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Election 2026

Rural
priorities
shape
commissioner
race

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Voters will choose next month
between incumbent Heather Buch
and challenger Jake Pelroy in the
East Lane County Commissioner
race, a contest shaped by rural pri-
orities, public safety concerns, and
sharply different views on how the
county should manage growth and
essential services.

The May primary was a three-
way contest, with Jake Pelroy and
Heather Buch separated by only a
few percentage points. Forest sci-
entist Bob Zybach drew about five
percent of the vote, preventing either
frontrunner from reaching a majority
and sending Pelroy and Buch to a
November runoff.

Although the East Lane seat is
elected countywide, both candidates
emphasized the needs of rural com-
munities, small cities, and working
families. The Sentinel asked each
candidate the same three questions
focused on their reasons for running,
support for South Lane communities,
and priorities for the next four years.

HEATHER
BUCH (Incumbent)

Buch describes
herself as a mother,
military spouse,
and former small
business owner.
She is a rural Lane
County resident
who lives in the
Spencer Creek area
south of Eugene. She said the focus
of her reelection campaign is “stand-
ing up for our local communities and
fighting for our fair share.” She is
seeking her third fouryear term, and
said she has led the effort to open a
new rural health center in Cottage
Grove, secured new equipment for
firefighters, and funded rural sheriff
patrols. “I am proud to be endorsed
by former Congressman Peter
DeFazio, Lane County firefighters,
trade unions, and working families
across Lane County.”

Q1: Why are you seeking this
position?

“All Lane County communities
— from Eugene to our small towns,
to our most rural areas — deserve
a voice in county government. I'm
running to make sure no community
is overlooked. I'm proud of the work
that I’ve done on issues like health-
care access, wildfire recovery and
preparedness, and public safety, but
there is so much more to do. One of
my biggest priorities is getting the
new mental health stabilization cen-
ter over the finish line... I will also
continue recovery work from the
Holiday Farm Fire, expand public
safety services, and lower long-term
costs for residents.”

Q2: How will you support small
cities in South Lane County?

“Throughout my time on the
commission, I have been a steadfast
advocate for our smaller com-
munities, and I remain committed
to ensuring they receive their fair
share... My efforts have led to the
opening of the South Lane Health

Heather
Buch

See More Election
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Daisy For Mayor provides fun, but also a downside

JEREMY C. RUARK
CINDY WEELDREYER

Cottage Grove Sentinel

A four-foot candidate is running
for Cottage Grove Mayor.

Local supports have launched
a write-in campaign for Daisy the
dog.

For Cottage Grove resident and
animal lover Stephen Thoemmes
this is not the first time he has
served as campaign manager for
his dog’s bid for public office. He
assisted his previous service dog
Mia, a Carin Terrier, in her bid for
an at-large seat on the City Council
in 2023.

Sadly, after Mia died, Stephen
adopted an abused German
Shepherd rescue dog he named
Daisy, who became his new service
dog. She is somewhat of a celebrity
in town and is warmly greeted in
all of the places they frequent in the
community.

“A few weeks ago, when |
went to city hall and requested
the paperwork to run for Mayor
City Recorder Mindy Roberts took
a second look at us and said, ‘I
remember you.” She told us the fil-
ing deadline was in August but she
could still run as a write-in candi-
date,” he said.

According to Thoemmes, the
reason Daisy is running for Mayor
is because the world is so grim
with people thinking darkly and,
for some, voting is a drudge. It is
against this negative temperature
in the current culture that he wants
her to liven things up. He wants
her candidacy to bring a smile to
people’s faces.

He has purchased on her behalf
campaign buttons, flyers, lawn
signs and even bought an ad in this
week’s Sentinel.

Courtesy photo

Stephen Thoemmes Daisy’s owner is stumping Daisy as a
potential write-in for Cottage Grove Mayor.

“When I say I'm going to do
something, I don’t do things half-
way,” Thoemmes said. “I’'m doing
this because I just want people to be
happy.”

Stephen said he and Daisy share
the same birthday, which they cele-
brate just after election day. He will
be 76 and she will be four. “So, we
have this May-December romance,”
he said with a laugh.

He said he sees the people around
him sad and burdened or locked
into their devices and he wants to
get their attention. He said Daisy’s
bid for Mayor appeals to Cottage
Grove’s better angels and reflects
our town’s humor and the kindness
Grovers show to each other.

“Daisy and I want to keep hope
growing because it is a difficult
thing to hang on to.”

While the deadline to file has
passed for the November election,
Cottage Grove City Recorder Mindy
Roberts said such write-in cam-
paigns are legal.

“But I can tell you that the dog is
not eligible for election,” she said.
“In fact, someone submitted in the
dog’s behalf in 2024. I was able
to respond to the person that had
submitted that the candidacy would
have to be declined because they are
not eligible. They do not meet the
qualifications that are outlined in the
city code. It was really tongue-in-
cheek and fun. I have heard stories

of people writing in, like Mikey
Mouse, things like that, but they are
not going to be counted.”

Roberts said there is a downside
to the Daisy for Mayor write-in
effort.

“If registered voters in the city of
Cottage Grove are deferring their
vote, having fun, to a write-in can-
didate, for an animal or something
like that, it is taking away the vote
for a potential candidate that has
actually submitted their candidacy
for a articular position and someone
who could actually do the job.”

Look for more about Daisy in the
print version of this story in the Oct.
14 editions of the Cottage Grove
Sentinel. The lone human candidate
for Cottage Grove Mayor is Council
President Greg Ervin.

The City of Cottage Grove has
provide a Voters Guide for the Nov.
3 General Election. Find that guide
at: 2026_Local Voters Pamphlet_
Oregon General Election.pub

The Voters’ Pamphlet
can be found
* Visit www.cottagegroveor.
gov and select the quick link on the
right side of the homepage.

* In Person at City Hall, 400 East
Main Street, Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. to
5 p.m.

* Request a copy be mailed
or emailed to you by calling
541-942-5501.

Police to

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The United States Department of
Justice has sent grant award notifica-
tions, totaling more than $4.6 mil-
lion, to organizations and cities in
Oregon, including Cottage Grove, to
continue and enhance their work for
public safety work in Oregon.

The following are the recipients
and their award amounts:

* Liberty House, $1,000,000.00

* City of Gresham-East
Multnomah Outreach Prevention
Intervention, $1,005,000.00

* Oregon CASA Network,
$1,031,000.00

* Oregon Coalition Against
Domestic and Sexual Violence Inc.,
$343,065.00

* City of Beaverton-Behavioral
Health Court, $500,000.00

* City of Cottage Grove-
Cottage-Grove Police Department
$800,000.00.

“I thank these organizations for
their work to keep our communi-
ties safe and congratulate them on
their awards,” U.S. Attorney District
of Oregon Scott E. Bradford said.
“I am thankful the United States
Department of Justice continues to
support this important work and
our partners throughout our Oregon
communities.”

The funds come from Byrne
Discretionary Community Project
Grants/Byrne Discretionary Grants
Program and OVW Fiscal Year
2026 State and Territory Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault.

The work that will be funded
includes:

¢ Increased medical clinic services
to children who are victims of abuse
or neglect.

* Work to prevent and combat
juvenile delinquency, reduce youth
involvement in violent crime, and
strengthen coordinated public safety
efforts for youth and families.

* Behavioral health aimed at curb-
ing recidivism.

¢ Court Appointed Special
Advocates for children removed from
their home due to abuse or neglect.

* Supporting the work to assist
survivors of domestic and sexual
violence.

* Police department fleet modern-
ization aimed at restoring community
trust, and improving public safety.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The $800,000 will be used to replace and modernize the Cot-
tage Grove Police Department fleet.

The Sentinel reached out to
Cottage Grove Police Chief Cory
Chase to gain insight into how his
agency will use the $800,000 grant.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: When
will you receive the grant?

Cory Chase: The grant funding
has been approved and adopted in
the Federal budget. Now that the
funds have been made available
through the application process, we
are working through the process to
begin spending the money and sub-
mitting for reimbursement. I antici-
pate placing orders by the end of the
month.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: How
specifically will your department use
the money and why for that reason?

Chase: The money was applied
for and designated for police fleet
modernization. We will replace our

share $4.6M for public safety

ageing fleet and outfit our vehicles
with new state-of-the-art equipment
including new radios and in-car cam-
era systems. Upgrading the patrol
fleet will allow us to re-purpose
some of the current fleet to the
detectives and other services.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: How
will this grant improve public safety
in Cottage Grove?

