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Your new home is waiting for you... just listed. This beautiful spacious
home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, has entertaining, homeschooling, 

or working from home space. Schedule a private showing today!

2110 Buttercup Loop, 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2,080 SF • $440,000

Arlene Pearson
Mobile: (503) 440-3689

Real Estate Broker, licensed in Oregon

Sports
CGHS Football Incredible 
Turnaround

See page 8
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Life in Cottage Grove

See page 4

City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.

See LEGACY, Page 6 See HEALTH, Page 6
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FOLLOW DEVELOPING 
NEWS@ cgsentinel.com
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State of the City highlights a year of ‘Quiet, Steady Progress’
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Local man goes back in telephone time

Telephones been his love and passion since 
early childhood.

Cameron Reiten has been collecting old 
telephones since he was a teenager.

“I have built up a pretty good collection. I 
had Western Electric 500, those were the clas-
sic 60s and 70s rotary phones, he said. “I got 
a number of them fixed up. I’ve always been 

interested and enjoyed working on and learn-
ing how anything electronic functions and fix-
ing anything like that that is broken.”

Reiten briefly stopped his collection in his 
twenties and then got back into it when he 
discovered a store in Newport, called the Old 
Telephone Company.

“it was operated by a fellow like me who 
had a fascination about old telephones,” 
Reiten said. “He actually had set up this won-
derful shop, and I was like a kid in a candy 

store. He had a lot of the old ones that went 
back to the 1880s. the styles that I had heard 
about or read about but certainly never had 
a chance to see and experience up close. I 
encountered a kindred spirit at that store.”

Over the last eight years, Reiten said he’s 
built up a collection with many different 
phones. 

“Like the candle stick and a bunch of the 
old-style dial phones, the crank-box styles,” 
he said. “I think I have right around 100

right now and that collection includes s small 
switchboard. That was actually from a local 
business here in town that Flying Monkeys 
acquired some time ago and I managed to 
get that as well. It was originally used at a 
Eugene hospital. Sadly, it will take a lot of 
work to get that switchboard functioning 
again.”

Several of the collected phones and the 
switchboard are on display in the front of 

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel
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SLSD confronts budget shortfall ~ Reports progress on key district goals

South Lane School District leaders spent their 
January meeting confronting financial pressures, 
reviewing midyear progress on district goals, and out-
lining longterm plans to stabilize operations. Budget 
corrections, instructional improvements, and technology 
needs dominated the discussion as the district worked 
to protect classrooms while navigating declining enroll-
ment and rising costs.

2025–26 BUDGET UPDATE
Superintendent Todd Miller noted that a midyear 

budget reconciliation showed the district was headed 
toward a negative ending fund balance, driven by a 
sharply reduced carryover, higherthanexpected charter 
school passthrough costs, and rising special education 
expenses. Declining enrollment and charter school 
obligations are approximately $955,000 higher than 
budgeted. The district costs for funding its two charter 
schools is $5-million based on their enrollments.

District leaders outlined a stabilization plan focused 
on correcting overbudget grants, finishing the year with 
a positive ending fund balance, and reducing General ������	� ­��� ������
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“Balance isn’t always easy. 
Progress takes patience. It 
takes compromise. It takes 
the willingness to listen, 
What I’ve seen this year 
is a community willing to 
do the work, not just talk 

about it.”
Candace Solesbee, Cottage 

Grove Mayor

Cottage Grove Mayor Candace 
Solesbee’s State of the City address 
describes 2025 as a year defined 
less by headlines and more by 

“steady, quiet progress” achieved 
through collaboration, planning, 
and followthrough on longpromised 
projects.

Solesbee said last year’s commit-
ments to growth and revitalization 
have now materialized into visible 
improvements across the city. 

“Those were not just ideas. They 
were project promises that are now 
realities,” she told the audience dur-
ing the Jan. 12 Cottage Grove City 
Council meeting.

Major Investments in Public 
Spaces

Solesbee highlighted several proj-
ects completed or advanced in 2024, 
beginning with the Bohemia Park 
splash pad and entry plaza, funded 
by a $1.7 million federal Economic 

Development Administration (EDA) 
grant. 

“The new amenities, she said, 
have already become gathering 
places for families and a reminder 
of “why public spaces are so 
important.”

Bohemia Park also saw the 
installation of its first mural, “The 
Goose,” depicting the beloved steam 
locomotive No. 19. Between 1971-
1988 it pulled an excursion train 
along the north side of Dorena Lake 
through the Row River Valley. The 
colorful mural, designed by local 
artist Heather Endicott, was cre-
ated on the wall of the bathroom 
building next to the splash pad. 
Volunteers on the city’s mural com-
mittee raised private donations for 
the project. Solesbee said the mural 

reflects the community’s ability to 
rally around shared goals.

That same spirit, Solesbee noted, 
is driving the upcoming WallDogs 

mural festival, which will bring 
artists from around the world to 
Cottage Grove in the summer of 
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The police blotter 

relates to the public record 
of incidents as reported by 
law enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE POLICE 

JANUARY 5  
• 01:50: Nuisance, 200 

block N. 12th St.
• 07:49: Trespass, 1000 

block Hwy 99
• 08:05: Motor vehicle theft, 

1700 block S. 6th St.
• 09:22: Abandoned vehicle, 

700 block Lincoln Ave.
• 11:33: Hit and run, 900 

block Row River Rd.
• 14:25: Fraud, 2100 block 

Ash Ave.
• 14:47: Theft, 1200 block 

S. 8th St.
• 15:22: Hit and run, 2200 

block E. Whiteaker Ave.
• 16:45: Welfare check, 

1300 block E. Jefferson 
Ave.

• 16:48: Disorderly subject, 
1500 block E. Main St.

• 20:06: Disturbance, 600 
block S. 7th St.

JANUARY 6
• 00:19: Nuisance, 100 

block S. 11th St.
• 00:41: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
• 01:04: Nuisance, 100 

block S. 11th St.
• 05:20: Reckless driving, 

33000 block Row River 
Rd.

• 05:28: Agency assist, Row 
River Rd/Sears Rd.

• 06:36: Suspicious vehicle, 
Row River Rd/Palmer 
Ave.

• 08:37: Abandoned vehicle, 
Harvey/19th

• 09:39: Unlawful entry into 
a motor vehicle, 800 block 
Benjamin Ave.

• 10:22: Repo, 100 block 
North O St.

• 10:57: Fire, 78000 block 
Row River Rd.

• 11:27: Illegal camping, 
Taylor/Gateway

• 11:43: Disturbance, 78000 
block Cedar Park Rd.

• 13:39: Agency assist, 1100 
block W. Main St.

• 13:57: Disturbance, 800 
block S. 6th St.

• 16:10: Animal info, 1400 
block S. 4th St.

• 17:33: Theft, M/Dogwood
• 18:50: Suspicious condi-

tion, 150 block E. Main St.
• 20:41: Suspicious condi-

tion, 30000 block CG 
Lorane Hwy

JANUARY 7
• 02:51: Trespass, 1300 

block E. Main St.
• 08:51: Warrant service, 

River Rd/Main
• 09:28: Warrant service, 400 

block E. Main St.
• 10:26: Mental subject, 100 

block N. 14th St.

• 11:24: Agency assist, 100 
block Blair Ct.

• 13:39: Disturbance, 900 
block S. 6th St.

• 14:00: Disturbance, 900 
block S. 6th St.

• 14:00: Disturbance, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

• 14:06: Fraud, 1500 block 
Edison Ave.

• 17:03: Motor vehicle crash, 
Main/99

• 23:16: Suspicious subject, 
1700 block E. Main St.

• 23:59: Warrant service, 
Main/ River Rd. 

JANUARY 8
• 04:23: Trespass, 700 block 

E. Main St.
• 06:16: Disturbance, 75000 

block Wicks Rd.
• 06:35: Trespass, 900 block 

E. Main St.
• 06:51: Agency assist, 100 

block Blair Ct.
• 07:47: Agency assist, 1700 

block E. Washington Ave.
• 08:27: Repo, 1800 block 

E. Main St.
• 09:08: Illegal camping, 

1500 block Hwy 99
• 10:23: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 10:32: Repo, 600 block 

Birch Ave.
• 10:48: Disorderly subject, 

1500 block Village Dr.
• 11:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 12:30: Abandoned vehicle, 

Whiteaker/22nd
• 15:54: Criminal mischief 

Elm Ave.
• 16:30: Welfare check, 900 

block E. Gibbs Ave.
• 16:41: Unlawful entry 

into a motor vehicle, 2000 
block S. 8th St.

