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By Marianne Napoles
Elida Covarubias of Chino 

Hills hugged Ned Rogers 
and walked to her vehicle 
carrying a Thanksgiving tur-
key and bag of food. “I work, 
but when I need help during 
the holidays, Caring for the 
Hills is here,” she said.

Mr. Rogers has been lead-
ing Caring for the Hills with 
the help of faithful volunteers 
since 2017 when his wife of 
51 years Judy Rogers died 
after spearheading the or-
ganization for more than two 
decades.

“Helping the people is 
what keeps me going,” Mr. 
Rogers said, overseeing the 
distribution of 70 turkeys and 
bags of groceries Sunday af-
ternoon at his Cecelia Drive 
home in Los Serranos. 

A caring group of volun-
teers bustled around, sign-
ing people in, handing out 
turkeys from a pickup truck 
and helping people load their 
vehicles.

Mr. Rogers said Caring for 
the Hills doesn’t criticize or 
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Elida Covarubias (second from left) is grateful to Caring for the Hills for 
being there when she needs a helping hand. Shown (from left) are Ned 
Rogers, Ms. Covarubias, volunteers Eddy Garcia, Sophia Velasco and her 
grandfather Rudy Velasco, in truck.

judge anyone.
He remembered when a 

woman drove up in a Mer-
cedes to receive food. She 
said, “I’m driving a Mercedes 
and I’m living in a Mercedes.”

Mr. Rogers said he doesn’t 
care what kind of vehicle 
people drive or what their 
status is because anyone 
can fall on hard times.

He said he has noticed 
a slight decrease in the 
amount of people com-
ing out for food this year. “I 
think a lot people have found 
jobs,” he said.

“We’ll keep going as long 
as Ned lets us,” said long-
time volunteer Eddie Garcia 
of Chino Hills. 

Mrs. Rogers’ wheelchair 
sits empty in the same spot 
in front of her door as it has 
since 2017. Mr. Rogers sits 
in it as he makes sure the 
daily food distribution is on 
task, which still takes place 
each morning.

“The volunteers keep me in 
line,” he said. “I get chewed 

Ned Rogers, volunteers keep 'caring' for the Hills

Chino Hills teen cherishes role of Clara
By Marianne Napoles
Playing Clara in “The Nut-

cracker” is a dream role for 
any young ballet dancer but 
for Hannah Scalzo of Chino 
Hills, the dream has come 
true three times.

Hannah, who will turn 16 
on Dec. 2, has been se-
lected to play Clara by the 
Inland Pacifi c Ballet for the 
third year in a row.

“I was very excited and 
eager to reprise the role!” 
she said. “Such a wonderful 
blessing.”

Hannah, who is home 
schooled, said she always 
wanted to play the part of 
Clara and had auditioned 
previously for three con-
secutive years before being 
selected on her fourth try.

She especially enjoys the 
role because it off ers partner 
dancing.

Hannah will partner with 
the character of The Nut-
cracker that will be played 
by two men who share that 
role.

She will perform in 15 
shows between Nov. 30 and 
Dec. 22 at three venues: the 
Lewis Family Playhouse in 
Rancho Cucamonga, Fox 
Performing Arts Center in 
Riverside, and Bridges Audi-
torium at Pomona College in 
Claremont.

See Page A7 for locations 
and showtimes.

In addition to “The Nut-
cracker,” the company will 
present a humorous version 
called “The Nutty Nutcrack-
er.”

Hannah will perform as 
See CLARA, Page A3
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Hannah Scalzo of Chino Hills will play the part of Clara for the third year 
in a row in “The Nutcracker,” presented by Inland Pacifi c Ballet. She has 
been dancing since the age of 4.

Food for 
Life gives 
away 604 
turkeys

Offi  cial White House Video Image

President Trump (at podium) points to Ronnie Guyer (with his arms up) in the East Room of the White House when Mr. Guyer
and 60 veterans were asked to stand during a Nov. 7 ceremony honoring the late Rick Rescorla with whom he served in Viet-
nam.

Chino Hills resident Ronnie Guyer's thumbs up to 
President Trump during a ceremony at the White 
House caught the President’s eye.

Thumbs up for the President
By Marianne Napoles
Vietnam veteran Ronnie 

Guyer of Chino Hills caught 
the eye of the President of 
the United States during a 
Presidential Citizens Med-
al ceremony at the White 
House Nov. 7 when he was 
introduced with 60 fellow 
veterans.

Mr. Guyer, who is known 
locally for his enthusiasm, 
held up his hands, spun 
around, gave two thumbs 
up, and saluted the presi-
dent long enough for Mr. 
Trump to point at him and 
say “Whoa! That’s pretty 

good. That’s pretty good.”
Mr. Guyer attended the 

ceremony to honor Lieu-
tenant Rick Rescorla, with 
whom he served in the U.S. 
Army in Vietnam, for saving 
2,684 people in the World 
Trade Center in New York 
City when it was destroyed 
by terrorists on Sept. 11, 
2001.

Mr. Rescorla, who was 
born in the United King-
dom, was head of security 
for Morgan Stanley and led 
the evacuation of employ-
ees while they were being 
advised over a loudspeaker 
to stay in place. He sang pa-

triotic songs of encourage-
ment into a bullhorn while 
they headed downstairs. An 
employee took a photo of 
him on the stairwell.

After leading the employ-
ees to safety, Mr. Rescorla 
returned to the burning 
building where he was last 
seen heading upstairs to 
rescue others.

Mr. Guyer, who earned a 
Purple Heart for his injury, 
was in the Battle of Ia Drang 
in Vietnam in 1965 at the 
same time Mr. Rescorla was 
serving as second lieuten-

See THUMBS, Page A3

By Dawn Marks
Food for Life Ministry gave 

away 604 turkeys and other 
food to the working poor dur-
ing their 10th annual Thanks-
giving giveaway on Saturday 
but it wasn’t enough to meet 
the need, said organization 
director Cindy Vande Steeg.

Mrs. Vande Steeg said 
about “50 or so” families left 
empty handed because the 
organization had run out of 
food to give away before 
noon. 

A line of people began 
waiting before 9 a.m. for the 
event which was held in the 
parking lot outside the Chino 
Senior Center. The organi-
zation did not hold a pre-
registration.  

There were 604 families 
served with each receiving 
one turkey, one box of non-
perishable food items and 
two bags of bread.

About 120 volunteers 
participated from six lo-
cal churches: The Bridge, 
CrossPoint, Valley Christian 
Church and First United Re-
formed Church, all in Chino; 
and Chino Valley Commu-
nity Church in Chino Hills.    

The First United Reformed 
Church Cadets (boys club) 
served free hot dogs and 
drinks to the crowd.  

Local churches and Carla 
See MINISTRY, Page A3

If children
were in

charge of
Thanksgiving
The Champion staff 
asked some Chino 
Valley preschool, 
kindergarten and  
elementary students 
what they would 
serve for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner if they 
were in charge. See 
their stories in to-
day's Holiday Gift 
Guide and through-
out this Thanksgiv-
ing Day edition. 

Offi  cial White House photo

Chino Champion
& Chino Valley News


