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From Paul Spitzzeri presentation

A rare photo from 1925 shows a horseman on the Tres Hermanos Ranch, 
which is largely unchanged to this day.

See RANCH, Page A2

Tres Hermanos same today as it was more than 100 years ago
By Marianne Napoles

Chino Hills historian 
Paul Spitzzeri has a way 
of making history come 
alive as evidenced by a 
crowd of 125 people who 
came out on a Monday 
night to listen to the his-
tory of the Tres Hermanos 
Ranch.

The ranch is located on 
both sides of Grand Av-
enue in Chino Hills and 
Diamond Bar.

The Chino Hills His-
torical Society hosted the 
event at the Community 
Center with president De-
nise Cattern welcoming 
Mr. Spitzzeri as a well-
received and popular 
speaker.

He spiced up a some-
what technical descrip-
tion of how the land was 
used during the Spanish 
and Mexican period with 
anecdotes about partner-
ship mergers infl uenced 

by family marriages.
The ranch was once 

used as common land 
where rancheros would 
graze their animals if 
their own land was over-

Solar farm fi rm seeks millions in lost revenue
By Marianne Napoles
The power company that 

planned to build a solar farm 
on Tres Hermanos Ranch 
has amended its lawsuit 
against the cities of Indus-
try, Diamond Bar, and Chino 
Hills, to seek recovery of 
more than $246 million in al-
leged lost project revenue.

The action by the San Ga-

briel Valley Water & Power 
Company was fi led May 2 in 
Superior Court in San Ber-
nardino.

Tres Hermanos is a 2,500-
acre ranch located on both 
sides of Grand Avenue with 
1,750 acres in Chino Hills, 
and 695 acres in Diamond 
Bar, under the governance of 
the Tres Hermanos Conser-
vation Authority, as of Febru-

ary.
Anthony Barkett, the com-

pany’s managing partner, an-
nounced in a statement that 
the three cities embarked on 
a plan to wrongly interfere 
with his fi rm’s relationship 
with City of Commerce.

The City of Commerce was 
approached last fall to nego-
tiate a solar farm agreement 
after Industry backed away 

from the deal.
Industry claimed it lost $20 

million to the company while 
being hit with lawsuits from 
Diamond Bar and Chino Hills.

Secret meetings
Mr. Barkett stated the three 

cities secretly arranged for 
the purchase of Tres Herma-
nos Ranch without public dis-
closure or comment.

“Specifi cally, in February See SOLAR, Page A3

of this year, and while using 
the Brown Act to shield their 
plans, Industry, Diamond Bar 
and Chino Hills entered into 
an agreement to pursue their 
own project at a cost to the 
public of over $41 million,” he 
said.

Councilman Ray Marquez, 
who serves on the Tres Her-

Champion Newspapers receives state awards
Champion Newspapers 

received fi ve awards at 
last Saturday’s California 
Journalism Awards hosted 
by the California News 
Publishers Association at 
The Westin Hotel in Long 
Beach.

The ceremony honored 
the work of publications 
across the state for 2018. 

Champion sports editor-
assistant news editor Josh 
Thompson won a fi rst-
place award in the sports 
action photo category 
for weekly newspapers 
of 4,301-25,000 circula-
tion for a photo published 
March 10, 2018 of Chino 
Hills High boys basketball 
player Andre Ball making a 
two-handed slam dunk dur-
ing a CIF State Division 1 
playoff  game against Mater 
Dei Catholic. 

“The potential energy 

This photo of Chino Hills High basketball player Andre Ball making a two-
handed slam dunk in 2018 won a fi rst-place award for sports action photo in 
the recent California News Publishers Association competition. It was taken 
by Champion sports editor-assistant news editor Josh Thompson.

is riveting,” according to 
CNPA judge’s comments.

Mr. Thompson’s photo 
of a girl praying with an 
American fl ag in her hands 
at a Chino Valley Fire Dis-
trict Sept. 11 memorial 
ceremony was selected as 
the fi rst-place winner in the 
feature photo category and 
his photo of eight semi-
trucks colliding on the 60 
Freeway in July took sec-
ond in the breaking news 
photo category among 
publications with a circula-
tion of 11,000-25,000.

