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Old bones, new vision on Main Street

Developer sees restoration as a decade’s long investment

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove’s downtown came
alive last Saturday as a four block
long celebration marked the comple-
tion of the many years in the mak-
ing Main Street Refinement Plan,
first adopted by the Cottage Grove
City Council in 2015.

The event’s ribbon cuttings and
public remarks pointed toward a
future shaped by continued invest-
ment in the Historic District. For
downtown property owner and
historic preservation developer Ryan
Thomas, that future is grounded in
patient restoration and a commit-
ment to strengthening the district
one project at a time.

LIFE IN LANE COUNTY

Thomas was born and raised in
Springfield and has lived in Lane
County his entire life. He has been
in construction for more than 35
years and will mark 30 years of run-
ning his own company this October.
His path into the trades was not
planned. He went to the University
of Oregon after high school but did
not yet know what he wanted to do.
He left school, helped friends who
worked in construction, and discov-
ered he enjoyed the work.

“I had no idea what I wanted
to do when I was growing up,”
he said. “Back then the prevailing
thought was that college was the
only successful path. Since then
that attitude has changed, and trades
have become very good career
options.”

Historic restoration
came later, when he
realized it combined
his interests in his-
tory, architecture,
and construction.
Project opportunities
gave him experi-
ence in preservation
work, and through
his development
company he began
focusing his prop-
erty acquisitions
on historic dis-
tricts. In downtown
Springfield, his com-
pany served as the
general contractor on
a historic restoration
project owned by a
client.”

Thomas sees a
historic district as a
living place shaped
by the choices of
each generation. He
believes the work
done today must
honor the people
who will walk these
streets long after the
celebrations have
faded.

“Revitalizing a
historic downtown
takes time and includes many
efforts,” he said. “The results of
such effort will be inherited by
future generations. Today, if we can
perform the heavy lift of preserva-
tion and revitalization it will breathe

new life not only into the structures
but also into the district as a whole,
returning it fully to the vibrant heart
of Cottage Grove for decades to
come.”

Courtesy photo

Ryan Thomas owns a 30-year-old Coburg-based construction company
that specializes in historical restoration.

He often reminds people that
the decisions made now will shape
Main Street for the next generation.
“Every decision we make today
becomes part of someone else’s

See VISION Page 6

Centennial events for ‘The General’ underway

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

A community-wide celebration
has started that marks the filming of
the movie, The General in Cottage
Grove.

The black box theatre at the
Opal Center for Arts and Education
hosted a special community screen-
ing of Buster Keaton’s silent film
“The General” as a fundraiser for
Spirit of Bohemia Mining Days
(SBMD) on May 16. The event
marks the beginning of a yearlong
recognition of the film’s 100th
anniversary for the nonprofit that
produces the annual Bohemia
Mining Days festival on the third
weekend of July. The film was
shot in Cottage Grove in 1926
and remains one of the most well-
recognized movies ever made in the
community.

Widely regarded by film his-
torians as one of the greatest
achievements of the silent era, “The
General” continues to hold a promi-
nent place in cinema history through
the climactic train crash, which cost
roughly $42,000 approximately
$750,000 in 2026 money, making
it the most expensive single shot
in silent film history. The May 16
screening offered local residents
a chance to see the movie as it
was originally intended, on the big
screen, while supporting the work
of SBMD and the 2026 Bohemia
Mining Days festival scheduled for
July 16-18 in Coiner Park.

SBMD Executive Director
Matthew Hewlett said the screen-
ing plays an important role in

supporting the organization’s work
throughout the year.

“Proceeds from the screening
directly supports our year-round
programming through not only
the Festival, but also the Bohemia
Academy and our media and story-
telling projects,” he said. “Support
from the community helps us keep
the festival admission free and we
hope to keep it that way.”

He said this year’s festival theme,
“Rivers, Rails, and Reels,” was cho-
sen to honor Cottage Grove’s con-
nection to “The General,” making
the screening both a fundraiser and
an early celebration of the story the
festival will highlight in July.

“The General is woven into
Cottage Grove’s identity,” Hewlett
said. “It was not just filmed here.
This community helped create one
of the most important movies of the
silent era.”

Hewlett said the centennial offers
the community a chance to take
pride in its contribution to film
history and to highlight how small
towns can leave a lasting cultural
impact. As a filmmaker, he said he

admires the physicality of Keaton’s
approach.

“Keaton relied on practical
effects, real risk in his stunts, and
most of the time with no safety
nets,” he said. “A true master in his
time and an inspiration to the cau-
tious world we live in today.”

Donations and ticket sales from
the screening strengthens this
year’s fundraising efforts. All pro-
ceeds from the screening support
SBMD’s programs and the 2026
festival. Hewlett encourages lovers
of Cottage Grove’s largest event of
the year for the past 67 years to go
to the organization’s website: www.
spiritofbmd.com to learn more about
the year-round heritage nonprofit
organization.

Hewlett said, “Bohemia City is a
beloved mythical place that appears
in Cottage Grove each summer for
only three days a year. We need
greater community support to keep
the festival free to attendees and to
have the financial support we need
to continue offering programs and
activities for people of all ages to
learn about our rich history.

There have been two public
showings of The General thus far to
celebrate the movie’s centennial. On
April 20, it was the first of the Axe
and Fiddle’s Monday Movie Night.
The July Bohemia Mining Days
festival brings the Rivers, Rails,
Reels theme into the center of the
community’s summer celebration,
connecting the festival’s heritage
programming with the story of the
1926 production. Hewlett said the
theme is intended to help residents
rediscover the film’s local roots and
to build momentum for the larger
anniversary events still to come in
2027.

The year-long recognition cul-
minates in the Official Community
Celebration from August 27 through
30, hosted by the Cottage Grove
Historical Society in partnership
with the Damfinos Society, the
international Buster Keaton fan
organization. Supported by a recent
$5,000 grant from the Woodard
Family Foundation, the four-day
gathering is expected to bring about
100 Damfinos members to Cottage
Grove for a convention focused on
the film’s legacy and the commu-
nity’s role in its production.

The August celebration will
include film screenings, a luncheon,
a full day of speakers and presenta-
tions, heritage programming, and
a Friday night dinner and dance at
the historic Odd Fellows Lodge.
Organizers say the event is intended
to highlight Cottage Grove’s place
in early American filmmaking
and to welcome visitors who are

See EVENTS Page 6

Parking
ordinance
adjusted,
enforcement
challenging

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Even though city officials have
adjusted the Cottage Grove Parking
Ordinance following citizens con-
cerns, there will be challenges in
enforcing the revised restrictions.

Police Chief Cory Chase gives
us this update in the following con-
versation with the Cottage Grove
Sentinel.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: What
are the changes in the city’s park-
ing ordinance, when do they take
effect, and why are these changes
necessary?

Chief Cory Chase: The follow-
ing city code has been amended by
the passage of Ordinance No. 3207
which was adopted by the City
Council on March 23, 2026. The
time limit has been changed from
72 hours to 24 hours. The ordinance
took effect 30 days after it was
adopted. The change was necessary
to allow a more efficient process for
the police department to better deal
with chronic parking violations.

PREVIOUS CODE

10.20.050 Storage of motor vehi-
cles on streets.

No person shall store, park or
permit to be parked a motor vehicle,
recreation vehicle, boat or trailer
upon any street or public right-
of-way for a period in excess of
seventy-two hours. A motor vehicle,
recreation vehicle, boat or trailer
which is not operable due to flat
tires, damage or other apparent
condition under which a reason-
able person would conclude that the
property is inoperable or immov-
able may be considered abandoned
and subject to the provisions of
ORS 819.110 related to citation and
removal. Moving of a vehicle within
the same block or equivalent dis-
tance shall not extend the time limits
for parking. (Ord. 3038 (Exh. A)
(part), 2013)

10.20.060 Prohibited storage of
personal property.

No person shall store or permit
to be stored any personal property
on any street or public right-of-way
for a period in excess of seventy-two
consecutive hours. (Ord. 3038 (Exh.
A)(part), 2013)

NEW CODE

10.20.050 Storage of motor vehi-
cles on streets

A. No person shall store, park or
permit to be parked a motor vehicle,
recreation vehicle, boat or trailer
upon any street or public right-of-
way for a period in excess of twenty-
four hours. A motor vehicle, recre-
ational vehicle, boat or trailer which
is not operable due to flat tires,
damage or other apparent condition
under which a reasonable person
would conclude that the property is
inoperable, or immovable may be
considered abandoned and subject
to the provisions ofORS 8§19. 110
related to citation and removal.

