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Your new home is waiting for you... just listed. This beautiful spacious 
home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, has entertaining, homeschooling, 

or working from home space. Schedule a private showing today!

2110 Buttercup Loop, 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2,080 SF • $440,000

Arlene Pearson
Mobile: (503) 440-3689

Real Estate Broker, licensed in Oregon
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City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.
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As Cottage Grove evolves 
from a timber-based economy 
to a tourism-based economy, 
quarterly visitor counts to the city 
are a critical economic indicator, 
measuring the dollars and cents 
impact.

Tourism always drops off a 
bit during this time of the year, 
according to Cottage Grove 
Chamber of Commerce Director 
Georgia Haskell.

“But we do still have an influx 
of visitors,” she said. “They come 
to see our beautiful bridges, which 
are still our top tourist attraction. 
People want to come and see the 
covered bridges. We also have an 
awesome display of waterfalls. 
People continue to come into the 
office to get the brochures and to 
take the bridge tours.”

As the visitors come into Cot-
tage Grove, they also spend time 
and money at the city’s local 
restaurants, specialized shops, 
local lodging facilities, and other 
businesses.

“Compared to last year, we are 
trending pretty close to normal, 
up about 10%. The weather is 
fairing very well for us this year,” 
Haskell said. “Things are looking 
really good for 2025.”

LOOKING AHEAD
Looking ahead to the spring 

and summer tourism seasons, 
Haskell said requests from bands 
to appear at the annual Concert 
in the Park series are mounting 
and planning continues for other 
events, including a vintage car 
show presented by KNND Radio, 
neighborhood walking tours, a 
growing display of historic mu-
rals, the Spirit of Bohemia Mining 
Days, and the W.O.E. Heritage 
Fair.

“Our spring and summer sea-
sons are off to the races already,” 
she said. “We are slammed in the 
summertime.”

Haskell also noted new busi-
nesses opening in the city includ-
ing the Quarter Drop Arcade, a 
new deli and a new restaurant 
along Main Street in the city’s 
Historic District.

MAIN STREET 
RECONSTRUCTION

While Haskell said she remains 
positive about the impact tour-
ism is having on the city, she 
acknowledges that the planned 
multi-million-dollar Main Street 
Redevelopment Project will be 
challenging.

“We are not going to just close 
up shop, that’s for sure,” she said. 

The project, expected to start in 
February, is designed to renovate 
the aging Main Street, including 
replacing sidewalks, improving 

Tourism continues to 
boost local economy

Making Bank

See TOURISM, Page 6

Metro Creative Connection
Visitor spending at Cottage Grove’s local restaurants, lodging establishments, specialized 
shops, and other businesses is up approximately 10% compared to the previous year, ac-
cording to Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce Director Georgia Haskell.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce Visitor’s Center displays and sends all over the 
world a variety of brochures and pamphlets describing the city’s amenities and natural 
beauty surroundings.

SPECIAL REPORT

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove City leaders face 
significant budget challenges in 
2025 requiring thoughtful discus-
sion of how current city assets will 
be funded in the future. 

This is part four of a six-part 
series describing the history and 
management of City-owned assets: 
the Historic Downtown District, the 
Library/Community Center, the Ar-
mory, Bohemia Park, the Skatepark 
and Middlefield Golf Course.

Cottage Grove City Councilor 
Greg Ervin has two young sons 
who are passionate BMX bike rid-

ers and frequent the Cottage Grove 
Skatepark on Highway 99 next to 
Dairy Queen. 

As a local Scoutmaster, Cottage 
Grove City Councilor Dana Merry-
day is surrounded by youth who are 
active and love the outdoors. Glenn 
Smith, 54, describes himself as the 
“old skateboarder” among the lead-
ers who are involved in creating a 
new and larger park.

For more than 20 years, the facil-
ity has accommodated skateboard-
ers, BMX bikers and Scooter riders 
– yet its small size and inadequate 
design limits the number of users at 
any one time and increases the risk 

of accidents.
Smith said he started skateboard-

ing in 1986. To prevent serious 
injuries, he hung up his wheels on 
his 50th birthday, yet his passion 
for the wheeled sport remains high. 
When Councilors Ervin and Mer-
ryday put out a call for community 
support to raise awareness and 
money to upgrade or replace the 
park, Smith signed up.

“In the 1980s we didn’t have 
anyplace to ride our skateboards,” 
Smith recalled. “Skaters got in 
trouble for loitering, damaging 
property, and there was a height-
ened risk of injury using the 

makeshift ramps we needed for our 
jumps. I got involved in the Skate-
park improvement project because 
I wanted young kids today to have 
what I didn’t have at their age.”

SKATEBOARDING HISTORY
Skateboarding emerged in the 

United States during the late 1940s 
and early 1950s, as surfers sought a 
way to recreate the exhilaration of 
riding waves on land. New board 
designs in the 1970s led to an ex-
plosion of popularity in the 1980s 
and expanded worldwide through-
out the late 20th and early 21st 

Makeover planned for local skatepark

See SKATEPARK, Page 6

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Eleven-year-old Titus Ervin catches the 
edge during a ride at the Cottage Grove 
Skatepark.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The Cottage Grove Skatepark is locate at 714 S Goshen-Divide Highway in 
Cottage Grove.

See WILDFIRE, Page 6

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Property owners in Oregon 
living in high-risk wildfire areas 
face new rules as the state ad-
dresses wildfire safety.

Statewide maps of wildfire 
hazard zones and the wildland-
urban interface are complete, 
and final versions are now avail-
able on the Oregon Explorer 
website. The maps illustrate ar-
eas of stricter building codes and 
mandates to reduce vegetation. 

Notifications were being 
mailed to impacted property 
owners.

The wildfire hazard map’s 
purposes are to:

• Educate Oregon residents 
and property owners about the 
level of hazard where they live.

• Assist in prioritizing fire 
adaptation and mitigation re-
sources for the most vulnerable 
locations.

• Identify where defensible 
space standards and home hard-
ening codes will apply.

The statewide wildfire hazard 
map designates all of Oregon’s 
1.9 million property tax lots 
into one of three wildfire hazard 
zones: low, moderate or high. It 
also identifies whether a tax lot 

State issues 
Wildfire 

Hazard Maps
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POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter relates 

to the public record of 
incidents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the ap-
propriate law enforcement 
agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
01:09: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:13: Person stop, 1400 

block Gateway Blvd.
01:25: Suspicious ve-

hicle, 300 block Coop Ct.
01:38: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
02:34: Suspicious ve-

hicle, N. Douglas/Villard 
Ave.

04:25: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

05:44: Alarm, 1300 block 
S. River Rd.

07:22: Suspicious ve-
hicle, 1300 block Anthony 
Ave.

07:47: Burglary, 800 
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

09:12: Hit and run, S. 
8th/Taylor

09:32: Disorderly subject, 
400 block N. 14th St.

10:49: Welfare check, N. 
5th/Main

11:55: Illegal camping, 
600 block E. Washington 
Ave.

13:21: Stolen vehicle 
recovery, 1600 block S. 4th 
St.

14:58: Abandoned ve-
hicle, J/Chestnut

15:18: Child abuse, 1100 
block Chamberlain Ave.

16:21: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

21:47: Disorderly subject, 
800 block E. Main St.

23:17: Suicide, 1300 

block S. 6th St.
23:45: Harassment, 170 

block E. Washington Ave.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31
00:40: Suicide, 1500 

block Village Dr.
07:59: Suspicious ve-

hicle, 200 block Davidson 
Ave.

09:11: Welfare check, 
Qiuncy/13th

10:36: Illegal camping, 
N. Douglas/Hwy 99

13:07: Harassment, 600 
block Wilson Ave.

13:10: Info, 1500 block 
Village Dr.

14:01: Alarm, 1500 block 
S. 4th St.

14:54: Info, 200 block N. 
12th St.

16:05: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1400 block Elm Ave.

16:05: Found dog, 
Main/S

18:36: Bar check, 500 
block E. Main St.

18:48: Bar check, 800 
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

18:53: Bar check, 700 
block E. Gibbs Ave.

19:05: Bar check, 100 
block N. 9th St.

20:49: Welfare check, 
600 block Benjamin Ave.

22:02: Attempt to locate, 
1800 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

22:19: Person stop, 900 
block N. 9th St.

23:41: Suspicious subject, 
1100 block Hwy 99

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1
00:02: Suspicious condi-

tion, 200 block South R St.
00:06: Attempt to locate, 

700 block E. Gibbs Ave.
04:40: Incomplete 911, 

1800 block E. Main St.
10:37: Abandoned 

vehicle, 1100 block Villard 
Ave.

11:24: Theft, 1400 block 
Daugherty Ave.

12:21: Info, 2000 block 
S. 8th St.

12:50: Welfare check, 
100 block Crestview Ter-

race
13:36: Welfare check, 

200 block N. 10th St.
14:23: Illegal camping, 

Hwy 99/N. Douglas
17:03: Trespass, 800 

block Gateway Blvd.
19:15: Suspicious ve-

hicle, 200 block Davidson 
Ave.

20:36: Motor vehicle 
crash, Gibbs/9th

21:11: Disorderly subject, 
5th/Madison

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2
06:57: Business check, 

Vintage Inn
06:59: Illegal camping, 

100 block Village Dr.
07:16: Disorderly subject, 

1200 block Hwy 99
08:17: Illegal camping, 

200 block N. 12th St.
09:08: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:58: Theft, 21st/Main
10:03: Alarm, 1500 block 

S. 4th St.
10:25: Trespass, 500 

block E. Whiteaker Ave.
10:30: Welfare check, 

River Rd/Main
11:09: Harassment, 400 

block E. Main St.
11:23: Suspicious condi-

tion, 900 block Kristen Way
12:17: Info, 1300 block 

Birch Ave.
13:07: Illegal camping, 

1000 block E. Main St.
13:33: Assault, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
14:15: Suspicious condi-

tion, 900 block Kristen Way
17:06: Found dog, 1400 

block W. Main St.
17:10: Civil, 400 block E. 

Main St.
19:06: Suspicious subject, 

1400 block E. Washington 
Ave.

