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Forum off ers robust debate in Chino Hills

See FORUM, Page A2

Chino Police Department photo

Chino Police offi cers and Chino Pop Warner offi cials stand near $4,800 worth of stolen football 
equipment that was recovered Tuesday, fi ve days after it was stolen from a storage bin at Ayala 
Park in Chino. A 36-year-old Pomona man, not pictured, was jailed on suspicion of possession of 
stolen property and receiving stolen property, county jail records show.

Pop Warner theft suspect arrested
By Josh Thompson
Five days after Chino Pop 

Warner had 70 percent of 
its helmets, more than a 
dozen footballs and thou-
sands of dollars in football 
equipment stolen from a 
storage locker last week 
at Ayala Park in Chino, a 
36-year-old Pomona man 
was arrested Tuesday in 
Chino.

Omar Yair Gutierrez Mon-
roy is expected to appear 
in a West Valley Superior 
Court room Thursday to 
answer to charges of pos-
session of stolen property 

and receiving known sto-
len property, according to 
county court records.

Chino Police said a Chino 
Pop Warner offi  cial noticed 
several of the stolen items 
were being sold on a web-
based marketplace and no-
tifi ed authorities, said Sgt. 
Jesus Jacquez.

“That person gave in-
formation to Chino Police 
and an investigation was 
opened,” the sergeant said.

Police met with the sus-
pect at Fifth and G streets 
in Chino at 3:15 p.m. Tues-
day and an arrest took 
place without incident.

A search warrant was 

served at the suspect’s 
home in the 1200 block of 
W. Sixth Street in Pomona 
where Chino police recov-
ered $4,800 worth of foot-
ball equipment, two stolen 
vehicles and drug para-
phernalia, police said.  

Chino Pop Warner presi-
dent Pete Duran said Mon-
day morning that between 
$8,500 and $10,000 worth 
of equipment had been tak-
en from the storage locker 
near the Ayala Park Stadi-
um in Chino.

He said league offi  cials 
will continue to weigh their 
next moves to keep the 
60-year-old organization 

from shutting down.
“We will do whatever it 

takes to get this fi xed,” 
said league president Pete 
Duran, who took over the 
position on Jan. 1 of this 
year. “This was a care-
less act. We’re here for the 
players. Right now, we are 
in a position that we can’t 
support a league with what 
we have. If we don’t raise 
money, we will have to fold 
Chino Pop Warner.”

Mr. Duran said a stor-
age bin located on the 
south side of the Ayala 
Park Stadium, which was 

See THEFT, Page A3

Carjacking 
suspect 
shoots at 
Chino 
offi  cer

By Josh Thompson
Two carjacking suspects 

were arrested, one suspect 
was hospitalized in critical 
condition with a self-infl icted 
gunshot wound and a Chino 
Police offi  cer escaped injury 
after being shot at Thursday 
morning.

The names, ages and cities 
of residences of the suspects 
have not yet been released.

The three suspects fi rst 
shot and carjacked a 23-year-
old Riverside man at Martin 
Tudor Jurupa Hills Regional 
Park in Fontana around 2:50 
a.m. Thursday, according to 
the Fontana Police Depart-
ment. 

"The victim has been sitting 
in his vehicle in the parking 
lot and had fallen asleep," 
Fontana police said in a news 
release. "He was awoken 
by three male suspects who 
forced him out of his vehicle 
at gunpoint." 

One of the suspects shot 
the man twice before they 
fl ed in his 2012 Ford Edge. 

Two hours later, Chino po-
lice were called to a report of 
an armed carjacking in the 
14000 block of Oaks Avenue, 
and the fi rst offi  cer on the 
scene saw three suspects in 
the area, according to a Chi-
no Police news release.

“One of the suspects fi red 
on the offi  cer, striking the of-
fi cer’s vehicle,” police said in 
a statement. “The offi  cer was 
not injured. Offi  cers did not 
fi re on the suspects.”

After the suspects ran, Chi-
no police offi  cers surrounded 
the area of Oaks and Magno-
lia avenues from Schaefer to 
Edison avenues.

One suspect was caught, 
and a second suspect was 
found with a self-infl icted gun 
shot to the head, police said. 

The third suspect was tak-
en into custody later in the 
morning.

Chino Police Chief Wes 
Simmons said, "So grateful 
none of our police offi  cers or 
community members were 
injured during this incident 
and thankful for our local law 
enforcement partners at On-
tario Police, Montclair Police 
and San Bernardino County 
Sheriff ’s for their assistance 
in helping us get these vio-
lent suspects into custody so 
quickly." 

Anyone with information 
can call Chino Police at 628-
1234 or the Detective Macias 
with the Fontana Police De-
partment at 350-7730.

