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INSIDE

Your new home is waiting for you... just listed. This beautiful spacious
home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, has entertaining, homeschooling, 

or working from home space. Schedule a private showing today!

2110 Buttercup Loop, 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2,080 SF • $440,000

Arlene Pearson
Mobile: (503) 440-3689

Real Estate Broker, licensed in Oregon

Sports
CGHS Football Incredible 
Turnaround

See page 8

Lifestyle
Life in Cottage Grove

See page 4

City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.

See LEGACY, Page 6 See HEALTH, Page 6
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NEWS@ cgsentinel.com
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CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

“Even in a group, sing-
ing for an audience takes 
courage. Carving out time 

to rehearse week after 
week takes dedication.”

Claire Savin, 
Gem Tones Director 
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When the Gem Tones stepped 
onto the Opal Center stage for 
their debut concert series January 
16–18, they weren’t just presenting 
a program of choral music — they 
were introducing Cottage Grove to a 

brand new community choir built on 
courage, connection, and the joy of 
singing together.

The group, made up of 13 regular 
members ranging roughly from their 
mid 50s to mid 80s, is directed by 
Claire Savin, a longtime Grover and 
part time music teacher at Harrison 
Elementary. Savin, who has lived in 
Cottage Grove for 14 years, brings 
a lifetime of musical experience to 
the podium — from childhood flute 
lessons in New York to a full music 
scholarship at the University of 
Arkansas.

But she is quick to emphasize 
that the Gem Tones began with 
someone else’s spark.

“Maya Burton, the director of the 
Opal Center, is the driving force 

behind the creation of the Gem 
Tones,” Savin said. “Everything we 
talked about in those early meetings 
was a direct reflection of Maya’s 
initiative.”

Burton, who serves as the group’s 
administrator, successfully applied 
to the Fred W. Fields Fund of 
Oregon Community Foundation 
to begin the choir. She recruited 
members through flyers, community 
outreach, and a prominent display in 
the Opal Center window — a detail 
several singers mentioned when 
asked how they found the choir. An 
online sign up form on the Opal 
Center website helped the group gel 
quickly, and rehearsals were well 
attended from the start.

FINDING THEIR SOUND
Choosing repertoire for a brand 

new senior choir proved to be one 
of Savin’s biggest early challenges 
— and one of her biggest surprises.

“I underestimated the expertise of 
this group,” she admitted. “From the 
start, I relied on suggestions from 
choir members and feedback from 
our pianist, Evan Barrett, and from 
Maya, who both have extensive 
choral experience.”

Two of the programmed pieces 
came directly from choir member 
suggestions, and another member 
who is a retired music teacher 
arranged several public domain 
selections so the group wouldn’t 
have to purchase scores. The result 
was an eclectic, well rounded 

program that blended folk songs, 
classical works, rounds, four part 
harmonies, and musical theater 
selections.

One piece in particular held spe-
cial meaning: “Dona Nobis Pacem.”

“For most of them, this piece 
was synonymous with singing in a 
school choir,” Savin said. She used 
it as a warm up throughout the sea-
son, and it ultimately became the 
choir’s opening number.

A SEASON OF FIRSTS 
The Gem Tones’ first public 

performance came in December 
at Magnolia Gardens — a short 
20 minute program that gave the 
group a chance to test their more 

Finding Community in Song
Gem Tones shine in debut concerts
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CGPD launches 
homicide investigation

Cottage Grove Police are investi-
gation an incident in which one per-
son was found shot along Highway 
99.

Cottage Grove Police Department 
(CGPD) officers responded at 
approximately 5:30 a.m. Jan. 20, 
to a report of a male who was 
found on the ground, unconscious 
and bleeding in the 1500 Block of 
Highway 99.

“When officers arrived, they 
found an adult male with an appar-
ent gunshot wound,” CGPD Chief 
Cory Chase stated in a release. 
“Officers attempted CPR but the 
male was pronounced deceased at 
the scene after medics arrived.”

Witnesses in the area reported 
hearing gunshots and seeing an 
unknown person wearing dark cloth-
ing running from the area, according 
to Chase, who added that no sus-
pects had been identified or located 
as of Tuesday morning, Jan. 20. 

On Wednesday, Jan. 21, Chase 
issued a second release identifying 
the victim and classifying the inci-
dent as a homicide.

The victim is identified as 
50-year-old Eusebio Pablo Pablo, of 
Cottage Grove. 

“The death is being investigated 
as a homicide. There is no new 
suspect information to share at this 
time,” Chase said.

No specific details have been 
released by CGPD about what led to 
the incident.

Chase said the investigation is 
active and the Cottage Grove Police 
Department is being assisted by the 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Lane County District Attorney’s 
Office.

CGPD is asking anyone who 
may have any information about 
this investigation, to call the 
Cottage Grove Police Department at 
541-942-9145.

Follow developments online 
at cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of The 
Sentinel.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

“This year, with our low 
vaccination rate, we are 
just woefully unprepared 

for flu season.”

Jason Davis, Lane County 
Public Health spokesperson

Influenza season peaks as “Super Flu” circulates
Vaccination rates hit new lows

Flu season in Oregon has reached 
its traditional peak, but public health 
officials say this year’s picture car-
ries a twist: a mid season shift to 
a more severe influenza strain and 
some of the lowest vaccination rates 
Lane County has seen in years.

Influenza, commonly known as 
the flu, is a contagious respiratory 
tract infection caused by influenza 
viruses. Influenza can cause mild to 
severe illness, and at times can lead 
to death. Symptoms of influenza 
generally include fever, cough, sore 
throat, muscle aches, headache, and/
or fatigue, according to the Oregon 
Health Authority (OHA).

BY THE NUMBERS 
“During most influenza seasons, 

which typically run from November 
to April, between 10 percent and 20
percent of the population is infected 
with influenza viruses,” the OHA 
states on its website. “More than 
200,000 people are hospitalized 
with influenza each year in the U.S. 
Certain groups of people, including 
older adults, young children, preg-
nant women, and people with cer-
tain health conditions, are at higher 
risk for serious complications from 
influenza illness.”

Statewide data suggests Oregon is 
tracking within normal seasonal pat-
terns, but local health leaders warn 
the community is more vulnerable 

than usual — not because the virus 
is behaving unpredictably, but 
because residents are entering the 
season with far less immunity than 
in the past.

According to the Oregon Health 
Authority’s latest influenza report, 
flu activity has been rising steadily 
since December. Emergency depart-
ment visits for influenza like illness 
increased through early January, 
and statewide test positivity has 
climbed. 

Hospitalizations remain within 
the expected range, but both influ-
enza and COVID 19 are circulating 
at higher levels than last winter, 
with RSV also contributing to sea-
sonal illness.

LANE COUNTY 
Lane County’s experience mirrors 

the statewide trend.
“Typically flu season peaks 

around January 20,” said Lane 
County Public Health spokesperson 
Jason Davis. “We’re right on sched-
ule. We expect to see cases start to 
decline soon.”

The county’s first confirmed 
flu cases of the 2025–26 season 
appeared in late September and 
early October, primarily involving 
the H1N1 strain. For the first half 
of the season, Lane County tracked 
closely with the last five years in 
both case numbers and severity.

That changed in December, when 
H1N1 was overtaken by H3N2 — 
the strain some have dubbed the 
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The police blotter 

relates to the public record 
of incidents as reported by 
law enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE POLICE 

JANUARY 12  
• 01:41: Trespass, 76000 

block London Rd.
• 03:03: Agency assist, 

32000 block Latham Rd.
• 03:29: Trespass, 1200 

block Gateway Blvd.
• 08:00: Illegal camping, 

200 block N. 12th St.
• 10:47: Theft, 700 block 

Hwy 99
• 10:49: Abandoned vehicle, 

8th/Main
• 11:43: Business check, 

900 block Main St.
• 11:48: Theft, 200 block N. 

12th St.
• 11:58: Motor vehicle 

crash, N. River Rd/Main
• 12:15: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 12:28: Drug activity, Cam-

bria Pl/Hillside
• 13:16: Fraud, 900 block 

Row River Rd.

• 13:51: Abandoned vehicle, 
2100 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

• 14:08: Theft, 900 block N. 
Douglas Ave.

• 15:16: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

• 15:27: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

• 15:44: Theft, 1100 block 
E. Madison Ave.

• 18:33: Motor vehicle 
crash, River Rd/Bennett 
Creek Rd.

• 20:11: Fire, 1100 block S. 
4th St.

• 20:17: Reckless driving, 
700 block South R St.

• 21:13: Reckless driving, 
1600 block Fairview Pl.

• 21:45: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1300 block E. Main 
St.

• 22:37: Trespass, 76000 
block London Rd.

JANUARY 13
• 01:41: Trespass, 1300 

block E. Jefferson Ave.
• 06:55: Juvenile problem, 

100 block N. 6th St.
• 09:51: Motor vehicle 

crash, Hwy 99/Longview 
Ln.

• 10:23: Welfare check, 500 
block Patrick Lp.

