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Studies show major upgrades needed to
keep Cottage Grove’s drinking water safe

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Two major reports outline how
Cottage Grove must prepare its
water system for future growth and
emerging risks.

The 2026 Water Master Plan
and the Cyanotoxin Treatment
Feasibility Study provided by West
Yost, a regional engineering and
consulting firm that specializes in
water and wastewater systems. The
company provides planning, design
and technical analysis for cities and
utilities throughout the West Coast.

Both studies presented to the
Cottage grove City Council Aug. 10,
identify the long term investments
needed to keep drinking water reli-
able and safe as the community
continues to expand.

As previously reported in the
Oct. 22 Sentinel, the City Council
approved a $125,000 grant from
the Oregon Health Authority to
fund a feasibility study examining
potential cyanotoxin contamination
in the city’s drinking water supply.
The report presented Monday is the
follow up to that grant. The Water
Master Plan evaluates the entire
water system from supply to stor-
age to distribution. The Cyanotoxin
Study focuses on protecting drinking
water from harmful algal blooms
that can occur in Dorena Reservoir.

Together the reports give city
officials a clear picture of what must

Lake.

be done to maintain dependable
service for residents over the next
20 years.

WATER MASTER PLAN
The Water Master Plan is the
city’s first full update since 1998.
Cottage Grove has grown steadily
over the past two decades and is
projected to increase from 10,714

residents in 2022 to 11,523 by 2045.

Water use will rise accordingly. The
city currently produces an average

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage grove Sentinel
City explores options to protect drinking water from seasonal toxic algae blooms in Dorena

of 1.46 million gallons per day. This
unit is abbreviated as mgd which
means million gallons per day. By
2045 average daily use is expected
to reach 1.82 mgd.

The plan evaluates whether
the city’s water system can meet
those future demands and identi-
fies deficiencies that already exist.
The hydraulic model shows that
the system needs additional pump-
ing capacity and additional storage

capacity to maintain adequate pres-
sure and fire flow throughout the
service area. The city’s two reser-
voirs and two booster pump stations
will require upgrades to support
both current and future needs.

The Water Treatment Plant has
sufficient production capacity for

See more WATER
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$2.1M estimated for local street repairs

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Cottage Grove City Council
has given the green light for recon-
struction work on a major east-west
connector, a busy commercial cor-
ridor, and a residential street.

The council approved a plan at its
Aug. 10 public session that Cottage
Grove Public Works Director Faye
Stewart said is necessary to prevent
further pavement breakdown on the
streets this construction season.

Stewart told council that Branch
Engineering has completed recon-
struction plans for segments of Row
River Road, Gateway Boulevard,
and West Harrison Avenue. He said
the three corridors have deteriorated
significantly.

“These roads are what keep me
up at night because they are in very,
very poor shape and could turn
themselves into gravel very quickly
under the right conditions,” he said.

The selected segments are Row
River Road from Thornton Lane
east to the Currin Connector (next
to the car dealerships), Gateway
Boulevard’s southbound lanes from
Carl’s Jr. to the Truck Stop entrance,
and West Harrison Avenue from
River Road to R Street.

Stewart said the Row River
Road project will meet the edge
of ODOT'’s jurisdiction, and he is

already in talks with the agency
about a partnership that could
expand the reconstruction area.
He said Gateway Boulevard’s
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Alligator cracks and ruts in the southbound lanes of Gateway
Boulevard.

southbound lane is deeply rutted and
difficult to drive across, particularly

for drivers attempting to move from

west to east into the northbound

YOUR COMMUNITY

lane. Stewart said the condition of
the pavement makes the segment a
priority for reconstruction.

Branch Engineering has com-
pleted 75 percent design documents
and provided cost estimates for the
three projects:

* Row River Road: $1.08 million

* Gateway Boulevard: $288,726

* West Harrison Avenue:
$731,000

The total estimated total cost is
approximately $2.1 million.

The estimates include a 20 per-
cent construction contingency and
an 18 percent administration fee for
the road work. ADA improvements
carry a 30 percent administration fee
because of survey work and poten-
tial easement acquisition needed
to accommodate reconstruction of
ADA structures.

Stewart said he has worked
with Interim Finance Director Eric
Kytola to identify a possible funding
strategy. He said the projects could
be paid for with a combination
of the Street Fund and short term
loans, with repayment coming from
future Street Fund allocations over
several years.

See more REPAIRS
on page 6

Courtesy photo
A bear's strongest sense is
smell. This means everything
from trash cans to grill drip-
pings can bring them to your
property, according to the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW).

Bear
encounters
prompt
warnings

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Local and state agencies have
issued bear encounter advisories in
the region.

As fall sets in, bears are beginning
their annual fall feeding as they pre-
pare for winter.

This intense feeding period begins
in late summer when berries and
fruits ripen and peaks when fruits
like pears, apples, and plums become
available During this time, bears
spend up to 20 hours a day foraging
for food, according to the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(ODFW).

ODFW is urging Oregon residents,
vacation rental managers, and visi-
tors to secure attractants and prevent
bears from accessing trash, bird seed,
pet food, livestock and poultry feed
and other tempting food sources —
including dirty diapers. If these types
of food are easily accessible, bears
won’t turn down an easy meal. Bears
that become used to “people food”
can pose a serious safety risk to peo-
ple, the ODFW states in a release.

Bear encounters have forced the
closures of an Oregon campground
and prompted warnings from the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and the Lincoln County Sheriff’s
Office.

The BLM has issued a bear
encounter warning

A mother bear and her cub
have been aggressively looking
for food in and around Fan Creek
Campground, on the Nestucca
River Corridor, roughly twenty-five
miles west of McMinnville. In the
interest of public safety, Bureau of

See more BEAR
On Page 6
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Email us your submission!
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A CLOSER LOOK

Patient refusing to leave hospital taken to bus stop

The following is from
the Cottage Grove Police
Weekend Update.

- A disturbance involving
a male and female resulted
in officers responding to
a report that the male was
armed with a machete and
handgun. Officers reviewed
cell phone video of the inci-
dent and determined there
was probable cause to arrest
the male for Menacing (ORS
163.190). He was taken into
custody and lodged at the
Lane County Jail.

- A traffic stop for speed-
ing and reckless driving
resulted in the driver being
taken into custody. The
driver was issued a citation
in lieu of custody for Driving
While Suspended (ORS
811.182), along with citations
for Careless Driving (ORS
811.135), Driving Uninsured
(ORS 806.010), and Failure
to Carry Registration (ORS
803.505).

- Cottage Grove Officers
responded to assist Oregon
State Police (OSP) with a
driving complaint that ulti-
mately resulted in a motor
vehicle crash near I-5 south-
bound at Milepost 170. South
Lane 911 received three
separate driving complaints

regarding a possible intoxi-
cated driver traveling south-
bound on I-5 through the
Cottage Grove area.

The vehicle was reportedly
leaving the roadway into the
dirt before swerving back
onto the highway, passing
vehicles on the shoulder, and
at one point driving through
the grass parallel to the road-
way. The vehicle eventually
left the roadway and crashed
into the ditch near Milepost
170. Officers arrived and
contacted the female driver
until OSP and ODOT arrived
on scene. OSP took over the
investigation and ultimately
arrested the driver for DUII-
Drugs and Reckless Driving.

- A brush fire near the
bike path behind Walmart
generated more than 20
calls to Police Dispatch as
flames climbed the hillside
underneath the I-5 overpass.
Officers quickly arrived and
began evacuating nearby
homes while South Lane
Fire and Rescue responded.
Firefighters successfully
extinguished the blaze,
which burned approximately
80-100 yards but fortunately
caused no structural damage.
Multiple witnesses reported
seeing a white male leaving

the area shortly after the fire
began. Officers contacted
the individual and ultimately
determined he was not
responsible for starting the
fire. Anyone with additional
information is asked to call
our non-emergency line at
(541) 942-9145 ext. 1 and
reference case #2026-1103.

- An assault involving two
juveniles was investigated
near the Chambers Covered
Bridge. The victim was
evaluated by South Lane Fire
and Rescue, while officers
spoke with juvenile witnesses
and identified the suspect.
The juvenile suspect was
interviewed and admitted to
the assault. The juvenile was
counseled regarding their
behavior, and the incident
was addressed with the juve-
nile’s parents. At the time of
the incident, the victim and
their parents did not wish to
pursue criminal charges.

