
The Cottage Grove

entinel
Wednesday August 19, 2026 | 137 years	 	 www.cgsentinel.com		                                    $2.00

Heritage
Fair
Guide

See Page 4 - 5

Cottage 
Grove

Wednesday, 
Aug. 19, 2026
Partly Cloudy

74
55

Team 
Botswana in 
Cottage Grove 

See page 3

www.CurryPilot.com

Latest news can be 
found online at:

@CurryPilot

Phone Number: 503-444-7924 • Email: cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

www.cgsentinel.com

Latest news can be 
found online at:

Classifieds

Calendar of Events -

Opinion 5

Sports 8

Police Blotter 2

INDEX

We're always interested in hearing about news in our 
community. Send us your news, photos, and videos 

and let us know what's going on!
Email us your submission!7/8

See More DRIVING
On Page 6 See more HARNESS

On Page 6

‘It’s the unknown that is concerning to us’
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel 

While the majority of the sum-
mer wildfires in Oregon have been 
on the east side of the Cascades, 
continued hot, dry weather, drought 
conditions, and the threat of light-
ning, will heighten the fire danger 
in Western Oregon, including Lane 
County.

“It is the unknown that is con-
cerning to us,” South Lane County 
Fire & Rescue (SLCFR) Deputy 
Chief Justin Baird said. “It’s hot 
and dry and we have not had any 
moisture for a long time, so as we 
get into late summer, dry lighting 
starts to come in and that will be a 
concern.”

The lack of snowpack over the 
winter and the continued dry condi-
tions locally combined with east 
winds that likely occur in late sum-
mer are the driving actors that Baird 
said are heightening the wildfire 
danger.

“Those east wind events, where 
the wind is coming of the high 
desert, and the winds can pick up 
burning embers,” he said. “That’s 
what causes these big fires. High 
heat, low humidity, and a strong 
wind. The embers are thrown ahead 
of the fire.”

Resources to battle wildfires are 
also of concern to local firefighters.

“Resources across the state are 
pretty thin right now, because there 
are a lot of fires throughout the state 
of Oregon” Baird said. “We are 
still at our normal capacity as far as 
response goes.”

SLCFR also has partnership 
agreements for mutual aid from 
surrounding districts including the 
Oregon Department of Forestry. 

Baid emphasized that residents 
and visitors to the area need to 
know the evacuation levels in the 
case of a wildfire.

‘People need to pay attention 
to the evacuation levels and have 
personal belongings and valuables 
packed up that are easy to grab 
when there is an evacuation alert, 
especially if you live closer to the 
edge of the forest,” he said. 

Baird also cautions the public 
about knowing the safest route out 
of an area when a wildfire occurs.

“Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
Search and Rescue provides route 
maps for the safest places to go 
when there is an evacuation order, 
so we work hand-in-hand with 
LCSO when it comes to evacua-
tions,” he said.

Often, when there is a major 
emergency, such as a wildfire, traf-
fic away from the danger zone can 
be hectic and congested.

“Be patient,” Baird said.” Be 
aware of your surroundings and 
know what’s going on. Just being 
informed and being aware in the big 
thing.” 

Baird also recommends property 
owners take steps to protect their 
property from wildfires by keeping 
lawns well-watered and removing 
overgrown brush. More prevention 
information can be found at the 
Oregon State Fire marshal’s website.

The Oregon Department of 
Emergency Management (OEM) 
urges everyone to prepare for 
wildfires and other emergencies by 
knowing evacuation levels, staying 
informed, having a plan, and having 
a go-kit ready.

The Oregon Evacuation Levels

• Oregon follows a three-level 
evacuation notification system, each 
structured around safety threat level. 
Be Ready. Be Set. Go Now.

• Oregonians should become 
familiar with “Be Ready, Be Set, 
Go!” evaluation levels to make 
informed decisions when receiving 
evacuation notices.

• OEM urges people to evacuate 
whenever they feel unsafe, condi-
tions can change rapidly; individuals 
should always make the best deci-
sion for their safety.

• Following evacuation, people 
should not return to the area until 
public safety officials state it is safe.

Oregon has set a historic high 
number of acres burned during the 
2026 summer wildfire season at 2.3 
million acres.

Courtesy from the Oregon department of Forestry
The Wasco County Grasshopper Fire on Wednesday, Aug. 13, reached 83,642 acres. At that 
time, the fire was 20 percent contained with 1,832 personnel assigned to the incident. 

