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Egg hunts, bunny photos, games this weekend

Coptic Church plans rejected, told to try again

The following events will 
be held this weekend to cel-
ebrate Easter:

●Children can have their 
photos taken with the 
Easter Bunny with the pur-
chase of a train ride, noon 
to 5 p.m. today (April 20) at 
The Shoppes at Chino Hills, 
southeast corner of Grand 
Avenue and Peyton Drive.

In addition, country musi-
cians TTT Brand will per-
form 5 to 8 p.m. today on 
The Shoppes stage.

●More than 20,000 eggs 
will be placed at The 27th 
annual Chino Hills Easter 
Egg-Citement to be held 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today 
(April 20) at Community 
Park, 3280 Eucalyptus Ave. 

The free event will include 
a craft fair with homemade 
and boutique items, egg 
hunts, photos with the Eas-
ter bunny, activities, musi-
cal entertainment, and re-
freshments. 

Egg hunts will be held as 
follows: infants to 2-year-
olds at 10:30 a.m.; 3- to 
4-year-olds at 11 a.m.; 5- to 
6-year-olds at 11:30 a.m.; 
7- to 8-year-olds at noon; 
and 9- to 12-year-olds at 
12:30 p.m.

The city will provide bags. 
Outside baskets and bags 
will not be allowed.

Information: chinohills.
org/Easter or 364-2700.

●An Easter family jam 
will be held free of charge, 

noon to 4 p.m. today (April 
20) at Chino Fairgrounds, 
5410 Edison Ave. 

Living Word of Chino Hills 
Church, located on Avery 
Street in Los Serranos, is 
hosting the event.

The jam will include a car 
show, boxing exhibition, 
and music by 2nd Chance, 
Beloved Onez, and M.C. 
Boulevard. 

A special appearance will 
be made by former Mixed 
Martial Arts fi ghter Rene 
“Level” Martinez “The War-
rior.”

Also included will be 
hot dogs, popcorn, snow 
cones, face painting, jump-
ers, game booths, prizes, 
carnival rides, haircuts and 

raffl  es.
An Easter family photo 

booth will be available.
Information: 597-2613.
●A free Easter party will 

be held for all families in 
the community, 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. today (April 20) at Liv-
ing Word Assembly, 11887 
Telephone Ave., Chino. 

The celebration will in-
clude an egg hunt for chil-
dren up to 12 years old, an 
Easter basket giveaway, 
food, bouncers, face paint-
ing, cotton candy and snow 
cones. Information: 465-
9500.

●Victory Baptist Church 
will hold a community-
wide Easter egg hunt at 
noon today (April 20) at 

14132 San Antonio Drive, 
Chino (at Edison Avenue). 
The event will include a 
brief Gospel message and 
thousands of eggs for the 
children. One egg will con-
tain $100.

Information: 597-0409 or 
visit vbcchino.com.

●An Easter egg hunt 
for the community will be 
held noon Sunday, April 21 
at Gateway Karis Church, 
5885 Schaefer Ave., Chino. 
Information: 628-6598 or 
visit gatewaychurchchino.
org.

(For Easter worship infor-
mation, see pages A7, A8, 
B5)

By Marianne Napoles
Members of the Holy 

Transfi guration Coptic Or-
thodox Church who plan to 
build a church on Peyton 
Drive, north of Morningfi eld 
Drive, were sent back to the 
drawing board after submit-
ting a plan that increased 
the size of the church com-
plex and reduced the land-
scape buff er.

The Chino Hills Planning 
Commission voted 4-1 to 
reject the changes, with the 
harshest criticism coming 
from Adam Eliason during 
his fi nal meeting.

He announced he is mov-
ing to Orange County.

Commissioner Sheran 
Voigt voted in favor of the 
project, telling church mem- See COPTIC, Page  A3

Champion photo by Dawn Marks
Rumari Zalez is thoughtful about his art project at Eagle Canyon Elemen-
tary. “Art is your imagination coming to life,” he said. The 11-year-old re-
ceived hugs and encouragement from his classmates when he shared what 
having autism means for him.  See AUTISM, Page A2

See BANNER, Page A3

Fitting into the puzzle: Chino Hills boy explains his autism
By Dawn Marks 

An enthusiastic Chino 
Hills student recently 
learned that he is unique, 
just like a puzzle piece. 
And he’s sharing what 
makes him special on a 
video that has garnered 
national attention.   

The realization that he 
has autism came “organi-
cally” to Rumari Zalez, 11, 
about a month and a half 
ago, his mother Olivia Das-
so said. 

The family had been 
watching a movie trailer 
with Dustin Hoff man play-
ing the role of a man who 
has autism in the 1989 
movie “Rainman” when 
Rumari suddenly an-
nounced, “That’s me!  I’ve 
got that. I know I do.” 

