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Lawsuit fi led over prison mental health facility

authorize the lawsuit during 
special sessions in order to 
meet a June 7 CEQA dead-
line because the fi nal envi-
ronmental impact report was 
certifi ed May 8.

Curt Hagman, chairman of 

the San Bernardino County 
Board of Supervisors who 
represents Chino and Chino 
Hills, said the board voted 
unanimously during an emer-
gency item called on Tues-
day.

“For decades, Chino Valley 
has been doing its part for 
the state’s corrections sys-
tem,” he said. “The current 
facilities are in need of repair 
and replacement.”

He said there has been an See LAWSUIT, Page A3

Investigator 

hired to 

fact-fi nd 

fi re board 

allegations
By Josh Thompson
Chino Valley Fire board

member Winn Williams said
he will not take part in an in-
vestigation approved by the
board May 30 for an inde-
pendent investigator to fact-
fi nd 10 allegations made by 
district staff  that he created 
a hostile work environment. 

Mr. Williams, who was
elected to the board in No-
vember, said the investiga-
tion has nothing to do with 
a hostile work environment.

“It’s whether Winn said
something we didn’t like, or
said something in a man-
ner we didn’t like, and I’m
not going to play along,” he 
said. “I’m not going to par-
ticipate in an investigation 
where the allegations have
nothing to do with the stated
scope of hostile work envi-
ronment. This is a joke.”

Fire board members voted 
4-1, with Mr. Williams vot-
ing no, to hire Encinitas-
based attorney Debra Reilly
for $325 an hour to write a
report of her fi ndings and 
conclusions and email them
to board president John De-
Monaco and vice president 
Harvey Luth. 

The report will be given to 
the district’s legal counsel,
who then could provide the
board with legal advice or
recommendations on what 
to do next. 

See BOARD, Page A3

Cigarette 
sting nets 
three 
citations 

By Josh Thompson
Chino Hills police cited

three clerks for selling ciga-
rettes to underage decoys 
during an enforcement op-
eration May 30 in the city.

Clerks at Descanso Mar-
ket, 4283 Descanso Ave. 
in the Los Serranos area of 
the city; Master Tobacco at 
4200 Chino Hills Parkway; 
and Party House Liquor at 
4060 Chino Hills Parkway 
were cited and released, 
said Sgt. David Frayeh. 

Court dates are pending,
he added.  

Offi  cers from the Chino
Hills Police Department vis-
ited 10 businesses in Chino 
Hills between 5 and 9 p.m. 
to ensure employees were 
following tobacco related 
laws by not selling ciga-
rettes and other tobacco 
products to anyone under 
the age of 21, the sergeant 
said.

Rabies found in dead 
bat in Chino Hills

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

Rabies exposure alert fl iers are posted on the 
windows of the 99 Cent Store in Chino Hills.

By Marianne Napoles
A dead bat found near the 

99 Cent Store on May 24 at 
the northeast corner of Chino 
Hills Parkway and Pipeline 
Avenue tested positive for 
rabies.

The Mexican free-tailed 
bat, common to the area, 
was tested by the San Ber-
nardino County Department 
of Public Health the day it 
was found, said Diana Ibra-
him, program coordinator for 
the communicable disease 
section.

“Anybody who picked up 
the bat in the shopping cen-
ter needs to contact us,” Ms. 
Ibrahim said. 

The phone number is pro-
vided on the fl ier: 1-800-722-
4794.

She said bats with rabies 
can transmit the virus to their 
fur when grooming.

If a person with a cut on his 
fi nger picks up a dead bat, 
the virus can still be alive and 
transmitted through the open 

wound, Ms. Ibrahim said.
She said a highly eff ective 

vaccine can be administered 
in four doses along with an-
tibiotics after a person has 
been bit or has handled a bat 
with rabies.

Rabies exposure alert fl iers 
were placed on the 99 Cent 
Store windows and around 
the shopping center because 
it’s a communal area.

The second bullet point 
reads: “rabies is almost al-
ways fatal.”

Ms. Ibrahim said the fl ier 
carries the warning because 
rabies attacks the central 
nervous system, including 
the brain.

“It really is nearly 100 per-
cent fatal, so we want to 
make sure we’re communi-
cating with people who had 
contact with the bat,” she 
said.

She said it’s important that 
residents do not pet a wild 
animal.

Rabies has been found in 
See RABIES, Page A3

By Marianne Napoles
The City of Chino has been 

joined by three agencies in 
a lawsuit fi led Friday against 
the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion over a 50-bed mental 
health crisis facility proposed 
at the men’s prison.

The men’s prison, called 
the California Institution for 
Men built in 1941, is located 
at 14901 Central Ave. at the 
end of Chino Hills Parkway.

The City of Chino Hills, the 
County of San Bernardino, 
and the Chino Valley Fire 
District each held special 
closed-session meetings this 
past week to approve the 
lawsuit.

The Chino City Council 
approved the lawsuit during 
closed session at the May 7 
council meeting.

Each of the parties are be-
ing represented by their own 
legal counsel, said Chino 
Hills city attorney Mark Hens-
ley.

The fi ling of the legal ac-
tion is under the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA), he said.

The agencies scrambled to 

Environmental impact report exhibit

A preliminary site plan of the proposed mental health crisis facility slated 
for the California Institution for Men is shown in the fi nal environmental 
impact report.

increase in prison incidents 
over the last few years and 
the City of Chino is fi ghting 
the state on the environmen-
tal impact to the local area.

Delegation
Chino City Manager Matt 

Ballantyne was joined by a 
delegation of offi  cials from 
Chino, Chino Hills, and the 
fi re district to meet with Cor-
rections Department Sec-
retary Ralph Diaz in Sacra-
mento May 23.

Mr. Ballantyne said the 
intent of the meeting was 
to seek an agreement that 
would place a hold on the 
June 7 deadline to allow fur-
ther discussions about the 
project.

“We are seeking mitigation 
measures to make sure the 
facility is secure and hope-
fully develop an agreement 
between us and the State of 
California,” he said.

He noted that the original 
square footage of the mental 
health facility in the draft doc-
ument was 61,000-square-
feet but when the fi nal docu-
ment was released, it had 
expanded.
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Torch run passes through Chino Valley

Champion photos by Josh Thompson

ABOVE: Chino Police  
and California Institu-
tion for Men offi cers  
run north on Monte 
Vista Avenue during 
the annual Southern 
California Law En-
forcement torch run 
for Special Olympics. 
The torch run began 
last week in San Diego 
County, concluding 
today (June 8) at the 
Special Olympics in 
Long Beach.

LEFT: Nine Chino 
Hills Police Depart-
ment employees take 
part in the annual 
event, running along 
Chino Hills Parkway 
during their fi ve-mile 
route.


