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Summer tourism rising in Cottage Grove

Metro Creative Connection
Cottage grove Police have
launched an investigation
into a window breaking spree
throughout the city.

Police
launch
window
breaking
spree
Investigation

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

After receiving numerous citi-
zens’ reports in late June about a
series of damaged windows, Cottage
Grove Police Department (CGPD)
investigators launched an investiga-
tion and requested the public’s help
identifying the person or persons
responsible.

“In many of these cases, it appears
the windows were broken by either
a slingshot firing off small ball bear-
ings or a BB gun,” the CGPD stated
in a release.

Police said there were two sepa-
rate incidents within a short distance
of each other in which windows
were broken with chrome ball
bearings.

The Sentinel reached out to
CGPD’s Brooke Crow for insight
into the vandalism investigation.

The Sentinel: What locations has
the CGPD received reports from
about the window breakings?

Brooke Crow: The incidents
that have been reported throughout
town, primarily in the areas of N 8th
Street, S 8th Street, N 16th Street,
the designated camp at 12th Street,
and near Safeway.

The Sentinel: What is the
estimated damage caused by this
vandalism?

Crow: The estimated cost of
damage to the vehicles ranges from
approximately $300 to $500 per
vehicle. For the businesses that
reported similar damage to their
windows, repair costs are estimated
to range from $1,000 to $1,200 per
business.

The Sentinel: Has anyone been
injured in the cases and wouldn’t
you say this could be dangerous,
especially to small children and the
elderly?

Crow: Yes, this is extremely dan-
gerous for everyone.

The Sentinel: Have you received
any tips since the CGPD Facebook
posting?

Crow: Unfortunately, no leads
have been received by our social
media posting.

The Sentinel: Any arrests or sus-
pect identification?

Crow: No descriptive details have
been given regarding the suspect(s).

The Sentinel: What would
be the presumptive fine for such
vandalism?

Crow: Officers have prob-
able cause to charge the involved

See POLICE Page 6
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“I am really excited about this
summer. There is so much going
on,” Cottage Grove Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Georgia Haskell said. “We are see-
ing more visitors, and we are defi-
nitely ahead of last summer. That’s
for sure.”

More visitors to Cottage Grove
translates into increasing revenue
for local business owners.

“June was a great month. We had
lots of people here,” Haskell said,
adding that the Oregon Gran Fondo,
a bicycle race that rolls through
the city, and the celebration of the
multi-million-dollar Main Street
Revitalization project were key
events that drew visitors and locals
alike last month.

“We are in full summer mode,”
she said. “People are here, and
people are happy.”

Haskell said beyond the consis-
tent community events, Cottage
Grove is a unique, and welcoming
destination location for visitors.

“We are in the perfect spot,” she
said. “We are close to the moun-
tains. We are close to the ocean. We
have two lakes, three rivers, seven
waterfalls. We’ve got the bridges.
We have two local theaters. We’ve
got everything you need to have an
amazing time without having to go
very far.”

Haskell said the city’s variety of
restaurants and coffee shops are also
a key visitor attraction.

“We not only have fresh-made
amazing food, but we also have
people at our businesses serving you
who care about you and enjoy con-
versations with you. That definitely
makes it a place you want not only
to visit, but to live,” she said. “We
are extremely lucky to live here.”

Specific visitor counts were not
immediately available at the time of
this writing, but Haskell estimated
tourism in Cottage Grove is up
approximately 20% over last year at
this time.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel

The splash pad at the entrance of Bohemia Park is an attraction for both visitors and locals

in Cottage Grove.

An edge for Cottage Grove is the
city’s unique specialty shops, espe-
cially along Main Street in the city’s
Historic District.

“You have to have such diversity
in such a small

Street is are also key elements in
attracting tourists.

“Any revitalization of an old
building that isn’t being used is
definitely a benefit, and when the

Bohemia Inn

town like this,” she opens. it will be
said. “Especially “We are in full summer a game changer.
in the wintertime mode. People are here, I think we are all
when it dies down. and people are happy.” in for a surprise
You have to be when that opens. It
flexible.” Georgia Haskell, will contribute just
The annual Cot[age Grove Chamber perfectly with the
Rodeo, the Spirit of Commerce historic charm that
of Bohemia Days, we already have

with the city

parade, Summer Concerts in the
Park, the KKND Roll ‘N’ Rumble
Car Show, are just a few of the tra-
ditional events that continue to draw
visitors to Cottage Grove, according
to Haskell. She added that the cur-
rent revitalization of older buildings
in the city, such as the development
of the Bohemia Inn along Main

in downtown. It’s
going to fit right in.”

Haskel compliments the city’s
efforts to develop new affordable
housing to help sustain and grow the
local economy.

According to Haskell, the devel-
opment of 100-plus homes currently
in progress right now demonstrates
how the city is working to meet the
local housing needs.

“It is incoming new available
housing from low income to people
that can afford a big guy,” she said.
“It’s not just cookie-cutter. They’ve
really put thought into the housing
that we need, and they are execut-
ing that plan. When you’ve reached
your boundary limit, there is only
so much that you can do. They are
really surprising us with all the hard
work that they are doing and what
they are accomplishing.”

When it comes to overall chal-
lenges in sustaining the visitor flow,
and attracting more tourists, Haskell
said:

“I don’t think we are going to
have any challenges at al. We have
an event planned every single
weekend. There is going top be zero
problems in attracting and keeping
people here. The only thing that
would inhibit us would be smoke
from wildfires. So, environmental
issues would be the only thing.”

Burback to lead BMD 2026

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Bohemia Mining Days
Leadership Team has selected local
businessman and longtime com-
munity volunteer Garland Burback
as the Grand Marshal of the 2026
Grand Miners Parade

The selection honors a lifetime of
service by Burback that has shaped
Cottage Grove for more than 50
years.

Burback was born in Portland in
1942 and grew up in a close knit
extended family of Russian immi-
grants. Many relatives owned waste
disposal companies, and he entered
the industry early. As a teenager in
Eugene, he rode and later drove gar-
bage trucks for his father and uncle,
learning the value of hard work
and responsibility long before he
graduated from South Eugene High
School in 1960. He married his high
school sweetheart, Darlene, in 1963,
beginning a partnership that would
last 58 years.

His career took a major step for-
ward in 1973 when he became one
of four general partners who formed
Sanipac in Eugene. The following
year he purchased Cottage Grove
Garbage Service from Fred and
Jack Spady and moved his young
family to Cottage Grove in January
1974. Garland and Darlene raised
three daughters and taught them, by

example, that community service is
not optional. It is a responsibility.
Darlene’s contributions to Cottage
Grove were extensive. She was
deeply committed to supporting
young people and helped found
the Drug Action Council in the
1980s to protect youth from choices
that could derail their futures. She
served on many Bohemia Mining
Days planning committees, prep-
ping the festival site with help from

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Local businessman and community volunteer Garland Bur-
back leads the BMD 2026 Grand Miners Parade as its Grand
Marshal.

the family business and organizing
games. In the early 1990s, she and
her oldest daughter, Kimberly, intro-
duced the first Little Miss Bohemia
pageant. She loved being a mother
and grandmother and treasured

the time her family spent enjoying
everything Bohemia City offered.
Darlene died from cancer in 2021,
ending her long marriage to Garland
and leaving a legacy of service that
continues through her family.

Parade

For generations, the Burback
family and Cottage Grove Garbage
Service have supported countless
nonprofit organizations and donated
trash receptacles to community
events, including Bohemia Mining
Days. Garland’s civic involvement
expanded beyond his business. He
served on the South Lane School
District Board of Directors and was
later elected to the Cottage Grove
City Council, serving from 2010 to
2018. During his tenure he champi-
oned moving council meeting start
times from 7:30 p.m. to 7 p.m., a
small but meaningful change appre-
ciated by city staff and meeting
participants.