B. Once a motor vehicle, recre-
ation vehicle, boat or trailer has
been parked for the maximum park-
ing time limit, that motor vehicle,
recreational vehicle, boat or trailer
must be moved at least two blocks

See PARKING Page 6
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A CLOSER LOOK

Bus evacuated due to ‘disorderly passenger’

The Following information
is from the Cottage Grove
Facebook’s Weekly Update.

- An overdue but well-
deserved swearing-in
ceremony was held this
past week to celebrate
Derek Carlton’s promotion
from Officer to Sergeant.
Congratulations, Sergeant
Carlton!

- Thank you KZEL for
including us as part of their
First Responder Friday
and delivering pizza from
Coburg Pizza Company and
sweet treats from Nothing
Bundt Cakes.

- This past week, Officers
Blalack, Israel, and Buckland
traveled to Bend, to attend
an 8-hour Bike Patrol Course
hosted by the Bend Police
Department.

Officers trained along-
side and were instructed by
members of Bend Police
Department, as well as per-
sonnel from Redmond Police
Department - OR, Lincoln
City Police Department,
and the Deschutes County
Sheriff’s Office Oregon
while learning the skills
needed for effective bike
patrol operations.

Training included slow-
speed balance drills, obstacle
navigation involving stairs
and curbs, emergency

braking, patrol tactics, dis-
mounts, suspect contact tech-
niques, and riding in high
pedestrian traffic environ-
ments. Officers rode approxi-
mately 12 miles throughout
the course and completed
multiple multi-mile patrol
rides through various areas
of Bend, giving officers real-
world experience operating
bicycles in urban environ-
ments, parks, and traffic
conditions similar to what
they may encounter while on
patrol in Cottage Grove.

This training marks the
creation of the Cottage
Grove Police Department’s
new Bike Patrol Program,
with Officers Blalack, Israel,
and Buckland serving as
the department’s bike patrol
team. The program will
help increase officer acces-
sibility, improve community
engagement, and enhance
patrol capabilities in parks,
downtown areas, community
events, and other locations
less accessible by patrol
vehicle. Be sure to say hi
when you see them patrol-
ling this weekend during
the Grand Opening of Main
Street.

A big thank you to Bend
Police Department for host-
ing the course and providing

excellent instruction through-
out the day.

- Officers responded to the
area of S 6th for a disorderly
subject who was evicted
from a trailer at the location,
throwing paint on it.

When officers arrived,
the female was on top of
the trailer, refusing to come
down, and becoming elevated
and breaking items on top
of the roof. Multiple com-
mands were communicated
to the female, which took
approximately 30-45 min-
utes to safely get her down

from the roof. She was taken
into custody immediately
and transported to the Lane
County Jail to be lodged on
charges of Criminal Trespass
in the Second Degree (ORS
164.245) and Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree (ORS 166.025).

- In the early morning
hours, officers were patrol-
ling the Gateway Plaza,
where anyone who is in the
area after business hours
would be considered tres-
passing. A male subject was
found behind the businesses,

well after regular business
hours, and a person stop was
initiated. Dispatch performed
a records check and deter-
mined there was an active
warrant for his arrest out of
Eugene Police Department.
The male was transported
and lodged at the Lane
County Jail.

- Officers responded to a
single-vehicle motor vehicle
crash on Row River Road
near Downes Lane after
reports a vehicle had left the
roadway and crashed into a
residential yard.

Initial information indi-
cated the driver swerved to
avoid an oncoming vehicle
that had allegedly crossed
into her lane of travel. Upon
arrival, officers observed a
heavily damaged vehicle that
had gone through a fence and
struck a tree, causing sig-
nificant damage to both the
vehicle and property.

Officers assisted South
Lane Fire and Rescue per-
sonnel with gaining access
to and extricating the driver
from the vehicle. The driver
was then transported by
ambulance to Riverbend for
medical treatment. Officers
remained on scene assisting
with traffic control and scene
safety before briefly assist-
ing Lane County Sheriff’s

The police blotter relates
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime
are presumed innocent until
proven guilty. Information
printed is preliminary and
subject to change.

For specific details about
cases listed, contact the
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY, MAY 4

01:45: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Cooper/10th

05:15: Suicidal subject,
800 block Gateway Blvd.

08:23: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

09:14: Tllegal camping,
3300 block Row River Rd.

09:51: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 1300 block Birch Ave.

11:21: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Harvey/16th

11:46: Disturbance, 600
block N. Douglas St.

14:00: Sex crime, 1600
block Anthony Ave.

POLICE BLOTTER

Office deputies with the
investigation.

- Officers responded to
Walmart near the LTD bus
stop to assist LTD personnel
with removing a disorderly
male subject from a bus who
was causing issues and refus-
ing to cooperate with staff.

Officers contacted the
male and learned he had two
active Eugene Municipal
Court warrants, including
warrants related to Menacing
and Disorderly Conduct with
officer safety alerts attached,
as well as an additional
Cottage Grove Municipal
Court warrant. During the
course of the investiga-
tion, officers developed
additional probable cause
to arrest him for Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree and Interfering with
Public Transportation (ORS
166.116) based on his dis-
ruptive behavior aboard the
bus.

Due to the male subjects’
actions, passengers were
forced to completely disem-
bark the bus. The subject
was ultimately taken into
custody without further inci-
dent and transported to the
Lane County Jail, where he
was lodged on his warrants
and the newly developed
charges.

14:21: Suspicious sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

14:37: Trespass, 800
block N. Douglas St.

16:24: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 1500 block Ash Ave.

21:10: Disturbance,
80000 block Hwy 99

22:23: DUII, 1200 block
S. River Rd.

22:58: Unlawful entry
into a motor vehicle, 1600
block S. 6th St.

23:39: Criminal mischief,
Harvey/19th

TUESDAY, MAY 5

08:01: Criminal mischief,
1300 block S. 8th St.

09:23: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 800 block S. 6th St.

10:22: Vicious dog, 1200
block S. 7th St.

11:12: Dog at large, 1200
block S. 7th St.

12:22: Hit and run,
Gateway/Main

13:11: Motor vehicle
crash, 34000 block Row
River Rd.

13:34: Criminal mischief,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

16:50: Dog at large, 700
block E. Gibbs Ave.

19:18: Motor vehicle
theft, 14th/Harvey

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

H Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.
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19:49: Trespass, 100
block Village Dr.

20:05: Disorderly sub-
ject, 900 block S. 6th St.

22:56: Nuisance, 1300
block Birch Ave.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6

05:48: Illegal camping,
400 block E. Main St.

09:05: Illegal camping,
S. River Rd/Whitman

09:33: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Jefferson/2nd

09:56: Theft, 1300 block
S. River Rd.

09:59: Theft, 2200 block
Ibsen Ave.

10:27: Disturbance, 1500
block E. Main St.

14:47: Criminal mischief,
600 block E. Main St.

14:55: Trespass, 1700
block Parks Rd.

18:10: Fire, 33000 block
Molitor Hill Rd.

18:17: Nuisance, 1800
block Clark Ave.

19:11: Criminal mischief,
7th/Taylor

15:59: Disturbance, 1800
block Harvey Rd.

21:03: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1800 block W. Main
St.

23:05: Warrant service,
1000 block E. Main St.

THURSDAY, MAY 7

02:18: Warrant service,
200 block Gateway Blvd.

02:22: Agency assist,
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

09:33: Tllegal parking, R/
Carnegie

11:37: Fraud, 1400 block
Daugherty Ave.

12:50: Dog at large, 300
block Gateway Blvd.

14:21: Animal info, 1800
block Harvey Rd.

14:23: Criminal mischief,
99/Main

14:40: Mental subject,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

14:45: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1800 block Harvey
Rd.

15:58: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th St.

16:14: Dog at large, 1000
block E. Main St.

17:25: Harassment, 1300
block Ash Ave.

17:42: Juvenile trouble,
100 block S. 10th St.

18:13: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

18:49: Trespass, 1300
block Pennoyer Ave.

19:32: Fire, 700 block
Hwy 99

21:19: Disturbance,
Harvey/19th

FRIDAY, MAY 8

02:24: Suspicious con-
dition, 1100 block E.
Harrison Ave.

03:38: Nuisance, 200
block S. 11th St.

05:36: Repo, 500 block
S. 15th St.
06:10: Motor vehicle
theft, 500 block S. 15th St.
07:06: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th St.
07:28: Warrant service,
1300 block E. Main St.