• 11:59: Mental subject, 200 
block S. 13th

• 12:08: Trespass, 200 block 
Gateway Blvd.

• 14:05: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

• 16:19: Hit and run, Taylor 
Butte/Hillside

• 16:41: Fire, 80000 block 
Hwy 99

• 19:54: Trespass, 900 block 
E. Gibbs Ave.

• 20:28: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

• 22:01: Juvenile trouble, 
2700 block Row River Rd.

• 22:37: Suspicious condi-
tion, 2700 block Hillside 
Dr.

JANUARY 14
• 01:44: Disturbance, 2400 

block Bennett Creek Rd.
• 05:58: Motor vehicle crash, 

Hwy 99/Latham
• 07:54: Illegal camping, 200 

block N. 12th St.
• 09:36: Juvenile problem, 

1000 block Taylor Ave.
• 10:32: Abandoned vehicle, 

2000 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

• 11:05: Warrant service, 400 
block E. Main St.

• 11:10: Assault, 1300 block 
S. River Rd.

• 11:25: Motor vehicle crash, 
Hwy 99/Abbott

• 13:27: Hit and run, 1200 
block Gateway Blvd.

• 13:30: Agency assist, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

• 14:.34: Abandoned vehicle, 
1100 block S. 8th St.

• 16:35: Welfare check, 500 
block N. 9th St.

• 19:34: Trespass, 100 block 
North J St.

• 23:01: Suspicious vehicle, 
200 block N. 12th St. 

JANUARY 15
• 09:26: Suspicious vehicle, 

900 block Row River Rd.

• 11:01: Warrant service, 
10th/Main

• 11:56: Repo, 100 block 
Palmer Ave.

• 14:30: Theft, 800 block N. 
16th St.

• 15:37: Hit and run, 900 
block Row River Rd.

• 16:25: Disturbance, M/
Birch

• 16:58: Fraud, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

• 18:02: Suspicious subject, 
300 block Hwy 99

• 18:34: Found dog, 79000 
block Hwy 99

JANUARY 16
• 02:45: Suspicious vehicle, 

1700 block E. Main St.
• 10:03: Agency assist, 2000 

block Bryant Ave.
• 10:13: Welfare check, 100 

block Gateway Blvd.
• 15:09: Abandoned vehicle, 

1200 block Meeker Dr.
• 16:01: Welfare check, 500 

block Grant Ave.
• 16:17: Motor vehicle 

crash, 19th/Main
• 16:27: Fire, 1400 block W. 

Main St.
• 16:51: Nuisance, 300 

block S. 1st St.
• 20:37: Illegal camping, 

1400 block E. Washington 
Ave.

• 21:08: Suspicious vehicle, 
15th/Washington

• 21:34: Alarm, 700 block 
N. River Rd.

• 22:31: Suspicious vehicle, 

100 block S. 10th St.
• 22:39: Trespass, 100 block 

N. 14th St.

JANUARY 17
• 04:15: Suspicious condi-

tion, 100 block S. 10th St.
• 04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 10:21: Animal info, 1100 

block W. Main St.
• 13:02: Burglary, 2000 

block S. 8th St.
• 14:02: Trespass, 1400 

block S. 11th St.
• 14:12: Trespass, 700 block 

Gibbs Ave.
• 16:57: Unlawful entry into 

motor vehicle, 1000 block 
S. 6th St.

• 18:14: Illegal parking, 900 

block N. Douglas St.
• 22:05: Illegal camping, 

1100 block E. Main St.
JANUARY 18

• 03:50: Nuisance, 800 
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

• 10:38: Warrant service, 
200 block Gateway Blvd.

• 10:58: Unlawful entry into 
a motor vehicle, 500 block 
S. 8th St.

• 11:55: Suicidal subject, 
500 block Grant Ave.

• 14:24: Welfare check, 500 
block Patrick Lp.

• 16:04: Agency assist, 100 
block Blair Ct.

• 18:06: Burglary, 1400 
block E. Washington Ave.

• 18:43: Death investigation, 
700 block S. 8th St.
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Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.

Wilderness safety advisory issued
Lane County Sheriff’s 

Search & Rescue (SAR) 
volunteers with the Special 
Vehicles Group responded to 
assist the driver of an SUV 
that was stuck in deep snow 
Jan. 7.

The vehicle was located on 
a national forest road south 
of Brice Creek Road. SAR 
volunteers located the vehicle 
and assisted the driver back 
down to the valley.

The SAR team urges any-
one heading into the high 
county and wilderness areas, 
to plan accordingly if you 
choose to enjoy the snow off 
maintained roads.

Follow these tips to 
stay safe when you 
explore the outdoors in 
our county:

• Always tell someone 
where you are going and 
when you plan to return.

• Know conditions before 
you leave - rain in the valley 
can mean ice up high!

• Be prepared to stay out 
overnight - even if you don’t 
plan to get out of your car.

• Bring maps for offline 
navigation - cell service can 
be spotty!

• If you go on the water, 
ALWAYS wear a life jacket!

• If you become lost, STAY 
PUT! Find a way to signal or 
make your location visible. 
Always carry a whistle and 
flashlight in the outdoors – it 
just might save your life.

Nearly every week, Lane 
County Sheriff’s Search & 
Rescue deputies and vol-
unteers assist our residents 
and visitors in all types of 
environments. 

Learn more about our 
Search & Rescue program 
or donate to their work at: 
http://www.lanecounty.org/.../
volunteers/search_and_rescue

Frances Bocox, 95 of Cottage Grove, 
Oregon passed away on January 16, 2026. 
Arrangements  are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Guillermo Avita Garcia, 58, of 
Oregon, passed away on January 13, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

Crystal Amanda Gray, 46, of Elmira 
Oregon, passed away on January 12, 2026.

Arrangements are in the care of Sunset 
Hills Funeral Home, Crematorium & 
Cemetery.

Jeffery Patterson Cach, 58, of Oregon, 
passed away on January 14th, 2026. 

Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

June Marie Steffen, 85 of Cottage Grove, 
Oregon passed away January 10, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Marjorie Ann Tonole, 87 of Clackamas, 
Oregon passed away January 6, 2026. 
Arrangements  are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Darren Miller, 59, of Eugene, Oregon, 
passed away on January 12, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

Frank H. Niderkorn, 91, of Eugene, 
Oregon, passed away on January 15, 2026.

Arrangements are in the care of Sunset 
Hills Funeral Home, Crematorium & 
Cemetery.

Norma Jean Mabie, 87 of Eugene, Oregon 
passed away January 18, 2026. Arrangements 
are in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium. 

Norman Mendes, 68, of Eugene, 
Oregon, passed away on January 16, 2025. 
Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

Ronald “Ron” Scott Hober, 62 of 
Cottage Grove, Oregon passed away January 
18, 2026. Arrangements are in the care 

of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium.

Syble Sue Anderson, 89 of Bend, Oregon 
passed away January 6, 2026. Arrangements 
are in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium.

Toney Plunk, 62, of Eugene, Oregon, 
passed away on January 14, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

William Scott Seaberry, 64, of Eugene 
Oregon, passed away on January 9, 2026.

Arrangements are in the care of Sunset 
Hills Funeral Home, Crematorium & 
Cemetery.
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JANUARY 28  
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 11 a.m. –7 p.m. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave. For information 
call: 541-942-3828.

• Cottage Grove Lions Club. 
Noon. Axe & Fiddle, 657 E. 
Main St.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Craft Tutor. 2:30 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Library. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave. Make a fun craft 
to take home.

• Open Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 
Cottage Bowl. 740 Row 
River Road. Info: 541-767-
2695 or www.thecottagebowl.
com

• Elks Bingo. 5 p.m. Elks 
Lodge. 775 N. River Rd. 
Doors and lounge open at 5 
p.m. Early Bird Bingo begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

• Regular games begin at 7 
p.m. Food and beverages 
available for purchase.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing. 106 S. 6th St.

• AWANA. 6:30-8 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Bible Church. 
1200 E. Quincy Ave. A mid-
week discipleship ministry 
for youth from Age 3 thru 8th 
grade that meets during the 
school year.

• Axe and Fiddle Game Night 
w/Ayla. 6:30 – 10 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle. 657 E. Main St. 
(Free)

JANUARY 29
• CCG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541.942.3828

• Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 2475 
Jim Wright Way (donation)

• Baby Laptime (birth to 2 yrs). 
11:30 a.m. Cottage Grove 
Library. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Luncheon. Noon–
1:30pm. Elks Lodge. 755 N. 
River Rd. Program: Outgoing 
President Cameron Reiten 
highlights of 2025 Cham-
ber events. Mayor Candace 
Solesbee installs new board 
members. Introduction of 
Chamber Health Plan. Fee: 
$25/person.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 
South 10th St. (across from 
Bohemia Park).

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Reception 
Hall. 700 E. Gibbs Avenue. 
Tables, paddles, and balls 
provided.

• Celebrate Recovery. Soup 
dinner 5:15 p.m. Meeting 6 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N. CR is a Christian-
based recovery program for 
any hurt, habit, or hang up 
that is based on 8 Principles 
& 12 Steps for more informa-
tion call 541.554.8135.

