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Ways to 
stay fi t
See the 
Champion’s 
Healthy Living 
special section in 
today’s paper.
Pages A5-10

Housing
pain
Chino Hills will 
take the fi rst
step to fi nd
enough sites
to build 3,720 
housing units 
over the next
10 years.
Page B3 

Scenic 
utility boxes
Wrapped utility 
boxes featuring 
scenic views of 
Chino Hills will
appear on four  
boxes next week.
Page A3

Road 
closures
Traffi c lanes on 
three main streets 
in the Chino 
Preserve will close 
periodically as 
development 
continues.
Page B5

Wanting a 
fresh start
Chino Hills High 
quarterback 
Matthew Geeting 
decommits from 
Middle Tennessee 
University. 
Page B7
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Family shares coronavirus fright
The Pedraza family of Chino Hills is recovering from coronavirus. Shown are (from left) Amanda, 
24, her dad Sam, and her mother Sharon. Mr. Pedraza was released from the hospital Jan. 22.

By Marianne Napoles
Coronavirus can land 

upon households the way a 
spreading wildfi re jumps on 
one house and spares an-
other.

That was the case with the 
Pedrazas, a Chino Hills fam-
ily of three who was hit hard 
when COVID-19 descended 
upon them at Christmas time.

Amanda, 24, an Ayala High 
graduate and student at Mt. 
San Antonio College in Wal-
nut, is the only child of Sam 

Pedraza, 60, and Sharon Pe-
draza, 63.

Mr. and Mrs. Pedraza, 
longtime residents, were 
excited to come home from 
work on Dec. 23 because it 
was their last day before the 
Christmas break.

Mr. Pedraza is a mainte-
nance mechanic and Mrs. 
Pedraza is a billing manager.

“We were all going to be 
home for Christmas, just the 
three of us, hunkered down 
at home,” Mrs. Pedraza said. 

But on Christmas Eve, Mr. 

Pedraza got sick.  On Christ-
mas Day, Amanda got sick 
and the next day Mrs. Pe-
draza got sick.

Suspecting COVID, they 
met with their primary physi-
cian over Zoom and got test-
ed a few days later, resulting 
in the news they dreaded.

Oxygen drops
Shortly after testing posi-

tive, Mr. Pedraza, who has 
allergy-induced asthma, 
could not breathe despite us-
ing his nebulizer. He told his 
family to call 9-1-1.

Paramedics checked his 
oxygen level and trans-
ported him to urgent care 
for X-rays because of their 
concerns that hospitals 
were full.

“His oxygen dropped be-
low 80 at the urgent care 
center and 9-1-1 was called 
again,” Amanda said. “We 
found out he had developed 
pneumonia.”

Mr. Pedraza was taken to 
Chino Valley Medical Cen-

See FAMILY, Page A2 See COVID, Page A2
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Program gives children a break from schoolwork

Champion photo by Dawn Marks

Chino Community Services Specialists Trisha Deyo, Hayley Page and Amber-
lyn Rios conduct a virtual afterschool program at the Carolyn Owens Commu-
nity Building. Amberlyn is facilitating and Trisha and Hayley are monitoring 
the Google Classroom for participants asking questions or wanting to share.

By Dawn Marks 
Students are getting a 

respite from the tedium of 
daily virtual school in an 
enrichment program with 
crafts, food, physical ac-
tivities, special guests and 
even fi eld trips.

The SOAR afterschool 
program is free to disad-
vantaged children through 
a partnership between the 
Chino Valley school district 
and City of Chino.      

Community Services Spe-
cialist Justin Leininger said 
the program is most eff ec-
tive with children in fi rst to 
fourth grades because they 
don’t have cell phones to 
use for other purposes, like 
video gaming.     

Mr. Leininger and staff , 
most of whom are in their 
20s, said students are 
“burnt out with educational 
stuff ” and want to interact 
with children and have fun 
after school.

“With kids isolated on their 
computer for school all day, 
they are excited to talk,” Mr. 
Leininger said.