19:09: Unlawful entry 
into motor vehicle, 1500 
block Hwy 99

20:01: Warrant service, 
100 block N. 14th St.

21:04: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

21:38: Nuisance, 800 

block E. Main St.
21:59: Suicide, 400 block 

River Ave.
22:25: Agency assist, 

Hwy 99/Dugan Ln.
22:41: Disorderly subject, 

700 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3
01:29: Harassment, 1000 

block Hillside Dr.
07:59: Illegal camping, 

300 block S. 6th St.
08:09: Burglary, 700 

block E. Gibbs Ave.
08:40: Fire, 800 block S. 

6th St.
08:54: Warrant service, 

200 block N. 12th St.
09:48: Trespass, 200 

block Davidson Ave.
10:00: Abandoned ve-

hicle, Shields/Landess
10:20: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park Rd.
11:31: Abandoned 

vehicle, 1100 block Villard 
Ave.

12:35: Stolen vehicle, 
1200 block Edgewater Ln.

12:43: Attempt to locate, 
300 block Coop Ct.

14:00: Found property, 
200 block N. 10th St.

14:17: Suspicious 
vehicle, 3200 block Row 
River Rd.

14:29: Illegal parking, 
2400 block E. Main St.

14:34: Wanted subject, 
1500 block Village Dr.

14:44: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1400 block E. 
Washington Ave.

16:48: Suicide, 2000 
block S. 6th St.

17:15: ATL DUII, 1900 
block W. Harrison Ave.

17:45: Order violation, 
1100 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

18:05: Harassment, 1800 
block Harvey Rd.

18:21: Disorderly subject, 
200 block Davidson Ave.

21:30: Suspicious sub-
ject, E. Whiteaker/Mosby 
Cr. Rd.

21:56: Trespass, 300 
block S. 6th St.

22:44: Welfare check, 
1300 block S. 7th St.

23:24: Extra patrol re-
quest, 1300 block S. 7th St.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4
00:20: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
02:12: Warrant service, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
05:59: Barking dog, 200 

block South M St.
06:42: Disorderly subject, 

1300 block E. Main St.
08:16: Fire, 300 block S. 

River Rd.
09:00: Abandoned ve-

hicle, 100 block S. 21st St.
09:57: Civil, 400 block E. 

Main St.
12:20: Alarm, 100 block 

N. 6th St.
12:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
13:08: Civil, 3000 block 

Row River Rd.
13:47: Civil, 400 block E. 

Main St.
14:05: Assault, 500 block 

E. Madison Ave.
15:11: Hit and run, 900 

block Row River Rd.
15:54: Illegal camping, 

40 block N. Douglas St.
18:06: Motor vehicle 

crash, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

18:43: Info, 1500 block 
E. Main St.

19:58: Business check, 
900 block E. Main St.

20:53: Death investiga-
tion, 1400 block Daugherty 
Ave.

21:06: Harassment, 800 
block E. Main St.

22:04: ATL DUII, Row 
River/Currin

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
01:52: Shots fired, 1500 

block Village Dr.
03:39: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.

04:33: Unlawful entry 
into motor vehicle, Red 
Hills Pl/Hillside Dr.

04:48: Stolen vehicle, 
400 block E. Main St.

08:29: Suspicious ve-
hicle, 900 block Row River 
Rd.

09:01: Criminal mischief, 
1300 block S. River Rd.

09:20: Welfare check, 
900 block Row River Rd.

09:36: Warrant service, 
1100 block Lord Ave.

09:53: Business check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

10:57: Animal info, 
78000 block Thornton Rd.

12:17: Abandoned 
vehicle, 100 block Palmer 
Ave.

13:52: Info, 500 block 
Grant Ave.

14:17: Trespass, 1400 
block E. Main St.

15:13: Disturbance, 
32000 block Roosevelt Ave.

15:28: Hit and run, 100 
block N. 7th St.

16:54: Info, 400 block 
North J St.

16:45: Fire, 300 block S. 
River Rd.

17:20: Welfare check, 
1400 block E. Washington 
Ave.

17:33: Alarm, 1700 block 
Pritchett Pl.

18:12: Business check, 
1200 block Gateway Blvd.

18:30: Business check, 
American Market

18:52: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1100 block Birch Ave.

18:58: Suspicious condi-
tion, 700 block Hwy 99

19:34: Disturbance, Lon-
don/Harris

19:35: Business check, 
1500 block E. Main St.

21:41: Disorderly subject, 
1100 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

Search for missing 
local man continues

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove resident 
61-year-old Robert Ray 
Bennett II was last seen at 
a campsite east of Disston 
in late December.

Since that time, a search 
for the missing man has 

continued near Brice 
Creek, according to the 
Lane County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (LCSO).

The LCSO began the 
search December 28.

Bennett was last seen 
standing on the bank of 
Brice Creek at a campsite 
east of Cedar Creek Camp-

ground on Brice Creek 
Road.

“After further investiga-
tion, it is believed Ben-
nett fell into Brice Creek, 
which was running near 
historically high flow rate 
at the time,” LCSO Sgt. 
Tim Wallace said.

The LCSO Search and 
Rescue team searched 
the area extensively with 
drones, K9s, and ground 
searchers. As water levels 
drop, the search and rescue 
team will continue to 
search the Brice Creek, 
Row River, and Dorena 
Lake area, according to 
Wallace.

Bennett is described as a 
white male adult, standing 
approximately 5 feet 10 
inches tall and weighing 
about 165 pounds. He has 
white hair, brown eyes, and 
stubble facial hair. Bennett 
has a hunched posture and 
issues walking. He was 
last seen wearing a maroon 
coat, black shirt, suspend-
ers, tan wranglers, and 
cowboy boots.

Anyone with information 
about his whereabouts is 
asked to contact the Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
541-682-4141.

Courtesy photo from the LCSO
Bennett has a hunched posture and issues walk-
ing. He was last seen wearing a maroon coat, 
black shirt, suspenders, tan wranglers, and cow-
boy boots.

Lost mushroom picker 
found in rural county

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

A lost mushroom picker 
has been found and reunit-
ed with friends following a 
search and rescue mission 
Christmas day.

The search unfolded at 
approximately 6 p.m. Dec. 
24, as the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) 
received a report of a miss-
ing mushroom picker in the 
Big Fall Creek area.

“The person was some-
what prepared for the 
weather, but not to stay out 
overnight,” LCSO Sgt. Tim 
Wallace said.

A team from the LCSO’s 
Search and Rescue re-
sponded and searched the 

area until the early morning 
hours without success. The 
search resumed Christmas 
morning and searchers also 
deployed a drone to assist 
in the search, according to 
Wallace.

“At about 10 a.m., 
the SAR team found the 
subject,” Wallace said. 
“After warming the subject 
and providing dry clothes, 
the searchers and the lost 
victim hiked out of the 
area and reunited the found 
mushroom picker with 
friends.”

The name of the mush-
room picker and where the 
person is from had not been 
released by authorities.

The Lane County 

Sheriff’s Office would like 
to thank the many SAR 
volunteers involved in the 
search who gave up their 
Christmas eve or Christmas 
morning with family to 
make sure the missing per-
son was rescued, according 
to Wallace.

First responders urge 
anyone hiking or mush-
room hunting in the wilder-
ness areas of Lane County 
to be prepared for adverse 
weather and the rough ter-
rain. They also recommend 
that anyone venturing 
into the wilderness advise 
friends or relatives where 
they are heading, when 
they leave, and when they 
expect to return.

Courtesy from the LCS
The search was centered in the Big Fall Creek area of lane County.

Newspaper Ad Series Summary - Q4 2024

HWY 58 Herald https://highway58herald.org/ - 6 mo. banner (mid-October thru mid-March)

Cresswell Chronicle

(Weekly) 6 weeks + 1
bonus week

Each ad runs 1x

Starting: Oct 17
Ending: Nov. 30

Coos Bay
13 weeks total in each
Repeat cycle 2x = 12

weeks.
Run ad 1 again on 13th

week.
Starting: Oct. 17
Ending: Mid Jan.

Cottage Grove
13 weeks total in each
Repeat cycle 2x = 12

weeks.
Run ad 1 again on 13th

week.
Starting: Oct. 17
Ending: Mid Jan.

Bandon Western World
28 weeks total.

Repeat Cycle 4x = 24
weeks.

Run ads 1-4 again to
complete weeks 25, 26,

27, 28
Starting: Oct. 17
Ending: Mid April
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“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
119 South 6th Street • 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

AccessoriesAccessories

Jewelry Jewelry 

Balloons Balloons 

Home Decor Home Decor 

Fine GiftsFine Gifts

Floral ArrangementsFloral Arrangements

Boutique ClothingBoutique Clothing

LYNN TERRY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Two children died of the 
flu in Oregon over Christ-
mas week, the first such 
pediatric deaths in the 
state in two years, accord-
ing to state health officials.

They’re among 11 
deaths of children from the 
flu nationwide, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Every year, the flu kills 
hundreds of people in 
Oregon, with the CDC 
showing 370 deaths in the 
state 2022, the latest year 
available. But pediatric 
deaths are relatively rare, 
said Dr. Paul Cieslak, head 
of infectious diseases and 
vaccinations at the Oregon 
Health Authority.

No children in Oregon 
died from the flu last 
year or in the 2021-22 
and 2020-21 seasons, but 
three died during 2022-23 
and four died during the 
2019-20 season, state data 
shows.

The last flu season was 
particularly deadly for 
children across the coun-
try, with 206 dying from 
the flu, marking a new 
high from 2019-20 when 
199 children died, the 
CDC said.

Cieslak declined to 
provide any details about 
the Oregon kids who died, 
saying during a Friday 
news conference only that 
they were younger than 
18 and died the week of 
Dec. 22 to 28. Their deaths 
were cited in the latest edi-
tion of the health author-
ity’s weekly flu update 
that tracks hospitalizations 

in the Portland area. The 
newsletter said currently 
146 people are hospi-
talized in Multnomah, 
Clackamas and Washing-
ton counties with the flu. 
Cieslak said more than 
470 have been hospitalized 
this season in the Portland 
area.