• Pilates/Yoga Class, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Row River Grange. 
34360 Row River Rd. Build 
strength, improve flexibil-
ity and balance in warm & 
welcoming class taught by 
Courtney. To register before 
the first class: alignyourlife-
coach@gmail.com Fee: Five 
class passes $60

• Bradly Shepherd & Friends 
(Americana) 5:30-8 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery. 106 
South 6th St.

• Karaoke Night. 9 p.m. to 
Midnight. Bohemian Tavern. 
48 N. 9th St.

JANUARY 30
• CCG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m .–6 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541.942.3828

• American Legion Post 32 
Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 W. 
Main St. Cards: 50-cents. 
Payout is 75% per game. 
Proceeds support veterans 
in our community.

• Last Friday Art Walk. 6-8 
p.m. Historic Downtown 
District

• The Huckleberrys. (Ameri-
cana) 6-9 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery. 106 S. 6th St.

• Weekly Pool Tournament 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. 
48 N. 9th St. (Entry Fee: $5 
and BCA Rules).

• Leo Moon (Indie Folk). 8 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 657 
E. Main St. $10.8 p.m. 
($10 Cover).

• “Shortcuterie” 8-10pm. 
Opal Center. 513 E. Main 
St. Suggested donation: 
$10/at door. Showcase of 
emerging fi lmmakers with 

DIY shorts from global 
festivals and Lane County 
creators. 

JANUARY 31
• SShare Fair USA 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St. (covered parking 
area next to Urban Kitchen) 
Reserve a space and share 
from your abundance with 
neighbors who are in need. 
Load up your unwanted items 
to give away for free (no 
bartering). Details about the 
weekly event is on Share Fair 
USA Facebook page or send 
email to eventsbyananda@
gmail.com

• CG Public Library Hours 
Today. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541-942-3828.

• Storytime (all ages welcome). 
11:30 a.m. Cottage Grove 
Public Library, 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave.

• Bradly Shepherd’s Perfect 
Flavor. (Americana) 1-3 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery. 106 S. 
6th St.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 
South 10th St. (across from 
Bohemia Park).

• Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner Birch 
Avenue and H Street

• AlAnon Meeting. 7 p.m. 
Sinclair Room. Cottage 
Grove City Hall. 400 East 
Main St. A 12-step group for 
family members and friends 
of alcoholics/addicts offering 
mutual support and a design 
for living in spite of what the 
alcoholic may or may not do. 
For more information call 
Saunders at 541-255-7648.

• Matt Martin and the 45’s 
(Country) 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Axe and Fiddle. 657 E. Main 
St. $10.8 p.m. ($5 Cover).

FEBUARY 1
• Coast Fork Brewery Sunday 

Brunch with Bradly Shep-
herd. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 106 S. 
6th St.

• Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner Birch 

Avenue and H St.
• VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m. VFW 

Post 3473.3160 Hillside Dr. 
Cards: 50-cents. Free coffee 
& popcorn. Payout is 75% 
per game. Proceeds supports 
veterans in our community.

FEBRUARY 2
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. For 
information call: 541-942-
3828.

• CG Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Community 
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
(senior center members 
only)

• South Lane School Board 
Meeting. 5:30 p.m. District 
Service Center. 455 Adams 
Ave.

FEBRUARY 3
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541-942-3828.

• Bilingual Story Time. 5 p.m. 
Cottage Grove Public Library. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Trivia, Chess and Games 

with Gerald. 6-8 p.m. (Up to 
7 trivia players on a team) 
Coast Fork Brewing. 106 S. 
6th St. 

FEBRUARY 4
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 11 a.m. –7 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541-942-3828.

• Coast Fork Kiwanis Club. 
Noon My Boys Pizza. 96 
N. Mill St. Creswell.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Cen-
ter. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Lego Club for Kids. 2:30 
p.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Open Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 
Cottage Bowl. 740 Row 
River Road. Info: 541-767-
2695 or www.thecottage-
bowl.com

• Elks Bingo. 5 p.m. Elks 
Lodge. 775 N. River Rd. 
Doors and lounge open at 

5 p.m. Early Bird Bingo 
begins at 6:30 p.m. Regular 
games begin at 7 p.m. Food 
and beverages available for 
purchase.

• Rotary Club of Cottage 
Grove. Social at 5 p.m. 
Meeting at 5:30 p.m. El 
Tapatio Restaurant. 725 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St.

• AWANA. 6:30-8 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Bible Church. 
1200 E. Quincy Ave. A 
midweek discipleship min-
istry for youth from Age 3 
thru 8th grade that meets 
during the school year.

• Axe and Fiddle Game 
Night w/Ayla. 6:30 – 10 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 657 
E. Main St. (Free),

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
fi nancing for 12 Months**

PLUS
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POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

Carpet Cleaning Specialist
541-942-0420

www.qualitycleaninginc.net

• Carpet Cleaning
• Area Rugs 
• Upholstery 
• Pet Odor Treatments
• Mattresses 
• Tile & Grout
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Warming shelter set to open
When temperatures fall 

below 29 degrees in Cottage 
Grove, Community Sharing’s 
Emergency Warming Shelter 
becomes a vital refuge for 
people with nowhere else to 
go — and the agency is pre-
paring to open its doors again 
this winter.

Executive Director 
Mike Fleck, who has led 
Community Sharing since 
2011, says the shelter is 
ready to activate whenever 
the weather demands it, 
thanks to a core group of 
dedicated volunteers who 
return each season.

“We have about 30 volun-
teers right now and always 
need more,” Fleck said. 
“Activations can run long, 
and people take vacations, so 
we’re constantly recruiting.”

A full activation requires 
14 volunteers to cover setup, 
three overnight shifts, and 
morning cleanup and laundry. 
Fleck serves as the on site 
supervisor and can operate 
the shelter with a bare mini-
mum crew of two volunteers 
per shift, though he wel-
comes more hands whenever 
possible.

This year the shelter 
will be located in a two 
room building behind the 
Community Sharing pantry a 
congregate setup —one room 

for food, intake, and bath-
rooms, and another for sleep-
ing, located at 1440 Birch 
Avenue in Cottage Grove.

It’s a significant improve-
ment from the cramped 
administrative offices used 
last winter, according to 
Fleck.

The warming shelter acti-
vates when temperatures fall 
to 29 degrees or below, typi-
cally between November 1
and March 31. Doors open 
from 7 to 10 p.m., with 
checkout at 8 a.m. If no one 
arrives by 10 p.m., the site 
closes for the night. The 
challenge of having enough 
volunteers, especially for 
multiple night activations, the 
activation temperature is set 
at 29 degrees to reduce the 
number of activations each 
winter.

One notable change this 
year stems from a shift in 
insurance carriers: the new 
policy allows service animals 
only, not emotional support 
animals — a distinction that 
affects intake procedures and 
guest expectations.

Community Sharing held 
one volunteer training earlier 
this season and plans another 
as new volunteers come on 
board. The agency also part-
ners with the Egan Warming 
Center in Eugene, allowing 
local volunteers to attend 
Egan’s established training 
sessions.

FUNDING CHAL-
LENGES

Funding remains one of 
the shelter’s biggest hurdles.

“We use our agency funds 
and programs we offer,” 
Fleck said. “We launder 
bedding on site and use 
food and supplies from our 
pantry when the shelter is 
activated.”

This year, the challenge is 
even sharper: Lane County 
has announced there will be 
no warming shelter funding 
for the 2024–25 winter sea-
son. Fleck continues to serve 
as shelter supervisor as part 
of his executive director role, 
absorbing staffing costs into 
the agency’s existing budget.

A LONG HISTORY OF 
WINTER RESPONSE

In the mid 2000s, several 
community groups were 
exploring how to create a 
local winter warming shelter. 
Those efforts coalesced after 
the tragic 2008 hypothermia 
death of Major Thomas Egan, 
which galvanized communi-
ties across Lane County.

Local leaders met in 2009
to explore options, eventu-
ally leading to the creation 
of Beds for Freezing Nights 
(BFN) in 2010. For a decade, 
BFN operated shelters alter-
nating between the Catholic 
and Presbyterian churches, 
relying entirely on volunteers 
and donations.

During the pandemic, 
Community Sharing received 

“Out of the Cold” funding 
and used Lane County’s pal-
let shelters to provide safe, 
distanced sleeping spaces 
on city owned property on 
12th Street behind Dari Mart. 
In 2022–23, the nonprofit 
Carry It Forward operated the 
Highway 99 shelter and made 
room for Cottage Grove resi-
dents seeking warmth.

By 2023–24, BFN vol-
unteers had transitioned 
under Community Sharing’s 
umbrella, and the agency 
operated the shelter between 
the two churches. In 2024–
25, after BFN formally dis-
solved, Community Sharing 
moved operations to its own 
campus — first in the admin-
istrative offices, and now 
in the dedicated two room 
building behind the pantry.