07:55: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

08:44: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

08:51: Juvenile trouble,
1500 block S. 4th St.

10:04: Found dog, 700
block South R St.

10:18: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Harvey/19th

12:48: Alarm, 600 block
E. Main St.

13:49: Harassment, 1100
block E. Harrison Ave.

13:51: Trespass, 200
block Palmer Ave.

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY

or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.
Your caregiver gets paid same day!

bl ¢

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

v' FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

GENERAC

#1standby
generator
worldwide.

Get whole-home

ot

power, automatically. l‘ _‘

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule

your free quote today!

13:54: Theft, 1200 block
E. Main St.

15:09: Disturbance, 1000
block S. 4th St.

16:06: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Pennoyer/99

17:36: Illegal camping,
1100 block E. Main St.

18:21: Trespass, 2400
block Bennet Creek Rd.

22:56: Harassment, 1300
block S. 8th St.

23:15: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1100 block Hwy 99

23:23: Barking dog, 1100
block S. 4th St.

SATURDAY, MAY 9

00:46: Nuisance, 1100
block S. 4th St.

01:36: Dog at large, 400
block E. Main St.

01:46: Warrant service,
700 block E. Gibbs Ave.

03:01: Suicidal subject,
1100 block S. 2nd St.

07:50: Warrant service,
N.Douglas/Ostrander

09:52: Disorderly sub-
ject, 900 block Row River
Rd.

09:58: Agency assist,
34000 block Row River
Rd.

10:23: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Gibbs/9th

12:53: Juvenile trouble,
1100 block Ostrander Ln.

14:12: Disorderly sub-
ject, 900 block W. Main St.

15:03: Juvenile trouble,
5th/Main

16:41: Suspicious sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

17:05: Found dog, 700
block South R St.

17:26: Juvenile trouble,
1700 block Hwy 99

18:17: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block N. 16th St.

18:21: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1100 block Hillside
Dr.

18:21: Warrant service,
1200 block Gateway Blvd.
21:02: Fire, 600 block

Hughes St.

21:09: Warrant service,
200 block N. 12th St.

23:18: Suspicious sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

SUNDAY, MAY 10

03:13: Nuisance, 400
block North J St.

04:10: Repo, 1400 block
W. Harrison Ave.

07:26: Motor vehicle
crash, 200 block N.
Douglas St.

11:10: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 100 block N. 16th St.

16:41: Juvenile trouble,
1300 block E. Main St.

17:42: Barking dog, 800
block Pierce Ave.

18:35: Warrant service,
Row River Rd/I5

20:26: Wanted subject,
2400 block E. Main St.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MAY 20

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Pinochle
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center.
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Acoustic Jam with Gregg
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewing.

* “Reversing High
Blood Pressure Naturally
Workshop” 7-8:30 p.m.
Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

e Jackson’s Pub Games
with live music by Bradly
Shepherd. 6-8 p.m. Cottage
Grove Public Market.

*. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

* Elks Lodge Bingo. Early
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge,
775 N. River Rd.

MAY 21

* T.O.PS. Club. 9:30-11
a.m. Delight Valley Church
of Christ, Saginaw.

* Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m.
CG Public Library.

* Teen Gaming. 4 p.m. CG
Public Library.

e Community Center Table
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Community
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Bread Club. 5-7 p.m. CG
Public Market

* Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447
Hwy 99N.

¢ Bradly Shepherd &
Friends (country, blues, rock).
5-7:30 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewery

e Stone Hart (rock). 6-8
p.m. CG Public Market.

* Blessed Relief (Jazz) 6-9
p-.m. Coast Fork Brewery

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Splash of color on W. Harrison Avenue in Cottage Grove.

¢ Chasing Ebenezer (world
folk/rock). 8-10 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle.

MAY 22
e Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG
Public Library.

* American Legion Bingo.
5-7 p.m. American Legion
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

* Elks Lodge Fish Fry
Community Dinner. 5:30-7
p.m.

o Saginaw Vineyard Friday
Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 80247
Delight Valley School Rd.

e Jackson’s Pub Karaoke
Night. 6:30 p.m. CG Public
Market

* Hank Shreve Band
(blues). 6:30-9:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewery.

* Weekly Pool Tournament.
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5
entry; BCA rules.

* GlitzKrieg & Callow
Ruse (alt rock, glam, metal,
hard rock) 8-10 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle.

MAY 23

e Share Fair USA. 9 a.m.
1133 E. Main St. (free stuff
giveaway behind Dirt Cheap
Copies)

* South Valley Farmers
Market. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 7th
and Main Street

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 4-10 p.m. 740 Row
River Rd.

* Armed Forces Night
(past and present free gen-
eral admission) 6 p.m. CG
Speedway.

* Skip Jones and The Spirit
of New Orleans. (boogie
woogie blues) 6-9 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewery.

* AlAnon “Courage to
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair
Room. City Hall.

* Panda Conspiracy (grove,
ska, roots) 8-10 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle.

MAY 24

* The Regulars
(Americana). 1-3 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewing.

* VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m.
VFW Post 3473. 3160
Hillside Dr.

* South Valley Athletics
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

e Caveman Dave.
(Americana, blues, jazz). 6-8
p-m. Axe and Fiddle.

MAY 25

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 1-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove
Community Center.

* The Regulars
(Americana) 1-3 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewery.

MAY 26

e Ukulele Club (for adults)
9 a.m. CG Public Library.

* Bilingual Story Time. 5
p-m. CG Public Library.

* Trivia & Games with
Gerald and Cribbage with
Ted. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

* Science on Tap. Topic:
“Planting by the Moon” 5-7
p-m. Axe and Fiddle.

e Trinity Lutheran Free
Take-Out Dinner. 5:15-6:15
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

City schedules annual Preparedness Fair

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The City of Cottage
Grove is celebrating its 10th
Emergency Preparedness
Fair, which is scheduled from
11 am. to 2 p.m. August 1 at
Coiner Park.

“This marks a decade of
efforts to educate the com-
munity of how to effectively
prepare, react and recover
from any potential disasters
in our area,” Cottage Grove
Associate Planner Jeremy

Means said. “The Fair is an
occasion to engage with the
community, provide the pub-
lic with opportunities to con-
nect with vital service provid-
ers, and offer prizes that help
them prepare for a multitude
of disasters that may occur.”
The August event illus-
trates the 7th year of collabo-
ration with Party in the Park.
The partnership regularly
draws over 2,000 individuals
to this event and is educa-
tional and fun for all ages,
according to Means. The

participating organizations
and agencies provide free
food and a children’s enter-
tainment area that includes
additional games, prizes, free
backpacks, and a bounce
house!

If you’d like to be a
vendor, contact the City
of Cottage Grove for an
application.

“If you’d like to donate
an item for the raffle, we are
looking for items that are
geared towards emergency
preparedness, resiliency, or

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cotton Candy went fast during the 2025 Fair.
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gift cards are also appreci-
ated. If you can’t participate
or donate this year but you
want to be involved next
year, please send me an email
so I can add your contact
information to our master
list.”

If you would like to partic-
ipate this year, please contact

Associate Planner Jeremy
Means, Associate Planner at
the City of Cottage Grove. If
you’d prefer to donate, you
may call, email or text Means
and the city will pick up the
donation. You may also drop
the donations off at Cottage
Grove City Hall, located at

400 E. Main Street in Cottage
Grove,

“Please let us know if
you’d like to participate or
donate by July 17,” Means
said. “We look forward to
another successful Emergency
Preparedness Fair and hope
that you will be willing to
take part by participating.”
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OBITUARIES/NEWS

Clinton William Conley, 88, was born in
Thermalito, California on December 25,
1937, to parents Ray and Alyce. He died
peacefully at home in Creswell, Oregon on
April 20, 2026.

A lifelong artist, Clinton shared his passion
for creative arts with high school, college,
and adult education students throughout
a rich, four-decade career. An artist of
transparent media, he produced award-
winning landscape watercolor paintings.
Intrigued by the glorious impact of sunlight
streaming through colored glass, he
designed monumental stained glass window
installations for churches, schools, hospitals,
and homes across the US and beyond, well
into his 80’s.

A man of deeply held faith, Clinton was
an avid gardener, savored experiencing new
flavors, and loved people! A good-natured,
eternal optimist, “why not?” was a favorite
response to questions. A dedicated, tireless
worker energized by projects and ideas, he

Clinton W. Conley

12/25/1937 - 4/20/2026

fully lived his colorful life.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00
pm on May 30, 2026, at the Pleasant Hill,
Oregon Seventh-day Adventist Church,
35549 Zephyr Way. Memorial donations
may be made to Emerald Christian Academy.
He is survived by his wife of nearly 65 years,
Lavonne, sister Marlene, daughters Tamara
and Teresa, grandchildren Vincent and
Victoria, and four great-grandchildren.