Case: It will increase our patrol
capabilities and how we respond to
calls for service. It will also help us
continue to work effectively through-
out the region to assist our commu-
nity partners. We will increase our
ability to obtain and preserve valu-
able video evidence as well as have
modern radios and mobile computers
in our police cars.

Cottage Grove Sentinel: What
other grants is your department seek-
ing and what would those grants
fund?

Chase: We have received grant
funding from the Oregon Department
of Transportation to fund overtime
opportunities for increasing traffic
enforcement. We have also received
grant funding for our ballistic vests.
We will continue to apply for those
grants along with other grants that
we think can help increase our capa-
bilities and our ability to respond to
the needs of the community.

Cottage Grove Sentinel:

Feel free to add any other com-
ments you might have.

Chase: [ appreciate the assistance
we received from Congresswoman
Hoyle’s Office and her support for
this important funding for Cottage
Grove.
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Closer Look

Throwing a can of beer results in arrest
WEEKLY UPDATE

09/28/26 - 10/04/26

COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

The following is from
the Cottage Grove Police
Department’s Weekly Update.

SEPTEMBER 28 -
OCTOBER 4

- During a patrol check
of East Regional Park Boat
Ramp, officers located a
vehicle parked with a male
and female juvenile inside,
after curfew. When the juve-
niles rolled down the win-
dow, officers could see the
vehicle was filled with smoke
and could smell the odor of
marijuana coming from the
window.

After the investigation was
complete, officers gave the
female juvenile a ride home
and released her to a guard-
ian. She was cited for Minor
in Possession of Marijuana
(ORS 475C.317) and was
advised of the juvenile cur-
few. The male juvenile was
transported to the Cottage
Grove Police Department’s
front lobby to wait for his
guardian to arrive from out
of city limits. He was also
issued a citation for Minor
in Possession of Marijuana
(ORS 475C.317) and was
released to his guardian.

- Dispatch received a call
that the reporting party had
just witnessed a male driver
throw what eventually was
determined to be a can of
beer, at a female inside a
travel trailer parked along the
street.

The object hit the female,
who had been sitting next
to the opened window when
the object was thrown. The
witness was able to give
dispatch the license plate
and driver description,
and officers were able to
respond to the registered
owner’s home. The vehicle
in the driveway matched the
description provided. The
male subject was interviewed
and subsequently arrested
for Criminal Mischief in the
Third Degree (ORS 164.345),
Harassment (ORS 166.065),
and Disorderly Conduct in

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime
are presumed innocent
until proven guilty.
Information printed is
preliminary and subject to
change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28
01:33: Suspicious con-
dition, 1800 block E.
Main St.

01:47: Harassment, 400
block E. Main St.

04:14: Repo, 1400
block Clark Ave.

07:46: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 200 block S. 22nd St.
09:02: Wanted subject,
100 block Gateway Blvd.
09:17: Trespass, 700

block Hwy 99
09:39: Disturbance, 500
block North M St.

the Second Degree (ORS
166.025). He was issued a
Citation in Lieu of Custody
for the above-mentioned
charges as well as a Uniform
Traffic Citation for Violation
of the Open Container Law
(ORS 811.170).

- Officers were dispatched
to a report of a motor vehicle
crash at Row River Road
and Gateway Blvd. At the
completion of the investiga-
tion, it was determined that
one of the drivers would be
issued citations for Driving
While Suspended and Driving
Uninsured.

- While assisting with the
above motor vehicle crash,
officers could hear another
crash that occurred around
the I-5 northbound on-ramp.
An officer responded to that
area and found that the crash
involved three vehicles.

A Lane County Sheriff’s
Deputy witnessed the acci-
dent and assisted at the scene.
After the investigation, no
citations were issued and

all vehicles were able to be
removed from the roadway.

- Officers responded to a
report of an intoxicated male
drinking in front of a market.
Officers arrived and contacted
an intoxicated male who was
consuming several alcoholic
beverages. The male did
not understand English, and
officers attempted to use
Language Line, but had been
experiencing some difficul-
ties. A citizen was exiting the
store and overheard the con-
versation between officers,
the translator on the phone,
and the male.

The citizen asked if he
could assist as he spoke
fluent Spanish. The citizen
assisted in identifying the
male and was quickly able to
provide a first and last name,
along with a date of birth.
However, Dispatch advised
the male could not be located
in the system. The male was
detained [CC1.1] for a viola-
tion of Municipal Code and
transported back to the station

10:12: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 3rd/Jefferson

10:13: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 5th/Jefferson

10:14: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 100 block N. Lane St.

10:41: Found dog, 1500
block S. 4th St.

11:16: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 900 block Birch Ave.

11:49: Wanted subject,
1700 block S. 5th St.

11:58: Theft, 700 block
E. Harrison Ave.

12:55: Suspicious con-
dition, 100 block S. 16th
St.

13:58: Wanted subject,
1000 block E. Main St.

14:26: Trespass, 1400
block Birch Ave.

15:49: Suspicious con-
dition, 400 block N. 8th
St.

15:59: Disturbance,
78000 block Mosby Crk
Rd.

17:12: Fire, Harrison/99

18:32: Trespass, 100
block Village Dr.

22:59: Trespass, 100
block N. 16th St.

23:12: Fire, 400 block
Quincy Ave.

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 29

5% OFF

Schedule your appointment Today!

I Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100

Not valid with any other offer.

COTTAGE GROVE
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for fingerprinting to confirm
his identify. After fingerprint-
ing, Oregon State Police was
able to identify the male.

He was provided with a
Citation [CC2.1] for Drinking
in Public (City Ordinance
9.16.010) and released.

- Reports of disorderly
patrons at a local pub were
called in. Officers arrived
and began their investiga-
tion. The suspect had left the
bar prior to officers’ arrival,
but the vehicle was located
shortly after traveling on East
Whiteaker Avenue. The driver
was showing signs of impair-
ment, and a DUII investiga-
tion was conducted.

Officers began their
Standard Field Sobriety Tests
and eventually brought him
into to the Police Department
to provide a breath sample.
The male driver provided
a breath sample of 0.22%
(almost three times the legal
limit). He was issued a
Citation in Lieu of Custody
for Driving Under the
Influence of Intoxicants (ORS
813.010). He was released
and called for an Uber to
transport him and the passen-
ger home.

SEPTEMBER 21 -
SEPTEMBER 27

- A semitruck became
stranded in the middle of
the intersection of Gateway
Blvd. and Row River Road.
Officers assisted in traffic
control until the truck was
able to move and clear the
intersection.

- Officers responded to a
disturbance at a residence
where bricks had been thrown
through a window, breaking
it. During the investigation,
it was determined that one of
the individuals involved had
two warrants for her arrest
out of our agency for Failure
to Appear on charges of DUII
and Criminal Trespass in
the Second-Degree. She was
issued Citations in Lieu of
Custody for both warrants,
advised that her court appear-
ances were mandatory.

ACCIDENTS 7

@ ARRESTS

2]

@ DISTURBANCE 15

@ oun 1

TOTAL CALLS

280

THEFT 3

TRESPASS 8

VEHICLE
. STOPS 12

WELFARE
CHECKS

12

- A disorderly shoplifter
at Walmart was reported
to Dispatch. When officers
arrived on scene, the female
was in the parking lot with
various items she had not
paid for. When officers
advised she was under arrest,
she attempted to flee, throw-
ing some of the items at the
officers.

Officers were able to gain
control of the female, who
continued to yell at the offi-
cers and resist arrest. Once
she was safely placed in the
back of the patrol vehicle,
officers were able to com-
plete their investigation and
eventually transported the
female to the Lane County
Jail.

She was lodged on charges
of Criminal Trespass in the
First Degree (ORS 164 .255),
Theft in the Second Degree
(ORS 164.045), Resisting
Arrest (ORS 162.315),
Escape in the Third

Blotter

01:14: Disturbance,
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

01:58: Disturbance, 100
block Village Dr.

02:21: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

08:34: Suicidal subject,
1200 block E. Main St.

09:42: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

10:12: Hit and run, 100
block S. 6th St.

11:43: Animal info, 100
block Karen Ct.

12:44: Theft, 2200
block Ibsen Ave.

13:13: Fire, 38000
block Row River Rd.

14:11: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

14:19: Theft, 900 block
Row River Rd.

15:54: Motor vehicle
crash, Row River Rd/
Gateway

16:21: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Harvey

18:47: Nuisance,
Main/22nd

18:55: Disturbance, 500
block North M St.

