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City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.
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Speedway lights up Cottage
Grove with Winter Wonderland

The Cottage Grove Speedway has 
shifted gears from racing to holi-
day magic, hosting its third annual 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
attraction.

FAMILY AFFAIR
The Boyce family and Cottage 

Grove Speedway share a multigen-
erational bond. Current track owner 
Heather Boyce grew up in the 
grandstands, watching relatives and 
friends race while her father, Rick 
Boyce, and the family owned build-
ing supply business, Boyce & Sons, 
sponsored drivers.

“My grandfather, Bill Boyce, was 
part of the Jaycees and helped build 
the track,” Boyce said. “My dad 
sponsored a lot of different drivers 
over the years, and my brother—as 
well as many friends—raced out 
here.”

The 43-year-old began working 
at the track in 2001, managing the 
kids’ kart program and handling 
office duties for promoters through 
2012. She became track manager in 
2013, then leased and operated the 
business herself from 2016 to 2019.

In 2020, she signed a purchase 
contract—just before the pandemic 
began. For the next two years she 
drew strength from three circles of 
support: her own family, her racing 
family, and the broader community. 
With her “failure is not an option” 
determination, the racetrack sur-
vived economically—but, sadly, the 
Village Green Resort did not.

The idea for Winter Wonderland 
followed the 2021 closure of the 

storied resort, whose acres of 
gardens for many years were trans-
formed into a spectacular holiday 
light display. Its absence left a holi-
day void in the community.

“We needed a way to bring in 
some revenue in the tracks off 
months, and it was a perfect fit,” 
Boyce said.

Mother Nature has tested the 
event since its debut. An ice storm 
in 2023 destroyed decorations 
and lights, while a windstorm last 
Christmas forced an early closure. 
This year, organizers hope for 

calmer skies. The attraction is built 
by a small crew with help from 
local kids, stringing “hundreds and 
hundreds of thousands” of lights 
across the grounds.

S’MORES AND SANTA
The experience begins at the 

gingerbread house admission booth. 
Guests are greeted by inflatable 
animatronics featuring a Minion, 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse and Star 
Wars’ Yoda. The sound of familiar 
Christmas music mingles with the 
hum of generators powering the 
displays, while the sweet smell of 

wood burning in nearby firepits 
completes the sensory mix.

Children can visit Santa Claus 
and share their wishes. Food is a 
highlight, with homemade meals, 
desserts, holiday specialty drinks, a 
hot chocolate bar offering more than 
20 toppings, and S’mores kits avail-
able for purchase.

Families and businesses can also 
book private parties, complete with 
reserved tents, catering, and optional 
gift packages.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The familiar greeting on the Cottage Grove Speedway grandstand now sports a holiday 
decorated sprint car. The third annual Walking in a Winter Wonderland attraction offers a 
wide variety of activities to delight young and old seeking to make new holiday memories 
together.

Council adopts fee hikes
to shrink $1.65M budget gap

Facing a 16 percent budget gap-
$1.63 million-between revenue 
and inflation-driven expenses over 
the next three years in the General 
Fund, the Cottage City Council 
ended its 2025 meeting calendar 
with a lengthy discussion before 
adopting the 2026 Comprehensive 
Fee Schedule.

The new schedule raises rates 
at Middlefield Golf Course 
and increases user fees at the 
Community Center, the Armory and 
local parks as part of a broader push 
to cut spending and boost revenue. 
Councilors also reduced or elimi-
nated some staff recommended fees 
for local nonprofit organizations 
and city residents who pay property 
taxes.
MIDDLEFIELD GOLF COURSE

Public Works Director Faye 
Stewart reported that a compara-
tive study showed Cottage Grove’s 
municipal course fees were much 
lower than regional averages. The 
approved 10 percent increase still 
leaves Middlefield below competi-
tors and is not expected to reduce 
usage. New winter weekend rates 
are $13 for nine holes and $20 for 

18 holes; weekday rates are $20. 
The monthly rental fee for personal 
cart storage rose from $100 to 
$300 to cover electricity costs and 
maintenance.

City Manager Mike Sauerwein 
told the council, “It is a balancing 
act and the door swings both ways 
with a reduction in cost and an 
increase in revenue. We need a way 
to recoup expenses from those who 
do not pay city property taxes.”

Mayor Candace Solesbee echoed 
his remarks, noting that higher non 
resident fees remain below those 

charged in Eugene and Springfield. 
“I live near the Armory, and I see 
how busy the facility is and I know 
many of the renters are not from 
Cottage Grove. I would like to see it 
be more available to local residents. 
The higher fees will help us recoup 
more of our costs.”
THREE TIER FEE STRUCTURE

User fees for the Community 
Center, the Armory and city parks 
now follow three tiers:

Group A: Nonprofits recognized 
by the state, civic and support 
groups, clubs, youth and senior 

organizations, local governments, 
and city sponsored events.

Group B: City residents holding 
special events such as weddings, 
birthday parties or religious gather-
ings (proof of residency required).

Group C: Commercial and non 
resident users.

Staff based the increases on 
comparable fees in other cities and 
current market standards, citing the 
city’s commitment to sustainable 
operations and partial cost recovery.

Some councilors and community 
groups worried that higher rental 
fees could price out local nonprof-
its. For events not co sponsored by 
the city, organizations may request 
partial or full fee waivers if facing 
financial hardship.

KEY CHANGES
Janitorial Fee: A new Armory 

fee to offset six hours of staff time 
required to prepare the facility for 
subsequent reservations.

Equipment Fees: Revised and 
expanded charges to maintain and 
replace tables, chairs, linens and the 
city’s audio system.

Application Fees: Non negotiable 
special event and park application 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
User fees increased for the Community Center, the Armory, 
and city parks in the Cottage Grove City Council’s newly 
adopted 2026 Comprehensive Fee Schedule.

School 
district 
outlines $1 
million in 
cuts

Confronting a mid year budget 
shortfall, South Lane School District 
leaders have outlined nearly $1 
million in cuts to stabilize finances 
and avoid ending the school year in 
deficit.

Superintendent Todd Miller said 
the district is facing reduced car-
ryover funds, declining enrollment 
and rising special education costs 
that have pushed spending beyond 
revenue. Projections now show the 
district’s ending fund balance in 
negative territory unless immediate 
reductions are made.

“We are taking necessary, immedi-
ate steps to stabilize our financial 
position and ensure long term sus-
tainability,” Miller wrote in a Dec. 
15 message to staff. “Every action 
we take is guided by our commit-
ment to maintaining instructional 
consistency and stability for our stu-
dents and core programs.”

KEY REDUCTIONS
The proposed cuts total about 

$995,000 from the general fund and 
include:

• Eliminating 2.5 staff and school 
days (Jan. 5, April 10 half day, and 
June 11).

• Reductions in facilities, technol-
ogy, transportation, textbook and 
supply budgets.

• Cutting one educational assistant 
position and reviewing student place-
ments outside the district.

• Reducing professional develop-
ment and superintendent budgets.

• Eliminating the school resource 
officer position.

• Consolidating the HR director 
position.

Additional reductions of $265,000 
are planned in state funded Student 
Investment Account and High School 
Success grants, including elimination 
of summer school and two classified 
positions.

IMMEDIATE STEPS
District leaders said they are 

working across departments to find 
savings in supplies and non essential 
budgets, implementing a hiring chill, 
and pursuing new revenue streams 
such as Medicaid billing. The first 
change — cutting the Jan. 5 staff 
workday — requires approval by the 
teachers’ association and the school 
board at a special meeting Thursday 
at 3 p.m. Other calendar changes 
will be finalized in January to give 
staff time to plan.

LONG-TERM PLANNING
Miller said the district must spend 

within expected revenue in the 
spring budget cycle to create a sus-
tainable plan for 2026 27. A review 
of special education programs is 
underway to identify ways to main-
tain services while reducing costs.

Staff days, summer 
school among
reductions aimed 
at closing deficit
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Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
June 2-7, 2026

See MLB games in Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and both a day 
and night game at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago.

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326
Bob’s Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

August 1-10, 2026
See games in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and 
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing 

in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

Travel by deluxe motor coach • Each night in a quality hotel • Good game tickets!
Travelers are responsible 

for getting to starting
point of each tour

$1,700/person based on 
double hotel occupancy

Tour begins/ends at hotel near 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport

$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

Tour begins at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport
and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport

LCSD conducting increased DUII Patrols
Lane County Sheriff’s 

Office (LCSO) deputies are 
conducting targeted DUI 
enforcement on state grant-
funded overtime, including 
overtime patrols through 
Jan. 1. 

“Please don’t be their 
next traffic stop,” LCSO 
Sgt. Tim Wallace said. “The 
LCSO does not have a dedi-
cated traffic team or deputy 
assigned to DUI enforce-
ment due to lack of funding. 
However, our deputies are 
committed to the safety of 
our community, and that 
includes our roadways.” 

Penalties for DUII in 
Oregon

The average cost for a 
first-time DUII in Oregon is 
$4,500, however, it can be as 
much as $10,000 and even 
more if someone is injured 
or killed.