LOW-BARRIER, LIFE-
SAVING SUPPORT 

The shelter remains a low 
barrier program, welcom-
ing anyone seeking warmth 
as long as they follow basic 
agreements and policies. 
Guests have access to hot 
food and essential sup-
plies such as blankets, hats, 
socks, hygiene items, and 
first aid materials, depending 
on donations. Community 
Sharing maintains strict 
confidentiality and does not 
disclose information about 
guests without written con-
sent, except in emergencies.

HOW THE COMMU-
NITY CAN HELP

Donations can be made on 
the agency’s website: www.
communitysharing.org or in 
person 1440 Birch Ave. and 
can be earmarked specifi-
cally for the warming shelter. 
Items may be dropped off 
at the pantry on weekdays 
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

HIGH NEED ITEMS 
INCLUDE:

• Raingear, warm hats, 
gloves

• Tents, sleeping bags, 
hand warmers

• Hygiene supplies (tooth-
brushes, deodorant, soap, 
shampoo)

• First aid kits
• Cleaning supplies (vinyl 

gloves, disinfectant, wipes)
• Instant soups, oatmeal 

packets, tea, sugar
“Community Sharing is 

blessed to have the support 
of many volunteers to help us 
provide the many services we 
offer,” Fleck said. “We could 
not operate the pantry, have a 
garden or provide a warming 
shelter without the dedicated 
volunteers that serve at our 
agency. The shelter exists 
because the community shows 
up — volunteers, donors, and 
neighbors who understand that 
a warm, safe place on a freez-
ing night can be the difference 
between life and death.”

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.
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FEBRUARY 5
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541-942-3828.

• Oregon Aviation Museum 

Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 2475 
Jim Wright Way. (Donation).

• Baby Laptime (birth to 2 yrs). 
11:30 a.m. Cottage Grove 
Library. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 

South 10th St. (across from 
Bohemia Park).

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Reception 
Hall. 700 E. Gibbs Avenue. 
Tables, paddles, and balls 
provided.

• Celebrate Recovery. Soup 
dinner 5:15 p.m. Meeting 6 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N. CR is a Christian-
based recovery program for 
any hurt, habit, or hang up 
that is based on 8 Principles 
& 12 Steps for more informa-
tion call 541-554-8135.

• Pilates/Yoga Class, 5:30-6:30 
p.m. Row River Grange. 
34360 Row River Rd. Build 
strength, improve flexibil-
ity and balance in warm & 
welcoming class taught by 
Courtney. To register before 
the first class: alignyourlife-
coach@gmail.com Fee: Five 
class passes $60

• Karaoke Night. 9 p.m. to 
Midnight. Bohemian Tavern. 
48 N. 9th St.

FEBRUARY 6
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. For 
information call: 541-942-
3828.

• Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way. 
(Donation).

• Baby Laptime (birth to 2 
yrs). 11:30 a.m. Cottage 
Grove Library. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. (Across 
from Bohemia Park)>

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Reception 
Hall. 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
Tables, paddles, and balls 
provided.

• Hi-Fi Friday, 4:30 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Public Library. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Celebrate Recovery. Soup 
dinner 5:15 p.m. Meeting 
6 p.m. Calvary Chapel. 
1447 Hwy 99N. CR is a 
Christian-based recovery 
program for any hurt, habit, 
or hang up that is based on 
8 Principles & 12 Steps for 
more information call 541-
554-8135.

• Pilates/Yoga Class, 5:30-
6:30 p.m. Row River 
Grange. 34360 Row River 
Rd. Build strength, improve 
fl exibility and balance 
in warm and welcoming 

class taught by Courtney. 
To register before the fi rst 
class: alignyourlifecoach@
gmail.com Fee: Five class 
passes $60

• LB and Company (country/
rock/blues). 6-9 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery. 106 S. 6th St.

• Weekly Pool Tournament 7 
p.m. Bohemian Tavern. 48 
N. 9th St. (Entry Fee: $5 
and BCA Rules).

• Cottage Theatre Play: A 
Piece of My Heart. 7:30 
p.m. 700 Village Dr. More 
info: www.cottagetheatre.
org A drama about six 
women who served in 
Vietnam, tracing their 
experiences before, during, 
and after the war.

• Black Box Burlesque. 7:30 
p.m. Opal Center. 513 E. 
Main St. More info: www.
opalcentercg.org “Lovesick 
Discotheque” a scintil-
lating night of seduction, 
silliness, sparkles, and 
surprises.

FEBRUARY 7
• Share Fair USA 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St. (Covered parking 
area next to Urban Kitchen). 
Reserve a space and share 
from your abundance with 

neighbors who are in need. 
Load up your unwanted items 
to give away for free (no 
bartering). Details about the 
weekly event is on Share Fair 
USA Facebook page or send 
email to eventsbyananda@
gmail.com

• CG Public Library Hours 
Today. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. For informa-
tion call: 541-942-3828.

• Storytime (all ages welcome). 
11:30 a.m. Cottage Grove Pub-
lic Library, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• American Legion Post 32 
Monthly Meeting. Noon. 826 
W. Main St. All veterans are 
invited.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 308 
South 10th St. (Across from 
Bohemia Park).

• Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner Birch 
Avenue and H St.

• Historic Rodeo Royalty 
Coronation. 5:30pm. Cottage 
Grove Armory. 628 E. Wash-
ington Ave. Oregon’s first 
Little Miss Rodeo Oregon, 
Lynlee Jo Perini, will be 
celebrated with food, drinks, 
and silent and live auctions 
supporting her inaugural year 
wardrobe and travel.
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Oregon legislation poised to tackle ‘fishing 
expedition’ searches of license plate data

A powerful Oregon legisla-
tive committee chair is call-
ing for increased “safeguards 
and protections” on the use of 
data collected by a controver-
sial crime-fighting technology 
scanning license plates that 
critics fear the Trump admin-
istration will weaponize.

Sen. Floyd Prozanski, 
a Eugene Democrat who 
chairs the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, helped convene 
a group of law enforcement 
stakeholders, privacy advo-
cates and legislative leaders, 
which met in December to 
tackle the issue as cities 
across the state have debated 
whether to turn off their cam-
eras employing the technol-
ogy. One vendor in particular, 
the Atlanta-based Flock 
Safety, has drawn condem-
nation from U.S. Sen. Ron 
Wyden, who previously said 
the company is “unable and 
uninterested” in addressing 
abuses of its products.

But views among work-
group stakeholders were 
diverse, including law 
enforcement who have 
defended license plate read-
ers as a valuable tool for 
intercepting crime to progres-
sive activists who say such 

technology itself is far too 
vulnerable for abuse by the 
federal government. Critics 
of some license plate read-
ing technology have pointed 
to instances where the soft-
ware’s data has been accessed 
by federal immigration 
enforcement agencies or used 
to target out-of-state abortion 
seekers.

“At this point, Prozanski is 
leaning more towards putting 
up some guardrails that will 
make it safe,” Ky Fireside, an 
Oregon House candidate and 
Springfield-based progressive 
organizer who is part of the 
workgroup, told the Capital 
Chronicle in December. “But 
the fact of the matter is, 
there’s not anything you can 
do to make this kind of tech-
nology safe. It’s just designed 
to be abused.”

Prozanski, however, said 
in an interview that he values 
the technology for “legiti-
mate, lawful enforcement 
purposes,” pointing to its use 

in the arrests of suspected 
criminals tied to a Pacific 
Northwest burglary ring 
targeting Asian American 
households, including in the 
Eugene-Springfield area. 

He said he was also con-
cerned about inappropriate 
data-sharing with the federal 
government or other states, 
as well as data brokers who 
are mining and selling such 
data for unlawful use. He 
added that law enforcement 
agencies across the state may 
be entering into contracts for 
the software without adequate 
data privacy protections, call-
ing for similar protections 
employed by other Oregon 
state agencies for safeguard-
ing information.

“They have protocols in 
place already on the dura-
tion of the length that can 
be held, (to) cross check for 
if someone’s making inqui-
ries, to ensure that there has 
been something assigned to 
it, like a case number, and 
someone’s not going on what 
some people would call a 
fishing expedition and just 
picking out this request or 
that request,” Prozanski said. 
“That’s the type of stuff that 
we’re working on.”

New funding formula
Key to the debate over the 

license plate readers have 

been Oregon’s sanctuary 
laws, which prevent state and 
local law enforcement from 
assisting federal immigration 
enforcement without a court 
order. U.S. Border Patrol 
employed automated license 
plate reading technology in 
the 1990s, and it spread to 
police departments across the 
country in the next decade. 

A November state court 
ruling in Washington found 
that the images captured by 
Flock’s license plate readers 
are not exempt from disclo-
sure under public records 
law. Prozanski confirmed he 
is still considering a pub-
lic records exemption for 
such information as well as 
increased audits, a pathway 
to allow individuals whose 
data is improperly accessed 
to receive redress and cer-
tification requirements for 
license plate reading software 
vendors. 

A Flock company spokes-
person did not respond to 
requests for comment about 
legislative efforts in Oregon, 
but company leadership have 
previously accused opponents 
of spreading misinformation, 
pointing to improved filters 
for sanctuary states. 