Clinton “Ed” E. Dilbeck,
70, of Cottage Grove,
Oregon, passed away on
April 26, 2026. He was [
born on August 25,1955, in [§
Sherman, Texas, to Clinton @
Jr. and Margaret L. (Lewis) g
Dilbeck.

Ed worked as an irrigation
and landscaping specialist,
a job he enjoyed. His heart
was filled with wonder
and joy as he immersed

%

Clinton “Ed” E. Dilbeck

August 25,1955 - Aprll 26,2026

] He also enjoyed working

‘| homemade knives, bows

A life partner of 45 vyears,

himself in the serenity of nature and
the great outdoors. Where he cherished
hiking, fishing, camping, hunting and
gold panning with his family and friends.
With unbridled enthusiasm, he would
share tales of conquering mountain
summits and following elusive elk trails.

grandchildren, three great-grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild on the way.

No services will be held at this time.

Arrangements are in the care of
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and
Crematorium.

on  vehicles, crafting

He is survived by his

Clydena Bell; his parents,
Clinton and Beverly, of
Coleman; his children,
Jason,  Annette, April,
and David; his siblings,
DeAnn, Kevin, Rob, and
Renata; and his adored 11

DEATH NOTICE

A Celebration of Life
for Angus “Mac” Clive
MacDonald will be held on
Saturday, May 23, 2026 at
2:00pm at the Cottage Grove

Elks Lodge 755 N. River
Rd., Cottage Grove, Oregon.
Arrangements are in the care
of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral
Chapel.
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As drought worsens, Western states
brace for wildfires, water shortages

ALEX BROWN
Oregon Capital Chronicle

From the Rockies to
the Cascades to the Sierra
Nevada, mountainsides
across the West are sparsely
covered by the snow that
usually blankets the high
country well into the
summer.

That snowpack is like a
savings account that the West
draws on when the hot, dry
months arrive. It moistens
the landscape as it melts,
lessening the risk of severe
wildfire. The runoff feeds
into river basins, and the
swelling waterways provide
power to hydroelectric dams,
irrigation to farmers and
drinking water to cities.

This year, Western states
are heading into the sum-
mer with a desperately low
balance — threatening wild-
fires, drinking water, crops,
electricity and more.

“This has been an
extremely poor year,” said
Sharon Megdal, director
of the Water Resources
Research Center, a research
unit at the University of
Arizona. “This has gotten a
lot of people concerned and
alarmed.”

While a late-season storm
brought heavy snow to parts
of the Rockies this month,
the region remains in a deep
snowpack deficit.

As warmer weather
arrives, states are prepar-
ing for a dangerous wildfire
season across the drought-
stricken West. Farmers and
cities are bracing for poten-
tial cutbacks in their water
allocations from rivers that
have less to give. Fisheries
managers are watching for
low river flows that could
threaten vital salmon runs.
And worsening conditions
could threaten the supply of
hydropower that provides
cheap, clean electricity to
many Western states.

A hot, dry winter

Across nearly the entire
West, states spent the winter

waiting for snow that rarely
arrived. Ski resorts lost
millions of visitors as they
struggled to stay open. Then
in March, a record-breaking
heat wave settled across the
region, shrinking the already
paltry snowpack.

“It’s unheard of,” Megdal
said. “Things were already
looking bad in January, but
if you follow the projections,
they had to keep revising the
numbers downward because
the snow just never came
and we had this hugely hot
period in March.”

The federal National Water
and Climate Center produces
a real-time map showing the
snow water equivalent in
river basins across the coun-
try — a measurement of how
much moisture is being held
in those mountaintop savings
accounts.

The majority of the West
is bright red, indicating that
snowpack is at less than
50% of the median level for
this time of year. Yellow
and orange cover most of
the remaining areas, show-
ing regions that are still well
below the median.

The most recent U.S.
Drought Monitor map shows
most of the country in abnor-
mally dry or drought condi-
tions, aside from the Great
Lakes region and some other
parts of the Midwest.

Wildfire

For many Western states,
the most imminent threat
from the dry winter is the
prospect of a dangerous
wildfire season.

Already, wildfires in
Nebraska have burned hun-
dreds of thousands of acres,
shattering records and setting
the stage for a record wild-
fire year.

The wildland fire out-
look maps produced by the
National Interagency Fire
Center show above-normal
fire risk spreading across
much of the West by June
and July.
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“There’s a lot of red on
the map,” said Matthew
Dehr, wildland fire meteo-
rologist with the Washington
state Department of Natural
Resources.

Dave Upthegrove,
Washington’s public lands
commissioner, said his
agency is preparing for fire
season as normal but with
a heightened awareness
that this summer could be
demanding. He’s focused on
educating residents about
the risks, noting that 90% of
wildfires in Washington are
caused by humans.

“What we’re likely to see
are wildfires moving more
quickly through forests,” he
said. “When we do have a
large fire event, it’s likely
to move faster, be more
significant.”

He also noted that this
year is Washington’s fourth
consecutive year of drought
conditions, making trees
more susceptible to diseases
and pests and compounding
wildfire risk.

Dehr said spring rains
could provide a bit of a buf-
fer before the heat of July
and August, but a recent
stretch of sunny weeks has
yet to provide relief.

Upthegrove noted that the
challenging conditions across
much of the West could
make it more difficult for
states to send wildfire crews
to each other’s aid, if many
states are battling big blazes
simultaneously.

“As the climate crisis
pushes a forest health crisis
pushes a wildfire crisis, it’s
going to stress the whole
system, not just in our state,”
he said.

Low water supplies

Many Western states also
rely on snowpack to feed riv-
ers that provide irrigation for
farming and the water sup-
ply for cities. In particular,
the Colorado River provides
water for tens of millions of
people across seven states, a
region that has grown even
as the river’s supply has
dwindled in recent decades.
Reservoirs that were full at
the turn of the century are
now nearing critically low
levels.

“There hasn’t been enough
flow in the river to meet all
these expected demands,
even in the good years,” said
Megdal, the water researcher.
“We’ve used up our savings
and storage, so now what do
we do?”

Water allocations for
states, tribes and farmers in
the region are governed by
a complicated and fiercely
contested system known as
the Colorado River Compact.
In recent years, cutbacks due
to the low supply reduced
the water allocation for cen-
tral Arizona, including all
of the water for agricultural
users.

Now, states are fighting
over even less water and
struggling to negotiate who
should bear the cost. Last
week, Arizona, California
and Nevada submitted a
proposal to federal officials
that would impose further

cutbacks over the next two
years in order to buy time
for a longer-term deal.

“It’s turning out to be very
hard to get the states to agree
on how to slice up a much
smaller pie,” Megdal said.
“There are scenarios that are
not zero probability that are
catastrophic to the region.”

If the states are unable
to reach an agreement,
allocation for the river’s
diminished water will be
determined by federal regu-
lators under the “law of the
river.” Cutbacks imposed by
the feds could fall heavily
on central Arizona, Megdal
said, cutting the supply for
Phoenix, Tucson and some
tribal nations.

Such uncertainty in the
Colorado River basin and
elsewhere “leaves farm-
ers making planting deci-
sions now without knowing
whether sufficient water
will be available to carry
crops through harvest,” the
American Farm Bureau
Federation wrote in an April
report.

The lack of water could
force farmers to remove
trees or vineyards, the Farm
Bureau noted, or reduce
cattle herds if the parched
landscape does not supply
enough forage.

Meanwhile, rivers running
at a slow trickle could reduce
the hydroelectric power
produced by dams across
the West. Across 13 Western
states, hydropower accounts
for nearly a quarter of elec-
trical generation.

The Glen Canyon Dam in
Arizona, which forms Lake
Powell, produces about 5
billion kilowatt-hours of
electricity each year, enough
to power nearly half a mil-
lion homes. But the lake
level may soon fall below
a threshold from which the
dam can no longer generate
power.

“Hydropower is so incred-
ibly important because it
has been the lowest-cost
power for many in the
West,” Megdal said. “There
are big implications for the
energy grid and the cost of
electricity.”

Stateline reporter Alex
Brown can be reached at
abrown@stateline.org.