Courtesy photo
Lane County recorded 56 
traffic deaths in 2022. 89% of 
these crashes involved im-
pairment and or speed. Lane 
County recorded 41 deaths in 
2023 and 49 deaths in 2024, 
According to the Oregon De-
partment of Transportation.

‘High-risk 
driving 
behaviors’ 
increasing in 
Lane County

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County has consistently 
ranked among the top three highest 
counties in Oregon for fatal crashes. 

According to the Oregon 
Department of Transportation, Lane 
County recorded 56 traffic deaths in 
2022. 89% of these crashes involved 
impairment and or speed. Lane 
County recorded 41 deaths in 2023 
and 49 deaths in 2024.

“The reality is, high risk driv-
ing behaviors, especially speeding, 
are still increasing,” Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) Sgt. Levi 
McKenny said. “Lane County con-
tinues to make an impact and try 
to improve roadway safety through 
public education and enforcement.”

LCSO deputies are continuing 
to utilize grant funding to show an 
increased presence on county roads, 
according to McKenny.

“LCSO does not have a full-time 
dedicated traffic enforcement unit,” 
he said. “Most offenders get stopped 
simply because the deputy happened 
to be in the right place at the right 
time and was in between priority 
calls-for -service. This only raises 
more concerns about how often 
these dangerous driving behaviors go 
undetected.”

The Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
is asking for every driver’s assis-
tance to help keep the roads safe. 

“Please plan ahead. Give yourself 
extra travel time. Practice patience. 
Remember we all share the roadway 
with drivers of all ages and varying 
levels of experience. Together, we 
can reduce speeds and make Lane 

Rapid attack stops nearby Harness wildfire
CINDY WEELDREYER 
Cottage Grove Sentinel 

A warm, breezy Tuesday after-
noon turned uneasy when a plume 
of white smoke rose over the ridge 
south of Cottage Grove. 

Nearly an hour before the smoke 
became visible from town on Aug. 
11, subscribers to the Watch Duty 
mobile app received an alert at 1:35 
p.m. that a fire had been detected 
about 16 miles to the south.

The fire, originally named the 
Big Baldy Fire and later renamed 
the Harness Fire by the National 
Interagency Fire Center, was burn-
ing in a reproductive timber unit 
approximately 16 miles south of 
Cottage Grove.

The fire was first detected by 
the University of Oregon’s Oregon 
Hazards Lab camera network, which 
monitors remote terrain through 
high resolution mountaintop cam-
eras capable of spotting smoke 
within minutes. The alert was 
confirmed through Watch Duty, a 

mobile app that provides real time 
wildfire updates from trained volun-
teers and retired emergency person-
nel, along with the statewide Alert 
Oregon system that distributes emer-
gency notifications to the public.

The Oregon Hazards Lab oper-
ates a statewide network of wildfire 
cameras that provide real time 
visual monitoring to fire agencies 
and emergency managers. Watch 
Duty is a nonprofit organization 
with a national network that delivers 

real time wildfire alerts, scanner 
updates and verified incident reports 
to the public via the free phone app.

AJ Eccles is the senior digital 
communications manager for Watch 
Duty. He told The Sentinel, “If an 
incident we are monitoring has a 
threat to life or property, we notify 
the public through the app. Our 
platform serves users nationwide 
and has become a critical source of 
intelligence for residents and emer-
gency managers during fast moving 
fire events.”

The Douglas Forest Protective 
Association (DFPA) mounted a 
well-coordinated initial attack near 
the Lane and Douglas County line.

At 2:04 p.m., DFPA reported that 
the fire was in a remote area with 
no structures threatened and that 
it was located within a mutual aid 
response area, with resources from 

Courtesy photo from the University of Oregon
The fire burned in a reproductive timber unit approximately 
16 miles south of Cottage Grove.
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POLICE BLOTTER

The police blotter 
relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject 
to change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, 
AUGUST 3
08:58: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:42: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block S. 10th 
St.

11:53: Suspicious 
condition, 100 block S. 
River Rd.

12:03: Shots fired, 500 
block E. Main St.

12:14: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

12:35: Dog at large, 
1400 block N. Douglas 
St.

12:49: Trespass, 900 
block Row River Rd.

13:40: Theft, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

14:08: Abandoned 
vehicle, 700 block E. 
Gibbs Ave.

14:22: Agency assist, 
400 block E. Main St.

14:39: Dog at large, 
300 block S. River Rd.

15:17: Suspicious con-
dition, 300 block Coop 
Ct.

