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Ball signs with
Hornets,
Okongwu inks
deal with Hawks

On the
INSIDE
Festive
lights

City of Chino
hosts its annual
Christmas Tree
lightning ceremony
in front of
Chino City Hall.
Page A3

By Josh Thompson

9-foot
menorah

A very tall
menorah will be lit
during an outdoor
public ceremony in
Chino Hills the ﬁrst
day of Hannukah.
Page B1

More than
equal

Immigrant's son
educated in Chino.
See this week's
Rolltop Roundup.
Page B2

Certiﬁed
results

San Bernardino
County certiﬁes
its results from the
2020 general
election. See local
race results in
today's Champion.
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Delayed
again

The California
Interscholastic
Federation
announces it has
pushed back the
start of the 2020-21
high school sports
seasons until at
least January.
Page A8
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Chino Mayor Eunice Ulloa presents retiring Mayor Pro Tem Tom Haughey with a city plaque for 20 years of service. Mr. Haughey’s wife Karen
(shown at his side) and son Christopher (right) attended his retirement
recognition on Tuesday at city hall.

Retiring Chino councilmember
brings heart to public service
By Dawn Marks
After 20 years on the
Chino City Council, Tom
Haughey’s
retirement
marks the end of one chapter of his life, but not his
public service.
In a surprise announcement Tuesday, Curt Hagman, chairman of the San
Bernardino County Board
of Supervisors representing the fourth district, stated that he nominated Mr.
Haughey for an open seat
on the county’s planning
commission.
Supervisor
Hagman
made the announcement
during Mr. Haughey's retirement recognition at the city

council meeting.
The fourth district includes
Chino, Chino Hills, Ontario,
Montclair and the southern
portion of Upland.
The Board of Supervisors
will review his recommendation on Tuesday, Dec. 8.
Mr. Haughey is expected
to replace Gabe Chavez,
who was appointed in January 2019 and recently resigned.
The ﬁve county supervisors each recommend a
planning commissioner for
a four-year term.
County meetings are held
twice a month, leaving time
for Mr. Haughey to engage
in other activities in addition
to running his local insur-

ance business.
The supervisor hinted at
one activity.
“Tom wants to pick up the
Civil War reenactment,”
Mr. Hagman said. “And he
still ﬁts in his uniform that
he got a hundred years
ago. It still ﬁts, which I’m
very jealous of,” he joked.
The reference was to Mr.
Haughey’s past participation in the American Civil
War reenactments held
at Prado Regional Park in
Chino, where he played a
union artilleryman.
During his term, Mr.
Haughey served on numerous local and regional
See COUNCIL, Page A2

They’re signed and ready
to play.
Former Chino Hills High
standout basketball players LaMelo Ball signed with
the Charlotte Hornets on
Wednesday and Onyeka
Okongwu signed with the
Atlanta Hawks on Nov. 24.
Ball was the third overall
pick and Okongwu was taken sixth by their respective
teams in the Nov. 18 NBA
Draft.
They are the second and
third members of Chino
Hills High’s 2015-16 national championship team to be
taken in an NBA Draft, joining LaMelo’s oldest brother
Lonzo Ball, who was taken
second overall in 2017 by
the Los Angeles Lakers.
Lonzo Ball now plays for the
New Orleans Pelicans.
Chino Hills High became
the ﬁrst high school basketball team to have three
players taken in the top six
of any NBA Draft.
LaMelo Ball and Okongwu
were co-national Maxpreps
Freshmen of the Year during the 2015-16 season that
saw the Huskies ﬁnish 35-0
after winning the school’s
ﬁrst CIF-Southern Section
and CIF State championships.
Ball will earn $7,839,960
this season and $8,231,760
next season with the Hornets.
Charlotte could pick up
the options for Ball’s third
and fourth years in the
league with yearly salaries
of $8,623,920 for the 202223 season and $10,900,635

LaMelo Ball

Onyeka Okongwu
for 2023-24.
There’s already a qualifying oﬀer of $14,301,633 for
the 2024-25 season, according to the team.
Ball, a 6-foot-7 point
guard, reportedly signed a
$100 million endorsement
contract with Puma in October.
Charlotte will play the ﬁrst
of its four preseason games
on Sunday, Dec. 12 against
Toronto.
The Hornets will again
host Toronto on Dec. 14
and travel to Orlando for
preseason games on Thursday, Dec. 17 and Saturday,
Dec. 19.

