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Turn back 
the clock
Daylight Saving 
time ends at 2 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 1. 
Remember to turn 
clocks back one 
hour before 
going to bed 
tonight (Oct. 31). 
It's also a good 
time to change 
the batteries in 
smoke detectors.

Haunted 
Halloween
Several Chino 
Valley homes are 
decorated in 
scary themes for 
Halloween. 
Page B5

New fi re
station
Offi cials from the 
City of Chino Hills 
and Chino Valley 
Fire District
announce a new 
fi re station in 
Chino Hills.
Page B1

Preseason 
recognition
Chino Hills High 
graduate Eli Scott, 
a men's basketball 
player at Loyola 
Marymount 
University, 
earns a 2020-21 
preseason honor. 
Page A6
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'Blue Ridge Fire' burns 14,334 acres

By Josh Thompson
Nearly 20,000 Chino 

Hills residents breathed a 
sigh of relief Wednesday 
night after all evacuation 
orders were lifted, follow-
ing a tense 48 hours when 
the Blue Ridge Fire erupted 
Monday afternoon in Yorba 
Linda and began to spread 
north toward Chino Hills. 

The fi re blackened 14,334 
acres, most of which were  
on San Bernardino County 
property and in the city of 
Chino Hills. 

Flames came close to 
several Chino Hills homes 
in the southern area of 
the city, including Butter-
fi eld Ranch Road and near 
Butterfi eld Park on Mystic 
Canyon Drive. 

Cal Fire crews spent 
most of Tuesday morning  
setting fi re to dry brush on 
several hillsides in Chino 
Hills to help contain the 
fast-moving blaze. 

About 56 percent of the 
14,173-acre Chino Hills 
State Park burned, (see  
story on Page A6). 

Evacuation orders were 
given to residents in the 
Butterfi eld Ranch area 
(west side of road from Pine 
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Cal Fire fi refi ghters control the hillside after they ignited it to burn away dry brush along the western 
edge of Butterfi eld Ranch Road at Park Crest Drive in Chino Hills to help contain the 14,334-acre Blue 
Ridge Fire. The blaze scorched areas of Yorba Linda and Chino Hills on Monday and Tuesday, forcing 
nearly 20,000 Chino Hills residents to evacuate their homes through 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Avenue to the 71 Freeway); 
south of Soquel Canyon 
Parkway (entire area of 
Bell Ridge Drive and Gold-
en Terrace Drive, and Misty 
Hill Drive); the area north 
of Soquel Canyon Parkway 
(west of Wickman Elemen-

tary School); Carbon Can-
yon area (from the county 
line to Summit Ranch, in-
cluding Sleepy Hollow, Hill 
of Hope, Hillcrest, Oak Tree 
Downs, Pine Valley Estates 
and Western Hills Estates); 
the Village Oaks area west 

of Peyton Drive near Bay-
berry Drive; and the entire 
Vellano community. 

A total of 10,000 resi-
dents in 2,500 homes in 
Yorba Linda also evacu-
ated. Evacuation orders 
were lifted in both cities at 

5 p.m. Wednesday and no
homes were damaged in
Chino Hills, according city
offi  cials. 

Ten homes were dam-
aged and one home was

See FIRE, Page A3

Wild winds wreak havoc on Chino Valley
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An 86-year-old home owned by Kay Hallmark on Phillips Boulevard, east 
of Ramona Avenue in the unincorporated area of Chino, was heavily dam-
aged when a large tree believed to be 250 years old toppled onto west side 
of the home during Monday's wind storm. No injuries were reported.

Polls open 
now until 
Election 
Day
By Marianne Napoles
Residents who have held 

onto their ballots so they 
can vote in person can walk 
into the polling place listed 
on the back of their ballot 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. today 
(Oct. 31), Sunday, Nov. 1, 
Monday, Nov. 2, and 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 
3. 

They can bring their ballot 
with them or choose to ask 
for a replacement ballot.

Those who do not know 
their polling place can visit 
sbcountyelections.com  and 
click on "fi nd my polling 
place" on the home page 
under Quick Links.

According to the San Ber-
nardino County Registrar of 
Voters offi  ce, twice as many 
San Bernardino County vot-
ers have already voted in 
this Presidential Election 
than had a week before the 
2016 Presidential Election.

The Registrar of Voters 
offi  ce mailed more than 1 
million ballots on Oct. 5, 
and as of Thursday, Oct. 29, 
365,724 were returned, rep-
resenting a 33.13 percent 
overall turnout with less than 
a week before Election Day.

In the November 2016 
election, with the same 
number of days before the 
election, 178,922 ballots 
were returned, for a turnout 
of 20.15 percent. 

Residents may also re-
turn their ballots in four drop 
boxes in the Chino Valley: 
the Chino Hills Branch Li-
brary on City Center Drive, 
the Chino Airport on Merrill 
Avenue, the Chino Police 
Department on Guardian 
Way, and Chino City Hall on 
Central Avenue.  

The drop boxes are open 
24 hours and will close at 8 
p.m. Tuesday. 

If residents are standing in 
line by 8 p.m. they will be al-
lowed to cast their ballot.

Residents who have not 
registered to vote may still 
do so under the conditional 
voter registration law. 

They should visit their poll-
ing place where they will be 
asked to fi ll out a voter reg-
istration form and will be 
provided a ballot. 

All residents are asked to 
wear face coverings in the 
polling places. 

If they do not have a mask, 
they will be off ered one. 

If the voter refuses to wear 
a mask, poll workers will of-
fer face shields to everybody 
who is voting at that time.

Evacuated 

residents 

returned home 

Wednesday
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Isabelle Flores and her three children leave the Chino Hills Community Center Tuesday afternoon 
after receiving assistance from the Red Cross to stay at the Double Tree Hotel in Ontario. They are 
heading over to the animal evacuation center near McCoy Equestrian Center to drop off their dog 
Rocky. The family was evacuated from their home on Greystone Avenue in Chino Hills.

Loving 
care for 
families 
and pets
By Marianne Napoles 
As fi refi ghters battled the 

Blue Ridge Fire, the City of 
Chino Hills teamed up with 
partners to provide shelter 
for families who were evac-
uated. 

Pets were taken care of 
by the Inland Valley Hu-
mane Society at McCoy 

See CARE, Page A2

The Inland Valley Humane Society took care of dogs, cats, chickens, a parrot, 
and a horse belonging to evacuated Chino Hills residents at McCoy Eques-
trian Center. Shown is Jim Edward, operations manager.

See WIND, Page A2

By Josh Thompson
Wind gusts up to 80 mph 

were reported in the Chino 
Valley Monday morning and 
afternoon, knocking down 
trees and power lines, and 
causing damage to canopies 
at several outdoor dining ar-
eas and at the fi tness area 
at the YMCA facility at Ayala 
Park in Chino. 

One home, built in 1934 on 
Phillips Boulevard, east of 
Ramona Avenue in the un-
incorporated area of Chino, 
was heavily damaged when a 
tree believed to be 250 years 
old toppled into the living 
area. The home is owned by 
Kay Hallmark. 

The tree was removed by 
Wednesday and the home 
was red-tagged. 

A wooden pole planted 


