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Portuguese band looking for new members
By Brenda Dunkle

Trying to calm the nerves 
of members of a Chino Val-
ley Portuguese band mak-
ing its fi rst appearance in 
the Chino Youth Christmas 
Parade last December, 
conductor David Borges 
told them “listen, there’s go-
ing to be a lot of bands, so 
we don’t have to play that 
much.”

To their surprise, they 
were only one of two bands 
in the parade that morning 
because rain had caused 
the majority to skip the 
event.

Expecting no bands, the 
crowd lining the parade 
route roared with approval 
when the “Filarmonica do 
Chino DES,” the band for 
the Chino Valley DES Club, 
a social organization for 
the Portuguese community, 
came on scene.

“When we heard the 
bands had cancelled, we See BAND, Page A2
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Land purchase to protect State Park

See LAND, Page A3

Members of the Filarmonica do Chino DES band perform at the Chino 
Youth Christmas Parade, held in early December. It was their fi rst appear-
ance in the parade.

thought we’re here, we’re 
dressed, we’re going to do 
it,” Mr. Borges of Ontario 
said. “The parade announc-
er was right, what’s a parade 
without a band. All we heard 
was clapping and I think we 
played at least double the 
time we had planned. After-
ward, it was unbelievable 
how many people came by 
and thanked us. We had a 
great time.”

Now, the band, which has 
been around since 1986, 
wants to reach out to other 
talented musicians in the 
area to join them.

Mr. Borges and band 
member Abel Dutra, a real 
estate agent in Chino, are 
particularly motivated to ex-
pand the 33-member band 
because it will host the an-
nual California Portuguese 
Band Festival on Nov. 7 at 
the Chino Valley DES Club 
Hall on the northwest corner 

See SHOOTING, Page A3

By Marianne Napoles
Hills for Everyone has 

fi nally received the fund-
ing necessary for the state 
to purchase 400 acres of 
ridgeline property that will 
protect the Chino Hills State 
Park from the sights and 
sounds of urban life that 
surrounds it.

The acquisition will oc-
cur in two phases with 320 
acres being acquired this 
year and the remaining 80 
next year.

Claire Schlotterbeck, ex-
ecutive director of Hills for 
Everyone, the group that 
founded the Chino Hills 
State Park 40 years ago, 
made the announcement 
Monday, stating that “it’s 
been a long time coming.”

On Feb. 26, the Wildlife 
Conservation Board ap-
proved a $1 million grant 
for the purchase of land in 
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The turquoise colored parcel known as Shopoff will be purchased with 
state and federal funds to protect the Chino Hills State Park. The red col-
ored land shown on the map is the former Lamb property, now called First
National Investment Properties that is expected to be purchased next.

Chino man arrested for murder of friend
By Josh Thompson
A 41-year-old Chino man 

was arrested Tuesday on 
suspicion of murder after 
a man was found dead 
Sunday afternoon behind 
a business in a shopping 
center in the 12800 block 
of Mountain Avenue at Riv-
erside Drive in Chino.

Alfonso Andalon was 
booked on $1 million bail 
into the West Valley De-
tention Center in Rancho 
Cucamonga, Chino Police 
Sgt. Nancy Franklin said. 

He is scheduled to ap-
pear in a West Valley Su-
perior Court room at 8:30 
a.m. Thursday, March 12, 
jail records show. 

The suspect was arrested 
at approximately 2 p.m. in 
the 5300 block of G Street 
in Chino. 

Mr. Andalon, a friend of 
the victim, confessed to the 

crime, the sergeant said.
The victim’s name, age 

and city of residence has 
not been released, pending 
notifi cation of next of kin. 

Chino Police received a 
call around 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day of a man down near 
Mountain Avenue and Riv-
erside Drive.

The man was pronounced 
dead at the scene. There 
was evidence of blunt force 
trauma to the victim’s body, 
Sgt. Franklin said.

“The death was investi-
gated as a homicide,” she 
added. 

Chino police detectives 
will work with the San Ber-
nardino County Coroner’s 
offi  ce to determine the 
man’s cause of death.

Anyone with additional in-
formation can contact Sgt. 
Mike Infusino at 334-3066 
or email him at minfusino@
chinopd.org.

(Photo courtesy Chino Police Department)

Chino police arrest 41-year-old Alfonso Andalon Tuesday afternoon on 
suspicion of murdering his friend Sunday behind a business in the shop-
ping center at Mountain Avenue and Riverside Drive in Chino. Police said 
the suspect confessed to the crime when he was questioned.

Police shooting shuts down 60 Freeway Wednesday
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Chino police offi cers gather evidence after police shot at a man armed with a knife on the westbound 
60 Freeway near the Pipeline Avenue bridge in Chino. The man, a 50-year-old resident of Montclair, 
was not struck. The shooting prompted a full closure of the 60 Freeway, from Ramona Avenue to 
Reservoir Street. 

Chino Hills known as the 
Shopoff  property (see map).

Additional funds will be 
made available from a fed-
eral grant.

Ms. Schlotterbeck said 
the Mountains Recreation 
Conservation Authority, a 
sister conservation agency 
to the California Depart-
ment of Parks and Recre-
ation, stepped in to take title 
to the land.

She said the State Parks 
Department has not been 
acquiring land for the last 
10 years.

“We found the funds, but 
the state has not been will-
ing to take title,” she said.

The last time the State 
Parks Department acquired 
land for the Chino Hills 
State Park was October 
2006, said a State Parks 

By Josh Thompson
Chino police offi  cers shot 

at a man armed with a knife 
Wednesday morning on 
the 60 Freeway in Chino, 
but the man was not struck 
and injured himself with his 
knife during the incident.

Both sides of the 60 Free-
way between Ramona Av-
enue and Reservoir Street 
were closed shortly after 
6 a.m. when offi  cers fi red 
at 50-year-old Larry Bren-
nan of Montclair, who had 
walked onto the freeway at 
Central Avenue about 45 
minutes earlier.

Offi  cers initially went to 
the Denny’s restaurant at 
12180 Central Ave., just 
north of the 60 Freeway, 
on a report of a man armed 
with a knife and causing a 
disturbance inside the res-
taurant, said Chino Police 
Sgt. Nancy Franklin. 

“The man fl ed on foot 
onto the 60 Freeway,” Sgt. 

Inside
this week

Chino Connection 
magazine helps usher 
in spring and summer 
in today’s edition of the 
Champion, delivered in 
Chino. 

This issue is packed 
with information about 
activities for youth and 
adults, including recre-
ation classes, commu-
nity and senior services, 
Healthy Chino and sports.

The 48-page informa-
tive magazine is inside.
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