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talk
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Accident 
update
Chino Hills 
police said a 
woman struck by a 
car Feb. 3 was not 
in a crosswalk.
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retirement
Chino High 
baseball will retire 
the number 11 in 
honor of a 1991 
graduate.
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Saturday 
semifi nals
Two high school 
soccer teams and 
one girls basketball 
teams will play in 
semifi nal matches 
today (Feb. 22).
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School district plans headquarters on Ramona
By Dawn Marks 

A general contractor will 
build a 60,000-square-foot  
administration building for 
the Chino Valley school 
district under an agree-
ment that would allow the 
builder to construct a ware-
house on district land with 
no lease payments for 66 
years.

The agreement with Xe-
bec Building Company was 
approved by the school 
board at its meeting Thurs-
day night.

Xebec's proposal listed 
$13.8 million for construc-
tion of the district build-
ing, said Greg Stachura, 

Assistant Superintendent 
of Facilities, Planning and 
Operations.

"The cost to the district is 
zero, nada, zilch," Mr. Sta-
chura told the board.

The proposed two-story 
administration offi  ce will be 
constructed by Xebec on 
Ramona Avenue between 
the district’s professional 
development center build-
ings on Danito Court and 
Buena Vista Continuation 
High on Ramona Avenue in 
Chino.

Xebec will also construct 
a 300,000-square-foot 
warehouse and develop 
13.75 acres on a second 
parcel of land in the same 

area west of Yorba Avenue, 
south of Chino Avenue and 
north of Schaefer Avenue.  

The developer will be re-
sponsible for all costs as-
sociated with developing 
and constructing the two 
buildings, including envi-
ronmental studies, street 
improvements, utility tie-ins 
and entitlements, as well 
as all construction costs.  

Mr. Stachura said con-
struction will begin within 
nine months to one year 
and will take approximately 
two years.  

Through its architect 
Ware Malcomb, Xebec 
has provided plans for the 
administration building to 

include a board room, as-
sessment center, superin-
tendent’s offi  ce, business 
services, student support 
services, attendance, spe-
cial education, curriculum, 
technology, communica-
tions, facilities, human re-
sources and other district 
departments. 

Mr. Stachura said the bus 
yard will remain at 5130 
Riverside Drive, Chino, 
where the district offi  ce and 
school board room have 
been located since 1980.

The district’s plans for the 
buildings, most of which 
were built from the 1930s 
to the 1950s, have not yet 
been determined, Mr. Sta-

chura said. 
The district in 2018 be-

gan to seek proposals to 
lease the two properties 
to a private person, fi rm or 
corporation and had stated 
that the terms of the lease 
agreement would include 
the construction of one or 
more buildings. 

The school board also ap-
proved a land grant trans-
fer from the Chino Unifi ed 
School District Land Acqui-
sition Corporation to the 
school district for the lease 
agreement. 

A preliminary drawing of 
the district building was 
included in the board's 
agenda.

See TREE, Page A2

Prayer gathering lifts spirits in Chino Valley
By Marianne Napoles

Approximately 270 par-
ticipants rose bright and 
early Wednesday morning 
to collectively pray in what 
promises to be an annual 
event by the newly formed 
Chino Valley Mayors' 
Prayer Breakfast Commit-
tee.

Los Serranos Country 
Club was fi lled to the brim 
by 7 a.m. with many com-
menting on the turnout and 
wondering why so much 
time had lapsed since the 
last offi  cial event held more 
than 20 years ago.

“I think the many who at-
tended did not know what 
to expect and they felt the 
presence of God and felt 
it was such a blessing for 
our community to gather 
together and pray for our 
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Chino Hills Mayor Art Bennett (left) Chino Mayor Eunice Ulloa and Pas-
tor Mike Spradlin of Valley Christian Church in Chino pray at the May-
ors’ Prayer Breakfast Wednesday morning.See PRAYER, Page A3

Chino Hills named a 'Tree City USA'
By Marianne Napoles
The city of Chino Hills 

doesn’t need a designation 
to prove that trees are one of 
its most cherished resources 
with 42,500 city-owned trees 
lining trails, parks, and medi-
ans.

The Arbor Day Foundation 
recently notifi ed the city that 
it has been recognized as 
a “Tree City USA” after staff  
submitted an application last 
fall refl ecting its commitment 
to the urban forest through 
the standards set forth by 
the national foundation, ac-
cording to maintenance and 
operations manager Sean 
O’Connor.

Mr. O’Connor said cities that 
achieve Tree City USA status 
meet four standards of urban 
forestry management: main-
taining a tree board or depart-
ment, having a community 
tree ordinance, spending at 
least $2 per capita on urban 
forestry, and celebrating Ar-
bor Day.

The city held its inaugural 

Arbor Day last April in con-
junction with the California 
Conservation Corps by plant-
ing 150 trees in Hollow Run 
Nature Park including Coast 
Live Oak, California Syca-
more, and White Alder spe-
cies.

The project was part of the 
city’s Healthy Hills initiative.

The next Arbor Day event 
is being planned for April, Mr. 
O’Connor said.

Two Tree City USA road-
way recognition signs provid-
ed by the Arbor Day Founda-
tion will be installed by staff  at 
the 71 Freeway entrances at 
Grand Avenue and Butterfi eld 
Ranch Road.

The city has held numerous 
Earth Day events over the 
years with tree planting proj-
ects in nature parks such as 
Hickory Creek and Strickling.