In the state of Oregon, 
driving under the influence of 
intoxicants (DUII) is either 
a Class A misdemeanor or a 
Class C Felony. Misdemeanor 
DUII is punishable by a max-
imum sentence of one year 
in jail and a fine of $6,250. 
Felony DUII is punishable by 
a maximum sentence of five 
years in prison and a fine of 
$125,000.

In Oregon, DUII is a 
misdemeanor crime unless 
you have three or more prior 
DUII convictions in the past 
10 years. If convicted of mis-
demeanor DUII, your Oregon 
driving privileges will be 
suspended for one year, three 
years, or revoked for life, 
depending on your driving 
record. If convicted of felony 
DUII, your driving privileges 
will be revoked for life.

In addition to the charge of 
DUII, additional charges may 
be filed against the violat-
ing driver including reckless 

driving, recklessly endanger-
ing another person, criminal 
mischief, and other charges. 
Violations such as careless 
driving, violation of the basic 
rule, failure to obey a traf-
fic control device, failure to 
drive within lane, and other 

violations are punishable by 
a fine only and very rarely a 
license suspension.

If someone is injured or 
killed by an impaired driver, 
that driver may also face 
manslaughter and assault 
charges.

DUII convictions also 
impact insurance rates and 
can affect your ability to even 
obtain insurance. If convicted 
of a felony, that conviction 
stays on your record for life 
and can affect your ability to 
find employment.

THE LCSO recommends 
that drivers:

• Plan your safe ride home 
ahead of time.

• If you drink or use drugs, 
do not drive for any reason.

• If you know someone has 
been drinking or using drugs, 
don’t let them drive.

• If you host a party with 
alcohol, make sure all guests 
leave with a sober driver.

• Always wear your 
seatbelt.

  On Monday, Dec. 8, just 
before midnight, a deputy 
observed a vehicle driv-
ing poorly in the area of 
Highway 126 and Territorial 
Road, Veneta. The deputy 
initiated a traffic stop and 

contacted the driver, 47-year-
old Cesar Figuero Mendoza, 
of Eugene. The deputy 
observed signs Mendoza was 
impaired. After additional 
investigation, Mendoza was 
arrested for DUI. 

 On Dec. 14 at 8 p.m., 
deputies responded to a resi-
dence on Pheasant Boulevard, 
Springfield, after a resident 
observed a vehicle run into 
his parked car. The driver, 
58-year-old Steven Anthony 
Cvitanovich, of Springfield, 
was less than polite with the 
victim and refused to provide 
him with any information. 
Cvitanovich went to a nearby 
residence instead. Deputies 
contacted Cvitanovich. 

After additional investi-
gation, he was arrested for 
DUII and Failure to Perform 
Duties of a Driver – Property 
Damage. 

Courtesy photo
The average cost for a first-time DUII in Oregon is 
$4,500, however, it can be as much as $10,000 and 
even more if someone is injured or killed.

The police blotter 
relates to the public record 
of incidents as reported by 
law enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

Cottage Grove Police 

MONDAY, DEC. 8
00:00: Trespass, 600 

block Benjamin Ave.
01:26: Welfare check, E. 

Main/Gateway
03:50: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 800 block Row River 
Rd.

04:19: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 100 block S. 10th St.

07:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1800 block E. Main 
St.

07:13: Suspicious 
subject, 1200 block E. 
Washington Ave.

08:22: Juvenile trouble, 
1300 block S. River Rd.

08:30: Barking dog, 600 
block Wood Ave.

08:32: Illegal camping, 
200 block N. 12th St.

09:27: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Hillside/Taylor

10:08: Disorderly 
subject, 1200 block E. 
Washington Ave.

11:46: Fraud, 700 block 
Harding Pl.

13:44: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

14:40: Illegal dumping, 
3300 block Row River Rd.

14:59: Dog at large, 
1100 block E. Main St.

15:33: Alarm, 1400 
block Cottonwood Pl.

16:58: Juvenile trouble, 
900 block Arthur Ave.

18:18: Harassment, 200 
block N. 12th St.

19:05: Disturbance, 300 
block S. 5th St.

TUESDAY, DEC. 9
07:02: Alarm, 1000 

block S. 1st St.
08:22: Illegal parking, 

300 block North K St.
08:25: Alarm, 200 block 

Buttercup Lp.
10:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
11:39: Fire, I5 SB 179
15:49: Motor vehicle 

crash, 100 block N. 9th St.
16:37: Agency assist, 

1200 block E. Main St.
17:14: Unlawful entry 

into motor vehicle, 1600 
block Curry Ave.

18:16: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

20:43: Welfare check, 
800 block Gateway Blvd.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 10
01:20: Alarm, 900 block 

South Ct.
03:21: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
03:26: Suspicious sub-

ject, 1500 block Gateway 
Blvd.

04:03: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 100 block S. 10th St.

06:35: Agency assist, 
1500 block Hwy 99

09:53: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

11:26: Fraud, 2100 
block Clark Ave.

11:41: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Harvey/16th

12:17: Welfare check, 
300 block N. 9th St.

12:20: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1600 block Bryant 
Ave.

13:53: Disturbance, M/
Birch

14:10: Criminal mis-
chief, 300 block Quincy 
Ave.

15:19: Overdose, E. 
Cloverdale/Sears

15:45: Theft, 1400 block 
Hwy 99

16:23: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1700 block E. Main 
St.

17:51: Motor vehicle 
crash, 81000 block Hwy 
99

THURSDAY, DEC. 11
01:35: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
02:11: Disturbance, 

1700 block Hwy 99
08:38: Theft, 1500 block 

Carobelle Ct.
09:19: Motor vehicle 

theft, 1500 block Hwy 99
09:21: Found dog, 700 

block South R St.

13:12: Welfare check, 
300 block S. 5th St.

16:13: Trespass, 900 
block E. Main St.

17:43: Disturbance, 
1900 block S. 6th St.

19:27: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

19:18: Harassment, 200 
block W. 8th St.

20:07: Stolen motor 
vehicle recovery, 7th/
Fillmore

23:52: Trespass, 700 
block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, DEC. 12 
02:36: Trespass, 700 

block E. Main St.
07:53: Suspicious condi-

tion, Dogwood/O
09:09: Disorderly sub-

ject, 200 block N. 12th St.
10:05: Warrant service, 

300 block A St.
13:31: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block S. 16th St.

13:32: Agency assist, 
700 block Johnson Ave.

13:40: Trespass, 1200 
block Hwy 99

14:50: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 6th/Harding

15:18: Suspicious sub-
ject, 900 block Wilson 
Ave.

16:35: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1500 block S. 5th St.

17:27: Alarm, 500 block 
Whiteaker Ave.

18:51: Menace, 16th/
Main

22:57: Trespass, 700 
block E. Main St.

SATURDAY, DEC. 13
10:22: Criminal mis-

chief, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

13:40: Criminal mis-
chief, 100 block Tyler 
Ave.

13:58: Criminal mis-
chief, 1100 block E. 
Madison Ave

14:24: Found drugs, 900 
block Row River Rd.

22:43: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block S. 21st St.

23:51: Theft, 400 block 
E. Main St.

SUNDAY, DEC. 14
00:15: Disturbance, 200 

block N. 12th St.
03:08: Disturbance, 900 

block S Ct.
07:19: Hit and run, 1000 

block South R St.
09:51: Found dog, 500 

block N. River Rd.
12:45: Welfare check, 

Main/14th
13:17: Agency assist, I5 

SB 193
18:00: Disorderly sub-

ject, 900 block Chestnut 
Ave.

21:58: Warrant service, 
Whiteaker/22nd

22:49: Welfare check, 
900 block E. Main St.
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offer good through 1/5/26
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Just mention this ad

20% OFF
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www.cgsentinel.com/subscribe
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Shop with a Cop brightens the holiday
Cottage Grove Police 

Department officers, Chief 
Cory Chase, and staff 
became Santas on Saturday, 
Dec. 13, during the CGPD’s 
annual Shop with a Cop 
event.

Shop with a Cop is a 
national event where chil-
dren are paired with a local 
law enforcement officer. 
Each child receives a bud-
get to shop for clothing and 
toys.

The children are escorted 
through the store by the 
law enforcement partners 
who patiently help the child 
select the gifts and also 
help keep track of how 
much each child has left to 
spend.

The Sentinel reached out 
to Chief Chase for insight 
into this holiday project. 

The Sentinel: How many 
children do you expect to 
participate in the event and 
is that more or less from 
last year.

Chief Cory Chase: We 
had 13 participants this 
year. That is roughly the 
same as last year.

The Sentinel: How is this 
event funded and how much 
does each child receive to 
spend?

Chase: The event is 
funded through a gener-
ous donation made by the 
Cottage Grove Walmart. 
We usually set a per per-
son spending limit so each 
child can shop for all the 
members of the family who 
reside in the home. Because 
of this the amount can be 
different per family.

The Sentinel: What do 
you take away from this 
event?

Chase: This is an excel-
lent community event that 

is made possible because 
of our relationship with 
Walmart and generous sup-
port. They provide funding, 
snacks, and staff to assist us 
with the shopping.