15:40: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

15:51: Hit and run, 
1200 block Hwy 99

16:30: Fraud, 1000 
block E. Jackson Ave.

16:57: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1400 block E. 
Madison Ave.

18:21: Abandoned 
vehicle, Anthony Ct/
Anthony Ave.

19:09: Suicidal subject, 
32000 block Rachel Rd.

22:59: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1500 block Gateway 
Blvd.

23:22: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block E. Main 
St.

TUESDAY, 
AUGUST 4
01:33: Suspicious 

subject, Oswald West/
Gateway Blvd.

06:54: Trespass, 1500 
block Village Dr.

09:27: Trespass, 200 
block S. 6th St.

09:57: Agency assist, 
34000 block Shoreview 
Dr.

10:18: Criminal mis-
chief, 2800 block Row 
River Rd.

13:42: DUII, 1800 
block N. Douglas St.

14:03: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Hwy 99/Main

15:32: Theft, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

16:43: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1900 block S. 
6th St.

17:10: Suspicious con-
dition, 900 block Row 
River Rd.

17:42: Harassment, 
1500 block Fairview Pl.

18:35: Suspicious 
subject, 1500 block Red 
Hills Pl.

18:36: Disturbance, 
32000 block Rachel Rd.

18:58: Abandoned 
vehicle, N. River Rd/
Holly

19:07: Disturbance, 
37000 block Row River 
Rd.

19:28: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

WEDNESDAY, 
AUGUST 5

00:16: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1000 block W. Main 
St.

08:59: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

14:30: Alarm, 700 
block E. Main St.

14:34: Suspicious 
subject, 1400 block N. 
Douglas St.

14:36: Alarm, 3000 
block Row River Rd.

17:53: Harassment, 
1300 block Pennoyer 
Ave.

19:50: Suspicious con-
dition, 200 block N. 10th 
St.

22:45: Order violation, 
200 block S. River Rd.

23:20: Disturbance, 
900 block Blue Sky Dr.

THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 6

00:04: Disturbance, 
1000 block Adams Ave.

07:15: Abandoned 
vehicle, 5th/Monroe

09:47: Harassment, 
100 block Gateway Blvd.

11:12: Criminal mis-
chief, 1000 block Adams 
Ave.

12:57: Juvenile trouble, 
400 block E. Main St.

13:33: Disturbance, 
1300 block Birch Ave.

16:24: Disturbance, 
1200 block Adams Ave.

16:50: Motor vehicle 
crash, 33000 block Howe 
Ln.

17:06: Disorderly sub-
jects, 200 block N. 9th 
St.

17:18: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:35: Hit and run, 
1600 block E. Main St.

18:38: Disturbance, 
1200 block Adams Ave.

18:57: Wanted subject, 
400 block E. Main St.

19:21: Animal info, 
900 block Row River 
Rd.

19:39: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 9th St.

20:41: Suspicious 
condition, 500 block N. 
Douglas St.

21:19: DUII ATL, 500 
block Gateway Blvd.

21:39: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block S. 10th 
St.

23:14: Warrant service, 
Exit 174 SB Offramp

23:43: Suspicious 
condition, 800 block W. 
Main St.

23:57: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
02:10: Barking dog, 

200 block Hayes Ave.
03:00: Barking dog, 

200 block Hayes Ave.
03:51: Suspicious con-

dition, 1100 block S. 8th 
St.

05:51: Fire, 14th/
Harvey

06:22: Disturbance, 
100 block Taylor Pl.

A CLOSER LOOK

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285 &

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

The following is from 
the Cottage Grove Police 
Department’s Weekly Update. 

-A two-vehicle motor 
vehicle accident was reported 
in the Safeway parking lot. 
Officers assisted both drivers 
with exchanging the appropri-
ate information.

- Multiple calls brought 
officers to the designated 
camp at 12th Street in one 
day regarding harassment, 
disturbances, and the burn-
ing of miscellaneous items. 
During two separate inci-
dents, two females were 
arrested. One female was 
transported to the Lane 
County Jail on a charge 
of Disorderly Conduct in 
the Second Degree (ORS 
166.025). The other female 
was later issued citations 
in lieu of custody for three 
Cottage Grove Municipal 
Court warrants.