See SIGNINGS, Page A4

‘Bürgermeister’ Johsz is mayor of Chino Hills State Park
volunteers
are grateful
for help
By Marianne Napoles

Brian Johsz was selected
as the new mayor of Chino
Hills for 2021 in a unanimous vote by the city council on Nov. 24.
Mr. Johsz, citing his heritage, noted that the word
“mayor” is “Bürgermeister”
in German.
He said his 11-year-old
son and 7-year-old daughter roared with laughter that
their dad is now the Bürgermeister of Chino Hills.
“This will be a fun time, if
COVID allows it,” Mr. Johsz
said. “It is an honor to serve
as mayor and I am excited
for the opportunity to lead
our city during these trying
times.”
Mr. Johsz, 40, will replace
Art Bennett who served
most of his 2020 term in the
midst of the pandemic.
Ray Marquez was selected as vice mayor.
In Chino Hills, the mayorship position is rotated every year, unlike other cities
such as Chino where the
mayor is an elected position.

By Marianne Napoles

Although 8,850 acres,
pr 62 percent, of the more
than 14,000-acre Chino Hills
State Park burned in the
Blue Ridge Fire, a group of
volunteers who work to enhance public awareness of
this natural resource has a
lot to be grateful for.
The Chino Hills State Park
Interpretive
Association
(CHSPIA) holds educational
and interpretive activities to
enhance visitor experiences
and show how important it is
to maintain and restore the
park's natural habitat.
Board member Eric Johnson, who also serves on the
Carbon Canyon Fire Safe
Council, said a $5,000 grant
was received from the CaliPhoto by Denise Cattern
fornia State Parks FoundaBrian Johsz has been selected as the mayor of Chino Hills. He will preside
tion to provide extra staﬃng
at his ﬁrst meeting Tuesday, Dec. 8.
See MAYOR, Page A2 that was needed due to the
pandemic. The funds were
used to hire a part-time
maintenance aide to make
sure the bathrooms were
kept clean and safe, he said.
By Josh Thompson
The board also received
a generous donation from a
Nearly a month after
park user who said she had
closing its doors when
been using the Rim Crest
two staff members tested
entrance for years without
positive for coronavirus,
paying parking fees and
the Planes of Fame Air
the donation was meant to
Museum at Chino Airport
make up for it.
will remain closed for the
Also, just this month, popforeseeable future, a muular interpreter Ian Bernstein
seum official said Monreturned to the park after alday.
most a year and the board is
“At this point, and parglad to have him back, Mr.
ticularly with the SouthJohnson said.
ern California region seeThe ﬁre helped expose aring a surge in COVID-19
eas where old barbed wire
infections, we have opted
fencing is still up from the
to remain closed for the
days cattle grazed on the
time being,” said Brian
rangeland, causing injuries
Finnegan, director of edChampion photo by Josh Thompson
to wildlife.
ucational programs and
Visitors are being asked to
museum development at Planes of Fame Air Museum on Cal Aero Drive, south of Merrill Avenue
mark locations and report it
the museum. “We will be at the Chino Airport, will remain closed for the foreseeable future beto parks staﬀ at the kiosk. To
reviewing and assessing cause of the surge of COVID-19 cases taking place in Southern California.
donate to CHSPIA or to volthe situation this week In November, the museum closed after two staff members tested positive
unteer, visit chinohillsstate
and hopefully will be able
for COVID-19. The two staff members are recovering, a museum ofﬁcial park.org, click on "about"
See MUSEUM, Page A4 said this week.
and "CHSPIA."

Planes of Fame staying closed over virus concerns

