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Prison mental facility may add women and grow

See PRISON, Page A2

See CHIEF, Page A3

See RULES, Page A3

By Marianne Napoles
The mental health crisis 

facility proposed for the Cal-
ifornia Institution for Men in 
Chino has been expanded 
to include female inmate pa-
tients and all three licensed 
levels of mental health care: 
crisis, acute, and intermedi-
ate.

The prison is located at 
14901 Central Ave. at the 
end of Chino Hills Parkway.

The original square foot-
age of the facility in the draft 
environmental impact report 
was 61,000-square-feet but 
when the fi nal document 
was released, it expanded 
to 69,000-square feet and 
the cost increased by almost 
$36 million.

Total cost for the project is 
now $92.5 million.

Previously, offi  cials from 
the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion stated the facility was 
for inmate patients in crisis 
who would stay for no more 
than 10 days before being 
returned to the prison where 
they were assigned or trans-
ferred to a state mental hos-
pital.

Fireworks fun in Chino Valley comes with rules 
By Josh Thompson
Use of legal fi reworks 

in many areas of Chino 
will be allowed from noon 
Monday, July 1 through 
midnight Thursday, July 4, 
and law enforcement of-
fi cials in Chino and Chino 
Hills will be armed with ci-
tations for violators caught 
breaking the law.

All fi reworks are consid-
ered illegal in Chino Hills. 

In Chino, fi reworks that 
have the California Fire 
Marshal’s seal of approval 
can be used in residential 
areas only, except areas 
south of Pine Avenue and 
east of Euclid and Hell-
man avenues between 
Kimball and Merrill.

Fireworks are not al-
lowed in parking lots, 
parks or schools.

“Enjoy it, but stay with-
in the parameters of the 
law,” said Chino Police 
Chief Karen Comstock. 
“Fireworks have been a 
tradition in Chino for a 
long time. I think there are 
more people who enjoy it 
than people who don’t en-
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Signs posted around Chino advise residents that anyone caught using il-
legal fi reworks can face a $1,000 fi ne. Last year, law enforcement offi cials 
wrote 98 citations, including three in Chino Hills where all fi reworks are 
considered illegal. 

joy it. It’s what the people 
want, the people have spo-
ken and they enjoy having 
their Fourth of July holiday 
with fi reworks.” 

She said 52 offi  cers will 
work the night of July 4, 
mainly focusing on fi re-
works-related reports. 

There were 397 calls 
for service on July 4 last 
year between the hours 
of 6 p.m. and midnight. Of 
those, 267 calls were fi re-
works related. On a typical 
night between 6 p.m. and 
midnight, police respond to 
an average of 66 calls. 

Last year, 98 citations 
were written in Chino for il-
legal fi reworks use, which 
was up from the 64 cita-
tions written in 2017 and 
the 78 citations issued in 
2016.

Chino Hills police issued 
three citations last year. In 
2015, 2016 and 2017, no 
citations were written in 
Chino Hills.

Also, for the second year 
in a row, residents can help 
document illegal fi rework 
use in Chino by sending 
video or photos to the Chi-

no Police Department.
Chief Comstock said the 

person reporting the vio-
lation will need to place a 

call for service with the 
Chino Police Department, 
identify the violator, sign a 
form that explains their role 

in capturing the video or 
photo, and must be will-

Environmental impact report graphic

The location of the mental health crisis facility is shown at the red star in 
map above. One of the facilities (Facility C) is not pictured.

The program changes 
increased the number of 
housing wings from four to 
six, including dayrooms in 
each wing.

Additional square footage 
was added to refl ect lessons
learned from mental health
facilities constructed in the
last six years, said Correc-
tions Department offi  cials.

Unknown to public
The proposed addition of 

women and increased lev-
els of mental health care 
were not made known to 
residents during the public
input process because the
changes were not contained
in the draft environmental
impact report.

They were released only
in the fi nal environmental 
impact report certifi ed May 8 
by Corrections Department
Secretary Ralph Diaz.