- A report of a white vehi-
cle driving on the bike path 
at North Regional Park led to 
a traffic stop. The driver dis-
played signs of impairment, 
and a strong odor of an alco-
holic beverage was detected 

coming from the vehicle. 
Dispatch also advised that the 
driver had a suspended driv-
er’s license and was required 
to have an Ignition Interlock 
Device in the vehicle. The 
driver refused to participate 
in Field Sobriety Testing and 
was eventually transported to 
the police department, where 
he provided a breath sample 
indicating a blood alcohol 
concentration of 0.08%. He 
was issued citations in lieu 
of custody for DUII (ORS 
813.010) and Reckless 
Driving (ORS 811.140).

- A reported non-injury, 
non-blocking collision 
involving a semi-truck and 
minivan occurred on private 
property in a driveway near 
the KFC/truck stop. While 
no enforcement action was 
required, the involved drivers 
were assisted with exchang-
ing information.

- A report of an illegal 
campsite near Hole 9 of the 
disc golf course brought 
officers into the wooded 
area on the north side of the 
course. Approximately one 
mile down the path, officers 

located the reported yellow 
and gray tent and contacted 
two individuals. Their identi-
ties were confirmed, DMV 
photographs were matched, 
and both individuals were 
advised regarding the illegal 
camping before the area was 
cleared.

- A stressful situation at 
Walmart involving an infant 
accidentally locked inside 
a vehicle required a quick 
response. When officers 
arrived, the child was visibly 
in distress. Using a window 
punch, a vehicle window 
was broken and the child 
was safely removed. Officers 
used water and damp cloths 
to help cool the child while 
waiting for medics to arrive. 
Medics provided additional 
care before releasing the 
child back to the parent.

- Officers assisted Oregon 
State Police with clearing 
a US Forest Service build-
ing that was found to have a 
broken window and a door 
kicked in. The building was 
cleared and confirmed to be 
vacant.

- Officers responded to 
Middlefield Oaks Senior 
Living involved a female 
who had previously been 
trespassed from the business 
and was reportedly found 

inside an employee room, 
where she had helped herself 
to food. The female had left 
the building and surrounding 
area prior to arrival. A police 
report was completed, and a 

charge of Criminal Trespass 
in the Second Degree was 
added to her local file so a 
citation can be issued during 
the next contact.

‘Destressed child’ rescued

Pursuit ends in arrest
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

A Cottage Grove resident 
faces multiple charges fol-
lowing a law enforcement 
pursuit along Bryson Sears 
Road.

At Approximately 8:45 
pm, July 27, Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) dep-
uties spotted an individual 
who had active felony war-
rants. The male, 40-year-old 
Kyle Littleton Lasater, was 
driving a vehicle on Bryson 
Sears Road at the time. 

Deputies attempted to stop 
Lasater’s vehicle, but he 

attempted to elude deputies, 
leading to a vehicle pursuit, 
according to LCSO Sgt. Levi 
McKenny.

“Lasater ran from the 
vehicle in the 78000 block of 
Bryson Sears Road. Deputies 
established a perimeter 
deployed a Lane County K9. 
With the help of LCSO K9 
Tito, Lasater was found a 
short time later.

Lasater was arrested and 
lodged at the Lane County 
Jail. He has been charged 
with the below listed crimes.

• Forgery in the First 
Degree

• Felon in Possession of a 
Weapon (2 counts)

• Criminal Mischief in the 
First Degree

• Attempting to Elude a 
Police Officer Felony (3 
counts)

• Attempting to Elude a 
Police Officer Misdemeanor

• Reckless Driving (2 
counts)

• Reckless Endangering (3 
counts)

• Violation of Restraining 
Order

• Assault in the Fourth 
Degree

06:30: Suspicious con-
dition, 100 block Palmer 
Ave.

07:44: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1100 block E. Main 
St.

08:13: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

08:53: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

10:35: Criminal mis-
chief, 800 block Row 
River Rd.

10:50: Barking dog, 
900 block South T Ct.

12:15: Theft, 900 block 
W. Main St.

15:41: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

16:11: Harassment, 800 
block N. Douglas St.

16:20: Trespass, 1200 
block E. Main St.

16:43: Illegal camping, 
2100 block N. Douglas 
St.

18:55: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

20:05: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

20:21: Fire, 400 block 
N. 14th St.

20:40: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. River 
Rd.

21:27: Suspicious con-
dition, Cherry/Wood

22:07: Warrant service, 
200 block S. River Rd.

22:24: Barking dog, 
1200 block Bryant Ave.

23:53: Fire, 2100 block 
Wilson Ct.

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST 8

02:52: Suspicious con-
dition, Connector

03:18: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

03:55: Suspicious sub-
ject, 800 block Gateway 
Blvd.