“We’re working under 
state law of Oregon, and if 
someone is making queries 
for something that hap-
pened or potentially could be 
actionable in a different state, 
it’s not what their state law 
provides, it’s what Oregon 
provides,” Prozanski said. 
“So we’re going to maintain 
safeguards and protections for 
those within this state.”

The state has already 
funded the proliferation of 
the technology’s use across 
Oregon, though in cities 
such as Eugene, police have 
backed away from their 
contracts with Flock. In that 
instance, local authorities 
confirmed that a license plate 
reading camera in the area 
was turned on without the 
city’s consent.

Meanwhile, hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 

funding for law enforce-
ment agencies across the 
state has gone toward the 
technology, drawing from 
an Oregon organized retail 
theft grant program, accord-
ing to the state’s Criminal 
Justice Commission. As of 
December, however, there 
have been no instances where 
the agency has needed to 
investigate reports of state 
law violations involving the 
use of state funds for license 
plate reading technology, 
according to Ryan Keck, the 
commission’s director. 

He said that his agency 
uses quarterly reports from 
recipients and can also 
conduct information audits 
within the scope of its grant 
agreements. If there were a 
reported violation, Keck said 
the agency would forward the 
matter for investigation. 

For new grants issued 
after Dec. 1, 2025, however, 
the agency has tightened its 
purse strings. New contracts 
include additional language 
for returning any funds that 
have been spent outside 
the scope of the agreement, 
which includes requirements 
to comply with state laws, 
Keck said. The commission 
in October also agreed to 
establish a new methodology 
for determining how the retail 
theft grant money would be 
awarded.  

“The Commission’s meth-
odology prioritized applica-
tions to support local pro-
grams specific to organized 
retail theft (to include equip-
ment) over applications solely 
requesting equipment with no 
specified support (ex: person-
nel, operations) to address 
organized retail theft,” he 
wrote in a statement.

“Moving forward, CJC will 
continue to monitor its grants 
in accordance with the terms 
of executed grant agreements, 
and remain responsive to 
any legislative changes,” he 
added.

Future legislation, contin-
ued debate likely

In an interview Friday, 
Fireside said that while they 
appreciate the work the leg-
islative workgroup has done, 
the deck felt stacked in favor 
of law enforcement. 

The line in the sand they 
and other privacy advo-
cates are drawing has to do 
with support for end-to-end 
encryption, the process by 
which secure data is encoded 
before it is transferred to 
its destination and decoded. 
Having such a safeguard 
would make it difficult for 
federal authorities to sub-
poena vendors for informa-
tion stored securely by a law 
enforcement agency, Fireside 
said. 

“They are trying to push 
for like, ‘Oh, well, it’s, it’s 
encrypted in transit, and it’s 
encrypted at rest’, and that 
just doesn’t mean anything,” 
they said. “It doesn’t provide 
any protection.”

Prozanski, in the mean-
time, suggested there would 
be more than one proposal 
in the works, potentially for 
future sessions. Some ideas 
involve allocating additional 
funding, which is not fea-
sible given the state’s current 
financial outlook, he told the 
Capital Chronicle, but could 
be in the future.

“This is probably the first 
beginning of more than one 
session dealing with this,” 
he said. “We’re not going to 
get everything done the first 
time.”

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/01/20/oregon-
legislation-poised-to-tackle-
fishing-expedition-searches-
of-license-plate-data/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

SHAANTH NANGUNERI 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

The idea comes as a result 
of a legislative workgroup 
convened last year to study the 
issue of inappropriate usage 
of automated license plate 
recognition software employed 
by law enforcement agencies in 
Oregon and nationwide.

Fast Fact

Tax season: Here’s how to get your refund and kicker sooner
With the start of tax season less 

than one week away, the Oregon 
Department of Revenue is provid-
ing guidance to help taxpayers file 
their return and claim their share 
of Oregon’s $1.41 billion kicker. 
Oregon was to begin processing 
e-filed 2025 state income tax returns 
on January 26, the same day the 
IRS will begin processing federal 
returns.

You have to file a return to get 
your kicker

The kicker is a refundable credit 
that will either increase a taxpayer’s 
Oregon state income tax refund or 
decrease the amount of state taxes 
they owe. It is not sent to taxpayers 
separately as a check.

Only taxpayers who filed a tax 
year 2024 return and also file a 
tax year 2025 return can receive a 
kicker. The credit is a percentage of 

Oregon personal income tax liability 
for the 2024 tax year. 

Electronic filing is faster—espe-
cially in 2026

On average, taxpayers who e-file 
their returns and request their refund 
via direct deposit receive their 
refund within two weeks. E-filed 
returns will be processed in the 
order they are received, with the 
first refunds expected to be issued 
February 17. For paper filed returns, 
refunds will not start being issued 
until early April.

Due to the late receipt of tax 
forms and information from the IRS 
in late 2025, processing of paper-
filed Oregon personal income tax 
returns is expected to be delayed 
until late March, a process that has 
historically begun in February.

The delay in paper return pro-
cessing will mean that the depart-
ment won’t be able to tell taxpayers 

who file paper returns that their 
return has been received until paper 
return processing starts at the end 
of March and their specific return 
enters processing. That also means 
information on paper-filed returns 
won’t be available in the “Where’s 
My Refund?” tool until that time.

Free e-filing options open 
Oregon residents who normally 

mail their paper tax return to 
the department should consider 
using Direct File Oregon, a free 
filing option available through 
Revenue Online, or other online 
tax preparation software, to e-file 
and receive their refund—and their 
kicker—sooner.

In addition to Direct File Oregon, 
other free filing options are also 
available. Free guided tax prepa-
ration is available from several 
companies for taxpayers that meet 
income requirements. Using links 

from the department’s website 
ensures that both taxpayers’ federal 
and state return will be filed for 
free.

All electronic filing software 
options approved for filing Oregon 
personal income tax returns can be 
found on the Electronic filing page 
of the agency’s website. Taxpayers 
seeking to hire a professional to pre-
pare their taxes can find helpful tips 
in the department’s “How to Choose 
a Tax Practitioner” video.

Free and low-cost tax help
Free tax preparation services 

are available for low- to moderate-
income taxpayers through AARP 
Tax Aide, VITA, and CASH 
Oregon. United Way also offers free 
tax help through their MyFreeTaxes 
program. Visit the Department of 
Revenue website to take advantage 
of the software and free offers and 

get more information about free tax 
preparation services.

How will U.S. Postal Service 
changes affect filing?

Taxpayers who choose to file a 
paper return, should mail it early. 
Due to changes at the U.S. Postal 
Service, returns mailed in after 
April 9 may not receive a postmark 
on time. Taxpayers who still want 
to mail their paper returns can take 
them to a local USPS office and 
request a postmark no later than 
April 15, 2026. 

Paper returns can also be physi-
cally deposited in drop boxes avail-
able on both the east and west sides 
of the Department of Revenue 
Building in Salem, or outside the 
DOR offices in Portland, Eugene, 
Medford, and Bend. A drop box at 
DOR’s Gresham office is available 
during business hours.
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Jeanna Petersen | 541-902-3529

jpetersen@countrymedia.net

CLASSIFIED LINE ADVERTISING
Amanda Boulware | 541-649-1616

cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Retail Display Ads | 12p.m. Wednesday

Classified Display Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Classified Line Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Public Notices | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT:
1498 E. Main Street, STE 104, Cottage Grove, OR 97424  

The Cottage Grove Sentinel website www.cgsentinel.com.  
All subscriptions must be paid prior to beginning 

the subscription and are non-refundable.

Periodicals postage paid at Cottage Grove, Oregon.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Annually $90
6 months $65
Monthly $10

DIGITAL ONLY
Electronic edition annually $75
Electronic edition monthly $9

LOCAL MAIL SERVICE:
Call 541-649-1616 if you don’t receive your Cottage 

Grove Sentinel on the day of publication.

Advertising Ownership: All advertising copy 
and illustrations prepared by the Cottage Grove 
Sentinel become the property of the Country 
Media, Inc. and may not be reproduced for any 
other use without explicit written prior approval. 

Copyright Notice: Entire contents 
Copyright 2024 Country Media, Inc.

HOW TO REACH US

Joe Warren | Chief Executive/Operations 

jwarren@countrymedia.net

Frank Perea II | Chief Executive/Revenue 

fperea@countrymedia.net

NEWSROOM

Jeremy C. Ruark | News Editor

jruark@countrymedia.net

Jashlyn Sablan | Graphic Designer

jsablan@polkio.com

The CoTTage grove
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC 
CHURCHESCHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment
St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!this worship directory, contact us today!

Weekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results
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Most folks don’t pay much 
attention to local government 
until something feels off. 
When a decision hits close to 
home, when opinions clash, 
or when change feels uncom-
fortable— that’s usually when 
we look up. 

Funny enough, that’s a 
lot like life. You don’t really 
notice the highs without 
knowing the lows. Contrast 
teaches us what matters. I’ve 
found that to be true in public 
service.