The flu season started at 
the beginning of October, 
and Cieslak said it’s been 
an average year, noting 
that every year takes a toll.

“Virtually every season, 
we see hospitals filling up 
with patients to overflow-
ing,” Cieslak said, “And 
this year is no exception.”

The flu shot this year 
appears to be fairly effec-
tive against about 75% 
of the strains circulating, 
according to the CDC. The 
vaccine is not that effec-
tive against the influenza A 
strain, which is fairly dom-
inant this year, but that 
strain is the least serious. 

Cieslak said the shot ap-
pears to be a good match 
for the H3N2 strain.

“A little over half of the 
cases are the H3N2, which 
is the worst type,” Cieslak 
said.

Very young children and 
the elderly are the most 
vulnerable to becom-
ing severely ill from the 
virus, with older adults 
accounting for many of the 
deaths. The flu shot can be 
given to anyone at least 6 
months old, and Cieslak 
urged those eligible to get 
vaccinated.

“Every season we do see 
our children being hos-
pitalized with influenza,” 
Cieslak said. “But every-
body’s at risk.”

Yet only a minority of 
Oregonians ever get a flu 
shot. Cieslak said that flu 
vaccinations are down 4% 
this season, with 26% of 
those eligible getting a 
shot. But it’s still not too 
late to get vaccinated, he 
said.

“There are probably 10 
or 12 weeks of influenza 
season left to go,” Cieslak 
said. “We would definitely 
recommend protecting 
yourself against it.”

He said it looks like 
the flu season is peaking 
in Oregon while cases 
of RSV or respiratory 
syncytial virus are increas-
ing. COVID-19 cases have 

been steady, though people 
with COVID are not filling 
up hospitals as they’ve 
done in the past. Cieslak 
said that’s probably 
because Oregonians have 
a high level of immunity 
from illness and getting 
shots and boosters.

Cieslak advised Orego-
nians to take the usual 
precautions if they get 
sick. Stay home, stay 
away from others, cover 
your cough and wash your 
hands. He said masking 
can help as well, and he 
advised people to be aware 
of seniors with chronic 
conditions, who are the 
most susceptible to severe 
illness from respiratory 
infections. At the first sign 
of symptoms, he said to 
get them to a provider.

https://or-
egoncapitalchronicle.
com/2025/01/03/two-
children-died-from-the-flu-
in-oregon-over-christmas-
week/

Oregon Capital Chron-
icle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Two children died from the flu in Oregon over Christmas week

Courtesy photo from Christine Torres Hicks / OHSU
More than 470 people have been hospitalized with the flu this season in the 
Portland area, and two children in Oregon have died.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon has past the 
1,100 mark for the number 
of pertussis cases it’s seen 
during 2024, beating its 
2012 record of 910 cases 
in a single year.

The heighten pertussis 
cases makes the need for 
people to stay up to date 
with their vaccinations all 
the more urgent, accord-
ing to the Oregon Health 
Authority (OHA).

BY THE NUMBERS
As of Monday, Dec. 30, 

Oregon Health Authority 
registered 1,105 cases of 
pertussis—also known as 
whooping cough—dur-
ing 2024. There were 44 
outbreaks, although the 
majority of cases were 
sporadic individual or 
household-related cases 
and not associated with 
outbreaks.

The 2024 count repre-
sents the highest number 
of pertussis cases reported 
in Oregon in a single year 
since 1950, when 1,420 
cases were reported.

Since 2003, eight Orego-
nians with pertussis have 
died. Five were younger 
than 4 months old, and 
there have been three 
deaths in adults – one in 
2023 and two in 2024.

While Oregon didn’t 
beat its 74-year record 

for most cases in a year, 
1,105 is still an extremely 
high number for a vaccine-
preventable disease, ac-
cording to OHA’s Public 
Health Division Com-
municable Diseases and 
Immunizations Medical 
Director Paul Cieslak.

“It’s also a stark re-
minder of how quickly 
the bacterial infection can 
spread and cause illness, 
particularly among people 
who are under- or unvac-
cinated,” Cieslak said. 
“The pertussis vaccine is a 
public health success story 
in terms of its effective-
ness in reducing severe 
illness and deaths from 
the disease—particularly 
among infants.”

According to data from 
the epidemiologists in 
Oregon Public Health 
Division’s Acute and Com-
municable Disease Preven-
tion Section, the median 
age of the 2024 cases is 
12; 7.2% of cases are less 
than a year old, 80% are 
18 or younger and 50% are 
female. About half of the 
cases are up to date with 
pertussis vaccines.

Lane County has re-
ported the highest number 
of pertussis cases this year 
with 315. Rounding out 
the top five counties are 
Multnomah, 235 cases; 
Clackamas, 135; Washing-
ton, 119; and Marion, 75.

Pertussis case counts 

vary considerably from 
year to year, routinely 
reaching triple digits. 
However, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, re-
strictions such as masking 
requirements and school 
closures were in effect, 
which kept annual case 
counts low, Cieslak said. 
Vaccination rates also 
slipped.

“People were less mo-
tivated to get vaccinated 
against pertussis when 
there was less concern 
they would be exposed to 
the infection in the first 
place,” Cieslak said.

But with pertussis activ-
ity so high this year, there 
are more opportunities 
for people to be exposed, 
Cieslak noted. Those who 
are unvaccinated or too 
young to be vaccinated, 
such as infants, are at the 
highest risk from infec-
tion, with babies most 
likely to be hospitalized 
with pertussis.

HOW TO BE 
PROTECTED

There are ways to 
protect vulnerable indi-
viduals. Pregnant people 
can protect their young 
babies by getting the Tdap 
vaccine—which protects 
against tetanus, diphtheria 
and pertussis—at 27–36 
weeks’ gestation. Moth-
ers will make antibodies 
and pass them to their 

babies across the placenta, 
protecting them from the 
moment of birth. It is 
recommended during each 
pregnancy, according to 
the OHA.

“In recent years, about 
two-thirds of pregnant 
Oregonians have been 
getting vaccinated during 
pregnancy,” Cieslak said. 
“However, only 11 of the 
mothers of the 80 infant 
cases this year had docu-
mentation of having gotten 
the recommended shot.”

Vaccination against 
pertussis is routinely 

recommended for infants, 
children, adolescents and 
adults. Children should 
receive the DTaP vaccine 
against diphtheria, tetanus 
and pertussis at 2, 4, 6 and 
15 to 18 months old, and 
again at age 4 to kinder-
garten age. All persons 10 
years old and older should 
receive a single dose of 
Tdap.

“Additionally, when 
pertussis strikes a house-
hold in which an infant or 
pregnant person lives, we 
recommend all members 
of the household receive 

a course of antibiotics ef-
fective against Bordetella 
pertussis—typically, a 
five-day course of azithro-
mycin,” Cieslak said.

Pertussis case count highest since 1950

FAST FACT
As Oregon sweeps 

past the 1,100 cases 
mark, health officials 
remind everyone that 
vaccination against 
whooping cough is 
best way to prevent 

transmission.

Metro Creative Connection
Those who are unvaccinated or too young to be vaccinated, such as infants, 
are at the highest risk from infection, with babies most likely to be hospital-
ized with pertussis, according to the OHA.

Courtesy photo
Commissioner David 
Loveall will serve as 
Lane County Commis-
sion Chair and Commis-
sioner Ryan Ceniga will 
serve as Lane County 
Commission vice chair.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lane County Board 
of Commissioners have 
appointed a chair and vice 
chair.

Commissioner David 
Loveall (District 2) will 
serve as chair and Com-
missioner Ryan Ceniga 
(District 1) will serve as 
vice chair.

Commissioners des-
ignate one member as 
chair and one member as 
vice chair during the first 
regular Board meeting of 
the year. The chair and 
vice chair work together to 
preside over meetings and 
set the agendas for meet-
ings under the rules of the 
board.

“I humbly have a lot to 
learn in this new leadership 
role,” Chair David Loveall 

said. “And, as I said today 
presenting the gavel to 
outgoing Chair Trieger, 
‘Leaders are the dealers of 
hope’. My hopes and deal-
ings in the next year will 
be to bring a contentious 
Board together in consen-
sus by having more open 
work sessions so that we 
communicate together and 
find passionate agreement. 
This way we’ll know each 
commissioner’s priorities 
and can work to get each to 
the finish line, bringing the 
Board to an active place 
that gives hope to the com-
munity we all serve.”

“I am very proud and 
excited to serve as the 
next vice chair of the Lane 
County Board of Commis-
sioners,” Vice Chair Ryan 
Ceniga said. “I have always 

been passionate about local 
politics and understand the 
role and responsibility this 
position holds.”

During the opening 
minutes of the board’s first 
regular meeting of 2025 on 
Jan. 7, the commissioners 
also recognized Com-
missioner Laurie Trieger 
(District 3) for her leader-
ship as chair in 2024 and 
presented with a ceremo-
nial gavel as a gesture of 
thanks from her fellow 
commissioners.

For more information 
about the Lane County 
Board of Commissioners 
meetings, including agen-
das and instructions for 
providing public comment, 
visit www.LaneCountyOR.
gov/BCC.

Commissioners appoint new chair, vice chair
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OBITUARIES & DEATH  NOTICES

COTTAGE GROVE:
6th & Gibbs Church of Christ 6th & Gibbs Church of Christ 
195 N. 6th St. • 541-942-3822195 N. 6th St. • 541-942-3822

10:00am10:00am
Christian Education: Pre-K through 5thChristian Education: Pre-K through 5th

Tim Baker, Senior MinisterTim Baker, Senior Minister
www.6thandgibbs.comwww.6thandgibbs.com

Cottage Grove Bible ChurchCottage Grove Bible Church
1200 East Quincy Avenue1200 East Quincy Avenue

541-942-4771541-942-4771
Pastor:Ron HarrisPastor:Ron Harris

Worship 11amWorship 11am
Sunday School:9:45amSunday School:9:45am

AWANA age 3-8th Grade,AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pmWednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm

www.cgbible.orgwww.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith CenterCottage Grove Faith Center
33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.

