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Invasive mosquitoes biting the Chino Valley
By Marianne Napoles
Black mosquitoes with 

distinctive white stripes are 
biting and bugging residents 
in the Chino Valley.

They are considered inva-
sive because they can po-
tentially carry diseases such 
as West Nile Virus, Zika and 
others, said vector offi  cials.

The “Aedes” mosquitoes 
were fi rst identifi ed in the 
boundaries of the West 
Valley Mosquito and Vec-
tor Control District in 2015, 
and a steady increase in 
population has been occur-
ring since then, said district 
manager Michelle Brown.

“This year, we have ob-
served and tracked a sig-
nifi cant increase and the 

phenomenon is occurring 
throughout southern Cali-
fornia,” Dr. Brown said. “The 
aggressive, day-biting mos-
quito prefers to blood-feed 
on human hosts.”

The district includes Chino 
Hills, Chino, Ontario, Mont-
clair, Upland, Rancho Cu-
camonga and surrounding 
county areas.

Tiny places
The mosquitoes favor 

small water sources to 
lay eggs, such as a water 
bottle cap, which are often 
overlooked by residents 
as a place that mosquitoes 
breed, she said.

They also lay eggs in 
containers inside homes as 
well.

Flower pot overfl ow pans, 

toys, garden tools and pet 
dishes are other potential 
egg-laying sites.

Dr. Brown said residents 
are accustomed to control-
ling larger sources such as 
fountains and swimming 
pools. 

“These mosquitoes re-
quire a heightened sense of 
yard hygiene," she said.

Given their aggressive bit-
ing nature, mosquito repel-
lent will be the best tool to 
prevent bites, she said.

Aedes mosquitoes will lay 
eggs on the sides of con-
tainers, usually just above 
the water line, and when the 
eggs meet with water, they 
activate and hatch. 

City of Chino staff get new holiday, salary increase
By Brenda Dunkle

A new holiday and new 
contracts for some city of 
Chino employees will add 
more than $1.5 million to 
the city’s budget this year. 
The city council approved 
the changes at its Tuesday 
meeting.

Adding Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day  –  observed 
the third Monday of Janu-
ary each year – as a paid 
holiday for both full- and 
part-time employees will 

increase the city budget by 
$201,213. Police offi  cers 
who have to work that day 
will be provided an addi-
tional 10 hours. 

Full- and part-time city 
employees’ other holidays 
include New Year’s Day, 
Presidents Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day and 
Christmas Day. In addition, 
full-time employees receive 
fi ve hours paid vacation on 
Christmas Eve and on New 

Year’s Eve. Part-time em-
ployees receive 2½ hours 
paid vacation on each of 
those days.

Following months of ne-
gotiations, two-year labor 
agreements were reached 
with the Chino Police Man-
agement Association and 
the Chino Police Offi  cers 
Association.

Four-year agreements 
were reached with the Chi-
no Police Professional Em-
ployees’ Association; the 
Chino City Hall Confi den-

tial Employee Association; 
the American Federation of 
State, County and Munici-
pal Employees; part-time 
employees; unrepresented 
management, executive 
management and elected 
offi  cials.

These new contracts will 
increase the city’s annual 
budget by more than $1.3 
million.

Not included in the new 
agreements are profes-
sional, technical and cleri-
cal employees, represent-

ed by Teamsters Local 
Union No. 1932. Those 
negotiations are expected 
to conclude soon, city offi  -
cials said.

Employees under the 
four-year contract will re-
ceive a 3 percent cost of 
living pay increase this fi s-
cal year and next, and a 2 
percent increase in each of 
the 2021-2022 and 2022-
2023 fi scal years. This fi s-

Kahoots photo

Pepper the cockatiel went missing from Ka-
hoots Pet Store in Chino Hills Aug. 31. Store 
customers are offering a $500 reward for the 
14-month-old bird.

By Marianne Napoles
Pepper, a cockatiel who 

whistled Happy Birthday 
to customers at Kahoots 
Pet Store in Chino Hills, 
disappeared Aug. 31 to the 
dismay of patrons and em-
ployees.

The friendly bird, who oc-
cupied an enclosure in the 
front of the store, was not 
for sale but was provided 
for the enjoyment of cus-
tomers, said store supervi-
sor Christina Magana.

Kahoots is located in the 
Chino Hills Marketplace at  
Chino Hills Parkway and 
Pipeline Avenue.

Ms. Magana said several 
employees were standing 
relatively close to Pepper’s 
enclosure helping custom-
ers after a Saturday dog 
training event had ended.

She observed young 
adults among the custom-
ers milling around and 30 
minutes later, a customer 
asked, “Where’s Pepper?”

The employees searched 
for the cockatiel in the 

shopping center and called 
the Chino Hills Police De-
partment.

No leads
Capt. John Walker said a 

thorough investigation was 
conducted but there are 
no leads. He said the case 
will remain open as leads 
are identifi ed.

The captain said there 
was no video at the loca-
tion and nothing in the im-
mediate area that would 
assist with the investiga-
tion.