This story was originally
produced by Stateline, which
is part of States Newsroom,
a nonprofit news network
which includes Oregon
Capital Chronicle, and is
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as a
501¢(3) public charity.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/05/11/repub/
as-drought-worsens-western-
states-brace-for-wildfires-
water-shortages/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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FOREST STUDY

Forest restoration, spotted
owl conservation can work
together, study finds

SEAN NEALON
Cottage Grove Senti-
nel Guest Article

Restoring dry forests in the
Pacific Northwest, shaped
by frequent low-intensity
fire and widely spaced trees,
often means thinning dense
stands that accumulated after
decades of fire suppression.

This can make forests
healthier and more resilient to
wildfire, but it can raise con-
cerns about protecting wild-
life that depend on dense tree
cover, including the northern
spotted owl.

A new study by researchers
at Oregon State University
and the U.S. Forest Service
and just published in Forest
Ecology & Management, sug-
gests that restoration of land-
scapes that historically burned
frequently through planned,
controlled fire does not have
to conflict with spotted owl
conservation.

The study, led by Jeremy
Rockweit, a postdoctoral
student at Oregon State, iden-
tified forest areas used by
the northern spotted owl for
nesting and roosting that were
more and less likely to persist
through fire. They have now
incorporated their findings
into maps that could help
land managers decide what
areas of the landscape would
benefit from a light or heavy-
handed approach to forest
restoration.

“This research is important
for land managers trying to
better balance wildlife conser-
vation and forest restoration,
and shows that protecting
spotted owls and restoring
fire resilient forests don’t
have to be competing goals,”
said Rockweit, who prior
to earning his doctorate at
Oregon State spent 17 years
monitoring spotted owls in
California and Oregon.

Before European settle-
ment, western U.S. land-
scapes adapted to frequent
fire were shaped and sus-
tained by repeated burning.
At this time, areas that previ-
ously burned at lower sever-
ity tended to reburn at lower
severity and areas previously

burned at higher severity
tended to reburn at higher
severity.

Historically, topogra-
phy played a key role in
determining fire severity
levels. Sheltered locations
near drainage bottoms often
burned less frequently or at
lower severity, supporting
denser stands of closed-
canopy, older forests. Upper
slope areas, which are more
exposed, burned more fre-
quently or at higher severity.

During the last century,
fire suppression has allowed
dense, closed canopy forests
to expand, including to these
upper slope locations and
today’s landscapes are less
resilient and resistant to fire.
This has happened at a time
when fire seasons are getting
longer, hotter and drier.

In the Pacific Northwest,
northern spotted owls, a
federally threatened species
that for decades have been
at the center of controversy
over balancing conserva-
tion and timber production,
tend to nest and roost in
closed-canopy forest. Recent
increases in wildfire activity
in the spotted owl’s range has
become the most significant
threat to old forests used by
spotted owls, research has
found.

For the new study,
researchers combined long-
term spotted owl monitoring
data beginning in the 1980s
and data mapping fires from
1985 to 2022 to identify “fire
refugia” for spotted owls. Fire
refugia are locations within
a burned landscape that burn
less frequently or severely
than the surrounding area
because of their position in
the landscape. They can be
thought of as “islands,” where
old forest structure can be
sustained through multiple
fires to help species and bio-
diversity survive.

The research focused on
two regions: the eastern
Cascades in Washington and
the Klamath in southwestern
Oregon and northwestern
California. The research
team modeled past fires that

Adult and juvenile spotted owls.
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occurred under what research-
ers called moderate and
extreme fire weather condi-
tions, with the different level
determined by temperatures
and wind speeds at the time
of the fires.

They found that forest suit-
able for spotted owl nesting
and roosting was more likely
to persist through fire when
it occurred in those sheltered
locations, whereas nesting
and roosting forest was least
persistent when it occurred
higher upslope, such as along
ridgetops. These patterns
were consistent across both
regions.

“Our maps could be used
by managers to plan resto-
ration-based activities that
benefit landscape resilience
and spotted owl conservation
because spotted owls in these
regions appear to benefit
from some amount of habitat
heterogeneity,” Rockweit
said.

Under extreme fire condi-
tions, the study found that
both regions are expected to
lose suitable spotted owl nest-
ing and roosting habitat.

“These insights have
important implications for
land managers and shift the
focus from a desire to retain
as much nesting and roost-
ing forest as possible to one
of recognizing the inherent
value of ecologically and
topographically diverse land-
scapes for spotted owls,”
Rockweit said.

Co-authors of the paper
are Meg Krawchuk, Oregon
State College of Forestry;
David Bell, U.S. Forest
Service Pacific Northwest
Research Station; Katie
Dugger, Oregon State College
of Agricultural Sciences; and
Damon Lesmeister, Oregon
State and U.S. Forest Service
Pacific Northwest Research
Station.

Sean Nealon is a news
editor at Oregon State
University’s University
Relations and Marketing
Department. He may be
reached at sean.nealon@
oregonstate.edu.

Courtesy photo from Peter Carlson

Will you vote for or against the South
Lane Fire & Rescue District money
measure in the May 19 election?

(1 For 78.6% [ Against 21.4%
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COMMENTARY

On transportation funding,
start with the problem

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Does anyone in Oregon
think Measure 120, sustain-
ing last year’s legislation on
transportation taxes and fees,
will pass? Anyone?

Anyone who does seems to
be well hidden, just like any
supporters of the measure, the
substance of which passed
just last year with majority
support in the legislature and
signature by the governor.

The state’s Democratic
political leadership appears to
have abandoned it completely.
And the Oregon Department
of Transportation, where
most of the money raised is
intended to go, likely isn’t
one of the most popular in
state government.

The only electoral curios-
ity left seems to be how few
voters will opt to uphold
the transportation funding
package.

This month’s election will
not end the story, of course. It
already is beginning anew.

The real question now is
whether Oregon leaders will
try their same policy develop-
ment process yet again, or
approach transportation fund-
ing in a different way that
might generate more public
support.

Actually, passage of
Measure 120 wouldn’t end
the story either. During the
2025 session, this compli-
cated round of transportation
funding started with this base
point (from Democrats at
least): $14.6 billion over 10
years is what was needed to
meet the state’s transportation
needs. The eventual passed
legislation (now in the form
of Measure 120), provided
less than a third of that, $4.3
billion over 10 years. That
scale down doesn’t seem to
be a result of revised esti-
mates of need, but only of
what number could clear the
legislature (as that one did
only barely). So Measure
120, even if passed, would be
far from a panacea.

The question remains what
should be done now, without

even the recent funding ban-
daid in place.

The essential problem
underlying all this is not
hard to understand. Inflation
has hit road construction,
maintenance and repair hard,
and that has combined with
a squeeze on the top source
of revenue for the work:
gas taxes, which are under
downward pressure from
higher-mileage and new elec-
tric vehicles and (especially
recently) overall higher gas
prices.

On April 30, q group called
by Gov. Tina Kotek met to
start considering what to
do next. The committee is
expected to meet monthly
until around the end of the
year.

At its first session, it heard
reports from a variety of
transportation professionals.
An ODOT speaker warned
that soon, without more
funding, the agency may be
reduced to paving interstate
routes and not much else.

An Association of Oregon
Counties speaker said that,
“Without new revenue over
about the next five years,
more than 4,500 miles of
county roads will go without
critical maintenance work and
then will quickly deteriorate
beyond repair.”

Presumably, the group
will come up with a new
set of numbers — some
new collection of taxes and
fees — for delivery to the
2027 legislative session. Its
mission appears to include
finding a new funding model
for Oregon transportation,
which means shifting but also
increasing the state’s taxes,
fees or other money sources.

At that point, once such a
recommendation surfaces, the
legislature presumably will
try to do what it did in the
last (special) session. After
that, some groups of people
in Oregon — especially those
who might wind up paying
more, as someone would have
to — will mobilize against it.

That easily could result
in another referendum in
two years leading to another

dead transportation package.
And Oregon’s transporta-
tion system will continue to
deteriorate.

The best route to an answer
— and the working group
could help lead this — could
be to first clearly and specifi-
cally, in detail, describe the
problem and what will hap-
pen without more funding,
and initially holding off on
the solution.

It’s counterintuitive: The
usual and often the best
approach for governments —
and for columnists too, for
that matter — is to link the
problem and the solution, lest
the problem seem unsolvable.

The deterioration of
Oregon’s roads may be an
exception, because all of the
funding solutions in view
seem vulnerable to the same
criticisms likely to doom
Measure 120.

What if the transportation
group were to focus exclu-
sively, at the beginning, on
defining the nature of the
problem, and at first putting
stabs at a solution on a back
burner?