All employees of the 
Cottage Grove Police 
Department support the 
event. We have police 
officers shopping with the 
children, dispatchers, and 
support staff wrapping gifts 
and helping with setup as 
well as family members 
of staff who participate 
in wrapping gifts, setting 
up and cleaning up. It is 
a great family event and 
something we all look for-
ward to each year.

Courtesy photo from the CGPD
Chief Cory Chase, in 
the middle, checks out 
the Walmart wrapping 
station during the Shop 
with a Cop event.

Dec. 24
Oregon Aviation Museum 

Open. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 2475 Jim 
Wright Way.

Coast Fork Kiwanis Club. 
Noon. Sol Azteca Mexican 
Restaurant. 3015 Row River Rd.

Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing. 106 S. 6th St.

Axe and Fiddle Board Game 
Night. 6:30-10 p.m. 657 E. Main 
St. Hosted by Ayla. Offers a 
wide variety of games for all 
skill levels hosted by Ayla.

DEC. 25 
Merry Christmas!
Cottage Grove Speedway 

Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
Open from 5-9 p.m. 2150 N. 
Douglas St.

DEC. 26 
(Note some recurring weekly 

events may not happen today).
Oregon Aviation Museum. 10 

a.m. - 4 p.m. 2475 Jim Wright 
Way.

Cottage Grove Public Library 
Storytime. 11:30 a.m. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave. (all ages welcome).

Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

Free Winter Break Kid 
Movies at the Cottage Grove 
Library. 3 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. Presented by Cottage Grove 
Public Library & South Valley 
Athletics. The Bad Guys 2: 
(PG, 104 minutes) follows the 
reformed animal heist crew as 
they’re framed for new high pro-
file thefts and must regroup for 
one last daring mission to clear 
their names.

American Legion Post 32 
Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 W. Main St.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Elks Lodge Fourth Friday 
Fish Fry. 5-6:30 p.m. 775 N. 
River Rd. A la carte menu fea-
tures tilapia or cod, fries, cole-
slaw. Prices vary.

Last Friday Art Walk. 6-8 
p.m. Downtown Historic District 
features artists and musicians 
hosted by businesses.

Coast Fork Brewing. 6-9 p.m. 
106 S. 6th St. The Huckleberrys 
(Americana).

Friday Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 
Saginaw Vineyard. 80247 
Delight Valley School Rd. 
541.942.1364. Call for performer 
info.

Weekly Pool Tournament. 7 
p.m. Bohemian Tavern. 48 N. 
9th St. Entry Fee: $5 and BCA 
Rules.

Axe and Fiddle. 7-9 p.m. 657 
E. Main St. Dakota Harris and 
Friends. A trio of three Lane 
County musicians playing classic 
rock, 50s and 60s rock and roll, 
country, pop, and blues songs.

DEC. 27 
Share Fair USA 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St. (covered parking 
area next to Urban Kitchen) 
Reserve a space and share from 
your abundance with neighbors 
who are in need. Load up your 

unwanted items to give away for 
free (no bartering). Details about 
the weekly event is on Share 
Fair USA Facebook page or send 
email to eventsbyananda@gmail.
com

Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

Cottage Grove Museum Open. 
1-4 p.m. Corner Birch Avenue 
and H Street.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Coast Fork Brewing. 6-9 p.m. 
106 S. 6th St. Donnie Raye and 
Blues Foundation (Blues, rock, 
jazz).

DEC. 28 
Cottage Grove Museum Open. 

1-4 p.m. Corner Birch Avenue 
and H Street.

Coast Fork Brewing. 1-3 p.m. 
106 S. 6th St. The Regulars 
(Americana).

VFW Post 3473 Bingo. 2-4 
p.m. 3160 Hillside Dr.

South Valley Athletics Bingo 
Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th St. 
Cards $1/ea. 10 rounds.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Axe and Fiddle. 6-8 p.m. 657 
E. Main St. Eugene-based singer/
songwriter Tyler Weiss (Jazzy 
bluesy twist to folk music).

DEC. 29 
CG Senior Center Bingo. 

12:30 p.m. Community Center, 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. (Senior center 
members only).

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

DEC. 30 
Ukulele Club (free for adults 

of all skill levels) 9 a.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Library 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 2475 Jim 
Wright Way.

Free Winter Break Kid 
Movies at the Library. 3 p.m. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. Presented by 
Cottage Grove Public Library 
& South Valley Athletics. The 
Smurfs (2011, PG, 103 minutes) 
follows the tiny blue creatures 
as they’re chased from their 
magical village into New York 
City, where they must find a 
way home while evading the evil 
wizard Gargamel.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Trinity Lutheran Church Free 
Community Dinner. 5:15-6:15 
p.m. Seventh & Quincy Avenue. 
(Take-Out Only).

Trivia, Chess and Games with 
Gerald. 6-8 p.m. (Up to 7 trivia 
players on a team) Coast Fork 
Brewing. 106 S. 6th St.

Dementia Support Group. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Magnolia 
Gardens Senior Living. 1425 
Daugherty Ave. Provides assis-
tance to navigate through the 
dementia process with your 
loved one and connect you with 
other caregivers and spouses 
supporting their loved ones.

DEC. 31 
Cottage Grove Speedway 

Walking in a Winter Wonderland. 
5-9 p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing. 106 S. 6th St.

Axe and Fiddle New Years 
Eve Blast. 9 p.m. – 1 a.m. 657 
E. Main St. DJ Treejay plays 
high energy immersive dancing 
music. (no cover)

JAN. 1
Happy New Year!
JAN. 2 
Free Winter Break Movie at 

Cottage Grove Public Library. 
3 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
Presented by Cottage Grove 
Public Library & South Valley 
Athletics Movie: Elio (2025, 
PG, 98–99 minutes) tells the 
story of an eleven year old boy 
mistakenly identified as Earth’s 
ambassador after being beamed 
into an intergalactic council, 
forcing him to navigate alien 
diplomacy while discovering his 
own identity.

Elks Lodge Friday Dinner. 
5-6:30 p.m. 775 N. River Rd. 
Menu: Chicken Fried Steak, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, 
salad and vanilla ice cream Cost: 
$10.

Friday Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 
Saginaw Vineyard. 80247 
Delight Valley School Rd. 
541.942.1364 Call for performer 
info.

JAN. 3 
Share Fair USA 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St. (covered parking 
area next to Urban Kitchen) 
Reserve a space and share from 
your abundance with neighbors 
who are in need. Load up your 
unwanted items to give away for 
free (no bartering). Details about 
the weekly event is on Share 
Fair USA Facebook page or send 
email to eventsbyananda@gmail.
com

Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

Cottage Grove Museum Open. 
1-4 p.m. Corner Birch Avenue 
and H Street.

JAN.4 
Cottage Grove Museum Open. 

1-4 p.m. Corner Birch Avenue 
and H Street

JAN. 5
CG Senior Center Bingo. 

12:30 p.m. Community Center, 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. (Senior center 
members only).

JAN. 6 
Trivia, Chess and Games with 

Gerald. 6-8 p.m. (Up to 7 trivia 
players on a team) Coast Fork 
Brewing. 106 S. 6th St.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Pigeons flying high over Main Street in Cottage Grove.
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Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Rolly Eugene (Gene) Kishen 
of Cottage Grove died on 
November 1, 2025.

Eugene was born in Los 
Angeles, CA on October 
23, 1941, to Pat and Audrey 
(Anderson) Kishen. Eugene 
was preceded in death by his 
wife, Karrie Kishen, who he 
was married to for 52 years.

He was a bi-vocational 
pastor at Calvary Baptist 
Church from 1978-1994 while also running 
his construction company, Progressive 
Exteriors.

He is survived by his daughter, Kristel 

(Marvin) Eddings of Cottage 
Grove, (grandchildren: 
Katelyn, Argus, Jacie, Zig 
and 1 great grandchild); son, 
Raymond E. Kishen of Sun 
Valley, AZ; son, Kyle (April) 
Kishen of Cottage Grove, 
(grandchildren: Ty, Cole, 
Allyson); twin sister, Molly 
Erlene Summers of Fresno, 
CA;

In memory of Eugene, you 
may donate to his home 

church, Hope in the Grove, 301 South 6th 
St. Cottage Grove, OR 97424. Arrangements 
are in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel

Rolly Eugene (Gene) Kishen
October 23, 1941 - November 1, 2025

Gary Allen Garman, age 92, 
of Creswell, passed away at 
home on November 28, 2025. 
Gary was born on September 
12, 1933, in the Cottage 
Grove Oregon birth home 
to John and Cynthia (Peggy) 
Garman.

He spent his childhood 
and adult life in the London 
Valley area, graduating from 
Cottage Grove High School 
in 1952.

He served in the Army 
National Guard, receiving an honorable 
discharge in 1960.

He drove trucks all his life, chip, lumber, 
and log truck. He retired from Weyerhaeuser 
in 1996 and in his retirement, he enjoyed 

carpentry, wood working 
and driving his 1948 Chevy, 
even though he was a die-
hard Ford man.