Publisher emeritus Al Mc-
Combs placed fourth in the 
columns category among 
publications with 11,000-
25,000 circulation for his 
“Newspaper Brickbats” and 
“McCain—What if?” col-
umns that were published 

See AWARDS, Page A3

Whoa Murphy!

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles
Nine-year-old Honour Pinal of Chino Hills interacts with “Murphy,” a 
1,700-pound Shire at the “open horse” held May 4 at the McCoy Eques-
trian Center in Chino Hills. Murphy’s owner Marcia Mayeda of Chino 
said the 20-year-old horse is the highest rank Shire dressage horse in the 
country. See story and photos on page B1.

Legal drama for Tres Hermanos Ranch

grazed.
As the years went by and 

public lands disappeared, 
they were made available 
for private citizens to pur-
chase.

His PowerPoint presenta-
tion took the audience into 
yesteryear, with old news-
paper accounts, records 
and maps.

A 1912 article told of the 

consolidation of four oil 
companies connected 
to people that would be-
come part of the Tres Her-
manos history.

Three brothers
Mr. Spitzzeri located 

early photos of the three 
men for who the ranch is 
named.

Tres Hermanos means 
“three brothers” in Span-
ish.

Although the men 
weren’t really brothers, 
they were bound by their 
shared interests in oil, 
real estate, and media, he 
said.

Los Angeles Times 
owner Harry Chandler, 
William Rowland of Row-
land Heights fame, and 
W.B. Scott acquired the 
land in 1910. They built 
what is known today as 
the “Arnold Reservoir” for 
their cattle and horses.

By Josh Thompson
A registered sex off ender 

was jailed May 2 by Chino 
Hills police on suspicion of 
sexually abusing a family 
member several times at a 
home in Chino Hills.

Daniel Gomez, 57, of 
Chino Hills, was booked 
into the West Valley Deten-
tion Center in Rancho Cu-

camonga at 
12:08 p.m. 
at a home 
in the 4800 
block of Bird 
Farm Road, 
according to 
county jail 
records.

He was 
charged with one count of 
continuous sexual abuse 

of a child and one count 
of lewd and lascivious acts 
with a child under age 14, 
San Bernardino County 
court records show.

Police went to the home 
on a report of sexual abuse 
and identifi ed the suspect 
as a relative of the victim, 
said Detective Kyle Glozer.

“Evidence obtained led 
investigators to believe 

numerous acts of sexual 
abuse occurred over an 
extended period,” Detec-
tive Glozer said. “A warrant 
was issued for Mr. Gomez’ 
arrest and he was arrested 
at his home without inci-
dent.”

According to the Megan’s 
Law website, Mr. Gomez 
was convicted in 1990 on 
one count of lewd and las-

civious acts with a child un-
der age 14.

Chino Hills police re-
leased a photograph of Mr. 
Gomez in case there may 
be additional victims.

Anyone with information 
can call Chino Hills police 
at 364-2000 or the WeTip 
Hotline at (800) 782-7463.

Tips can also be left at 
wetip.com.

Chino Hills man arrested for suspected sex abuse of minor

Hay fi re still burning
By Josh Thompson
Fire offi  cials said the hay 

fi re burning since Tuesday 
night on a dairy at 8300 Pine 
Ave. in the Preserve area of 
Chino could smolder through 
the weekend. 

An estimated $750,000 
to $1 million worth of hay 
burned in the blaze, accord-

ing to Chino Valley Fire Dis-
trict spokeswoman Massiel 
Ladron De Guevara. 

Thick smoke began bil-
lowing east from the John 
Weststeyn Dairy (previously 
owned by the Stueve fam-
ily) just after 8 p.m. Tuesday 
on the north side of Pine Av-

Champion photo by Josh Thompson

Flames from a large hay fi re could be seen burn-
ing Wednesday afternoon at a dairy at 8300 Pine 
Ave. in the Preserve area of Chino. 

Daniel
Gomez
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