And then suppose they
took that discussion around
the state, from region to
region, bringing the receipts:
Here is what is likely to hap-
pen locally, over the next
five or ten years, to roadways
in this area if funding isn’t
somehow increased signifi-
cantly. Central to making this
work would be conducting
these efforts as high-profile
and broadly inclusive, as
possible, with local voices
heard at length. The quarter-
million petition signers who
put Measure 120 on the ballot
should be specifically invited.

Then — and only then —
the group should pose the
question: Given this situation,
what do you want to do? Is
it your choice to drive on
deteriorating roads? If not,
then how do you propose to
fix them? Where should the
money come from?
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PARKING

From Page 1

from the original parking
location for at least twenty-
four hours.

10.20.060 Prohibited stor-
age of personal property. No
person shall store or permit to
be stored any personal prop-
erty on any street or public
right-of-way for a period in
excess of twenty-four consecu-
tive hours.

Cottage Grove Sentinel:
What area of the city does the
parking ordinance cover?

EVENTS

From Page 1

traveling specifically to recog-
nize the community’s connec-
tion to Keaton’s work.

Hewlett described the May
screening, the July festival,
and the August conven-
tion, as chapters in the same
larger story. “A century later,
the film still brings people
together,” he said. “This year
gives us a chance to celebrate
our history and share it with
the next generation.”

Follow the Centennial cel-
ebrations online at cgsentinel.
com and in the Wednesday
print editions of The Sentinel.

Chase: The updated city
code covers all areas in the
city limits of Cottage Grove.

Cottage Grove Sentinel:
What potential fines would
violators face under the new
ordinance?

Chase: If the vehicle is
not moved after it has been
tagged, it will be subject to
citation and impound.

The fines could include a
$100 administration fee and
a $35 dollar-per-day storage
fee. The parking fines include
three offenses: A $15 fine for
the first offense. A $30 fine
for the second offense. A third
and/or each additional repeat
offense fine of $45.

Cottage Grove Sentinel:
How is your department going
to enforce the new ordinance?

Chase: While the ordinance
creates some efficiencies in
our process, no additional
staff have been added to
enforce parking violations. We
will be responding to com-
plaints as they come in and as
resources allow. During the
hours when our Community
Service Officer is working,
there may be the ability to
proactively enforce the park-
ing code.

BACKGROUND

During the March 9 regular
public meeting of the Cottage
Grove City Council, discus-
sion centered on a parking
code amendment that would
shorten the city’s current

Courtesy photo

Several cities across the state have established enhanced parking ordinances to deal with long-term
parking or even abandoned recreational vehicles like this one in Tillamook to address citizen's con-

cerns.

72-hour parking limit to 24
hours, a change city staff said
could help address neighbor-
hood concerns but would
come with significant legal
and practical challenges,
according to an earlier
Cottage Grove Sentinel pub-
lished report.

At that march meeting,
Chief Chase presented the
staff report, noting that both

residents and elected officials
have raised concerns about
long term vehicle parking on
city streets. Staff evaluated
several possible revisions
to Cottage Grove Municipal
Ordinance 10.20.050, which
governs how long vehicles
may remain parked in the
public right of way.

Before recommending a
path forward, staff considered

regulating RVs, boats, and
trailers differently from other
vehicles by shortening their
parking limits or prohibiting
them from parking on public
streets altogether. Chase said
those approaches were set
aside because of legal limita-
tions, enforcement impacts,
and the burden they would
place on property owners.

Staff also reviewed the
city of Eugene’s model,
which bans RV parking near
residences and hotels during
overnight hours, but con-
cluded it would not address
Cottage Grove’s complaints
and would be difficult to
implement in a smaller city.

Sentinel Reporter Cindy
Weeldreyer contributed to this
report.
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experience twenty years from
now,” he said. “That is the
responsibility.”

A NATIONAL STORY

Across the country, com-
munities are wrestling with
similar questions. Remote
work has changed commut-
ing patterns, online shopping
has reshaped retail, and many
downtowns are working to
fill vacant storefronts and
upper floors. Some have
struggled to recover. Others
are finding new life by
investing in walkable streets,
historic buildings, and mixed
use spaces that draw people
for more than errands.

Thomas watches these
national trends closely.

“Downtowns all over the
country are trying to figure
out what comes next,” he
said. “The ones that succeed
are the ones that invest in
their historic cores.”

He believes Cottage Grove
is positioned well because it
still has its original buildings
and street grid.

“We still have our
bones,” he said. “A lot of
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communities lost theirs. That
gives us a real advantage.”

TWO BUILDINGS

Thomas owns two build-
ings in the Historic District.
The first came through a
property search and was fully
leased when he purchased it.
It’s tenants are ATA Martial
Arts, Rosebud Consignment,
Seeds and Flint, Pour 818
and Blackett’s Paper Trail.

“I ended up offering on
that building because it
was a good investment,” he
said. “But a primary reason
was that it was in a historic
district.”

The purchase brought him
downtown more often than
ever before. When the second
building on the northeast
corner of Sixth and Main (the
former Pandora’s Box quilt
shop) became available, his
motivation shifted.

“That second property was
not about a turnkey invest-
ment,” he said. “It was a
project I thought I would
enjoy, would benefit from
this great historic district, and
would also be a benefit to it.”

His fully leased building
continues to house a mix
of retail, service, and food
businesses creating a mix

that “makes these places
destinations”.

THE BOHEMIA INN

Thomas’s most ambitious
project is the Bohemia Inn.
The building is undergoing a
multi-phase renovation that
will eventually bring a bou-
tique hotel to the district.

The two story building was
constructed around 1901-
1902 by local brick mason
Charles Hamilton Wallace,
replacing an earlier wood
structure. That first brick
building burned a few years
later, and the current struc-
ture was rebuilt on the same
footprint around 1908-1909
using salvaged materials.
Tenants have ranged from the

Dreamland Theater in 1909 to
Safeway’s first Cottage Grove

location and other retail
stores. Longtime occupants
included Knickerbocker’s
Variety Store, Pandora’s Box
Fabrics, the Moose Lodge,
and the Warren Daugherty
Lumber Company offices.

“The Bohemia Inn proj-
ect will provide a lot of
information on local history
and work with other area
businesses to enhance the
district’s economic vitality,
Thomas said.

”

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541.767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
® “Scripture, Tradition, Reason”

All Welcome

CHURCH

Worship: Sunday 10:30am

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: James D. Boram

COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available
Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ

33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 ¢ Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

9am - Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. » 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages
welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF
PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday - 8:00 am -10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by
appointment

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

541-942-2373

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
TLC Groups

tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033
Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

75 S 4th S ¢ 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &
CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

The ground floor will
include a restaurant, and the
upper floors will offer lodg-
ing for visitors and for local
families hosting guests.

The project has already
seen significant restoration
work. The storefront has been
returned to a period correct
design, and original transom
windows have been exposed
after being hidden behind a
mid-twentieth century facade.
Upcoming phases will reopen
several historic window
openings.

“Historic buildings bring
common challenges like
deferred maintenance,
structural issues, and code

requirements,” he said. “But
I approach all my projects
with the intent of exceeding
historic requirements when
possible.”

Economic shifts since
he purchased the building
have slowed the pace of
construction.

“The progress on the
remodel will be slower than
I like or had initially antici-
pated,” he said. “The project
continues, if slowly.”

DOWNTOWN
COTTAGE GROVE

Thomas joined the
Downtown Cottage Grove
board after purchasing both
buildings. His decision came

A safe

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-888-473-1933

Tested and proven

gutter protection.

o * il

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 rromocode:2es

*Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or

==
'

——

25% off

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

seniors. Cannot be combined with any other

offers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See representative for full warranty details. AR 356920925, AZ RO
,OA 1035795, CT HIC0671520, DC 4.20223E-+11, FL CBCOB6678, 1A G127230, ID ROE-51604, LA 559644, MA 213292, MD MHICTI1225,
26230031

344027,
HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 26230

18,262300173 MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 60145-24,

50146-23, NJ 13VHI3285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218204, PA PAI79643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169446,

VT 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-T63PG, Wi No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.

lv Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids

With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.

Atom X

Courtesy photo
Developer Ryan Thomas is still working on his plans for the 117-year-old
brick building on the corner of Sixth and Main, being redeveloped as a bou-
tique inn with retail and a restaurant at street level.

from his belief in the Main
Street America program and
from a desire to contribute
beyond his construction
company.

“It coincides with a time in
my life where I"ve branched
out from dedicating my time
mostly to my company,” he
said. “I want to serve in areas
where I can learn, contribute,
and support missions I’'m
interested in.”