04:37: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

10:35: Wanted subject, 
1100 block Lane Ct.

10:47: Agency assist, 
1400 block Daugherty 
Ave.

10:53: Assault, 1500 
block Edison Ave.

12:11: Burglary, 1500 
block Edison Ave.

12:54: Animal info, 
800 block S. 3rd St.

16:21: Motor vehicle 
crash, 1500 block E. 
Main St.

16:55: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block N. 9th St.

18:38: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1500 block Gateway 
Blvd.

18:53: Suspicious sub-
ject, 200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

18:57: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th 
St.

19:50: Barking dog, 
200 block South N St.

20:10: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Adams/10th

23:32: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1300 block E. 
Main St.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
01:35: Shots fired, 

37000 block Row River 
Rd.

01:58: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block E. Main 
St.

03:55: Disturbance, 
900 block Arthur Ave.

04:05: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

09:02: Repo, 2400 
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

09:14: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

11:22: Illegal camping, 
1400 block N. Douglas 
St.

14:04: Disturbance, 
900 block Row River 
Rd.

14:34: Motor vehicle 
crash, Gateway/Row 
River Rd.

16:16: Disturbance, 
100 block S. 21st St.

20:26: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

22:08: Illegal camping, 
3200 block Row River 
Rd.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

AUGUST 19
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 
740 Row River Rd.

• Senior Center 
Pinochle Games. 1 p.m. 
Senior Center. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

• Summer Reading 
Wrap up Party. 2:30-
3:30 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Library, 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Chamber Concerts 
in the Park: Perfect 
Flavor (pop, country & 
blues)  

      Bohemia Park 
Amphitheater. Vendors 
5:30–8 p.m. Concert 
6:30–8 p.m.

• Acoustic Jam with 
Gregg Biller. 6–7:30 
p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing. 

• Axe and Fiddle 
Game Night. 6:30–9:30 
p.m. Free 

• Elks Lodge Bingo. 
Early Bird 6:30 p.m. 
Regular Games 7 p.m. 
Elks Lodge.

• Concerts in the Park 
After Party 8–9 p.m. 
Cottage Grove Public 
Market.

AUGUST 20
• T.O.P.S. Club. 

9:30–11 a.m. Delight 
Valley Church of Christ, 
Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 
a.m. CG Public Library.

• Community Center 
Table Tennis. 4–6 p.m. 
Community Center

• Bread Club. 5–7 
p.m. CG Public Market.

• Celebrate Recovery. 
5:15 p.m. Calvary 
Chapel. 1447 Hwy 99N.

• Stone Hart (rock). 
6–8 p.m. CG Public 
Market. 

• Paul Prince (slide 
guitarist). 6–8 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery.

• Open Mic Night. 
7 p.m. (Sign Up 6:30 
p.m.) Axe and Fiddle.

• Cottage Theatre 
Play: “I Hate Hamlet”, 
7:30pm, 700 Village 
Drive

• Arthur Buezo (sav-
age folk). 8:30–10:30 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

AUGUST 21
• W.O.E. Heritage 

Fair. 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Fairgrounds. 2000 N. 
Douglas St.

• Bohemia Gold 
Mining Museum Yard 
Sale. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
308 S. 6th St.

• Storytime. 11:30 
a.m. CG Public Library.

• CG Library Free 
Family Movie. 3–5 p.m. 

• American Legion 
Bingo. 5–7 p.m. 
American Legion Post 
32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Steak 
Dinner. $14. 5:30–7 
p.m. 775 N. River Rd. 
$12

• Saginaw Vineyard 
Friday Night Live. 6–9 
p.m. 80247 Delight 
Valley School Rd.

• Jackson’s Pub 
Karaoke Night with 
Jesse Hart. 6:30 p.m. 
CG Public Market. 912 
E. Main St.

• The Regulars 
(Americana). 6:30–
9:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Weekly Pool 
Tournament. 7 p.m. 
Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Cottage Theatre 
Play: “I Hate Hamlet”, 
7:30pm, 700 Village 
Drive

• DuBb Central (reg-
gae). 8:30–10:30 p.m. 
Axe and Fiddle.

	
AUGUST 22
• Share Fair, 9 a.m. 

1133 E. Main St.
• South Valley 

Farmers Market. 10 
a.m.–2 p.m. 7th and 
Main Street.

• W.O.E. Heritage 
Fair. 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Fairgrounds. 2000 N. 
Douglas St.