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 30

01:12: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

06:40: Unlawful entry
into a Motor vehicle, 800
block Wilson Ave.

09:28: Suspicious con-
dition, 1700 block Harvey
Rd.

10:07: Welfare check,
5th/Whiteaker

O,

BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

= INSTALLATION’

11:30: Welfare check,
100 block South R St.

11:53: Welfare check,
Hwy 99/Main

14:03: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 700 block S. 8th St.

15:13: Motor vehicle
crash, 300 block Gateway
Blvd.

17:18: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

18:39: Illegal camping,
200 block N. 12th St.

18:50: Drug activity,
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

20:37: Suspicious sub-
ject, 600 block S. 5th St.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER
1

01:29: Fire, 82000 block
Howe Ln.

08:34: Agency assist,
77000 block S. 6th St.

08:36: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1500 block E. Main
St.
08:39: Suspicious condi-
tion, 800 block N. 11th St.
13:45: Found property,
500 block Hwy 99

13:48: Suspicious sub-
ject, 78000 block Thornton
Ln.

15:28: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

17:11: Assault, 1500
block Gateway Blvd.

17:17: Assault, 1100
block Geer Ave.

18:23: Agency assist,
10th/Gibbs

19:54: Juvenile trouble,
1300 block S. River Rd.

20:34: Found property,
100 block S. 10th St.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

FREE

Il ebor and product bahiu, shower or wlkint and wall suround, Tis promation cannot b
combined wih any oberofer. e esticons may apply. This ofler expres 1230726, Each dedlrship

PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 18 Months"

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2026

Gony (844) 847-9778

bl P relly o
Patiptng deders ol ee our daler fordtals. G126 Bath Conces st

Degree (ORS 162.145),
and Disorderly Conduct in
the Second Degree (ORS
166.025).

- Officers assisted the
Lane County Sheriff’s Office
with a plane crash that was
reported to be in a field near
East Saginaw Road and I-5.
Officers located the pilot
lying in the field. Thankfully,
he was conscious and alert.
Medics responded and pro-
vided medical treatment to
the pilot before transporting
him to Riverbend for further
evaluation and treatment.

- The South Lane School
District Bus Barn reported a
male was on top of one of the
Conex boxes and refusing to
leave the property. Officers
arrived on scene and spoke
with the male, attempting to
convince him to come down.
He continued to refuse and
stated that he worked there.

After an extended period,
the male subject agreed to

20:52: Motor vehicle
crash, 800 block Row
River Rd.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2

02:45: Intox subject,
35000 block Seavey Lp
Rd.

03:51: Warrant service,
200 block S. River Rd.

05:58: Fraud, 400 block
E. Main St.

10:14: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 3rd/Jefferson Ave.

17:44: Missing person,
Bryson Crk Trailhead

18:11: Disturbance, 200
block N. 12th St.

18:16: Alarm, 1600
block Clark Ave.

18:42: Nuisance, 200
block N. 12th St.

19:44: Disturbance,
1000 block Taylor Ave.

20:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 400 block N. 14th St.

20:05: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 600 block S. 5th St.

20:31: Dog at large,
1200 block E. Main St.

21:27: Shots fired, Hwy
99/Sweet Ln.

22:27: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block W. Main
St.

23:40: Welfare check,
Whiteaker/Crestview

23:56: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 3
00:19: DUII, 100 block
N. 9th St.

00:34: Welfare check,
200 block Quincy Ave.

00:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 6th/Latham

01:36: Disturbance, 200
block S. River Rd.

01:40: Alarm, 100 block
Hwy 99

08:12: Fire, 38000 block
Row River Rd.

08:29: Disturbance,
Hwy 99/Main

10:10: Fraud, 800 block
Pierce Ave.

10:12: Tllegal parking,
Pennoyer/99

come down. He was advised
that he was under arrest

for Disorderly Conduct in
the Second Degree (ORS
166.025) and Criminal
Trespass in the Second
Degree (ORS 164.245). He
was ultimately transported to
the Lane County Jail to be
lodged on the above-men-
tioned charges. Thank you
to the Lane County Sheriff’s
Office for sending a Deputy
to assist our officers.

- A large verbal disturbance
took place at Lincoln Middle
School during a football
game. An incident occurred
during the game in which
a coach from the opposing
team pushed a referee in
the chest after he disagreed
with a call that was made.
After reviewing video foot-
age taken from witnesses, the
coach was issued a Citation
in Lieu of Custody for
Harassment (ORS 166.065).

13:23: Trespass, 1500
block Gateway Blvd.

13:54: Juvenile trouble,
100 block Village Dr.

15:31: Unlawful entry
into motor vehicle, 100
block S. 10th St.

16:59: Disturbance,
79000 block Grimes Rd.
17:57: Disturbance,
77000 block Mosby Crk

Rd.

18:28: Motor vehicle
crash, Hwy 99/Abbott

18:52: Disturbance,
77000 block Mosby Crk
Rd.

20:12: Overdose, 77000
block Mosby Crk Rd.

23:32: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block E. Main
St.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

01:54: Nuisance, 200
block N. 12th St.

02:00: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

04:40: Motor vehicle
crash, Mosby Crk Rd/
Quaglia Rd.

08:37: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

09:35: Illegal parking,
300 block North J St.

10:49: Found property,
13th/Jefferson

10:52: Disturbance,
1100 block Chestnut Ave.

11:41: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

15:52: Disturbance,
30000 block Kenady Ln.

17:17: Harassment,
1500 block Village Dr.

18:15: Assault, 1300
block E. Main St.

18:43: Found property,
900 block Row River Rd.

19:00: ATL DUII, 200
block N. River Rd.

19:25: Agency assist,
500 block Fillmore Ave.

23:02: Trespass, 1000
block E. Main St.

23:16: Disorderly sub-
ject, 500 block Grant Ave.
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OCTOBER 14

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Pinochle
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center.
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Acoustic Jam with Gregg
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewing.

* Elks Lodge Bingo. Early
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

* Board Game Night with
Ayla. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

OCTOBER 15

* T.O.PS. Club. 9:30-11
a.m. Delight Valley Church
of Christ, Saginaw.

* Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m.
CG Public Library.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

* Community Center Table
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Community
Center.

* Bread Club. 5-7 p.m. CG
Public Market.

* Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447
Hwy 99N.

* Blessed Relief (Jazz). 6-8
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

e Stone Hart (rock). 6-8
p-m. The Public (CG Public
Market).

¢ Cottage Theatre Play:
“The Addams Family

Community Calendar

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel

s 8

A place to rest and enjoy the view in Cottage Grove's Historic District.

Musical”. 7:30 p.m. Adults
$32/Students $20

o Karaoke Night. 9 p.m.-
Close. Bohemian Tavern. 48
N. Ninth St.

OCTOBER 16

* Spooktacular Crafter’s
Market. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Shady Oaks. 77380 Hwy.
99S.

e Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG
Public Library.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

* American Legion Bingo.
5-7 p.m. American Legion
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

¢ Elks Lodge Fundraising
Steak Feed Dinner. 5-6:30
p.m. $14

* Saginaw Vineyard Friday
Night Live. 6-9 p.m.

e Llorona (Latin folk
fusion). 6:30-9:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewery.

* Weekly Pool Tournament.
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5
entry. BCA rules.

* Cottage Theatre Play:
“The Addams Family

Musical”. 7:30 p.m. Adults
$32/Students $20

* Magic Hunks 8-11 p.m.

Axe and Fiddle. Cover:
$18-$35

OCTOBER 17

e Share Fair. 9 a.m. 1133
E. Main St.

* Spooktacular Crafter’s
Market. 10 a.m.~5:30 p.m.
Shady Oaks. 77380 Hwy.
99S.

e South Valley Farmers
Market. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 7th
and Main Street.

* Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

* Big Sue Band (blue-
grass). 6 p.m. The Public (CG
Public Market)

o Alder Street All Stars
(funky Americana). 6:30-9:30
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

* Cottage Theatre Play:
“The Addams Family
Musical”. 7:30 p.m. Adults
$32/Students $20

* McKenzie and The Last
Responders (punk rock).
8-10 p.m. Axe and Fiddle

OCTOBER 18

* Spooktacular Crafter’s
Market. 11 a.m~5 p.m.
Shady Oaks. 77380 Hwy.
99S.

* Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

* South Valley Athletics
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30
p.m. Covered Bridge Brewery

* VFW Bingo. 24 p.m.
VEFW Post 3473. 3160
Hillside Dr.