In towns like ours, city 
council and mayoral posi-
tions are not paid. Still, 
many times they are viewed 
through the same lens as 
larger levels of government— 
from a distance, as if they’re 
something other than regular 

people who live here, shop 
here, and raise families here.

Running for office wasn’t 
an easy decision for me. As 
a business owner, staying 
neutral often feels necessary. 
When you serve everyone, 
politics can feel like a line 
you don’t want to cross. I 
knew stepping forward would 
bring opinions, criticism, and 
disagreement— but I also 
knew my city mattered too 
much not to try.

Right now, the world feels 
heavy. There are strong opin-
ions everywhere, and people 
are exercising their right 
to speak out— and that’s 
important. Civic engagement 
matters.

But in a small town like 
Cottage Grove, I want to 
remind everyone—- We’re 
still neighbors first.

Disagreeing doesn’t make 
someone the enemy. A dif-
ferent view doesn’t make 
someone bad. The person 
across the table or across 
the street is still part of this 
community. We do best when 
we talk with each other, 
not at each other, and when 
we remember kindness still 
counts here… not because 
we put a sign in our yard, we 
walk the walk.

Local government isn’t 
about politics as much as it is 
about people— streets, parks, 
safety, and the everyday work 
of caring for a place we love. 
It’s imperfect and human, 
sometimes hard, but deeply 
meaningful.

This work has been, and 
remains, a labor of love.

Candace Solesbee is 
Mayor of Cottage Grove. 

CANDACE SOLESBEE
Sentinel Guest Column
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Is Oregon turning a population corner? Maybe
If you’ve become accus-

tomed to headlines about 
Oregon losing population as 
people flee the state, be pre-
pared for something different.

Not massively different. 
Just another way of looking 
at the state’s trajectory.

Depending on the statisti-
cian judging it, Oregon’s 
population growth early in 
this decade was soft, at times 
nonexistent, maybe even fall-
ing off slightly; Conventional 
wisdom began to develop 
that, for example, the state 
may lose its newly-acquired 
6th Congressional District 
after the 2030 census as a 
result of not keeping up with 
the national average.

We’re still some distance 
from that next census, so 
hard predictions are risky. 
But the most recent indica-
tors are that Oregon’s growth 
patterns are kicking in again 
as they weren’t three and four 
years ago.

The most distinctive data 
point, especially for anyone 
in the Oregon-in-decline 
mindset, came days ago from 
United Van Lines. Its 2025
national movers study ranked 
Oregon highest in the nation 
among the 50 states for net 
inbound moves — 1,188
inbound (from other states) 
to 654 outbound. The next 
five ranked states were West 
Virginia, South Carolina, 

Delaware, Minnesota and 
Idaho, states that don’t fall 
on any easy ideological line. 
(New Jersey, New York and 
California brought up the end 
of the list.)

The company also tracked 
reasons for the moves, and 
while Oregon didn’t rank 
especially high for purposes 
of retirement, moving closer 
to family or better cost of liv-
ing, it did rank high for “life-
style change” and “new job 
or company transfer.” That 
suggests Oregon is looking 
better to people around the 
country. The company seems 
not to have tracked political 
or cultural reasons, though 
those might be hard to reli-
ably obtain. 

In the most recent study 
from U-Haul, the other large 
industry evaluator, Oregon 
ranked lower. But it still did 
much better than in previ-
ous years; U-Haul noted, 
“Oregon enjoys the largest 
year-over-year climb on the 
index, ranking 11th as a 
net-gain state in 2025 after 
ranking 34th as a net-loss 
state in 2024 — a jump of 23
positions.”

These company reports are, 
of course, more in the area 
of anecdotal information than 
comprehensive statistics. So 
let’s take a little wider view.

State population growth 
comes in two ways, either 
natural growth (births 
exceeding deaths) or arrivals 

from other places exceeding 
departures. Oregon’s natural 
growth long has been soft, so 
much of the picture hinges 
on moves to and from other 
states. 

In the last decade, from 
2010 to 2020, Oregon grew 
by about 11.9%, more than 
the overall national growth 
rate of 9.6%. The COVID-19
year of 2020 slowed that, as 
the state still grew but very 
slightly (about 0.7%), this 
time less than the nation 
overall. 

In the next couple of 
years population growth hit 
the brakes even more, and 
seemed to stall almost com-
pletely in 2022. 

 Since then, clearer growth 
has returned, albeit modestly. 

The U.S. Bureau of the 
Census and Portland State 
University are the main 
comprehensive analysts of 
population statistics. The 
Census said that Oregon lost 
population in 2022, but has 
since resumed growth. PSU 
has reported somewhat higher 
numbers. 

In overview, the statistics 
site NCH Stats said “As of 
2025, Oregon’s population 
is estimated at 4,227,340, 
reflecting a steady growth 
rate of 0.89%, which ranks it 
as the 22nd fastest-growing 
state in the country accord-
ing to the World Population 
Review. This places Oregon 
among the states experiencing 

moderate population 
increases, aligning with its 
reputation as an attractive 
destination for residents.”

Of course, such growth as 
Oregon has seen hasn’t been 
evenly distributed.

The Portland metro area 
has seen growth light enough 
to drop it from 25 to 26 in 
size among the nation’s larg-
est metro areas. Portland and 
to some degree Multnomah 
County have had mostly slug-
gish growth in this decade. 
But neighboring Washington 
and Clackamas Counties have 
had plenty of activity.

And the heaviest growth 
has turned up in the region 
around Bend, in Deschutes, 
Crook and Jefferson 
Counties. 

The counties which have 
seen the highest proportional 

growth have been Crook and 
Sherman Counties, east of 
the Cascades — places where 
growth in data centers has 
been especially large.  

Apart from psychological 
and economic considerations, 
the level of population in 
Oregon matters because the 
6th congressional district 
seat, which the state added 
in 2022, could remain here 
or go somewhere else, to a 
faster-growing state.

If Oregon’s numbers held 
at the 2022 and 2023 levels, 
that seat might well vanish. 
But if some of the newer 
indicators hold up in the 
next few years, so might 
the state’s congressional 
representation.

Not to mention the state’s 
overall state of mind.  

Randy Stapilus has 
researched and written about 
Northwest politics and issues 
since 1976 for a long list of 
newspapers and other publi-
cations. A former newspaper 
reporter and editor, and more 
recently an author and book 
publisher, he lives in Carlton.

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/01/15/is-
oregon-turning-a-population-
corner-maybe/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

www.cgsentinel.com
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New Patients Welcome • Anesthetic-Free Laser Dentistry • Same Day Crowns

Eugene 
401 E. 10th Ave. Suite 300

(541) 344-3333

Cottage Grove 
1551 E. Main Street 

(541) 942-8437

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for full 
warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026
Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

Phone and Internet  
Discounts Available to  
CenturyLink Customers
The Oregon Public Utility Commission 
designated CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $27.30 per month, 
and business services are $43.50 per month. 
Specific rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential telephone or 
qualifying broadband service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families. 
Eligible customers may qualify for Lifeline 
discounts of $5.25/month for voice or bundled 
voice service or $9.25/month for qualifying 
broadband or broadband bundles. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands 
may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal eligibility 
programs. The Lifeline discount is available for 
only one telephone or qualifying broadband 
service per household, which can be either 
a wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload to qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual 
or group of individuals who live together at 
the same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, and 
only eligible consumers may enroll in these 
programs. Consumers who willfully make false 
statements to obtain these discounts can be 
punished by fine or imprisonment and can be 
barred from these programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, 
visit https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/
community/community-development/lifeline.
html for additional information about applying 
for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 
with questions.

Call 1-877-392-5654 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU84

* Only $34.99 (reg. $44.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H6YU84

27% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3499*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

Hale Mini Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

challenging pieces. The resi-
dents’ warm reception helped 
calm nerves and build con-
fidence ahead of the January 
concert series.

Among the singers were 
Mary Margaret and Hal 

Hurst, a couple who first met 
decades ago while singing in 
a church choir in San Diego. 
Their shared musical his-
tory made joining the Gem 
Tones feel like a natural next 
chapter.

“The concerts were a bit 
of a blur for me,” Savin said 
with a laugh. “But that first 
sense of accomplishment 

— getting through the entire 
program from start to finish 
with an audience — made 
opening night stand out.”

Mary Margaret said “Dona 
Nobis Pacem” was a high-
light — a song her family 
used to sing while washing 
dishes or on car trips. Hal 
gravitated toward Mozart’s 
“Ave Verum,” drawn to its 
layered harmonies and classi-
cal structure.

“I enjoy the complex struc-
ture of Mozart’s Ave Verum,” 
he said. “There is nothing 

more inspiring than being in 
the midst of a performance 
by a good choir that knows 
their music, with the harmo-
nies flowing around you. I 
hope we might achieve that 
someday.”

MORE THAN MUSIC
For many members, the 

Gem Tones offer more than a 
chance to sing — they offer 
connection.

“I just really like the sing-
ing and trying to hit the right 
note to make our voices 

blend,” Mary Margaret said. 
“And I know a lot more peo-
ple now than I used to.”