• 23:04: Agency assist, 700 
block Row River Rd.

JANUARY 9
• 00:30: Assault, 2400 block 

S. 8th St.
• 07:00: Motor vehicle 

crash, 6th/Main
• 12:07: Disturbance, 100 

block S. 3rd St.
• 13:32: Agency assist, 200 

block S. 6th St.
• 16:33: Motor vehicle 

crash, 16th/Gateway
• 17:26: Criminal mischief, 

600 block N. 9th St.
• 19:27: Disorderly subject, 

100 block N. 6th St.
• 20:42: Mental subject, 

1000 block Hwy 99

JANUARY 10
• 00:22: Trespass, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
• 08:03: Warrant service, 

200 block N. 12th St.
• 10:06: Warrant service, M/

Birch
• 14:14: Agency assist, 400 

block Taylor Ave.
• 14:21: Vicious dog, 1100 

block E. Main St.
• 15:14: Suicidal subject, 

200 block Gateway Blvd.
• 15:48: Warrant service, 

2700 block Row River Rd.
• 16:13: Missing person, 

100 block N. 6th St.
• 17:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 19:04: Nuisance, 2300 

block Washington Pl.
• 19:38: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 21:22: Dog at large, 100 

block North M St.

JANUARY 11
• 10:15: Missing person, 

500 block Grant Ave.
• 10:33: Abandoned vehicle, 

Harvey/19th
• 10:37: Dog at large, 800 

block Row River Rd.
• 14:00: Theft, 700 block 

Hwy 99
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Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689
*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov’t fees.  

 Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with 
transfers available for most major gateways.
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Linda Louise Russell passed away on 
November 26, 2025, at the age of 77, in 
Creswell, Oregon. Born on September 3, 
1948, in Vernon, Missouri to parents William 
and Ona (Moore) Gilmore.

After completing her high school education, 
Linda embarked on a career working part-time 
in retail at various locations in Lane County, 
where her sociable nature found a home. She 
worked with numerous people throughout 
her career and fostered relationships that 
went far beyond mere transactions. Her 
work allowed her to meet a diverse array 
of individuals, laying the groundwork for 
friendships that she treasured.

Beyond her professional endeavors, Linda 
was a woman of many interests. She had an 
insatiable love for literature, often found 
with a book in hand. Day trips to the coast 
were one of her favorite things to do. Linda’s 

happiest moments were those spent with 
her beloved husband, Marvin “Bud” Russell. 
They married on December 5, 1981 in Reno, 
Nevada and spent 28 years together until his 
passing in 2010.

Linda also had a penchant for the simple 
joys in life, such as bingo nights with her 
sister and friends. These gatherings were not 
just about the game but the community and 
companionship. 

Linda is survived by her nieces Kimberly 
Kester, Kristy Work and nephew Kevin Kester. 
She is preceded in death by her husband 
“Bud” and her only sister Carla S. Kester who 
passed in 2024. Her life was a testament to 
fostering connections and a life well-lived.

There will be no services at this time. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium.

Linda Louise Russell
September 3, 1948 - November 26, 2025
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CGPD Weekly Update
The FOLLOWING IS 
INFORMATION FROM 
THE COTTAGE GROVE 
POLICE DEPART-
MENT’S FACEBOOK.

-Officers assisted South 
Lane Fire and Rescue on a 
medical call at Middlefield 
Oaks Memory Care. When 
the officers arrived at the 
facility, the male fled the 
facility through a courtyard 
gate, breaking the lock, but 
officers were able to catch up 
to him quickly. 

Officers assisted medics 
in placing him into a wheel-
chair allowing medics and 
officers to walk him to the 
hospital emergency room for 
evaluation.

- Officers assisted Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(LCSO) with a suspect 

contact. LCSO had prob-
able cause for Assault IV 
(APA) as well as our agency 
had probable cause for 
Harassment. The suspect was 
contacted and subsequently 
arrested on both charges 
without incident.

- Multiple accidents were 
reported, with minor injuries, 
due to icy roads.

- Officers located a male 
subject, who provided a 
false name initially, but later 
determined the subject had a 
confirmed and valid felony 
warrant out of Fort Collins, 
Colorado for Unauthorized 
Use of a Vehicle (UUV). 
With the use of photographs 
from Josephine County 
Sheriff’s Office, includ-
ing identifying tattoos, the 

officers were able to deter-
mine the man’s identity. 

He was arrested and 
lodged at Lane County Jail 
for Fugitive of Justice (ORS 
133.747) and Providing 
False Information to a Police 
Officer (ORS 162.385).

- A routine traffic stop was 
performed due to the female 
driver coming to an abrupt 
stop with her vehicle com-
pletely past the stop bar and 
partially obstructing traffic. 
When the officer made con-
tact, the driver stated she did 
not have a driver’s license, 
registration, or proof of insur-
ance on her. Dispatch advised 
that the driver’s Oregon and 
California driver’s licenses 
were suspended. 

Additionally, the officers 
observed signs of impairment 
and conducted an investiga-
tion for DUII. The driver 
was transported to the police 
department for process-
ing, where she was issued 
a citation in lieu of custody 
for DUII Intoxicants (ORS 
813.010), Driving While 
Suspended Misdemeanor 
(ORS 811.182), Failure to 
Obey Traffic Control Device 
(ORS 811.265), Driving 
Uninsured (ORS 806.010), 
and Failure to Renew 
Registration (ORS 803.455).

- During a foot patrol of 
Silk Creek Park, officers 
contacted a male subject who 
advised the officers of the 
location of a suspect who had 
an active Lane County Parole 

and Probation Violation 
Warrant. 

The officers responded to 
the location under the bridge 
and found a tent with trash 
scattered around the sur-
rounding area. The subject 
was contacted and advised he 
was under arrest for his war-
rant. The male subject was 
taken into custody and trans-
ported to the Lane County 
Jail to be lodged.

- Officers responded to the 
area of East Main Street and 
North River Road for reports 
of an illegal camp underneath 
the bridge. When the offi-
cers arrived they found two 
people in the illegal camp. 

The male subject was 
contacted and dispatch 
advised officers he had two 

valid arrest warrants for 
Probation Violation out of the 
Lane County and a warrant 
for Failure to Appear on a 
DUII charge out of Douglas 
County. The male subject 
was transported to the Lane 
County Jail to be lodged on 
his listed warrants.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.
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JANUARY 21
• Oregon Aviation Museum 

Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way. 
Donations accepted.

• Cottage Grove Public 
Library Hours Today. 11 
a.m. – 7 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Coast Fork Kiwanis Club. 
Noon. Sol Azteca Mexican 
Restaurant, 3015 Row 
River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Cen-
ter. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Open Bowling. 3-5:30 
p.m. Cottage Bowl. 740 
Row River Road.  Info: 
541-767-2695 or  www.
thecottagebowl.com

• Rotary Club. Social at 5 
p.m. and Meeting at 5:30 
p.m. El Tapatio Restaurant. 
725 E. Gibbs Ave.

•  Elks Bingo. 5 p.m. Elks 
Lodge. 775 N. River Rd. 
Doors and lounge open at 
5 p.m. Early Bird Bingo 
begins at 6:30 p.m.

• Regular games begin at 7 
p.m. Food and beverages 
available for purchase.

•  Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St.

•  AWANA. 6:30-8 p.m. 
Cottage Grove Bible 
Church. 1200 E. Quincy 
Ave. A midweek disciple-
ship ministry for youth 
from Age 3 thru 8th grade 
that meets during the 
school year.

• Axe and Fiddle Game 
Night w/Ayla. 6:30 – 10 

p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 657 
E. Main St. (Free)

JANUARY 22
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today.10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way 
Donations accepted.