- Cottage Grove
Emergency Department staff
called requesting assistance
removing a patient who
had been discharged but
was overstaying her wel-
come and refusing to leave.
Officers arrived and located
the female, still wearing her
hospital gown and pretending

to be asleep in one of the
rooms. Officers attempted
to wake her eventually, got
dressed, and agreed to leave

the hospital. The female

explained she was trying
to make her way back to
Portland but did not have

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime
are presumed innocent
until proven guilty.
Information printed is
preliminary and subject
to change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY, AUGUST 10

00:09: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1000 block W. Main
St.

00:33: City ordinance
violation, 200 block N.
12th St.

01:21: Suspicious
subject, 900 block Row
River Rd.

01:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 3000 block Row
River Rd.

01:35: Suspicious
condition, 200 block N.
12th St.

09:39: Found property,
1200 block E. Main St.

10:24: Fraud, 600
block E. Jefferson Ave.

10:36: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

10:44: Overdose, 100
block E. Madison Ave.

11:22: Criminal mis-
chief, 300 block S. River
Rd.

POLICE BLOTTER

transportation. Officers ulti-
mately gave her a courtesy
ride to Walmart, where she
planned to wait for the bus.

11:24: Abandoned
vehicle, North M/Ash St.

11:48: Suspicious sub-
ject, 200 block Gateway
Blvd.

14:03: Abandoned
vehicle, 1700 block
Harvey Rd.

15:27: Theft, 900
block Row River Rd.

15:52: Trespass, 700
block E. Gibbs Ave.

16:41: Motor vehicle
crash, Gateway/Row
River Rd.

18:53: Fire, 300 block
S. 5th St.

19:28: Mental subject,
1000 block W. Main St.

20:30: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

22:00: Warrant service,
400 block E. Mains St.

23:24: Disturbance,
200 block S. River Rd.

23:35: Warrant service,
200 block S. River Rd.

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 11

00:36: Welfare check,
900 block Row River
Rd.

04:33: Suspicious
vehicle, 100 block N.
9th St.

07:03: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

07:56: Illegal camping,
200 block N. 12th St.

08:24: Illegal camping,
1500 block Village Dr.

09:06: Agency assist,
32000 block Southgate
Way

09:39: Fraud, 200
block S. River Rd.

09:45: Alarm, 100
block S. 6th St.

12:14: Suspicious
condition, 900 block
Chestnut Ave.

12:24: Theft, 900
block Row River Rd.

13:02: Theft, 100
block Gateway Blvd.

13:03: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

13:19: Fire, 72000
block London-
Weyerhauser Rd.

13:34: Illegal camping,
1200 block E. Main St.
14:14: Alarm, 1500

block S. 4th St.

14:29: Abandoned
vehicle, 800 block S. 1st
St.

20:11: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th
St.

23:02: Trespass, 900
block Row River Rd.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 12

00:20: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

02:30: Animal info,
900 block South V Ct.

09:52: Suspicious con-
dition, 3000 block Row
River Rd.

10:57: Fraud, 1000
block S. 4th St.

16:51: Theft, 1500
block E. Main St.

17:18: Suicidal subject,
300 block E. Monroe St.

17:20: Suspicious sub-
ject, Woodson/9th

17:51: Suspicious sub-
ject, 400 block E. Main
St.

THURSDAY,
AUGUST 13

00:09: Juvenile prob-
lem, 900 block W. 7th
St.

00:11: Trespass, 1200
block Gateway Blvd.

08:16: Agency assist,
200 block N. 12th St.

09:29: Disturbance,
200 block S. River Rd.

11:01: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

16:16: Alarm, 3000
block Row River Rd.

20:23: Juvenile prob-
lem, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

21:07: Theft, 30000
block Overholser Rd.

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 14

02:20: Warrant service,
E. Whiteaker/8th

07:01: Suspicious
vehicle, J/Chestnut

08:08: Trespass, 1500
block Village Dr.

09:36: Found property,
700 block Row River
Rd.

12:20: Harassment,
200 block S. River Rd.

14:16: Found property,
900 block S. 8th St.

15:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th
St.

15:35: Abandoned
vehicle, 900 block E.
Quincy Ave.

16:26: Abandoned
vehicle, Pennoyer/99

17:02: Disturbance,
3000 block Row River
Rd.

20:45: Fire, 900 block
Row River Rd.

22:34: Fire, 1500 block
Hwy 99

SATURDAY.
AUGUST 15

00:47: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

01:05: Suspicious
vehicle, 100 block S.
10th St.

02:32: Suspicious
vehicle, 800 block Row
River Rd.

02:49: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

09:03: Death inves-
tigation, 1300 block
Cottonwood PI.

10:01: Mental subject,
200 block N. 10th St.

10:44: Suicidal subject,
1700 block Hwy 99

15:09: Alarm, 3000
block Row River Rd.

15:56: Unlawful entry
into motor vehicle, 2700
block Row River Rd.

15:59: Suicidal subject,
100 block Crestview Ter

16:32: Assault, 100
block S. River Rd.

18:23: Suspicious sub-
ject, Washington/12th

18:35: Alarm, 500
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

19:49: Dog at large,
Edison/Harrison

21:08: Found property,
400 block Main St.

23:01: Suspicious
vehicle, 700 block N.
River Rd. |

23:11: Suspicious
vehicle, 1400 block N.
Douglas St.

SUNDAY,
AUGUST 16

10:07: Disorderly sub-
ject, Coiner Park

10:25: Alarm, 100
block Palmer Ave.

10:28: Fire, 1600 block
Gibbs Ave.

10:38: Found property,
700 block N. River Rd.

11:02: Suspicious con-
dition, 100 block Hwy
99

11:58: Assault, 1500
block Village Dr.

12:22: Juvenile trou-
ble, 1500 block Samuel
Dr.

13:04: Theft, 900
block Row River Rd.

14:29: Abandoned
vehicle, 10th/Quincy

14:49: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

16:58: Animal info,
900 block Row River
Rd.

18:41: Fire, 34000
block Shoreview Dr.

19:01: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

19:38: Warrant service,
900 block W. Main St.

20:38: Disturbance,
300 block S. 1st St.

22:35: Shots fired, 300
block N. 16th St.

Apple Pay and employment offer scam warnings

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Law enforcement agencies
continue to issue consumer
scam warnings this summer
and the latest warning comes
from the Newport police
Department.

The first warning involves
an Apple Pay scam.

If you receive a text from
Apple Pay with a message
like this, it’s a scam, accord-
ing to the police warning.

“Apple Pay has found a
payment originating from a

HELLO

Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

device awaiting clearance. A
device with incomplete veri-
fications was used to submit
a [dollar amount] request in
Cupertino, CA. processing
has been paused as a result,
and the payment will stay
pending until the necessary
identity check is cleared.
Clearance case [number]. Did
you authorize the payment
made through this device?

If yes, nothing further is
expected from you. We'll
complete the remaining clear-
ance and resume processing

automatically. If you did not
authorize it, contact 877-389-
##%% [or other phone number]
promptly. We’ll examine

the activity and help protect
your account. For billing
assistance, call [same num-
ber as the previous number
mentioned].”

First, know that Apple does
not text or call users about
suspicious activity or unau-
thorized charges on Apple
Pay. Any text message claim-
ing to be an Apple Pay fraud
alert with a phone number

to call or a link to click is a
phishing scam, the Newport
Police state in a social media
post.

“The sense of urgency to
contact the sender is the tactic
used to cause your panic,” the
post states. “Telling you that
the charge will automatically
go through if you do not call
them right away is their scare
tactic to get you on the phone
so they can begin the process

See more SCAM
On Page 3

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

B e

£ Cam
i £ A

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

hofonfiofiof v FreedomCare

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

NEWS online at: www.
cgsentinel.com

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

® Free Pickup & Towing.

+ Free gutter inspection, quote

voucher at one of 50 locations

~{; Call 1-844-533-9173

e —— ml—lerlta
e _: $Ffor th cBhnd

good for1year  Promo code: 285 m Top Tax Deduction.