Chino resident promoted to county CEO

Leonard 
Hernandez

By Marianne Napoles
Leonard X. Hernandez, 

who began his career in 1998 
as a part-time library assis-
tant for the Chino Branch 
Library and rose through the 
ranks, has been appointed 
chief executive offi  cer for San 
Bernardino County by the 
Board of Supervisors, eff ec-
tive today (Oct. 10).

Mr. Hernandez, who lives 
in Chino with his wife and fi ve 
children, will succeed Gary 
McBride, who served as the 
county’s CEO for nearly three 
years and will remain as stra-
tegic projects director under a 
contract extension.

“Leonard Hernandez’ ca-
reer trajectory is nothing short 
of a local success story,” said 
Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Curt Hagman. “His work 
ethic, savvy, and vision for 
our community have set him 
apart in many ways as an ef-
fective leader and rising star.” 

Mr. Hagman said Mr. Her-
nandez’ growth from library 
aid to CEO highlights that 
San Bernardino County is a 
place where young people 
can grow and thrive.

“It has been a wonderful 
journey,” Mr. Hernandez said. 
“I am blessed with a support-
ive family and a great place to 
live in the City of Chino.”

Mr. Hernandez, a former 
Chino Hills resident for eight 
years, worked for four years 
at the James S. Thalman 
Chino Hills Branch Library.

He was later manager of 
the Fontana Branch Library.

He honed his management 
skills as director of libraries at 
the City of Riverside before 
returning to San Bernardino 
County in 2010 as the county 
librarian.

In 2014, while still serving 
as county librarian, he served 
as interim museum director. 

In 2015, he was promoted 
to deputy executive offi  cer 

over the community services 
group that includes the coun-
ty library and museum sys-
tems, Registrar of Voters, re-
gional parks, county airports, 
and agriculture/weights and 
measures.

In 2016 Mr. Hernandez be-
came the interim county chief 
operating offi  cer and the fol-
lowing year was appointed 
chief operating offi  cer.

In that role, he coordinated 
the county’s multi-depart-
mental response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“We’re very fortunate to 
have someone who knows 
the county as well as Mr. 
Hernandez does and I have 
every confi dence his unique 
skill set and ability to solve 
problems will serve our coun-
ty well,” Supervisor Hagman 
said.

“I am humbled by the con-
fi dence the Board of Super-
visors has placed in me and 
grateful for the opportunity 
to lead this great county or-
ganization, which has been 
my professional home for so 
many years,” Mr. Hernandez 
said.

Mr. Hernandez has a bach-
elor’s degree in history from 
Cal State Fullerton and a 
master’s degree in library 
and information science from 
Clarion University of Pennsyl-
vania.

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

Chino Hills City Council District 3 candidates wind down after a 1½-hour forum Tuesday night in
council chambers. Shown are (from left) Tyler Shields, Sabir Taqi, Jim Gallagher, and Art Bennett,
mayor. The event was hosted by the Chino Valley Chamber of Commerce.

 By Marianne Napoles
Several questions in the 

District 3 Chino Hills City 
Council candidates’ forum 
triggered brisk exchanges 
Tuesday night between 
candidate Jim Gallagher 
and incumbent Mayor Art 
Bennett over their oppos-
ing viewpoints on munici-
pal and ideological issues.

Younger candidates Sabir 
Taqi and Tyler Shields, 
both university students, 
answered thoughtfully but 
demonstrated an unfamil-
iarity with some issues.

Hosted by the Chino Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce 
in council chambers, the 
questions presented to the 
four candidates included 
those submitted by the 
community and chamber 
members, and those pre-
pared by the Chamber’s 
legislative committee, said 
Chamber president Zeb 
Welborn.

“To encourage candid 
responses, the candidates 
have not received advance 
notifi cation of the ques-
tions that were asked,” Mr. 
Welborn said.

Mr. Bennett opened his 
comments by stating to the 
audience, “Look at each 
of us as though this were 
a job interview, and your 
responsibility is to hire (re-
elect) the person who is 
best qualifi ed for the job.”

Experience
Mr. Bennett touted his 

long-time experience and 
community knowledge in 
his roles on the General 
Plan Advisory Commit-
tee, as a Chino Hills Plan-

ning Commissioner, and 
a Chino Hills councilman 
and mayor, stating that he 
has served the city for 26 
years.

“I’m not a politician but a 
servant of the people,” he 

said.
Mr. Gallagher, who 

served on the General Plan 
Advisory Committee and 
was involved with getting 
Measure U on the ballot in 
1999 to ensure develop-

ers adhered to the general 
plan, said he too is involved 
as a Chamber ambassa-
dor, Save Tres Hermanos 
Ranch co-founder, and vice 