• Pilates/Yoga Class. 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Row 
River Grange, 34360 Row 
River Rd. Build strength, 
improve flexibility and 
balance in warm & 
welcoming class taught 
by Courtney. To register 
before the first class: 
alignyourlifecoach@
gmail.com  Fee: Five class 
passes $60 

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
Cottage Grove Library. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. Birth 
to 2 yrs.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
MuseumOpen. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. Across 
from Bohemia Park.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Recep-
tion Hall. 700 E. Gibbs 
Avenue. Tables, paddles, 
and balls provided.

• Book Club. 4:30 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Public Library. 
700 E. Gibbs St. Call 
541-942-3828 for featured 
book.

• Celebrate Recovery. Soup 
dinner 5:15 p.m. Meeting 
6 p.m. Calvary Chapel. 
1447 Hwy 99N. CR is a 
Christian-based recovery 
program for any hurt, 

habit, or hang up that is 
based on 8 Principles & 12 
Steps for more information 
call 541-554-8135.

• Bradly Shepherd & 
Friends (Americana) 5:30-
8 p.m. Coast Fork Brew-
ery. 106 South 6th St.

• Pilates/Yoga Class, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Row 
River Grange. 34360 Row 
River Rd. Build strength, 
improve flexibility and 
balance in warm and 
welcoming class taught 
by Courtney. To register 
before the first class: 
alignyourlifecoach@
gmail.com  Fee: Five class 
passes $60

• Spencer Kilpatrick & The 
Sand Gators (R&B/Ameri-
cana). 7:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Axe and Fiddle. 657 E. 
Main St. Cover $10.

• Karaoke Night. 9 p.m. 
to Midnight. Bohemian 
Tavern. 48 N. 9th St.

JANUARY 23
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today.10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way. 
Donations accepted.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
MuseumOpen. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. Across 
from Bohemia Park.

• Elks Club Commu-
nity Dinner. 5-6:30 p.m. 
775 N. River Rd.Info: 
541.942.3554. Menu: 
Fourth Friday Fish Fry  a la 
carte menu prices vary.

• American Legion Post 32 
Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 W. 
Main St. Cards: 50-cents. 
Payout is 75% per game. 
Proceeds support veterans 
in our community.

• Sycho Billy (String Band, 
Bluegrass). 6-9 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery. 106 S. 6th 
St.

• Friday Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 
Saginaw Vineyard. 80247 
Delight Valley School 
Rd. Call 541.942.1364 for 
performer info.

• Mule On Fire. (Bluesy 
Americana),6-9 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St. 

JANUARY 24
• Share Fair USA  9 a.m. 

1133 E. Main St. (cov-
ered parking area next to 
Urban Kitchen) Reserve a 
space and share from your 
abundance with neighbors 
who are in need. Load up 
your unwanted items to 
give away for free (no bar-
tering). Details about the 
weekly event is on Share 

Fair USA Facebook page 
or send email to eventsby-
ananda@gmail.com

• Cottage Grove Public 
Library Hours Today. 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Storytime (all ages wel-
come). 11:30 a.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Library, 700 
E. Gibbs Ave.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
MuseumOpen. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. Across 
from Bohemia Park.

• Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H St.

• AlAnon Meeting. 7 p.m. 
Sinclair Room. Cottage 
Grove City Hall. 400 
East Main St.  A 12-step 
group for family members 
and friends of alcoholics/
addicts offering mutual 
support and a design for 
living in spite of what the 
alcoholic may or may not 
do.  For more information 
call Saunders at 541-255-
7648.

• Crunk Witch presents 
HXNCLB (electronic pop 
artist from Presque Isle, 
Maine). 7:30–9:30 p.m. 
Axe & Fiddle. 657 E. 
Main St. Free.

JANUARY 25
• Cottage Grove Museum 

Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H St.

• VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473.3160 Hill-
side Dr. Cards: 50-cents. 
Free coffee & popcorn. 
Payout is 75% per game. 
Proceeds supports veterans 
in our community.

• Coast Fork Brewery 
Robert Burns Birthday 
Celebration. (Music, Food 
in Honor of Robert Burns). 
3-6 p.m. 106 S. 6th St.

JANUARY 26
• CG Public Library Hours 

Today.  10 a.m.—6 p.m. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. For 
information call: 541-942-
3828.

• CG Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Community 
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.  
Senior center members 
only.

• Gardeners Meeting. 5:30-7 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St.

JANUARY 27
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today. 10 
a.m.—6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Ukulele Club (for adults). 
9 a.m. Cottage Grove 
Public Library, 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

• Coast Fork Willamette 
Watershed Council’s 
Science on Tap,  5–7 p.m. 
Axe and Fiddle. 657 E. 
Main St. Topic: “The bi-
zarre and interesting Lam-
prey” presented by ODFW 
Fish Biologists Jeff Ziller 
and Jeremy Romer. Free; 
donations accepted.

• Bilingual Story Time. 5 
p.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Dementia Support Group. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Magnolia 
Gardens Senior Living. 
1425 Daugherty Ave. 
Provides assistance to 
navigate through the de-
mentia process with your 
loved one and connect you 
with other caregivers and 
spouses supporting their 
loved ones.

• Folk Element Trio (jazz/
folk). 8 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. 657 E. Main St. 
Free.

• Trivia, Chess and Games 
with Gerald. 6-8 p.m. Up 

to 7 trivia players on a 
team. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St.

• Royal Rangers, 6:30-8pm, 
Living Faith Assem-
bly, 467 S. 10th Ave. A 
scouting-style Bible-based 
youth development pro-
gram for K-12 students. 

JANUARY 28
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today.11 
a.m. –7 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828

• Cottage Grove Lions Club. 
Noon. Axe & Fiddle, 657 
E. Main St.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Cen-
ter. 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 

• Craft Tutor. 2:30 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Public Library. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.  Make a 
fun craft to take home.

• Open Bowling. 3-5:30 
p.m. Cottage Bowl. 740 
Row River Road.  Info: 
541-767-2695 or  www.
thecottagebowl.com

• Elks Bingo. 5 p.m. Elks 
Lodge. 775 N. River Rd. 
Doors and lounge open at 
5 p.m. Early Bird Bingo 
begins at 6:30 p.m.

• Regular games begin at 7 
p.m.  Food and beverages 
available for purchase.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St.

• AWANA. 6:30-8 p.m. Cot-
tage Grove Bible Church. 
1200 E. Quincy Ave. A 
midweek discipleship min-
istry for youth from Age 3 
thru 8th grade that meets 
during the school year.

• Axe and Fiddle Game 
Night w/Ayla. 6:30 – 10 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 657 
E. Main St. (Free)
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Workshop to help older adults living with chronic conditions  
Living with a chronic 

condition can be challeng-
ing, especially as people age. 
But learning some practical 

skills can help older adults 
better navigate life’s “ups and 
downs.”

Senior & Disability 
Services (S&DS) will work 
to help seniors embrace their 
age and increase their health 

knowledge at a free work-
shop the agency is returning 
to Cottage Grove starting this 
month, as part of its Living 

Well Self-Management 
Programs.

The next “Living Well with 
Chronic Conditions” work-
shop will take place for six 
weeks on Thursdays, starting 
on January 22, from 1-3:30
p.m. at the Cottage Grove 
Community Center, located 
at 700 East Gibbs Avenue in 
Cottage Grove.

Adults age 60 and over 
who are living with a chronic 
condition are encouraged to 
sign up for “Living Well with 
Chronic Conditions” to learn 
how to manage stress and set 
goals in a supportive group 
setting.

Participants will learn 
methods to help themselves 
live well while experiencing 
conditions such as arthritis, 
high blood pressure, depres-
sion, COPD, and even can-
cer. Some of those lessons 
include learning relaxation 
and other strategies to deal 
with pain, fatigue, and frus-
tration. The workshop was 
developed by the Stanford 
University Chronic Disease 
Self-Management Program.

Dallas Abraham, 
the Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion 

Coordinator at S&DS, is the 
workshop leader in Lane 
County. She helps partici-
pants discover how healthy 
eating can improve their con-
dition. She also helps them 
explore how to talk with their 
doctor and family about their 
health. At the workshop in 
Cottage Grove, she will be 
joined by two other class 
leaders who are being trained 
to lead more workshops like 
this.