The SOAR afterschool 
program received a $16,000 
grant to purchase laptops, 
cameras, a backdrop, and 
storage cabinet.  

Home base for the record-
ing studio is a classroom at 
the Carolyn Owens Building 
in Chino.  

Field trips
Students enrolled in a title 

one school in underserved 

communities and qualify for 
federal funding, can interact 
in the 45-minute session 
fi ve days a week.

Activities for each day are 
listed on a monthly calen-
dar.

Visits from local police of-
fi cers and fi refi ghters are a 
big hit, including a visit from 
Chino Police Offi  cer Marissa 
Torres, who later returned to 
play online games.

Field trips have been 
broadcast live from Scott 

Brothers Dairy, Painted 
Dough donut shop and The 
Avocado House in Chino.   

Previously, 55 staff  worked 
in afterschool programs at 
nine school campuses. 

Now, six city employees 
and one school district em-
ployee run the virtual pro-
gram, which averages 75 
to 100 students logging on 
daily, Community Services 
Manager Silvia Avalos said.   

Ms. Avalos said virtual at-
tendance is lower than in 

person and they lost some 
students after the winter 
break. 

The recent addition of 
an app called FlipGrid lets 
students record and share 
short videos.

In one of the fi rst videos 
last week, a girl demonstrat-
ed how she can hop on one 
foot while jumping rope.

Information: Terri Trem-
bly, terri_trembly@chino.
k12.ca.us or 628-1201, ext. 
8917.    

Armed 
robbery 
suspects 
jailed in 
Chino

By Josh Thompson
Three men were arrested 

early Sunday morning on 
suspicion of trying to rob a 
man inside a Chino house 
where approximately 500 
marijuana plants were being 
grown, according to the Chi-
no Police Department.

The suspects—identi-
fi ed as Zhong Huang, 31, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Fei Han, 35, of West Covina; 
and Jainwen Luo, 33, of San 
Gabriel—were arrested after 
they ran from the home in 
the 11500 block of Cambria 
Street, located a block west 
of Central Avenue between 
Francis Avenue and Phillips 
Boulevard.

They are each being held 
on $250,000 bail at the West 
Valley Detention Center in 
Rancho Cucamonga on 
suspicion of kidnapping and 
armed robbery inside an oc-
cupied dwelling, according to 
San Bernardino County Court 
records.

Chino police offi  cers went 
See ROBBERY, Page A4

A part of the snow-covered San Gabriel Mountains peek out from the clouds Monday morning after overnight weather 
brought several inches of snow and almost a half-inch of rain to the Chino Valley. Rain hit Chino and Chino Hills late Thurs-
day night and early Friday morning, but totals were not available by Champion press time. Sunny skies are expected today  
(Jan. 30) with a high of 63 in the Chino Valley, followed by partly cloudy weather and 70 degrees on Sunday, according to 
the National Weather Service. A 40 percent chance of rain is expected Tuesday in Chino and Chino Hills. 

Wet weather soaks Chino Valley, brings snow to mountains

By Marianne Napoles
The County of San Ber-

nardino will hold super-
sized COVID-19 vaccination 
events for seniors 65 and 
older next week by appoint-
ment only.

Any senior who lives or 
works in San Bernardino 
County is eligible.

On Tuesday, Feb. 2 the 
Auto Club Speedway in 
Fontana will open all day at 
9300 Cherry Ave.

To make an appointment, 
visit sbcovid19.com/vac 
cine/locations. 

Seniors who need help 
making an appointment can 
call the county’s hotline at 
(909) 387-3911 from 9 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Vaccines remain in short 
supply and will be limited 
to the fi rst 3,500 individuals 
who secure an appointment, 
Board of Supervisors Chair-
man Curt Hagman said.

Residents will be able to 
immediately schedule an 
appointment for their second 
dose at a follow-up Speed-
way event March 2.

Frontline health care per-
sonnel and emergency ser-
vices workers will also be 
served.

On Thursday, Feb. 4, the 
Ontario Convention Center 

Large scale 
vaccination
events next
week for 
people 65+