Burback continues his com-
munity service as a City Planning
Commissioner and serves on the
Community Sharing and South Lane
Wheels boards of directors. His
approach has always been steady,
practical, and focused on helping
the community function well.

“I love Bohemia Mining Days
and how our community benefits
from it in so many ways,” Burback
said. “T enjoy the parade and the
music and, most importantly, it cre-
ates opportunities to see and visit
with people you don’t see very often
anymore. It also draws visitors here

See BURBACK Page 6
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The Following is from
the Cottage Grove Police
Department’s Weekly Update.

Chief Chase was asked
to judge the Cottage Grove
Suitcase Art Show again. He
selected his favorite piece
for the 2026 Chief of Police
Award.

- Officers were dispatched
to the designated camp at
12th Street where dispatch
received multiples calls
regarding a physical alterca-
tion between a male and a
female. After reviewing the
security footage and inter-
viewing witnesses, probable
cause was developed, and
a male subject was arrested
and transported to the Lane
County Jail to be lodged on
charges of Assault in the
Forth Degree (ORS 163.160)
and Disorderly Conduct in
the Second Degree (ORS
166.025).

- After a local search for
a warrant suspect regarding
multiple felony sex crimes,
officers were unable to
locate her locally. Officer
reached out to Lane County
Sherrif’s Office (LCSO)
and the Deputy in Creswell
was able to find her. Officer
responded to Creswell, con-
tacted the suspect and LCSO

A CLOSER LOOK

Caught on camera and arrested

took the warrant service and
transported her to the Lane
County Jail.

- Two car motor vehicle
crash occurred at the intersec-
tion of Row River Road and
Jim Wright Way. One driver
was transported to Riverbend
Medical Center for evaluation
while the other was trans-
ported by a concerned citizen
to the Cottage Grove ER. No
signs of intoxication were
present with either driver.

- Found property was
called into non-emergency to
report a black fanny pack had
been located in the parking
lot of Napa Auto Parts. It was
stated that the pack possibly
contained methamphetamine,
as it was briefly looked inside
to locate possible owner
information. Officers arrived
and discovered the pack
contained methamphetamine.
Further investigation discov-
ered a baggie inside the pack,
containing an approximate
2x2 inch rock of metham-
phetamine along with residue
powder. Total gross weight
of the methamphetamine
was 24.5 grams. Pack and
methamphetamine lodged
at the evidence building for
destruction.

- Officers responded to
the intersection of South 6th
Street and Hillside Drive,

regarding a possible reckless
burn. Upon arrival, officers
contacted a male subject,
who was determined to have
two valid CG municipal
warrants. During a search of
his person, Officers located
a small baggie of metham-
phetamine. The subject was
issued Citations in Lieu of
Custody for his Cottage
Grove warrants and then
transported to Lane County
Jail on charges of Possession
of Methamphetamine (ORS
475.894).

- Officers conducted
a traffic stop on a white
cruiser-style motorcycle after
observing the rider aggres-
sively accelerate and revving
his engine while traveling on
North River Road. The rider
continued accelerating until
officers initiated a traffic stop
near Highway 99. The opera-
tor was found to be operating
the motorcycle while his driv-
ing privileges were suspended
at the misdemeanor level and
was cited in lieu of custody
for Driving While Suspended
— Misdemeanor (ORS
811.182). He was also issued
Uniform Traffic Citations for
Speed Racing (ORS 811.125),
Operating a Vehicle Without
a Required Ignition Interlock
Device (ORS 813.602), and
Operating a Motor Vehicle

Without Insurance (ORS
806.010).

- Officers responded to a
residence regarding a parking
complaint. During the inves-
tigation, officers discovered

the involved subject was
overdue on registering as a
sex offender. He was cited
in lieu of custody for Failure
to Report as a Sex Offender
(Felony) (ORS 163A.040).

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime
are presumed innocent
until proven guilty.
Information printed is
preliminary and subject
to change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY, JUNE 29

00:48: Suspicious subject,
Main/River Rd.

07:52: Abandoned vehicle,
500 block Grant Ave.

08:03: Illegal camping, 200
block N. 12th St.

09:01: Theft, 1300 block
E. Main St.

09:09: Illegal camping, 700
block E. Gibbs Ave.

09:53: Disturbance, 200
block N. 12th St.

10:20: Disturbance, 200
block N. 12th St.

11:32: Suspicious subject,
600 block N. 9th St.

11:49: Abandoned vehicle,

POLICE BLOTTER

Please note: This is a
summary of select calls for
service. Officers respond to
many additional calls each
day that are not included in
this update.

16:59: Suspicious subject,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Suspicious condi-
tion, 400 block N. 9th St.

20:18: Fraud, 600 block
Birch Ave.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30

00:35: Juvenile trouble,
1300 block E. Main St.

01:54: Warrant service, 400
block E. Main St.

04:14: Suspicious vehicle,
800 block Row River Rd.

10:20: Animal info, 200
block S. 10th St.

13:44: Motor vehicle crash,
MP 171

14:52: Juvenile trouble, R/
Fairview Lp.

15:30: Agency assist, 800
block S. 14th St.

16:08: Missing person, 200
block Gateway Blvd.

17:44: Agency assist, 800
block E. Main St.

19:12: Wanted subject, 100
block Sth St

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

02:01: Found property,
Gateway/Main

04:23: Trespass, 770000
block McDole Rd.

05:16: Alarm, 2700 block
Row River Rd.

08:59: Criminal mischief,
1300 block S. 8th St.

17:21: Tllegal camping,
Birch/M

18:16: Disturbance, 200
block S. River Rd.

19:06: Disorderly subject,
Main/Karen

19:19: Juvenile trouble,
1000 block S. 6th St.

19:50: Trespass, 100 block
South R St.

20:12: Warrant service,

08:34: Theft, 800 block S.
6th St.

08:46: Agency assist, 1400
block Anthony Ave.

11:20: Criminal mischief,
1000 block Adams Ave.

13:27: Theft, 700 block N.
River Rd.

14:54: Warrant service, 400
block E. Main St.

15:16: Warrant service, 400

18:58: Dog at large, 1000
block S. 4th St.

21:30: Theft, 500 block N.
Lane St.

23:42: Suspicious subject,
Ostrander/19th

FRIDAY, JULY 3

00:15: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

00:55: Arson, 1500 block
E. Main St.

04:40: Suspicious vehicle,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

06:25: Fraud, 200 block
Gateway Blvd.

07:10: Theft, 2000 block
Wilson Ct.

09:39: Hit and run, 9th/
Whiteaker

10:32: Barking dog, 700
block N. 9th St.

11:08: Trespass, 1600
block Grover Ave.

17:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 79000 block Hwy 99

18:44: Animal info, 1500
block E. Main St.

18:47: Animal info, 900
block Row River Rd.

18:53: Motor vehicle crash,
600 block E. Jefferson Ave.

19:19: Warrant service, 400
block N. River Rd.

19:48: Disturbance, 500
block S. 16th St.

19:52: Disorderly subject,
Lord/99

SATURDAY, JULY 4

01:40: Disturbance, 34000
block Shoreview Dr.

01:57: Barking dog, 1200
block Bryant Ave.

07:53: Suspicious vehicle,
900 block Row River Rd.

10:18: Suicidal subject,
1700 block Hwy 99

11:05: Juvenile trouble,
900 block Arthur Ave.