Call 1-855-536-8838

35% Off

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265 x —

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.
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AUGUST 26

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

e Senior Center Pinochle
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center.
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Chamber Concerts in the
Park: RIFFLE (rock)

Bohemia Park
Amphitheater. Vendors
5:30-8 p.m. Concert 6:30-8
p.m.

* Acoustic Jam with Gregg
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewing.

* Axe and Fiddle Game
Night. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Free

* Elks Lodge Bingo. Early
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

* Concerts in the Park
After Party 8-9 p.m. Cottage
Grove Public Market.

AUGUST 27

* T.O.PS. Club. 9:30-11
a.m. Delight Valley Church
of Christ, Saginaw.

* Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m.

CG Public Library.

* Community Center Table
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Community
Center

* Bread Club. 5-7 p.m. CG
Public Market.

* Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447
Hwy 99N.

e Stone Hart (rock). 6-8
p.m. CG Public Market.

* Blessed Relief Jazz
Trio. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewery.

* Open Mic Night. 6:30—
9:30 p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

AUGUST 28

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum Yard Sale. 10
a.m.—~4 p.m. 308 S. 6th St.

e Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG
Public Library.

* American Legion Bingo.
5-7 p.m. American Legion
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

o Art Walk Guest Artist:
Gloria Glow Worm.

* Elks Lodge Fish Fry
Dinner (tilapia and cod).
5:30-7 p.m. 775 N. River Rd.
(a la carte prices)

o Saginaw Vineyard Friday
Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 80247
Delight Valley School Rd.

o Last Friday Art Walk.
6-9 p.m. Historic Downtown
District and 6th Street.

¢ Jackson’s Pub Karaoke
Night with Jesse Hart. 6:30
p.m. CG Public Market. 912
E. Main St.

* The Huckleberrys
(Americana). 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Coast Fork Brewery.

* Weekly Pool Tournament.
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5
entry. BCA rules.

* Roaring Twenties
Costume Contest. 7-7:30
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

* “The General” movie
showing. 7:30 p.m. Cottage
Theatre. 700 Village Dr. (All
seats $10)

¢ Jazz Dance of the
Century. 8 p.m. Odd Fellows
Lodge. 317 E. Main St.

¢ Wild at Heart (Oldies).
8:30-10:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

AUGUST 29

e Share Fair, 9 a.m. 1133
E. Main St.

* South Valley Farmers
Market. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 7th
and Main Street.

¢ Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 4-10 p.m. 740 Row
River Rd.

* Championship Night at
the Races, 6 p.m. Cottage
Grove Speedway

e Sattori Bob (Americana).
6:30-9:30 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewery.

* AlAnon “Courage to
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair
Room. City Hall.

* Belly Dancing. 8-10 p.m.
Axe and Fiddle. Free.

AUGUST 30

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel

Foggy morning in the lower Row River Valley.

* Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

* VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m.
VEFW Post 3473. 3160
Hillside Dr.

* Bradly Shepherd B’day
Bash. 12-4 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewery.

» Walker T. Ryan (blues).
6-8 p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

AUGUST 31

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 1-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove
Community Center.

SEPTEMBER 1
e Ukulele Club. (for adults)
9 a.m. CG Public Library.

* Bilingual Story Time. 5
p-.m. CG Public Library.

e Trinity Lutheran Free
Take-Out Dinner. 5:15-6:15
p-m. 675 S. 7th St.

* Trivia & Games with
Gerald and Cribbage with
Ted. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

New survey asks Oregonians how they want transportation dollars spent

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

The group tasked with
developing recommendations
on how to maintain Oregon’s
transportation system wants to
hear from Oregonians about
what they think the state’s
transportation priorities should
be in a new survey.

See the link to the survey
with this story online at cgsen-
tinel.com.

The Oregon Department of
Transportation is facing a $200
million budget shortfall in the
2027-29 budget cycle. The gap
marks the fifth budget cycle in
a row where the agency will
have to cut services and staff
unless the Oregon Legislature

finds a way to provide addi-
tional revenue. The agency’s
budget shortfall stems from
the rising cost of materials and
labor, as well as flattening gas
tax revenue as more people
drive fuel-efficient and electric
vehicles.

After spearheading several
unsuccessful attempts at find-
ing new revenue for the state’s

Courtesy from the Oregon Department of Transportation

massive transportation agency,
Gov. Tina Kotek convened
12 transportation and busi-
ness experts to participate in
a workgroup to help come up
with solutions to the agency’s
budget gap. The group has
until the end of the year
to deliver funding recom-
mendations to Kotek, though
lawmakers asked to receive
recommendations earlier.

The survey asks Oregonians
their top six transportation

priorities, how they think the
agency should spend its limited
funding and what reductions
would impact them the most.

Oregonians have until 6
p.m. Sept. 10 to complete the
survey. Oregonians can also
send their feedback to the
workgroup’s email at rebuild-
ingtransportation@odot.oregon.
gov.

https:/loregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/08/14/
new-survey-asks-oregonians-

how-they-want-transportation-
dollars-spent/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

Aerial view of the Interstate 5 bridge connecting Portland and Vancouver.
Members of a workgroup meant come up with sustainable funding for the
Oregon Department of Transportation said that among their greatest chal-

lenges is overall negative public perceptions of the agency.

See More SCAM
FROM Page 2

of asking questions to gain
your personal information.”
Newport Police urge any-
one receiving such a text
to examine the wording in
the text. It isn’t how Apple
normally communicates.
Phrases such as device await-
ing clearance, incomplete
verifications, necessary
identity check is cleared, and
processing has been paused

may also take a screenshot of
the fraudulent message and
email it to reportphising@
apple.com. Then block the
number that sent you the
original text.”

Employment Scam

Another scam that has
appeared in many Facebook
community groups, usually
posted by someone who has
just joined the group, is fake
employment offer. Thos scam
has shown up in multiple
groups across the country

with a link to a form to fill
out in Google docs.

Newport Police caution
that anyone seeing such a
post should be aware of
employment posts that do not
list the name of the employer,
where the job is located,
what the job duties entail,
etc.

“Do not fill out forms
online that ask for your per-
sonal information if you can-
not verify the employer,” the
Newport Police post states.

Local Fiber

+ Carpet Cleaning

o Area Rugs

o Upholstery

o Pet Odor Treatments

sound deliberately technical
and official, but they don’t
resemble Apple’s normal
terminology for Apple Pay
transactions, Newport Police
explain.

“Did you also notice

o Mattresses

« Tile & Grout

the contradiction? The text
clearly states processing has
been paused but then states if
you authorized the payment
(but doesn’t explain HOW
you authorized it), nothing
further is expected of you,
and they will complete the

transaction automatically,” the

post states.

Newport Police urge any-
one who receives such a text
to never call the number
provided, reply to the text, or
click any links.

“If you have Apply Pay,
open the Wallet app on your
device to review your actual
Apple Pay and Apple Cash
transaction history, or use
Apple’s official support chan-
nels.” Newport Police urge
in the post. “If there is an
actual issue with a credit or
debit card linked to Apple
Pay, contact your bank — not
Apple — and your bank will
handle the fraud protection
and alerts. If you wish, you
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Many Oregonians may qualify for SNAP work
or activity rule exemptions without realizing it

OREGON DEPARTMENT
OF HUMAN SERVICES

Many Oregonians who are
required to meet SNAP work or
activity rules may qualify for an
exemption based on their health,
work, education, caregiving respon-
sibilities or other circumstances.

The Oregon Department of
Human Services (ODHS) is encour-
aging people to contact the agency
so staff can review their situation
and help them keep the food ben-
efits they qualify for.

Currently, 93% of Oregonians
subject to SNAP work or activity
rules qualify for an exemption.

“A change in your life can change
whether SNAP work or activity
rules apply to you,” ODHS SNAP
Director Jessica Amaya Hoffman
said. “You may have started caring
for someone, experienced a health
change or begun a new job or train-
ing program. Contact us before
assuming you have to meet the
requirements. We’ll listen, explain
your options and help you take the
next step.”

Common reasons someone may
qualify for an exemption

Courtesy photo

SNAP is a federal program that provides food assistance to
approximately 1in 5 eligible, low-income families and indi-
viduals in Oregon, including many older adults and people

with disabilities.