Hal described the choir as 
“a chance for a creative outlet 
that will make me a more 
complete person.”

Savin sees that impact 
every week.

“Our vocal cords are con-
nected to a nerve that plays a 
role in emotional regulation,” 
she explained. “Singing helps 
soothe that nerve. While sing-
ing is not a replacement for 
therapy, it is therapeutic.”

She hopes the Gem Tones 
will continue to provide a 
welcoming, low pressure 
space for adults who love to 
sing — especially those who 
may not want to audition for 
a musical or perform solo.

“It is good at any age to 
get out, be around other peo-
ple, and work toward a com-
mon goal,” she said. “In Gem 
Tones, we do this through 
choir music.”

LOOKING AHEAD
The choir plans to resume 

weekly rehearsals in August, 
with the exact day still to be 
determined. Savin expects 
to approach the next season 
with a deeper understanding 
of the group’s abilities, vocal 
ranges, and interests — and 
with an openness to member 
suggestions.

Prospective singers can 
sign up through the Opal 
Center website or contact the 
center directly for updates.

Savin hopes many of this 
year’s singers will return — 
and that new voices will join 
them.

“Even in a group, singing 
for an audience takes cour-
age,” Savin said. “Carving 
out time to rehearse week 
after week takes dedication. 
I’m really proud of the Gem 
Tones for what they accom-
plished this season. Their 
voices and their presence are 
valued, whether they’re used 
to singing in a choir or not.”

Courtesy photo from Maximillian Arnold
The Gem Tones, a new grant funded community senior choir, made its debut concerts 
at the Opal Center on Jan17-18. It first public performance was for the enjoyment of 
Magnolia Gardens Senior Living residents in December.

Courtesy photo from Maximillian Arnold
Claire Savin directing the new Gem Tones 
Senior Choir during a December perfor-
mance at Magnolia Gardens.

Gem Tones
From Page 1

“super flu.” Davis is quick to 
clarify that the nickname is 
more dramatic than the sci-
ence warrants, but the strain 
does behave differently.

“H3N2 is a slight varia-
tion of influenza A, but that 
difference is enough that 
our bodies don’t recognize 
it,” he said. “Our immune 
systems have seen H1N1 for 
more than 20 years. H3N2 is 
newer, which is why it causes 
more severe illness, higher 
hospitalizations, and a longer 
duration of symptoms.”

The strain shift alone 
would be manageable, Davis 
said, if Lane County weren’t 
entering the season with what 
he calls “abysmally low” 
vaccination rates. Only 26 
percent of adults received this 
year’s flu shot — far below 
pre pandemic levels. Most of 
those vaccinated are adults 
65 and older, leaving younger 

adults with especially low 
coverage.

LOW VACCINATION 
RATE
“The main difference between 
now and five years ago is 
our vaccination rate,” Davis 
said. “This year, with our low 
vaccination rate, we are just 
woefully unprepared for flu 
season.”

Public health officials 
emphasize that this is not 
about blame. Many people 
forget to get vaccinated, 
can’t find the time, or simply 
haven’t had the flu in years 
and assume they’re not at 
risk. But Davis stresses that 
vaccination plays a critical 
role in preventing severe ill-
ness, protecting vulnerable 
residents, and reducing strain 
on hospitals and schools.

“When people get the shot 
and keep themselves healthy, 
it has a tremendously positive 
impact on our community,” 
he said.

Even though this year’s 
vaccine is not a perfect match 

for H3N2, it still offers mean-
ingful protection. The N1 and 
N2 components share enough 
similarity to help the immune 
system respond.

“No matter what, the vac-
cine will still help you to 
some extent,” Davis said. “It 
reduces symptoms, shortens 
the duration of illness, and 
lowers your viral load so 
you’re less likely to pass it 
on.”

Influenza also carries a 
significant economic cost. A 
2013 Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation study estimated 
Lane County’s annual flu 
related financial impact at 
roughly $13 million. More 
than a decade later, Davis 
said, the cost is likely well 
over $20 million.

Lane County Public Health 
monitors flu activity through 
a weekly call with local 
healthcare providers, a long-
standing system that gives 
officials real time insight into 
what clinics and emergency 
rooms are seeing.

“We convene as many 
providers as we can 

every Monday during the 
lunch hour,” Davis said. 
“Participation is high because 
they can get Continuing 
Medical Education credit, 
and it gives us boots on the 
ground information.”

RSV and COVID 19 have 
also been strongly repre-
sented in recent weeks, and 
both local and state data 
show rising positivity for 
influenza and COVID.

For residents wondering 
what to do now, Davis offers 
straightforward guidance: 
start with a conversation with 
your primary care provider. 
Lane County Public Health 
continues to recommend flu 
shots for all healthy adults, 
COVID boosters for those 
eligible, and RSV vaccination 
for adults 65 and older.

“We believe people should 
only make health decisions 
based on conversations with 
a licensed and trained health-
care provider,” Davis said. 
“These decisions should be 
based on real evidence, not 
political motivations.”

Lane County follows the 
recommendations of the West 
Coast Healthcare Alliance, 
which align with the CDC’s 
emphasis on individualized 
medical guidance. Despite 
shifting national conversa-
tions about respiratory virus 
protocols, Davis said the 
county’s core message has 
remained consistent: vac-
cination is the most effective 
way to prevent harmful ill-
ness and protect the broader 
community.

POSITIVE  
APPROACH 

And despite the challenges 
of this year’s season, Davis is 
not sounding alarms.

“After COVID, people 
have gotten really sick of 
Public Health crying chicken 
little and claiming the sky 
is falling,” he said. “We’re 
not saying the sky is falling. 
There’s a very good chance 
we’re going to get through 
this flu season just fine, since 
we’re likely now on the 
downward trend.”

Still, he hopes residents 
will take the opportunity to 
protect themselves and others 
— especially the elderly, the 
immunocompromised, and 
those with heart or lung con-
ditions who face the highest 
risk of complications.

“The lowest vaccinated 
age group is 20  to 30 year 
olds,” he said. “The reason 
they should get vaccinated is 
to prevent spreading the virus 
to someone for whom the flu 
could be fatal.”

As Lane County moves 
past the seasonal peak, 
public health officials say 
the community’s choices in 
the coming weeks will help 
determine how smoothly the 
rest of the season unfolds. 
The virus may be predictable, 
but its impact depends on the 
people it encounters.

See more details about 
influenza at the Oregon 
Health Authority’s website 
and follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Super Flu
From Page 1
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LADD 
CONSTRUCTION, 

LLC
New or remodel, 
decks, siding, win-
dows, doors, shops, 
fences. 541-913-1541 
ccb# 239015

150
MISC SERVICES

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-
tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 

deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Plus 
get 75% off installa-
tion and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative 
for warranty and offer 
details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 

Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE show-
er package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-

terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

300
ANNOUNCEMENTS

IF YOU WERE 
EMPLOYED BY

The City of Cottage 
Grove on their engi-
neering or construc-
tion team between 
1980-1990 please call 
Nicole at 971-494-
1752. Thank you!

Classifieds • 541-649-1616
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
109

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of:

• Asbestos
• LEAD Base Paint
• Mold

Residential & 
Commercial

Serving the Willamette 
Valley for 29 years.

● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com

CCB#64090

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel
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The Siuslaw High School 
gym was abuzz with activity 
Jan. 16-17 as more than 30
boys, girls, and JV wrestling 
teams headed out to the coast 
for the annual Nick Lutz 
Memorial Invitational. 

Cottage Grove was repre-
sented in all three competi-
tions, and the Lions came 
away with plenty to show for 
their efforts.

The girls’ varsity team 
placed 3rd, the boys’ varsity 
team placed 4th, and the 
JV boys placed 11th. Some 
gritty standout performances 
headlined the meet for the 
Lions, and 15 Cottage Grove 
wrestlers grabbed podium 
placements, including two 
tournament champions.

Varsity Boys
For the second time this 

month, Jeffery Conklin fin-
ished atop the podium at a 
travel tournament, adding 
another gold medal to the 
mantle in Siuslaw to hang 
beside his hardware from 
Junction City. Conklin was 
dominant at 132 pounds, 
pinning all four of his oppo-
nents, to snatch the title. 
Conklin took down North 
Bend’s Nicholas Campbell in 
the final, achieving victory in 
just 1:06.

In addition to Conklin, 
there were five other wres-
tlers who placed for the 

Lions, scoring critical points 
to earn Cottage Grove its 
fourth-place finish in a 
31-team field. It was all the 
more impressive a team per-
formance, given the Lions 
were missing some of the 
program’s key figures.

Jayden Davis put together 
an impressive day wrestling 
at 150 pounds, finishing sec-
ond, but only barely. Davis 
won three matches to reach 
the final and gave North 
Bend’s Jackson Swanson 
all he could handle in the 
Championship bout. Davis 
was beaten, but only just. The 
match came down to an 8-6
decision in Swanson’s favor, 
leaving Davis with a 3-1
record on the weekend.