11:39: Disturbance, 1300
block E. Jefferson Ave.

12:50: Disturbance, 79000
block Hwy 99

15:11: Death investigation,
800 block N. 16th St.

17:12: Criminal mischief,
1300 block E. Main St.

17:14: Drug activity, 900
block Row River Rd.

18:36: Motor vehicle crash,
100 block Tyler Ave.

21:50: Fire, 1900 block W.
Harrison Ave.

22:18: Motor vehicle crash,
River Rd/Bennett Creek Rd.

22:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block Hwy 99

SUNDAY JULY 5

00:15: Suspicious vehicle,
1400 block N. Douglas St.

00:54: Suspicious vehicle,
600 block Row River Rd.

01:53: Mental subject, 800
block S. 1st St.

09:35: Tllegal dumping,

78000 block Thornton Ln. 13:25: Wanted subject, 14th/Main block E. Main St 20:18: Disorderly subject, River Rd/Woodson
12:53: Drug activity, 100 1300 block Quincy Ave. 1. . 0cx B il St . 34000 block Row River Rd. 10:58: Found property, 6th/
Ay .o 21:12: Illegal camping, 200 15:51: Suspicious condi- AQ. . .
block Gateway Blvd. 14:21: Criminal mischief, block N. 12th St tion. 3200 block Row Ri 20:48: Motor vehicle crash,  Quincy
13:56: Abandoned vehicle, 1500 block S. 8th St. e - ton, OCK ROWRIVEr  Row River Rd/Jim Wright 12:56: Fire, 1400 block
Harvey/16th 14:59: Tllegal dumping 22:17: Juvenile trouble, Rd. Way Daugherty Ave
14:44: Abandoned vehicle, 1500 block Hwy 99 700 block Gibbs Ave. blolci:g: I?/IV;I:lteSdt subject, 400 22:01: Suspicious vehicle, 21:43: Suspicious vehicle,
400 t')loc'k Adams. Avg. 15:24: Il‘legal camping, 300 THURSDAY, JULY 2 18:48: Disturbance, 200 1100 block Hwy 99 Hwy.99/.Cha.mberla1n
15:45: Order violation, block S. River Rd. 00:20: Welfare check. 700 block N. 12th St 22:06: Nuisance, 700 block
2500 block E. Main St. 17:17: Motor vehicle theft, 2“0’ pie T ock - S. 8th St.
1300 block Ash Ave. '
Police 1ssue ‘important
updates’ concerning stray dogs
JEREMY C. RUARK impound and care fees on the city’s police blotter
Cottage Grove Sentinel  that must be paid before concerning dogs at large,
Cottage Grove Police the dog is released to its stray dogs, and found
have issued what they owner. Those fees include  dogs.
describe as “important a $25 impound fee and a “Officers will not be
updates” concerning the $15 a day boarding and dispatched to stray dog
city’s dog at large policy. care fee. calls unless the dog is pos-
The policy includes In a social media post, ing an immediate threat to
mandatory court appear- CGPD lists the specific the community,” the police
ances for owners who policy about dogs at large.  advisory states.
reclaim their dogs. The The policy advisory
policy also includes follows numerous reports
Donate Your Vehicle
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The annual summer
Cottage Grove Concerts in
the Park are back at Bohemia
Park.

The concerts are free and
held at Bohemia Park, 101 N.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The Eugene Symphony performed at the Cottage Grove Concerts in the Park
Monday evening, July 22, 2024.

Outdoor Concerts announced

10th Street, in Cottage Grove
on Wednesdays from 6:30 — 8
p.m. through August.

The music events include
food and beverage vendors
that open service at 5;30 p.m.

The concerts are made pos-
sible with financial support

through sponsorships from
Cottage Grove Chamber
of Commerce member
businesses.

This summer’s lineup
includes Floral HZ July 15,
and Greg Nestler on July 29.

The Adams Family auditions open

Cottage Theatre has
scheduled auditions
at 2 p.m. Saturday,

July 18, and at 3 p.m.
Sunday, July 19. for
its October production,
The Addams Family
Musical.

This wacky musical
starring TV’s favorite
spooky family will
run for four weekends
from October 2 - 25,
2026. Interested actors
are encouraged to
register for the audi-
tion date which best
suits their schedule.
Auditions will take
place at Cottage Theatre,
700 Village Drive in
Cottage Grove.

ABOUT THE PLAY

In The Addams Family
Musical, Wednesday
Addams, the quirky and
independent daughter of
the world’s most macabre
family, falls in love with
someone shockingly nor-
mal. When the Addams
clan invites her boyfriend’s
strait-laced family over for
dinner, one “normal” night
spirals into an uproarious
evening full of shocking
secrets, awkward encoun-
ters, and laugh-out-loud
mayhem.

With its eerie charm,
larger-than-life characters,
unforgettable melodies —
and a story that’s both

wacky and surprisingly
touching—The Addams
Family Musical is a wildly
entertaining reminder that
every family is a little
weird in their own way.

Cottage Theatre’s pro-
duction is directed and
choreographed by Marc
Siegel.

More information and
a registration link are
available on the Cottage
Theatre website, www.cot-
tagetheatre.org. Advance
registration is requested.

ABOUT COTTAGE
THEATRE

Cottage Theatre,
founded in 1982, produces
a year-round season of
plays and musicals featur-
ing talented Lane County
performers. The theatre

also offers educational
programs for youth.

A member of the
American Association
of Community Theatre
(AACT), Cottage Theatre
was one of just six theatres
in the country selected
to produce a world pre-
miere as part of the AACT
2024 NewPlayFest. The
theatre is known for its
strong production values,
in keeping with its mis-
sion of “engaging and
enriching our community
through the magic of live
theatre.”

Cottage Theatre is
located at 700 Village
Drive in Cottage Grove.
To reach the Theatre call,
541-942-8001.

Flapjacks at 5,000 feet:
62nd Miners Breakfast

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Each July, the Prospectors
and Gold Diggers welcome
hundreds of people to
Bohemia Saddle Park for one
of Cottage Grove’s longest
running community traditions,
the Miners Breakfast on the
Mountain.

The event began in the
mid-1960s, specifically 1964,
when club members recreated
a miner’s camp and served
a high mountain breakfast
to celebrate the region’s
mining heritage. More than
sixty years later, the break-
fast remains a highlight
of Bohemia Mining Days
weekend and continues to
draw families, volunteers and
newcomers to the 5,000 foot
ridge.

This year marks the first
breakfast under new club
president Howard Sunkler, a
retired Lane County heavy
equipment operator who has
been connected to the event
for decades. Long before
helping produce the breakfast,
Sunkler and his road crew
graded the mountain roads
ahead of the event each sum-
mer. That work gave him his
first connection to the tradi-
tion and eventually led him
to bring his family up the
mountain every year. He and
his wife, Lori, volunteered for
many years before they were
invited to join the club in
2021. Members elected him
president in January.

MEMORIES MADE
BEFORE SUNRISE

Some of Sunkler’s favorite
memories come from the
years he brought his grade
school age children to help
serve breakfast. He recalls
waking them at 3:30 a.m.
on Sunday morning already
dressed and ready to go. They
would take their blankets and
pillows and sleep in the truck
for the hour and a half drive

Courtesy from Greg Lee Photography
For 62 years, the Prospectors and Gold Diggers

Club has hosted its legendary high mountain
breakfast and the menu is unchanged.

it takes to drive 28 miles to
Lane County Parks only high
alpine park.

