

As of Monday, the county’s 
daily adjusted rate was 3.4 
per 100,000.

“This is a great day for 
county residents, the vast 
majority of whom have faith-
fully followed public health 
guidelines and patiently wait-
ed for a chance to get back 
to their regular lives,” said 
Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Curt Hagman. “This, 
combined with our success-
ful vaccination eff orts, means 
we are on track for a great 
summer ahead.”

Supervisor Hagman said 
the county’s key COVID-19 
metrics, ranging from its case 
rate to positivity and health 
equity positivity rates, have 
continued to decline, while 
the number of residents vac-
cinated against COVID-19 
increases daily.

“To put things in perspec-
tive, we had 38 new cases 
of COVID-19 on April 2, com-

California State Park Foundation photos
Earth Day celebrations sponsored by the California State Parks Foundation have been taking place 
annually for 20 years. Volunteers are shown at a past Earth Day event at Chino Hills State Park.

By Marianne Napoles
Earth Day was hardly cel-

ebrated last year because of 
the pandemic but this year 
some creative planning has 
led to various forms of activ-
ity by cities, the State Park, 
and the Inland Empire Utili-
ties Agency (IEUA).

In the wetlands
IEUA General Manager 

Shivaji Deshmukh said this 
year’s event is online but 
still serves as the ultimate 
“Go Green” information 
package for participants to 
explore resources and ser-
vices available to them and 
to learn about the environ-
ment and natural resources.

The agency is partnering 
with the City of Chino to host 
activities throughout Earth 
Week from Sunday, April 18 
to Saturday, April 24.

Mr. Deshmukh said visi-
tors will have the opportu-
nity to virtually explore the 
Chino Creek Wetlands and 
Educational Park through 
an interactive and immer-
sive platform as they take 

part in educational activities, 
navigate through resources 
provided by external vendors, 
learn about environmental re-
sources and how to protect 
them, enjoy an environmen-
tal show, and participate in 
opportunities to receive free 
giveaways. 

The Chino Creek Wetlands 
consist of 22 acres on El Pra-
do Road and Kimball Avenue 
featuring native plants, trees, 
and ponds supplied with 
treated water from the IEUA 
which has its headquarters 
adjacent to the wetlands.

The wetlands are open to 
the public to visit anytime.

Students and the public will 
learn about water resources, 
how compost benefi ts the 
soil, the diversity and impor-
tance of the region’s habitat 
including virtual wildlife en-
counters and native plant life, 
and the importance of proper 
recycling. 

Participants will be able to 
visit the cheeseburger booth 
to learn how much water it 
takes to make a cheese-

Earth Day events to be celebrated this month

See PARK, Page A2

Volunteers had a long road ahead of them clear-
ing out vegetation at the Chino Hills State Park 
at a past Earth Day event. See ORANGE, Page A2