Ms. Magana said the 
bird’s wings were clipped 
so it did not fl y out of the 
store.

She said there has been 
an outpouring of support 
from customers and resi-
dents who have been call-
ing or visiting the store to 
ask about Pepper.

Many residents used to 
visit the store for the sole 
purpose of playing with 
the cockatiel who whistled 
“Pop Goes the Weasel” 
and repeatedly said “hello 
Pepper,” she said.

Employee Julie Lass, a 
Chino resident, said the 
store does not sell pets 
anymore because of Cali-
fornia law so it provided 
Pepper and two guinea 
pegs named Thelma and 
Louise for the pleasure of 
customers.

California was the fi rst 
state in the nation to ban 
the sale of dogs, cats, and 
rabbits in pet stores unless 
they come from animal 
shelters or rescue groups.

A $500 reward is being 
off ered for Pepper by two 
customers.

Ms. Maganaa said the 
reward will be given to 
anyone who returns Pep-
per alive and no questions 
will be asked.

Anyone with informa-
tion on the whereabouts of 
Pepper are encouraged to 
contact Det. Andrew Mc-
Coy from the Chino Hills 
Police Department at 364-
2000 or email him at amc 
coy@sbcsd.org.

Kahoots can be reached 
at 606-9567.

Chino packing plant beef recalled because of error 
By Josh Thompson
More than 24,400 pounds 

of raw beef products pro-
duced and packaged Aug. 
21 at the Chino-based 
American Beef Packers are 
being recalled after a car-
cass that had been tested 
was erroneously released 
and processed before the 
test results were received.

The company is located at 
13677 Yorba Ave.

The beef products are 
unfi t for human consump-

tion, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) on Aug. 31. 

“The fi rm notifi ed FSIS on 
Aug. 30 that a carcass that 
was pending laboratory re-
sults had been released and 
further processed into raw 
intact and non-intact beef 
products,” spokeswoman 
Maria Machuca said. “There 
have been no confi rmed 
reports or adverse reac-
tions due to consumption of 
these products.”

She said that anyone 
concerned about a reaction 
from eating the beef prod-
ucts should contact their 
doctor.

Items connected to the 
recall have the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s estab-
lishment number of “EST. 
34741” inside the mark of 
inspection. The beef was 
shipped to federal estab-
lishments in California and 
Oregon, Ms. Machuca said.

“FSIS is concerned that 
some product may be fro-

zen and in consumers’ re-
frigerators or freezers, or 
both,” she added. “Consum-
ers who have purchased 
these products are urged 
not to consume them. 
These products should be 
thrown away or returned to 
the place of purchase.”

The beef products being 
recalled are:

•Bulk pack combo bins 
containing American Beef 
Packers 85 Boneless Beef 
Chunks with lot No. 110 and 
Bin No. 85 and Bin No. 86.

•Bulk pack combo bins 
containing American Beef 
Packers 90 Boneless Beef 
with Lot No. 110 and Bin 
No. 81, Bin No. 82 and Bin. 
No. 83.

•Bulk pack combo bins 
containing American Beef 
Packers 85 Boneless Beef 
with Lot No. 25-110 and Bin 
No. 84 and Lot No. 110 and 
Bin No. 88.

•Cases containing Ameri-
can Beef Packers Rib-

Submitted photo

The black and white Aedes mosquitoes are found 
indoors and outdoors. They have distinctive 
white bands on their bodies.

Champion photo by Brenda Dunkle
Attorney Sam Crowe (left) speaks to his client Jesse Fonseca at a recent 
meeting where Chino and Ontario residents gathered to discuss their con-
cerns about the noise from planes taking off and landing at Ontario Inter-
national Airport. Mr. Fonseca of Ontario, organized the meeting.

Residents organizing over plane noise; next meeting Sunday
By Brenda Dunkle

More than 50 people 
gathered in a noisy restau-
rant recently to discuss how 
noise of another kind keeps 
them awake in the wee 
hours of the morning.

The group – residents 
from northeast Chino and 
southwest Ontario – are or-
ganizing to get some action 
on noise created by planes 
fl ying into and out of nearby 
Ontario International Air-
port.

“It wakes you out of a 
dead sleep. It feels like 
they’re taxiing on your 
roof,” Jan Freeman said 
about her almost nightly 
encounters with the noise 
from planes fl ying over her 
home near Walnut and Cy-

press avenues in Chino.
Diane Mellon, who lives 

just north of Riverside 
Drive, off  Mountain Avenue 
in Chino, said the noise is 
worse in the fall when she 
and her husband leave their 
bedroom window open. “In 
hot months, we have the 
air conditioning on, and 
the windows closed, so we 
can’t hear it as much.”

Some of the residents 
have taken decibel read-
ings of the planes to gauge 
how bad the noise is at their 
homes.

The Aug. 18 meeting was 
organized by Jesse Fon-
seca, who has lived for 23 
years on Cedar Avenue just 
south of Francis Avenue in 
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