“I was impressed with
them because you do not
even get up that early for deer
hunting,” he said. “Those
early mornings, surrounded
by volunteers and mountain
scenery, helped shape our
family’s connection to the
event.”

A LEGACY BUILT
OVER DECADES

While Sunkler now serves
as club president, the break-
fast itself continues to be led
by longtime former president
Bruce McDonald, who has
anchored the event for more
than 25 years despite a near
fatal accident several years
ago.

McDonald still directs the
breakfast team and oversees

purchasing, a responsibility
he shares with his daughter,
Sheila Healy. Their work
ensures the breakfast is
produced almost exactly the
same way it has been for
more than a half century.
There have been no changes
to the menu, the cookshack
routine or the way volunteers
move through the morning’s
tasks.

It has always been a large
scale operation and remains
the club’s biggest fundraiser
of the year. Proceeds are used
to provide scholarships to
local graduating seniors and
to maintain the historic Dr.
Snapp House on South River
Road.

Under McDonald’s direc-
tion, the breakfast requires

See BREAKFAST Pag 6

Local Fiber

Internet

Built Here. Connected Here.

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFIN

Fast. Reliable.

DFN.NET | (541) 673-4242

Check Availability Now




4 COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL  WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2026

OBITUARY

Wilbur Leon (Butch)

In Loving Memory -Wilbur
Leon “Butch” Eastman

Wilbur ~ Leon  “Butch”
Eastman, beloved husband,
father, brother, papa and
friend to many, passed
away peacefully on June 29,
2026, at the age of 84. Born
in Cottage Grove, Oregon,
Butch  graduated  from
Cottage Grove High School
in 1960 and spent much of
his working life employed in

veneer mills throughout Oregon, where he
was known for his strong work ethic and
dedication. Butch deeply loved his family
and found great joy in the outdoors. He
enjoyed fishing, hunting and spending time

Eastman

May 3, 1942 - June 29, 2026

and  his

at shooting clubs. He had a
gift for making people feel
welcome, and his wisdom,
humor and gentle spirit left a
lasting impression on all who

| knew him.

He is survived by his loving
wife, Illona “Loni” Eastman;
his daughter, Tami Jernberg
(Mike); his daughter, Karalee
VanCleave  (Dave);  his
grandchildren, Nicholas,
Lauren, Madison, Meghan,

and Danielle; his three great-grandchildren;

sister,  Verva  Tarwater.

Butch will be deeply missed and lovingly
remembered by his family, friends and the
many lives he touched over the years.
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BLM announces timber
sale revenue figures

STAFF REPORT

The Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) gener-
ated more than $10.7 million
in revenue from timber sales
during the second quarter of
2026.

The BLM said the sale
supports American jobs and
increasing domestic timber
supply.

During the quarter, the
BLM sold approximately 41
million board feet of timber
across 1,500 acres in Oregon
and California.

That amount of lumber is
enough to build nearly 2,600
homes and supports local
economies and well-paying
jobs in logging, milling, and
construction, the BLM states
in a release.

The quarterly results come
as recently confirmed BLM
Director Steve Pearce visited
western Oregon to meet with
BLM employees, industry
partners, and local mills about
the BLM’s timber program
and the work happening to
support domestic timber
production.

“This was such an impor-
tant trip for me to take,”
Pearce said. “It was great
to see Americans doing real
work on the ground. These
folks are part of a crucial
industry that is helping
rebuild the economy from the
ground up.”

The BLM plans to hold six
timber sales in July 2026 to
offer 31 million board feet

Metro Creative Connection

More information about BLM's timber plans and
results can be found at https://www.blm.gov/pro-
grams/natural-resources/forests-and-woodlands/

timber-sales.

of timber across almost 835
acres.

More information about
BLM’s timber plans and
results can be found at
https://www.blm.gov/pro-
grams/natural-resources/
forests-and-woodlands/
timber-sales.

BACKGROUND

The BLM manages 58
million acres of forests—
including 2.4 million acres in
western Oregon—of some of
the most productive forests
in the world, and is commit-
ted to supplying a reliable,
secure, and resilient domestic
supply of timber, according to
the release.

BLM forestry supports
economic security, reduces
risks from wildfire, conserves
fish and wildlife habitat, and
decreases costs of energy
production. Local communi-
ties rely on jobs that come
from BLM forests, and timber
from public land feeds local
industry.

More than 20% of BLM-
managed lands are forest
and woodland ecosystems.
The BLM said it ensures the
health and resilience of these
public forest lands as well
as the availability of tradi-
tional forest products, such as
timber.

Oregon lawmakers say they’ll
prioritize bipartisanship in 2027
transportation funding plan

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Bipartisanship and earlier
deliberations over transporta-
tion funding are a priority
in the 2027 legislative ses-
sion, a mostly Democratic
group of lawmakers told the
business and transportation
experts tasked with vetting
and recommending ideas to
solve the Oregon Department
of Transportation’s impending
funding shortfall.

For a third year in a row,
lawmakers in January will
meet in Salem knowing the
state’s transportation agency
can’t afford to maintain its
current services levels with-
out new funding.

But this time, lawmakers
hope they’ll have a clearer,
sustainable plan with guid-
ance from Gov. Tina Kotek’s
12-member “Rebuilding
our Transportation Vision”
workgroup. In its third meet-
ing, the workgroup Tuesday
invited seven lawmakers for
a roundtable to reflect on past
legislative mistakes and the
policy ideas they think could
reach across party lines.

“I’'m looking for something
that can garner not just the
majority, but something close

to a consensus and to do so in
a bipartisan way,” said Rep.
David Gomberg, D-Otis.

Sens. Anthony Broadman,
D-Bend; Khahn Pham,
D-Portland; Chris Gorsek,
D-Gresham; and Bruce Starr,
R-Dundee and Reps. Susan
McLain, D-Forest Grove and
Mark Gamba, D-Milwaukie,
joined Gomberg.

Starr, the lone Republican
lawmaker on the panel, said
he was encouraged by his
colleagues’ bipartisan goals.

“I'm really hopeful that the
work that you’ll do will help
to inform a bipartisan consen-
sus-based package that comes
forward potentially, but let’s
not kid ourselves about the
challenges facing us,” he told
the workgroup.

After Democrats in a fall
2025 special session passed a
scaled-down, highly unpopu-
lar transportation plan to
raise $4.3 million over the
next decade, Starr along-
side Rep. Ed Diehl, R-Scio
and Taxpayer Association
of Oregon founder Jason
Williams spearheaded a peti-
tion that successfully blocked
hikes to the gas tax and other
transportation fees after a ref-
erendum vote in May.

We provide high quality
well and water pump services

Dave’s Pump, Inc. is a family owned business

whose dedic
providing
meet all of

tion and p

ssion is about
ent solutions to

our water supply needs.

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

Oregonians overwhelm-
ingly voted against those tax
and fee hikes, and the state’s
massive transportation agency
still doesn’t have a permanent
director, Starr reminded the
group. The agency is on its
second interim director after
former director Kris Strickler
retired from the public sector
last year.

Oregon lawmakers brain-
storm ways to relieve gas tax
reliance

Many lawmakers agreed
that Oregon’s transportation
system overrelies on the gas
tax.

Half of the money raised
from the gas tax goes to the
state, and the remaining is
split between cities and coun-
ties. But as more Oregonians
drive electric vehicles and
the cost of transportation
materials and labor increases,
the state and localities have
gradually collected less rev-
enue from the gas tax despite
fuel-efficient vehicles contrib-
uting to the wear and tear of
public roads.

Democrats suggested
indexing the gas tax so it’s
proportional to inflation, tax-
ing the sale of new vehicles
or drivers who buy a new car
worth more than $75,000.
Another suggestion was find-
ing a way to tax tourists who
contribute to wear and tear on
state roads.