* Cottage Theatre Play:
“The Addams Family
Musical”. 2:30 p.m. Adults
$32/Students $20

e Ricardo Cardenas (clas-
sical guitarist). 6-8 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle

OCTOBER 19

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 1-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove
Community Center.

* Gardeners Meeting.
5:30-7 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing

¢ South Lane School Board
Meeting. 5:30 p.m. District
Service Office. 455 Adams
Ave.

OCTOBER 20

e Ukulele Club. (for adults)
9 a.m. CG Public Library.

* Bilingual Story Time. 5
p.m. CG Public Library.

e Trinity Lutheran Free
TakeOut Dinner. 5:15-6:15
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

e Elderberry Syrup
Workshop. 5:30 p.m. The
Public (CG Public Market)
$15-$25

* Trivia & Games with
Gerald and Cribbage with
Ted. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

* Poetry Night. 7:30-9:30
p-m. The Cottage Events
Venue. 2915 Row River Rd.

School Board reviews attendance, communication, costs

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The South Lane School
District Board reviewed
attendance efforts, communi-
cation upgrades, enrollment
trends and longterm financial
planning during a session
Monday, Oct. 5, that also
included recognition of a
statewide awardwinning math
teacher.

STATE AWARD: Harrison
Elementary School teacher
Krystal Bowman was hon-
ored for earning the Mildred
Bennett Math Education
Award, presented by the
Oregon Council of Teachers
of Mathematics. Bowman
was nominated for her stu-
dentcentered approach and
her work with multilingual
learners. Her application
described her as a teacher
with “a growth mindset” who
continually seeks improve-
ment and fosters a classroom
culture where “high levels of
thinking are the norm.” She
has led math professional
development, opened her
classroom for peer observa-
tion, participated in regional
“ambitious math” teaching
groups and presented at state
conferences.

SIA STATE REPORT:
The board also reviewed the
district’s annual report for the
Student Investment Account
(SIA), a staterequired submis-
sion that consolidates several
grants totaling $3.4 million.
Assistant Superintendent
Brian McCasline said the
report ensures grantfunded
programs remain aligned with
district goals. The discussion
came during the board’s Oct.
5 meeting, where district
leaders highlighted several
ongoing initiatives.

ATTENDANCE
STRATEGY: Superintendent

Todd Miller outlined a five-
point strategy to improve stu-
dent attendance, emphasizing
belonging, communication,
engaging instruction, data
monitoring and collaborative
problemsolving with families.
The district aims to reduce
chronic absenteeism by
strengthening relationships
and increasing instructional
engagement, particularly
through collaborative discus-
sion rather than worksheets
or screenbased tasks.

NEW REVENUE: Miller
reported early success with
the district’s participation in
the Medicaid Administrative
Claiming (MAC) Survey,

a federal reimbursement
program that compensates
schools for administrative
work that helps students
access healthrelated services.
Selected staff completed the
survey for the first time last
spring, generating $13,000 in
revenue.

The survey asks employees
what they were doing dur-
ing a specific moment in the
workday and whether the
activity supported students’
access to health or mental-
health services. The state
aggregates responses and cal-
culates reimbursement based
on qualifying administrative
time. Miller acknowledged
the program is “more of an
administrative nightmare for
HR and finance staff,” but
said the new revenue makes
participation worthwhile.

SEISMIC GRANT: The
district received $25,525
through the state’s Technical
Assistance Program (TAP),
which funds certified struc-
tural engineering assess-
ments of school buildings for
seismic vulnerabilities. The
evaluation is scheduled for
summer 2027 and will help

the district apply for competi-
tive rehabilitation grants or
plan future safety improve-
ments. Priority sites include
the Bohemia Elementary
cafeteria and gym and the
Lincoln Middle School gyms,
all masonry structures.

COMMUNICATION
IMPROVEMENTS: Miller
updated the board on the
rollout of ParentSquare, the
district’s new unified commu-
nication platform. The system
consolidates email, text, app
notifications, attendance
alerts, payments and twoway
messaging. District officials
found that 100% of families
are connectable, and 35%
have already installed the
app. Miller said the platform
provides valuable insights
into message distribution and
helps the district communi-
cate more effectively with
families.

ENROLLMENT: The
district budgeted for 2,140
students (excluding charter
schools) for the 2026-27
school year. Current enroll-
ment stands at 2,138,
slightly above projections.
Miller noted that enrollment
typically declines as the
year progresses but said new
housing developments could
increase future numbers. He
also shared a chart analyz-
ing gradelevel cohorts, birth
years, school years and Lane
County birth rates. “This is
the stuff I'm watching and
thinking about for the long
term,” he said, emphasizing
the importance of multiyear
planning.

PERS BOND
OPPORTUNITY: Finance
Director Celia Gowing
briefed the board on the dis-
trict’s potential participation
in a pension obligation bond
(POB) program, a strategy

Don and Elaine Cox celebrate 70 years of
marital love and commitment.

This blessed event was celebrated

with family and friends.

>
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used by Oregon public agen-

cies to manage rising PERS
costs. A POB allows an
employer to borrow money,
deposit it into a PERS side
account and reduce future
contribution rates if invest-
ment returns exceed the
bond’s interest cost.
Gowing said the district
currently pays a combined

PERS rate of 22.63%, which

will increase to 26.2% next
biennium with only one side
account. Without a second
side account, the district
would pay an additional
$158,000 from the general
fund, with costs rising as
wages increase. She described
a bond as “an investment to
offset future pension costs.”
Board Member Chris
Holloman urged caution,

citing market volatility and
global events. “I think we
should err on the conserva-
tive side,” he said, adding
that it may be a risky time

to “gamble with taxpayers’
money.” The board postponed
further discussion until its
Oct. 19 work session.

Local Fiber

Internet

Built Here. Connected Here.

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFIN

Fast. Reliable.

Check Availability Now
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Obituaries / News

Alice Marie Knighten

November 26, 1943 - August 12, 2026

Alice Marie Knighten went [HEFT"= ¢ best friend, Kay Smith. She
home to Jesus on August 12, 2= N also enjoyed her friends
2026, after a brief illness. in the Chicks group. She
She was 82 at the time of her was preceded in death by
death. her parents, sister, and son,

She was born in Wheatland, Ricky. She is survived by her

WY on November 26. 1943 | sister and brother-in-law,
During her life she) live d Cecelia and Bob, of Carson

in many places around the City, NV. She is also survived

world while her spouse was by many loving nigces and
serving in the US Navy. nephews. There will be a
The home of her heart Celebration of Life at 2:00
however, was in Carson City, | pm on Oct.ober 17, 202,6’
NV where she graduated at the Umted Methodist
from high school. She was Church in Cottage Grove.

. Memorial contributions may be made to
f ) fi ¥
a resident of Cottage Grove, Oregon for the United Methodist Church.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel

close to 45 years and leaves behind many
friends and acquaintances. She was heavily
involved in the Red Hat Society with her

Arrangements in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel.

DEATH NOTICE

Joseph “Joe” Lyon, age 66, of Veneta,
Oregon, passed away October 6, 2026. A
memorial service will be held on Sunday,

October 18, 2026, at 2:00PM at the

First Congregational Church in Eugene.
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

,

Metro Creative Connection

Local companies or people interested in supporting the event through dona-
tions should contact Shellye Reynoso at 458-234-3180 or Shellye.Reynoso@

LaneCountyOR.gov.

Annual Community Holiday
Meal organizers seek donations

The free 16th Annual
Community Holiday Meal
with Lane County Youth
Services is coming up on
December 16.

The free meal, which
is open to everyone, also
includes free raffle tickets
for prizes and free food
boxes to take home.

“The holiday meal is
a highlight for our youth
and for all the people who
come to enjoy a meal
together,” said,” event
organizer, Senior Juvenile
Justice Supervisor Shellye
Reynoso said. “Last year
we served about 250
people and we hope to
see at least that many
come through the doors
this year. Every contribu-
tion helps and it shows
the youth who prepare the

meal that our community
cares.”

The event uses dona-
tions of food, services and
financial contributions
to help provide the food,
sponsor the food boxes,
and provide raffle prizes.
Donations are tax deduct-
ible, and donors are rec-
ognized on displays at the
event.

Local companies or
people interested in sup-
porting the event through
donations should contact
Shellye Reynoso at 458-
234-3180 or Shellye.
Reynoso@LaneCountyOR.
gov.