He is survived by his wife of 
46 years, Susan, his children, 
Joanie (Mike) Penni, Nick 
(Konnie), with his former 
wife, Donna, 5 grandchildren 
and 11 great grandchildren. 
He is preceded in death by his 
parents, a sister Belva, and his 
son Marty (Patty).

“Grandpa Prune” was a 
much loved and will be greatly missed.

Following cremation, a small family 
memorial was held on December 7, 2025. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Gary Allen Garman
September 12, 1933 - November 28, 2025

Dr. Kenneth Alan Hawk, 
80 of Cottage Grove, 
Oregon passed away 
suddenly on December 1, 
2025. He was born May 14, 
1945 to parents Norman 
and Phyllis (Porter) Hawk 
in Klamath Falls, Oregon. 

After graduating from 
high school Kenneth 
attended the University of 
Oregon and then received 
his Doctor of Dentistry 
at Oregon Health Science 
University. 

He joined the United States Airforce 
and served as a captain. While in Japan 
he worked as a dentist from 1972-1975. 

Kenneth worked in private practice 
of general dentistry in Eugene, Oregon 
from 1975 until his retirement in 2017. 

He married Jennifer Mulllins in Cottage 
Grove, Oregon on November 22, 2019. 

Kenneth was a huge Oregon Duck fan 
of football, basketball, and women’s 

softball. He enjoyed all 
college football and MLB 
baseball. He was also an 
avid golfer and enjoyed 
watching men’s and 
women’s golf tournaments. 
Ken enjoyed landscaping 
as well, very passionate 
about his rhododendrons 
and roses. He loved all 
aspects of plants, the 
care and maintenance, 
and aesthetic beauty. His 
favorite color was green 
and he would say, “It’s the 
color of life.”

He is survived by his wife Jennifer, 
daughters Raegan (Dj) Mann, Quincy 
(Trey) Waidelich, Teryl Hawk, brothers 
Bill (Kimra) Hawk, Ron Hawk, and 5 
grandchildren. He is preceded in death 
by his parents. 

Services will be held at a later date. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-
Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and Return 
Home. 

Dr. Kenneth Alan Hawk
May 14, 1945 - December 1, 2025

Jon Dean Price, 61 of Creswell, Oregon 
passed on December 6, 2025. Arrangements 
are in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium.

Lisa JoAnne Steig, 64 of Cottage Grove, 
Oregon passed away December 11, 2025. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Petition against Oregon 
transportation law pauses 
gas tax and fee hikes

MIA LALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

With a transportation 
funding referendum likely 
headed to Oregon voters in 
November 2026 and a short 
legislative session approach-
ing, it’s unclear if and how 
Republicans and Democrats 
can compromise on a sus-
tainable plan to fund road 
maintenance and operations. 

House Bill 3991, which 
Gov. Tina Kotek signed 
into law on Nov. 7 after a 
special legislative session, 
was expected to raise $4.8 
billion for the transportation 
department over the next 
decade. But the agency’s 
new revenue streams under 
the law — scheduled to take 
effect at the beginning of 
2026 — were paused when 
opponents submitted almost 

200,000 signatures to the 
Oregon Secretary of State 
with the goal to give voters 
the chance to overturn the 
law.

Without access 
to new revenue, the 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation once again 
faces a significant funding 
gap that could result in lay-
offs and reduced services — 
even as transportation crews 
respond to rain-caused land-
slides alongside Highway 
229 near the Oregon Coast 
and as mountain passes 
across the state remain 
closed or congested because 
of downed trees and power 
lines. 

“Oregonians have exer-
cised their ability to chal-
lenge actions taken by the 
legislature, and the governor 

respects the outcome of that 
process,” Kotek press sec-
retary Roxy Mayer told the 
Capital Chronicle. 

Republicans must work 
with Democrats now to find 
a different solution, Mayer 
said. 

“The governor’s guid-
ing principle is to avoid, as 
much as possible, immedi-
ate service cuts that will 
impact Oregonians,” Mayer 
said. 

What fees and taxes are 
on pause? 

Increases to vehicle reg-
istration and title fees, a 
6-cent gas tax hike and a 
temporary doubling of the 
payroll tax used for public 
transit from 0.1% to 0.2% 
of a worker’s paycheck 
were set to take effect at the 
start of the year. Petitioners 
with No Tax Oregon paused 
those scheduled tax and fee 
hikes by turning in their sig-
natures last week.

The fee and tax hikes 
will remain paused unless 
the state’s elections division 

finds there were not enough 
valid signatures. The office 
has until Jan. 29 to verify 
the signatures. Otherwise, 
the hikes will remain paused 
pending a statewide vote in 
November 2026. 

The pause in the payroll 
transit tax hike means the 
average Oregonian making 
$68,000 will remain pay-
ing $5.60 a month in the 
tax instead of $11.20 per 
month. 

For now, Oregonians will 
continue paying a 40-cent 
gas tax per gallon instead of 
46 cents. 

Oregonians with a pas-
senger vehicle will remain 
paying $77 in title fees 
instead of $216.

Registration base fees 
for a two year period for 
Oregonians driving a stan-
dard passenger car will 
remain at $86 instead of 
$170, $88 instead of $172 
for motorcyclists and $126 
instead of $210 for light 
and utility trailer drivers. 
Drivers will continue to pay 
a surcharge based on fuel 
efficiency, which means 
the total registration fee for 
most passenger cars is $126 
or $136 every two years.

Collectively, the new fees 
and taxes were expected to 
raise $791 million in the 
2025-27 budget cycle, fol-
lowed by $1.1 billion for 
2027-29 and $1.2 billion for 
2029-31. 

No transportation service 
cuts yet

Transportation 
Department spokesperson 
Katherine Benenati said no 
service cuts or layoffs have 
been determined within the 
agency, and any layoffs 
would not take place until 
after the legislative session 
ends in March. Kotek has 
continued hiring winter 
seasonal staff using exist-
ing funding, savings from 
vacancies and recent volun-
tary departures to maintain 
these services in the short 
term, she said. 

Rep. Ed Diehl, R-Scio 
and one of the lead petition-
ers of the No Tax Oregon 
effort, said higher taxes 
aren’t the only way to fill 
the budget gap, arguing 
that Democrats need to 
reprioritize how they fund 
transportation. 

“We’re paying for electric 
vehicle car chargers. We 
have a social equity office. 
We have climate justice 
initiatives. We have hun-
dreds of millions of dollars 
in reserves on projects that 
will never transpire as cur-
rently designed,” he told 
the Capital Chronicle. “It’s 
a waste, but the Legislature 
is prioritizing those things 
over what the Oregon peo-
ple want.”

Diehl and his Republican 
colleagues have pushed to 
rearrange transportation 
funding. However, most 
of the state transportation 
departments funding is 
legally designated for spe-
cific purposes, so reallocat-
ing funds would require a 
statutory or constitutional 
amendment to avoid legal 
challenges, according 
to department Finance 
and Budget Division 
Administrator Daniel Porter. 

At least three Republicans 
on Wednesday — Reps. 
Mark Owens of Crane 
and Vikki Breese-Iverson 
of Prineville and Sen. 
Mike McLane of Powell 
Butte — urged the trans-
portation department to 
seek emergency funding 
from the Legislature’s 
Joint Emergency Board 
in response to the historic 
flooding across the state this 
week. The 20-member board 
has the authority to allo-
cate funding when the full 
Legislature isn’t in session. 

Rep. Susan McLain, 
D-Forest Grove, called 
the Republicans’ request 
impractical. 

“Are they going to ask for 
emergency funds for the rest 
of 2026 as well when they 
strip funding as part of their 
ballot measure to defund 
ODOT?” she said. “It is 
simply not realistic.”

McLain, co-chair of 
the Legislature’s Joint 
Transportation Committee, 
said House Bill 3991 is a 
quarter of what Democratic 
lawmakers proposed during 
the regular legislative ses-
sion, and for three budget 
cycles she said lawmakers 

have made cuts to ODOT 
and worked on efficiency.

“We’ve done all of the 
compromise, the amending 
and the backup plan is that 
final bill that we passed in 
September, which is only a 
quarter of the original,” she 
said. “The short session is 
not going to help them.”

Democratic leaders shared 
similar concerns about the 
efforts to overturn the trans-
portation funding law. 

“Without those emergency 
funds, hundreds of hard-
working Oregonians who 
plow highways, fill potholes 
and repair bridges are in 
danger of losing their jobs,” 
said Senate President Rob 
Wagner, D-Lake Oswego. 
“The Senate President’s 
Office is ready to work with 
ODOT and the Governor’s 
Office to manage this situa-
tion in the upcoming legisla-
tive session.”

House Speaker Julie 
Fahey, D-Eugene, said the 
transportation funding law 
was a heavily negotiated 
policy that had support from 
nearly every key transporta-
tion stakeholder in Oregon 
and considered the cost of 
living for Oregonians. 

“The referral of only 
pieces of that package — 
repealing funding while 
leaving spending obligations 
in place — destabilizes our 
transportation system and 
jeopardizes Oregonians’ 
safety,” Fahey said. “The 
Republican politicians 
behind the referral effort 
don’t have a backup plan, 
and the transportation needs 
facing every corner of the 
state won’t fix themselves.” 

