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Political
stand
Pop-up 
political 
stand causing
commotion
on Chino Hills 
Parkway.
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Grads at
church
Gateway Karis 
Church in Chino
to host graduation 
ceremony for 
those who had 
none because 
of COVID.
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Turning 
tassels
Chino Hills, 
Chino, Buena Vista, 
and Chino Valley
Adult School
graduates listed
in today’s 
Champion.  
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Mental
health
An open house 
and mental health 
forum will
introduce the
community to 
Paws 4 Success.
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Onto the 
semfi nals
The Ayala and 
Ontario Christian 
girls’ basketball 
teams will compete 
in CIF-Southern 
Section divisional 
semifi nal games 
tonight (June 5).  
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Probe ordered in Cooper murder case
The San Bernardino Coun-

ty District Attorney’s offi  ce 
and Chino Hills Mayor Brian 
Johsz are opposing Gov. 
Gavin Newsom’s decision 
to order an independent in-
vestigation in the 1983 mur-
ders of four people in Chino 
Hills as part of a clemency 
request from Kevin Cooper, 
the person convicted in the 
crimes. 

Gov. Newsom granted the 
independent investigation 
on May 28. 

“The San 
Bernardino 
County Dis-
trict Attorney 
d i s a g r e e s 
with the 
governo r ’s 
decision to 
refer Kevin 
C o o p e r ’ s 
conviction to 
special coun-
cil,” said District Attorney Ja-
son Anderson. ”We are not 
aware of any authority that 

allows for a review outside 
of the judicial branch of a 
capital case wherein every 
judicial actor with decision 
making authority for the past 
38 years has determined 
that Kevin Cooper is guilty 
of the murders of Doug, 
Peggy and Jessica Ryen, 
Christopher Hughes and the 
attempted murder of Joshua 
Ryen.” 

He said that state and fed-
eral courts concluded that 
Cooper is “guilty beyond a 

reasonable doubt.”
Recent DNA testing on 

several items confi rm Coo-
per’s presence inside the 
victims’ home, Mr. Anderson 
said. 

Mayor Johsz said he is 
disappointed in Gov. New-
som for reopening the case. 

“The multiple murders of 
our residents in 1983 still 
stands as the single larg-
est criminal loss of life in our 
city,” he said. “To this day, 
that sad day reverberates 

throughout Chino Hills.” 
Gov. Newsom said May 

28 the independent inves-
tigation will review trial and 
appellate records, the facts 
underlying the conviction 
and available evidence that 
Cooper’s lawyers said was 
mishandled, planted and 
tampered with. 

Mr. Anderson stated the 
San Bernardino County Dis-
trict Attorney stands by its 
prosecution in the murder 
case. 

Chino Hills
settles suit
by posting
water 
reports
By Marianne Napoles
As a result of a lawsuit 

settlement with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC) for not submitting 
water conservation reports 
required by the state for three 
consecutive years, the City of 
Chino Hills has begun fi ling 
annual reports on its website.

Beginning March 30, the 
city also began posting the 
annual volumes of potable 
(drinking) water and recycled 
water used by city facilities.

The water usage posted for 
the 2019-20 fi scal year shows 
the city used 778 acre-feet of 
potable water and 243 acre-
feet of recycled water for a 
total of 1021 acre-feet.

One acre-foot of water 
equals 325,851 gallons.

The city paid $9,000 in le-
gal costs and attorney’s fees 
when the settlement was 
reached last August.

City spokesperson Nicole 
Freeman said the city takes 
water conservation seriously.

She said the city has de-
creased its potable water use 
by 18 percent in the last six 
years, even though the popu-
lation increased by 10 per-
cent in the same time period.

The city used 15,858-acre 
feet of potable water in fi scal 
year 2013-14 with a popula-
tion of 74,799 as compared 
to fi scal year 2019-20 when 
the city used 13,076-acre feet 
with a population of 82,404, 
Ms. Freeman said.

The reduction can be at-
tributed to replacing potable 
water use for irrigation with 
the use of recycled water in 
many locations, she said. 

