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Main Street rebuild reaches finish 
line with community celebration

Cottage Grove reached a long 
anticipated milestone on Saturday, 
May 16, with a community celebra-
tion marking the completion of the 
Downtown Revitalization Project, 
which rebuilt five blocks of Main 
Street in the Historic District.

Earlier that morning, the Gran 
Fondo’s 8:30 a.m. mass start sent 
hundreds of colorfully dressed 
cyclists west on Main Street for the 
annual 70 mile ride into the Coast 
Range.

Periods of liquid sunshine punctu-
ated the three and a half hour event 
that began at 11 a.m. and continued 
through 2:30 p.m. It featured live 
music, food, vendors from the 
South Valley Farmers Market, and 
thousands of dollars in raffle prizes 
donated by local businesses. At 
11:30 a.m., well wishers gathered 
at the intersection of Seventh and 
Main to witness three ceremonial 
ribbon cuttings.

The $6.3 million project was 
funded through a $5 million fed-
eral grant from the Economic 
Development Administration, 
awarded through the American 
Rescue Plan, along with a $1.3 mil-
lion local contribution. Construction 
began in February 2025 and 
wrapped up in December, deliver-
ing the district’s first full rebuild in 
more than 50 years.

The ribbon cutting marked the 
culmination of roughly 15 years 
of planning, design and pursuit of 

funding to bring the project to life. 
City leaders and business owners 
say the improvements, new pave-
ment, wider sidewalks, upgraded 
utilities and safer crossings, lay the 
groundwork for renewed investment 
and a more welcoming Main Street.

Public Works Director Faye 
Stewart, who served as the master 
of ceremonies, read from a long 
thank you list of project partners 
and volunteers before outlining the 
day’s activities. The three ribbons 
reflected the groups that carried the 
project from concept to completion. 
The first honored city leadership, 
the second recognized the plan-
ning, engineering and construction 

teams, including representatives 
from LCOG, Branch Engineering 
and Wildish Construction, and the 
third acknowledged the community 
partners and organizations that sup-
ported the project and the day’s 
celebration.

It was also a “ribbon cutting and 
confetti moment” for the Cottage 
Grove Police Department’s new 
bike patrol to make its community 
debut. Officers Blalack, Israel and 
Buckland traveled to Bend, Ore., 
to attend an 8 hour Bike Patrol 
Course hosted by the Bend Police 

Greg Lee Photography
(Top) From left to right, City Manager Mike Sauerwein, EDA Representative Wesley Co-
chran, Public Works Director Faye Stewart and Mayor Candace Solesbee cut one of three 
ceremonial ribbons celebrating the completion of the Main Street Refinement Project. City 
Councilor Randell Lammerman (background) fires a confetti cannon.
(Bottom) CGPD’s new bike patrol made its debut at the May 16 Main Street Dedication Cel-
ebration. Officers Buckland and Blalack pose with Public Works Director Faye Stewar.

The Cottage Grove City Budget 
Committee has closed its final 
meeting with a series of amend-
ments that restored funding for 
community use of the warm water 
therapy pool, added money back 
into library staffing, and approved 
a recommendation for the city 
council to adopt the 2026 27 bud-
get at its June 22 meeting. 

The decisions came after weeks 
of public testimony, a town hall, 
and repeated warnings from city 
leaders that the general fund is 
under long-term pressure.

Prior to the committee’s discus-
sion several citizens spoke in sup-
port of reallocating funds to the 
library and one speaker described 
how rate hikes on the utility bill 
will be a financial hardship for 
her and others on fixed incomes.

GENERAL FUND 
PRESSURE

Due to property tax limitations, 
the inflationary costs for wages, 
materials and services keep rising 
faster than the city’s fixed rate 
that feeds the general fund. police 
and library services consume 
nearly all of that revenue each 
year. Budget Committee Chair 
Greg Ervin opened the meeting 
by describing the situation as a 
structural problem that has been 
building for years.

Ervin said expenditures have 
been outpacing revenue and the 
city cannot collect additional rev-
enue through traditional means.

“The city is now forced to 
address long standing issues more 
quickly than expected,” he said. 
“The community created a charter 
that promises good roads, police 
services, clean water, sanitation, 
parks and a library, but the cost of 
providing those services contin-
ues to rise faster than the money 
available to pay for them.”

Ervin said the city has tried to 
shift some administrative costs 
out of the General Fund and into 
the utilities to better align the 
cost of services with the depart-
ments that use them. He said the 
allocation was a first attempt and 
that the city will conduct a more 
detailed time tracking analysis 
next year. Even with that shift, 
he said the committee still had to 
decide how to fund services that 
residents consider essential. He 
told the committee, “We are at a 
crossroads.”

POOL FUNDING 
RETURNED

The annual contribution to the 
school district owned pool and 
the library became the two most 
debated issues of the budget cycle. 
Both had been targeted for signifi-
cant cuts in the proposed budget 
presented by city staff. The staff 
proposal removed the City’s con-
tribution to the pool and reduced 
the library’s personnel budget by 

Budget 
committee 
sends 
balanced 
budget to 
council for 
approval

Cottage Grove Garbage Service outlines recycling changes

From kitchen counters to curbside 
carts, Cottage Grove residents will 
soon sort their recycling a little dif-
ferently as Oregon launches a state-
wide list of what can and cannot 
go in the bin. The statewide update 
aims to make recycling easier to 
understand and more uniform across 
the state.

Oregon lawmakers passed the 
Recycling Modernization Act dur-
ing the 2021 legislative session as 
Senate Bill 582, and Governor Kate 
Brown signed it into law on August 
6, 2021. According to the Oregon 
Department of Environmental 
Quality, the law was designed 
to create a Uniform Statewide 
Collection List, reduce contamina-
tion, improve recycling system 
efficiency and require producers to 
share responsibility for managing 
packaging and paper products.

IMPACTS OF NEW LAW
According to its most recent 

report in 2022, the Oregon 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) reported approxi-
mately 1.7 million tons of material 
was collected statewide. That total 

includes recycling, composting and 
other forms of material recovery 
across all 35 “wastesheds”. Lane 
County contributed significantly 
to that total. The county generated 
603,846 tons of material and recov-
ered roughly 319,000 tons, giving it 
a 52.9 percent recovery rate, one of 
the highest in the state. Local offi-
cials say the numbers reflect strong 
participation from residents and 
businesses, along with long standing 
regional investments in waste reduc-
tion and reuse programs.

According to a DEQ video, the 
new law is based on studies and 
discussions among stakeholders in 
Oregon’s recycling industry. The 
outcomes include the creation of 
one statewide collection list and 
increased public awareness of what 
can and cannot be recycled. The 
law created a system that meets the 
needs of unserved and underserved 

Courtesy photo
Cottage Grove Garbage Ser-
vice has produced this new 
Recycling Guide for custom-
ers.
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POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter relates 

to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 
POLICE 

 
MONDAY, MAY 11

08:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block E. Main St.

08:35: Wanted subject, 600 
block Birch Ave.

10:13: Fire, 1300 block 
Elm Ave.

10:33: Welfare check, 700 
block E. Main St.

10:56: Menacing, 1300 
block Daugherty Ave.

14:54: Abandoned vehicle, 
8th/Pierce

16:12: Fire, 100 block 
Village Dr.

16:24: Motor vehicle crash, 
Row River Rd/Cedar Park Rd

16:57: Warrant service, 400 
block E. Main St.

18:22: Juvenile trouble, 
1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

20:48: Disturbance, 1200 
block Hwy 99

21:38: Trespass, 1700 
block Parks Rd.

22:03: Trespass, 34000 
block Garoutte Rd.

TUESDAY, MAY 12
03:29: Welfare check, 1500 

block Village Dr.
07:56: Abandoned vehicle, 

Birch/J
10:40: Attempted theft, 700 

block N. 16th St.
10:59: Trespass, 1000 

block Hwy 99
11:03: Suspicious vehicle, 

32000 block Cleveland St.
12:48: Vicious dog, 32000 

block McKinley Ave.
18:18: Abandoned vehicle, 

800 block N. 19th St.
18:31: Found property, 

1500 block S. 4th St.
22:46: Suspicious vehicle, 

1200 block E. Main St.
23:04: Disturbance, 77000 

block Hwy 99
23:24: Warrant service, 400 

block E. Main St.
23:26: Agency assist, 

77000 block Hwy 99

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13
00:08: Alarm, 1500 block 

Gateway Blvd.
04:10: Alarm, 1500 block 

Gateway Blvd.
04:53: Suspicious condi-

tion, 1200 block S. 13th St.
07:20: Suspicious condi-

tion, 1600 block Samuel Dr.
09:36: Abandoned vehicle, 

16th/Ostrander
10:52: Warrant service, 400 

block E. Main St.
14:29: Abandoned vehicle, 

600 block Johnson Ave.
15:37: Suspicious vehicle, 

32000 block Cleveland St.
15:46: Motor vehicle crash, 

1400 block Girard Ave.
19:30: Suspicious condi-

tion, 1800 block E. Main St.