Fahey said she will con-
tinue to work closely with 
her Senate colleagues and 
Kotek to keep Oregonians 
safe on their way to work 
and school. 

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2025/12/18/
petition-against-oregon-
transportation-law-pauses-
gas-tax-and-fee-hikes/
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
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petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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Tune in for some great deals 
Monday - Friday 

10 - 11 a.m. 
You can hear us at AM 1400, 

FM 99.7 or on SLTV Channel 47.4

Call 541.767.8861 Call 541.767.8861 
and get the best deals for miles around!and get the best deals for miles around!

SWAP-N-SHOPSWAP-N-SHOP

Your chance to Your chance to 
buy, sell and buy, sell and 

trade with your trade with your 
friend and neighbors.friend and neighbors.

Limits: $1,000 combined Limits: $1,000 combined 
for 5 or fewer items.for 5 or fewer items.

541-942-4249541-942-4249
730 E Main St.730 E Main St.

Cottage Grove, OR 97424Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Schweitzer’s Schweitzer’s 
Work & Work & 
Western Western 
WearWear

wishes you a 

Dear Santa, You can write 
back to me.  Can I have a 
kitten for Christmas?  Can I 

have a puppy for Christmas?  
From Adi

Dear Santa, I have tried 
my best to be good.  Can you 
get my sister a baby doll?  
And, can you get me a new 
phone case?  And stuff to fix 
my bike please?  Sincerely, 
Jayce

Dear Santa, I really want 
my friends to come to my 
house so I can have some 
fun.  And so mach fun, thank 
you Santa!  Sincerely by 
Timmy

Dear Santa, my name is 
Taylee and I am 8 years old.  
I live in Cottage Grove.  This 
year, I have been very good.  

I always try to be happy.  For 
Christmas, I would love to 
have 1. Plushy or Stuffy.  2. 
Pet fuzzy caterpillar.  I also 
hope you have a fun trip 
around the world.  Please 
say hello to your reindeer for 
me.  Thank you for making 
Christmas so magical!  Love, 
Taylee.  P.S. Don’t forget to 
enjoy the cookies and milk 
we leave for you!

Dear Santa, I want a pink 
graphic kit, a ring and a 
necklace.  Sincerely, Sophia

Dear Santa, I’ve been nice 
this year.  Can you gift me 

a Lynx plushy?  I left you 
cookies and I left carrots for 
your reindeer.  I also want 
something for my sister and 
my brother, like a squish-
mello for my sister and a 
fennec fox for my brother.  
Sincerly, Hayden

Dear Santa, Have I been 
good this year.  And can you 
get my dad a apple satch?  
Also, can you get me one 
millon robux?  I’ll leave 
cookies and carrots.  Sincerly, 
Colin.  I hope your reindeer 
are doing good.

Dear St. Nick, I tried to be 
good this year.  I was good 
and bad this year so I am sorr 
but this year I want an axolotl 
plushy demon slayer manga 
5-23.  Sincerely, Xander.  P.S. 
I got cookies and milk and 
carrots for reindeer.

Dear St. Nick, I’ve been 
good mostly.  St. Nick, 
here’s my wish list.  I want 
Blaziken ex and volcanion ex 
poke’mon deck, and Lucario 
mega Evolution poke’mon 
deck, and lego set 42006.  I 
will leave some carrots for 
you.  Sincerely, Delton

Letters to Santa

from

616 Main St., Cottage Grove
Ph# 541-942-6077

jimdowningrealty.com

Taylor’s Towing & Apex Automotive Taylor’s Towing & Apex Automotive 
wishes a Merry Christmas to all and wishes a Merry Christmas to all and 
a Happy New Year. Thank you for a Happy New Year. Thank you for 

supporting local and small business.supporting local and small business.

Taylor’s Towing & RecoveryTaylor’s Towing & Recovery
78869 Thornton Ln., Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-4522 • taylorstowingrecovery.com 

Apex AutomotiveApex Automotive
78869 Thornton Ln., Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-7142

119 South 6th St, Cottage Grove
541-942-0505

*Excludes candy, plants, fresh flowers. No adjustments for prior purchases.

Remaining Christmas items
30% off Everyday Gift, 
Clothing & Accessories!

12/26-12/30

50% off

From 3rd Graders at London School
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Who cares aboutWho cares about 
publicpublic  
notices?notices?  

Insert your logo and tagline here

You have the right to know what’s happening
in your community.

Public notices – information local governments are obligated to
provide citizens – are required to be published in local newspapers

to provide a public record that’s accessible to everyone.

Public notices keep you informed about your government.
But, Oregon legislators are trying to keep public notices

from appearing in local newspapers. This severely impacts
government transparency and, in turn, limits the public’s right

to hold them accountable for their actions.

Let your state legislators know that you value being able to
access notices in your newspaper and that they are worth

the investment.
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC 
CHURCHESCHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment
St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH
75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!this worship directory, contact us today!

Boyce says the community 
response has already made 
Winter Wonderland part of 
Cottage Grove’s holiday 
tradition.

“We hope to continue this 
for many years to come,” she 

said. “Like the track itself, it 
isn’t possible without com-
munity support—so come on 
down.”

HOURS AND 
ADMISSION

The attraction runs week-
ends Nov. 28–Dec. 14 and 
nightly Dec. 18–31. Hours are 
5–9 p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
adults, $5 for kids ages 3–13, 

and $25 for families. A sea-
son pass is available for $25 
per person, offering unlimited 
entry. The Speedway is a cash 
only facility. It is located at 
2150 Douglas St. next to the 
W.O.E. Fairgrounds on the 
north side of town. 

For more information, visit 
www.cottagegrovespeedway.
com.

fees for Group C users to 
recover administrative costs.

Reservation Policies: New 
cancellation rules — $200 
deducted from Armory 
deposits if canceled within 
90 days; $50 deducted from 
Community Center deposits if 
canceled within 60 days.

Alcohol Surcharge: 
Increased to $150 for 
Community Center and 
Armory events.

Park Venues: A new $300 
fee for use of Bohemia Park 
Amphitheater’s stage cover 
by out of town promoters and 
for weddings.

Councilor Greg Ervin 
said, “We’re doing the right 
thing to charge rental fees to 

recoup costs. We need to get 
data on how (fee increases) 
affect usage.”

Councilor Randell 
Lammerman opposed 
steep increases such as the 
Community Center refund-
able deposit rising from $50 
to $150, warning that higher 
non resident fees to use 
the Community Center and 
Armory could reduce usage 
at a time when more rental 
revenue is needed.

Councilor Darrell Wilson, 
citing event planning experi-
ence, argued the new fees 
remain well below commer-
cial rates.

FINAL VOTE
The vote came at the coun-

cil’s final meeting of the year 
on Dec. 8 and was adopted 

6 1 with Lammerman voting 
no.

OTHER COUNCIL 
BUSINESS

New Contracts Approved 
for Municipal Judge and City 
Manager

In two executive (nonpub-
lic) sessions prior to the pub-
lic meeting, the City Council 
conducted the annual per-
formance evaluation of City 
Manager Mike Sauerwein 
and Municipal Court Judge 
Martin Fisher. Both men 
received excellent reviews 
and new contracts for 2026.

Cottage Grove’s Municipal 
Court handles traffic viola-
tions, city ordinance infrac-
tions, and misdemeanors, 
which is a narrower scope 
than county or circuit courts. 
Fisher’s annual $30,000 

compensation reflects the part 
time nature of the contracted 
position.

City Manager Mike 
Sauerwein requested a 3 per-
cent cost of living adjustment 
— the same increase granted 
to other non represented 
employees on July 1 — along 
with a 5 percent merit raise. 
After discussion of the city’s 
budget challenges, the coun-
cil voted unanimously to 
approve the 5 percent merit 
increase, effective Jan. 22, 
2026, his job anniversary 
date.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Local resident Elaine 

Burns sang “O Little Town 
of Bethlehem” with cus-
tomized lyrics related to 
concerns about recent 
immigration arrests. Steve 
Barnes asked how police 
officers would respond to 

someone being physically 
assaulted by Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agents. Later in the meeting 
Councilor Greg Ervin said 
that Oregon’s Sanctuary Laws 
prevented local officers from 
interfering in ICE operations.

Eric Jacobs expressed 
growing concerns in the com-
munity, especially among 
parents, of homeless camps 
around town, especially 
the one on South Gateway 
Boulevard. Public Works 
Director Faye Stewart said 
he has made numerous offers 
to assist the Oregon Dept. of 
Transportation staff to clean 
up the site and cut the brush 
on ODOT property. State 
law requires posting 10-day 
notice of intent to remove the 
camp. Unable to respond at 
the end of the first notice the 

process had to be repeated for 
another 10 day notice.

Former Cottage Grove 
Police Captain Randy 
Soulard made a number 
of misconduct allegations 
against Police Chief Cory 
Chase that he said occurred 
in 2024-25, during the year 
Soulard served here and 
continued after he resigned. 
He told the Council he gave 
all of his documentation to 
justify the alleged misconduct 
to Sauerwein. The Sentinel 
reached out to the City 
Manager and Police Chief 
for comment and because it 
is a personnel matter they 
declined to comment.