The workgroup and law-
makers also concluded that
Oregon’s transportation
agency has too much respon-
sibility on its hands and not
enough money. Both Starr
and Gomberg poked at the
idea of splitting some of the
department’s responsibilities
into their own agencies.

“I think we need to reimag-
ine the department of trans-
portation,” Starr said. “Does
it make sense to have DMV
as part of the department of
transportation? Does it make
sense to have a rail division
as part of the transportation
department? You can pull out
rail and transit as a separate
standalone agency. I think we
need to think about those big-
ger questions.”

Many in the roundtable
supported the idea of imple-
menting road user charges, or

See PLAN, Page 6
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GUEST COLUMN

Cottage Grove Garbage Service
responds to Lane County

TIM ALVERSON
Cottage Grove Guest Column

ottage Grove Garbage

Service is responding
to recent statements by Lane
County suggesting that the
company that serves as the
franchised hauler for the City
of Cottage Grove “refuses”
to dispose of solid waste
collected within the City
of Cottage Grove at Lane
County’s Short Mountain
Landfill and implying that
this decision is a contributing
factor to reductions in County
services caused by a budget
deficit.

That characterization
omits an important fact:
Lane County’s disposal
fees are approximately 36
percent higher than the dis-
posal option Cottage Grove
Garbage Service currently
uses for solid waste generated
in the City of Cottage Grove.

Cottage Grove Garbage
Service has a responsibility
to provide reliable and cost-
effective service to its cus-
tomers. The financial benefit
of using a lower-cost disposal
option is passed on to the
ratepayers within the City of
Cottage Grove.

The decision to utilize a
more economical disposal
option is not a refusal to

support Lane County. It is
a responsible business deci-
sion made in the interest

of the customers we serve
which include Lane County
residents, businesses and
non-profits.

When a public disposal
facility charges substantially
more than available alterna-
tives, waste haulers with
access to lawful and econom-
ically viable disposal options
must consider those alterna-
tives. Lane County’s pricing
decisions have made Short
Mountain less competitive for
haulers that have other dis-
posal choices.

It is therefore misleading to
suggest that haulers choosing
lower-cost disposal options
are responsible for Lane
County’s budget challenges
without acknowledging the
significant difference in dis-
posal costs that influenced
those decisions.

Lane County establishes its
own disposal rates and man-
ages its own budget. Cottage
Grove Garbage Service
does not set Lane County’s
disposal fees, nor does it
control the County’s financial
decisions.

We believe the public
deserves a complete explana-
tion of this issue.

The central question is not
why Cottage Grove Garbage
Service would choose a law-
ful disposal option that costs
approximately 36 percent less
and benefits local ratepayers.
The appropriate question is
why Lane County’s disposal
rates have become suffi-
ciently uncompetitive that
haulers with other options are
economically incentivized to
take their waste elsewhere.

Cottage Grove Garbage
Service remains committed to
providing dependable service
while responsibly manag-
ing costs on behalf of the
residents and businesses of
Cottage Grove.

We welcome a factual and
transparent discussion about
waste disposal costs, County
policies, and the decisions
that affect local ratepay-
ers. That discussion should
include all relevant facts and
should not place responsibil-
ity for Lane County’s budget
challenges on businesses that
make lawful and financially
responsible decisions that
benefit the customers they
serve.

Tim Alverson is the
General Manager/Owner
of Cottage Grove Garbage
Service.

LETTERTO THE EDITOR

Thank you, Oregon

Dear Oregonians

want to thank you for

doing your part in this
year’s Primary Election— for
casting your ballot and mak-
ing your voice heard. Thank
you for participating in our
democracy.

Voting is safe and conve-
nient here in Oregon thanks
to our vote-by-mail system.
We consistently have some of
the highest voter turnout in
the country because of it, and
this election was no excep-
tion. More than 1.28 million
eligible Oregonians voted in
this year’s primary. That’s the
highest turnout we’ve ever
seen in a midterm primary
election.

And with several important
measures and candidate races
on the ballot, Oregonians
showed up to shape the
future of their communities
and our state. Together, you
decided who we’ll see on the

November ballot and helped
chart the course Oregon will
take in the years ahead.

I cannot overstate how
meaningful that is.

Voting is how we hold
politicians accountable. It’s
how we elect representatives
to advocate for our communi-
ties. It’s how we shape the
future of our state, and our
country.

Your vote is your power.

That’s exactly why our
most fundamental right-has
come under increasing attack
in recent months.

We’ve seen unconstitu-
tional executive orders that
threaten the integrity of our
elections get issued. We’ve
seen lawsuits aimed at under-
mining vote-by-mail get filed.
We’ve seen repeated efforts
aimed at making Americans
question whether their vote
truly matters.

But our democracy holds
strong.

We’ve gotten a lot of great
news in the past few weeks,
and I hope you’ll take a
moment to read more on that
below, but here’s the bottom
line: your vote matters, and
you can trust that it will be
counted this November.

Just remember to vote
early, and use an official
ballot drop box whenever
possible.

As we ring out our nation’s
250th anniversary, the
semiquincentennial, we’re
reminded that the work of
building a more perfect union
belongs to all of us.

Every election provides us
with another opportunity to
do that work together, and I
look forward to joining you
in that effort this November.

Sincerely,

Tobias Read

Oregon Secretary of State

<
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COMMENTARY

Two simple prosperity proposals

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Not everything in the
newly-released report of the
Governor’s Prosperity Council
is uncontroversial, or should
be, or points specifically to
major systemic problems
that limit Oregon’s economic
growth.

But some do. Two general
proposals especially, which
may at first sound almost like
anodyne boilerplate, seem
on reflection like matters of
real significance and specific
relevance to the way Oregon
works, or doesn’t.

And in theory at least, both
ought not to be non-contro-
versial because they touch on
matters of simple competence
and fairness.

Gov. Tina Kotek formed
the 15-member council, which
includes a number of busi-
ness leaders around the state,
in January to “recommend
actionable steps to accelerate
Oregon’s economy, create good
paying jobs, and recruit and
grow Oregon’s businesses.

It didn’t stint on recom-
mendations: The report runs
452 pages. Some of its ideas
are very specific, such as those
concerning taxes and spend-
ing, and some still seem a little
more vague, even if numbers
are attached (such as a recom-
mendation to reduce regula-
tions by a set percentage, with-
out more specificity on which
regulations exactly should be
dropped).

But at least two ideas have
deeper implications for the way
things are or should be done in
Oregon.

The topline for the first:
"The state should transform
Business Oregon [a state
economic development orga-
nization] into the Oregon
Commerce Authority, governed
by a board of business and
innovation leaders and the
Governor ...”

Which sounds like: “Great,
let’s set up a committee and
slap a new name on it.”

Except that’s not what the
report was getting at. (The
new name would be beside
the point.) There’s an under-
lying problem in Oregon’s
economic development system

Saving more 50%
Spending more 50%
Both 0%

this proposal is designed to
address:

“More than 850 organiza-
tions make up Oregon’s eco-
nomic development system,
all broadly focused on busi-
ness growth and job creation.
However, consistent collabora-
tion around shared priorities
is the exception, not the norm.
For businesses of all sizes, this
fragmentation can make it dif-
ficult to identify a clear entry
point, navigate available pro-
grams, or receive coordinated
support.”

The simple number of 850
economic development orga-
nizations in Oregon suggests
the issue: Clearly the problem
doesn’t involve inadequate
resources or effort, but rather
the lack of a unified effort. If
Oregon’s economic develop-
ment efforts are that fractured,
that incoherent, there should
be little argument the system
presents a real handicap to eco-
nomic growth.