The workshop, which has 
been held throughout Lane 
County for the past decade, 
has helped many older adults 
receive support from people 
like them who are living with 
various ongoing health chal-
lenges. S&DS is proud to 
announce that this will be the 
first time it has been able to 
host this Living Well work-
shop in Cottage Grove since 
2019.

There is no cost to attend 
the workshop. Spaces are still 
available, but pre-registration 
is required. Sign-ups will be 
taken a week into the class.

For more information and 
to sign up, call 541-768-6811
or email LivingWell@lcog-or.
gov.
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.
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JANUARY 29
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today.10 
a.m. – 6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way 
Donations accepted.

• Pilates/Yoga Class. 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Row 
River Grange, 34360 Row 
River Rd. Build strength, 
improve flexibility and 
balance in warm and 
welcoming class taught 
by Courtney. To register 
before the first class: 
alignyourlifecoach@
gmail.com  Fee: Five class 

passes $60
• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 

Cottage Grove Library. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. Birth 
to 2 yrs.

• Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Luncheon. Noon–
1:30pm. Elks Lodge. 755 
N. River Rd. Program: 
Outgoing President 
Cameron Reiten highlights 
of 2025 Chamber events. 
Mayor Candace Soles-
bee installs new board 
members. Introduction of 
Chamber Health Plan. Fee: 
$25/person.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
MuseumOpen. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. Across 
from Bohemia Park.

• Community Center Table 

Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Recep-
tion Hall. 700 E. Gibbs 
Avenue. Tables, paddles, 
and balls provided.

• Celebrate Recovery. Soup 
dinner 5:15 p.m. Meeting 
6 p.m. Calvary Chapel. 
1447 Hwy 99N. CR is a 
Christian-based recovery 
program for any hurt, 
habit, or hang up that is 
based on 8 Principles & 12 
Steps for more informa-
tion call 541-554-8135.

• Pilates/Yoga Class, 
5:30-6:30 p.m. Row 
River Grange. 34360 Row 
River Rd. Build strength, 
improve flexibility and 
balance in warm and 
welcoming class taught 
by Courtney. To register 
before the first class: 
alignyourlifecoach@
gmail.com  Fee: Five class 
passes $60

JANUARY 30
• CG Public Library 

Hours Today.10 a.m .–6 
p.m. 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
For information call: 
541-942-3828

• American Legion Post 
32 Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 
W. Main St. Cards: 
50-cents. Payout is 75% 
per game. Proceeds 
support veterans in our 
community.

• Last Friday Art Walk. 
6-8 p.m. Historic Down-
town District

• The Huckleberrys. 
(Americana) 6-9 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery. 
106 S. 6th St.

• Leo Moon (Indie Folk). 
8 p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 
657 E. Main St.  $10.8 
p.m. $10 Cover.

• Rachel Cunningham, 
Jeanne Hinojosa, Glenda 
Wiffl er and Dalin blown 
glass will be showing at 
Blackstone Realty offi ce 
(old bank bldg. located 
at 609 E. Main from Jan 
30 – Feb. 25. It will be 
open Monday through 
Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For further information 
contact Glenda Wiffl er 
at 458 275 9119.

JANUARY 31
• Share Fair USA  9 a.m. 

1133 E. Main St. (cov-
ered parking area next to 
Urban Kitchen) Reserve a 
space and share from your 
abundance with neighbors 
who are in need. Load up 
your unwanted items to 
give away for free (no bar-
tering). Details about the 
weekly event is on Share 
Fair USA Facebook page 
or send email to eventsby-
ananda@gmail.com

• Cottage Grove Public 
Library Hours Today. 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Storytime (all ages wel-
come). 11:30 a.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Library, 700 
E. Gibbs Ave.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
MuseumOpen. 1-4 p.m. 
308 South 10th St. Across 
from Bohemia Park.

• Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H Street

• AlAnon Meeting. 7 p.m. 
Sinclair Room. Cottage 
Grove City Hall. 400 
East Main St.  A 12-step 
group for family members 
and friends of alcoholics/
addicts offering mutual 
support and a design for 
living in spite of what the 
alcoholic may or may not 
do.  For more information 
call Saunders at 541-255-
7648.

• Matt Martin and the 45’s 

(Country) 7:30 – 9:30 
p.m.  Axe and Fiddle. 657 
E. Main St.  $10.8 p.m. $5 
Cover

FEBRUARY 1
• Cottage Grove Museum 

Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H St. 

• VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473.3160 Hill-
side Dr. Cards: 50-cents. 
Free coffee & popcorn. 
Payout is 75% per game. 
Proceeds supports veterans 
in our community.

FEBRUARY 2
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today. 10 
a.m.—6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• CG Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Community 
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.  
Senior center members 
only.

FEBRUARY 3
• Cottage Grove Public 

Library Hours Today. 10 
a.m.—6 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. For information call: 
541-942-3828.

• Bilingual Story Time. 5 
p.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Trivia, Chess and Games 
with Gerald. 6-8 p.m. Up 
to 7 trivia players on a 
team. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St.*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 

promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 3/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
fi nancing for 12 Months**

PLUS
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MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Trump’s tax law to cost Oregon $114 million in SNAP investments

The Oregon Department of Human Services 
says it needs $114.6 million from the state’s 
general fund to fill gaps in its 2025-27 budget 
because of cuts and other changes to federal 
food assistance. 

The long-awaited funding request comes 
after Oregon lawmakers in 2025 set a two-year 
budget days before President Donald Trump 
signed a major tax and spending law in July 
that drastically changed the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, by 
adding work requirements, limiting benefits for 
noncitizens, creating more eligibility checks for 
people enrolled in the program and increasing 
the administrative cost burden for states. 

The timing left lawmakers scrambling to 
respond to unforeseen budget changes affecting 
the one in six Oregonians who rely on SNAP. 

The department’s funding request has sup-
port from Gov. Tina Kotek, who on Tuesday 
reflected on the results of her 60-day food 
emergency during the government shutdown 
that left thousands of Oregonians without 
access to their SNAP benefits. She directed $5
million to Oregon’s statewide food bank net-
work and $1 million to the nine federally rec-
ognized tribes in Oregon. The state received 
a $6 million match from Oregon Disaster 
Funders Network. 

“We acted quickly to help get emergency 
food to families, restore SNAP benefits as 
soon as the courts allowed, and support the 
community organizations that step up every 
day to feed people,” Kotek said in a state-
ment. “That leadership saved lives — and it 
sets the standard for how Oregon will con-
tinue to respond.”

Despite the state’s quick response to the 
disruption of benefits, Oregonians are already 
seeing the impacts of the new federal law. 

“We have households who saw reduced 
benefits because of changes in utility cost 
calculations, legal asylees and certain refugee 
populations lost SNAP eligibility entirely 
and work requirements expanded from 

six counties to all 36 counties across the 
state — increasing verification compliance 
demands on both clients and the state,” said 
Nate Singer, the agency’s eligibility program 
director. 

Singer, alongside other Oregon Department 
of Human Services staff, gave lawmakers a 
breakdown of what federal SNAP changes 
may cost Oregon ahead of the 2026 legislative 
short session. 

Agency says work requirements will 
increase staff demand

The agency is requesting $13.8 million to 
address the work requirement changes under 
the law. 

The federal law tightens restrictions on 
who qualifies for exemptions from the SNAP 
work requirements. For example, it removed 
exemptions for former foster youth, unhoused 
individuals and veterans and adults ages 50 to 
65. It also narrowed benefits for noncitizens.

The requested amount would support IT 
system upgrades, outreach and staff resources 
to manage an increased workload for staff 
who process applications and determine 
household benefit levels. 

Oregon now has to split SNAP benefit costs 
with feds

The agency is requesting $39 million for 
the 2025-27 budget cycle to invest in improv-
ing the state’s SNAP payment error rate. 

SNAP benefits previously were 100% fed-
erally funded, but the new law requires any 
state with a SNAP payment error rate above 
6% to pay between 5% and 15% of benefit 
costs beginning October 2027. Oregon’s error 
rate in 2024 was 14%, and it’s mostly because 
of people not reporting their incomes on time 
and receiving either too much or too little in 
benefits, Singer said.

The agency has consulted with states with 
low error rates and experts to make a plan to 
lower its own and minimize its financial lia-
bility, Oregon Department of Human Services 
Deputy Director Dana Hittle told lawmakers. 

