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Second school in Preserve is three years out

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

New housing is under construction across the street from  Cal Aero Pre-
serve K-8 Academy at 15850 Main St. The school was built in 2009 and has 
been at full capacity for several years.

By Dawn Marks
It will be three years be-

fore a second school is built 
in the rapidly growing Chino 
Preserve community.

Terry Tao, an attorney 
for the school district, an-
nounced at the June 3 
school board meeting that 
the opening date would be 
August 2024. 

Cal Aero Preserve K-8 
Academy, the only elemen-
tary school in the Preserve, 
has been operating year-
round since 2016 and is 
exceeding its capacity with 
1,548 students enrolled.

Portable classrooms were 
added in 2016. Preserve 
residents in 2019 fought 
the district over a proposed 
boundary change that 
would have sent students 
to Liberty Elementary and 
Woodcrest Junior High and 
more portables were add-
ed. In 2019  the  district and 
developer said the soonest 
the school could be built 
was three years.   

Randall Lewis of Lewis 
Development Corporation 
said he is hopeful that a re-
vised property agreement 
recently presented to the 

school district will be ap-
proved by the board on July 
15. 

The school site property 
is on 12 acres south of Pine 
Avenue.

Mr. Tao stated the project 
was delayed because of 
a dispute over a property 
agreement clause stating if 
construction does not begin 
within three years, the de-
veloper could repurchase 
the property.

The attorney said the 
agreement was not legal 
and meeting timelines for 
state authorizations are out 
of the district’s control.   

Mr. Tao said the developer 
held up the project for eight 
months by refusing to grade 
the site to allow soils test-
ing after the district would 
not agree to the purchase 
agreement.

The district conducted 
soils testing in late 2020 
on the property which had 
previously been used as a 
dairy, with no signifi cant is-
sues found.

This is not the fi rst time 
that Lewis and the school 
district have been in a dis-
pute over a delay in opening 
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First steps taken to plan a vision for Tres Hermanos 
 By Marianne Napoles
The Tres Hermanos Con-

servation Authority meet-
ing took less than an hour 
on Wednesday but it was 
enough to plant the seeds 
for a promising future for the 
2,500-acre ranch. 

The Authority has be-
gun the “visioning” process 
for the undeveloped cattle 
ranch located on both sides 
of Grand Avenue in Chino 

Hills and Diamond Bar. 
A handful of residents at-
tended the online meeting, 
all asking for an inventory 
of the natural resources of 
the land before the visioning 
process occurs. 

Melanie Schlotterbeck, 
conservation consultant for 
Hills for Everyone, the group 
that founded the Chino Hills 
State Park, said establish-
ing a baseline inventory is 
needed well before the Au-

thority undertakes new proj-
ects.

She urged the Authority to 
conduct a plant and wildlife 
inventory by qualifi ed biolo-
gists to document the habi-
tat types, species observed 
onsite, and the presence of 
sensitive, rare, threatened 
or endangered species. 

To aid natural resource 
agencies and the conser-
vation of sensitive species, 
the information should be 

uploaded to the California 
Natural Diversity Database, 
she said. 

She also said that a con-
servation easement must 
be placed on the land that 
formally confi rms what uses 
are allowed and what uses 
are not allowed, and when 
and where they are permit-
ted or not permitted. 

“Without a conservation 
easement, the assets and 
natural resources could be 

squandered,” Ms. Schlotter-
beck said. 

Robin Smith of the Sierra
Club said Tres Hermanos 
Ranch includes the upper 
portion of Tonner Canyon 
but the survey should also 
include the middle and lower 
portions of Tonner Canyon 
because it is contiguous and
“nature doesn’t recognize
human boundaries.”

By Josh Thompson
He’s certainly living up to 

the hype that surrounded 
him as a young basketball 
phenom growing up in Chino 
Hills.