Depending on their circum-
stances, people may qualify for an
exemption if they are:

* Pregnant.

* Physically or mentally unable
to work.

* Already working enough hours
to meet the requirement.

* Participating in a qualifying
education or training program.

* Move to an exempt county or
waived Tribal land.

* Responsible for caring for a
child or another person, depending
on their circumstances.

Report changes as soon as
possible

Life circumstances change. If
you’ve started a new job, become
pregnant, experienced a change
in your health or your household
responsibilities have changed,
contact ODHS as soon as possible.
Those changes may mean you now
qualify for an exemption.

People who think they may
qualify for an exemption can also
complete the Report of Exemptions,
Paid or Unpaid Work, or Good
Cause form. The form can help
identify whether someone may
qualify for an exemption and report
volunteer hours, work activities
or other qualifying information to
ODHS.

How ODHS can help

People who contact ODHS may:

* Review their individual circum-
stances to determine whether an
exemption applies.

* Learn what documentation may
be needed.

* Report changes in work, vol-
unteer activities or household
circumstances.

¢ Complete the Report of
Exemptions, Paid or Unpaid Work,
or Good Cause form.

* Connect with WorkSource
Oregon and other employment
and training resources if they
need to meet the work or activity
requirements.

About SNAP work
or activity rules

As of July 2025, federal changes
expanded SNAP work or activity
rules, increasing the number of

Oregonians who need to meet these
requirements to continue receiving
food benefits.

Adults ages 18 to 64 without a
child under age 14 in their SNAP
household generally need to com-
plete 80 hours of work or qualifying
activities each month unless they
qualify for an exemption or live in a
waived area.

If someone does not meet the
requirements and does not qualify
for an exemption, ODHS sends a
counting month notice. Anyone
who receives one of these notices
is encouraged to contact the SNAP
Work or Activity Rules Team to dis-
cuss their options.

Learn more

For more information about
SNAP work or activity rules and
exemptions:

¢ English: Oregon.gov/
snapworkrules

* Spanish: Oregon.gov/
snapnormastrabajo

ODHS SNAP Work or Activity
Rules (ABAWD) Team

e Call: 1-833-947-1694

* Email: SNAP.ABAWDTeam@
odhsoha.oregon.gov

Wyden gets ‘clear, consistent message’ at health care hearing

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon Senator Ron
Wyden conducted an online
health care hearing to gain
Oregonians concerns and
experiences as patients, con-
sumers of long-term care,
family caregivers, nurses,
doctors and pharmacists.

The Cottage Grove
Sentinel spoke with Sen.
Wyden following the event
conducted Sunday, Aug. 16 in
Medford.

Cottage Grove Sentinel:
What was the range of ques-
tions/comments during your
hearing?

Senator Ron Wyden:
Sunday’s online health
care field hearing for rural
Oregonians generated per-
sonal and painful stories of
medical anguish from every
nook and cranny of our state.
And the clear and consistent
message | heard from those
accounts — along with oth-
ers delivered at similar hear-
ings statewide over the past

Courtesy photo

Oregon Senator Ron Wyden taking public com-
ments during the online health care hearing event.

week — is that Americans
are suffering from a health
care nightmare. It’s a night-
mare that includes crushing
expenses, denied cover-
age, delayed treatments and
mind-numbing bureaucracy
throwing up roadblock after
roadblock between patients
and their caregivers.

CGS: How will you
address those concerns?

Wyden: As the top
Democrat on the Senate
Finance Committee, I will
keep leading the fight when
Democrats regain the major-
ity to make Congress wake
up, end this health care night-
mare and turn the dream of
universal health care into a
tangible reality. Medicare for
All would lower costs and
ensure Americans’ health care
can’t be yanked away.

CGS: What will be the
challenges in addressing
those concerns?

Wyden: Donald Trump
and Republicans made the
health care nightmare worse,

and Democrats will build the
system Americans deserve.
There’s no doubt that power-
ful special interests like Big
Pharma and Big Insurance
will keep scheming to defend
the failed health care status
quo. I am more convinced
than ever after these initial
“reimagining health care”
field hearings across Oregon
that ‘people power’ can and
will defeat those special
interests.

Wyden is holding multiple
statewide “Reimagining
Health Care for America”
field hearings during the
August congressional work
period to take testimony
ahead of what he cited as
upcoming massive changes
inflicted on Oregonians by
Donald Trump and congres-
sional Republicans. Wyden
has conducted in-person field
hearings during this month
in Eugene, Salem, Portland
and Medford. Additional in-
person hearings are planned

throughout 2026 in additional
Oregon cities.

“My goal throughout all
these hearings is to advance
a fresh plan to reimagine the
American health care sys-
tem that makes good on the
promise that health care is a
basic human right,” Wyden
said. “Essential elements of
that fresh health care plan
must deliver a home-care
guarantee for all Americans
to get ahead of the long-term
care crisis, keep reining in
Big Pharma, hold insurance
companies accountable and
provide every American with
a public Medicare choice
for their health care that is
affordable and high-quality.”

Starting in January 2027,
nearly 250,000 Oregonians
will be at risk of losing their
health insurance, a huge blow
that will hurt all Oregonians
by making health care even
harder to access for everyone,
according to Wyden.

Cottage Grove to host kickoff fundraiser for high school new track

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove High
School’s track is due for a
revamp, and the program is
hosting an event to kick off
a capital campaign that will
raise funds to resurface the
23-year-old track.

The event will be hosted at
the Cottage Grove High
School cafeteria on Aug. 26
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., and
the program’s goal is to
replace the aging track with a
new Beynon Sports BSS 300

surface. The surface is touted
as the “industry standard for
safety, performance, durabil-
ity, and long-term value.”

The goal for the cam-
paign is to raise $550,000 by
late spring 2027, allowing
construction to take place that
summer.Ricky Knutson is
Cottage Grove’s head coach
for the school’s cross country
and track and field programs,
and he detailed what the
night should look like.

“It’s going to be an offi-
cial kickoff for some of the
people and possible donors

We provide high quality
well and water pump services

ily owned busin

about

that are potentially interested
in helping contribute in some
way or another,” Knutson
said. “So there will be a pre-
sentation and some ice cream
and a video and that type of
thing. Kind of a challenge

to get people interested and
hopefully helping out.”

The program hosted a
golf fundraiser earlier in
August, which Knutson said
went well. The goal now is
to build a strong grassroots
push to show potential donors
they are “serious about the
project.”

The need for the track has
been apparent in recent years.
Multiple spots on the track
surface are wearing thin, and

v Audien Hearing
The World’s First Hearing Aids

the asphalt underneath is
beginning to show through.
As a result, training on the
surface is becoming unsafe,
and the program has shifted
many workouts to the turf
and grass when possible to
help prevent injuries.

A release from the pro-
gram gave more insight to the
issues that the track has
presented.

“Currently, student-
athletes need to train on the
adjacent turf field and must
forgo using spikes during
practice. The aging surface
has also created safety con-
cerns, including reduced
shock absorption, uneven
surfaces, and poor traction,

With Touchscreen Controls.

increasing the risk of injury,
while also limiting the
school’s ability to host major
competitions,” the release
stated.

A new surface is needed
to host future events and
practices; the current track
will not be suitable for host-
ing international teams in the
future, as the program did
with Botswana this summer
and for Oregon 22.

With the track in its cur-
rent state, Knutson said it
was difficult for the U20
team that visited to train
ahead of the championships
in Eugene. During some reps,
some athletes had to remove
their spikes to run on the

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator

track because the surface is
so hard. With the track’s orig-
inal lifespan projected to last
around 10-15 years, Cottage
Grove has gotten plenty of
use out of it for the last 23
years. The program hopes

to raise the funds to make it
state-of-the-art for years to
come.

“We hope we can get this
track done. [Team Botswana]
have talked about potentially
coming back in 2028 to get
ready for the Olympics down
in LA. So hopefully we can
have that track surface ready
for them,” Knutson said.