The next Council meeting 
is January 12 at 7 p.m.

Follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Budget
From Page 1

“The purpose of these dif-
ficult changes is not just to 
balance a spreadsheet, but to 
secure the long term stabil-
ity and success of the South 
Lane School District,” Miller 
said. “By acting now, we 
protect core programs, restore 
predictability and position the 
district for strategic invest-
ment in the future.”

NEXT STEPS
The district will continue 

to communicate with staff 
and the community as reduc-
tions are implemented. Miller 
asked employees to be mind-
ful of spending and to notify 
supervisors of retirement or 
transition plans to help with 
staffing decisions.

Follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Lane County unemployment rate rising
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Now that the federal 
government shutdown 
has ended, the Oregon 
Employment Department 
is able to complete its 

monthly unemployment 
reports, which are a key 
indicator of the state’s 
economy.

Lane County’s season-
ally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate was 5.0% in 

September compared with 
a revised 4.9% in August. 
The rate has increased sig-
nificantly from the recent 
low of 3.6% recorded in 
May of 2023, according to 
the Oregon Employment 
Department.

Lane County’s record 
low rate was 3.5% in 
November 2019. The 
Oregon seasonally adjusted 
September rate was 5.2% 
and the U.S. rate was 
4.4%.

Lane County’s sea-
sonally adjusted payroll 
employment decreased by 
400 in September after a 
gain of 1,200 in August 
and a loss of 1,000 in July.

In the not seasonally 
adjusted private-sector 
industries in September, 
there was a gain of 100 

in manufacturing. There 
were relatively large losses 
in leisure and hospitality 
(-600) and private educa-
tion and health services 
(-400).

Government gained 
1,400 jobs in September 
due to a seasonal gain 
of 1,800 in local educa-
tion from the start of a 
new school year that was 
countered by a loss of 
400 in noneducation local 
government.

When comparing 
September 2025 with 
September 2024, total non-
farm employment dropped 
900 jobs on a seasonally 
adjusted basis for a loss of 
0.5%.

There were gains in pri-
vate education and health 
services (900), leisure and 

hospitality (500), and other 
services (200). There were 
relatively large losses in 
professional and business 
services (-900), wholesale 
trade (-300), and financial 
activities (- 300).

There was an over-the-
year loss of 500 in govern-
ment in September from a 
loss of 300 in local educa-
tion and an additional loss 
of 200 in noneducation 
local government.

Metro Creative Connection
The monthly unemployment reports are a key 
economic indicator of the state. The latest report 
shows 179,542 employed and 10,084 unemployed 
in Lane County.
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B&W

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

541-649-1616
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
999 

PUBLIC NOTICES

700
MISC SERVICES

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! Additional terms 

apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) Call 

1-855-341-5268

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 

obligation estimate. Plus get 75% 
off installation and a bonus $250 dis-
count! Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty 

and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Specializing in Powerstrokes

• Complete Automotive Repair & Service
• A/C, Transmission    • Performance & Computer Diagnostics 
• ASE Certified Factory Ford Master Technician

80408 Delight Valley School Road • 942-2521

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES
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independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-

8679.

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

CGS25-196 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE OF OREGON FOR THE 
COUNTY OF LANE In the Matter of the 
Estate of: Kathryn Dee Richmond, De-
ceased. Case No. 25PB10422 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED PERSONS NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that Carolyn Marie 
Landers has been appointed Personal 
Representative. All persons having 
claims against the estate are hereby 
required to present them, with proper 
vouchers, within four months after the 
date of first publication of this notice, 
as stated below, to the Personal Rep-
resentative at 711 Country Club Road, 
Suite 200, Eugene, Oregon 97401, or 
they may be barred. All persons whose 
rights may be affected by the proceed-
ings in this estate may obtain addition-
al information from the records of the 
Personal Representative, the Court, 
or the attorney for the Personal Rep-
resentative, K.C. Huffman. Dated and 
first published: December 24, 2025. 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE: Carolyn 
Marie Landers 2332 Ramshead Court 
Waukesha, WI 53188 970-310-5381 
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE: K.C. Huffman, OSB No. 002854 
Bromley Newton Huffman 711 Coun-
try Club Road, Suite 200 Eugene, Ore-
gon 97401 541-343-4700 541-343-
4713 Fax kc@bromleynewton.com

CGS25-197 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE OF OREGON FOR THE 
COUNTY OF LANE [Probate Depart-
ment] In the Matter of the Estate of: 
RONALD I. PUPKE, Deceased. Case No. 
25PB09582 NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS \emdash CORRECTED NO-
TICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed has been appointed as the Per-
sonal Representative of the above-enti-
tled testate estate. All persons having 
claims against the said estate are 
required to present them to the un-
dersigned Personal Representative at: 
Camee E. Southey c/o George L. Derr, 
Attorney at Law, P.O. Box 2159, Eugene, 
Oregon 97402, within four months af-
ter the date of publication of this notice, 
or such claims may be barred. All per-
sons whose rights may be affected by 
these probate proceedings are advised 
that additional information may be 
obtained from the records of the Lane 
County Probate Court, the Personal 
Representative, or the attorney for the 
Personal Representative. DATED and 
first published this day 24 of Decem-
ber 2025. Camee E. Southey Personal 
Representative

CGS25-198 Notice is hereby given 
that Shannon L. Bateman and Heidi H. 
Pollock have been appointed and have 
qualified as the co-personal represen-
tatives of the Estate of Keith Melville 
Wright, deceased, in Lane County 
Circuit Court Case No. 25PB10836. 
All persons having claims against the 
estate are hereby required to present 
their claims, with proper vouchers, 
within four months after the date of 
publication of this notice, as stated 
below to the co-personal representa-
tives c/o Hamilton W. Budge, Jr., P.O. 
Box 10567, Eugene, OR 97440, or 
the claims may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affected by the 

proceedings in this estate may ob-
tain additional information from the 
records of the court, the co-personal 
representatives, or the attorney for 
the co-personal representatives. Date 
of publication: December 24, 2025. 
Shannon L. Bateman, Co-Personal Rep-
resentative Heidi H. Pollock, Co-Per-
sonal Representative c/o Hamilton W. 
Budge, Jr., Attorney at Law P.O. Box 
10567 Eugene, OR 97440

CGS25-194 TRUSTEE’S NOTICE 
OF SALE TS NO.: 25-75768 Refer-
ence is made to that certain Deed of 
Trust (hereinafter referred as the Trust 
Deed) made by SAMANTHA MORRIS 
as Grantor to FIDELITY NATIONAL TITLE 
COMPANY OF OREGON, as trustee, in 
favor of Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as desig-
nated nominee for CMG MORTGAGE, 
INC DBA CMG FINANCIAL, beneficiary 
of the security instrument, its succes-
sors and assigns, as Beneficiary, dated 
1/31/2020, recorded 2/3/2020, as 
Instrument No. 2020-005520, modi-
fied by Loan Modification Agreement 
recorded as Instrument number 2023-
008943 on 4/5/2023, in mortgage re-
cords of Lane County, Oregon covering 
the following described real property 
situated in said County and State, to-
wit: LOT 5 AND THE WEST ONE-HALF 
OF LOT 6, BLOCK 2, MEADE ADDITION, 
IN THE CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE, AS 
PLATTED AND RECORDED IN BOOK 13, 
PAGE 12, LANE COUNTY OREGON PLAT 
RECORDS, IN LANE COUNTY, OREGON. 
The street address or other common 
designation, if any for the real proper-
ty described above is purported to be: 
1160 GEER AVE COTTAGE GROVE, ORE-
GON 97424 The Tax Assessor’s Account 
ID for the Real Property is purported 
to be: 889962 / 20-03-28-13-03400 
Both the beneficiary and the trustee, 
ZBS Law, LLP have elected to foreclose 
the above referenced Trust Deed and 
sell the said real property to satisfy the 
obligations secured by the Trust Deed 
and a Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell has been recorded pursuant 
to ORS 86.752(3). All right, title, and 
interest in the said described property 
which the grantors had, or had power 
to convey, at the time of execution of 
the Trust Deed, together with any in-
terest the grantors or their successors 
in interest acquired after execution of 
the Trust Deed shall be sold at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash 
to satisfy the obligations secured by 
the Trust Deed and the expenses of 
sale, including the compensation of 
the trustee as provided by law, and the 
reasonable fees of trustee’s attorneys. 
The default for which the foreclosure 
is made is: The monthly installment of 
principal and interest which became 
due on 4/1/2025, late charges, and all 
subsequent monthly installments of 
principal and interest. You are respon-
sible to pay all payments and charges 
due under the terms and conditions 
of the loan documents which come 
due subsequent to the date of this 
notice, including, but not limited to, 
foreclosure trustee fees and costs, ad-
vances and late charges. Furthermore, 
as a condition to bring your account in 