THURSDAY, MAY 14
02:30: Suspicious subject, 

2500 block E. Main St.
02:49: Disturbance, 1200 

block Gateway Blvd.
03:19: Alarm, 3300 block 

Row River Rd.
07:09: Alarm, 1200 block 

Hwy 99
07:38: Suspicious subject, 

1100 block Riverfront Way
08:56: Illegal camping, 200 

block N. 12th St.
09:12: Abandoned vehicle, 

900 block S Court
09:19: Illegal camping, 700 

block E. Main St.
12:04: Dog at large, 

Main/8th

13:32: Drug activity, 1300 
block E. Main St.

14:24: Juvenile trouble, 
1500 block E. Main St.

14:31: Suicidal subject, 
1100 block Hillside Dr.

14:49: Abandoned vehicle, 
Hillside/Parks

17:34: Alarm, 100 block 
Palmer Ave.

18:17: Alarm, 3300 block 
Row River Rd.

20:07: Juvenile trouble, 
700 block South R St.

FRIDAY, MAY 15
00:28: Suspicious vehicle, 

N.River Rd/Bennett Creek Rd
01:12: Harassment, 500 

block N. River Rd.

01:46: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

04:23: Warrant service, 400 
block E. Main St.

09:11: Welfare check, 800 
block Birch Ave.

09:58: Animal info, 900 
block W. Main St.

11:41: Fraud, 200 block 
Grant Ave.

11:59: Fraud, 1000 block 
E. Chadwick Ave.

12:49: Disorderly subject, 
1100 block Lord Ave.

12:57: Agency assist, 1800 
block Marion Way

13:34: Suspicious vehicle, 
1500 block S. 4th St.

17:58: Drug activity, 200 
block Cherry Ct.

22:00: Juvenile trouble, 
900 block S. 8th St.

23:09: Suspicious vehicle, 
100 block S. 10th St.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
01:38: Suspicious vehicle, 

700 block Hwy 99
06:02: Fraud, 400 block E. 

Main St.
07:34: Welfare check, 1300 

block E. Monroe Ave.
07:55: Alarm, 700 block 

Row River Rd.
09:02: Disorderly subject, 

600 block N. 9th St.
09:06: Suspicious condi-

tion, 600 block N. 9th St.
12:43: Disturbance, 32000 

block W. Saginaw Rd.
12:54: Order violation, 

1600 block Daugherty Ave.
13:04: Hit and run, 

Connector
15:02: Juvenile trouble, 

3000 block Row River Rd.
15:59: Abandoned vehicle, 

500 block Adams Ave.

18:11: Warrant service, 700 
block Hwy 99

18:49: Warrant service, 200 
block N. 12th St.

18:49: Reckless driving, 
4th/Hayes

19:39: Agency assist, 3200 
block Arne Ln.

19:50: Warrant service, 
4th/Taylor

20:17: Trespass, 100 block 
Village Dr.

23:28: Fire, 32000 block 
Rachel Rd

SUNDAY, MAY 17
00:39: Suspicious vehicle, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
00:52: Disorderly subject, 

1300 block Pennoyer Ave.
07:20: Drug activity, 400 

block E. Main St.
10:22: Fire, 800 block N. 

19th St.
14:08: Harassment, 1400 

block E. Main St.
15:45: Trespass, 1300 

block E. Main St.
15:51: Fire, 76000 block 

London Rd.
16:07: Wanted subject, 

Main/Gateway
18:12: Warrant service, 

22nd/Main
18:36: Shots fired, 3000 

block Overholser Rd.
18:58: Disturbance, 

Main/14th
19:24: Harassment, 400 

block E. Main St.
19:51: Disorderly subject, 

Sweet/99
20:29: Welfare check, 100 

block S. River Rd.
20:37: Disorderly subject, 

100 block S. 10th St.
20:40: Reckless driving, 

900 block Row River Rd.

A CLOSER LOOK

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

Hit-and-run victim follows 
suspect, police catch, cite 
juvenile

The following information 
is from the Cottage Grove 
Police Department’s Weekly 
Update Facebook post:

• Thank you to Magnolia 
Gardens Senior Living for 
delivering several delicious 
pizzas from Pinocchio’s Pizza 
in honor of Police Week!

• Our newest dispatcher 
started last Monday. 
Dispatcher Olson joins us 
with 10 years of experi-
ence, and we are excited to 
have her serving the Cottage 
Grove community.

• Chief Chase spent the 
past week attending the 
Oregon Association Chiefs of 
Police Annual Conference in 
Pendleton, Oregon.

• Officers attended and 
patrolled two large com-
munity events on Saturday. 
One event included the Gran 
Fondo road bike race hosted 
by Mudslinger Events, where 
bicyclists traveled up to 92 
miles from Bohemia Park 
along Cottage Grove-Lorane 
Road and back. 

Downtown Cottage Grove 
also hosted a large grand 

opening block party featuring 
live music and strong com-
munity attendance. Officers 
provided high-visibility 
patrols on foot, on bicycles, 
and in patrol vehicles 
throughout the events to 
ensure public safety and 
assist with traffic and crowd 
management. The debut of 
our bike patrol was a huge 
success with great community 
engagement, and we look 
forward to providing more 
summertime bike patrols 
during special events in the 
downtown corridor.

• One of our Dispatchers 
competed in the Cottage 
Grove Half Marathon on 
Sunday and finished the race 
in 2:01. Congratulations, 
Dispatcher Monahan!

• Officers responded to 
I-5 to assist with removing a 
large couch that was blocking 
the freeway.

• Officers were flagged 
down by a resident report-
ing that a vehicle had broken 
down after one of its tires 
detached and went through 
her fence. The involved 
vehicle was still blocking 
the roadway when offi-
cers arrived. During the 

investigation, officers identi-
fied the driver and learned 
they were driving with a 
misdemeanor-level suspended 
license and without proof 
of insurance. Due to the 
property damage caused to 
the fence, officers conducted 
a crash investigation. The 
driver was cited in lieu of 
custody for Driving While 
Suspended – Misdemeanor 
and cited for No Insurance. 
A crash report was completed 
and submitted through DMV. 
The tire was reattached, and 
the vehicle was moved out of 
the roadway.

• Officers responded to an 
active hit-and-run investiga-
tion in which the victim was 
following the suspect vehicle 
through town while providing 
updates to dispatch. During 
the incident, the suspect 
reportedly attempted to hide 
in the Bi-Mart parking lot 
before fleeing again. 

The vehicle eventu-
ally stopped at the Get N’ 
Go near Row River Road, 
where officers conducted the 
investigation. The driver, a 
juvenile, was cited in lieu of 
custody for Hit and Run – 
Property Damage. During the 

investigation, officers also 
learned that a passenger in 
the vehicle had been entered 

as a missing person from 
Junction City. Officers were 
able to make arrangements to 

ensure the safety of the miss-
ing person.

Deputies save juvenile from LCC rooftop
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office (LCSO) deputies are 
being credited with sav-
ing the life of a 14-year-old 
perched on top of a roof at 
the Lane Community College 
(LCC) campus.

The deputies were notified 
of the juvenile in crisis at 4 
p.m. May 13, according to 
LCSO Sgt. Levi McKenny.

The family had reported 
the juvenile was on top of 
a LCC campus building. 
Deputies responded in emer-
gency mode to the location 
and established contact. 

Additional deputies also 
contacted the juvenile’s fam-
ily and gathered information 
about what triggered the 
incident.

“The juvenile was dis-
traught and stayed near the 
edge of the roof,” McKenny 
said.

Two of the deputies who 
responded are members of the 
Lane County Sheriff’s Crisis 
Negotiation Team (CNT).

“These deputies were able 
to build rapport with the 
juvenile and worked to estab-
lish a de-escalation strategy,” 
McKenny said. 

Fire and EMS personnel 
responded with emergency 
equipment, including a ladder 
truck.

“At around 5 p.m., after 
more than 20 minutes of 
negotiation, the juvenile came 
down off the roof unharmed. 
The juvenile was taken to a 

local area hospital for treat-
ment,” McLenny said. “The 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
would like to thank LCC 
Public Safety and all of the 

Fire and EMT personnel who 
responded to assist.”

If you or someone you 
know is struggling or in cri-
sis, help is available.

Courtesy photo of the LLC Campus. 
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Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

PRIMARY ELECTION 2026

For new and returning subscribers 
only, offer good through 

5/26/26

20% OFF
One Year Subscription

Just mention this ad

Spring
Subscription Special

541-649-1616

www.cgsentinel.com/subscribe

Primary Election 2026 unofficial results
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentintel

The South Lanne Fire and 
Rescue 5-year Local Option 
Tax was defeated in the May 
19 Primary Election, accord-
ing to unofficial results from 
lane County Elections.

