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Residents defend homes against golf balls
By Marianne Napoles
Stories of children wearing 

bicycle helmets in their front 
yards to protect themselves 
from errant golf balls and res-
idents installing nets on top 
of their fences on Fairway 
Boulevard in Los Serranos 
were relayed to the Chino 
Hills Planning Commission 
at a workshop Tuesday.

The problem of golf balls 
barreling out of Los Serranos 
Golf Course, smashing win-
dows and denting garages 
has been occurring on Fair-
way and nearby streets for 
decades but recently came 
to a head when the code en-
forcement department asked 
the city for assistance.

According to a city staff  re-
port, some residents have in-
stalled screen material that is 
not allowed and fences that 
are too high.

Bruce Lewis, who has lived 
on Fairway for fi ve years, 
said incidents of golf balls hit-
ting his walls, barely missing 
his windows, and denting his 
son’s vehicle prompted him 
to build a 6-foot-high fence at 

See VETERAN, Page A2

See GOLF, Page A3

Purple heart among medals earned by Vietnam vet

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

Pete Garcia holds a display of medals that he earned for heroism during the Vietnam War. His wife 
Claudia Gomez Garcia holds a military photograph of Mr. Garcia taken when he was 18 years old.

By Dawn Marks
Standing in his Chino 

home, 70-year-old Pete Gar-
cia refl ected on the military 
medals, including the Purple 
Heart, he earned while serv-
ing as a U.S. Army platoon 
sergeant in the Vietnam War.

The medals are arranged 
on a black velvet board with 
the uniform patches he wore 
during his service from 1969 
to 1971.    

He earned two Bronze 
Star Medals for heroism, two 
Army Commendation Med-
als, the same number of Air 
Medals for meritorious ser-
vice, a combat badge and a 
Purple Heart for an injury he 
received during combat. 

Until recently all the pieces 
had been stored away, un-
seen for the last 40 years.

Mr. Garcia, a lifelong Chino 
resident whose family roots 
go back to pre-incorpora-
tion in 1910, said he never 
thought of himself as a war 
hero.

Vietnam veterans were of-
ten not welcomed when they 

Veterans Day closures
Federal, state and county 

offi  ces will be closed Mon-
day, Nov. 11 in recognition 
of Veterans Day.

Post offi  ces will be closed 
and there will be no mail 
delivery that day.

Chino Valley Unifi ed 
School District offi  ces and 
schools will be closed Mon-
day.

The county libraries in 
Chino and Chino Hills will 
be closed Monday, as will 

the Chino Valley Chamber 
of Commerce offi  ce. 

City of Chino and City of 
Chino Hills facilities will be 
open.

Trash pick-up in Chino 
and Chino Hills will not be 
delayed. 

The Champion offi  ce will 
be open.

Most banks plan to be 
closed and major retail 
stores are expected to be 
open. 

Chino to host Veterans Day ceremony
The city of Chino will 

host its fi rst Veterans Day 
ceremony in recent history 
at 11 a.m. Monday, Nov. 
11 in the Liberty Courtyard 
at the Chino Community 
Building, 5443 B St.

The event will honor all 
past and present military 
veterans.

“The celebration of our 
veterans will include a 
fl ag ceremony and spe-
cial guest speakers,” said 

city spokeswoman Judy 
Miller. “There will also 
be a presentation of the 
military branch fl ags, pre-
sented by Chino families 
who currently have fam-
ily members serving in the 
military.”

The Old Schoolhouse 
Museum, located at the 
southeast corner of B and 
11th streets (next to the 
Chino Community Build-
ing), will be open noon to 

2 p.m., following the cer-
emony. 

A display and a Power-
Point about Chino veter-
ans will be off ered at the 
museum.

Information: Chino Com-
munity Services Depart-
ment, 334-3258.

The City of Chino Hills 
held its Veterans Day cer-
emony Nov. 8 at the Com-
munity Center on Peyton 
Drive.

Motorcyclist dies in collision
on Central near Philadelphia

By Josh Thompson
A 32-year-old motorcyclist 

from Hemet was killed late 
Monday afternoon in a colli-
sion with a van in the south-
bound lanes of Central Av-
enue, south of Philadelphia 
Street in Chino.

Miguel Angel Barragan 
was riding a Honda motor-
cycle southbound on Cen-
tral Avenue at 5:41 p.m. 
when a Chevy Express Van, 

which was being driven by a 
70-year-old man from Chi-
no, was making a left turn 
into the shopping center 
occupied by Denny’s, Star-
bucks and Smart and Final. 

The motorcyclist broad-
sided the van, Offi  cer Sieg-
fried Azarcon said.

The van’s driver was 
identifi ed Wednesday as 
Erasmo Rodriguez Yanez of 
Chino

“Intoxication is not sus-

pected at this time,” he 
added.

The motorcyclist was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
by Chino Valley Fire District 
paramedics.

Chino police closed the 
southbound lanes of Central 
Avenue for several hours to 
conduct an investigation.

Anyone with information 
can call Offi  cer Matthew 
Bloch at 334-3018 or email 
mbloch@chinopd.org.

Merle Lewis stands in front of her Fairway Boulevard home in Los Serranos where a 6-foot-high 
fence was installed to protect her family from golf balls.
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Doorbell videos can be shared with police to solve crimes
By Josh Thompson
Residents in Chino and 

Chino Hills who use Ring 
doorbell cameras at their 
homes can soon share vid-
eos and photos directly with 
law enforcement using the 
“Neighbors” digital-neigh-
borhood app on iPhones or 
Android devices.

Videos and photos can 

already be shared with 
neighbors on the app, 
but Chino and Chino Hills 
police departments an-
nounced they will monitor 
the app to gather informa-
tion to apprehend crimi-
nals stealing packages off  
front porches, breaking into 
homes or committing other 
crimes.

“Participation is com-
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Videos and photos taken with Ring devices (pic-
tured) can be shared directly with Chino and Chi-
no Hills police departments through the “Neigh-
bors” app on iPhone and Androids. Police said 
they will monitor videos on the app to help ap-
prehend criminals committing crimes.

pletely voluntary,” said 
Chino Police Sgt. Dustin 
Tomicic. “Chino Police will 
not compel any users to 
provide access to video.”

The Neighbors app alerts 
residents to crimes and 
safety events within a fi ve-
mile radius of their home.

See VIDEOS, Page A3
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