good standing, you must provide the 
undersigned with written proof that 
you are not in default on any senior 
encumbrance and provide proof of in-
surance. Nothing in this notice should 
be construed as a waiver of any fees 
owing to the beneficiary under the 
deed of trust, pursuant to the terms 
and provisions of the loan documents. 
The amount required to cure the de-
fault in payments to date is calculated 
as follows: From: 4/1/2025 Total of 
past due payments: $10,146.15 Late 
Charges: $158.08 Additional charges 
(Taxes, Insurance, Corporate Advances, 
Other Fees): $2,299.00 Trustee’s Fees 
and Costs: $637.00 Total necessary 
to cure: $13,240.23 Please note the 
amounts stated herein are subject to 
confirmation and review and are like-
ly to change during the next 30 days. 
Please contact the successor trustee 
ZBS Law, LLP, to obtain a “reinstate-
ment’ and or “payoff” quote prior to 
remitting funds. By reason of said de-
fault the beneficiary has declared all 
sums owing on the obligation secured 
by the Trust Deed due and payable. The 
amount required to discharge this lien 
in its entirety to date is: $228,158.84 
Said sale shall be held at the hour of 
10:00 AM on 2/27/2026 in accord 
with the standard of time established 
by ORS 187.110, and pursuant to ORS 
86.771(7) shall occur at the following 
designated place: Inside the main 
lobby of the Lane County Courthouse, 
125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401 
Other than as shown of record, neither 
the said beneficiary nor the said trustee 
have any actual notice of any person 
having or claiming to have any lien 
upon or interest in the real property 
hereinabove described subsequent to 
the interest of the trustee in the Trust 
Deed, or of any successor(s) in interest 
to the grantors or of any lessee or other 
person in possession of or occupying 
the property, except: NONE Notice is 
further given that any person named in 
ORS 86.778 has the right, at any time 

prior to five days before the date last 
set for sale, to have this foreclosure pro-
ceeding dismissed and the Trust Deed 
reinstated by payment to the beneficia-
ry of the entire amount then due (other 
than such portion of the principal as 
would not then be due had no default 
occurred) and by curing any other de-
fault complained of herein that is ca-
pable of being cured by tendering the 
performance required under the obli-
gation(s) of the Trust Deed, and in addi-
tion to paying said sums or tendering 
the performance necessary to cure the 
default, by paying all costs and expens-
es actually incurred in enforcing the ob-
ligation and Trust Deed, together with 
the trustee’s and attorney’s fees not ex-
ceeding the amounts provided by ORS 
86.778. The mailing address of the 
trustee is: ZBS Law, LLP 5 Centerpointe 
Dr., Suite 400 Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
(503) 946-6558 In construing this no-
tice, the masculine gender includes the 
feminine and the neuter, the singular 
includes plural, the word “grantor” in-
cludes any successor in interest to the 
grantor as well as any other persons 
owing an obligation, the performance 
of which is secured by said trust deed, 
the words “trustee” and ‘ beneficiary” 
include their respective successors in 
interest, if any. Without limiting the 
trustee’s disclaimer of representations 
or warranties, Oregon law requires the 
trustee to state in this notice that some 
residential property sold at a trustee’s 
sale may have been used in manufac-
turing methamphetamines, the chem-
ical components of which are known 
to be toxic. Prospective purchasers of 
residential property should be aware of 
this potential danger before deciding 
to place a bid for this property at the 
trustee’s sale. Dated: 10/14/2025 ZBS 
Law, LLP By: Amber L. Labrecque, Esq., 
OSB#094593 ZBS Law, LLP Authorized 
to sign on behalf of the trustee EPP 
45529 Pub Dates 12/17, 12/24, 12/31, 
01/07/2026
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PUBLIC NOTICE/LEGAL 
CGS25-192 \emdash 

AMENDED \emdash 
NOTICE OF NONJUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE SALE 
Reference is made to that cer-
tain trust deed dated August 5, 
2021, and recorded on August 6, 
2021 at reception number 2021-
051547 of the Official Records 
of Lane County, Oregon, (the 
“Trust Deed”’). 1. George L. 
Derr, the successor trustee, 
hereby gives notice of default 
and election to sell, and notice 
of sale pursuant to the terms of 
said Trust Deed. The mailing 
address of the Successor Trustee 
is George L. Derr, P.C., P.O. Box 
2159, Eugene, OR 97402, Tel: 
(541)-683-7473, Email: george@
gderrlaw.com. 2. The original 
Grantor of said Trust Deed is Jo 
Bond Principal, LLC, an Oregon 
limited liability company. The 
original and current Beneficiary 
is Corinne Bell. 3. The subject 
property is commonly known 
as 4040 Barger Drive, Eugene, 
OR 97402 and is more particu-
larly described, as follows: Lot 
2, Block 1, ALEX -A PLAT, as 
platted and recorded in Book 
70, Page 25, Lane County 
Oregon plat records, in the City 
of Eugene, County of Lane and 
State of Oregon. (hereinafter the 
“property”). 4. The Grantor has 

defaulted under said Trust Deed 
in one or more of the follow-
ing particulars: (a) by failing to 
make one or more payments of 
the indebtedness of a Promissory 
Note dated and secured by said 
Trust Deed, which payments are 
past due, (b) by failing to main-
tain insurance on the property as 
required by the Trust Deed, and 
(c) by failing to pay real property 
taxes when due. 5. As a result of 
Grantor’s default(s), Beneficiary 
declares all sums secured under 
said Trust Deed immediately due 
and payable. 6. The sum now 
owing on the obligation secured 
by the Trust Deed is a principal 
balance of $283,471.66, plus 
accrued interest in the sum of 
$9,350.68 as of December 2, 
2025, plus interest continuing 
to accrue at the rate of 4% per 
annum, plus accumulated late 
fees of $717.60 (as of November 
1, 2025), plus $200 escrow col-
lection close fee, plus $60.00 
escrow payoff quote fees, plus 
$61.00 in postage, plus $494.50 
for insurance required under the 
Trust Deed and paid for by the 
Beneficiary through December 
1, 2025, plus property taxes for 
2024 in the principal amount of 
$2,514.54, plus accrued interest 
thereon in the amount of $324.10 
as of December 1, 2025, plus 

accruing interest at the rate of 
16% per annum on the $2,514.54 
tax, until paid in full; plus prop-
erty taxes for 2025 in the amount 
of $2,579.57 (as of December 
1, 2025) plus accruing interest 
thereon at the rate of 16% on the 
$2,579.57 tax, until paid in full, 
plus the cost of the foreclosure 
guarantee title report $1,200, 
attorney’s fees in the amount of 
$1,000, plus any and all sums 
advanced and other fees and 
costs incurred by the Beneficiary 
pursuant to the terms of the Trust 
Deed and Promissory Note; 
together with any other sums due 
or that may become due under 
the Promissory Note or Trust 
Deed or by reason of this fore-
closure and any further advances 
made by Beneficiary as allowed 
by the Promissory Note or Trust 
Deed. 7. The Beneficiary has 
declared a default, accelerated 
the debt and elected to sell the 
property secured by the Trust 
Deed to satisfy the obligation 
and defaults noted above. 8. The 
sale will be held on Wednesday, 
January 28, 2026, at 11:00 a.m., 
at the main entrance to the Lane 
County Courthouse, 125 East 
8th Avenue, Eugene, Oregon 
97401, near the security station. 
9. Pursuant to ORS 86.778, the 
Grantor, the Grantor’s successor 

in interest to all or any part 
of the trust deed property, any 
Beneficiary under a subordinate 
Trust Deed, or any person hav-
ing a subordinate lien or encum-
brance of record on the trust 
deed property has the right to 
have this non-judicial sale pro-
ceeding dismissed and the debt 
obligation and Trust Deed rein-
stated by payment of the entire 
amount due at the time of pay-
ment, in an amount to be deter-
mined at that time, other than 
such portion as would not then 
be due had no default occurred, 
together with costs, Trustee’s and 
attorney fees, and by curing all 
other defaults specified herein 
at any time that is not later than 
five (5) days before the date 
last set for the sale: January 
28, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. 10. The 
undersigned hereby certifies 
that no assignments of the Trust 
Deed by the Trustee or by the 
Beneficiary and no appointments 
of a Successor Trustee have been 
made, except as recorded in the 
records of the county in which 
the above-described real property 
is situated. Further, no action 
has been instituted to recover the 
debt, or any part thereof, now 
remaining secured by the Trust 
Deed, or if such action has been 
instituted, such action has been 

dismissed or rescinded except 
as permitted by ORS 86.735(4) 
11. Pursuant to Oregon Law, this 
sale will not be deemed final 
until the Trustee’s deed has been 
issued by George L. Derr. If the 
sale is set aside for any reason, 
including if the Trustee is unable 
to convey title, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only 
to a return of the monies paid 
to the Trustee. This shall be the 
Purchaser’s sole and exclusive 
remedy. The Purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, 
the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the 
Beneficiary’s Attorney. 12. In 
construing this notice the singu-
lar includes the plural. The word 
“Grantor” includes any and all 
assigns or successors in interest 
to the named Grantor as well 
as any and all other person(s) 
owing an obligation, the perfor-
mance of which is secured by the 
Trust Deed. The words “Trustee” 
and “Beneficiary” include their 
respective successors in interest 
and all those person(s) claiming 
by or through them, if any, and 
all judgment creditors. Upon 
completion of the sale, the 
Beneficiary will treat the Trust 
Deed as foreclosed and termi-
nate all recorded or unrecorded 
interests in the property subject 