His mother played it off .  
“We’ve all got some-

thing,” she told him. 

“And then he let it go,” 
she added.  

A few weeks later, while 
he and his fourth-grade 
classmates at Eagle Can-
yon Elementary were mak-
ing  paper puzzle pieces 
for Autism Awareness 
month, Rumari got excited, 
according to his teacher 
Lisa Moe.        

When the student asked 
to speak with his class-
mates about autism, the 
teacher said she was a 
little hesitant, but she gave 
him the go-ahead. 

She soon realized that 
she was witnessing an ex-
traordinary moment and 
pulled out her phone to 
video it for his parents.  

The three-minute video 
starts with Rumari at the 
front of the classroom, 
the backside of one hand 

bers they had a lot of work 
ahead, she was sorry about 
the vote and that the project 
will end up being better.

The Coptics added a sec-
ond story to the multipur-
pose building for additional 
Sunday school classrooms 
and meeting rooms and in 
doing so, encroached into 
the rear setback.

Fr. David Abdelsayed of 
Chino Hills, parish pastor, 
said the church has a lot 
more children than antici-
pated. “We are attracting 
younger families who are 
having three or four chil-
dren, not two children,” he 
said. “Fifty percent of the 
parishioners are under 13 
so we’re trying to get ahead 

Teen arrested for attempted murder in parking lot incident
By Josh Thompson
Chino police arrested a 

teenage boy on suspicion 
of intentionally driving his 
car April 10 into another 
car, seriously injuring a 
man who was trapped be-
tween the two vehicles.

The unidentifi ed teen was 
booked into San Bernardi-
no County Juvenile Hall 
on a charge of attempted 
murder, said Chino Po-
lice spokeswoman Tamrin 
Olden. 

The teen was not identi-
fi ed because of his age.

Police went to the park-
ing lot area between Tar-
get and Titan Burger res-
taurant at 6:59 p.m. on a 
report of a traffi  c collision, 
Mrs. Olden said.

She said an investiga-
tion revealed a 17-year-old 
male intentionally drove 

his gray Nissan 350Z into 
a 29-year-old man stand-
ing next to a yellow Nissan 
Altima.

“The Nissan Altima was 
occupied by a 35-year-old 
male who sustained minor 
injuries,” Mrs. Olden said.

The 29-year-old victim, 

who was not identifi ed, was 
fl own to a hospital with se-
rious injuries, the spokes-
woman added.

A motive for the collision 
has not been determined.

Anyone with information 
can call Chino Police De-
partment at 628-1234.

The revised rendering of Holy Transfi guration Church proposed on Peyton 
Drive, north of Morningfi eld, shows a smaller landscaped area than on the 
original plan, shown along the building wall to the right of the blue car.
The parking lot faces Peyton Drive. 

Banner in Chinese stirs Chino Hills debate
By Marianne Napoles
A “coming soon” banner 

with Chinese characters on 
an empty storefront in the 
Chino Hills Marketplace is 
illegal, but not because it 
doesn’t comply with the city’s 
sign ordinance on the use of 
language.

It’s illegal because it 
doesn’t have a permit, ac-
cording to city offi  cials.

After a Chino Hills resident 
posted a photo of the ban-
ner on social media asking if 
anybody knew what kind of 
restaurant was coming, the 
conversation evolved into 
whether or not the city has 
an ordinance banning non-
English signs.

According to community 
development director Joann 
Lombardo, a temporary ban-
ner does not have to comply 
with the sign ordinance on 
language.

The language portion of 
the ordinance requires that 
an exterior business sign that 
does not contain words in the 

Champion photo by Marianne Napoles

This banner in Chinese has stirred debate in Chino Hills as to what type 
of restaurant is coming soon. It is located on a storefront in the Chino Hills 
Marketplace on the northeast corner of Chino Hills Parkway and Pipeline 
Avenue. 

Modern Latin alphabet must 
include a translation.

Ms. Lombardo said the 
banner could become legal if 
the owner applies for a per-
mit.

“If the business owner 
comes in for a permit, city 
staff  would check the transla-
tion of the non-Modern Latin 
alphabet wording to ensure 
it is not obscene, and if the 
banner meets all other sign 
code requirements, a permit 
would be issued,” she said.

Concerned residents
The Modern Latin alphabet 

is the most commonly used 
alphabet around the world, 
while languages in Asia and 
Middle East use a number of 
diff erent alphabets, accord-
ing to a staff  report issued by 
the City of Chino Hills in 2015, 
when community members 
became concerned about the 
proliferation of store signs in 
Chinese.

Residents asked the coun-
cil to enact an ordinance that 
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