LaMelo Ball, the youngest 
of the famous basketball Ball 
brothers and the No. 3-over-
all pick in the 2020 NBA Draft 
by the Charlotte Hornets, 
was named the NBA’s Rook-
ie of the Year Wednesday af-
ternoon, becoming the third 
Hornets player in franchise 
history to win the top award 
for fi rst-year players.

“It defi nitely feels great,” 
Ball said during Wednes-
day’s online press confer-
ence on nba.com. “It’s a 
blessing.” 

Ball was the overwhelm-
ing winner of the Rookie of 
the Year award, receiving 84 

fi rst-place and 15 second-
place votes from a worldwide 
panel of 99 sportswriters and 
broadcasters. 

Minnesota Timberwolves 
shooting guard Anthony Ed-
wards fi nished second and 
Sacramento Kings point 
guard Tyrese Haliburton was 
third in this year’s voting.

Ball became the NBA’s 
69th Rookie of the Year since 
the award was fi rst given 
during the 1952-53 season, 
is the fi fth player from Cali-
fornia to win the honor and 
is the sixth player to win the 
award at age 19. 

He joins Luka Doncic 
(2018-19), Andrew Wig-
gins (2014-15), Kyrie Ir-
ving (2011-12), Kevin Du-
rant (2007-08) and LeBron 
James (2003-04) to win the 
award as a teenager. Ball 
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Chino Hills resident LaMelo Ball was named the 2020-21 NBA Rookie of 
the Year Wednesday afternoon. The Charlotte Hornets point guard aver-
aged 15.7 points, 6.1 assists and 5.9 rebounds in 51 games this season. He is 
the third Hornets rookie to win the award, following Larry Johnson (1992-
93 season) and Emeka Okafor (2004-05 season).

Chino Hills’ Ball wins 

NBA Rookie of the Year

Museum is their way of imparting black heritage to youth
By Marianne Napoles

During their 45 years 
of marriage, Chino Hills 
residents Khalif and Vic-
toria Rasshan have been 
nurturing the hearts and 
minds of African American 
youth by teaching them 
about black culture and 
history.

The like-minded couple 
both taught in the Pomona 
Unifi ed School District for 
36 years, have Master’s 
degrees from the Univer-
sity of La Verne, retired 
at the same time in 2010, 
and founded a museum in 
2011.

The African American 
Museum of Beginnings 
started out as a three-
month black history exhib-
it and turned into a muse-
um located at the Village 
at Indian Hill at 1460 E. 
Holt Ave., suite 188, in 
Pomona.

Mr. Rasshan described 
the museum as one that 
inspires and educates the 
community on the history, 
culture, and arts of Afri-
cans and African-Amer-
icans through exhibits, 
programs, and community 
engagement.

Mr. Rasshan said he has 
been trying to make in-
roads over the years into 
the schools.

“The more our youth 

know about their history 
and culture the better their 
self-esteem,” he said. 

He has spoken to stu-
dents at Chino High and 
led a tour of the museum 
with a small group from 
Ayala High.

He wants to engage Af-
rican American campus 
high school clubs to take 
tours of the museum where 
each station is explored in-
depth.

Mr. Rasshan said ideally, 
he would like to see the 
students twice a year to 
develop their self-respect 
through the discovery of 
their true history and cul-
ture.

He said there is more 
awareness of black history 
in light of the civil unrest of 
the past year.

One of those times in 
history was the Tulsa Mas-
sacre in Tulsa, Oklahoma 
that occurred 100 years 
ago, sparked by a racially 
charged incident involv-
ing a white girl and a black 
man.

The 1921 catastrophe, 
in which white residents 
burned down the affl  uent 
Greenwood District known 
as Black Wall Street, was 
commemorated two weeks 
ago by multiple media out-
lets on its 100th anniver-
sary.

Khalif and Victoria Rasshan stand near an exhibit at the African American 
Museum of Beginnings they founded in Pomona. The couple has lived in 
Chino Hills since 2008. They have four children.