About the MLK
Education Center

The Martin Luther King,
Jr. Education Center is
part of Lane County Youth

We provide high quality
well and water pump services

Dave’s Pump, Inc. is a family owned business
whose dedication and passion is about
providing reliable and efficient solutions to
meet all of your water supply needs.

Call
Today!

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

Services and serves middle
and high school students
who have an active case
with the division. This
program is a collaboration
between Youth Services
and the Lane Education
Service District (Lane
ESD).

In addition to academ-
ics, the MLK Education
Center provides vocational
opportunities, including
in the culinary arts. The
Culinary Arts Program
offers youth the opportu-
nity to learn different jobs
involved in food service
and catering.

Students gain skills
and learn to safely use
the equipment in an insti-
tutional and commercial
kitchen that prepares meals
for youth in detention, a
residential treatment pro-
gram, and more. Students
may participate in all
aspects of catering includ-
ing preparing foods, serv-
ing, and customer service.

Pictured left to right are General Manager Juan Aguilar, Shop Foreman Mario
Ramirez, Apprentice Israel Aguilar, Apprentice Miguel Lopez, Service Ad-
viser Raymond Bradsby, Apprentice Hunter Hall, Lead Tech Josh Black.

Marine powered team
drives APEX forward

CINDY WEELDRERYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Tucked away behind
Cottage Theatre sits Taylor’s
Towing and Recovery, the
multigenerational, family-
owned business at 78869
Thornton Lane that for
decades operated a recycling
yard for used automotive
parts.

Last year, when General
Manager Patrick Taylor chose
to focus solely on towing
and recovery, it opened the
door for two former Marines
to forge a partnership that
reshaped Cottage Grove’s
automotive repair landscape.

APEX Automotive has
expanded rapidly over the
past two years, growing from
a one lift shop into a multi
bay operation serving families
and businesses. Owner Juan
Aguilar said his Marine Corps
background shapes the way
he leads his team, manages
workflow and approaches
customer service.

Aguilar, 47, grew up in
Pasadena, California, and
joined the Marine Corps in
1998, serving four years as a
heavy machinery mechanic at
Camp Pendleton. His interest
in automotive work began at
age six in his uncle’s shop in
Mexico, where he learned the
fundamentals of repair and
diagnostics.

He continued training
under his uncle and cousins
and later invested in formal
education in automotive tech-
nology. In 2016, he joined
Mercedes Benz of Eugene,
rising to shop foreman and
earning Star Certification in
all Mercedes automobiles,
along with master level cre-
dentials in Mercedes diesel
equipment.

While serving in the
military Aguilar met his wife,
Jessica, who owns Bochetta
Day Spa and is also a former
Marine. An avid outdoors-
man, he came to Cottage
Grove after they married and
“fell in love with the area.”
In 2024, he opened APEX
Automotive after realizing
the industry needed “a shop
that promotes pride and
self-respect in the finished
product.”

Why Pre-Plan?

you love.

\Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those

Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance
to your family after your death.

Pre-Planning allows you to control potential
expenses of a funeral and disposition.

Pre-Planning provides an advanced
opportunity to assemble life data.

Omith-Lind 0Nl

FUNERAL CHAPEL » CREMATORIUM
People you know, people you trust.™

(541) 942-0185
123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove
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Their daughter Abigail
currently serves in the U.S.
Army, and their son, Israel, is
apprenticing under his father
in automotive technology
while also working part time
with his mother at the spa.
With his family rooted in the
community, Aguilar said the
next challenge was finding a
space that could keep up with
APEX’s growing demand.

“I realized I had outgrown
Jim’s Automotive building
on 6th and Hwy. 99 when I
looked out my office window
and saw every available space
filled with vehicles awaiting
repairs,” he recalled.

With only one lift and
room for two cars, the shop
had reached its limit. The
turning point came when
Taylor stopped by with ques-
tions about his own vehicle
and noticed how busy APEX
had become.

“I"d been watching the
shop’s growth,” Taylor said,
“especially as APEX became
the preferred repair destina-
tion for many of our custom-
ers. I invited Juan to tour
the four bay complex, which
includes three heavy lifts,
overflow parking, storage
access and a shared reception
area.”

By the end of their lunch
meeting, the two Marines
agreed on a new joint ven-
ture. APEX moved to the
Taylor’s Towing complex on
Nov. 1, 2025, and restored
weekend repair service to
Cottage Grove. Taylor said
the community had been
missing that option for years.

The new location changed
the shop’s workflow. APEX
customers now have a wait-
ing lobby for quick repairs
and oil changes. Additional
lifts and expanded tooling
allow multiple vehicles to be
serviced at once without con-
stant shuffling. Aguilar said
the ability to work on several
vehicles simultaneously has
increased efficiency and
reduced downtime.

With the hiring of lead
technician Josh Black and
shop foreman Mario Ramirez,
Aguilar said the team has
grown stronger and more
capable. The added space also
allows technicians to pursue
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the educational path he has
set for them, with the goal of
becoming master technicians.

APEX specializes in gas
and diesel engines, transmis-
sions, differentials, suspen-
sion and electrical diagnos-
tics. The shop has added tire
mounting and balancing,
alignments, classic car repairs
and fleet maintenance pro-
grams. Aguilar said future
upgrades will include key
programming, transmission
rebuilding, custom fabrica-
tion, welding and computer
tuning.

Aguilar said he and his
team can work on every-
thing from old mechanical
engines to modern computer-
controlled vehicles, high
voltage hybrids and complex
European models. Customers
often tell him they come to
APEX when other shops
cannot determine a solution
for the complex problems
found in today’s vehicles.
APEX’s nationwide warranty
gives customers confidence
that their repairs are covered
wherever they travel.

Taylor noted that APEX
is also gaining market share
in Sprinter van repairs and is
now drawing customers from
Eugene and Springfield.

Aguilar said the Marine
Corps values of leadership,
discipline, accountability and
quality control guide how he
cares for employees and cus-
tomers. Taylor said the part-
nership works well because
Marines understand teamwork
and shared purpose.

“We bring them in, and
APEX repairs them,” Taylor
said. “Our goal is to get
you off the roadway safely,
quickly and to a location
where you can get the assis-
tance you need. And, if pos-
sible, get you repaired and on
your way with as little incon-
venience as possible.”

Aguilar said the APEX
team is committed to keeping
families safe on the road.

“I want our customers to
know their vehicles are road-
worthy because the APEX
team shares these same
roads,” he said. “Our goal is
for everyone to reach their
destination safely.”

- Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor |
Gﬁ,eH OM ErM Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

" LIMITED TIME OFFER
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_Installation

FREEESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

AL Call1.855.626.1990

CALLTODAY! 1.855.626.1990
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purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone,
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/
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Editorial Cartoon

Letters

Solutions wants to starve the
County so that they can make

Support
Heather Buch

Yes, dumping fees in
Cottage Grove and other
small towns in Lane County
have risen.

Why? Because Lane
County does not use tax
money to operate Short
Mountain landfill. To keep
Lane County from making
enough money in tipping fees
(the amount garbage haul-
ers pay to dump their trucks
into a landfill) to fund gar-
bage and recycling efforts at
smaller sites in Lane County,
including Cottage Grove,
and making people angry
in the process, Sanipac and
Cottage Grove Garbage have
been hauling their garbage
to Medford, a dumping site
owned by Waste Solutions.

This has driven up costs
in our community due to the
County’s loss in tipping fees.
Currently, Sanipac owes mil-
lions to the County.

Why is Sanipac doing this?
Sanipac, the biggest garbage
hauler in Eugene and the only
one in Springfield is now
owned by a fortune 500 com-
pany, Waste Solutions. They
made billions last year. Waste

more money from garbage by
monopolizing every step of
the waste process.

Jake Pelroy’s current job
is as a lobbyist for a number
of “family-owned” garbage
haulers like Sanipac in Lane
County. A vote for Pelroy is a
vote for big business having
a heavy hand in our commu-
nity, it’s a vote for stockhold-
ers over small stakeholders
like us.

A vote for Heather Buch
is a vote for someone who
cares. She has demonstrated
her commitment to our com-
munity. Ask anyone who has
needed healthcare and used
the South Lane Clinic here in
the grove, or victims of wild-
fires who have benefited from
her being there and advocat-
ing for them. Ask anyone
who has desperately needed
housing and who does not
benefit from big business and
is now or is soon to be off
our streets.

Ask yourself: who is the
best person for the job?

Molly Nord
Cottage Grove

Police seek new details in
2012 missing person’s case

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Cottage Grove Police
Department (CGPD)is seek-
ing the public’s assistance as
it works to solve a 2012 miss-
ing person’s case.