The city has also applied 
for and received grants for 
tree planting projects in Hol-
low Run Park, the Madruga-
da Trail, a portion of Peyton 
Drive between Grand and 
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Lemon-scented gum trees or “Eucalyptus Citriodora” are shown on the 
right-side of the Madrugada Trail on Calle San Marcos at Grand Avenue. 
The eucalyptus trees contain smooth white bark and give off a citrus aroma.

In partnership with general contractor

Man arrested for attempted murder at Chino house party
By Josh Thompson
Chino police jailed a 

20-year-old West Covina 
man Sunday night on sus-
picion of attempted murder 
after a person was stabbed 
multiple times earlier in the 
day at a house party in the 
6800 block of Joy Court in 
Chino.

Joan Gamora was arrest-
ed at 10:06 p.m. in Norwalk. 
He is in custody at the Glen 
Helen Rehabilitation Center 
in Devore, according to jail 
records.

Bail was set at $1.2 million.

Mr. Gamo-
ra was ex-
pected to ap-
pear in court 
W e d n e s -
day, records 
show.

P o l i c e 
were called 
on a report of 
a stabbing at 
a house party at 12:24 a.m. 
Sunday, but the suspect had 
already fl ed the area, Sgt. 
Dustin Tomicic said.

“As offi  cers arrived, they 
encountered a large crowd 
from a nearby party and a 

20-year-old male victim who 
had sustained multiple stab 
wounds,” Sgt. Tomicic said. 
“The victim was transported 
to a local hospital where he 
underwent emergency sur-
gery to repair internal inju-
ries.”

The unidentifi ed victim is 
listed in stable condition. His 
injuries are considered non-
life threatening, Sgt. Tomicic 
said.

He said an argument 
started between the suspect 
and victim and the suspect 
punched, and then stabbed 
the 20-year-old man with a 

knife.
“Over the course of the 

day, Chino Police Depart-
ment personnel developed 
investigative leads, which 
led to the suspect’s identity,” 
Sgt. Tomicic added.

Armed with an arrest war-
rant, Chino Police’s SWAT 
went to a home just before 
8 p.m. in the 12700 block of 
Elmcroft Avenue in Norwalk. 

Investigators also served a 
search warrant at Mr. Gamo-
ra’s home in the 2700 block 
of South Azusa Avenue in 
West Covina to recover more 
evidence, Sgt. Tomicic said.

Mr. Gamora, an active pa-
rolee, was originally booked 
at the West Valley Detention 
Center in Rancho Cucamon-
ga before being transferred 
to the Devore jail facility.

He is also facing a charge 
of driving on a suspended 
license after a previous DUI 
conviction, jail records show. 

He is on parole for a prior 
assault with a deadly weap-
on conviction, Sgt. Tomicic 
said.

Anyone with information 
can call Sgt. Tomicic at 334-
3115 or email dtomicic@chi 
nopd.org.

Joan
Gamora

Man with 1-year-old in back seat leads police on pursuit 
By Josh Thompson
A 29-year-old Chino man 

is facing several charges 
after leading Pomona police 
offi  cers on a pursuit Tues-
day night while his 1-year-
old child rode in the back 
seat.

The driver caused four 
traffi  c collisions before being 
taken into custody.

Pomona police said the 
child was not injured.

Anthony Michael Trejo was 
arrested in the 700 block of 
Washington Avenue a short 
time after he ran from his 
vehicle, following the fourth 
crash during the pursuit.

He is facing felony charg-
es of driving under the infl u-
ence, child endangerment, 
hit and run with injury, and 
evading; and misdemeanor 
charges of violation of a re-
straining order and driving 
on a suspended license.

He was booked into the 
Pomona City Jail, police 
said.

Pomona police got a call 
around 8 a.m. that a driver 
in a Honda mini-van was 
intoxicated in the south Po-
mona area with his 1-year-
old baby inside the vehicle.

“The child’s mother con-
tacted the police department 
for assistance and several 
police offi  cers searched 
the area,” police stated in a 

news release.
Offi  cers saw the vehicle 

near Reservoir Street and 
County Road and the driver 
led the offi  cers on a slow-
speed pursuit for a short 
time, police said.

The driver then increased 
his speed and drove through 
red signal lights, prompting 
Pomona police to cancel the 
pursuit because they knew a 
child was in the vehicle.

At that point, offi  cers in a 

helicopter followed the mini-
van, police said.

“The suspect was involved 
in three minor hit and run 
traffi  c collisions and one
felony hit and run traffi  c colli-
sion with minor injuries when 
the pursuit was terminated,”
the news release stated.

Mr. Trejo was treated at 
the scene by Los Angeles 
County paramedics before
being taken to Pomona City 
Jail.

nation, our community, our 
families and our schools,” 
said event organizer Sylvia 
Nash of Chino Hills.

Twenty churches, 26 busi-
nesses, offi  cials from at least 
seven cities and 30 dignitar-
ies were in attendance, she 
said.

A generous breakfast buf-
fet and hot coff ee greeted 
participants who sat at num-
bered tables with center-
pieces and were welcomed 
by KTIE 590 radio host Don 
Dix, followed by the presen-
tation of colors by a joint 
honor guard from the Chino 
Valley Fire District and Chi-
no Police Department. 

Marissa Valenzuela, an 
Ayala High senior, sang the 
National Anthem after which 
Pastor Jack Hibbs of Calva-
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