Measure 20-383 was 
designed for general opera-
tions that would allow the 
District to impose $0.94 per 
$1,000 of assessed value 
for five years beginning 
2026-2027 to fund general 
operations.

South Lane County Fire & 
Rescue leaders warned the 

Cottage Grove City Council 
on April 13 that the district 
is nearing collapse under ris-
ing medical calls and chronic 
understaffing. They said that 
without new funding from 
the levy ambulance service 
will be cut on July 1 to keep 
a fire engine staffed.

During the April council 
session presentation, Fire 
Chief John Wooten said the 
district responds to 15–16 
calls a day with only five 
responders on duty, and 
some days see as many as 
30 calls. He said the dis-
trict serves 33,000 people 

across a 132 square mile fire 
district and an 800 square 
mile ambulance district that 

includes rural communities 
and remote county areas with 
no other EMS provider. 

Wooten said beginning on 
July 1, without new fund-
ing, the district will have 
only one ambulance for both 
Cottage Grove and Creswell 
to keep two firefighters 
available to staff an engine.

In the candidate race for 
Lane County Commissioner 
Position 5, Jake Pelroy was 
leading, according to the 
unofficial voting results.

The 2026 Primary Election 
results are scheduled to be 
certified June 15.

South Lane Fire & 
Rescue 20-383 Five-year 
local option tax 

Yes 3022
No 4495
East Commissioner 

Position 5
Heather Buch 9149
Jake Pelroy 9529
Bob Zybach 909
See full unofficial Lane 

County Primary Election 
2026 results here:

https://apps.lanecountyor.
gov/Elections/Document.
ashx?id=4045

Reporter Cindy 
Weeldreyer contributed to 
this article.

Oregon voters overwhelmingly rejecting 
hikes to gas tax and vehicle fees

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregonians are on track to 
overwhelmingly reject hikes 
to the state’s gas tax, payroll 
tax and vehicle registration 
and title fees that would have 
gone toward funding the 
maintenance and operations 
of public roads and bridges. 

Initial election results 
from the Oregon Secretary of 
State’s Office shortly after 8 
p.m. showed the measure fail-
ing by a 4:1 margin.

Had it succeeded, the 
measure would have doubled 
most vehicle registration fees, 
raised the gas tax from 40 
cents to 46 cents, raised title 
fees from $77 to $216 and 
doubled the payroll tax used 
for public transit from 0.1% 
of a paycheck to 0.2% until 
2028. 

For cities and counties, the 
rejection means they won’t 
be receiving more funding 
deeply needed to fix many 
sidewalks and potholes, par-
ticularly in rural areas. Half 
of the money raised by the 
gas tax, car registration fees 
and title fees goes to cities 
and counties. 

“Without sustainable 
revenue, counties will face 
increasingly difficult deci-
sions that directly impact 
road user safety and increase 
long-term costs to the public, 
such as making long-overdue 
safety improvements on 
Oregon’s most dangerous 
rural roads, ensuring county 
road departments can main-
tain staffing levels and avoid 
operations and maintenance 
cuts and preserving invest-
ments counties have made in 
our shared transportation sys-
tem,” Association of Oregon 
Counties spokesperson Erin 
Good said in an email.

Measure 120’s unpopu-
larity doesn’t come as a 
surprise. Nearly 250,000 
Oregonians frustrated by 
potential gas tax hikes signed 
the petition that placed the 
measure on the ballot. Plus, 
gas tax hikes in Oregon 
are historically unpopular. 
Oregon voters have rejected 
gas tax hike proposals on the 
ballot more than five times 
since 1928. 

The vote also comes as 
gas prices continue to rocket 
upward because of the Iran 
war. As of Tuesday, motor 
club AAA tracked average 
prices in Oregon at $5.34 per 
gallon — more than 80 cents 
higher than the national aver-
age and $1.38 more than May 
2025. 

What’s next for transporta-
tion funding? 

Kotek earlier this month 
convened 12 transportation 
and business experts and 
tasked them with finding a 
solution to Oregon’s transpor-
tation funding crisis. 

The workgroup is trying 
to solve the same problem 
lawmakers tried to in 2025: 
How to sustainably fund road 
maintenance and operations 
across the state. 

The issue has plagued 
lawmakers since January 
2025, when lawmakers had 
six months during the legisla-
tive session to find ways to 
raise revenue for the Oregon 
Department of Transportation 
or otherwise face a budget 
deficit. By June, Republicans 
and Democrats couldn’t reach 
a compromise, and Gov. 
Tina Kotek had to call for a 
special session in the fall for 
Democrats to finally have the 
votes needed to pass a signifi-
cantly smaller transportation 
funding plan. 

That transportation pack-
age would have raised 
$4.3 billion for the Oregon 
Department of Transportation 
over the next decade, includ-
ing $791 million in the 2025-
27 budget cycle, but most of 
that anticipated revenue was 
halted when the coalition led 
by Diehl, Sen. Bruce Starr, 
R-Dundee and Taxpayer 
Association of Oregon 
founder Jason Williams peti-
tioned to place that law on 
the ballot. 

Oregon legislators last 
voted to raise the gas tax 
in 2017, with a 10-cent 
increase phased in over six 
years. Since then, the cost of 
transportation materials and 
labor has gone up and more 
Oregonians are driving elec-
tric or fuel-efficient vehicles, 
which means the state has 
gradually collected less rev-

enue from the gas tax despite 
those vehicles contributing to 
the wear and tear of public 
roads. 

Kotek’s workgroup will 
present its final recommenda-
tions by the end of the year. 
Those recommendations will 
guide lawmakers in the 2027 
legislative session.

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/05/19/oregon-
voters-reject-hikes-to-gas-tax-
and-vehicle-fees/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com. 

Metro Creative Connection
The 2026 Primary Election Results are scheduled to be certified June 15.
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

DEATH 
NOTICE

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724 See PRICES, Page 8

Alan Dale Clendenin, 72, 
of Eugene, OR., passed on 
May 15, 2026.

Arrangements by Sunset 
Hills Funeral Home, 
Crematorium and Cemetery in 
Eugene, OR
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Cottage Grove — Clyde 
Louis Lamar, known 
affectionately as Chico, 
passed away on May 2, 
2026, at the age of 90, in 
Cottage Grove, OR. Born 
on September 28, 1935, 
Clyde lived a vibrant life 
characterized by his warm, 
caring nature and his deep 
compassion for others. His 
radiant smile and spiritual 
demeanor left a lasting 
impression on everyone he met. 

Chico proudly served in the Navy from 
1953 to 1956, a period during which he 
forged lifelong friendships and developed 
a discipline that he carried throughout his 
life. After his military service, he embarked 
on a fulfilling career as an entertainer. He 

traveled the world with 
various groups and his bands, 
sharing his love for music 
and singing with countless 
fans. 

Chico’s legacy is cherished 
by his loving family, 
including his daughters, 
Valerie McEchin and Valerie 
Haynes, and sons, Kevin 
and Darin Lamar. He was a 
proud grandfather and great-
grandfather. His siblings and 

his longtime partner, Shera Funderburgh, 
also survive him. 

In accordance with his wishes, no services 
will be held in Oregon. Clyde’s life was a 
testament to the joy and healing power of 
music, and his memory will continue to 
inspire those who knew him. 

Clyde (Chico) Lamar
September 28, 1935 - May 2, 2026 

Marie Longfellow, age 86, 
of Cottage Grove, Oregon, 
passed away on April 24, 
2026, in the town where she 
was born and spent her life, 
leaving behind a legacy of 
intelligence, passion, and deep 
connection to her community 
and family history.

Marie was born on June 
1, 1939, in Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, to Reazen Harlen 
and Muriel Ermine (Young) 
Longfellow. She grew up in Cottage Grove 
and attended Cottage Grove High School, 
where she began building the foundation 
for a life marked by curiosity, dedication, 
and achievement. She later attended the 
University of Oregon, where she was a 
member of the basketball team, and went on 
to earn a Master of Arts in Education from 
Arizona State University in 1967.

Marie devoted her professional life to 
education and preservation. She worked 
as a schoolteacher, where she shared her 
knowledge and encouraged learning in the 
lives of many students. Her interests and 
talents also led her into museum work, 
where she served as Board Chair of the 
Cottage Grove Museum and later as Director 

of the Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum from 2003 to 2008. 
In each role, she brought care, 
insight, and a strong sense 
of purpose, helping preserve 
the stories and heritage of the 
region she loved.

She was known for her love 
of the great outdoors and 
for the thoughtful way she 
followed and documented 
her family history, tracing 
it from the 1800s to the 

present day. This lifelong interest reflected 
her appreciation for the past and her desire 
to preserve meaningful connections across 
generations. Those who knew Marie will 
remember her as an interesting, intelligent, 
and passionate woman whose life was 
shaped by learning, service, and a genuine 
love of history.