Find more information at
https://www.cgtrackandfield.
com.
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GUEST COLUMN

100 years ago, Buster Keaton brought
an economic boom to Cottage Grove

CASEY WOODARD

Cottage Grove
Sentinel Guest Column

Editor’s Note: A two-day
anniversary event celebrating
the movie,The General, filmed
in Cottage Grove is sched-
uled August 28-29. The event
organized by the Cottage
Grove Historical Society, will
bring screenings, tours, and
tributes to the 1926 produc-
tion that transformed local
streets and railroad tracks
into a living set. See the full
story online at cgsentinel.com

One hundred years ago
this summer, Buster

Keaton stood in Cottage
Grove and looked out at the
Row River Valley.

He took in the timber-
covered ridges and said it was
the most perfect place he had
ever seen for a motion pic-
ture. What happened here in
the summer of 1926 became
one of the most celebrated
sequences in film history.
And, for a struggling timber
town, it also became one of
the largest local paydays of
the decade.

My grandparents were
among the four thousand
people who gathered on
the banks of the Row River
on July 23, 1926, to watch
Keaton destroy a bridge on
purpose. Their story is a small
piece of a much bigger one,
the story of what this pro-
duction meant for the local
economy.

Finding Cottage Grove

Keaton was preparing what
he believed would be the
defining film of his career,
The General, based on a real
Civil War railroad raid. When
his team scouted the actual
Georgia locations, the scenery
was, in Keaton’s words, terri-
ble. It was overgrown, crude,
and unconvincing. His loca-
tion manager, Burt Jackson,
was sent west instead. He
arranged cooperation with the
Oregon Pacific and Eastern
Railroad, whose logging lines
and rugged, timbered terrain
looked more authentically
Southern than the South itself,
and wired the studio that he
had found exactly what they
needed. Keaton inspected the
valley himself in May 1926,
climbing over locomotives
and touring abandoned lumber
camps, and declared it exactly
what he wanted.

The Company Arrives

When full production began
on May 28th, Keaton’s crew
brought eighteen carloads of
equipment, twelve hundred
costumes, and an advance
party of twenty people into a
town of a few thousand resi-
dents. A former moose lodge
became a makeup and ward-
robe department. Cannons,
prairie schooners, wagons,
and a stagecoach arrived
by rail. Sections of Cottage
Grove itself were rebuilt with
new lumber to resemble a
Georgia town. A reporter at
the time wrote that the rebuilt
streets already looked as if
they had stood for fifty years,
new construction paid for

If the Oregon
tion were hel
you vote for?
Tina Kotek
Christine Drazan
Other

entirely by the production.
The company, along with its
visiting families, stayed for
nearly thirteen weeks, filling
hotel rooms, buying meals,
and pulling local goods and
services onto an out-of-town
payroll. Baseball games
against the local Methodist
team and neighborhood
dances turned the arrangement
into something more than a
transaction, but the money
was the foundation of it.

Jobs When Jobs Were
Scarce

The production’s real
impact on Cottage Grove was
economic. Money was tight
in the mid-1920s, and jobs
were not plentiful in a timber-
dependent town at the mercy
of lumber prices. Keaton’s
crew hired nearly anyone
willing to work. “It was a
godsend, a lifesaver for the
community,” recalled Kermit
Sams, a local man who found
a job on the set. “They hired
anybody and everybody who
wanted to work in the film.”

The local National Guard
company was enlisted
almost wholesale. Reazen
Longfellow, a volunteer with
the 249th Coast Artillery
Division, remembered that
the production “took all of
us who were in the National
Guard, lock, stock and bar-
rel.” Unemployed men from
around the region jumped
at the chance to earn up to
five dollars a day [approxi-
mately $87 in 2026 dollars]
playing soldiers, parading
as Confederate troops in the
morning and changing into
Union blue by afternoon.
Several Pullman cars were
brought in just to house the
hundreds of extras and labor-
ers on the payroll.

Farmers were compen-
sated too. When sparks from
the film’s locomotive set
haystacks along the right of
way ablaze, the crew paid
twenty-five dollars [approxi-
mately $437 in 2026 dollars]
for every stack that burned.
The paychecks outlasted the
cameras, too. After filming
wrapped, a celebratory train
ride sent sparks into the hills
near Culp Creek, starting
several fires. Many extras
were kept on for extra paid
days specifically to help fight
them.

For some, the connection
outlasted the summer entirely.
Both Sams and Longfellow
went on to spend the greater
part of their working lives in
Cottage Grove’s timber mills,
a steady occupation they later
traced back to that first sum-
mer of work the movie people
offered.

The Bridge at Culp Creek

The film’s climax required
a locomotive to plunge
through a burning bridge into
the Row River. It was a shot
Keaton refused to fake with a
miniature. No existing trestle
met his requirements, so a
construction crew was hired
to build one from scratch
near Culp Creek. It measured
215 feet long and stood fifty
feet above the water, with a
dam built to bring the river

ubernatorial elec-
today, who would

to the right depth and a five-
hundred-foot spur line laid
to connect the new bridge
to the main railroad. The
bridge, built for the sole pur-
pose of its own destruction,
cost $42,000 [approximately
$750,000 in 2026 dollars]
in construction labor and
materials. That money was
spent locally, on a structure
meant to stand for a single
afternoon.

July 23, 1926

The day before, a train car-
rying eight hundred soldiers
and ninety horses arrived and
was marched to a wardrobe
depot downtown, joined by
two hundred boys from the
local guard company. All
were issued uniforms and
gear, and all were paid for
a day’s work. By dawn on
July 23rd, spectators lined
Row River Road for more
than a mile, and most of
Cottage Grove’s merchants
closed for the day. Six cam-
eras, including units flown
in from Hollywood at added
expense, captured the shot as
the bridge, soaked in gasoline
and rigged with dynamite,
burned and collapsed under
the weight of the locomotive
Texas. Black smoke rose, the
whistle blew a long mournful
note, and the crowd of three
to four thousand gasped as
one. It was, by most accounts,
the most expensive single
shot in silent film history, and
every dollar of it was staged,
built, and witnessed in and
around Cottage Grove.

The Legacy

The General was financed
by producer Joe Schenck
at a total cost of more than
$400,000 [approximately
$7 million in 2026 dollars].
That budget, for thirteen
weeks, flowed largely through
Cottage Grove’s hotels,
garages, farms, and payrolls.
The film was a box office
disappointment on release,
and its cost curtailed Keaton’s
creative independence for the
rest of his career. He never
again enjoyed that scale of
financial backing. But its rep-
utation has only grown since.
It is now widely regarded as
one of the greatest films ever
made, its production stills are
still compared to Civil War
era photography, and film
scholars return to it genera-
tion after generation. Locally,
though, the film’s most lasting
legacy was never really about
art. It was about a paycheck.

For Cottage Grove, the
numbers tell their own story.
A production that spent
roughly $7 million in today’s
dollars, employed hundreds
of local residents for thir-
teen weeks, built a $750,000
bridge for a single shot, and
paid extras, farmers, and fire-
fighters alike, left more than a
piece of film history behind.
It left a paycheck that many
families in this town still
remember, a century later, as
one of the best jobs Cottage
Grove ever had.

Casey Woodard is a
Cottage Grove resident.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Do you believe global warming
is contributing to Oregon’s wild-
fire season?

45.5% Yes
54.5% No

COMMENTARY

Oregon’s 2026 race for governor:
the facts on the ground

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

he Oregon governor’s
race this year may
hinge on two factors.

One is the record of
incumbent Democrat Tina
Kotek and Republican
Christine Drazan’s critique of
it and issues on the ground.
The other is the Trump
administration.

Here, let’s look at the
first of those, the ideas and
topics more specific to the
candidates and Oregon. (The
Trump factor will come
later.)

A good shorthand com-
parison of what the candi-
dates generally seem to want
to emphasize, and how they
address those subjects, can
be found on the issues pages
on the respective websites of
Drazan and Kotek.

These pages aren’t all that
the candidates have, can or
will say about various issues.
But they do offer useful core
messages. The first Drazan
television spot this season,
for example, plays like a
short summary of her web-
site’s issues page.

The two candidates talk
about many of the same
things, especially toward the
top of their lists.

Both lead with the rising
cost of living, described as a
major problem.