541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett

www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available

Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

Delight ValleyDelight Valley
Church of ChristChurch of Christ

33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

Living Faith AssemblyLiving Faith Assembly
467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612

Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 

welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Philip Our Lady of Perpetual Help and St. Philip 
Benizi Catholic ChurchesBenizi Catholic Churches

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420

Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 

Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net

Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane

Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

SSt. Andrews Episcopal Churcht. Andrews Episcopal Church
1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 

Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”

Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

Seventh-day Adventist ChurchSeventh-day Adventist Church
820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram

Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 

Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

Trinity Lutheran ChurchTrinity Lutheran Church
6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373

Vacancy Pastor: Herb PercyVacancy Pastor: Herb Percy
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 

Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 

Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:5 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:5 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

United Methodist ChurchUnited Methodist Church
334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033

Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
Creswell Presbyterian ChurchCreswell Presbyterian Church

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am

website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

Walker Union Church & CemeteryWalker Union Church & Cemetery
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

Our Worship Our Worship 
Directory is a Directory is a 

weekly feature.weekly feature.
If your congregation If your congregation 

would like to be a would like to be a 
part of this directory, part of this directory, 

contact us today!contact us today!

 
 

 
 

(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

Kay Habenick, 82, of Cottage 
Grove, Oregon passed away on 
January 2, 2025. Born on April 
27, 1942, in Minot, North 
Dakota to her devoted parents, 
William Eugene and Signora 
Geneveive (Knutson) Scroggs, 
Kay’s life was defined by her 
wisdom, courage, and passion.

Kay’s journey alongside 
her beloved husband Henry 
Habenick began on April 26, 
1964, in Lompoc, CA. Their 
union, filled with love and companionship, 
lasted an impressive 58 years until Henry’s 
passing in 2022. Together, they raised a family 
that would be Kay’s lasting legacy.

She is lovingly remembered by her daughter, 
Kristen (Eric) Thurston of Cottage Grove, 
OR, and her son, Eric (Theresa) Habenick 
of Triangle, VA. Her sister, Sue Brown of 
Springfield, IL, Kay’s joy was multiplied 
through her grandchildren Brit Habenick, 
Chelsey Habenick, Monica (Daniel) Liverett, 
and great-grandson Isaac Liverett, who will 
continue to be guided by the lessons and love 
she imparted.

For two years, Kay attended the University 
of Illinois, acquiring knowledge that would 

inform her later pursuits. She 
was a steadfast member of the 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Cottage Grove, and she served 
her community volunteering 
with Habitat for Humanity, 
where she found both solace 
and friendship.

Within the sanctuary of her 
home, she embraced her role 
as a homemaker, nurturing 
her children, Kristen and 
Eric. Kay’s touch reached far 

beyond the confines of her household, as she 
dedicated her time to traveling, gardening, 
quilting, sewing, and stencil art—always with 
a good-natured battle to keep the deer out of 
her garden.

Kay’s life was an embodiment of wisdom, 
courage, and passion, traits that she wove into 
the tapestry of her community and family. As 
we bid farewell to Kay Habenick, we celebrate 
the indelible mark she left on the hearts she 
touched.A memorial service will be held at 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel Friday, 
January 17, 2025 at 3:00PM officiated by 
Karen Hill.

Inurnment will take place alongside her 
husband in Arlington National Cemetery.

Kay Habenick
April 27, 1942 - January 2, 2025

Alonzo “DeRoss” Kinkade 
was born December 21, 1939, 
in Cottage Grove, Oregon.

DeRoss grew up in 
humble circumstances but, 
determined to better himself, 
graduated from Cottage 
Grove High School in 1958 
and won a golf scholarship to 
Seattle University (he is now 
a member of its sports Hall 
of Fame). He joined the Air 
Force after graduation where 
he advanced in rank to Captain.  While in 
the Air Force he met Janice Gillis, marrying 
her in 1965.  Shortly after the birth of their 
first son, DeRoss retired from the Air Force 
and pursued a business opportunity in his 
hometown of Cottage Grove, where he 
would live the balance of his life, raising 
five children. DeRoss ran his business for 
decades (renaming it Kinkade Insurance) 
before retiring and then working for the City 
of Cottage Grove as an encore. 

DeRoss never lost his love of golf: he set the 
World Golf Marathon record (as featured in 
Golf Magazine) by playing 365 consecutive 
holes of golf in just under 40 straight 
hours, finishing at 55 under par!  During 
his lifetime, he recorded 24 holes in one 
(including 2 in one day during 2 separate 18-
hole rounds with his son Mark at Emerald 
Valley Golf Course). His low round of 57 is a 
course record at Hidden Valley Golf Course. 
DeRoss won too many trophies to count.  
He twice won the Oregon Tournament of 
Champions, though he was perhaps most 
proud of a 3rd place finish at the Northwest 
Open. He was a devout member of the 

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints and served 
as Bishop of the Cottage 
Grove Ward.  DeRoss loved 
to participate in community 
clubs and activities, 
including the Lions Club 
(twice serving as president) 
and the Odd Fellows Lodge.  
He helped with and donated 
to many community projects 
and was instrumental in the 
construction of Centennial 
Bridge, a covered bridge 

spanning the Willamette River in downtown 
Cottage Grove.  Among his community 
awards, the Chamber of Commerce 
recognized him as First Citizen in 1987 and 
as a Distinguished Service Award recipient 
in 2012. DeRoss loved working with his 
hands, enjoyed travelling with his family, 
and possessed a strong sense of humor. He 
was the life of many a party (at least in his 
mind!).

He was preceded in death by his beloved 
wife in 2020, after 55 years of marriage. He 
died on January 1, 2025, survived by his 5 
children, Brent (Peggy), Wayne (Marci), 
Mark (Shari), Kevin (Helga), Karen (Chris), 
13 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild 
who, along with his many friends and 
relations, will miss his infectious laugh, 
sound advice, and impeccable long putting.

A Funeral Service was held at the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Cottage 
Grove, Oregon.  Interment at Fir Grove 
Cemetery in Cottage Grove. Arrangements 
in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel.

Alonzo “DeRoss” Kinkade
December 21, 1939 - January 1, 2025

1645 E. Main Street, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 • mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

√ Immunizations
√ Medication Synchronization
√ Rx Compounding
√ Prescription & 
   OTC Medication Counseling
√ Convenient Drive-Th ru

MCCOY’S 
PHARMACY 

HAS
MOVED! Free Delivery Within 

Cottage Grove City Limits

David Debysingh, R.Ph. Mike Hankins, R.Ph.

Open M-F 9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-1PM

Gary Russell Kofoid
Gary Russell Kofoid, 89, 

of Cottage Grove, Oregon 
passed away on December 
8, 2024. An inurnment will 
be held January 28, 2025, 
at 1:00 PM at Fir Grove 
Cemetery, Cottage Grove, 
Oregon. A celebration of 
life will follow at 2:00 PM 
32724 Camas Swale Rd., 
Creswell, Oregon. Arrange-
ments are in the care of 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium.

Ferris Monroe Kent
 Ferris Monroe Kent, 97, 

of Cottage Grove, Oregon 
passed away January 5, 
2025. Arrangements are in 
the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium. 

Karrie Kozette 
(Bordeaux) Bork

Karrie Kozette (Bor-
deaux) Bork, 52, of 
Crescent Lake, Oregon 
died December 21, 2024. 
Arrangements are in the 
care of Smith-Lund-Mills 
Funeral Chapel and Crema-
torium.

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

At the first South Lane 
School District board 
meeting of 2025 on Jan. 6, 
Interim Superintendent Brian 
McCasline outlined mid-year 
efforts to accomplish his four 
goals for the 2024-25 year:

•#1: Create and use our 
professional learning com-
munity to raise academic 
achievement.

•#2: Build and maintain a 
cultural climate of care and 
belonging.

•#3: Prepare students to be 
successful in their next steps 
after high school.

•#4: Improve community 
outreach.

Examples of McCasline’s 
mid-year successes

Goal #1: He has visited 30 
classrooms, primarily reading 
and math classes and is using 
data to improve instruction. 
Encouraged professional 
development for administra-
tors to coach teachers in the 

Professional Learning Teams. 
He is supporting and mentor-
ing Chris Wells, the Cottage 
Grove High School Assistant 
Principal, who is serving as 
the Acting Principal while 
Principal Kevin Harrington 
remains on administrative 
leave.

Goal #2: He attended 
Peace Learning Circle train-
ing. Implementing OEA 
Mindfulness, a training 
program that teaches staff 
stress-reducing techniques 
for personal use and in the 
classroom.

Goal #3: He is working 
with Career Technical Educa-
tion staff to evaluate their 
programs and develop Efforts 
are underway to increase 
CTE community connections 
for job shadows and intern-
ships.

Goal #4: He is working 
with students and parents on 
the Student Success Commit-
tee. Attended each school’s 
welcome back events in 
September and spoke with 
parents about topics they are 
passionate about. Continued 
working with the Cottage 

Grove Sentinel and KNND 
Radio’s Beeper Show to keep 
the community informed 
and answer questions people 
have. Plans to attend one 
parent club meeting at 
each school in the next two 
months.

SUPERINTENDENT 
SEARCH PROCESS

Human Capital Enterprises 
is conducting the search us-
ing this timeline:

• Stakeholder Engagement 
(Dec 16-Jan 21): Collects 
input for criteria for the 
job description using focus 
groups & an online survey 
that ended on Jan 9.

• Recruiting (Jan 22-Feb 
28): A national search will be 
conducted.

• Selection (Mar 7-Apr 
15): Candidate interviews 
with internal & external 
stakeholders and an extensive 
review process. Transition 
(Apr-Jun): Orientation activi-
ties in the district and com-
munity. Check the district 
website for updates about the 
superintendent search.

School board receives mid-year reports

Cottage Grove 
Obituaries

For information 
about Cottage Grove 
obituaries, death 

notices, including rates 
and deadlines, call 
1-541-649-1616

William (Bill) Hendrickson, 
a devoted husband, father, 
grandfather & great 
grandfather, passed away 
December 18, 2024 at the age 
of 95 at his home with loved 
ones at his side. Bill was born 
in Ironwood, Michigan to 
John and Lydia (Rahko) 
Hendrickson.