Her memory will remain with those who 
knew her and with the community whose 
history she helped preserve.

A memorial service will be held on Monday, 
June 1, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. at Magnolia 
Gardens Senior Living.

Arrangements are in the care of Smith-
Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel.

Marie Longfellow
June 1, 1939 - April 24, 2026

Wayne Lee Wiscarson, born 
on April 14, 1940, in Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, passed away 
on May 8, 2026, in the same 
beloved community. 

He was born to Melvin 
and Marion (Buckingham) 
Wiscarson and grew up in the 
Cottage Grove community 
he would always call home. 
Wayne graduated from 
Cottage Grove High School in 
1958 and carried the values of 
hard work, loyalty, and neighborly kindness 
throughout his life.

On May 25, 1962, Wayne married Barbara 
Jean Munsell in Cottage Grove, Oregon, 
beginning a marriage that lasted 64 years. 
Together they shared a long and devoted 
life filled with love, family, and countless 
memories. He is survived by Barbara; his 
daughters, Barbara (Dayton) Sibley of 
Summerville, Oregon, Pam Wiscarson of 
Caldwell, Idaho, and Susie (Russ) Garrison; 
and his grandsons, Sam Garrison and Ben 
Garrison. His family was a source of great 
pride and joy to him, and he treasured the 
time he spent with them.

Wayne spent much of his working life serving 
others and contributing to the community. 
He worked as a grocery store manager and 
later retired from Lane Plywood in Eugene, 
Oregon. In every role he held, he was known 
for being dependable, capable, and willing to 
lend a hand. His practical nature and strong 
work ethic earned the respect of coworkers, 

friends, and family alike.
Wayne also enjoyed a full 

and meaningful life outside 
of work. He loved traveling, 
camping, hunting, and 
fishing, and found great joy in 
the outdoors and in the simple 
pleasures of time spent with 
others.

He was also a proud and 
longtime member of Cottage 
Grove Elks Lodge No. 1904. 

Having joined the Elks in 1964, he was a 
lifetime member whose dedication and 
involvement were recognized over the 
years with honors including Exalted Ruler 
of the Year in 1993-1994 and Elk of the 
Month, along with many other awards. His 
membership reflected his commitment to 
fellowship, service, and the values of the 
organization, and he valued the friendships 
and experiences he gained through his years 
with the lodge.

A service will be held at the Cottage Grove 
Elks Lodge on May 31, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. 
Wayne will be remembered with affection by 
all who knew him, and his legacy will live on 
through the family he loved, the friendships 
he formed, and the many lives he touched 
throughout his life.

In lieu of flowers, the family would like you 
to donate to the Elks Lodge bottle and can 
fund and Alzheimer’s Association.

Arrangements are in the care of Smith-
Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel.

Wayne Lee Wiscarson
April 14, 1940 - May 8, 2026

Iran war, skyrocketing fuel prices 
battering Oregon’s economic forecast

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Oil prices have doubled 
since Oregon’s top econo-
mists last met with reporters 
and lawmakers to discuss 
the state’s economic outlook, 
creating a “new economic 
reality.”

The latest forecast, which 
economists Carl Riccadonna 
and Michael Kennedy pre-
viewed for reporters the 
evening of Tuesday. May 
19, ahead of a Wednesday 
meeting with the House and 
Senate revenue committees, 
is a sharp departure from 
February’s. Then, higher-
than-expected corporate 
profits, consumer spending 
and new federal tax cuts had 
provided a buffer against 
what was expected to be a 
steep drop in state income 
tax revenue from sluggish job 
growth and wage stagnation 

plaguing not just Oregon, but 
the nation.

But President Donald 
Trump launched the ongo-
ing U.S.-Israeli war with 
Iran in late February, oil 
prices have soared from $50 
to more than $100 a barrel, 
driving up inflation, tanking 
the nation’s economic growth 
estimates for the year and 
further eroding wages and 
hiring. Economic growth 
from last summer’s federal 
tax and spending megalaw 
was expected to accelerate 
the nation’s GDP by 1% in 
the first half of 2026. That 
expectation has been com-
pletely dropped in the last 
three months.

“Rising energy prices 
basically impose a tax on 
households and businesses,” 
Riccadonna explained. “Often 
there’s not a lot of flexibility 
around energy consumption, 

which means when prices 
move, that very quickly trans-
lates into a new economic 
reality, and that’s very much 
what we’re grappling with in 
this forecast update.”

Potential homebuyers and 
budding business owners who 
hoped interest rates would 
drop soon will be further 
waylaid.

“One quarter ago, we were 
talking about the Fed continu-
ing this cycle of interest rate 
reductions,” Riccadonna said 
of rates, which the Federal 
Reserve incrementally low-
ered by 2% over the past 
year. “Now it looks like, at 
best, they’re on an extended 
hold, and in fact the market 
is now starting to price in the 
possibility of the Fed raising 
interest rates by the end of 
this year,” he said.

In a statement, Gov. Tina 
Kotek said she is focused 
on keeping the state budget 
whole and policies that will 
ease the pain households are 
feeling as costs rise.

“Oregonians are feeling the 
financial pressure from high 
fuel prices and escalating 
inflation driven by the Trump 
administration’s conflict with 
Iran, so I’m thankful that 
Oregon is maintaining a bal-
anced budget to protect core 
services,” she said.

State Republican law-
makers did not touch at 
all on rising fuel prices. 
Instead, House Minority 
Leader Rep. Lucetta Elmer, 
R-McMinnville, blamed it on, 
“a concerning economic trend 
brought on by pro-regulation, 
anti-business policies coming 
out of Salem.”

Few winners
The only winners in the 

current economy are corpora-
tions raking in rising profits 
and wealthy individuals heav-
ily invested in a booming 
stock market, Riccadonna and 
Kennedy explained. A small 
handful of tech “hyperscal-
ers” are driving the perceived 

gains, such as AI processing 
and data centers selling cloud 
computing and data storage 
and management, and the 
semiconductors needed for 
the server farms.

“We’ve just gotten a bunch 
of tax returns for 2025 in, 
throughout the filing season, 
and one of the things they’re 
showing is weaker wage 
growth than we would have 
expected, but much stronger 
dividend growth, capital 
gains growth, IRA growth, 
everything that’s market sen-
sitive, market-based growth,” 
Kennedy said.

Although income tax rev-
enue generated from capital 
gains taxes on the sale of 
stocks is buffering overall 
earned-income losses in 
Oregon, at least $23 million 
of income tax revenue state 
lawmakers expected to have 
on hand when they walked 
out of the Capitol at the end 
of the short legislative session 
in March has been lost due to 
declining wages and stagnant 
employment.

When they ended the ses-
sion, lawmakers thought they 
were sitting on an end bal-
ance of $368 million. Today, 
that’s more like $345 million, 
Kennedy said, and that $345 
million exists mostly because 
Democratic lawmakers voted 
to detach the state tax code 
from three of 115 provisions 
of the new federal tax code, 
a decision state Republican 
lawmakers oppose and have 
vowed to send to Oregon 
voters via ballot referral in 
November.

Private sector forecasters 
recently put the likelihood of 
recession this year at about 
30%, Oregon’s economists 
said, though they themselves 
forecast a likelihood closer 
to 22%, up from 20% three 
months ago.

Their modelling shows 
that if oil goes up to $150 
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“It is foolish and wrong to 
mourn the men who died. 
Rather we should thank God 
such men lived.”

George S. Patton

Quote of the Week

COMMENTARY

Weekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results
How much do you depend on your 

mobile device?
What are your plans 
for the summer?

Can’t go anywhere without it 100%

I don’t have a mobile device 0%

I use it once in a while 0%

A Day Without Child Care: Universal 
problem requires a universal solution

TY MORRIS
KENDRA VOTAVA

Oregon Capital Chronicle

We have been sound-
ing the alarm for years: 
Oregon’s child care system 
needs support. From early 
childhood educators and 
child care advocates, to 
parents and families, we are 
being pushed to the brink. 
We have been pleading 
with our elected leaders to 
prioritize children in our 
state’s policies.

But now is the time 
to take action. Years of 
underinvestment have 
made educators unable to 
care for themselves and 
pushed families into impos-
sible choices. During the 
National Day Without 
Child Care conducted May 
11, child care providers 
across the state showed the 
true impact of continued 
underfunding in the child 
care sector. These Oregon 
workers shut down to 
demand what every work-
ing family deserves: univer-
sal child care, now.

The Day Without Child 
Care isn’t about disruption; 
¬it’s about clarity. Child 
care is not separate from 
other industries. When 
Oregon’s child care provid-
ers walk out, we’re show-
ing exactly what happens 
when a system built on 
exploitation collapses.