“The resulting plan focuses on the opera-
tional basics, such as call center performance 

management of teams, improving training for 
staff and communications to clients, as well 
as integration of artificial intelligence and 
other technology solutions to streamline and 
improve processes,” Hittle said. 

It would need an estimated $450 million 
in the 2027-29 budget if the state’s error rate 
doesn’t improve. 

Administrative cost sharing
The agency is requesting $54 million to 

cover the increase in SNAP administrative 
costs the state must pay from 50% to 75% 
beginning October 2026. This amount is 
meant to cover the change in the 2025-27
budget cycle. 

The agency is requesting $142 million for 
the 2027-29 budget cycle. 

“This means a significant increase in gen-
eral fund obligations just to maintain core 
operations for us,” Singer said. “These are 
your eligibility, workers that process and do 
hearings, call centers, customer supports, our 
vendor contracts, system maintenance — all 
these areas shift the cost from the federal gov-
ernment to the states significantly 

Investing in SNAP card security

To address increasing reports in electronic 
benefit transfer SNAP cards, the state will 
seek $7.1 million from the general fund to 
support transitioning SNAP cards to chip-
enabled cards to strengthen security against 
skimming and fraud. 

There’s been more than 10,600 instances of 
validated theft of benefits worth $4.1 million 
since 2023, according to the agency.

“At its core, this budget request is about 
helping Oregonians meet their basic needs, 
food on the table and access to health care 
and services,” Hittle said.

https://oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2026/01/13/implementing-trumps-tax-
law-to-cost-oregon-114-million-in-snap-
investments/

Oregon Capital Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coalition of donors 
as a 501c(3) public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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Task force to develop new Land Banking Program for housing production
LANE COUNTY

A new seven-member task force will 
be responsible for creating the priorities 
and goals, measures of success, report-
ing standards, and other requirements for 
Lane County’s new housing land banking 
program.

“We desperately need housing in 
Lane County,” Lane County Housing 
Production Manager Eric Mongan 
said. “While Lane County Government 
doesn’t directly develop real estate, we 
can and should have a role in identifying 
buildable land that can be purchased and 
incentivized for housing development.”

This program is a key action identi-
fied in the Lane County 2019 Affordable 
Housing Action Plan and represents a 

major investment in the county’s long-
term housing strategy.

The land banking program was estab-
lished in 2025 by the Board of County 
Commissioners as part of its ongoing 
work to support affordable housing 
development. Ultimately, it will identify 
properties with housing development 
potential, work through the land use pro-
cess, and then sell shovel-ready proper-
ties to affordable housing developers to 
increase housing density and availability. 

Offering ready-to-build properties 
that have cleared the land use process 
reduces the risk of delays for affordable 
housing developers – making building 
more attractive – and allows for a more 
efficient construction timeline.

The task force will create the frame-
work for the program, which will then 
be adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners. The program is funded 
with $2 million in Oregon Video Lottery 
funding.

Letters of interest must be submit-
ted by February 9, 2026. The Board of 
County Commissioners will appoint five 
of the task force members in early March 
with the County Administrator selecting 
the remaining two members. The task 
force will begin meeting in March and is 
expected to hold between six and eight 
one-hour meetings over the course of 
several months.

More information and applica-
tion materials are available at www.
LaneCountyOR.gov/HousingTaskForce.
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Jeanna Petersen | 541-902-3529

jpetersen@countrymedia.net

CLASSIFIED LINE ADVERTISING
Amanda Boulware | 541-649-1616

cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Retail Display Ads | 12p.m. Wednesday

Classified Display Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Classified Line Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Public Notices | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT:
1498 E. Main Street, STE 104, Cottage Grove, OR 97424  

The Cottage Grove Sentinel website www.cgsentinel.com.  
All subscriptions must be paid prior to beginning 

the subscription and are non-refundable.

Periodicals postage paid at Cottage Grove, Oregon.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Annually $90
6 months $65
Monthly $10

DIGITAL ONLY
Electronic edition annually $75
Electronic edition monthly $9

LOCAL MAIL SERVICE:
Call 541-649-1616 if you don’t receive your Cottage 

Grove Sentinel on the day of publication.

Advertising Ownership: All advertising copy 
and illustrations prepared by the Cottage Grove 
Sentinel become the property of the Country 
Media, Inc. and may not be reproduced for any 
other use without explicit written prior approval. 

Copyright Notice: Entire contents 
Copyright 2024 Country Media, Inc.

HOW TO REACH US

Joe Warren | Chief Executive/Operations 

jwarren@countrymedia.net

Frank Perea II | Chief Executive/Revenue 

fperea@countrymedia.net

NEWSROOM

Jeremy C. Ruark | News Editor

jruark@countrymedia.net

Jashlyn Sablan | Graphic Designer

jsablan@polkio.com
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC 
CHURCHESCHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment
St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!this worship directory, contact us today!

Losing immigrant workers will cripple 
our entire economy

In communities like ours, 
where hospitality is the eco-
nomic engine, immigrant 
workers are not just helpful 
— they are indispensable. 

They keep hotels running, 
restaurants open, and essen-
tial services staffed. Without 
them, the first businesses to 
suffer are the small, locally 
owned shops and eateries 
that already operate on razor 
thin margins. But the damage 
doesn’t stop there. It climbs 
the economic ladder quickly.

When small businesses 
lose workers, they shorten 
hours, cut services, and lose 
customers. That lost revenue 
doesn’t vanish in isolation. 
It ripples upward. Fewer 
guests in local restaurants 
means fewer bookings at 
larger hotels. Reduced hotel 
occupancy means fewer con-
tracts for linen services, food 
distributors, maintenance 

companies, and regional sup-
pliers. When those suppliers 
lose volume, they cut back 
too — and the losses cascade 
to trucking firms, wholesal-
ers, and even national brands 
that rely on steady demand 
from coastal tourism.

This situation is staring us 
in the face. Proposals for an 
ICE detention facility may be 
getting less attention but they 
are not going away. This cre-
ates a climate of fear where 
workers no longer feel safe 
living or working here. A 
detention facility doesn’t just 
affect the people inside; it 
destabilizes the workforce our 
hospitality economy relies on. 
When people who make our 
economy function no longer 
feel safe living or working 
here, they leave, initiating 
and sustaining the very trick-
leup economic damage that 
threatens our economy. Make 
no mistake, ICE is widely 
unpopular and a permanent 
presence would likely result 

in boycotts further accelerat-
ing the economic impact to 
our communities.

This is what trickleup 
economic harm looks like: a 
single unfilled dishwashing 
job becomes a closed restau-
rant section, which becomes 
fewer visitors in town, which 
becomes declining revenue 
for corporations hundreds 
of miles away. And all of it 
begins with the disappearance 
of the immigrant labor force 
that keeps our hospitality 
economy functioning.

If we want a thriving 
coastal economy, we must 
recognize immigrant workers 
for what they are: essential 
contributors whose labor 
supports not just small busi-
nesses, but the entire eco-
nomic ecosystem. Removing 
them is not a path to pros-
perity. It is a direct route to 
economic collapse.

Joseph Youren is a Lincoln 
City resident.

JOSEPH YOUREN
Sentinel Guest Column

Kotek extends homelessness 
emergency order, this time 
with a mental health focus

Gov. Tina Kotek is extend-
ing the state of emergency 
on unsheltered homelessness 
she announced on her first 
day in office for a third year, 
this time focusing on mental 
health and addiction, her 
office said Friday. 

“We have helped thou-
sands of people move from 
the streets into shelter, from 
shelter into homes, and pre-
vented thousands more from 
experiencing homelessness 
in the first place,” Kotek said 
in a statement. “But we must 
maintain the momentum and 

strengthen our focus on the 
intersection of homelessness, 
mental health and addiction.”

The emergency order 
builds off Kotek’s first 
homelessness state of emer-
gency she declared upon 
taking office in January 
2023. It applies to regions 
that experienced an increase 
in homelessness of 50% 
or more between 2017 and 
2022, including the Portland 
area, central Oregon, and 
Clatsop, Jackson, Lane, Linn, 
Malheur, Marion and Polk 
counties.