The point of the Authority
would be to place someone in
actual charge, someone set-
ting a consistent approach and
message and harnessing the
grab-bag of small pieces into a
larger, comprehensive effort.

It went on: “The Authority
should establish measurable
statewide economic develop-
ment goals and maintain a pub-
lic-facing dashboard tracking
key metrics such as business
growth, job creation, project
timelines, regional investment,
customer response times, and
economic competitiveness out-
comes to improve transparency
and accountability ...”

Simple provision of coordi-
nation and competence could
help quite a bit. It’s not that
all those people working in
economic development aren’t
capable; lots of them surely
are. But if they’re not working
together, the state isn’t going to
get traction from them.

The argument for the second
point may be a little less clear
cut for some people, but the
underlying principle should not
be: Justice delayed is justice
denied.

This relates to the state’s
overall system — not so much
its content, but its process —
of regulation. The Council said

that people commenting on it
around the state said much of
the statewide regulatory system
is “fragmented, lengthy, incon-
sistent, and costly.”

That assessment probably
wouldn’t draw a serious argu-
ment broadly around the state,
and across a large number of
agencies, and it would apply to
individuals and non-profits as
well, and really almost anyone
other than people trying to use
the flaws in the cumbersome
system to achieve a result not
through merit but through
wearing down the opposition.

Those too-frequent realities
of the system build distrust
generally in government sys-
tems, and ought to be some-
thing advocates of government
action would want to address
as well.

The proposed solutions
involve setting action deadlines
and even penalties for unnec-
essary delays: “The process
should prevent projects from
being delayed indefinitely and
should include accountability
measures such as public report-
ing and partial fee refunds
when deadlines are missed.”

The idea is for greater
efficiency and timeliness in
addressing regulatory issues,
not merely as an aspiration but
backed up with legal teeth and
top-level enforcement. A more
rigorous system surely would
provide economic benefits, but
the positive implications would
ripple beyond that.

These are things a governor
and Legislature should be able
easily to do. They seem clear
and obvious enough, and the
benefits seem direct enough if
the rules are strong enough and
they are enforced from the top
down.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/07/02/two-sim-
ple-prosperity-proposals/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne Terry
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Quote of the Week

“Innovation distinguishes
between a leader and a

follower.”

Steve Jobs
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BREAKFAST

From Page 5

approximately 25 volunteers
to produce. Four generations
of the McDonald family
now participate, reflecting
the deep roots the event has
grown over time.

The shopping list alone
shows the scale of the work.
Volunteers prepare 190 dozen
eggs, 14 hams, 36 cases of
pancake mix, six cases of
regular syrup, six bottles
of sugar free syrup, 140
ten ounce cans of orange
juice concentrate and three
3-pound cans of Folgers cof-
fee, which brews about 50
gallons.

Over the two decades
before the pandemic, atten-
dance averaged around 850
people per year, and some
years approached 1,000.
McDonald estimates the crew
served 68,000 pancakes dur-
ing that period. One year,

a hungry young man took
full advantage of the all you
can eat tradition and ate 27
pancakes.
KEEPING THE
TRADITION
ALIVE THROUGH
CHALLENGES

The pandemic forced the
club to cancel the public
breakfast in 2020 and 2021,

but members refused to break
the tradition. A small group
drove up the mountain and
shared breakfast together to
keep the unbroken streak of
eating breakfast on the third
Sunday in July.

In 2024, a forest fire
forced another last-minute
change. With food purchased
to feed 1,000 people, the
club quickly relocated to the
Cottage Grove High School
parking lot. Thanks to the
South Lane School District,
volunteers were able to serve
breakfast in town. The pivot
allowed the event to continue
and gave some diners their
first chance to attend after
years of wanting to make the
trip up the mountain. That
now remains Plan B if condi-
tions force the event to stay
in town.

WHY PEOPLE KEEP
COMING BACK

Sunkler said the breakfast
is special because of the vol-
unteers who make it happen.
The work is demanding, from
hauling equipment up and
down the mountain to stand-
ing on their feet for hours,
but the camaraderie keeps the
tradition strong.

“Our club members are
some of the nicest and most
hardworking, history loving
volunteers I know,” he said.
“First and foremost, we are

committed to have a good
time together and that spirit
of fun spreads to our guests
who also stand for a long
time to get up to the cook-
shack for their food.”

The scenic alpine setting
is part of the appeal. “And
hey, where can you drive to
around here and eat breakfast
at 5,000 feet?” he added.

PREPARING FOR A
BIG TURNOUT

The club is prepared to
serve 1,000 people this
year and hopes for a strong
turnout. Sunkler says the
weather looks favorable and
volunteers are ready. Many
will arrive Friday and stay
through the weekend, enjoy-
ing the scenery and the fel-
lowship that has always been
part of the event.

The cookshack crew heats
up the griddles before dawn
and turn them off after 1 p.m.
Pancakes, eggs, ham, juice
and coffee make up the tradi-
tional menu, and volunteers
move with practiced effi-
ciency to serve the long line
of guests who arrive through-
out the morning. An estimate
suggests the all-you-can-eat
flapjacks deal means the club
has served tens of thousands
of flapjacks to their hungry
guests since 1964.

A COMMUNITY
RITUAL THAT ENDURES

The Miners Breakfast on
the Mountain remains one of
Cottage Grove’s most recog-
nizable traditions. It blends
history, hospitality and the
shared experience of gather-
ing in a place that has meant
something to generations of
local families. For Sunkler
and the volunteers who make
it happen, the goal is simple,
welcome people to the moun-
tain, serve a hearty breakfast

Courtesy from Greg Lee Photography
Making the trek to the Bohemia Mining District to enjoy the Miners Break-
fast on the Mountain is a not-to-be-missed family tradition for generations
regional families.

and keep a tradition alive that
has endured for more than
sixty years.

WHEN: 6 am. to | p.m.
Sunday, July 19

WHERE: Bohemia Saddle
Park, Bohemia Mining
District, 38 miles southeast of
Cottage Grove

COST: Adults 15 dollars,
Kids ages 3 to 12 ten dollars,
Kids under 3 free (cash only)

MENU: All you can eat
flapjacks, eggs, ham, juice
and coffee

DIRECTIONS: Drive
east on Row River Road and
follow the signs, do not use
GPS A map is available at
www.spiritofbmd.com

FYI: Event memorabilia
will be for sale. For more
information call Cindy at
541-915-0113

PLAN

From Page 4

charging drivers based on the
number of miles they travel
rather than the amount of
fuel they purchase.

Some shared concerns
about how the state would
track people’s vehicle mile-
age and privacy concerns
without creating more
bureaucracy. Those concerns,
Starr said, can be addressed
if the state were to contract
with an outside vendor.

The state already offers
electric vehicle drivers the
option to pay per mile or pay
higher fees at registration
to account for not paying a
gas tax.

Oregon lawmakers reflect
on transportation funding
mistakes

Lawmakers emphasized
the need to introduce their
transportation funding leg-
islation much earlier in the
process than they did in
2025.

“The bill has to come
out at the end of January,

beginning of February,”
Gamba said. “That’s how
early so that we have the
time to work it through it.”

Lawmakers and work-
group members also agreed
that a new transportation
funding package shouldn’t
commit to projects before
having an accurate cost
estimate, pointing to the
uncompleted Interstate 5
Rose Quarter and Interstate
205 Abernethy Bridge proj-
ects met with staggering cost
overruns surpassing initial
legislative estimates.