From there, they diverge.
Kotek says she has addressed
high costs through attacking
“corporate price gouging,”
seeking to pause new taxes
in the Portland area, block-
ing freeway tolls and utility
rate increases and signing
“bills that protect credit from
medical debt, ban hidden
online fees.” Drazan calls for
lowering taxes, “repeal(ing)
regulations that drive up gas,
utilities and food prices,”
and ending “Oregon’s unique
death tax” (though how that
would cut costs broadly is
unclear).

Both also talk about
affordable housing as a top
priority, though again differ-
ently. Kotek mentioned her
efforts to increase housing
stock through legislation and

otherwise. Drazan proposed
regulatory reduction, prop-
erty tax cuts and programs
to help first-time home
buyers.

After affordability mat-
ters, education was the hot-
test topic for both candidates
— again, in different ways.

Kotek noted funds for
early literacy, child care pro-
grams, expanding access to
books and requiring reports
from local districts on stu-
dent learning. Drazan talked
about increases in special
education funding but also
efforts to “restore teachers’
ability to remove disruptive
kids from the classroom ...
Defend and protect women’s
sports (evidently a reference
to transgender students) ...
Stop indoctrination from the
Department of Education ...
End social promotion and
ensure kids can read by 3rd
grade ... Ensure curriculum
transparency and the right
for parents to opt out.”

Both had plenty to say too
about the economy, where
Kotek referred to “strength-
ening” it and Drazan to
“unleashing” it.

Kotek spoke of business
partnerships and projects
and focused on efforts to
develop clean and renewable
energy; elsewhere, she spoke
favorably of a moratorium
on new data centers.

Drazan’s bullet points
were painted with a broader
brush: “Fire anti-business
bureaucrats. Freeze new
rules and regulations. Clear
barriers to trade. Tear up
anti-business executive
orders. Get government
out of the way. Invest in
Oregon’s infrastructure.
Prioritize access to afford-
able, reliable energy.
Unleash our natural resource
economy. ... Roll back
Oregon’s hidden sales tax.”

Kotek spoke more about
public safety, environmental
concerns (except for wild-
fires, which Drazan simply
said should be prevented so
people could “get our woods
working again”).

In her review of Kotak’s
term, Drazan appeared to
bear down on the gover-
nor’s case four years ago
that she would be a tough
and effective administra-
tor, suggesting she has not
been. The headlines on the
Republican’s issues page
says, “Oregon deserves bet-
ter. Christine Drazan will

Drazan devoted a major
issue section to this theme:
“Root out fraud and corrup-
tion. Fire ineffective agency
heads. Issue a moratorium
on new rules and regula-
tions. Eliminate three rules

and regulations for any new
one. Undo Tina Kotek’s
legacy by tearing up her
executive orders. ... Veto
special interest giveaways,
special interest and pork
projects.”

Drazan’s website, how-
ever, offers few specifics to
go with the rhetoric. Maybe
she could document fraud,
waste, inefficiency and so
on, but she hasn’t brought
the receipts yet.

Oddly missing from
both candidate’s major
specific talking points:
Transportation funding,
on which the two clashed
repeatedly in the last couple
of years, and in which voters
strongly rejected a Kotek-
signed plan. Maybe that’s
coming later.

Let’s pull back. From
a campaign perspective,
what do these messages tell
Oregon voters?

Both contenders are doing
what you might reasonably
expect of them. Kotek is
making the case that her
administration has been
active and productive on key
issues, and cites programs,
funding and legislation to
support that. Drazan charac-
terizes the term as ineffec-
tive and incompetent, and
proposes mainly time-tested
Republican answers (lower
taxes, less regulation) in
response.

She would, of course,
have to deal with an (almost
certainly) Democratic
legislature. Of course, the
popularity (ahem) of the
Legislature isn’t something
Kotek has emphasized,
either.

That brings us to an
unknown: how Oregonians
perceive these arguments.
The answer seems likely
to be a jumble, since
Kotek’s polling popularity
has not been high (raising
the question of how well
her message will sell), but
Republican policies haven’t
been scoring well at least in
Oregon either.

The decisive outlying fac-
tor could be summed up in
one word: Trump.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/08/13/
oregons-2026-race-for-
governor-the-facts-on-the-
ground|/
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REPAIRS

From page 1

Councilor Randell
Lammerman asked about the
longevity of the proposed
asphalt reconstruction com-
pared to concrete. He said
he was concerned that the
Gateway Boulevard seg-
ment could fail again in a
short period of time due to
increased commercial traffic
and hotter temperatures.

“My only issue with that
is, if we are spending (round-
ing up) $289,000 to redo
Gateway, and if that were
to possibly fail in a very
short amount of time due to
being asphalt — increased
commercial use, hotter tem-
peratures, because we know

asphalt degrades faster in

the heat — then, if we could
spend a little bit more and
get longer road life, I think it
would behoove us to look at
the additional cost for that,”
he said.

Speaking to The
Sentinel after the meeting,
Lammerman said his “no”
vote was specifically tied to
the Gateway Boulevard pro-
posal. He said the northern
section of the corridor carries
heavy commercial traffic
and that concrete pavement
would provide significantly
longer service life than
asphalt.

“Asphalt roads generally
have a service life of 15 to
25 years, whereas concrete
pavements can reliably
endure for 30 to 40 years,”
he said.

He said the higher upfront
cost of concrete would be
offset by its durability and
reduced maintenance needs.

“Considering Cottage
Grove’s existing backlog of
essential infrastructure proj-
ects, I believe that making
a more robust initial invest-
ment in concrete for such
a critical artery is a fiscally
prudent decision,” he said.

Stewart said the current
pavement thickness is four
inches and the proposed
reconstruction increases that
to six inches. He said the
additional thickness will
improve the longevity of the
road but that the engineering
team did not evaluate a con-
crete option for this project.

“I will say that six inches
will improve the longevity
of that road versus the four

inches that are there now. I
would have to bring back an
answer to your question from
the engineer,” he said.

Stewart also said time is
a critical factor. The depart-
ment hopes to complete the
work this construction sea-
son, and reengineering the
project for concrete would
delay the work until next
year.

“If the council would
prefer that we not do that
project and reengineer it and
send it to the following year,
then certainly give us that
direction at that time. But at
the present time our engi-
neers cannot redo this plan
to do concrete and still have
that project viable to com-
plete this year,” he said.

Councilor Jim Settelmeyer
asked about the cost

difference between asphalt
and concrete. Stewart said
he did not have a specific
estimate for the Gateway
segment but noted that the
Main Street project showed
only a slight increase in cost
for concrete, approximately
10 percent.

The Council approved
the motion to allow staff
to solicit bids for the three
projects and return with the
results and a recommended
funding plan. The motion
passed 5-1, with Councilor
Greg Ervin excused and
Lammerman voting no.

Mayor Candace Solesbee
said she supported the
Gateway Boulevard proposal
because the city needs to
address the deteriorating
roadway now, using fund-
ing that is already available,

rather than risk higher costs
later. She said concrete can
last longer in some situations
but requires a much larger
upfront investment, while
asphalt is more affordable,
faster to install, and easier to
maintain over time.

“The most durable option
on paper is not automatically
the most responsible choice
if it cannot be funded with-
out delaying other critical
needs,” she said.

Solesbee said her vote
reflected “a fiscally respon-
sible decision under the
circumstances” and does not
prevent the city from consid-
ering concrete in future proj-
ects when funding allows.

Follow developments
online at cgsentinel.com and
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

WATER

From page 1

the next 20 years. The plant
can produce 4.0 mgd which
exceeds the projected maxi-
mum day demand of 3.60
mgd. However the plant will
need reliability upgrades to
keep that capacity available.
Recommended improvements
include replacing membrane
filter feed pumps, replac-
ing high service pumps,
refurbishing membrane filter
trains, improving generator
reliability and replacing the
lime chemical feed system.
These upgrades ensure the
plant can continue meet-

ing water quality standards
and maintain consistent
production.

The plan also includes a
seismic resiliency assess-
ment. Although most of
the city is not located in a
seismic hazard zone, critical

water facilities could still
be impacted by a major
Cascadia Subduction Zone
earthquake. The plan recom-
mends replacing older cast
iron pipes, improving emer-
gency training and securing
additional emergency water
supply sources. These steps
would help the city recover
more quickly after a major
seismic event and maintain
essential water service during
an extended emergency.