From January 2023 to 
September 2025, Kotek’s 
office reported success-
fully providing nearly 6,300
new and maintained shelter 
beds for people experienc-
ing homelessness, rehoused 
5,500 Oregonians and pro-
vided eviction prevention 
assistance for almost 26,000
households.

However, Oregon still has 
unmet homelessness needs. In 
2024, Oregon had the third-
most unsheltered unaccompa-
nied youth on a single night 
in January, behind Arkansas 

and California, according to 
a 2024 report from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. Oregon 
is also one of five states 
where more than half of all 
veterans experiencing home-
lessness were sleeping in 
places not meant for human 
habitation. 

Kotek’s new executive 
order specifically addresses 
that larger share of people 
experiencing chronic home-
lessness have serious mental 
illness, substance use disor-
ders, traumatic brain injuries 
or other behavioral health 
conditions.

The declaration orders 
the Oregon Department of 
Emergency Management, 
Oregon Housing and 
Community Services, 
Oregon Health Authority and 

executive state agencies to 
rehouse 1,400 more people 
using funds the legislature 
adopted for 2025-27, prevent 
homelessness for more than 
8,000 households and invest 
$20 million to support per-
manent supportive housing, 
expanding behavioral health 
capacity and improving coor-
dination between housing and 
health care systems. 

The extended order also 
releases $19 million to help 
people experiencing home-
lessness in their defense in 
the justice system.

“Through local and state 
partnerships, we remain 
vigorously committed to 
materially making everyday 
life better and improving 
the trajectories of families, 
neighborhoods and entire 
generations,” said Andrea 

Bell, Oregon Housing and 
Community Services execu-
tive director.

The extension takes effect 
immediately and remains 
in place until Jan. 10, 
2027, unless modified or 
terminated. 

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/01/09/
oregon-gov-kotek-extends-
homelessness-emergency-
order-this-time-with-a-men-
tal-health-focus/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Weekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results
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New Patients Welcome • Anesthetic-Free Laser Dentistry • Same Day Crowns

Eugene 
401 E. 10th Ave. Suite 300

(541) 344-3333

Cottage Grove 
1551 E. Main Street 

(541) 942-8437

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for full 
warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026
Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

Reiten’s radio station KKND 
along Main Street in Cottage 
Grove. 

“All of those phones on 
display I have made work,” 
he said. “You can pick ‘em up 
and talk through them. Many 
other collected phones are yet 
to be repaired and are part of 
my winter-time projects.”

Reiten pointed out that 
the differences in telephones 
today and the increasing tech-
nology is dramatic.

““As convenient as these 
cell phones are today, with 
way more computer power 
than the first computers had, 
I agree that is pretty impres-
sive, but I think it is really 
important to remember the 
past,” he said. “The old-style 
phones had a very unique 
sound. People often com-
ment about the character of 
the sound of those 50s, 60s 
and 70s phones. It had a little 
bit of gravelly sound almost. 
That was really a testament 
of how all the craftsmanship 
of Western Electric and some 
of these other brands. Home 
many of those IPhones will 
be working 70 years from 
now?

Reiten tells The Sentinel 
one of his favorite old tele-
phone stories. An event 
that occurred at a KNND 
Christmas open house.

“There was a little girl 
about four or five years old 
that came in with her mother, 
and she walked to the old 
telephone display asking 
her mom, ‘how do I text on 
these,’” Reiten explained with 
a laugh.

According to Reiten, there 
is now technology that allows 
cell phone users to hook up 
the old phones to their cells 
and use the old-style phones 
as a landline.

Reiten said it’s hard these 
days to find a pay phone 
along city streets because 
of the increasing cell phone 
technology.

“So, my aspiration for my 
collection is to add a few 
more pay telephones,” he 
said. “I do have two of the 
three-slot pay phones. When 
pay phones were around 
when I grew up, they were 
one-slot pay phones. You put 
all your quarters, your dimes, 
whatever you were using to 
make a call, into that single 
slot. The old three-slot pay 
phones, where you’d put 
quarters, nickels, and dimes 
in, the phone would actually 
go ding-ding.”

Reiten said people often 
come by the radio station 
and see his old-style phones 
displayed along the front 
window.

“They think I run a 
museum because in my font 
window I have kind of the 
cream of the crop of my col-
lection displayed there, so 
it’s funny when people come 
inside,” he said. “They think 
they are looking at a museum, 
and they find that it is a radio 
station”

KKND, with the telephone 
display, is located at 717 
E Main Street in Cottage 
Grove’s Historic Downtown 
District. 

Who We Are is a frequent 
Sentinel feature highlighting 
the people of our community.

Telephone
From Page 1

Fund overspending by $1.7 
million. District staff identi-
fied approximately $995,000 
in targeted cuts, including 
1.5 staff days and one stu-
dent day, budget reductions 
for facilities, technology, 
transportation, textbooks, and 
professional development, 
and leaving the HR Director 
and School Resource Officer 
positions unfilled.

Immediate steps include a 
hiring chill by only refilling 
essential positions, review-
ing cut days, and launching 
a Medicaid billing system 
to recover healthservice 
costs. He said each cut day 
reduces the budget between 
$140,000–$150,000. The 
district also began evaluating 
special education placements 
to determine whether bring-
ing services inhouse could 
reduce expenses and not 
have a negative impact on 
students. Every department is 
prioritizing “needs” for large-
ticket items and supplies.

Miller stressed that restor-
ing fiscal health was essential 
for longterm stability and that 
predictability enables strate-
gic investment. “We can’t do 
these reductions forever.”

He emphasized protecting 
classrooms while stabilizing 
finances. “If we save a mil-
lion this year, that’s a million 
more we have for next year,” 
he said.

Despite challenges, he 
noted “little shining things” 
such as staff securing new 
revenue and reapportioning 
other grants to retain two 
grantfunded positions identi-
fied to be cut. He praised Al 
Kennedy High School students 
for conducting contracted out-
door work for state and federal 
agencies and using some of 
the revenue to fund hands-on 
learning field trips throughout 
the year.

Administrators will also use 
attrition (retirements/transi-
tions) to help plan staffing lev-
els without unnecessary layoffs 
for next year. They are also 
seeking additional grants to 
restore summer school. He said 
he receives costsaving ideas 
from staff every day, and the 
district is coordinating closely 
with its two labor unions.

“I believe all of our staff is 
looking after the best interests 
of the district,” Miller said. 
“We’re not done. We’re still 
digging. Yes, we are in tough 
financial times, but we can 
also improve during this time.”

He said regular updates 
will continue as the stabiliza-
tion plan is finalized.

[Jeremy: Can this goals 
update section be formatted 
with spacing and/or bolding 
the subheadings for easier 
reading?]

SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MIDYEAR GOALS 
UPDATE

Miller’s report at the Jan. 
12 meeting showed steady 
progress across all five 
Boardaligned goals, with 
foundational work underway 
and deeper implementa-
tion planned for the second 
half of the year. The report 
emphasized relationshipbuild-
ing, instructional improve-
ment, fiscal transparency, and 
longterm strategic planning.

Culture & Belonging: 
Miller reported early prog-
ress in building trust through 
Listening & Learning ses-
sions with staff and students. 
Feedback had been “gener-
ally supportive,” though the 
work moved slowly due to 
limited time. Communication 
efforts expanded through 
newsletters, media partner-
ships, and more transparent 
board processes. He plans to 
extend those Listening and 
Learning sessions into the 
community later this year.

CTE & Pathways: A 
districtwide review of the 

Career/Technical Education 
(CTE) program is underway, 
with new partnerships form-
ing with Lane Community 
College to expand healthca-
reer and dualcredit oppor-
tunities. While grants mod-
ernized equipment, budget 
limits restricted new course 
additions.

Instruction & PLCs: 
Professional Learning 
Communities (PLC) became 
more consistent across 
schools. Dorena School was 
recognized nationally as a 
“Promising Practice” site, 
a rare honor for a small 
rural school. Academic and 
attendance data monitoring 
is underway, supported by 
growthbased assessments. 
Miller said aligning Social 
and Emotional Learning 
(SEL) and CTE “life skills” 
with instruction would 
strengthen coherence.