In every corner of the 
state, families are strug-
gling to access the afford-
able, equitable, quality 
child care they need, and 
entire communities are suf-
fering the effects. When 
families cannot find child 
care, they cannot work. 
When families cannot 
work, local businesses 
become short-staffed and 
families decrease their 
spending. From there, win-
dows are forced to shutter 
and the economy shrinks.

This is not an issue lim-
ited to certain people or 
regions; from our roles in 
Albany and in Portland, 
and across Oregon, we 
both have seen just how 
universal the problem is. As 

of 2024,34 of Oregon’s 36 
counties qualified as a child 
care desert for infants and 
toddlers.

Even for older children, 
when more care opportuni-
ties are available, a quarter 
of our counties remain des-
erts. Moreover, child care is 
unaffordable for nearly all 
families in Oregon, regard-
less of income. A recent 
Lending Tree study shows 
a household with two chil-
dren needs to make over 
$400,000 per year for child 
care to be affordable — 
which is nearly four times 
the median income for 
Oregon families.

We understand how 
difficult it is to have a 
system that doesn’t work 
for families. Families that 
are referred for care might 
wait up to 18 months to 
be accepted if they aren’t 
already on the list. That 
means families have a year 
and a half of no access 
to care, of limited access 
to work and struggle to 
provide for their children. 
By then, their child may 
have aged out of services, 
and missed benefits such 
as early math and literacy 
support, social skill devel-
opment and early iden-
tification of disabilities. 
Losing further funds for 
such programs would be 
devastating.

If we want to stabilize 
this ecosystem and finally 
address the problems plagu-
ing our system, investment 
is necessary. Funding child 
care isn’t a luxury or an 
unnecessary add-on — 
it’s the infrastructure that 
makes Oregon work. It is 
essential for our lawmakers 
to support educators, value 
children and allow families 
to work and local busi-
nesses to thrive. Our poli-
cies do not currently reflect 
this, but they can.

A universal problem 
requires a universal solu-
tion. This is why we sup-
port the campaign to win 
child care for all. It reflects 
the far-reaching nature of 
this industry: addressing the 

racial, gender and economic 
inequities that are at the 
root of these discussions.

Oregon needs a child 
care system that guaran-
tees quality care for every 
child, living wages for 
every provider and justice 
for the Black and Brown 
communities who have 
been carrying this system 
on their backs. We urge our 
leaders to give the child 
care industry the respect 
and resources that it deeply 
needs. We want our state 
to prioritize children over 
corporate profits and tax 
breaks for billionaires.

While the Day Without 
Child Care may be just one 
day, the campaign to win 
universal child care will 
continue until that goal is 
realized. There is a role for 
everyone —¬¬ from the 
largest cities to the small-
est towns — to share their 
values and uplift the impor-
tance of child care. Every 
Oregon family is deserving 
of quality, affordable care.

Ty Morris, based in 
Portland, specializes in 
trauma-informed anti-bias 
training and coaching for 
early educators and orga-
nizes with For All Families 
Oregon, a grassroots orga-
nization advocating for 
family-forward policies.

Kendra Votava is a child 
care provider based in 
Albany and organizes with 
For All Families Oregon, 
a grassroots organization 
advocating for family-for-
ward policies.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/05/08/a-day-
without-child-care-univer-
sal-problem-requires-a-
universal-solution/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com. 

Annual Field Day
The Valley Radio Club of 

Eugene announces its annual 
Field Day, beginning June 27, 
11 am, and ending June 28, 
11 am, at Jasper State Park, 
located at 85521 Jasper Park 
Road, in Pleasant Hill. 

The Valley Radio Club is a 
group of local amateur radio 
enthusiasts, or hams, which 
has been continuously active 
in the Eugene area since 
1929.

Field Day is an annual 
event sponsored by the 
American Radio Relay 
League (ARRL) that has 
been held since 1933. The 

purposes of ARRL Field Day 
are to:

1. Give local hams the 
opportunity to practice their 
radio skills in the outdoors.

2. Contact as many other 
ham radio stations around the 
country as they can, using 
voice communication, Morse 
code, and digital computer-
assisted communication.

3. Introduce the world 
of ham radio to interested 
people.

This event is open to the 
public and will give visitors 
a hands-on opportunity to 
get on the air with a licensed 
operator at their side. 

For this event, there will 
be six amateur radio stations 

set up. There will also be an 
activity to help teach how to 
locate hidden transmitters. 
Additionally, there will be a 
special station using a vintage 
1960’s tube-style transmitter.

All ages are welcome. No 
license is required and no 
event fee will be collected 
(though there is a $10 Oregon 
State Park parking fee).

For more information, 
please visit our web page at 
https://www.valleyradioclub.
org/field-day/. Questions may 
also be submitted to field-
day@valleyradioclub.org. 

Nelson Farrier, NF7Z
President, Valley Radio Club

Oregon’s U.S. Senator 
Jeff Merkley and U.S. 
Representative Lucy 
McBath (D-GA-06) have 
led a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers to introduce the 
Early Childhood Workforce 
Advancement Act. 

The bipartisan bill would 
address the child care work-
force shortage by investing 
in career and technical edu-
cation (CTE) programs and 
incentivizing more students 
to enter the early childhood 
workforce upon graduation.

The Early Childhood 
Workforce Advancement Act 
would:

• Award grants to eligible 
partnerships such as institu-
tions of higher education, 
child care providers, or 
relevant workforce training 
programs with schools;

• Establish, expand, or 
support career and technical 
education and career path-
way programs of study in 
early childhood education.

“As I hold town halls in 
all of Oregon’s 36 coun-
ties every year, I hear from 
folks about child care being 
too inaccessible. Ensuring 
working families can access 
decent, affordable child care 
is an essential foundation for 
the middle class to thrive,” 
Merkley said. “Our biparti-
san bill invests in the child 
care workforce, a win for 
parents who need child care 
and for Oregon businesses 
who need more child care 
providers.”

“Every parent deserves the 
peace of mind that comes 
with knowing their child is 
in good hands while they go 
to work and provide for their 
family. For too long, finding 
affordable, quality child-
care has been out of reach 
for working Americans,” 
McBath said. “The Early 
Childhood Workforce 
Advancement Act will invest 
in career and technical pro-
grams that open doors for 
students who want to serve 
their communities as early 
childhood educators. It’s our 
responsibility to prepare the 
next generation of childcare 
workers and give families 
the support they need to 
thrive.”

In the House, U.S. 
Representatives Suzanne 
Bonamici (D-OR-01), Glenn 
“GT” Thompson (R-PA-15), 
John Mannion (D-NY-22), 
Mike Lawler (R-NY-17), 
and Jen Kiggans (R-VA-02) 
co-led the introduction of the 
Early Childhood Workforce 
Advancement Act.

“Child care is essential 
for children, families, busi-
nesses, and communities to 
thrive,” Bonamici said. “We 
need more students to enter 
this critical profession, and 
career and technical educa-
tion (CTE) programs have 
great potential to make it 
easier and more affordable 
for them to do so. I’m grate-
ful to work with a group 
of bipartisan colleagues to 
introduce this commonsense 
legislation.”

“The shortage of child-
care workers has a nega-
tive effect upon families 
needing structured care 
environments and also our 
economy,” Thompson said. 
“I am proud to support the 
Early Childhood Workforce 
Advancement Act to help 
expand career and technical 
education, and create path-
ways in childhood education 
to meet the needs of parents, 
children, and workers.”

“No parent should have 
to choose between earning 
a paycheck and caring for 
their children,:” Mannion 
said. That’s why I’m proud 
to join my colleagues in 
this common-sense bipar-
tisan effort to address the 
child care shortage head-on. 
In Central New York and 
the Mohawk Valley, child-
hood poverty rates remain 
among the highest in the 
nation. This legislation will 
help strengthen career and 
technical education (CTE) 
programs, giving our chil-
dren the strong foundation 
they need to succeed. It 
represents an important step 
towards a robust federal 
commitment to supporting 
children and families across 
the country.”

“Working families depend 
on access to affordable, 
reliable childcare, but 
workforce shortages con-
tinue to make that harder 
to find,” Lawler said. “This 

bipartisan legislation helps 
build a stronger pipeline of 
early childhood educators 
by investing in career and 
technical education and cre-
ating pathways for students 
to enter the field. Supporting 
childcare workers means 
supporting families, strength-
ening our economy, and giv-
ing children the foundation 
they need to succeed.”

“Access to affordable, 
reliable childcare is essen-
tial for working families 
and for the strength of our 
economy,” Kiggans said. 
“Right now, too many par-
ents are struggling to find 
quality care, while childcare 
providers continue to face 
severe workforce shortages. 
I am proud to support the 
bipartisan Early Childhood 
Workforce Advancement 
Act because it takes mean-
ingful steps to strengthen 
the pipeline of skilled early 
childhood educators and 
expand opportunities for 
students interested in this 
critical profession. We must 
ensure America’s parents are 
supported and their children 
have a strong foundation to 
succeed!”