to the Trust Deed, for all persons 
to whom notice is given pursuant 
ORS 86.740 and 86.750, and of 
any other person claiming by, 
through, or under such person(s), 
and their respective assigns 
and successors in interest. 13. 
Notice Regarding Potential 
Hazards. (This following notice 
is required for notices of sale 
sent on or after January 1, 2015): 
Without limiting the trustee ‘s 
disclaimer or representations or 
warranties, Oregon law requires 
the trustee to state in this notice 
that some residential property 
sold at a trustee ‘s sale may 
have been used in manufacturing 
methampheta-mines, the chemi-
cal components of which are 
known to be toxic. Prospective 
purchasers of residential property 
should be aware of this potential 
danger before deciding to place 
a bid for this property at the 
trustee’s sale. 14. IMPORTANT 
NOTICE TO TENANTS: 
Tenants of the subject real 
property have certain protec-
tions afforded to them under 
ORS 86. 774 and ORS 86.782 
and possibly under federal 
law. SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE: 
George L. Derr P.O. Box 2159 
Eugene, OR 97402 Tel: (541) 
915-8494 Email: george@gder-
rlaw.com

Cottage Grove boys basketball forming identity
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sentinel

With a pride of Lions 
without much battle-tested, 
varsity experience, early-sea-
son success is not measured 
with wins and losses for 
Head Coach Seth Hutchison.

The opening month of 
the 2025/26 campaign is a 
time for Cottage Grove High 
Schooi’s boys basketball 
team to focus on developing 
skills and laying the ground-
work for the busy schedule 
that will pick up in January 
and February.

The Lions started the 
season with five losses, but 
Hutchison’s goal at this stage 
is to improve every week, 
build chemistry, and create 
a playstyle the team will be 
ready to implement when the 
league stage rolls around.

“The early season is about 
building foundations rather 
than chasing results for us,” 
Hutchison said. “Some of the 
foundations that we are try-
ing to build are: Team iden-
tity, core habits, player roles, 
skill development, offense 

and defense basics, chemis-
try, and trust in one another.”

Hutchison said he is 
excited and optimistic about 
this year’s crop of Lions. 
The excitement is fueled by 
the influx of young, less sea-
soned players at his disposal. 
Though they may not know 
all the ropes 
yet, Hutchison 
said the play-
ers are con-
stantly learn-
ing and that 
their growth is 
evident in each 
new situation 
they face. With 
plenty of time 
between now 
and the end 
of the season, 
Hutchison 
expects the 
team to look 
“completely different” by the 
time the final buzzer sounds.

Speaking to the Sentinel 
after the first five games, 
Hutchison said the Lions 
are still trying to find the 
right slots and roles for his 

players. While they haven’t 
nailed down all the specif-
ics yet, the connectivity and 
bond between the players is 
apparent.

“This is a great group of 
young men. They are fun to 
be around, and they really 
care about each other and 

each other’s 
success,” 
Hutchison 
said.

At the 
head of the 
pack are the 
program’s 
captains, 
Cade May, 
Tai Lam, 
and Trevor 
Cooper. While 
every player 
on the roster 
will have a 
role to play 

this season, those three will 
be the leaders in the locker 
room.

One of the highlights from 
the first five games was 
a feat of late-game hero-
ics from Lam against Scio. 

Down three, Lam buried a 
three to send the game to 
overtime. Though Cottage 
Grove would go on to lose 
the game, moments will live 
long in the memory. Other 
moments that stood out to 
Hutchison from the first five 
games were a tight loss to 
#3 Cascade and playing even 
with Newport after a slow 
start in the first quarter.

While there have been 
bursts of brilliance for 
Cottage Grove, the emphasis 
now is to show consistency 
over an entire game.

“We just haven’t put four 
quarters together, and that 
will come with experience 
as the season goes along,” 
Hutchison said. “As men-
tioned before, we are playing 
a lot of guys without much 
experience at the varsity 
level, and so it’s exciting for 
our future.”

League play starts on Jan. 
9 against Marshfield, and 
before that day comes, the 
Lions will have two tourna-
ments to prepare. The first 
is the Battle of I-5, Dec. 18 

- Dec. 20. Results from that 
tournament are not available 
at the time of press. Next up 
will be the SCTC Holiday 
Tournament, Dec. 29 - Dec. 
31.

The Lions will be hoping 
those opportunities return 
ample growth for a team that 
is hungry for wins this sea-
son. Even though notching 
wins is a big motivation for 
the team, for Hutchison, true 
success is also tied to ele-
ments beyond basketball.

“The goals are always 
the same each year, and 
that is to win games but 
also improve as young men 
both on and off the court,” 
Hutchison said. “It’s impor-
tant to me that the young 
men leave my program bet-
ter people than when they 
started.”

Follow game results at 
osaa.org and see CGHS 
sports features online at 
cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of 
The Sentinel.

“The goals are 
always the same each 
year, and that is to 
win games but also 
improve as young men 
both on and off the 
court.”

Seth Hutchison, 
CGHS Boys 
Basketball Head 
Coach

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Across the Northwest, a 
record warm fall and lack of 
snowpack going into the win-
ter is putting more drought 
pressure on Oregon, Idaho, 
Washington and western 
Montana.

Despite record rain in 
western Washington recently, 
and earlier this year in central 
and southern Oregon, the 
showers are filling up already 
overdrawn reservoirs in 
many areas, scientists said on 
Monday at an online drought 
and climate outlook meet-
ing hosted by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.

Snowpack in the region 
and in the Cascade Range, 
acting as a reservoir of its 
own for summer months 

when there’s little rain and 
many communities rely on 
snowmelt, is simply not pil-
ing up.

Snowpack in the Northwest 
is sitting at the lowest level 
for the region as a whole 
at this point in the winter 
since record keeping began 
in 2001, according to Jacob 
Genuise, a climatologist at 
the Washington State Climate 
Office.

“We’re seeing just really 
warm storms with a lot of 
rain and not a lot of snow,” 
Genuise said. “Given all this 
warm rain, it actually melted 
some of our snowpack, and 
we saw a decline.”

The Northwest just expe-
rienced its sixth warmest 
August on record, the warm-
est September on record — 
about 6 degrees Fahrenheit 

above normal on average 
— and the second warmest 
November on record, accord-
ing to NOAA data.

Taken together, August 
through November of this 
year was the record warm-
est on average across the 
Northwest in more than 
130 years of record keep-
ing. NASA scientists, using 
NOAA records of global 
average temperatures dating 
back to 1880, found that this 
November was the third-
warmest November on Earth, 
behind only November of 
2023 and 2024.

But in 2023 and 2024, 
a planet-warming El Niño 
weather pattern helped fuel 
record temperatures, accord-
ing to the data. There was no 
El Niño event to drive tem-
peratures this year.

Temperatures in the 
Northwest have been most 
abnormal across all of Idaho, 
eastern Washington and east-
ern Oregon, and in western 
Montana.

“It’s definitely not good,” 
Genuise said. “We’ve seen 
much more above normal 
years in the past few decades 
than we did in the past.”

Rain not snow
By the end of this sum-

mer, drought took hold of 
the Northwest, Genuise 
said, especially in parts of 
northern Idaho and southeast 
Washington. Snow melted too 
quickly in spring, creating 
drought as the summer went 
on, and abnormal heat also 
increased surface water evap-
oration in lakes and streams, 
lowering water levels that 

contributed to drought in 
parts of the region.

In the last month, most of 
western Oregon was at 50% 
of its normal level of precipi-
tation for this time of year, 
according to Brad Pugh, a 
meteorologist at the National 
Weather Service’s Climate 
Prediction Center.

Only southern and central 
Oregon have been spared 
major drought impacts this 
year, but reservoirs that filled 
from heavy spring rains are 
also being quickly depleted, 
he said.

Everywhere north of 
Oregon is experiencing above 
average rainfall, Pugh said.

This will potentially help 
pull the Northwest out of a 
region-wide drought in the 
coming weeks or month, 
according to Pugh, but much 

of that will also depend on 
whether or not it gets cold 
enough for rain to turn into 
snow and snowpack.

The only area in the 
region getting roughly nor-
mal snowpack is western 
Montana, where temperatures 
have been just-cold-enough 
to turn rain to snow. All of 
Oregon and most of south-
ern Washington are seeing 
“really, really deep snowpack 
deficits,” Genuise said.

If the snowpack is still bad 
in the spring, there could be 
ongoing drought issues in the 
year ahead, Genuise added.

“We could see this change, 
and this is likely to change 
as we see some wetter and 
cooler systems later in the 
month, but we’re definitely 
sitting well below normal as 
we talk here today,” he said.

Northwest just finished warmest fall on record, scientists report
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