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Spirit of Achievement presented to police chief
By Brenda Dunkle

A mayor’s tears, loud 
cheering and a standing 
ovation met Chino Police 
Chief Karen Comstock 
Wednesday when she was 
named the 2019 Spirit of 
Achievement award winner 
at the City’s annual State of 
the City luncheon.

Chief Comstock was hon-
ored for her many contri-
butions to the community 
through her involvement 
in community events and 
organizations and for her 
leadership for the last fi ve 
years as the city’s top law 
enforcement offi  cer. 

Chief Comstock, a Don 
Lugo High graduate, grew 
up in Chino. At age 15, she 
joined the Chino Police Ex-
plorers youth organization, 
setting her on her career 
path.

She joined the Chino Po-
lice Department in 1990 as 
a police offi  cer and rose 
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Chino Police Chief Karen Comstock (left), who will retire in July, accepts 
the "Spirit of Achievement" award at the Chino's State of the City lun-
cheon on Wednesday at the Chaffey College Chino Community Center. 
Holding back tears next to her is Chino Mayor Eunice Ulloa. 

through the ranks. She 
was promoted to lieuten-
ant in 2007 and to captain 
in 2009. In 2014, she was 
named the city’s fi rst wom-
an police chief.

Mayor Eunice Ulloa 
choked back tears as she 
talked about the chief, who 
will retire in late July.

Accepting the award, 
Chief Comstock thanked 
the community for em-
bracing her and the police 
department. “I love this 
community more than I 
can properly express,” she 
said.

City achievements
During the State of the 

City, Mayor Ulloa spoke of 
Chino’s eff orts to prepare 
for the future, including a 
sphere of infl uence study 
for the unincorporated area 
of north Chino, parks and 
civic center master plans, 
the planned widening of 

Scout's project provides respect for 'Old Glory'
By Dawn Marks 

Chino Hills resident James 
Beck completed his Eagle 
Scout project this year in time 
for Flag Day and Indepen-
dence Day when Old Glory 
gets a lot of attention.  

The American fl ag deposito-
ry box that he created will help 
ensure that worn out fl ags will 
be respectfully retired when 
they have fi nished their ser-
vice in the community.

It will be available to the 
public Wednesday at the Chi-
no Hills Independence Day 
Party,  5 to 9 p.m. at Veteran’s 
Park near the Boy Scout food 
concession stand.    

James, 17, has been in Chi-
no Hills Troop 220 since Cub 
Scouts.  

He managed the project 
from design to completion and 
presented it to Chino Hills city 
offi  cials.  

Fifteen troop members   
helped build the box using in-
dividual pieces of wood.   

The unit has a mail slot type 

opening at the front to collect 
the fl ags.

A small locked panel door 
built near the bottom on one 
side keeps the fl ags secure. 

The troop plans to fi nd a 
permanent location for the 
depository or they will bring it 
out every year to the Indepen-
dence Day event. 

Home Depot in Pomona 
donated $50 towards materi-
als, Lowes at the Chino Hills 
Commons gave a 25 percent 
discount and Ace Hardware in 
Diamond Bar gave a 10 per-
cent discount. 

The Eagle Scout plays sev-
eral instruments and is enter-
ing his senior year in the music 
program at The School of Arts 
and Enterprises High School 
in Pomona. Previously, he 
had attended Hidden Trails 
Elementary in Chino Hills and 
Oxford Preparatory Academy  
in Chino, where he was class 
valedictorian in 2016. 

James also attends St. Paul 
the Apostle Catholic Church in 
Chino Hills.  

James Beck of Chi-
no Hills Boy Scout 
Troop 220 built an 
American fl ag de-
pository box for his 
Eagle Scout project. 
The community can 
use it to donate fl ags 
to the Boy Scouts for 
respectful disposal. 
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Celebrating the 4th

Champion fi le photo by Brenda Dunkle

Fireworks explode over Ayala Park last year at the City of Chino's an-
nual Fireworks Spectacular. The event, which features carnival booths 
and games, food, entertainment, military salutes and a profesional fi re-
works show, is set for  1 to 10 p.m. on the Edison Avenue side of the 
park near the Chino Valley YMCA. The fi reworks show will be held at 
approximately 9 p.m. For more Independence Day related stories, includ-
ing Chino Hills' celebration, see pages A6 and A9.

Holiday closures, deadlines
City, county, state, and 

federal offi  ces and facili-
ties will be closed Thurs-
day, July 4 in observance 
of Independence Day. Post 
Offi  ce lobbies will also be 
closed and there will be no 
regular mail delivery.

Chino Hills city staff  is 
available for emergencies 
after hours by calling 364-
2860.

All three branch libraries 
in the Chino Valley will be 
closed.

Chino Valley Unifi ed 
School District’s summer 
school and year-round 
school programs will not 
be in session and the dis-
trict offi  ces will be closed 
Thursday. 

Trash will not be picked 
up in Chino and Chino Hills 
on Thursday and will be 
delayed one day for the re-
mainder of the week.

Omnitrans buses will not 
be in service on Thursday 
in observance of the holi-
day.

Customers are advised to 
check with their local bank 

branch for holiday closure 
information.

Most grocery stores and 
some other retails busi-
nesses are expected to 
be open for the holiday. 
Customers are advised to 
check ahead before visit-
ing a store on the holiday.

The Chino Valley Cham-
ber of Commerce offi  ce in 
Chino will be closed Thurs-
day and will re-open at 9 
a.m. Friday, July 5.

The Champion offi  ce will 
also be closed Thursday. 
The Champion offi  ce will 
be open 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Friday, July 5.

Deadlines
Due to the Independence 

Day holiday, the Champion 
will have special deadlines 
for news items this coming 
week.

Items for the religion, 
people, business notes and 
entertainment columns will 
be 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 2.

Deadlines for Chino Val-
ley Notes and other stories 
will be 9:30 a.m. Wednes-
day.

Fifteen acres burned on hillside in Chino Hills 
By Josh Thompson
Investigators are still trying 

to pinpoint what sparked a 
15-acre brush fi re Wednes-
day afternoon on a hillside 
along Butterfi eld Ranch 
Road at Park Crest Drive 
in Chino Hills where fl ames 
were more than 20 feet high 
and sent smoke billowing 
into Riverside County. 

It does not appear to be 
fi reworks-related, said Chino 
Valley Fire District spokes-
woman Massiel Ladron De 
Guevara. 

Dry brush on the west side 
of Butterfi eld Ranch Road 
ignited at 5:25 p.m., bringing 
60 to 70 fi refi ghters from the 
Chino Valley Fire District, Cal 
Fire-San Bernardino, Riv-
erside County Fire Depart-

See FIRE, Page A3

Firefi ghters 
battle fl ames 
along a hillside 
Wednesday 
at Butterfi eld 
Ranch Road 
and Park Crest 
Drive in Chino 
Hills. The cause 
remains under 
investigation. 
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