“I"d like to see that to
make sure that we can really
make sure we’re preserving
our existing road system first
before we over commit our
state and then our debt and
bond capacity,” Pham said.

Broadman said he sees
2027 as a clean slate for law-
makers to address the state’s
transportation woes.

“I would love to leave the
politics of 2025 behind,” he
said. “I don’t want to leave
the work behind.”

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/07/07/
oregon-lawmakers-say-

on Tuesday, July 7, 2026.

theyll-prioritize-bipartisan-
ship-in-2027-transportation-
funding-plan/
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available
Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ

33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 ¢ Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

9am - Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. » 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages
welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday - 8 am & 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by
appointment

BuRBACK

Spirit of Bohemia Mining

Days Executive Director

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am

All Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH

820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: James D. Boram

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

541-942-2373

Pastor: John Westhafer

Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
TLC Groups

tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033
Worship 10am

umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

7585 4th S * 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &
CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this
worship directory, contact us today!

From Page 1

and gives a boost to our local
economy.”

Matthew Hewlett said the

selection of Burback as this

year’s Grand Marshal was
straightforward.

“Garland Burback is one of

the reasons Spirit of Bohemia

lr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

No tiny buttons. No apps.

Call 844-387-1163

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

A safe

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-888-473-1933

- %1,500 OFF

b
'y

BATH CONCEPTS
AUTHORIZED
DEALER

*Includes labor and produc; bathtub, shower or walkin fub and wall surround. This pro-
mfion cannot be combined with any othr ofe. Othe rsticions may apply. This ofer
expires 9/30/26. Each dealrship s independently owned and operated. **Third party
inancing i avelobl for hose customers who qualfy/Partcipaing deolers ony. Ses your
ALL
ﬁow (844) 847-9778 eler fordeals. ©2026 B Concepts Industres.

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

PLUS

financing for 12 Months*

Mining Days exists today,”
Hewlett said. “He was part of
the miracle that allowed the
60th Anniversary tribute to
happen in 2024 after it was
officially cancelled.”

Hewlett said Burback’s
support went beyond
encouragement.

“He wrote the check that
paid for the liability insurance
that allowed our hastily orga-
nized effort to go forward. So
be sure to give him a thank
you wave when he passes by
on Saturday morning.”

Burback’s selection rec-
ognizes a lifetime of service,
leadership, and quiet dedica-
tion to the community he
loves. On Saturday morning,
he will lead the parade he
has supported for decades,
carrying forward the tradi-
tion he and his family helped
strengthen for generations.

Read more about the
Bohemia Mining Days in a
special section in this edition
of the Cottage Grove Sentinel.

PoLICE

From Page 1

individuals with Criminal
Mischief in the First Degree
(ORS 164.365) and Criminal
Mischief in the Second
Degree (ORS 164.354).

CGPD investigators are
asking anyone who may have
any information regarding
these ongoing incidents, to
contact the CGPD non-emer-
gency dispatch line at 541-
942-9145, ext. 1.

Follow developments online
at cgsentinel.com and in the
Wednesday print editions of
The Sentinel.
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700
MISC SERVICES

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New

or remodel, decks, siding, windows,

doors, shops, fences, 541-913-1541
cchi# 239015

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.

Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call Audien

1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and text,

starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Qall VS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! all
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call Freedom(are now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
qar, truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text

and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power

0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as
one day. Fora limited time, waiving

ALL installation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-

tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with
aGenerac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. Gall
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a generator. Its a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and
home systems like heating and cooling
c@an be costly. Ahome warranty plan
c@an help. Start saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCl
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Gall Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call

1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours indude accommodations,

transportation, baggage handling,
sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and select meals.
For a limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.

pportunities
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“I don’t have pet peeves
like some people. I have
whole kennels of
irritation.”

— Whoopi Goldberg

£ 2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc
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GMC ¢ Chervolet ¢ Chevy Trucke

2775 Row River Rd * 541-942-4415

COTTAGE GROVE

CHEVROLET, INC.

SALES & SERVICE

ERY OF SERVICE

ABATEMENT

HEATING 8 A/C

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold
Residential & Commercial

« Asbestos « LEAD - Mold

Serving the
@
Abatement & Inspections

Willamette Valley
for over 30 Years.
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

Free Estimates
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial ,‘.}mﬂ'

541-942-8577

ALPINE

CCB#193586.

Heating & Air Conditioning

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC,

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONG TERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shally Desreant - inclapandsnl Agant

Over 30 Years Experience

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

541-743-1331

o
Oregon Life Homes
f" N\ 603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470
Al
el Building stronger communities

ORE??';{, through home ownership.

a-ge{.‘i; Eadfrﬁ T

n‘H:rF

[

W
: 86 Palmer Ave,
IE“:! r.'Ej{l o, DR’_.“ Tdyd

|
B oL e By adschievyicom

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

PRORERTY MANAGEMENT

=

Realty

REAL ESTATE + PROPERTY MGMT
WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COM
Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street [E
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 L=

1S

MLS

FOUNTAIN (HUTTERS uc

Quality Service & Installation * Repairs
Seamless 5" K-Style « Pre-painted Steel * Colors
Free Estimates * Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515

Licensed * Bonded * Insured « CCB# 169540

541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WW W.nolnorthwest.com

noRTHWESY 0
Family owned and operated for over 40 years!

Licensed —-Bonded -Insured o ccb #107081
Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
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Summer of swim for Cottage Grove

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

If you’re looking to escape
the heat this summer, you can
dive into the pool at Warren
H. Daugherty Aquatic Center,
where there is no shortage of
fun on the calendar in July
and August.

Rebecca Ramirez is the
Aquatic Coordinator for the
facility, and she’s excited
about a lot of what’s going
on this summer.

One of the most popular is
the developmental program
for kids from third grade
through high school. It’s a
program offered throughout
the school year, but due to
demand, they also offer it
during the summer.

“They do swimming and
water polo. It is wonderful. It
is six weeks at a time, so the
summer session has already
started, but it’s only $20 for
the whole time,” Ramirez
said. “They also have swim
meets that they’re going to
be going to as well. So, that’s
one of our really fun pro-
grams that we have.”

The program is set to be
offered four days a week,
and Ramirez said about 25
kids are signed up, but there’s
plenty of room for more to
join. Ramirez said that num-
ber is in line with the typical
turnout for the developmental
program. However, it usually
depends on how many people
show up in a given week,

considering that summer is a
popular time to travel.

Something that Ramirez is
excited about this summer is
the Sea Stars program, which
is new this year.

“That is for children that
are neurodivergent, or autis-
tic. And they come in and
get one-on-one instruction
on water safety and floating
and things like that,” Ramirez
said. “For the Sea Stars, it’s
only on Fridays, and you
sign up each Friday, and right
now, I’'m not full all the way,
so we can always take more,
but you can register on our
website.”

The goal is to “give as
many children the embracing
and freeing experience that
only water can provide.” It’s
a cool program that aims to
be an inclusive opportunity
for children ages 6-17.

Another new Friday
program is the Adult Water
Confidence course.

“It’s essentially like swim
lessons for adults; so for peo-
ple that maybe don’t know
how to swim but want to go
out and be safe,” Ramirez
said. “We have an instructor
that does one-on-ones with
groups of people, and I think
we take up to 10 people
in that. And that’s walk-in
basis.”

These new programs aim
to make the pool accessible
to all, young and old, regard-
less of their comfort level in
the water.