His appreciation for his-
toric districts goes back to
childhood road trips. He
remembers driving through
historic downtowns and being
intrigued by what once had
been. “There was a mystery
to it all.”

He later learned how
mid-twentieth century shifts
pulled business away from
historic cores. Main Street
America was founded to help
communities reverse that
decline.

“I think most people love
historic districts and want to
see them preserved,” he said.
“It’s expensive though, and it
often does not make the most
business sense.”

Still, he believes the effort
is worth it.

“There is a charm to this
place that cannot be repli-
cated with anything new,” he
said. “These places are part
of our collective history.”

THE LONG VIEW

Thomas often speaks about
the long arc of preserva-
tion and the responsibility
each generation carries. He
believes the work being
done today should ensure
that future residents can
walk down Main Street and
feel the care invested in the
district. The Historic District
has endured for more than a
century, and he sees today’s
efforts as part of ensuring it
lasts the next one.

Follow this developing
story online at cgsentinel.com
and in the Wednesday print

If your congregation would like to be a part of
this worship directory, contact us today!

Call 844-387-1163

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

editions of The Sentinel.
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Contact us today b Y
ta learn more and reach
%  more locol customers! ¥
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541-649-1616

109 700
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES MISC SERVICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New

or remodel, decks, siding, windows,

doors, shops, fences, 541-913-1541
cchi# 239015

Audien Hearing. The world's first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.

Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Gall Audien

1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and text,

starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call VS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
aar, truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
agenerous tax credit for 2025. all
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text

and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power

0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or showerin as little as
one day. For a limited time, waiving

ALL installation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-

tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. Gall
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and
home systems like heating and cooling
can be costly. Ahome warranty plan
c@an help. Start saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Gall Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call

1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 quided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations,

transportation, baggage handling,
sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and select meals.
For a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.

CGS26-125 NOTICE OF BUDGET COM-
MITTEE MEETING ROW RIVER VALLEY
WATER DISTRICT June 4, 2026 @ 6:00
p.m.A public meeting of the Budget
Committee of the Row River Valley Water
District, Lane County, state of Oregon, to
discuss the Budget for the fiscal year July
1,2026, through June 30, 2027, will be
held at the Row River Christian Church,
37533 Row River Road, Dorena, Oregon.

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

The meeting will take place on the 4th day
of June 2026, at 6:00 p.m.The purpose

of the meeting is to receive the Budget
Message, to receive comments from the
public on the Budget, and to review the
past year's budget vs. actual figures. A copy
of the Budget document may be inspected
or obtained after June 4th, 2026, by con-
tacting the Row River Valley Water District
at(541) 946-1250.This is a public meet-

ing where the deliberation of the Budget
Committee will take place. Any person may
appear at the meeting and discuss the
proposed programs. 5/20/26, 5/27126

CGS26-124 NOTICE OF SALE Notice

is hereby given that pursuant to ORS.
87.691,1-105 Secure Storage, LLC, will sell
to the highest bidder, all personal property
located in Units occupied by Ricardo Ale-

jandre Unit C127 David Ellison UnitE110
Joanne Barwig Unit E129 David Vad-
bunker Unit F135 Jim Metzler Unit G288
The sale will occurat 851 52nd Street,
Springfield, Oregon, on June 5, 2026 at
10.00 a.m. All personal property shall be
sold as one lot. Jason Merwin, Manager
1105 Secure Storage, LLC Phone # (541
762-1295)05/13/26,05/20/26

FORM LB-1

NORTH DOUGLAS LIBRARY DISTRICT

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING

CGS26-126

A public meeting of the North Douglas Library District will be held at 6 pm on June 2, 2026 at 205 West A Avenuein Drain, Oregon, at 6 p.m. The previously
advertised date of May 20 is rescheduled to June 2 due to lack of a quorum available. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the budget for thefiscal year
beginning July 1, 2026 as approved by the Budget Committee. A summary of the budget is presented below. A copy of the budget may be inspected or
obtained at 205 West A Avenue between the hoursof1 p.m., and 4 p.m., or online at ndld.org. This budget is for an annual budget period. This budget was
prepared on a basis of accounting that isthe same as the preceding year. For moreinformation contact thelibrary at 541-836-2648 or info@ndld.org

Contact: Miriam Sisson, Library Director

Telephone: (541) 836-2648

Email: info@ndld.org

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - RESOURCES

General Fund Actual Amount Adopted Budget Approved Budget
2024-2025 T'his Year 2025-2026 Next Year 2026-2027

| Beginning Fund Balance/Net Working Capital 55,523 56,000 38,500
All Other Resources Except Current Year Property Taxes 80,415 32,450 45,500
Current Year Property Taxes Estimated to be Received 111,165 110,000 115,000

Total Resources 247,103 198,450 199,000

FINANCIAL SUMMARY - REQUIREMENTS BY OBJECT CLASSIFICATION
Personnel Services 110,943 106,000 113,000
Materials and Services 64,586 69,600 67,500
Contingencies 2,000 2,000 4,000
Unappropriated Ending Balance and Reserved for Future Expendit| 0 19,900 14,500
[ Total Requirements 177,529 197,500 199,000
FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT EMPLOYEES (FTE} BY ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT OR PROGRAM *
FTE | 2.50 2.50 [ 2.50

PROPERTY TAX LEVIES

Rate or Amount [Imposed
2022-2023

Rate or Amount Imposed
This Year 2023-2024

Rate or Amount Approved
Next Year 2024-2025

Permanent Rate Levy

(rate limit .44 per $1,000) 44

44 44

Reduce - Recycle -Reuse

DEADLINE
forall
classified and legal ads
is the Wednesday one
week priortothe
following Wednesday
Publication date.
Adsreceived
after Wednesday 5 p.m.
will not appear until two
weeks later

COTTAGE GROVE

GMC ¢ Chervolet * Chevy Trucke
SALES & SERVICE
2775 Row River Rd ® 541-942-4415

CHEVROLET, INC

ERY OF SERVICE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
« Asbestos - LEAD Base Paint - Mold
Residential & Commercial

- Asbestos « LEAD - Mold

Serving the
Abatement & Inspections

Willamette Valley
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

CCB#193586.

Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial
>

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

ELbr

% 541-942-8577

SALPINE

Heating & Air Conditioning

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC.

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONGTERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shially Dermant - indepandent Agent
Over 30 Years Experience

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

for over 30 Years.
AUTOMOTIVE

TO ADVERTISE

IN THIS

SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

4

{OPERT!

1
Realty

REAL ESTATE « PROPERTY MGMT
WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COWM
Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 L=

MLS

=

FOUNTAIN (BUTTERS uic

Quality Service & Installation * Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style * Pre-painted Steel « Colors
Free Estimates « Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515

Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured * CCB# 169540

Ao D
noRTHWESY 'O

Family owned and operated for over 40 years!
Licensed —~Bonded -Insured « ccb #107081
Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WW W.nolnorthwest.com
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SPORTS

Cottage Grove competes at Stayton Invitational

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lions made the
90-minute trip to Stayton
High School to compete at
the Stayton Invitational on
May 9, and they came away
with strong performances,
including podium placers and
personal bests.

Competing with 20 or
more teams in both the boys
and girls divisions, Cottage
Grove finished in the middle
of the pack. The boys placed
13th of 22 teams, scoring
16.25 points, while the girls
took 11th of 20, scoring 36
points.

Let’s take a look at some
of the standout performances
from the trip to Stayton!

Headlining the results from
the meet for Cottage Grove
was Ella Cardwell’s win-
ning run in the 3000m. The
senior ran a season-best time
of 10:39.63, putting her well
ahead of second place, who
finished more than 30 sec-
onds behind Cardwell. It was
a well-deserved win in what
is shaping up to be a great
final season for her.

Also taking a podium
spot at the meet was Makya
Alsup in the javelin. Alsup
posted a senior season best
mark of 118’ 9, grabbing
silver in Stayton behind
Stayton’s Mila Morley.
Cottage Grove’s final top-
three placer at the meet came

from Carly Knutson in the
800m. Knutson’s sophomore
season has been stellar, and it
continued to be so at Stayton.
Knutson took third with a
time of 2:27.32, which was
.17 off a season best in the
event.