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Melba (Minkin) 
Hendrickson. They married 
in September 1953 and celebrated 71 years 
of marriage in 2024.  Survivors also include 
their children; son Dale of Suisun City, CA, 
daughters Debbie of Grass Valley, CA, Janis 
of Redding, CA, Sherry Davenport (Mark) 
of Martinez, CA, daughter-in-law Jeannine 
of Palo Cedro, CA, four grand-daughters, 
Melissa Vega (Josh), Heather Kessler, Kaela 
Santero (Jake) and Alisha and one great 
grand-daughter Emilyah. Bill was preceded 
in death by his son Jay from Redding, CA.

Bill served in the Army from 1951 to 
1953, worked in the iron ore mines in 
Michigan before moving out to California 
to become a pneumatic maintenance 

expert in San Francisco. 
He stayed in the Bay Area 
to raise his family with 
Melba until he retired and 
moved to Cottage Grove, 
Oregon where he resided 
since 1992. Bill enjoyed 
traveling, camping, fishing 
and tinkering in his shop. 
As a father, Bill taught his 
children many of his skills. 
You could always rely on Bill 
to repair anything. He was a 

member of Trinity Lutheran church.
Bill will be missed by family and friends 

but they take comfort that he is now at 
peace. His legacy of love, hard work and 
dedication to his family will be cherished 
for generations to come.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, 
January 18th, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove, Oregon. 
Remembrances to Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Cottage Grove, OR.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium.

William (Bill) Hendrickson
1929 - 2024
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Wyden bill could restrict imports

MICHAEL COLLINS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Supporting small busi-
nesses should be a top 
policy priority for anyone in 
public office. Their success 
means good-paying jobs, 
economic growth and in-
novative solutions.

In Oregon, we boast 
nearly 400,000 small busi-
nesses, and members of our 
congressional delegation, 
specifically U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden has consistently 
pledged his support of these 
businesses and growing 
trade in Oregon. As Wyden 
said himself: “So much of 
what we do depends on 
trade and what we like to do 
is grow things here, make 
[things] here, add value to 
them here, and then ship 
them somewhere.”

Though Wyden has been 
a consistent champion 
for small businesses and 
consumers, a trade bill he 
introduced seems to run 
counter to their core inter-
ests — and, in fact, could 
make life much harder for 
the small business com-
munity and their customers. 
The proposed legislation 
would significantly restrict 
the de minimis customs en-
try type, a law designed to 
streamline the importation 
of shipments under $800 
to minimize red tape and 
lower costs for merchants 
who import goods while 
maintaining lower consum-
er prices. De minimis may 
not be a household name, 
but it is crucial in creating 
a level playing field for 
small businesses competing 
against major retail brands 
while striving to grow in 
today’s modern economy.

The economic conse-
quences of his proposed 
rule change could be devas-
tating for Oregon. Experts 
at the Mercatus Center sug-
gest the elimination of the 
de minimis threshold could 

add roughly $50 billion in 
additional costs for Ameri-
can consumers and busi-
nesses each year. It could 
easily reignite the inflation 
woes that the country is 
finally moving past, and 
these additional costs for 
consumers could disincen-
tivize them from shopping 
at small businesses. In 
addition, this legislation 
would be difficult for U.S. 
Ccustoms and Border Pro-
tection to administer, and it 
could lead to supply chain 
slowdowns for American 
consumers and small busi-
nesses alike.

Worse yet, a study by 
Yale and University of 
California, Los Angeles re-
searchers found that major 
restrictions to de minimis 
would will disproportion-
ately hurt lower income 
families, as they typically 
purchase goods that benefit 
from this rule.

They found that, “The 
poorest ZIP codes would 
face a 12.1% tariff, whereas 
the richest ZIP codes would 
face a 6.7% tariff,” the 
study said.

These kinds of outcomes 
are antithetical to Wyden’s 
policy goals as they would 
undermine the economic 
progress and key con-
stituencies he pledges to 
support to give middle class 
Americans the chance to get 
ahead. In the past, Wyden 
has praised the current de 
minimis level, claiming 
it “benefits thousands of 
American small businesses 
across all sectors.”

Not only that, Wyden 
was a leading author of the 
Trade Facilitation and Trade 
Enforcement Act of 2015 
that raised the de minimis 
level from $200 to $800. 
Why has he — like many 
lawmakers on both sides of 
the aisle, to be fair — sud-
denly changed his position?

As the most senior 
elected official of one of 

the most trade-dependent 
states, Wyden knows that 
drastic changes to our trade 
policy could have a negative 
impact on the jobs, goods 
and economic activity that 
rely on our many ports. As 
chairman of the powerful 
Senate Finance Committee, 
given all the heightened 
attention involving de mini-
mis, he could leverage his 
influential position to craft a 
policy that doesn’t nega-
tively impact the livelihoods 
of small business owners.

Wyden and his Demo-
cratic colleagues have long 
been champions of promot-
ing a strong environment 
for the businesses that 
keep our economy run-
ning. They should pursue 
a better approach to trade 
that improves the ability of 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to catch bad 
actors and doesn’t inadver-
tently harm the livelihoods 
of ordinary, law-abiding 
Oregonians.

Michael Collins is ex-
ecutive director of external 
relations for Oregon State 
University’s College of En-
gineering. Before that, he 
served as director of exter-
nal relations for the OSU 
College of Forestry. He also 
served on the college’s El-
liott State Research Forest 
project team.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2024/12/30/
wyden-bill-could-restrict-
some-imports-hurting-busi-
nesses/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.

MoMo Productions / Getty Images
Oregon has nearly 400,000 small businesses.

Hurt businesses 

Local fire crews battling 
California wildfires

Courtesy photo from the Oregon State Fire Marshal Facebook page
The Oregon strike teams have been sent from Clackamas, Clatsop, Central 
Oregon, Lane, Lincoln, Linn/Polk, two from Marion, Multnomah, Rogue Val-
ley, Washington, and Yamhill counties.

The good country 
that we are

Is it possible that the 
United States, (his-
torically the defender of 
freedom from tyrants), 
is to go beyond bluster 

and actually bully or 
menace two smaller and 
weaker countries for the 
sake of demonstrating to 
ourselves and the world 
we are capable of such a 
thing? 

Is there in the people of 
the United States enough 

of a memory of Who We 
Are so that they rise up 
with a voice that must 
be listened to that this is 
NOT Who We Are?

Leo Rivers
Cottage Grove

VOICES OF THE COMMUNITY

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Oregon State Fire 
Marshal (OSFM) mobi-
lized 12 strike teams to 
California to help protect 
communities from threat-
ening wildfires burning 
near Los Angeles.

“The Oregon State Fire 
Marshal has been monitor-
ing and working with Cali-
fornia throughout the event 
and received a request for 
assistance late Tuesday 
evening,” the OSFM said 
in a Facebook post Jan. 8. 

As of midnight, Jan. 8, 
twelve strike teams made 
up of 240 firefighters and 
60 engines were mobi-
lizing to the fire scene. 
Oregon Department of 
Forestry officials said they 
continue to monitor the 
California wildfires and 
will fill more requests for 
assistance as needed.

The strike teams were 
sent from Clackamas, 
Clatsop, Central Oregon, 
Lane, Lincoln, Linn/
Polk, two from Marion, 

Multnomah, Rogue Valley, 
Washington, and Yamhill 
counties.

According to CAL 
FIRE, firefighters are see-
ing extreme fire behav-
ior, including short and 
long-range spotting. Winds 
gusts were up to 60 miles 
per hour, increasing the 
dangerous situation. Fire-
fighters and air resources 
will continue to work to 
protect the community and 
infrastructures and gain 
control over fire contain-
ment, according to the 
OSFM.

“Oregon and California 
have a strong partnership 
supporting each other. We 
both understand that fire 
does not recognize map 
lines, and we are ready to 
help each other whenever 
there is a need,” Oregon 
State Fire Marshal Mari-
ana Ruiz-Temple said. 
“During our historic 2024 
wildfire season, California 
sent us help and in their 
time of need, we are work-
ing as fast as possible to 
lend them support during 

this emergency.”
The Oregon and Cali-

fornia have had a strong 
working relationship with 
each other in wildfire 
response since 2017. We 
work with one goal in 
mind, protecting people, 
property, and critical 
infrastructure, accord-
ing to Ruiz-Temple. The 
request for assistance from 
California came through 
the Oregon Department 
of Emergency Manage-
ment and the Emergency 
Management Assistance 
Compact. 

The compact provides 
help during governor-
declared emergencies 
or disasters by allowing 
states to send personnel, 
equipment, and supplies 
to support response and 
recovery efforts in other 
states. The strike teams 
will be reimbursed directly 
by California.

This past summer’s 
wildfire season in Oregon 
broke existing records,, 
with over 1.9 million acres 
burned. 

40% Daily

40% Weekly

0% Monthly

20% No Walks

Yes

No

Do you believe 
President-elect Trump 
should be jailed for his 
criminal convictions?

Weekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results
How often do you 
take a walk in your 
neighborhood?
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*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 3/31/25. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Sports Lover’s Tour Ultimate Baseball Tour
Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-855-839-0752

130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

$99 Installation* Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 4/30/2022

15% off Total Purchase* 
* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this 
offer: employees of Leafguard or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previ-
ous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. 
Sales tax does not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other sale, promotion, 
discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to 
end any promotion at any time without notice. Offer ends 2/28/25.

Call now for your free estimate! 
Financing available 1.877.300.7977

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

Receive a $50 Visa Card 
with your FREE 
in-home estimate

Receive a $50 Visa Card 
with your FREE 
in-home estimate

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who 
attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 
consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive 
a $50 VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored 
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. 
Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter 
protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 
years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, 
both cohabitating persons must attend and complete 
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following 
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Com-
pany or affi liated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all 
current and former Company customers. Card may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that 
Company may substitute a card of equal or greater val-
ue if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the 
participant via fi rst class United States Mail or e-mailed 
within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provided 
at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other 
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored 
or promoted by VISA and is subject to change without 
notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, 
NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. 
Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. 
Expires 2/28/25.
LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Oregon in Oregon 
under license number 223377
* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your 
home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

landscaping, lighting, and 
pedestrian safety.