The Water Master Plan
identifies $47.3 million
in capital improvements
needed over the next 20
years. These include stor-
age capacity improvements,
pumping upgrades, hydraulic
improvements, treatment
plant upgrades and condition
related improvements. The
plan serves as the city’s long
term roadmap for maintaining
safe, reliable drinking water
as Cottage Grove continues
to grow and as infrastructure
ages.

City Manager Mike
Sauerwein described the sig-
nificance of the Water Master
Plan.

“The Masterplan is our
City’s Business Plan for the
next 20 30 years and outlines
the projects and priorities
needed to maintain our sys-
tems and level of service,”
he said.

Council President Greg
Ervin said the document’s
importance cannot be
overstated.

“The Water Master Plan is
a crucial planning document
that acknowledges the state
of our existing water system
and seeks to anticipate the
future demand and mainte-
nance required to continue to
supply clean drinking water
to the residents of Cottage
Grove and to safely discharge
the waste products back into
the environment,” he said.
“There is arguably no more
impactful planning document

in place for the city and its
residents.”

CYANOTOXIN STUDY

The second report pre-
sented to the Council focuses
on cyanotoxins, which are
harmful compounds produced
by blue green algae. Dorena
Reservoir experiences sea-
sonal algae blooms and the
Row River Water Treatment
Plant draws water from the
river below the reservoir. The
city has monitored cyanotox-
ins since 2018. Four detec-
tions have occurred and all
were well below health advi-
sory levels. However cyano-
toxin levels can rise quickly
under the right conditions
and can affect drinking water
systems across Oregon.

The study reviewed three
alternatives: ozone, UV
advanced oxidation and
granular activated carbon. All
three can remove dissolved
cyanotoxins, which are the
form that can pass through
membrane filters.

Granular activated carbon,
known as GAC, was selected
as the preferred alternative.
It is the least expensive
option with a capital cost of
$4.9 million. It also has the
highest performance score
and is the easiest to operate.
GAC removes cyanotoxins
by adsorption and also pro-
vides additional benefits such
as removing taste and odor
compounds and other organic
contaminants. The system
would operate seasonally dur-
ing the high risk months of
May through October when
algae blooms are most likely
to occur.

The annual operating cost
is estimated at $153,000.
The 20 year lifecycle cost
is approximately $8 million.
The system is modular, which
allows the city to expand
capacity in the future if
needed. The study positions
Cottage Grove to respond
quickly if bloom conditions
change and ensures the city

has a treatment option ready
before any future advisory
becomes necessary.

Both studies presented
at the August 10 council
meeting show that Cottage
Grove’s water system is reli-
able today but will require
significant investment to
remain reliable tomorrow.
The Water Master Plan
outlines the infrastructure
improvements needed to
support growth and maintain
service. The Cyanotoxin
Study outlines the treatment
needed to protect drinking
water during seasonal algae
blooms. Together they give
the city a clear path forward
for maintaining safe, depend-
able drinking water for the
community as Cottage Grove
plans for the future, accord-
ing to city officials.

Follow developments
online at cgsentinel.com and
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

BEAR
From page 1

Land Management officials
have temporarily closed the
campground.

“The bears have been
threatening to visitors, and
they do not seem to be afraid
of humans,” BLM Tillamook
Field Manager Janet Satter
said. “For everyone’s safety,
the campground is closed
for the time being. We are
reaching out to visitors with
impacted reservations, and
wethank them for their flex-
ibility and for respecting this
temporary closure.”:

The BLM offers alterna-
tive camping options along

Ry
Ul

COTTAGE GROVE:

the Nestucca River Corridor,
at Dovre and Alder Glen
campgrounds. Both sites take
reservations.

BLM officials are working
with the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife to address
the public safety risk.

DANGEROUS
LOCAL HISTORY

A black bear that officials
said was intentionally fed by
people in Cottage Grove, and
was spotted repeatedly near
people or dwellings, was put
down by the Oregon State
Police after it lost its wariness
and began approaching people,
according to a Sentinel pub-
lished report in April. 2024.

ODFW agents attempted
to capture the 2-year-old bear
over a three week period.

“During the first week
of April, the bear cornered
a woman as she attempted
to enter her house and sub-
sequently went to sleep on
a neighbor’s front porch,”
ODFW District Wildlife
Biologist Chris Yee said.
“These are not normal behav-
iors for a wild black bear, and
wildlife biologists considered
the bear to be habituated to the
extent that it would become
aggressive towards people.”

At the request of ODFW,
the bear was killed by Oregon
State Police Monday night,
April 1.

“This is not the outcome
anyone wanted,” Yee said.
“The actions we had to take
were a direct result of people
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Rev. Lawrence Crumb

[ ]
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

820 South 10th Street

Pastor: James D. Boram
Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available

Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 o Pastor: Bob Friend
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541-942-2373
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

TLC Groups
tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033

Worship 10am
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welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm
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schedule see website OLPHCG.net
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appointment

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN
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7585 4th S * 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &
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32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
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Follow us on our Facebook page:
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intentionally feeding this
bear.”
TEADENCY TO RETURN

Relocation is not an option
for bears that are habituated
to food provided by people,
according to the ODFW. Bears
have a very strong tendency to
return to the place they were
captured — some traveling up
to 50 miles or more to return.
Bears that have become habit-
uated to “human food” tend to
repeat the same bad behaviors
in their new location.

Relocating bears results
in exporting the problem to
another community if the bear
does not return to the site of
capture. Most habituated bears
that are captured have to be
humanely killed to protect
human safety.

Habituated bears past the
age of cub are rarely consid-
ered candidates for placement
in an accredited facility or
700. A bear’s age, behavior,
and circumstances plus facil-
ity availability and space are
all factors when considering
the possibility of placement.
The average home range for a
male black bear can exceed 50
square miles and placement in
a confined facility is often not
considered a viable or humane
solution.

PREVENTION

The BLM always urges
visitors to take extra precau-
tions in bear country. Simple
actions—like giving bears
space, securing food and
knowing what to do before
you enter public lands—can
protect visitors and bears. If
you encounter a bear, stay

calm, speak in a steady voice,
back away slowly and do not
make sudden movements.
Visitors should report bear
encounters to BLM field
offices as soon as it is safe

to do so.

A bear’s strongest sense is
smell. This means everything
from trash cans to grill drip-
pings can bring them to your
property, according to the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife (ODFW).

Bears also have a great
memory when it comes to
food. They remember where
they have found food before,
including trash. Female bears
will also pass this knowl-
edge down to their young.
Intentionally or accidentally
feeding bears can negatively
affect multiple generations
of bears, the Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO)
states in its weekly Tip of the
Week.

“Feeding bears (intention-
ally or accidentally) will not
only bring unwanted visitors
to your community but can
also be harmful. Wildlife
have specialized diets that
coincide with seasonal
changes. Food provided
by humans can negatively
impact their health, lead to
conflict and safety issues
with people, and in some
cases, have fatal conse-
quences for the animals. For
the sake of Oregon’s wildlife
and their health, do not feed
them,” the BLM and ODFW
urge.

Living responsibly with
black bears is possible and

Why Pre-Plan?

you love.

-

Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those

Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance
to your family after your death.

Pre-Planning allows you to control potential
expenses of a funeral and disposition.

Pre-Planning provides an advanced

opportunity to assemble life data.

Omith-Lnd 0Nl

FUNERAL CHAPEL » CREMATORIUM
People you know, people you trust.

\Visit smithlundmills.com for more information. )

si

(541) 942-0185
123 S.7th St., Cottage Grove

it’s up to everyone to do their
part to keep people safe and
bears wild. The two agen-
cies urge the public to follow
these recommendations:

* Never feed or approach
bears. Feeding bears, inten-
tionally or unintentionally,
will cause them to associate
people with food. It is also
against the law in Oregon
(ORS 496.730).

* Secure food, garbage and
recycling. Please ensure that
your trash and dumpsters are
secure from bears by using
commercially available gar-
bage cans, metal bars over
dumpsters, fully enclosed
trash storage, or by storing
garbage inside. Take trash out
immediately before pick-up,
not the night before. Wash
garbage cans with bleach
to reduce their smell. Food
waste is one of the strongest
attractants for black bears and
allowing bears access could
qualify as illegal feeding
if appropriate steps are not
taken to prevent the issue.