Budget & Strategic 
Planning: More than $1 
million in midyear cuts sta-
bilized finances, and new 
transparency tools were 
introduced. Strategic plan-
ning launched earlier than 
expected, with community 

engagement structures taking 
shape. Miller reflected, “I 
feel much better sitting where 
I sit now than just a few 
short months ago.”
DISTRICT TECH-
NOLOGY REPORT

Technology Director Jesse 
Baber delivered a detailed 
report outlining districtwide 
infrastructure and longterm 
replacement planning.

The department man-
ages one of the district’s 
most complex systems with 
five fulltime staff, oversee-
ing a 10gigabit network, 
214 wireless access points, 
80 switches, and a large 
device fleet: roughly 3,000 
Chromebooks/Chromeboxes, 
200 Windows laptops, 80 
Macs, 152 iPads, and three 
specialty labs.

Classrooms rely on more 
than 200 projection and 
display devices, 150 docu-
ment cameras, 394 phones, 
and 150 printers. Behind the 
scenes, 13 physical servers 
support 34 virtual serv-
ers. Demand remains high: 
in 202425, the department 
closed 1,492 helpdesk tickets 

and processed 117 technology 
purchase orders.

Baber said that COVIDera 
funding dramatically 
expanded device counts and 
to maintain sustainability, the 
department follows a seven-
year replacement cycle.

He noted, “Because the 
district now has more student 
devices than students—
another COVID legacy—
technology staff are working 
toward a 1:1 model at the 
secondary level. Surplus 
devices will replace aging 
equipment in elementary 
schools, reducing future bud-
get pressure.”

BUDGET COMMIT-
TEE APPOINTMENT 
PROCESS

After a brief discussion, 
board members acknowl-
edged that all four candidates 
are well-known to them and 
in the community and did 
not see a need for formally 
interview them. At its next 
meeting on Jan. 20, the board 
will rank four candidates 
for two open positions and 
appoint them to the Budget 

Committee at that at that 
work session.

The applicants are: Mike 
Fleck, Tom Perkins, Johanna 
Zee and Duane Taddei. Fleck, 
the Community Sharing 
Executive Director, seeks 
reappointment. Perkins is 
the South Valley Athletics 
Director. Taddei is a for-
mer school board member. 
Johanna Zee is community 
volunteer with a strong inter-
est promoting more transpar-
ency in school and city gov-
ernment decision-making.

ENROLLMENT UP-
DATE

Miller reported that 
District enrollment declined 
from 2,077 students on Dec. 
5 to 2,063 after winter break. 
Child’s Way Charter School 
reported 167 students, includ-
ing two outofdistrict students. 
The Academy of Character 
Education (ACE) reported 
385 students.

Follow SLSD developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Shortfall
From Page 1

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The antique telephones illustrate how technology has greatly changed over the years.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Cameron Reiten has displayed the old-style telephones inside the front office of radio station KKND.
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B&W

LADD 
CONSTRUCTION, 

LLC
New or remodel, 
decks, siding, win-
dows, doors, shops, 
fences. 541-913-1541 
ccb# 239015

150
MISC SERVICES

DIRECTV OVER IN-
TERNET Get your fa-
vorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 
99% signal reliabil-
ity! CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99/mo for 
12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) 
No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. 
Complete preparation. 
Includes children, cus-

tody, support, property 
and bills division. No 
court appearances. 
Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-
5295. www.parale-
galalternatives.com 
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to 
support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Vet-
eran Car Donations 
at 1-866-695-9265 
today!

Get a break on your 
taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Ar-
range a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call 
Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-844-533-
9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Un-
limited Talk, Text and 
Data For Just $25/mo! 
The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and 
Get The Latest iPhone 
Every Year On Us! 
844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite 
TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up 

To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! 
Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 12/31/25.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! 
LeafFilter is backed by 
a no-clog guarantee 
and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call 
today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no ob-
ligation estimate. Plus 
get 75% off installa-
tion and a bonus $250 
discount! Limited time 
only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative 
for warranty and offer 
details.

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 855-
839-0752.

Prepare for power 
outages today with a 
Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 
today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation 
and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE show-
er package and $1600 

Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

The bathroom of your 
dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time 
Offer - $1000 off or 
No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months 
for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many options 
available. Quality ma-
terials & professional 
installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a 
week. Sell your old, 
busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy 
three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pick-
up. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for 
Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, 
get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-866-249-8679.

Classifieds • 541-649-1616
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
109

CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES

150
MISC SERVICES

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of:

• Asbestos
• LEAD Base Paint
• Mold

Residential & 
Commercial

Serving the Willamette 
Valley for 29 years.

● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com

CCB#64090

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel
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League tips off for the Lions
It’s time for the Lions to 

dig their claws into the Sky 
Em League, and it hasn’t 
taken long for Cottage 
Grove’s boys and girls to 
snare their first wins. 

The boys grabbed their 
first win in a heroic come-
back against Junction City, 
while the girls have been 
enjoying a resurgent season 
under Head Coach Kim Beer. 

Cottage Grove’s boys were 
in desperate need of a win 
when they faced off with 
Junction City on Jan. 13. 
Playing in front of a fired-up 
home crowd, the Lions willed 
their way to a 15-point lead, 
eager to secure that crucial 
first league victory. Junction 
City didn’t make it easy, 
though. 

The Tigers refused to 
throw in the towel and 
mounted a furious comeback 

in the second half. The Lions 
saw their double-digit lead 
trimmed to just a single pos-
session and hung on for the 
white-knuckle 47-49 win. It’s 
the Lions’ third win in a row 
against Junction City, having 
beaten the Tigers twice last 
year. It was also the perfect 
response for a Cottage Grove 
team that lost 52-76 in its 
opening league game against 
Marshfield on Jan. 9.

Recent weeks have brought 
an uptick in Cottage Grove’s 
win percentage. After start-
ing the season 1-9 in the 
preseason, the win against 
Junction City marked the sec-
ond win in four games. The 
Lions also beat Springfield 
at the SCTC Holiday 
Tournament in Stayton on 
Dec. 31. 

The Lions played a league 
game against North Bend 
on Jan. 16, but the result is 
unknown at the time of press. 
Cottage Grove will be back 

on the court against Marist 
Catholic on Jan. 23. 

For the girls, the first sea-
son under Head Coach Kim 
Beer has been phenomenal. 
Cottage Grove ended the 
2025 campaign with a 7-17
record and did not win a 
single game against a league 
opponent, going 0-12. This 
year, the Lions have flipped 
the script. At time of writing, 
the Lions have won 10 of 
their first 14 games, and they 
began league play with two 
consecutive triumphs. 

The Lions opened league 
play against Marshfield on 
Jan. 9, and the 47-11 blowout 
was the first Sky Em win for 
Cottage Grove since Jan. 31
of 2024. Coincidentally, that 
2024 win was also against 
Marshfield. After beating 
the Pirates, Cottage Grove 
harnessed the momentum to 
secure a second win against 
Junction City on Jan. 13. 

Yet again, the Lions 
overwhelmed their oppo-
nent, beating the Tigers by 
20 points, 54-34. Through 
two games, Cottage Grove 
matched the number of 
league wins they had in the 
2023-2024 season, when 
the Lions qualified for the 
state tournament through the 
league playoffs. No doubt the 
Lions will be feeling confi-
dent, having won games in a 
variety of ways already. 

The Lions have show-
cased their ability to keep 
their foot on the gas. Eight 
of Cottage Grove’s 10 wins 
have been by double digits. 
Conversely, the other two 
wins against Klamath Union 
and Brookings-Harbor were 
hotly contested two-point 
wins. Cottage Grove has 
shown that they can do it 
both ways. 

In the fledgling stage of 
the league season, Cottage 
Grove has been the highest 

scoring Sky Em team. In 
their 14 games, the Lions 
have scored 662 points, aver-
aging 47.2 points per game. 
Zooming out, Cottage Grove 
has scored the fifth most total 
points in all of 4A basketball 
this season. It’s hard to imag-
ine things could have started 
much better for the Lions this 
season, and they will have a 
chance to keep the fun going 

against Marist Catholic on 
Jan. 23. 

The result of the Jan. 16
game against North Bend is 
unknown at the time of press. 

Follow game results at 
osaa.org and see CGHS 
sports features online at the 
cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of 
the Sentinel.