The bipartisan Early 
Childhood Workforce 
Advancement Act is sup-
ported by Advance CTE, 
American Federation of 
Teachers, Association 
of Career and Technical 
Education, Bipartisan 
Policy Center, Council for 
Professional Recognition, 
Center for Law and Social 
Policy, Child Care Aware, 
Children’s Defense Fund, 
Early Care and Education 
Consortium, First Five 
Years Fund, First Focus 
Campaign for Children, 
National Education 
Association, National Head 
Start Association, National 
Partnership for Women and 
Families, National Women’s 
Law Center Action Fund, 
Save the Children, and Zero 
to Three.

The bill is also co-
sponsored by U.S. Senators 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), 
Martin Heinrich (D-NM), 
Ben Ray Luján (D-NM), 
Adam Schiff (D-CA), and 
Ron Wyden (D-OR).

Bipartisan bill to tackle child 
care workforce shortage

Just keep doing what I’m doing 
Keeping my options open 
Take a vacation
Do things I’ve never done before 
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At the May At the May 1111 Cottage Grove City Council meeting Alverson announced that his  Cottage Grove City Council meeting Alverson announced that his 
company will end curbside glass collection on May company will end curbside glass collection on May 3131. Alverson said low volume, . Alverson said low volume, 
high cost and worker safety concerns drove the decision.high cost and worker safety concerns drove the decision.

Curbside Glass collection endsBudget
From Page 1

COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER
33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEY
Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY
467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF 
PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH 

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420
Father John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am -10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am
All Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH
820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy
541-942-2373
Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC Groups
tlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
75 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERY
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Common hood styleCommon hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

25% off  
LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26 Special off er– Save up to*

*Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any other 
off ers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, 
HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.

������������������������

* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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Department. The training 
marks the creation of the 
department’s new Bike 
Patrol Program, with the 
three officers serving as the 
inaugural team. The program 
will help increase officer 
accessibility, improve com-
munity engagement and 
enhance patrol capabilities 
in parks, downtown areas, 
community events and other 
locations less accessible by 
patrol vehicle.

The celebration also drew 
support from local orga-
nizations and businesses 
recognized in the program. 
Vendors from the South 
Valley Farmers Market lined 
Seventh Street on both sides 
of Main, and the Eugene 
based band Riffle played a 
variety of familiar songs that 
inspired some attendees to 
dance along. Additional part-
ners involved in planning, 
engineering, construction and 
community outreach were 
acknowledged for their roles 
in bringing the project to 
completion.

City Manager Mike 
Sauerwein said the 

celebration was a meaningful 
moment for the community. 
“This was a fantastic event,” 
he said. “It is important for 
the City to celebrate our 
successes. Everyone had 
a great time. I especially 
enjoyed (Chamber Executive 
Director) Georgia’s confetti 
cannons.” He credited the 
many partners who helped 
organize the day, including 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
Bohemia Mining Days, the 
Gran Fondo organizers, 
the Downtown Business 
Group, the Farmers Market 
and City staff. Sauerwein 
thanked attendees for 

coming “despite the Oregon 
sunshine.”

Former City Manager 
Richard Meyers helped guide 
the plan’s adoption begin-
ning in 2015 and said see-
ing the finished project was 
deeply meaningful.

“It looks beautiful and is 
doing what it was meant to 
do,” he said.

Meyers recalled the early 
years of the effort, when the 
City pursued multiple rounds 
of design work, held com-
munity meetings and applied 
repeatedly for federal fund-
ing before finally securing 
the Economic Development 
Administration grant that 
made construction possible. 
He said it was clear even 
in the late 1990s that Main 
Street needed a full recon-
struction and that the long 
process reflected the scale of 
the work required.

Downtown property 
owner Len Blackstone, who 
with his wife Deborah has 
invested in restoring historic 

buildings, said the (Main 
Street) improvements have 
already changed the feel of 
the district.

“If you look at the com-
mercial real estate market, 
segments of it have been hit 
really hard,” he said, noting 
that retail, office and indus-
trial spaces have struggled 
nationwide. “We are for-
tunate because the Bank 
Building offices are enticing 
to those who work remotely, 
and that has really helped.”

Blackstone said the new 
streetscape signals that the 
community is investing in 
itself, something lenders and 
entrepreneurs notice.

“I had lunch with a banker 
in Eugene I was trying to 
get funding from,” he said. 
“Although he never said 
it, it was clear after look-
ing at the condition of our 
downtown he was thinking 
if your community is not 
investing in its downtown 
why should I. And now we 
have made the investment 

to create a beautiful historic 
downtown.”

Rebecca Allen Lamptey 
is the Executive Director of 
Twinberry Commons, the 
nonprofit organization that 
manages the Cottage Grove 
Public Market, which is 
anchored by the Blackberry 
Food Co Op. She said 
the revitalization project 
strengthens the district’s 
momentum. She pointed to a 
2023 Cottage Grove Market 
Study that identified millions 
of dollars in unmet demand 
for food and beverage busi-
nesses, retail and a natural 
foods store.

“That tells me there is 
space downtown for more sit 
down restaurants and more 
food trucks,” she said.

“There is space for so 
much more than what we 
have right now.” She added 
that Cottage Grove is grow-
ing and that new businesses 
help meet the needs of both 
longtime residents and new-
comers. “I do not see any 
of the new businesses as 
competition,” she said. “I see 
them as filling a gap.”

Blackstone said, “Cottage 
Grove has the potential to 
grow its arts and cultural 
offerings. Downtown galler-
ies and themed attractions 
could help draw visitors 
here.”

As the celebration wound 
down, attendees lingered 
along the new sidewalks, 
visiting vendors, listening 
to music and taking photos 
beneath the fresh streetscape. 
Public Works Director Faye 
Stewart said the moment 
reflected both the com-
munity’s resilience and the 
significance of the work 
completed.

“I feel incredibly blessed 
to be a member of an amaz-
ing team that transformed 
an old worn out Historical 
Downtown Main Street into 
an award winning, safe, 
inviting, pedestrian friendly 
and downright beautiful 
Historic Downtown Main 
Street that will be enjoyed 
by our community members 
today and for generations to 
come. This project is truly 
going to transform and revi-
talize Downtown Cottage 
Grove,” he said.

See previous Main Street 
Revitalization Project cover-
age online at cgsentinel.com

more than half, leaving 
only the Library Director 
relying on volunteers to 
keep the building open.

Public testimony at 
council meetings, the town 
hall and the budget hear-
ings focused heavily on 
those two issues. Residents 
described the therapy pool 
as a vital health resource 
for seniors, people with 
disabilities and those 
recovering from injuries. 
Library supporters argued 
that the proposed staffing 
cuts would dismantle a core 
public service and elimi-
nate programs that serve 
children, families and long 
time users.

At its May 14 meeting, 
the Budget Committee 
voted to move $75,000 
from the housing develop-
ment assistance fund into 
the general fund to sup-
port the pool. The fund is 
used to waive planning and 
construction fees for new 
affordable housing projects. 
The city’s annual pay-
ment to the school district 
reduces admission fees for 
individuals, families and 
users of the warm water 
therapy pool.

The money will appear 
as its own line item in the 
budget rather than a yearly 
request. The committee also 
recommended that the city 
enter into a contract with 
the School District and 
secure a seat at the table for 
future decisions about the 
pool. In kind contributions 
will be part of that agree-
ment. Ervin said the trans-
fer buys time but is not a 
long term solution.

LIBRARY STAFFING 
ADDED

The library budget 
remained unresolved until 
the final meeting. During 

the discussion, Committee 
Vice Chair Johanna Zee 
said, “At some point we 
have to approve an amount 
and trust the city manager 
to figure out how he will 
make it work.”

After extended dis-
cussion, the committee 
approved a series of trans-
fers within the proposed 
budget to move $50,000 
into library personnel. The 
committee shifted $25,000 
from the library’s materi-
als and services budget, 
$17,000 from the city 
manager’s materials and 
services budget for train-
ing and goal setting, and 
$8,000 from a city council 
fund for travel and food at 
conferences and meetings. 
Budget Committee Member 
Linda Olson made a motion 
to recommend the council 
reduce library hours from 
five to four days a week. 
The motion passed on an 
8-6 vote.

COMMUNITY 
PROMOTIONS

The committee also 
reviewed the Community 
Promotions budget, which 
distributes rural tourism 
dollars to local organiza-
tions. The proposed allo-
cation is approximately 
$55,000. He said the com-
mittee is feeling the strain 
in the community promo-
tions budget and may face 
similar challenges next 
year. Councilor Randell 
Lammerman made a 
motion he later withdrew to 
take more money out of the 
Housing Assistance Fund to 
support all of the commu-
nity promotions requests.