“CGPD continues to press
for justice and closure for
the missing people, their
family and friends, and the
Cottage Grove community,”
the agency states in a social
media post.

The victim in this case is
Robert Roy Richardson, who
was 60 years old at the time
of last contact in 2012.

in the post, the CGPD pro-
vided a brief synopsis of the
missing person.

Richardson was last heard
from via phone call at 6:30
a.m. on Feb. 14,2012,
requesting family pick up
his red Ford Ranger at the

top of Gowdyville Road just
outside of Cottage Grove City
limits. The pick-up truck was
located, and a search of the
area was unsuccessful.

“The public plays a crucial
role in helping to solve these
cases and CGPD has multiple
ways to contact the investiga-
tor,” the post explains.

To remain anonymous, call-
ers may provide information
through the anonymous tip
line: 541-767-0504 or through
an anonymous online report
at https://cgpd.mypdconnect.
com/

Information learned from
social media sites such as
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter
or YouTube should be shared
with investigators as these
tips may lead to the identi-
fication of leads in the case,
according to the CGPD post.

AR COLD CASE: MISSING PERSON

MISSING PERSON:
ROBERT ROY RICHARDSON

Robert was last heard from via phone call at 6:30am on 02/14/2012 requesting family pick up his
red Ford Ranger at the top of Gowdyville Road just outside of Cottage Grove City Limits. The pick-

up truck was located at this time and a search of the area was unsuccessful.
AGENOW: 74

RACE: WHITE
HAIR: GREY
EYE COLOR: HAZEL
HEICGHT: &'
WEIGHT: 300
AGE[DATELAST CONTACT: 60 (02/14/2012)

THE COTTAGE GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT IS SEEKING THE PUBLIC'S

400 E MAIN STREET, COTTAGE GROVE OR 97424 PHONE: 541-94.

STANCE IN LOCATING ANY INFORMATION ON THE

145 X1 ANONYMOUS TIP LINE: 541-797-0604
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Overall, do you feel the State of Oregon is
headed in the right direction or has gotten off
on the wrong track?
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Commentary

Commentary: Al 1ssue wrangling in
Oregon’s 4th Congressional District

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

f you’re a candidate

complaining about an
opponent’s stance on an
issue, it helps to have a firm
and visible position on it
yourself.

The subject of artificial
intelligence is bedeviling
congressional candidates on
that basis across the coun-
try, and the best example
might be in Oregon’s 4th
Congressional District.

Mongiue DeSpain, the
Republican challenger in the
Democratic-held district that
includes Eugene, Corvallis
and the Central and South
Coast, has launched her first
television ad of the campaign
season on the subject of
artificial intelligence, about
which she fires directly at
her Democratic opponent,
two-term Representative Val
Hoyle.

It’s an important sub-
ject, more than worthy of
attention.

The risks of fast-devel-
oping generative artificial
intelligence, exploding into
national consciousness over
just the last four years and
especially in recent months,
grew not just from anti-tech
enthusiasts but from the
industry itself. This is an
extremely rare case where
even industry leaders have
all but begged for federal
government regulation —
guardrails of some sort.
Congress has been essentially
comatose to the subject,
in the face of widespread

67.6% Very confident

8.8% Not that confident

Last Week'’s Poll Results

How confident are you in the integrity of
Oregon’s mail-in voting system?

5.9% Somewhat confident

17.6% Not at all confident

constituent requests but

in close accord with the
staunchly pro-Al preferences
of President Donald Trump.

The next term could be
different, especially depend-
ing on who winds up in con-
trol of Congress, but candi-
dates nationally mostly have
not been very forthcoming
about what they would sup-
port or oppose. Voters should
have that information before
they cast their ballots.

Bringing us back to
the Oregon 4th, and that
DeSpain ad.

The ad says (in reference
to Oregon) that “big tech
sees land to develop, water
to consume, power to burn”
(an unusual argument for
a presumably pro-business
Republican). It continues,
“Val Hoyle’s taken thousands
from the AI companies driv-
ing the data center boom.”

Sort of, but we enter here
into the foggy grays. The
ad’s basis is in a May Axios
article saying Hoyle is one of
a group of Democrats getting
support from a Super PAC
called Leading the Future.
Founded last year, the PAC
is indeed packed with tech
industry money and supports
Al development and innova-
tion, and appears to oppose
limitations on it. As of Sept.
23, Think Big PAC, a subsid-
iary of Leading the Future,
reported spending $292.419
on behalf of Hoyle.

That’s not the same,
though, as actually con-
tributing to her: This is an
independent expenditure,

and Hoyle doesn’t control it,
and legally can’t coordinate
with it.

The money may be con-
siderable, but this doesn’t
look like a full-throated
alliance.

A spokesman was quoted
as saying Hoyle did not seek
the Leading endorsement or
funding and wasn’t aware of
it before it was released, and
said “has one of the strongest
records in Congress to regu-
late Al to protect people.”She
has opposed federal measures
to block state Al legisla-
tion (counter to Leading’s
position).

On May 13, Hoyle deliv-
ered a post on X seeking to
be “crystal clear:” “Leading
the Future endorsed me
because they are working
to build a broader coalition
around Al regulation and I
don’t believe we can put our
heads in the sand and ignore
the industry. Workers need
a seat at the table, because
when we don’t have a seat at
the table we’re on the menu.
I’'m glad to be a voice at the
table. I believe we need to
have clear federal regula-
tion that protects consum-
ers, ensures that workers
are part of the conversation
on how to move forward
and that we are proactively
determining the direction of
Al development so that the
United States doesn’t get left
behind.”

From here, that still
sounds like keeping one
foot in both sides of the
argument.

As for DeSpain, her ad
does say she has taken no
money from “big tech”
(which, properly speaking,
Hoyle may not have done
either). But it also says pre-
cisely nothing about how
she would address Al or
data centers, limiting herself
to implicit criticism of tax
breaks for such work.

And though her leading
ad concerns Al, her website
and formal statement seem to
be devoid of mentions of it
or data centers. In her state-
ment on the economy, she
says, “I will support policies
that rebuild American manu-
facturing, lower the cost of
goods, and improve afford-
ability so Americans can
live and work with pride and
dignity. Prosperity requires
government to get out of the
way.”

That does not sound
consistent with regulation
strongly limiting Al, which
she seems not to have
addressed directly at all.

And, of course, the presi-
dent of DeSpain’s party is
as fierce a backer of unre-
stricted Al development as
anyone, maybe even inside
the industry.

So neither candidate been
super clear about Al. But
then, neither have most other
congressional candidates,
including most of those in
Oregon.

See More STAPILUS
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signaling the profound role journalists

play to cover essential issues like
local schools, city halls, courts, public
safety agencies, businesses and
neighborhoods.”
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Nonprofit recruits volunteers to help track
wildlife impacted by

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Environmental advocates
are seeking volunteers to
help collect research on how
Oregon’s roads are impacting
wildlife.

Environment Oregon, a
conservation nonprofit with
affiliates across 29 other
states, is recruiting volunteers
for its 2026 Roadside Wildlife
Count Oct. 17 to 25 to help
track any wildlife dead or
alive on Oregon’s roads.

Volunteers will use the
biodiversity app, iNaturalist,
to record each animal they
see. Their data will add to the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife’s official roadkill
and survey data, and it will
help inform the spots where
wildlife crossings are needed
the most, said Justin Boyles,
Environment Oregon’s con-
servation advocate.

Oregon has built at least
six wildlife crossings, mostly
tunnels under roads in the
central part of the state. One
wildlife crossing is in design

for construction and another
is awaiting funding for con-
struction, according to Oregon
Department of Transportation
spokesperson Katherine
Benenati.

“We’ve built more than
70,000 miles of roads across
the state of Oregon so that
we could connect in all those
ways, but unfortunately in
the process, we dissected and
fragmented the habitat of
every other species that we
share this landscape with,”
Boyles said.

In a recent survey commis-
sioned by the group Gov. Tina
Kotek tasked with vetting
solutions to the transportation
department’s budget short-
fall, about 40 people shared
that they want the state to
focus on increasing wildlife
crossings.

“The Oregon Department
of Transportation needs fund-
ing for wildlife crossings, and
given their budget situation,
it’s a really complicated thing
to make happen but it’s some-
thing we want to make sure is
prioritized,” Boyles said.

Volunteers can walk or
bike along Oregon’s roads, or
drive with friends and simply
pull over in a safe location to
document an animal, Boyles
said.