While there’s tons of fun
programming going on,
Ramirez wanted to make
sure people know there are
extended recreational swim
hours at the pool for the
summer. Throughout the
year, recreational swim is
offered at night on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday, from
6:45-8:15, but during the
summer, the aquatic center
is offering additional time on
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

“We have recreational dur-
ing the summer on Tuesdays
and Thursdays between 1 and
2:30. So during the days if
you want to bring your kid
in on Tuesday and Thursday,
that would be a great time to
do that,” Ramirez said.

The aquatic center is more
than just a swimming pool:
it’s a place where people can
come create community, exer-
cise, and enjoy themselves.
Ramirez said many adults
and seniors come in and
use the pool as part of their
routines and lives. There are
plenty of programs running,
and Ramirez said attendance
has been rising in recent
years, with anywhere from 12
to 25 people in these classes.
There are also opportunities
for independent workouts,
and those tend to fill up as
well.

Ramirez said that the folks
who come to Warren H.
Daugherty Aquatic Center
aren’t just people from
Cottage Grove; there are also
people from Pleasant Hill,

Eugene, Springfield, and
beyond.

“It’s been a really good
community, and everyone
seems to enjoy each other,
and they socialize, and it
gives them a place to come
and exercise and be social all
at the same time,” Ramirez
said. “We’re doing great here,

Courtesy photo from the South Lane School District Facebook page
Warren H. Daugherty Aquatic Center is located at 1440 S 8th St. in Cottage
Grove.

and everything is going really
well at the pool.”

While there’s plenty of fun
in store, one important set
of dates to keep in mind is
when the pool will be closed
from July 31 until August 16.
During that period, the pool
will be drained, and they will
perform routine maintenance,

including addressing rust
issues in the lap pool.

Other than that two-week
closure, the fun won’t be
stopping any time soon, and
Ramirez hopes the commu-
nity will come out and take
advantage of all the available
opportunities.

Oregonians love their state

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregonians deeply value
their state parks, are increas-
ingly noticing signs of wear
across the park system and
support exploring additional
ways to provide stable, long-
term funding, according
to a new statewide survey
released by Environment
Oregon.

The findings were released
along with a national
Investing in Nature report,
which examines maintenance
backlog trends and how
states are addressing those
backlogs.

With more than 250 parks
spanning 113,000 acres
— including over 50 camp-
grounds — Oregon’s park
system offers something for
every kind of outdoor enthu-
siast, according to the report.
In 2024 alone, the parks
welcomed more than 53 mil-
lion daytime visitors and 2.8
million overnight campers,
consistently ranking among
the top 10 most-visited state
park systems in the nation.
Oregonians’ enduring love for
these special places is clear:
Our parks aren’t just popu-
lar — they are among the
state’s most cherished public
treasures.

“Oregonians love their
state parks —that’s the mes-
sage that came through
loud and clear in our sur-
vey,” Environment Oregon
Conservation Advocate Justin

Boyles said. “Whatever dif-
ferences we may have, our
state parks provide common
ground we can all stand on,
together.”

Over the past two years,
Environment Oregon traveled
across the state hosting com-
munity events and talking
with Oregonians, particularly
in the rural communities
closest to many of Oregon’s
state parks. Surveying more
than 1,000 people in and
around state parks and online
throughout 2025 and early
2026, with nearly half of
respondents coming from
rural communities.

Oregon’s state parks cur-
rently face an estimated $345
million deferred maintenance
backlog while continuing to
manage rising operating costs
and record visitation, accord-
ing to the Environmental
Oregon report. The new
national Investing in Nature
report found a similar picture
of aging infrastructure and
growing maintenance back-
logs at state parks across the
country.

“The survey tells us
Oregonians not only love
these places, they also want
to ensure they’re protected
for future generations,”
Boyles said. “We hope this
survey will encourage legisla-
tors to provide stable funding
for our parks, long into the
future.”

Oregon Parks and
Recreation Department

parks according to survey

Courtesy photo

The proposed ordinance will be reviewed at the Toledo City Council regular meeting scheduled for 6
p.m. July 15, and through the Zoom video meeting platform. Meeting details are available at https://to-
ledoor.portal.civicclerk.com/

(OPRD) is primarily funded
through a combination of
state lottery revenue, user
fees and other income.
According to OPRD’s 2025-
27 biennial budget, those
sources account for 91% of
their revenue, while a com-
bination of Oregonians’ tax
dollars from the general fund
(2%) and federal grants (7%),
make up the remainder.

This is an agency tasked
with “providing and pro-
tecting outstanding natural,
scenic, cultural, historic

and recreational sites for
the enjoyment and educa-
tion of present and future
generations” — operating on
a budget of less than $200
million annually, where less
than $4 million comes from
Oregonians’ tax dollars, the
Environment Oregon report
states.

REPORT CONCLUSION

Oregon’s state parks are a
defining part of what makes
our state special. From the
coast to the high desert, these
places offer Oregonians a

shared inheritance of natural
beauty, recreation, and ref-
uge. The findings of this
survey confirm what many
already know intuitively:
Oregonians deeply value their
state parks, visit them often,
and overwhelmingly believe
they are worth protecting.
Across geography, back-
ground, and patterns of use,
respondents consistently rated
Oregon’s parks highly and
identified natural preservation
as the most important part of
OPRD’s mission.

The survey results show
strong, consistent support for
a proven alternative: Offering
residents the opportunity to
support state parks through
a voluntary, vehicle-registra-
tion-based program. Across
urban, suburban and rural
respondents, nearly half said
they would be “very likely”
to participate.

See the full report at:

https://environmenta-
merica.orgloregon/resources/
oregon-state-parks-survey/

5% OFF

Any service with coupon

Schedule your appointment Today!
I Not Valid on any service Exceeding S100

Notvalid with any other offer.
| BT People Really Make The Difference! I
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Oregon to receive over S52M to support vital services

STAFF REPORT

Counties throughout
Oregon, including Lane
County, will receive a com-
bined total of $52,016,022 in
Payments in Lieu of Taxes
(PILT) funding for 2026,
according to Oregon’s U.S.
Senators Jeff Merkley and
Ron Wyden.

Lane County will receive
$3,573,364.

Because local governments
cannot tax federal lands,

annual PILT funding helps
to defray the costs associated
with maintaining important
community services in coun-
ties with federal lands.

“Rural communities
shouldn’t have to wonder if
they will have the resources
they need to pay for essential
services and infrastructure,”
Merkley said.

Merkley serves as Ranking
Member of the Interior-
Environment Appropriations
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Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

V4 FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Subcommittee which funds
PILT.

“PILT funds schools, fire-
fighters, law enforcement,
and road construction—I'1l
keep working to fully fund
PILT so communities and
families across Oregon have
the resources they need to
thrive,” he said.

“At a time when local
budgets throughout Oregon
are tight, it’s more important
than ever to provide these
federal investments that sup-
port public education, public
safety and transportation
statewide,” Wyden said. “I'm
glad these resources are head-
ing to make our state an even
better place to live and work,
and I'll keep battling both to
protect and to strengthen this
lifeline.”

PILT compensates counties
for tax-exempt federal lands
administered by federal agen-
cies, including the Bureau of

Land Management, Bureau
of Reclamation, National
Park Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the U.S.
Forest Service, and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.
Payments are calculated
based on the number of acres
of federal land within each
county or jurisdiction and the
population of that county or
jurisdiction.

Individual payments may
vary from year to year as
a result of changes in acre-
age data, prior-year federal
revenue-sharing payments
reported annually by the
governor of each state, and
inflationary adjustments using
the Consumer Price Index
and population data.

Senators Merkley and
Wyden said they continue
to monitor PILT allocations
closely and will continue
to ensure fair payments for
every county.
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