“We should leave some 
money in the housing 
assistance fund as a stop 
gap for next year and not 
make aggressive fund 
transfers this year,” Ervin 
said, “We’re feeling the 
strain in the Community 
Promotions budget and may 

face similar challenges next 
year.”

BUDGET PASSES 12-2
The committee voted 

12-2 to recommend 
approval of the amended 
2026 27 budget and set the 
city’s permanent tax rate 
of $7.2087 per $1,000 of 
assessed value. Councilors 
Jim Settelmeyer and Dana 
Merryday voted no. The 
budget now moves to the 
city council for consider-
ation and possible adoption 
at its June 22 meeting.

URBAN RENEWAL 
BUDGET ADOPTED

Following the budget 
committee meeting, the 
Urban Renewal District 
Budget Committee con-
vened and elected Ervin as 
chair and Darrell Wilson 
as vice chair. City staff 
estimate that the first year 
of collecting property taxes 
in the district will gener-
ate $70,000. Staff recom-
mended hiring a part time 
economic development spe-
cialist to recruit investors 
and support improvements 
within the district that will 
increase long-term revenue 
for city services. The com-
mittee voted unanimously 
to approve the Urban 
Renewal District budget 
for the 2026 27 fiscal year 
in the amount of $140,600 
and to levy property taxes 
for the maximum amount 
allowed.

NEXT STEPS
The city council will 

now review the full bud-
get package, including 
the General Fund, enter-
prise funds, special rev-
enue funds and the Urban 
Renewal District budget 
at its June 22 meeting. By 
Oregon law, the council 
must adopt a balanced bud-
get by June 30.

Follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print 
editioins of The Sentinel.

communities and requires 
producers to share responsi-
bility with local governments 
and ratepayers. The hope 
is recycling in Oregon will 
increase as it becomes easier 
and more accessible.

Cottage Grove Garbage 
Service plans to roll out 
changes to curbside recycling 
as the new statewide rules 
take effect. General Manager 
Tim Alverson said the new 
rules give every residential, 
commercial and multi family 
customer the same consistent 
list of materials they can 
recycle.

The expanded list includes 
plastic bottles, tubs, buckets 
and rigid plant pots, alumi-
num and tin cans, small scrap 
metal, flattened cardboard, 
packaging boxes, food and 
beverage cartons, newspa-
pers, magazines, office paper, 
paper egg cartons, mail, 
paperback books, paper bags 
and non metallic gift wrap.

CURBSIDE GLASS 
COLLECTION ENDS 
MAY 31

At the May 11 Cottage 
Grove City Council meeting 
Alverson announced that his 
company will end curbside 
glass collection on May 31. 
Alverson said low volume, 
high cost and worker safety 
concerns drove the decision.

“The amount of glass we 
collect in a year would fit 
into a 20 foot by 20 foot by 

8 foot space. The volume just 
doesn’t justify a dedicated 
route,” he said.

He estimated that a glass 
only route would cost about 
$120,000 a year for person-
nel, fuel, insurance, mainte-
nance and equipment. That 
cost would require an 8 
percent increase in roll cart 
and container rates if the city 
chose to offer the service.

Alverson said heavy loads 
and broken glass create safety 
risks for workers. Another 
danger is when fine particles 
of broken glass, called “spar-
kle” in the industry, are co-
mingled with other material 
it can leave glass imbedded 
in paper that is destined to be 
recycled into new products.

Customers can continue 
to recycle glass at the Lane 
County Waste Transfer Site 
on Sears Road. The company 
has notified customers about 
this option through monthly 
billing statements, its web-
site and the back side of the 
Recycling Guide.

Councilors asked Alverson 
and Sauerwein to meet and 
return with recommendations 
on the company’s requested 
changes to the Franchise 
Agreement. Sauerwein said 
he and the City Attorney have 
not reviewed the agreement 
yet due to other workload 
demands. “We plan to discuss 
it with the City Council at the 
June 8 meeting,” he said.

Alverson said the com-
pany has not developed any 
options for a dedicated glass 
route. He noted that Oregon’s 

“opportunity to recycle” 
statutes do not require glass 
collection and classify it as an 
elective material.

COMPANY ABSORBS 
COSTS THROUGH 2026

A new smart truck will 
begin service in mid-July. 
According to Alverson, it 
uses cameras, a control mod-
ule and GPS to identify con-
tamination and start passive 
education efforts. He said the 
system does not improve sort-
ing accuracy. Instead, it helps 
the company monitor con-
tamination and give feedback 
to customers.

The price tag for the new 
automated recycle truck is 
$430,000 and the cost of 
3,000 new recycle carts to be 
distributed to curbside gen-
erators is $150,000.

Alverson said the com-
pany is absorbing significant 
operating costs as it expands 
its commingled collection 
system from one truck to two. 
The new system will use an 
automated truck for residen-
tial curbside service and a 
rear load truck for commer-
cial, multi family and institu-
tional customers.

“We’re adding significant 
operating cost as we expand 
to a two truck system, and we 
don’t plan to request a rate 
increase until January 2027,” 
he said.

Follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of the Cottage Grove 
Sentinel. 

Garbage
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Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

DEADLINE
for all 

classified and legal ads 
is the  Wednesday one 

week prior to the 
following  Wednesday 

Publication date.
Ads received 

after Wednesday 5 p.m. 
will not appear until two 

weeks later

700
MISC SERVICES

Reduce • 
Recycle •Reuse

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-

ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and select meals. 
For a limited time SAVE $250 on all 

tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.
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CGS26-127 NOTICE OF SUPPLEMEN-
TAL BUDGET AND SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING A regular session of the South 
Lane School District will be held at 455 
Adams Ave. & virtually via Zoom meeting 
(see District website for link). The meeting 
will take place on June 1, 2026, at 5:30 
pm. A supplemental budget will be 
considered at this meeting. The proposed 
supplemental budget does not change 
expenditures in any fund by more than 10 
percent. 05/27/26

CGS26-130 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Giselle Fuller has been appointed 

Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Frank Niderkorn, deceased, Lane County 
Circuit Court Case No. 26PB00929. All 
persons having claims against the estate 
are required to present them within four 
months from the date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice to the Personal Repre-
sentative at Willamette NW Law Firm, LLC, 
735 W. 7th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402, 
or they may be barred. Any person whose 
rights may be affected by these proceed-
ings may obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, the Personal 
Representative, or from the Personal 

Representative’s attorney. DATED and first 
Published: 05/27/2026. /s/ Giselle Fuller, 
Personal Representative. 05/27/26

CGS26-125 NOTICE OF BUDGET COM-
MITTEE MEETING ROW RIVER VALLEY 
WATER DISTRICT June 4, 2026 @ 6:00 
p.m. A public meeting of the Budget 
Committee of the Row River Valley Water 
District, Lane County, state of Oregon, to 
discuss the Budget for the fiscal year July 
1, 2026, through June 30, 2027, will be 
held at the Row River Christian Church, 
37533 Row River Road, Dorena, Oregon. 
The meeting will take place on the 4th day 

of June 2026, at 6:00 p.m. The purpose 
of the meeting is to receive the Budget 
Message, to receive comments from the 
public on the Budget, and to review the 
past year’s budget vs. actual figures. A copy 
of the Budget document may be inspected 
or obtained after June 4th, 2026, by con-
tacting the Row River Valley Water District 
at (541) 946-1250. This is a public meet-
ing where the deliberation of the Budget 
Committee will take place. Any person may 
appear at the meeting and discuss the 
proposed programs. 5/20/26, 5/27/26
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LADD CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC

New or remodel, decks, siding, 
windows, doors, shops, fences. 
541-913-1541 ccb# 239015

150
MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien 1-844-
387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
Get your favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 99% signal 
reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com le-
galalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-

ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved 
ones care for you and get 
paid!\~ Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check 
your eligibility today! Call Free-
domCare now! 1-855-994-
1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-

5268.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Plus, Military & Se-
niors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

The bathroom of your dreams 
in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step pro-
cess. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-
4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guid-
ed tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. 
Our tours include accommoda-
tions, transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional Tour Di-
rector and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all 
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-
335-3689.

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

CGS26-121 NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN

that Michelle McLaughlin 
and Amy Lindseth have been 
appointed Personal Represen-
tatives of the Estate of Eugene 
Jack McLaughlin, deceased, 
Lane County Circuit Court 
Case No. 26PB01029. All per-
sons having claims against the 
estate are required to present 
them within four months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice to the Per-
sonal Representative at Wil-
lamette NW Law Firm, LLC, 
735 W. 7th Avenue, Eugene, 

OR 97402, or they may be 
barred. Any person whose 
rights may be affected by 
these proceedings may obtain 
additional information from 
the records of the Court, the 
Personal Representative, or 

from the Personal Represen-
tative’s attorney. DATED and 
first Published: 04/22/2026. /s/ 
Michelle McLaughlin and Amy 
Lindseth, Personal Represen-
tatives 4/22/26

Classifieds • 541-649-1616
150

MISC SERVICES
109

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
150

MISC SERVICES
999

PUBLIC NOTICES
999

PUBLIC NOTICES
150

MISC SERVICES

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of:

• Asbestos
• LEAD Base Paint
• Mold

Residential & 
Commercial

Serving the Willamette 
Valley for 29 years.

● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com

CCB#64090

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel



8     COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL • WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2026

SPORTS

2     COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL • WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2025

POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires 6/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers 
only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries, LLC.

Discover the Beauty & Durability 
of

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

PLUS

ZERO Interest, 
ZERO Payments 

Financing for 12 Months**

$1500 OFF*

CALL NOW 
(844) 847-9778

Prices
From Page 4

Carpet Cleaning Specialist
541-942-0420

www.qualitycleaninginc.net

• Carpet Cleaning
• Area Rugs 
• Upholstery 
• Pet Odor Treatments
• Mattresses 
• Tile & Grout

per barrel for at least three 
months, a recession is 
imminent.

“What we’ve done is 
repeatedly shocked our mac-
roeconomic model with higher 
and higher energy prices to 
see at what tipping point it 
basically pushes the economy 
into recession,” Riccadonna 
said. “We’re not at that level, 
but that doesn’t mean in the 
shades of gray period, in the 
interim, that it doesn’t eat into 
our growth forecast.”

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/05/20/iran-
war-skyrocketing-fuel-prices-
battering-oregons-economic-
forecast/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

Cottage Grove sees personal bests at 2026 Wally Ciochetti Invitational
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sports

Cottage Grove High 
School played host to 30 
track and field teams at 
the 2026 Wally Ciochetti 
Invitational, and the Lions 
had a host of record-setting 
performances to highlight 
the weekend.

Both the boys’ and girls’ 
fields included 16 teams, 
with the boys scoring 22.5 
points to place 10th and 
the girls posting 9 points to 
place 14th. Now in its 23rd 
year, the Wally Ciochetti 
Invitational saw several ath-
letes post personal bests and 
marks that have them climb-
ing up the school record 
books.

Some of the most notable 
performances came from 
the distance running duo 
of Ella Cardwell and Carly 
Knutson. In a field of 28 
athletes in the 1500m, 
Cardwell and Knutson 
both placed in the top ten 
with personal-best times. 
Cardwell took fifth with a 
time of 4:47.78, beating her 
previous record by eight 
seconds. Knutson took 8th 
with a new personal record 
of 4:59.33, seven seconds 
ahead of her previous best, 
and ran below 5 minutes in 
the event for the first time. 
Another personal best came 
from freshman Kaliyah 
Ortiz in the 1500m, with a 
time of 5:22.49.

The events also put 
Cardwell and Knutson 

into the history of Cottage 
Grove. Cardwell, whose 
previous record was the 
sixth-best in school history 
in the 1500m, now holds 

the #program’s 4 mark. 
Knutson’s record puts her 
at #8 on the all-time 1500m 
list at Cottage Grove High 
School.

On the boys’ side, three 
athletes led the pack with 
fourth-place finishes. Atlas 
Daves posted a personal 
best in the javelin, which 
was good for fourth. Lucas 
O’Hara added a fourth-place 
finish in the high jump, and 
Micah Hanke posted a PR 
in the 400m to claim fourth.

Hanke’s time of 51.39 
made school history as the 
10th-fastest in the 400m, 
beating the 51.44 mark set 
by Conner Richardson in 
2013. Hanke and O’Hara 
were alongside Bentley 
Livingston and Peyton 
Ellison as part of the boys 
4x400 team, which placed 
sixth with a time of 3:31, 
good for #10 all-time on the 
Cottage Grove High School 
list.

The final piece of Lions’ 
history was Atlas Daves’ 
javelin throw. The fresh-
man’s toss of 153’ 6” 
moved him to #14 on the 
all-time CGHS list, mov-
ing him ahead of Brandon 
Phemister’s throw of 152’ 
4”. With it being just his 
first season with the Lions, 
there may be plenty of his-
tory left in store for Daves.

The May 15 meet would 
not have been possible with-
out over 40 volunteers who 
worked to make it happen. 
With the track resurfacing 
project coming more into 
focus in 2027, this may 
be one of the last times 
Ciochetti is run on this 
track, it’s only fitting there 
were some historical marks 
achieved.

Theatre holds auditions for I Hate Hamlet
Cottage Theatre will hold audi-

tions at 7 p.m. June 15, for its 
August production, I Hate Hamlet 
by Paul Rudnick. 

This hilarious send-up of actors, 
ambition, and the Bard will run for 
three weekends (11 performances) 
from August 7 - 23. Auditions will 
take place at Cottage Theatre, 700 
Village Drive in Cottage Grove. 
Pre-registration is requested.

In I Hate Hamlet, we meet 
Andrew Rally who seems to have 
it all: fame from a hit TV series, 
a beautiful girlfriend, a glamorous 
agent, a dream Manhattan apart-
ment—and the chance to play 
Hamlet in Central Park. But things 
aren’t as perfect as they seem. 
His show’s been canceled, his 

girlfriend is determined to remain 
chaste, and he hates Shakespeare. 
Enter the ghost of legendary actor 
John Barrymore, who, fueled by 
ego and champagne, is dead set on 
coaching Andrew into theatrical 
greatness. 

What follows is a hilarious clash 
of ambition, art, and egos as the 
young actor battles Barrymore, his 
doubts, and a very real sword. I 
Hate Hamlet is a fast-paced, sharp-
witted comedy that skewers the 
acting world while celebrating its 
passions.

This production is directed by 
Tony Rust. Actors are asked to 
come prepared to perform a short 
Shakespeare monologue and read 
from the script. Information and 

a registration link are available 
on the Cottage Theatre website. 
Advance registration is requested.

Cottage Theatre, founded in 
1982, produces a year-round sea-
son of plays and musicals featuring 
talented Lane County performers. 
The theatre also offers educational 
programs for youth. A member 
of the American Association of 
Community Theatre (AACT), 
Cottage Theatre was one of just six 
theatres in the country selected to 
produce a world premiere as part 
of the AACT 2024 NewPlayFest. 
The theatre is known for its strong 
production values, in keeping 
with its mission of “engaging and 
enriching our community through 
the magic of live theatre.”

Courtesy photo
I Hate Hamlet is scheduled to run for three weekends (11 
performances) from August 7 - 23. Auditions will take place at 
Cottage Theatre.

State unemployment holding steady
STAFF REPORT

A key indicator of 
Oregon’s economy is the 
monthly unemployment rate.

The Oregon Employment 
Department’s latest report 
shows the unemployment rate 
was 5.2% in each of the first 
four months of 2026. 

There were 2,084,749 
employed and 104,290 unem-
ployed in April, according 
to the Oregon Employment 
Department.

In April, Oregon’s sea-
sonally adjusted nonfarm 
payroll employment rose by 
500 jobs, following a loss 

of 4,300 jobs, as revised, in 
March.

GAINS AND LOSSES
April’s gains were larg-

est in health care and social 
assistance (+1,900 jobs) and 
construction (+800). Losses 
were largest in professional 
and business services (-1,000 
jobs); financial activities 
(-900); and retail trade (-800).

Health care and social 
assistance grew rapidly in 
the past 12 months, adding 
12,500 jobs, or 4.0%. During 

the past four years, the sector 
grew rapidly and consistently, 
adding a total of 58,100 jobs, 
or 21.7%, since April 2022. 
In the past 12 months, each 
of its component industries 
grew quickly: social assis-
tance (+5,500 jobs, or 6.6%); 
nursing and residential care 
facilities (+2,800 jobs, or 
4.7%); ambulatory health 
care services (+2,500 jobs, or 
2.3%); and hospitals (+800 
jobs, or 1.2%).

Professional and business 
services continued to shed 
jobs at a pace similar to the 
past three years. This major 
industry cut 9,300 jobs, or 
3.6%, in the past 12 months. 
Losses were large in each of 
its three component indus-
tries: administrative and 
waste services (-4,300 jobs, 
or -4.4%); professional and 
technical services (-3,200 
jobs, or -2.9%); and manage-
ment of companies and enter-
prises (-1,800 jobs, or -3.7%).

Manufacturing employ-
ment dropped 400 jobs in 
April, following steep losses 
over the prior three years. In 
the past 12 months, durable 
goods manufacturing cut 
5,500 jobs, or 4.4%, while 
nondurable goods manu-
facturing cut 1,500 jobs, or 
2.7%.

The U.S. unemployment 
rate was 4.3% in both March 
and April.
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