Fall is the best time to get
a snapshot of wildlife cross-
ing roadways because many
species are in their mating
season and roam outside of
their typical territories, Boyles
said. Mule deer and other ani-
mals that spend the summer
in the Cascades also return
to lower elevations with less
snow in the fall.

“A lot of people are get-
ting out for fall, so it’s just
an opportunity that we think
while people are already
out and about they can be
empowered to track some
wildlife that they see while
they’re out on the roads,”
Boyles said.

Those interested can sign
up at the event’s webpage.
Volunteers will receive access
to an Oct. 13 webinar where
they can learn how to use the

app.

Oregon’s roads

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/2026/10/06/nonprofit-
recruits-volunteers-to-help-
track-wildlife-impacted-by-
oregons-roads/

Courtesy photo from the Oregon Department of Transportation
The Oregon Department of Transportation has built six wildlife crossings,
including this tunnel beneath U.S. 97 south of Bend.

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon

Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne Terry
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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A voter’s part in this is
to demand more concrete
answers. Congress will be
faced with a series of complex
and important tech decisions

in the coming term, and voters
should know from all their con-
tenders what they’ll be getting.
https:/loregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/09/24/

ai-issue-wrangling-in-ore-

gons-4th-congressional-district/
Oregon Capital Chronicle

is part of States Newsroom,

a network of news bureaus

supported by grants and

a coalition of donors as a
501¢(3) public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.

Contact Editor Lynne Terry for
questions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.
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in the home you love.
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+ Learn your options

Stairlift
Guide!

: @ ; +/ Avoid costly mistakes

+/ Stay sate at home

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY!

1-844-812-6573

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

H Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.
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Election
From page 1

Clinic in Cottage Grove, mil-
lions in private investment

to create jobs in Coburg,
Cottage Grove, and Creswell,
and expanded rural Sheriff’s
patrols. I am eager to con-
tinue this work, focusing

on current projects such as
the Rural Housing Policy
Incubator and expanding the
metropolitan wastewater sys-
tem to Creswell.”

Q3: If elected, what are
your priorities for the next
four years?

“My priorities remain
healthcare access, wildfire
recovery, public safety, and
rural economic development.
I am committed to expand-
ing dental care at the South
Lane Health Clinic, lowering
housing costs for rural resi-
dents, and attracting outside
investment. The mental
health stabilization center will

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb

“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”

N Worship: Sunday 10:30am
z All Welcome
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH

541-942-5213

820 South 10th Street

Pastor: James D. Boram
Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available

Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 o Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:
9am - Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. » 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages

welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

541-942-2373

Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

TLC Groups
tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033

Worship 10am

umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:

CHURCH

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN

7585 4th S * 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15am

continue to be a top priority.
Additionally, as major tech
companies build new data
centers across the state, I'm
working to make sure the
public has a voice and devel-
opment details aren’t hidden
by public officials.”

JAKE PELROY

Pelroy grew up in Lane
County. After high school,

he joined
7= ‘ the United
L e S States

Marine
Corps as an
intelligence
analyst

and com-
pleted three
combat
deployments
to Iraq. After his honorable
discharge, he attended the
University of Oregon and
became a small business
owner. Pelroy says staffing
state legislators for more than
six years and working on pol-
icy and constituent issues cre-
ated a 16year career in public
policy. Lane County depends
on revenue from state and
federal sources to pay for
local services and he believes
his publicpolicy experience
will benefit programs county
residents depend on. He lives
in Eugene’s Churchill neigh-
borhood with his wife, Kelly,

Jake Pelroy

and their two sons, Graham
and Marcus.

Q1: Why are you seeking
this position?

“I am running for County
Commissioner because our
current Lane County leader-
ship has failed us, pushing us
into a serious budget deficit
due to irresponsible spending
of your tax dollars. Many of
the major issues I hear every
day from voters are being
completely ignored such
as public safety, improving
our land use processes and
keeping costs low for work-
ing families. I will provide
active leadership and keep
the county focused on its core
responsibilities and essential
services instead of getting
sidetracked by pet projects
and national politics.”

Q2: How will you support
small cities in South Lane
County?

“Each individual commu-
nity has its own set of priori-
ties and I will work closely
with local leaders to address
those specific issues. I am
ready to serve and willing
to help out wherever I am
needed whether that means
volunteering for a local com-
munity event or lobbying
state legislators with them. I
have heard from several cit-
ies that the county has not
always been a good partner

and I will make restoring and
improving that partnership a
top priority.”

Q3: If elected, what are
your priorities for the next
four years?

“Reforming Land
Management Process: These
endless delays, obstacles, and
denials drive up home prices.
We must implement meaning-
ful reforms. Managing our
O&C Timberlands: These
lands provide tax revenue,
jobs, and forest fire pre-
vention for Lane County.
Improving Our System for
Law Enforcement: We are
one of the least patrolled
counties in the nation with
as few as three deputies on
patrol at any given time.
Fixing the CleanLane disas-
ter: It is financially draining
our county and hollowing out
our waste system.”

ELECTION
INFORMATION

The last day to register to
vote in the Nov. 3 election
was Oct. 13. Ballots for the
Nov. 3 election will be mailed
starting Oct. 14. For specific
election information, contact
Lane County Elections at 275
W. 10th Ave., Eugene. Phone:
5416824234 Website: www.
lanecounty.org/elections

Public Notice

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCH website www.creswellpres.org

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420 WALKER UNION CHURCH &
Father John J. Boyle CEMETERY

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday - 8 am & 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by

appointment

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this
worship directory, contact us today!

CGS26-155 NOTICE PLEASE BE ADVISED that in accordance with the terms of that certain
Industrial Rental Agreement dated November 1, 2025, as amended by that certain Addendum to
Industrial Rental Agreement dated November 3, 2025 (collectively, the “Lease”), between Hare
West Broadway, LL.C, Kungys West Broadway, LL.C, Howard West Broadway, LL.C and Hogan
West Broadway (collectively the “Landlord”) and TP Freight, an Oregon corporation, also
known as TP Freight Lines, Inc., an Oregon corporation (“Tenant”) for the premises located at
2120 West 7" Place, Eugene, OR (“Premises”), Landlord elected to terminate the Lease and has
regained possession of the Premises due to Tenant’s default under the Lease and pursuant to
ORS 87.162, the Landlord claims a landlord’s lien on all chattels owned by Tenant located
within the Premises for unpaid rents, legal fees, and a late charges in the sum of $44,563.54 as of
August 24, 2026, together with additional rent accrued through the date of auction, and the
Landlord’s reasonable attorney fees and costs of sale incurred in connection with foreclosure of
the lien. Landlord will foreclose the lien via a foreclosure sale and auction commencing at 10:00
a.m. on November 10, 2026, at 2120 West 7™ Place, Eugene, Oregon. Items to be sold are listed
in the attached Exhibit 1. A detailed description of the items described in the attached Exhibit 1
is available by contacting Bradley S. Copeland at Arnold Gallagher, P.C. during normal business
hours at (541) 484-0188, or via email at beopeland(@arnoldgallagher.com. 10/14/26, 10/21/26

1. 2 Forklifts (Toyota Forklift Truck: 8FGU18 - Serial 60525; Toyota Forklift Truck:

EXHIBIT 1

8FGU18 - Serial 33155)

Wire-mesh propane canister cage (yellow), with propane canisters inside
Plastic milk crate (red, “Umpqua Dairy” branding)

Two-wheel hand truck/dolly (metal frame, black handle)

Multiple Plastic drums/barrels (blue, approx. 55-gal)

Metal storage shelving/rack unit with miscellaneous parts and containers
Loose lumber/wood boards and metal pipe conduit pieces

Manifests/Personal Documents/Filing Cabinets

2.

3.

4. Upright standalone refrigerator (white)
5. Office chair (black, rolling)

6.  Two-wheel hand truck/dolly (red frame)
7.

8. Manual pallet jack x 4

9. Various Safety Equipment/Material

10.  Hand Tools

11.

12.  Diesel exhaust fluid (“BlueDEF” box)
13. Wood pallets, stacked

14.

15.

16. Computers/Monitors/Office Equipment
17.  Time Clock Computer

18.

19.

Verizon Connect vehicle GPS trackers, boxed set




COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL ¢ WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14,2026 4

| Opportunities

Contact us today
to learn more and reach
more local customers!