The top placements for the
boys came in the 4x400 relay

and the pole vault. The Lions’

4x400 team of Remington
Sharkey, Bentley Livingston,
Lucas O’Hara, and Micah
Hanke put together a solid
time of 3:36.35, good for
fourth place, finishing four
seconds off third, and eight
seconds behind first place.
In the pole vault, Griffey
Dimock posted a personal
best vault, clearing 11°0” for
the first time in his career.
Now in his junior season,
Dimock’s 11-foot vault

at Stayton was a full foot
higher than any of his reg-
istered marks this season, a
testament to his hard work
throughout the year.

In addition to these high-
flying performances, there
were plenty of personal bests
for both the boys and girls
programs.

For the boys:

* Sophomore Isiah Grogan
posted a personal best in the
100m with a 11.69.

* Freshman Bentley
Livingston outpaced himself
in the 200m with a 23.56.
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The 2025-2026 Cottage Grove Track and Field teams.

¢ Freshman Ezra Seiffert
hurdled his previous best
in the 110m hurdles with a
17.32.

¢ Freshman Aiden Warren
finished with a new best
in the 300m hurdle with a
45.38.

* Senior Jayden Davis
threw a new best mark in the

javelin, throwing the spear
132’ 8”.

For the girls:

¢ Freshman Harmony
Shepherd sped her way to a
new best in the 100m, post-
ing a 13.76.

e Junior Carolyn Reyna
and freshman Harmony
Shepherd each finished in
personal record time in the

200m, with times of 28.33
and 28.79, respectively.

* Senior Jordynn Owens
ran a new best time in the
800m, finishing at 2:57.43.

e Freshmen Kaliyah Ortiz
and Dave Rowan each had
new PRs in the 1500m,
recording times of 5:27.28
and 5:39.50.

Courtesy from the OSAA

¢ Junior Addison Voelkel
had a new best mark in the
triple jump with a measure-
ment of 29’ 10”.

The meet was another
good step as the Lions
approach the Sky Em League
Championships on May?22-
23. Follow results from the
Cottage Grove Track and
Field season at athletic.net.

OBI announces fourth ‘coolest thing made

OREGON BUSINESS
& INDUSTRIES

Oregon Business
& Industry (OBI) has
announced the fourth annual
Coolest Thing Made in
Oregon contest, in which
Oregonians will vote for the
coolest thing manufactured
in the Beaver State.

Finalists will be chosen
from a list of products
nominated by the public. The
nomination window is now

open and will remain open
until July 10.

Learn more about the
contest and nominate prod-
ucts on OBI’s Coolest Thing
Made in Oregon page at
https://oregonbusinessindus-
try.com/coolest-thing-2026/

From the pool of nomi-
nated products, 16 final-
ists will be announced in
September. The finalists
will be placed in a tour-
nament-style bracket, and

Oregonians will engage
in four rounds of voting
to identify a winner. The
winning manufacturer will
receive formal recognition
and, more importantly, enjoy
bragging rights for producing
Oregon’s coolest thing. The
winner will be announced at
OBTI’s Vision Oregon Event
on Oct. 28.

Manufacturing plays
a huge role in Oregon’s
economy. Nearly 180,000

Oregonians worked for
manufacturing businesses
in 2025, and the median
manufacturing job pays
roughly 17% more than jobs
in other sectors, according
to a 2024 ECONorthwest
study. Manufactured goods
accounted for a significant
portion of Oregon’s $28 bil-
lion in exports last year.
Bullseye Glass won the
2025 Coolest Thing Made in
Oregon Contest, following

in Oregon’ contest

Epic Aircraft’s E1000 GX in
2024 and Freres Engineered
Wood’s Mass Ply Panels in
2023.

To qualify for the contest,
products must be manufac-
tured substantially within
Oregon and be legal to buy
in all 50 states. Anyone can
nominate a product, and
manufacturers are encour-
aged to do so. Nobody
knows how cool a product

is more than the people who
make it.

OBI is a statewide asso-
ciation representing busi-
nesses from a wide variety
of industries and from each
of Oregon’s 36 counties. In
addition to being the state-
wide chamber of commerce,
OBI is the state affiliate for
the National Association
of Manufacturers and the
National Retail Federation.

Oregon Health Authority

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

On May 2, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
was notified of a cluster of
severe acute respiratory illness
(SARI) among passengers and
crew of a cruise ship in the
Atlantic Ocean.

The cluster included two
deaths and one critically ill
passenger, whose laboratory

tests confirmed hantavirus.
On May 6, WHO confirmed
that the type of hantavirus
responsible for this outbreak
is the Andes virus. As of May
8, 2026, WHO has reported
eight cases (six confirmed
and two suspected), including
three deaths, according to the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC).
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‘closely monitoring’ cruise ship hantavirus cases

The Oregon Health
Authority’s (OHA) Jonathan
Modie told the Cottage Grove
Sentinel that OHA is “closely
monitoring” the cluster of
Andes virus hantavirus cases
associated with the M/V
Hondius cruise ship.

“The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
has notified Oregon Health
Authority that one Oregon res-
ident has been transported to
the Nebraska Biocontainment
Unit for risk assessment and
monitoring,” Modie said. “All
passengers returning to the
United States will be actively
monitored for new symptoms
by public health through 42
days following their arrival
in Nebraska. No passengers
have returned to Oregon at
this time.”

Hantaviruses can cause
severe disease and typically
infect humans through contact
with rats and mice.

“The Andes virus is a type
of hantavirus that is found
in South America and can
be associated with limited
human-to-human transmission.
The Andes virus is not found
in Oregon,” Modie said.

Media accounts said Central
Oregon oncologist Dr. Stephen
Kornfeld was reportedly on
the quarantined cruise ship
and helped to treat patients on
the vessel.

The following informa-
tion is from the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

The cruise ship departed
from Ushuaia, Argentina, on
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April 1, 2026, and traveled
across the South Atlantic
Ocean, stopping at several
remote locations, including
Antarctica, South Georgia
Island, Tristan da Cunha, Saint
Helena, and Ascension Island.
It carried 147 people (86 pas-
sengers and 61 crew) from 23
different countries. The extent
of their contact with wildlife
before or during the expedi-
tion is unknown.

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) is issuing this Health
Alert Network (HAN) Health
Advisory to inform clinicians
and health departments about
the new cluster of hantavirus
disease cases caused by infec-
tion with Andes virus.

CDC is working with part-
ners (federal government, state
and local and international) on
safely repatriating American
passengers from the cruise
ship to a facility in Nebraska
with specialized medical
capabilities. On May 7, 2026,
CDC sent a team to meet
the cruise ship in the Canary
Islands, Spain following travel
from Cape Verde. The team
is prepared to assess exposure
risk among U.S. passengers
and determine appropriate
monitoring measures.

CDC is also coordinating
with international partners
to align public health guid-
ance and has already issued
health guidance to affected
Americans via the State
Department. The risk to the
public’s health in theUnited
States is considered extremely

CE n-'r'nr:im

low at this time. As a pre-
caution, CDC is working to
increase awareness of the out-
break among travelers, public
health agencies, laboratories,
and healthcare professionals
nationwide.
Hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome

Hantaviruses are a group of
viruses that can cause severe
illness and death. They are
most commonly transmitted
(spread) to humans through
contact with infected rodents
(e.g., urine, droppings, saliva).
Rarely, infection can occur
from rodent bites or scratches.
From 1993 through 2023,
a total of 890 laboratory-
confirmed cases of hantavirus
were reported in the United
States.

In the Americas, hantavi-
ruses can cause hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome (HPS), a

severe and potentially deadly
disease that affects the lungs.
HPS can be life-threatening.
Among patients who have
severe respiratory symptoms,
the case fatality rate has been
estimated at approximately
38%.

Andes virus, confirmed as
the cause of this hantavirus
outbreak, is the only type of
hantavirus that has been docu-
mented to spread from person-
to-person. Although rare,
spread between people has
typically required close, pro-
longed contact with a symp-
tomatic person. This could
include direct physical contact,
prolonged time spent in close
or enclosed spaces, and expo-
sure to the infected person’s
saliva, respiratory secretions,
or other body fluids (e.g., kiss-
ing, sharing utensils, handling
contaminated bedding).

STAPILUS

From Page 5

If the public (and
Republicans) were more
broadly and openly brought
into this process, legisla-
tive candidates — during
the upcoming campaign
season — might be pressured
to weigh in with answers as
well. Out of all this, some-
thing approaching a solution
with public buy-in just might
emerge.

It’s worth a try. For now,
well-meaning efforts devel-
oped from the top down and

through committees all seem
doomed to failure. Leadership
of a different sort seems to be
called for here.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/05/07/on-trans-
portation-funding-start-with-
the-problem/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne Terry
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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