“If you look around at 
the other communities that 
have done similar projects, 

they have actually done 
better during construction 
because of all the heighten 
advertising, the more 
attention the businesses 
received,” Haskell said. 
“The city has already done 
upgrades to the alleyways 
in anticipation. It is going 
to be a challenge, but we 
are going to do great I 
think.”

Haskell said the cham-
ber and the city have a 
variety of projects and 
events planned around the 

construction in a posi-
tive effort to keep local 
businesses and the city’s 
economy moving forward.

“Hard hat discounts, 
scavenger hunts, movie 
history events, there will 
be all kinds of fun things,” 
she said. 

Cottage Grove Public 
Works Director Faye 
Stewart conducted a 
community meeting in 
October to outline details 
about the reconstruc-
tion project. The topics 

included sidewalk widths, 
trees, parking, lighting, 
furniture, public access to 
businesses during con-
struction, electrical and 
drainage infrastructure 
and safety improvements, 
especially for mobility-
challenged individuals.

“The goal is to do this 
work in a manner that 
facilitates downtown busi-
nesses’ operations and 
create minimum impacts 
as much as possible,” 
Stewart said. 

BY THE NUMBERS
Travel Lane County Vice 

President of Stakeholder 
Relations Andy Vobora told 
The Sentinel in a published 
interview in July, that the 
economic impact of the tour-
ist industry throughout Lane 
County is significant.

Vobora said the lodging 
tax is just one element of 
visitor spending.

“We know that visitors are 
spending around 40 cents 
on each dollar on food and 
beverage,” he said, provid-

ing key points about Lane 
County from the Travel 
Oregon 2023 report:

• $1.07 billion dollars 
spent by visitors coming into 
Lane County.

• 10,440 people employed 
in the hospitality industry 
and $334 million in earnings 
from these jobs.

• 3.4 million overnight 
visitors – this aggregates 
visitors staying in commer-
cial accommodations, private 
homes and campgrounds.

Tourism
Tourism 
continues to 
boost local 
economy

From Page 1

centuries. It was included as 
a sport in the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics.

Merryday, a local his-
torian, said the sport of 
skateboarding was viewed as 
both deviant and dangerous 
behavior. Kids looking for 
areas to skate and do tricks 
ran headlong into parents, 
property owners, and of-
ficials who didn’t want them 
endangering themselves or 
property by their pursuit of 
happiness.

LOCAL HISTORY
In June 1999, The Sentinel 

reported that Sarah Munsell 
and 10 skaters made an 
appeal to the City Coun-
cil urging them to create 
a skatepark. The Cottage 
Grove Recreation Associa-
tion (CGRA) offered support 
for the project and said, 
“Skaters need a place to ride 
safely and hone their skills. 
Skateboarding is a real sport, 
inexpensive form of trans-
portation, and kids need a 
place to go so they can stay 

out of trouble.”
According to Merryday, 

four years later the City 
donated the land the current 
park is on and committed 
$20,000 toward its con-
struction. Several clubs, 
nonprofits and foundations, 
including the Woodard Fam-
ily Foundation, raised funds 
and local companies offered 
materials, donated labor and 
equipment.

“Just when it looked 
like the planets were going 
to align to build what, at 
the time, would have been 
Oregon’s longest skatepark, 
things hit a big hiccup when 
the director of the CGRA 
departed leaving the project 
in limbo,” Merryday said. 
“The loss of momentum 
resulted in the completion of 
only the first of a proposed 
three-phase project.”

DESIGN FLAWS AND 
OPERATIONAL CHAL-

LENGES 
When the park opened 

in August of 2004, it was 
another example of how 
Grovers overcame defeat and 
created a highly desired facil-
ity for local youth. However, 
it soon became obvious that 
despite the best intentions of 
all those who had worked so 
hard to bring it into fruition, 
the park had some built-in 
shortcomings. 

No one who had expertise 

in the developing science of 
skatepark design was among 
those that helped guide the 
process and there were prob-
lems with the riding flow, 
drainage and some built-in 
dangers as well.

Over the years vandal-
ism, tagging, and a reputa-
tion for bad behavior led to 
periodic closures of the park 
as people who had taken 
responsibly to help manage 
and supervise the park and 
the behavior of its users had 
moved on. Repeatedly new 
leaders have stepped up to 
help in volunteering to look 
after things at the Skatepark 
leading to its reopening.

In 2019, after 15 years of 
use, some repairs and fixes 
were made by City main-
tenance staff but the park 
was starting to show its age. 
The consensus of the users, 
park supporters, and the city 
officials believed it was nec-
essary to begin a community 
conversation about the future 
of the municipal skatepark. 
The effort was paused during 
the pandemic and revived 
under the leadership of the 
two councilors and moti-
vated citizens such as Gregg 
Smith.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
AND DONATIONS 

Over the past few years, 
multiple events have been 
organized. Event sponsors 

donated thousands of dollars 
in items including clothing, 
skateboards, bikes, helmets, 
etc. These items were freely 
distributed, and participants 
had the chance to provide 
input on the skatepark de-
sign, with over 80 commu-
nity members contributing 
feedback.

MONETARY 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Cottage Grove City 
Manager Mike Sauerwein 
said he supports the effort 
to improve the park. There 
is no specific line item in 
the annual budget for the 
Skatepark, according to 
Sauerwein. Expenditures are 
part of personnel services 
and facilities maintenance 
line items. 

According to Ervin, 
independent local donations 
have amassed over $3,000. 
Additionally, a $10,000 grant 
from the Yarg Foundation 
has been secured specifically 
for community surveying 
and conceptual design.

SITE SELECTION AND 
LAND DONATION 

The site selection phase is 
now underway, with strong 
indications that the City of 
Cottage Grove will donate 
existing park space for the 
new skatepark. Planners 
say this potential donation 
represents a significant value 

to the project.

CITY PARTNERSHIP 
The Friends of the Cot-

tage Grove Skatepark has a 
cooperative relationship with 
the City, aiming to pursue 
further grant opportunities 
for the construction phase.

USER PERSPECTIVES
Councilor Ervin’s two 

sons, 11-year-old Titus and 
eight-year-old Edwin, have 
been skatepark users for 
more than half their lives. 
Their love of the sport 
motivated their dad to take a 
leadership role in guiding the 
skatepark’s future.

Both boys are BMX bikers 
and Titus also has a scooter. 
They agree the park is too 
small and limits how they 
can use it when there is a 
crowd. Edwin said he enjoys 
meeting friends there and 
likes to “dive down and go in 
the bowl”.

“We need a park that can 
accommodate riders with 
beginning, average and 
advanced skills and can be 
used by all three types of 
wheels,” Titus said. “We 
need bigger jumps with more 
routes and room for expan-
sion.”

Merryday said that despite 
the problems and shortcom-
ings, on fair weather days, 
the Cottage Grove Skatepark 
does attract younger riders.

“While there are a few 

who still ride skateboards, 
most of the current users pre-
fer to do their tricks on razor 
scooters and BMX bikes,” he 
noted. “In considering a new 
design, it will be important 
to keep all wheeled sports 
in mind in developing the 
next phase for Cottage Grove 
youth.”

MORE INFORMATION 
RESOURCES

• Facebook: “Friends of 
Cottage Grove Skatepark”

• Send Email: councilor-
merryday@cottagegrove.org 
or councilorervin@cottage-
grove.org

• Call Councilors: Dana 
Merryday 541-942-5216 
Greg Ervin 541-556-8953

• Donate: Contribute to 
the City of Cottage Grove 
Skatepark Trust Fund – by 
law monies can only be used 
for the Skatepark Check or 
cash can be brought directly 
to City Hall and specify it 
is for the Trust Fund for the 
Skatepark. If by check, put 
“Skatepark Trust Fund” in 
the memo line.

Join the conversation. 
Send your comments in a 
Letter to the Editor to jru-
ark@countrymedia.net and 
follow this special series of 
reports online at cgsentinel.
com and in the Wednesday 
print editions of The Sentinel.

Skatepark
Popular local 
skatepark 
moving toward 
a makeover

From Page 1

is within boundaries of the 
wildland-urban interface. 
Properties that are in both 
a high hazard zone and 
within the wildland-urban 
interface will be prioritized 
for future wildfire risk 
mitigation resources and 
actions.

To help protect these 
communities, future de-
fensible space and home-
hardening building codes 
may apply to properties 
with both designations, 
according to a release from 
the Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF).  

A record 1.9 million 
acres burned this past 
wildfire season in Oregon, 
far exceeding the state’s 
10-year average of 640,000 
acres per season and incur-
ring costs upwards of $350 
million.

All properties with both 
designations are receiv-
ing a certified mail packet 

informing them of the des-
ignations, outlining their 
appeal rights and explain-
ing the appeal process, 
and explaining what the 
designation might mean 
for them and their prop-
erty, according to ODF 
release.

“It’s a hefty packet of 
information that property 
owners will receive by 
certified mail,” Wildfire 
Hazard Map Lay Repre-
sentative Tim Holschbach 
said. “However, we want 
to ensure Oregonians get 
all the relevant information 
they need on their wildfire 
hazard exposure.”

Anyone that does not 
receive a packet but is still 
interested in learning about 
the wildfire hazard where 
they live can visit the Or-
egon Explorer website. A 
Property Owner’s Report is 
available for every Oregon 
tax lot and includes infor-
mation about hazards and 
resources.

The road to completed 
maps has been a long one. 
After the initial wildfire 
map was released and 
rescinded in summer of 
2022, ODF and OSU 
spent more than two years 

receiving and analyzing 
feedback to improve the 
product available today, 
including a recent public 
comment period.

Draft versions of the 
statewide wildfire hazard 
and wildland-urban inter-
face maps were available 
to the public for review 
and comment from July 
18 to August 18. ODF 
received nearly 2,000 
comments from the public 
during the 30-day com-
ment period.