The deadline to legally 
challenge the report was 
June 7.

Corrections Department
press secretary Vicky Wa-
ters said the additional
square footage is necessary 
for enhanced inmate-patient

Simmons selected next Chino Chief of Police
By Josh Thompson
Chino Police Department 

Captain Wes Simmons was 
named the city’s 18th Chief 
of Police Tuesday night, 
taking over for Chief Karen 
Comstock when she retires 
July 25.

Captain Simmons, 48, has 
worked for the Chino Police 
Department for 23 years as 
a police offi  cer, corporal, de-
tective, sergeant, lieutenant 
and earned the title of cap-
tain in 2014.

“I am both humbled and 
honored by this opportu-
nity,” Captain Simmons 
said. “I have had the great 

fortune of working for some 
of the fi nest leaders in law 
enforcement throughout my 
career here in Chino. They 
have mentored me and 
helped prepare me for this 
role.”

He will be sworn in during 
a private ceremony on July 
25. A public swearing-in cer-
emony will be held Aug. 1 
at the Chino Police Depart-
ment headquarters.

Captain Simmons said he 
is grateful Chino City Man-
ager Matt Ballantyne has 
confi dence in him becoming 
the city’s next police chief 
and added he looks forward 
to working closely with the 

Captain Wes Simmons

city council, his coworkers 
and the community.

“I am excited to work 
alongside and lead the 
exceptional people of the 
Chino Police Department 
who make it a model for law 
enforcement,” Captain Sim-
mons said. “By God’s grace, 
I will do so in a manner that 
fosters new levels of excel-
lence in service of this great 
community.”

Mr. Ballantyne, who had 
the responsibility to name 
the next chief, said Captain 
Simmons will be a great ad-
dition to the city’s Executive 
Management Team.

“During his 23 years of ser-
vice in the Chino Police De-
partment, Wes has earned 

the respect of the depart-
ment, his colleagues, the 
community and the council,” 
Mr. Ballantyne said. “This 
support will serve him well 
as he builds upon the Chino 
Police Department’s record 
of excellence.”

Captain Simmons is a 
2014 graduate of the FBI 
National Academy and 
holds a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice from Cal 
State University, Fullerton. 
He also has a master’s de-
gree in organizational man-
agement from the University 
of Phoenix. 

4th of July
festivities
begin early

While the cities of Chino 
and Chino Hills are gearing 
up for their annual festivities 
celebrating Independence 
Day, none of them will be 
held on July 4.

Chino
Chino’s annual Fireworks 

Spectacular will be held over 
two days this year, June 28 
to 29, at Ayala Park, south-
east corner of Central and 
Edison avenues in Chino. 

The events will be located 
on the Edison Avenue side 
of the park, near the Chino 
Valley YMCA building.

Events scheduled for 4 to 
10 p.m. Friday, June 28 in-
clude a food court, carnival 
rides and games. Tickets 
for the carnival rides and 

See 4TH, Page A3

Chino teen shot during drug transaction
By Josh Thompson
Five teenagers are in 

custody after a 17-year-old 
boy was shot and wounded 
in Chino Thursday after-
noon during a drug trans-
action in the 4300 block of 
Heather Circle. 

Police said three sus-
pects are 17 years old and 
two are 16 years old.

They were booked into 
San Bernardino County 
Juvenile Hall on charges of 
attempted murder, robbery 
and conspiracy, said Chino 
police spokeswoman Tam-
rin Olden. Names of the 
teens were not released 
because of their ages.

The unidentifi ed victim 
was taken to a hospital 
where he was listed in sta-
ble condition with a gun-
shot wound to his chest, 

See TEEN, Page A3
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A Chino Police investigator takes photographs of the scene where a 
17-year-old Chino boy was shot and wounded Thursday afternoon dur-
ing a drug transaction in the 4300 block of Heather Circle in Chino. Two 
of the four 17-year-old suspects were in custody at Champion press time.  
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