In December 2019, Chino 
Hills was named with three 
other entities in a class-action 
lawsuit fi led by the NRDC: 
San Bernardino County, 
Rancho Cucamonga and 
Redlands.

NRDC is an environmental 
activism organization estab-
lished in 1970.

The state’s Department 
of Water Resources began 
requiring cities and counties 
to report on their landscape 
permitting programs in 2015 
to ensure new irrigated land-

Ridgelines funded near park after 40-year wait
By Marianne Napoles
Two ridgeline parcels lo-

cated in the City of Chino Hills 
immediately adjacent to the 
Chino Hills State Park were 
approved for funding by the 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
at its May meeting. 

Both properties have been 
coveted for their prominent 
ridgeline positions since the 
1970s, said Melanie Schlot-
terbeck, conservation con-
sultant for Hills For Everyone, 
the group that founded the 
State Park.

This second and fi nal phase 
of the Eastbridge acquisi-
tion completes an east-west 
connection that has been on 
the wish list for 40 years, she 
said.

Escrow on the 80-acre 
parcel in southern Aliso Can-
yon is expected to close this 
month, she said. 

It is not known yet when 
escrow will close on the 320-
acre First National Invest-
ment Properties, she added.

See RIDGES, Page A3

Memorial Day remembrance 
honors fallen heroes  

By Dawn Marks 
Community members 

came together Monday to 
remember the men and 
women who made the su-
preme sacrifi ce for their 
country. 

About 150 people at-
tended Chino’s annual 
Memorial Day observance 
held outside the Commu-
nity Building on B Street.

The event is a partner-
ship between the City of 
Chino and American Le-
gion Post 299.

The Chino Valley Young 
Marines raised and low-
ered the fl ag to half-mast.

Post 299 Commander 
Don Avila led the cer-
emony, which included a 
wreath laying to commem-
orate the dead, a 21-gun 
salute, and the playing of 
taps.

Mr. Avila honored former 
Champion Newspapers 
owner Allen McCombs, 
who served in the U.S. Na-
val Reserve on active duty 
from 1953 to 1956.

Mr. McCombs died at 91 
on March 12.

Mr. Avila said several 
veterans from the Chino 
post died last year and 
they were also in his 
thoughts.

Other speakers were 
Chino Mayor Eunice Ulloa, 
Police Chief Wes Sim-
mons and Congresswom-
an Norma Torres, who 
represents Chino.

Ms. Torres said she is 
seeking justice for 21-year-
old U.S. Army paratrooper 
Enrique Roman-Martinez 
of Chino, who was mur-
dered last Memorial Day 
weekend while on a camp-
ing trip with seven others 
on an isolated island in 
North Carolina. The case 
remains unsolved.

Chief Simmons read 
President Abraham Lin-
coln’s Gettysburg Ad-
dress. 

“The world will little note, 
nor long remember what 
we say here, but it can 
never forget what they 
did here,” President Lin-
coln stated in his Nov. 19, 
1863 speech on a military 
battlefi eld.

Mr. Avila said he heard a 
World War II veteran was 
in the crowd and asked 
Raul Garnica to identify 

TOP: A member of 
American Legion Aux-
iliary Post 299 places a 
wreath in front of the 
war memorial display-
ing the names of ser-
vicemen and service-
women from Chino 
who lost their lives in 
World War I, World 
War II, Korean War, 
Vietnam War, Desert 
Storm and Iraqi Free-
dom. 

LEFT: World War II 
veteran Raul S. Gar-
nica is greeted by Iraq 
War veteran Jorge 
Ortega on Memorial 
Day outside the Chino 
Community Building. 
Both men are residents 
of Chino. 

Champion photos by 
Dawn MarksSee HONORS, Page A2

Hills For Everyone photo

The Eastbrige acquisition as viewed from southern Lower Aliso Canyon in the Chino Hills State 
Park, protecting important ridgeline from potential development.

Kevin 
Cooper

See LAWSUIT, Page A2