After reviewing the com-
ments on the draft maps, 
ODF identified one key 
theme that had not been 
previously addressed in 
prior adjustments to the 
map: neighbor-to-neighbor 
variation in hazard zones. 
In response, researchers 
took a closer look at those 
variations and their causes. 
OSU evaluated scientific 
methods to reduce neigh-
bor-to-neighbor variations 
in hazard zone designa-
tions that were still in 
accordance with legislative 
rules directing develop-
ment of the map.

This final adjustment is 
in addition to other revi-
sions that have been made 

to the map over the last 
two years in response to 
feedback from elected of-
ficials, county governments 
and the public. Other 
updates to the map since 
2022 include:

• Adjustments for hay 
and pasturelands.

• Adjustments for north-
west Oregon forest fuels.

• Adjustments for certain 
irrigated agricultural fields.

• Corrections for verified 
anomalies identified by 
county planners.

“It’s important that the 
map is as objective and 
understandable as possi-
ble,” ODF Deputy Director 
of Fire Operations Kyle 
Williams said. “It took 
additional time to ensure 
community protection 
measures like home hard-
ening and defensible space 
are prioritized in commu-
nities of highest wildfire 
hazard. It’s been time well 
spent, and we’re pleased 
with the diligence ODF 
staff and OSU researchers 
put into addressing input 
from all sources.”

In addition to feedback 
that resulted in changes to 

the map, there were two 
main themes of public 
input that will not be 
addressed by map adjust-
ments: insurance and exist-
ing defensible space and 
fire hardening improve-
ments, the release states.

Oregon Senate Bill 
82 prohibits insurers in 
Oregon from using this 
map, or any statewide map, 
for making decisions on 
whether to extend coverage 
or determine rates.

Oregon’s Division of 
Financial Regulation has 
investigated concerns and 
confirmed that even prior 
to passage of Senate Bill 
82, no insurance company 
in Oregon has or will use 
these maps for insurance 
purposes. Additionally, 
some property owners 

shared a belief that their 
hazard rating should be 
lower due to implementa-
tion of defensible space 
strategies. By law, the 
map’s hazard assessments 
are based on weather, 
climate, topography and 
vegetation on a broader en-
vironmental scale than just 
an individual property. 

If a property owner has 
implemented appropriate 
defensible space already, 
there is likely nothing that 
a designation of high haz-
ard and being within the 
wildland-urban interface 
will require of them when 
future code requirements 
are adopted.

Find more information at 
the ODF’s wildfire hazard 
web page.

Wildfire
State issues 
Wildfire Hazard 
Maps

From Page 1
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Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC 
New or remodel, decks, siding, 
windows, doors, shops, fenc-
es. 541-913-1541 ccb# 239015 

Wholesale plant nursery in Cottage 
Grove is now hiring for the 2025 sea-
son: daytime hours, Monday through 
Friday. Some part-time hours also 
available. This is a seasonal position; 
work normally lasts through July. 
Duties include order pulling, plant-
ing and delivery driving; no CDL 
required. All drivers also work at the 
nursery several days a week. Excellent 
work environment and staff. If you’re 
looking for a fun job with interesting 
people, this is the place! Email re-
sume to info@loghouseplants.com

CGS 25-100 
COTTAGE GROVE MINI STORAGE 
1520 HWY 99 N COTTAGE GROVE, 
OR 97424 AUCTION: January 25, 2025 
PROMPTLY AT 11:00 A.M. COTTAGE 
GROVE MINI STORAGE IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH ORS 87.162 WILL OFFER 
FOR PUBLIC AUCTION THE FOLLOW-
ING UNITS FOR NON-PAYMENT OF 
RENT AND OTHER FEES. 1. Kristel 
Cochran D-195 2. Scottie Braden 
A-349, A-027, A-020 3. Brayden Akins 
B-335 UNLESS PAYMENT IN FULL IS 
MADE BEFORE TIME OF AUCTION @ 
1520 HWY 99 N COTTAGE GROVE, OR 
97424 SEALED BIDS ON ENTIRE UNIT 
DUE IN OFFICE AT 11:30 A.M. “CASH 
ONLY”  Published Jan 8th & 15th, 2025

CGS 25-101 
Green Gables Mini Stor-
age will be condu
cting an online lien auction for 
the following storage units due to 
non-payment. Auction will be post-
ed at Bid13.com and will begin at 
11:00am on 01/15/25 and end at 
12:00pm 01/23/25. All units must 
be cleaned out by 4:00pm 01/25/25. 
Minimum charge for all units will be 
$50.00. The following list of units 
will be sold to highest bidder and 
are all subject to current tenant pay-
ing past due amounts in full prior to 
end of sale on auction end date. 1. 
Roger Marquez A30 10 X 30 2. Kent 
Waller B8 10 X 20 3. James Jordan 
B41 10 X 20 4. Debbie Whetha B81 
10 X 10 5. Joshua Jackson C107A 5 
X 10 6. Wendi Hilgendorf C109A 5 

X 10 7. Carloyn Allen D108 10 X 15. 
Published January 8th & 15th, 2025 

CGS 25-103 
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE TS NO.: 
24-70686 Reference is made to that 
certain Deed of Trust (hereinafter 
referred as the Trust Deed) made by 
TONY L GALUSHA as Grantor to FI-
DELITY NATIONAL TITLE INSURANCE 
CO, as trustee, in favor of COUNTRY-
WIDE BANK, FSB, as Beneficiary, dated 
2/15/2008, recorded 3/5/2008, as In-
strument No. 2008-012205, in mort-
gage records of Lane County, Oregon 
covering the following described real 
property situated in said County and 
State, to-wit: BEGINNING AT A POINT 
19.0 CHAINS AND 98 LINKS EAST OF 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
WILLIAM G. SIMPSON DONATION 
LAND CLAIM NO. 55, IN TOWNSHIP 
17 SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST OF THE 
WILLAMETTE MERIDIAN; RUNNING 
THENCE SOUTH 5.0 CHAINS EAST 4.0 
CHAINS, NORTH 5.0 CHAINS, WEST 4.0 
CHAINS TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
IN SECTION 24 AND 25, TOWNSHIP 17 
SOUTH, RANGE 6 WEST OF THE WIL-
LAMETTE MERIDIAN, IN LANE COUN-
TY, OREGON. EXCEPT THEREFROM 
THAT PART WHICH LIES WITHIN THE 
BOUNDARIES OF THE WILLIAM SIMP-
SON DONATION LAND CLAIM NO. 
55, IN SAID TOWNSHIP AND RANGE 
IN LANE COUNTY, OREGON. SITUATE 
IN THE COUNTY OF LANE, STATE OF 
OREGON. The street address or oth-
er common designation, if any for 
the real property described above is 
purported to be: 88837 FAULHABER 
RD ELMIRA, OREGON 97437-9714 The 
Tax Assessor’s Account ID for the Real 
Property is purported to be: 0514743 
/17-06-25-20-00800 Both the bene-
ficiary and the trustee, ZBS Law, LLP 
have elected to foreclose the above 
referenced Trust Deed and sell the 
said real property to satisfy the ob-
ligations secured by the Trust Deed 
and a Notice of Default and Election 
to Sell has been recorded pursuant to 
ORS 86.752(3). All right, title, and in-
terest in the said described property 
which the grantors had, or had power 
to convey, at the time of execution of 
the Trust Deed, together with any in-
terest the grantors or their successors 
in interest acquired after execution of 
the Trust Deed shall be sold at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash 
to satisfy the obligations secured by 
the Trust Deed and the expenses of 
sale, including the compensation 

of the trustee as provided by law, 
and the reasonable fees of trustee’s 
attorneys. The default for which the 
foreclosure is made is: The monthly 
installment of principal and interest 
which became due on 5/1/2024, late 
charges, and all subsequent monthly 
installments of principal and interest. 
You are responsible to pay all pay-
ments and charges due under the 
terms and conditions of the loan doc-
uments which come due subsequent 
to the date of this notice, including, 
but not limited to, foreclosure trust-
ee fees and costs, advances and late 
charges. Furthermore, as a condition 
to bring your account in good stand-
ing, you must provide the under-
signed with written proof that you are 
not in default on any senior encum-
brance and provide proof of insur-
ance. Nothing in this notice should be 
construed as a waiver of any fees ow-
ing to the beneficiary under the deed 
of trust, pursuant to the terms and 
provisions of the loan documents. 
The amount required to cure the de-
fault in payments to date is calculated 
as follows: From: 5/1/2024 Total of 
past due payments: $4,196.22 Late 
Charges: $81.50 Additional charges 
(Taxes, Insurance, Corporate Advanc-
es, Other Fees): $606.00 Trustee’s Fees 
and Costs: $2,130.00 Total necessary 
to cure: $7,013.72 Please note the 
amounts stated herein are subject 
to confirmation and review and are 
likely to change during the next 30 
days. Please contact the successor 
trustee ZBS Law, LLP, to obtain a “rein-
statement’ and or “payoff’ quote prior 
to remitting funds.& emsp; By reason 
of said default the beneficiary has 
declared all sums owing on the obli-
gation secured by the Trust Deed due 
and payable. The amount required 
to discharge this lien in its entirety 
to date is: $73,143.00Said sale shall 
be held at the hour of 11:00 AM on 
4/4/2025 in accord with the standard 
of time established by ORS 187.110, 
and pursuant to ORS 86.771(7) shall 
occur at the following designated 
place: At the front entrance of the 
Courthouse, 125 East 8th Ave., Eu-
gene, OR 97401 Other than as shown 
of record, neither the said beneficiary 
nor the said trustee have any actual 
notice of any person having or claim-
ing to have any lien upon or interest 
in the real property hereinabove de-
scribed subsequent to the interest 
of the trustee in the Trust Deed, or 
of any successor(s) in interest to the 

