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Holiday
shopping
The Holiday
Gift Guide in
today’s Champion
offers tips to
make shopping
a bit easier.
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Street
racing
Complaints
about racing
in Chino Hills
prompts extra
patrol during
the holidays.
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Chino
inspectors
Code enforcement 
division to bulk
up due to 
population
growth in city.
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Christmas
play
The holiday classic 
“A Christmas
Carol” opens 
this month 
at the Chino 
Community
Theatre. 
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Best in 
state
Chino Hills High 
girls’ volleyball 
captures the CIF 
State Division 3 
championship with 
a three-set sweep 
over Carondelet 
High of Concord. 
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Della Robbia wreaths bring Christmas in a box
By Josh Thompson
Boys Republic staff  and 

students began production 
of more than 30,000 Della 
Robbia wreaths last week, 
a tradition entering its 98th 
year.

The wreaths, designed 
with Pacifi c Northwest ev-
ergreen boughs encrusted 
with pine cones and seed 
pods, are being shipped 
around the world from Boys 
Republic in Chino Hills, a 
residential community for 
troubled youth. 

“Last year, we sold around 
31,000, and we expect a 
little more than that this year 
based on sales we have 
seen so far,” executive di-
rector Chris Burns said. 
“I’ve heard a lot of stories 
from people whose moms 
and dads had purchased 
wreaths and they are con-
tinuing the tradition.” 

A few companies purchase 
wreaths as holiday gifts for 
their employees, he added. 

The wreath program is one 
of Boys Republic’s largest 
fundraisers.

A 22-inch diameter wreath 
sells for $58.95, and the 
28-inch wreath is selling for 
$79.95. Taxes, shipping and 
handling are included. 

The all-natural wreaths 
contain noble fi r evergreens 
with fl ower eucalyptus from 
Ventura and Whittier, Cali-
fornia; pine cones from the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains; 
plumosum native to Israel 
and South Africa; apples 
and lemons that are hand-
rubbed in alcohol and lac-
quered to keep them colorful 
and plump; bottle tree pod 
from San Fernando Valley; 
and lotus pod, and a water 
lily seed casing with many 
of the seeds still intact, gath-
ered from area lakes and 
ponds. 

Orders will be shipped 
through Dec. 10. 

Wreaths can be ordered at 
boysrepublic.org or by call-
ing (800) 833-7769. 

ABOVE: Boys Republic staff member 
Joshua Himes places a Della Robbia 
wreath on a conveyer hook Monday 
during production that will continue 
through Dec. 8. The wreath program be-
gan in 1923.

LEFT: A staff member assembles 
wreaths during Monday’s production. 
The design of the cone, pods and fruits 
was inspired by the ceramic wreath 
sculptures of the Della Robbia family of 
artisans in 16th century Florence, Italy. 
The idea was taken back to Boys Repub-
lic by a founder, Margaret Fowler, after 
a trip to Europe in the 1920s.

Champion photos by 
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The city offices of Chino 
and Chino Hills, San Ber-
nardino County offices 
and county libraries will 
be closed today (Nov. 25) 
and Friday, Nov. 26 in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving.

Trash will not be picked 
up today (Nov. 25) in both 
Chino and Chino Hills and 
will be delayed one day 
the remainder of the week.

The City of Chino Hills 
will not issue street 
sweeping citations today 
(Nov. 25) and Friday, Nov. 
26.

Federal offices will be 
closed today (Nov. 25) 
and there will be no mail 
delivery. Banks will also 
be closed.

Chino Valley Unified 
School District campuses 
and the district office will 
reopen Monday, Nov. 29.

The Champion Newspa-
pers office is closed today 
(Nov. 25) and Friday, Nov. 
26. 

There will be no paper 
Saturday, Nov. 27. 

The next issue of the 
Chino Valley Champion 
will be delivered Saturday, 
Dec. 4.

City moves away from single to multi-family units
By Marianne Napoles
Chino Hills Building Offi  -

cial Winston Ward has pro-
vided the Champion with a 
look at how residential and 
commercial construction ac-
tivity has fared this year as 
2021 comes to an end.

So far, in calendar year 
2021, 27 permits for resi-
dential units have been is-
sued, compared with 34 res-
idential units built in 2020. 

Mr. Ward said the city is 
seeing a move away from 
the past dominance of sin-
gle-family homes to a pre-
dominance of multi-family 
units.

The trend started in 2016-
17 and continues today, he 
said.

Over the last six years, 
1,362 multi-family units 
have been built versus 416 
single family units. 

Currently, there are 216 

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Solar panels can be seen on the rooftops at Founders residential community 
on the southeast corner of Grand Avenue and Founders Drive. This year saw a 
marked increase in the issuance of permits for photovoltaic and energy storage 
systems in Chino Hills.

Community gives thanks to dog sleuth

Photo by Ken Montague
Chino Hills resident Laura Montague, known for her ability to reunite lost 
dogs with their owners, is thankful for a pet engraving machine donated to 
her by a community grateful for her efforts. She is shown with her little dog 
Pepper, a shih tzu yorkie mix.
to microchip, the next best 
thing is to put a tag on their 
dog,” she said.

In the past, she purchased 
collars and tags for every 

dog, and spent her own 
money on veterinary visits, 
microchipping, vaccinations, 
and supplies.

When Chino Hills resident 

Arleen Udeshi met Mrs. 
Montague in 2015, she was 
astounded by her works and 

By Marianne Napoles
She goes to sleep with 

her ear to the phone and 
is known to bolt out of bed 
at all hours of the night to 
help somebody fi nd their 
lost dog.

Chino Hills resident and 
pet sleuth Laura Montague 
has a gift for reuniting pets 
with their owners and her 
name is constantly pop-
ping up on social media 
feeds after being tagged 
when a photo of a lost dog 
is posted.

She has been called “liv-
ing angel,” “hero,” “awe-
some,” and “amazing” and 
that’s just a few of the com-
pliments sent her way over 
the past many years.

This week, she was 
called out on social media 
as somebody to be grateful 
for at Thanksgiving time.

Recently, the community 
showed their love by do-
nating $3,600 for a tag en-
graving machine.

Residents who do not 
microchip in Chino Hills 
cannot get a license, so 
they fl y under the radar un-
til their dog goes missing, 
Mrs. Montague said.

“If we can’t get residents See SLEUTH, Page A2

single family units in the 
pipeline versus 967 multi-
family units.

This trend is further ex-
acerbated by the state’s 
Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA) require-
ments that will force the city 
to accommodate many addi-
tional high-density residen-
tial sites, Mr. Ward said.

In addition to the RHNA 
requirements, the state has 
also implemented programs 
to increase the development 
of more aff ordable housing 
through AB 881 (accessory 
dwelling units) and SB 9 
(residential lot splits). 

“The city is already seeing 
the impacts of the accessory 
dwelling unit legislation with 
permits for seven acces-
sory dwelling units issued in 
2021, with an additional 10 
accessory dwelling units in 

See UNITS, Page A2
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