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel
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Nominations open for the 2026-27
Oregon Teacher of the Year

OREGON DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

The Oregon Department of 
Education (ODE), in partner-
ship with Oregon Lottery, 
is pleased to announce the 
Oregon Teacher of the Year 
program is once again honor-
ing exemplary educators in 
every region of the state!

Nominations are open 
statewide through 5 p.m. on 
February 11, 2026. 

The Oregon Teacher of the 
Year program recognizes and 
honors teacher excellence, 
with the state Teacher of the 
Year serving as the face and 
voice of exemplary educators 
across the state. Candidates 
for Oregon Teacher of the 
Year are exceptionally dedi-
cated, knowledgeable, and 
skilled licensed public school 
educators in grades preK-12. 

Do you know a teacher 
who should be considered for 
this distinction? Nominate 
them now!

What happens after nomi-
nations close in February?

All eligible teachers* who 
have been nominated will be 
invited to submit an applica-
tion. Candidates who apply 
will then be in the running 
to be selected as a Regional 
Teacher of the Year in one 
of the 19 Education Service 
Districts statewide. Every 
Regional Teacher of the Year 
will be awarded $1,000 and 
will be celebrated across the 
state in September. 

Finalists for the 2026-27
Oregon Teacher of the Year 
will be selected from amongst 
the regional winners by a 
blue ribbon panel. Following 

additional application ques-
tions and interviews, the 
panel will then select the state 
honoree. Thanks to ODE’s 
partnership with the Oregon 
Lottery, the Oregon Teacher 
of the Year receives an award 
of $10,000, as well as a spe-
cial fund to cover all travel 
costs for the year.

“My experience thus far as 
Oregon Teacher of the Year 
has been nothing short of 
humbling, exhilarating, heart-
warming, and amazing, and 
my time has only just begun,” 
said Sally Golden, Oregon’s 
2025-26 Teacher of the Year. 
“This honor is for every 
student, parent, educational 
assistant, specialist, support 
staff, teacher, administrator, 
and community partner who 
has contributed and taken part 

in the beauty and magic that 
is the Springfield Community 
Transition Program. I am 
beyond excited to represent 
my program, my district, and 
my state and hope to make 
everyone proud!” 

The Oregon Teacher of 
the Year will also submit an 
application to be considered 
for the honor of National 
Teacher of the Year.

If you have questions about 
the program, please reach out 
to the Oregon Teacher of the 
Year Program Coordinator 
Michelle Goodness.

*Prior to nominating, we 
encourage you to review 
the Oregon Teacher of the 
Year eligibility requirements 
- please see the “About” sec-
tion on the Oregon Teacher of 
the Year website.
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2027 to create 15 murals in 
four days. 

The event will celebrate 
local history and culture and 
place Cottage Grove among a 
small number of communities 
nationwide to host the larges-
cale public art project. It will 
be done in conjunction with 
the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the local film-
ing of National Lampoon’s 
Animal House movie.

Downtown Revitalization 
Takes Shape

Solesbee devoted sig-
nificant attention to the 
city’s projected $6.25 mil-
lion downtown revitalization 
project, also funded through 
an EDA grant. After months 
of construction, Main Street 
reopened to twoway traffic 
on December 12, a milestone 
she described as “a gift to the 
whole community.” 

There is no final cost 
yet, because there are some 
remaining elements to be 
competed, such as install-
ing directional signs and 
landscaping, staff reports the 
project is currently under 
budget and ahead of sched-
ule. A community celebration 
is planned for this spring.

The mayor thanked 
Cottage Grove Public Works 
Director Faye Stewart, proj-
ect manager Shauna Neigh, 
and the Wildish Construction 
crew for their work through-
out the project. The mayor 
also credited city staff for the 
holiday garlands and wreaths 
that lit up downtown during 
construction.

“Every evening when the 
lights came on, it felt like a 
Hallmark movie,” she said.

Emergency Preparedness 
and Accessibility

The city followed through 
on its commitment to 
emergency preparedness 
by purchasing a generator 
for the Community Center, 
ensuring it can serve resi-
dents during power outages 
or severe weather, according 
to Solesbee. Accessibility 
improvements were also 
completed at the Community 
Center and Library building, 
by installing automatic door 
openers.

Solesbee listed a long 
roster of community events 
the city supported in 2024, 
including Bohemia Mining 
Days, the Cascade Home 
Center Community CookOff, 
the Eugene Symphony at 
Bohemia Park, Halloween 
TrickorTreat, the Christmas 
Kickoff, and the Chamber’s 
Concerts in the Park. She 
also highlighted the Guinness 
World Record goldpanning 
event, thanking volun-
teers, goldpanning experts, 
Cottage Grove Chamber 
CEO Georgia Haskell, and 
the Ervin family for helping 
bring an official judge to 
Cottage Grove to certify the 
achievement.

Growth in Community 
Development

The mayor praised the 
Community Development 
Department for what she 
called a year of “growth, 
leadership, and service.” The 
department saw several staff-
ing changes, including the 
promotion of Leni Crow to 
Senior Planner and the hiring 

of Associate Planner Jeremy 
Means. Melany Klemperer 
stepped into the role of city’s 
Community Development 
Manager.

Solesbeen said the team 
processed more than 100
planning cases, resolved 
over 100 tallgrass and code-
violation complaints, and 
addressed numerous nuisance 
and safety issues. Cottage 
Grove earned its 32nd Tree 
City USA recognition, and 
Crow was named the 2025
Floodplain Manager of the 
Year for her work during 
March’s atmospheric river 
event, which caused flooding 
in Drain and minor impacts 
locally.

The department also hosted 
the ninth annual Emergency 
Preparedness Fair in conjunc-
tion with the August Party in 
the Park event it Coiner Park 
that drew more than 2,000
attendees. The city’s planning 
staff issued more than 600
building permits, including 
new singlefamily homes.

Police and Public Works 
Recognized

Solesbee commended 
the Cottage Grove Police 
Department for filling key 
leadership positions and 
launching a new training pro-
gram for its three sergeants. 

She also highlighted a 
new communitypolicing 
partnership with Starfish 
Assignment, a nonprofit 
that supports the Books and 
Badges program. Through the 
initiative, officers distribute 
donated books to local chil-
dren to help build trust and 
encourage reading.

“To our officers—thank 
you for mentoring, guiding, 

and investing in the next gen-
eration,” Solesbee said.

The Cottage Grove Public 
Works staff were also rec-
ognized for their contribu-
tions, including building 20
railroadstyle benches for 
Bohemia Park, cleaning 36
illegal campsites, install-
ing the new generator at the 
Community Center, and con-
structing 40 panning tables 
for the Guinness event.

City Staff and Council 
Appreciation

The mayor thanked 
employees in the city’s 
Finance and Human 
Resources Department for 
their daily work support-
ing residents and staff. She 
also acknowledged the City 
Manager, City Recorder, and 
Deputy City Recorder for 
their “dedication and steady 
support.”

Solesbee praised the City 
Councilors for the many 
hours they volunteer on 
boards and committees, often 
at the expense of personal 
time.

“Your willingness to step 
up and serve matters deeply,” 
she said, extending gratitude 
to their families as well.

Solesbee became emotional 
when she offered a personal 
thank you to her husband, 
calling him her “rock.”

Looking Ahead
She closed her address by 

acknowledging that Cottage 
Grove, like any commu-
nity, is not perfect. But she 
emphasized that the city’s 
progress reflects a shared 
commitment to collaboration 
and perseverance.

“Balance isn’t always easy. 
Progress takes patience. It 

takes compromise. It takes 
the willingness to listen,” she 
said. “What I’ve seen this 
year is a community willing 
to do the work, not just talk 
about it.”

The mayor ended the Jan. 
12 address with a toast to the 

year ahead: “Thank you, and 
cheers to 2026.”

Follow City of Cottage 
Grove developments online 
at cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of 
The Sentinel.

������������������������
��������
�������
������������������������������������ ��������
�
������	������������	���	��������������
���������
�������	�������������­�����������	������������
�	��	�����������������������	������­���������	���
����������������	�	�����������������������������
����������	�������������	�����������������������

��������
�����������


	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_001_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_002_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_003_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_004_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_005_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_006_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_007_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_011826_01_A_008_00_01_CC