The final top three place-
ment for the boys team came 
from Michael Hoye, who 
finished third at 106 pounds. 
After losing to the #1-seed 
Kevin Dollarhyde in the first 
round, Hoye rolled up his 
sleeves and dominated the 
rest of the way, winning three 
consecutive matches to earn 
third place.

Mason Barnett, Jake 
Palluck, and Ben Stewart 
were the final placers for 
Cottage Grove. Barnett took 
home fifth place at 190
pounds with a 2-2 record. 
Palluck finished 6th at 165
pounds. After starting 2-0, 
Palluck took a tough loss 
in the semifinal, losing to 
Waldport’s Logan Thomas 
by pin. Palluck finished in 

sixth after losing his next 
two matches, but it should be 
noted that they were forfeits, 
and Palluck wasn’t able to 
compete. Finally, Stewart 
placed sixth at 285 pounds 
with a 3-3 record.

Girls Varsity
The Cottage Grove girls 

also flourished in Florence, 
taking third place in a tourna-
ment they were close to win-
ning with 100 points. North 
Eugene and Dayton were the 
only teams to finish higher: 
North Eugene with 107 and 
Dayton with 103. The Lions 
were just seven points off 
the top team finish at the 
tournament.

Alexis Woody turned in 
the highest placement for 
Cottage Grove, taking second 
in the 130-pound weight 
class. Woody went 2-1 in the 
tournament, with impressive 
wins against her first two 
matches, both by fall. In the 
final, Woody ended up los-
ing to Pleasant Hill’s Zaira 
Duarte.

Aliyah Urenda also 
notched a top-three perfor-
mance, finishing third at 
110 pounds. It was almost 
a top-two finish; however, 
Urenda was oh-so-close to 
wrestling in the final. After 
pinning her opponent in the 
quarterfinal, Urenda had an 
all-out scrap against North 
Eugene’s Lisseth Monzon. 
Though Urenda ended up 
on the losing side, it was a 

back-and-forth battle between 
the two, with Monzon grab-
bing the win with a 15-14
decision. Urenda bounced 
back with aplomb, winning 
her final two matches to 
secure the bronze.

Taylor Blank and Baylee 
Robinson both took fourth 
and fifth place, wrestling at 
125 and 120 pounds, respec-
tively. Blank started hot 
with a pin in the first round 
before being knocked out of 
the championship bracket in 
the quarterfinals. Fighting 
through the back door, Blank 
won three matches in a 
row to make the third-place 
match, two by pin, one by 
major decision. Clashing for 

bronze, Blank came up a 
fraction short, losing a 5-1
decision, but ending the tour-
nament with an impressive 
4-2 record. Robinson also 
came out with back-to-back 
pins to start her tourna-
ment, beating her first two 
opponents in 1:42 combined. 
After losing in the semifinals, 
Robinson fell in the consola-
tion semifinals into the fifth-
place match, and she won on 
a forfeit to place fifth. Emma 
Adair was the final Lion to 
place at Siuslaw School, and 
she grabbed a sixth-place fin-
ish at 125 pounds, going 3-3
at the tournament.

JV Results
The JV Boys finished 11th 

overall out of 32 teams, and 
four wrestlers completed the 
weekend with hardware on 
their necks.
• Notable results included:
• Finnegan Kent (120 lbs) – 

1st place
• Easton Horner (106 lbs) – 

2nd place
• Logan Hall (113 lbs) – 3rd 

place
• Braxton Nowak (190 lbs) – 

3rd place

Follow meet results at 
osaa.org and see Cottage 
Grove High School sports 
features online at cgsentinel.
com and in the Wednesday 
print editions of The Sentinel.
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Alexis Woody fi nished second, 
wrestling at 130 pounds.

Lions hit the mats at Nick Lutz Memorial
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sentinel
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Overhaul of Oregon school funding formula, goals of public education
Lawmakers will have a month to debate a bill that would get rid of the state’s 27-year-old education funding model 

and change standards for schools’ receiving funding.

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

There’s an ambitious effort 
underway at the Capitol 
to overhaul how the state 
determines funding levels 
for schools, but lawmakers 
are torn over the timing and 
larger questions about the 
goals of Oregon’s public edu-
cation system.

Sen. Janeen Sollman, 
D-Hillsboro, and Rep. 
Ricki Ruiz, D-Gresham, 
co-chairs of the six-member 
Joint Public Education 
Appropriation Committee, are 
spearheading the overhaul of 
Oregon’s school funding pro-
cess, including what schools 
must demonstrate to receive 
funding.

On Thursday, the two 
shared with the commit-
tee a proposal that would 
entirely do away with 
Oregon’s 27-year-old Quality 
Education Model, the 
11-member Quality Education 
Commission that produces 
recommended school funding 
levels every two years, and 
the education appropriation 
committee the two lawmakers 
lead. Lawmakers would have 
one month to debate and pass 

the bill that has generational 
impact during the legislative 
session beginning Feb. 2.

“I think the job of our 
committee is really to dig in 
and do a lot of this work and 
look at the issues,” Sollman 
explained, adding that 
Oregon’s system is outdated 
and that “no other state has a 
QEM-type model.”

Since 1999, the Quality 
Education Commission, 
staffed by the Oregon 
Department of Education, has 
researched best practices and 
determined how much money 
is needed for a successful 
public education system, with 
the main target of reaching 
a 90% statewide graduation 
rate. The commission gives 
its findings, presented as the 
Quality Education Model, 
to the education appropria-
tion committee and governor 
every two years to guide bud-
get decisions.

Notably, in the history of 
the model and commission, 
the Legislature has only fully 
funded schools to the recom-
mended level once, when 
they passed in 2025 a record 
$11.4 billion for schools dur-
ing the 2025-26 and 2026-27
school years.

Under Sollman’s and 
Ruiz’s bill, the task of 
researching and determining 
how much money schools 
need would instead go to 
the Legislative Policy and 
Research Office, which 
would contract and work with 
a public or private firm that 
undertakes school finance 
analysis. As part of the analy-
sis, researchers would have 
to hold panels with educators 
across the state about school 
needs.

The policy and research 
office would then pres-
ent recommendations for 
school funding levels to the 
Legislature’s budget-writing 
Joint Ways and Means 
Committee every eight 
years. During intervening 
two-year budget cycles, the 
Department of Administrative 
Services would adjust the 
recommended spending levels 
to account for inflation and 
other costs.

Split over standards
The bill would also modify 

what the state’s “quality goals 
for public education” are, 
Sollman and Ruiz explained 
to lawmakers. It would define 
a “standard school district,” 
able to receive state and 

federal funding, as one where 
all teachers are licensed.

Schools would be expected 
not just to meet a 90% gradu-
ation rate but to hit goals and 
standards established in a 
2024 education accountability 
law.

That law requires school 
districts to set goals with 
the Oregon Department of 
Education for improving 
third grade reading scores, 
eighth grade math scores, 
ninth grade on-track rates, 
four- and five-year graduation 
rates, and regular attendance 
rates.

But lawmakers said the 
state education department is 
still working out some of the 
goals and standards discussed 
in the education account-
ability bill and how they’ll be 
reported.

Rep. Emily McIntire, 
R-Eagle Point, said schools 
have been begging lawmak-
ers to stop passing legislative 
changes that cost them more 
time and money in reporting.

“I think that our schools 
are saying, ‘please stop. 
Please leave us alone. Please 
don’t do anything else. Please 
halt.’ And this, to me, is such 
a ginormous change, espe-
cially when we don’t have the 

overhaul of (the 2024 law) 
done yet,” she said. “It feels 
like one of these things that 
we’re going to do, and then 
we’re going to find out what 
actually is required.”

Rep. Susan McLain, 
D-Forest Grove and a 40-year 
teacher who has played a 
large role in state education 
policy in the Legislature, told 
her colleagues on the com-
mittee that “there’s a lot in 
this bill that shocked me.”

The group had been dis-
cussing for years doing away 
with the old school funding 
model and the commission 
in charge of it, she said, but 
she was not prepared to com-
pletely change what schools 
have to demonstrate in order 
to receive funding.

“This bill is not just about 
doing away with the quality 
education model, or doing 
away with the appropriation 
committee. It also has to do 
with responsibilities for other 
parts of our system, and it has 
standards for other parts of 
our system,” she said.

Ruiz said enforcing more 
nuanced targets and standards 
that schools need to demon-
strate in receiving funding 
would bring greater public 
trust in the schools and in 

the Legislature’s ability to 
ensure schools are improving 
and meeting the Legislature’s 
expectations.

“I’m just sick and tired 
that we put so much money 
into the education system and 
we’re seeing little to no prog-
ress,” Ruiz said.

The committee ultimately 
agreed to advance the bill and 
debate it during the legisla-
tive session.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
been in a committee where 
I’ve had to say: ‘OK, I’m 
going to give a courtesy yes,’ 
and think, ‘oh my gosh, what 
would happen if it passed?’ 
And that’s where I’m at,” 
McLain said.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/01/16/
overhaul-of-oregon-school-
funding-formula-goals-of-
public-education-has-lawmak-
ers-at-odds/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com. 
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