grantors or of any lessee or other 
person in possession of or occupying 
the property, except: NONE Notice is 
further given that any person named 
in ORS 86.778 has the right, at any 
time prior to five days before the date 
last set for sale, to have this foreclo-
sure proceeding dismissed and the 
Trust Deed reinstated by payment to 
the beneficiary of the entire amount 
then due (other than such portion of 
the principal as would not then be 
due had no default occurred) and by 
curing any other default complained 
of herein that is capable of being 
cured by tendering the performance 
required under the obligations) of the 
Trust Deed, and in addition to paying 
said sums or tendering the perfor-
mance necessary to cure the default, 
by paying all costs and expenses 
actually incurred in enforcing the 
obligation and Trust Deed, together 
with the trustee’s and attorney’s fees 
not exceeding the amounts provided 
by ORS 86.778. The mailing address of 
the trustee is: ZBS Law, LLP 5 Center-
pointe Dr., Suite 400 Lake Oswego, OR 
97035 (503) 946-6558 In construing 
this notice, the masculine gender in-
cludes the feminine and the neuter, 
the singular includes plural, the word 
“grantor” includes any successor in 
interest to the grantor as well as any 
other persons owing an obligation, 
the performance of which is secured 
by said trust deed, the words “trust-
ee” and & lsquo; beneficiary” include 
their respective successors in interest, 
if any. Without limiting the trustee’s 
disclaimer of representations or war-
ranties, Oregon law requires the trust-
ee to state in this notice that some 
residential property sold at a trustee’s 
sale may have been used in manu-
facturing methamphetamines, the 
chemical components of which are 
known to be toxic. Prospective pur-
chasers of residential property should 
be aware of this potential danger be-
fore deciding to place a bid for this 
property at the trustee’s sale. Dated: 
11/19/2024 ZBS Law, LLP By: Amber 
L. Labrecque, Esq., OSB#094593 ZBS 
Law, LLP Authorized to sign on behalf 
of the trustee A-4829594 01/15/2025, 
01/22/2025, 01/29/2025, 02/05/2025.

541-649-1616
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F i n d  u s  o n 
F a c e b o o k

C o t t ag e G ro ve 
S e n t in e l

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Specializing in Powerstrokes

• Complete Automotive Repair & Service
• A/C, Transmission    • Performance & Computer Diagnostics 
• ASE Certified Factory Ford Master Technician

80408 Delight Valley School Road • 942-2521

Ph:541-942-8522 • rhilgendorf@autoart.biz

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE
Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:

• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold
Residential & Commercial

Serving the 
Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

C
C
B
#
1
9
3
5
8
6
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

Please call 
541-942-9267

or log on to:

Shelly D Insurance, Inc.

Shelly Dement - Independent Agent
Over 20 Years Experience

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE 
LONG TERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shelly D Insurance, Inc.
Phone: 541-942-3191
Email: shellydinsurance@msn.com

Local Independent 
Insurance Agent 
Since 1993.

H Medicare Advantage Plans
H Medicare Supplement Plans
H Health Insurance
 - Employer Group Plans
 - Individual and Family Plans

Proudly  
Representing 

Many
Carriers  

Including:
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently we represent 9 out of 10 organizations which offer 35 out of 37  Medicare Advantage products in your area and 6 out of 21 Medicare 
Supplements that are available in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov, 1–800–MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Reduce • Recycle •Reuse
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JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media, Inc.

The USDA Forest 
Service will host a series 
of public meetings across 
northern California, Oregon 
and Washington to discuss 
the proposed amendments 
to the Northwest Forest 
Plan (NWFP). 

The meetings will allow 
the public to learn about 
and comment on the Draft 
Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) released 
in November 2024, accord-
ing to a release from the 
USDA Forest Service.

“The public meetings 
will provide information on 
the proposed amendment, 
which aims to address wild-
fire resilience, economic 
opportunities, improved 
forest stewardship, adapting 
to a changing climate, and 
tribal inclusion,” the release 
states. 

Topics of discussion will 
include an introduction to 
the Northwest Forest Plan, 
an overview of the pro-
posed amendment to land 
management plans, key 
details about the proposed 
action and alternatives 
outlined in the DEIS, and 
information on how to 
engage during the 120-day 
public comment period.

Sessions will be hosted 
by the local Forests and 
members of the NWFP 

team will be onsite to 
answer questions. These 
meetings represent a crucial 
opportunity for the public 
to engage with the Forest 
Service and contribute their 
perspectives to shaping the 
future of forest manage-
ment across the Northwest 
Forest Plan area.

The meetings will 
be held at various loca-
tions, including Corvallis, 
Springfield and Roseburg, 
throughout January and 
February 2025.

Details and updates 

regarding the schedule 
and locations can be 
found at https://www.
fs.usda.gov/detail/r6/
home/?cid=fseprd1172301.

“Much has changed in 
society and science since 
the Northwest Forest Plan 
was created nearly 30 years 
ago,” the Forest Service’s 
Pacific Northwest Regional 
Forester Jacque Buchanan 
said. “We’re amending the 
plan to address today’s 
challenges in ways that 
honor the plan’s original 
goals, while adapting to 
changing conditions and 
enhancing wildfire resil-
ience.”

The public comment 
period for the DEIS will re-
main open until March 17, 
2025. The Forest Service 
is encouraging interested 
parties to attend these meet-
ings to learn more about the 
proposed amendment and 
to provide input during this 
time. 

Comments can be 
submitted at https://cara.
fs2c.usda.gov/Public//
CommentInput?Project=
64745. The Forest Service 
will review and incorpo-
rate feedback to develop a 
final environmental impact 
statement, anticipated later 
in 2025.

To view the DEIS and 
learn more about the pro-
posed amendment, visit the 
Project Page.

REGIONAL MEETINGS

Umpqua National Forest 
6 p.m. Jan. 27
Roseburg Public Library
Ford Rood
1409 NE Diamond Lake 

Blvd.
Roseburg
Siuslaw National Forest
5:30 p.m. Feb. 11
Siuslaw National Forest 

Supervisor’s Office
320 SW Jefferson Way
Corvallis, OR 97331
Willamette National 

Forest
5:30 p.m. Feb. 12
Willamette National For-

est Supervisor’s Office
3106 Pierce Parkway
Springfield

For more information, 
visit:

• Northwest Forest Plan 
Federal Advisory Commit-
tee: https://www.fs.usda.
gov/goto/r6/nwfpfac

• Northwest Forest Plan: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
r6/reo/

• Pacific Northwest Re-
gion: https://www.fs.usda.
gov/r6

For more information 
about the USDA Forest 
Service, visit https://www.

fs.usda.gov.
For additional news 

about National Forests in 
the Pacific Northwest, visit 
the agency’s news page at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/
news/r6/news-events.

HAPPY HAPPY 
101 YEARS101 YEARS

Mr. Pupke. Coach. Ron. Our dad.
A true testament to living life to the fullest. As a 

7th grader, dad was not only drawn to math and PE 
but already knew he wanted to be a teacher so he 

could encourage students and help develop athletic 
skills in the junior high school age kids. He pursued 
these goals with the love of his life. Dad and mom 
contributed in so many ways to their schools, their 
church and their community. They cherished the 
life-long friendships they made along the way.

We love you Dad.
Shauna, Renn, Vonn & Camee

Backer Family Dental
Creating Smiles That Last a Lifetime!

Eugene 
401 E. 10th Ave. #300

(541) 344-3333

Cottage Grove 
1551 E. Main Street 

(541) 942-8437

Cottage Grove High School sports update
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

It’s midway through the 
winter sport season for 
Cottage Grove High School 
athletes and their coaches. 
Let’s take a look at where 
the Lion teams stand.

BASKETBALL
The CGHS boys team 

picked up a win against 
Newport 63-53 in non-
league play Jan. 7. The 
Lion boys lost 54-73 
against Phoenix Jan. 3. 
The boys had assembled a 
6 win - 6 loss record as of 
Jan. 9.

In league play, the Lions 
were scheduled to host 
Marist Catholic Jan. 10 and 
Marshfield Jan. 14, and 
travel to Junction City for 
competition Jan. 17. See 
game results at osaa.org.

The CGHS girls team 
was scheduled to face Junc-
tion City Jan. 17, following 
competition against Marsh-
field Jan. 10. See game 
results at osaa.org.  In 
non-league play the Lady 
Lions beat Newport 52-39 
Jan. 7 and lost to Phoenix 
38-56 Jan. 3. The girls have 
assembled a 7 win - 5 loss 
record as of Jan. 9.

SWIMMING
The CGHS boys and 

girls swim team is prepar-
ing for competition against 
Sheldon at the Cottage 
Grove Dual BSW Meet at 
the Warren H. Daughter 
Aquatic Center Jean. 17. 
The team travels to Mingus 
Park Pool to face Marsh-
field in a Dual BSW Meet 
Jan. 24.

WRESTLING
The CGHS boys wres-

tling squad is preparing fro 
the Nick Lutz Invitational 
at Siuslaw High School 
schedule for Jan. 18 and 

will compete at the New-
port Dual BWR Met at 
Newport High School Jan. 
21. The CGHS team has 17 
meets scheduled this sea-
son, including the Oregon 
West Conference Districts 
Feb. 22.

The Lady Lions wrestling 
squad is set to compete 
Jan. 17 at the Nick Lutz 
Invitational at Siuslaw High 
School and Jan. 21 at the 
Newport Dual GWR Meet. 
The Lions have an 11-game 
schedule this season, in-
cluding the Special District 
2 Championship at Cottage 
Grove Feb. 14-15.

Courtesy photo
The Cottage Grove High School winter sports 
include basketball, swimming and wrestling.

Public to review Forest Plan amendments

““WE’RE AMENDING 
THE PLAN TO 

ADDRESS TODAY’S 
CHALLENGES 
IN WAYS THAT 

HONOR THE PLAN’S 
ORIGINAL GOALS, 
WHILE ADAPTING 
TO CHANGING 
CONDITIONS 

AND ENHANCING 
WILDFIRE 

RESILIENCE.”
~ JACQUE 

BUCHANAN, FOREST 
SERVICE’S PACIFIC 

NORTHWEST 
REGIONAL 
FORESTER

Courtesy photo
The meetings are designed to will allow the public 
to learn about and comment on the Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement (DEIS) released in 
November 2024.
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