503-444-7924
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Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Qall IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. ItS not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and
home systems like heating and cooling
can be costly. A home warranty plan

personal representative at this address:
¢/o Samantha K. Bunge, Willamette NW
Law Firm, PC, 735 W. 7th Ave., Eugene,
OR 97402, or they may be barred. All
persons whose rights may be affected
by these proceedings may obtain addi-
tional information from the records of
the court, the personal representative,
or their attorney, Samantha K. Bunge,
whose address is listed above, and
whose telephone number is (541) 246-
8752.10/14/26

possible. 503-772-5295. www. X (GS26-158
paralegalaltematives.com legalalt@ @ Melp- Startsaving and get 30%off NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
msn.com. any plan today. Workmanship Guar- that Brian E. Kraal has been ap-
antee included. Terms apply. Gall Ginch ~ pointed Personal Representative of the

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! all
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call Freedom(are now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text

and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power

0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
0On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-373-9175.

Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Gall

736
MISC. WANTED

1-855-980-4382.

Brent Ottosen Timber Co. Selective
logging specialists. Buying standing
timber. Insured with excellent refer-

ences. Honest, dependable service

throughout Southern Oregon. Call

today for estimate: 541-866-8586.

OLDER POKEMON CARDS. Paying cash
for 1990s-2000s Pokemon cards, col-
lections, binders. Any condition. Local
transaction. Please call or text Dane
503-884-5031. Thank you.

Estate of Janice Arline Kraal, deceased,
Lane County Circuit Court Case No.
26PB08905. All persons having claims
against the estate are required to pres-
ent the same within four months from
the date of publication of this notice to
the Personal Representative at 777 High
St., #300, Eugene, OR 97401, or they
may be barred. Any person whose rights
may be affected by these proceedings
may obtain additional information from
the records of the above-entitled Court
or from the Personal Representative
or from the Personal Representative’s
attorneys, Luvaas Cobb, PC. DATED
and first published: October 14, 2026.
/S/ Brian E. Kraal Personal Represen-
tative 10/14/26may be barred.
All persons whose rights may
be affected by the proceed-
ings in this estate may obtain
additional information from
the records of the Personal
Representative, the Court, or
the attorney for the Personal
Representative, K.C. Huffman.
Dated and first published: Oc-
tober 07, 2026. PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE: Kay L.
Pierce 2259 Devon Avenue,
Eugene, Oregon 97408 541-
790-9377 ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE: K.C. Huffman, OSB
No. 002854 Bromley Newton
Huffman 711 Country Club
Road, Suite 200, Eugene, Or-
egon 97401 541-343-4700
541-343-4713 Fax kc@brom-
leynewton.com 10/07/26
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Reduce -

Recycle -

COTTAGE GROVE

GMC ¢ Chervolet ¢ Chevy Trucke

SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd © 541-942-4415

CHEVROLET, INC

ABATEMENT

HEATING 3 A/C

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold
Residential & Commercial
Serving the
Willamette Valley
for over 30 Years.

« Asbestos « LEAD « Mold
Abatement & Inspections
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

A

ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION

Free Estimates
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial ¢ mimsuisHi

A7 W\ELECTRIC
Cooing and Heating Solutons.
G
AN

541 -91!2-85;7

NE

CCB#193586.

Air i:onditioning

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC,

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONG TERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shelly Dement - Independent Agent
Over 30 Years Experience

ALLERY OF SERVICE

7/

OREGONLIFE
HOMES

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

AUTOMOTIVE

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS

SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Realty

REAL ESTATE « PROPERTY MGMT

WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COM
Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

EQUAL HOUSING

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

OPPORTUNITY

FOUNTAIN (FUTTERS 1ic

Quality Service & Installation «
Seamless 5" K-Style « Pre-painted Steel * Colors
Free Estimates

Gutter Protectio

Repairs

n Systems

541-729-9515

Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured « CCB# 169540

Family owned and operated for over 40 years!
Licensed —-Bonded -Insured « ccb #107081
Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.nolnorthwest.com
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Sports

Cottage Grove football keeps fighting

The 2026-2027 Cottage Grove Lions football team.

Will LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lions have been
competing hard on the
football field this fall. With
a 1-4 record in their first
five games, Cottage Grove
heads into the second half of
the season with its eyes on
growth over just wins.

Head Coach Nate Farrell
has done plenty of winning
as a player for Cottage Grove
football, but as a coach, he’s
ensuring his team comes
away not just as better foot-
ball players, but as better
people.

“Our focus has always
been on culture over winning!
It cannot be the other way
around. We have invested in
our captains and their leader-
ship skills over anything else.
Our program is committed
to developing our kids into

Read all
about it!

young men of character

and integrity,” Farrell said.
“Sometimes, unfortunately,
losing helps hammer home
that being a great sport and
an honorable man isn’t just in
the winning seasons.”

Since beating Creswell
to start the season, Cottage
Grove has lost four straight to
Mazama, North Bend, South
Umpqua, and Junction City.
The latter three were Special
District 3 opponents, with
Junction City and North Bend
occupying two of the three
top spots in the league at the
time of press.

The game against North
Bend on Sept. 17 saw the
Bulldogs come into Cottage
Grove and beat the Lions
49-20. In the next game
on Sept. 25 against South
Umpqua, the Lancers faced a
tough matchup and lost 12-47

on the road. Junction City
was a tough matchup as well.
Junction City was one of the
top 10 4A teams in Oregon,
and the Tigers beat the Lions
in a battle of the big cats,
35-0 on Oct. 2.

Despite the losses, the
team has continued to fight
and find resilience within the
group. Farrell has been happy
with the way the team has
rallied around each other and
found ways to compete, even
when the going gets tough.

“The team has responded
exactly how they have been
led to respond. Early on,
adversity hit us, but we have
not allowed that to define us.
Each game, we have gotten
better at playing through from
the first to the last whistle and
celebrating our teammates.
The growth that is happening
is amazing and positive it’s

entinel
DON'T MISS OUT!
SUBSCRIBE NOW!
Cottage Grove

Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news.
There is something for everyone in the
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Call Amanda at

541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

been great. But takes a lot of
work,” Farrell said. “There
have been some really special
moments in the losses where
our team has learned to lean
on and support each other.
Our biggest highlight is how
strong our guys are!”

It’s a young team this
season, with few seniors on
the squad, but the experience
the less seasoned players are
getting will be invaluable as
they seek to finish the season
as the best team they can
be. Helping lead the pride of
Lions have been senior Tyler
Streeter and junior Mason
Twyman.

“We have had our senior
Tyler Streeter step up and
lead through injury /ill-
ness and adversity. And his

counterpart, the just-as-vocal
Mason Twyman, is the guy
who gets the team hyped up
and ready to play,” Farrell
said.

At the time of writing,
the Lions had four remain-
ing games on the schedule.
Cottage Grove played Marist
Catholic on Oct. 9, but the
result was unavailable at the
time of press. Also coming
up on the schedule is unde-
feated Sweet Home, who
were ranked #2 in the state as
of Oct. 7 with a 5-0 record.
The Lions wrap their league
schedule against Marshfield
on Oct. 23 away from home.

If they can grab one more
win in league play, it will be
the first win they’ve earned
at the 4A level since Sept. 22

Courtesy photo from the OSAA

of 2023. The Lions will do
everything they can to make
that happen down the stretch
through hard work, together-
ness, and focus.

“In the second half, we
have some great teams ahead
of us. But as we prepare each
week, we don’t look past
anyone, and we focus on our-
selves first. Each team has a
respectable record, but no one
is unbeatable. That is the fuel
that drives our work,” Farrell
said.

Follow game results at
osaa.org and see CGHS
sports features online at
cgsentinel.com and in the
Wednesday print editions of
The Sentinel.

cgsentinel.com

Dependable

Approachable

Intelligent
Supportive
Your Voice

*

x X

Paid for by Stephen Thoemmes

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this

season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

AN ADDITIONAL

25% OFF Leasriiter + 10% 2205y

Get a FREE full gutter

Promo: 285

inspection and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

*Promotional offer includes 25% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
bined with other offers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087 AZ ROC 344027 AR 0366920926,
CA 1035795 CT HIC 0671520 FL CBC056678 ID RCE 51504 IA C1Z

2623
266192 NE 50’\45 24 NV 0086990 NJ '\3\/H13285000 NM 408693 ND 47304, OR

00318 NH 262300173 MN IRZDZSS 0524 MT
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354,

™ 10981 UT 10783658- 5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, W1 537-DCFRR

&y safestep

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-888-473-1933

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

Call 1-844-533-9173

Get A Visi

"« n: =

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

l—lerltage
for the Blind

g Annually
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