* Remove bird feeders in
bear habitat when bears are
active. Birds have plenty
of naturally available food
sources during all seasons
which is why some species
migrate in winter. Bears
can be food rewarded from
bird seed and suet in feeders
leading to habituation and
food conditioning, destroyed
birdfeeders, and public safety
issues.

* Never leave pet food
outdoors. This practice can
easily attract bears and other
wildlife, putting your pets
and wildlife at risk.

* Clean and store
grills after each use.

e Alert neighbors and
ODFW to unusual bear activ-
ity (continued sightings dur-
ing daylight hours, lack of
wariness around people or
pets, etc.).

The LCSO and ODFW
urge residents to share these
tips with your neighbors,
friends and family.

“A community effort is
vital to preventing prob-
lems with bears,” the two
agencies state. “One person
who feeds or attracts bears,
intentionally or not, can pose
a risk to everyone in the
neighborhood.”

Find out more about
living responsibly with
black bears at https://
myodfw.com/articles/
help-keep-bears-wild.”
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. . . ]
FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care Bath & Shower. Many options avail- éggsgsghs(;? 4?264%;1?2%’ ESZQEE- from the records of the above-entitled e e 3

foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your

car truck. or SUV to assist the blind Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant ClHd|od|3 s AIEI T[L|S|3|N
andvisually impaired. Amrange a swift offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Gall g "; ; JW NIO . g CS) /3 g 9
' ’ NIV |1 v |A|O[N
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 1-855-980-4382. S EINEIREIE] Ialo
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call NMEBIEEIE ERIE] MEIEIR
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844- |: 706 :E| O|LI2|OMO LIO|H|d|V][I|d][3]8
5339173 today! SSTATESAIE o[ 1]a[n[o[mllL{v]3[a]L
din[en|vn]L s EIEIEIEIEIE
Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text JH[I[SIMS||N N|¥|AH 3|0|v
and Data ForJust $25/mol The Power  Estate Sale - 115 South 3rd, SEEINNA  EEIN I E SR
035G Networks, One Low Pricel Gall ~ Creswell. Fumiture, houseware, CEIEINNE BHEINE MEINE  EEIREIE
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every collectible, Alaskana, 1000+ 30 TODIHI0] NN P AV IS LIS
Year On Us! 844-955-3417. books, shop, garden, camping, R DT b e
travel, shelving, generator, more. AIERAAEIL S1O|1 LS| M0 A
Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 9.4 8/28 29 30 SIMNENSIE] LSIEID I NEL 1
1 OIE0 £, Li|d]lL]o[o]id]d|vl3 Alv[9|N]I]|AlH
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 YNy 1 1a Alvla SERRCIEIGE 3
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time sl S-E Tlalvlal | lw NEEN .
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! CSIREBEHECEEN OENEERENEE st e s o
1-866-373-9175. v[1]1 J_J_\?'IVEICI [ div|[3|dl<d|v[s]|v¥
Nv[wslYyolllImoHII[1]a] I3 w|v|L GMC  Chervolet ¢ Chevy Trucke
Sdomsuty SALES & SERVICE
PIOMSSO1D) J;;dns 2775 Row River Rd ® 541-942-4415

able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to

cation and Appeals: All documents and
evidence submitted by or for the applicant,
appellants, and the criteria and standards
applicable to the two appeals are available
forinspection at the Community Develop-

Court or from the Personal Representative
orfrom the Personal Representative's
attorneys, Luvaas Cobb, PC. DATED and first
published: August 19, 2026./s/ Penelope
C. Scott Personal Representative 08/19/26,
08/26/26,09/02/26
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ABATEMENT

EATING 8 A/C

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:

« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold

Free Estimates

SERVICES

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC,

SUSAN BENNETT

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial s LONG TERM CARE

541-942-8577 541-942-3191

ALPINE | | oo oo rososcrion o

Heating & Air Conditioning Over 30 Years Experience OREGON|

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Real Estate Broker

541-743-1331

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE

Oregon Life Homes

Residential & Commercial
« Asbestos « LEAD - Mold 603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Serving the
@
Abatement & Inspections

Willamette Valley
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

for over 30 Years.
AUTOMOTIVE

CCB#193586.

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

FOUNTAIN (HUTTERS uc

Quality Service & Installation * Repairs
Seamless 5" K-Style « Pre-painted Steel * Colors
Free Estimates * Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515

Licensed * Bonded * Insured « CCB# 169540

noRTHWEsy" '}l_’ )
Family owned and operated for over 40 years!
Licensed ~-Bonded -Insured « ccb #107081

Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WW W.nolnorthwest.com

Realty

REAL ESTATE « PROPERTY MGMT

WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COM
Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

= @

== MLS




COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL ¢ WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2026

VOTE NOW!

NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE SOUTH
LANE COUNTY BUSINESSES

AUTOMOTIVE

ATV STORE

ATV RENTAL

AUTO DETAIL

AUTO PARTS /ACCESSORIES ===
AUTO REPAIR

CARWASH

OIL CHANGE

RV REPAIR

TIRE SERVICE

COMMUNITY
EARLY CHILDLEARNING
NON-PROFITORGANIZATION
PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
PLACE TO WORK
PLACE TO WORSHIP
SENIORLIVINGCOMMUNITY
SERVICE CLUB

SUPPORT GROUP
YOUTH ORGANIZATION

BAR

BARTENDER
BLOODY MARY
COCKTAIL
COFFEE

CRAFT BREW
HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITA
SMOOTHIE

TEA

WINE SELECTION

ENTERTAINMENT
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
GOLF COURSE

AUG. 4 TO
SEPT. 7

Go online today: www.cgsentinel.com/ballot to vote!
MUST VOTE IN MINIMUM OF 15 CATEGORIES

The top two nominations will be named first and second place in
each category. The most votes determine placement.

Only one ballot per reader. Duplicate ballots will not be counted.
Ballots from Cottage Grove newspaper only, photo copies will not be accepted.

HOUSE CLEANING
HVAC / HEAT & AIR
INTERNET SERVICE
LANDSCAPING
PAINTING

PEST CONTROL
PLUMBING
ROOFING
SELF-STORAGE
WINDOWS

PET
PET BOARDING
PET GROOMER
PET SUPPLIES
PET TRAINER
VETERINARIAN (LOCAL)
VETERINARIAN OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ACCOUNTANT

ATTORNEY

BANK

BANKTELLER

COMPUTERHELP/REPAIR ===
FINANCIAL PLANNER

INSURANCE OFFICE

INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL
MORTGAGE LENDING

PHOTOGRAPHER

PROPERTY MANAGER

REAL ESTATE AGENT

REAL ESTATE OFFICE

SHIPPING SERVICES

TITLE COMPANY

SHOP LOCAL

INDOORENTERTAINMENT _ ANTIQUES
MUSICIAN /D) APPLIANCES
MUSEUM ART GALLERY
PARK ART SUPPLIES
PERFORMANCEVENVE  BOOKS
PERFORMING ARTSGROUP  BOUTIQUE
CLOTHING
FURNITURE
APPETIZER/SMALLPLATE ~ GARDENNURSERY
ASIAN CUISINE GIFTS
BREAKFAST HOME DECOR
BURGER HOME IMPROVEMENT
BURRITO JEWELRY
CHOWDER KIDS CLOTHING
DESSERT MATTRESS
FOOD TRUCK THRIFT STORE
oazn
RESTAURANT ACUPUNCTURE
RESTAURANT SERVICE BARBERSHOP
SALAD DAY SPA
SALSA DENTAL OFFICE
SANDWICHES DENTIST
SEAFOOD ESTHETICIAN
STEAK EYE CARE
SUSHI HAIR SALON
TACO HAIR STYLIST

VEGETARIAN /VEGAN

HOME SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING

HEARING SPECIALIST

MANICURE /PEDICURIST =
MASSAGE

MEDICAL FACILITY

CONTRACTOR MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL
ELECTRICIAN NAIL SALON

ESTATE LIQUIDATOR PERSONAL TRAINER
FLOORING PHARMACY

HANDYMAN TANNING SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT TATTOO PARLOR
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