• Cottage Grove 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 
Birch Avenue and H 
Street.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 4–10 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Cottage Grove 
Speedway Back to 
School Night. 6 p.m.

• AlAnon “Courage 
to Change.” 7 p.m. 
Sinclair Room. City 
Hall.

• Cottage Theatre 
Play: “I Hate Hamlet”, 
7:30pm, 700 Village 
Drive

• Nat Lefkoff (folk, 
Americana, indie rock). 
Axe and Fiddle. 

AUGUST 23
• W.O.E. Heritage 

Fair. 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Fairgrounds. 2000 N. 
Douglas St.

• Cottage Grove 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 
Birch Avenue and H 
Street.

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 
p.m. VFW Post 3473. 
3160 Hillside Dr.

• Cottage Theatre 
Play: “I Hate Hamlet”, 
2:30pm, 700 Village 
Drive

• South Valley 
Athletics Bingo 
Fundraiser. 3:30-
5:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Walker T. Ryan 
(blues). 6–8 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle.

AUGUST 24
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 
740 Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Community 
Center.

• Gardeners Meeting. 
5:30–7:00 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery.

AUGUST 25
• Ukulele Club. (for 

adults) 9 a.m. CG 
Public Library.

• Bilingual Story 
Time. 5 p.m. CG Public 
Library.

• Trinity Lutheran 
Free Take‑Out Dinner. 

5:15–6:15 p.m. 675 S. 
7th St.

• Trivia & Games 
with Gerald and 
Cribbage with Ted. 

6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

U20 Botswana squad finishes competing at championships  
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Botswana Track and 
Field team that the City of 
Cottage Grove hosted com-
peted with the best under-20 
athletes in the world at the 
21st World Athletics U20 
Championships at Hayward 
Field. 

 Their time in Cottage 
Grove was spent training 
and enjoying many of the 
experiences that made the 
previous visit by a Botswana 
delegation so successful. City 
of Cottage Grove Project 
Coordinator Shauna Neigh 
helped coordinate the team’s 
visit, and she was happy with 
how it turned out. 

 While the athletes needed 
a little more rest during their 
abbreviated stay this time 
around, they still got plenty 
of hearty hospitality.  

“We went to the speedway, 
we went to the lake, they 
got to go to the arcade at the 
arcade downtown. So, we 
were able to do some fun 
things before we sent them 
off to do what they had to do 
in Eugene,” Neigh said. “It 
was a nice visit. Completely 
different crew, different peo-
ple, but just as wonderful.” 

 After training at the high 
school during their few-
day-long stay, the team put 
their best foot forward on 
the track. The delegation 
was made up of 11 athletes, 
including 10 male and 1 
female, along with four team 
officials. Competing on the 

big stage in Eugene, they had 
athletes in the 100m, 200m, 
400m, 4×100m Relay, and 
4×400m Relay.

 In the first event, the 
100m, which took place Aug. 
5, Wazha Matakule finished 
third in both the first and 
semifinal rounds to qualify 
for the finals. His first-round 
time was a new personal best, 
finishing in 10.39, a mark he 
surpassed in the semifinals, 
running 10.28. While he fin-
ished 9th in the event in the 
final on Aug. 6, his qualify-
ing time for the final was a 
big achievement. 

 In the 400m on Aug. 
6, Botswana had two ath-
letes competing. In the first 
round, Tsaone Dintwa was 
disqualified in the first heat, 
but Junior Phatisma finished 
third in his heat with a time 
of 47.05, qualifying for the 
next round. In the semifinal, 
Phatisma finished 5th, not 
getting a spot in the finals, 
but topping his previous time 
with a 46.32. 

 The next day, Aug. 7, 
the team had representa-
tives in both the mens and 
womens 200m. In the men’s, 
Jack Newman finished 5th 
with a time of 21.18. On the 
women’s side, Same Amantle 
Mhutsiwa also finished 5th 
with a time of 24.08. Wazha 
Matakule was also to com-
pete in the 200m, but he did 
not register a time due to a 
DQ. 

 The final events for the 
team were relays, both in the 

men’s 4x100 and 4x400. The 
men’s 4x400 team of Warona 
Mbigi Mokgosi, Phatsima, 
Mabua Resego,  and Tsaone 
Dintwa had one of the high-
lights of the weekend, finish-
ing first in the first round 
with a season-best time of 
3:08.22, qualifying for the 
final. In the final, the team 
took sixth, with a time of 
3:05.80, another new season 
best. 

 In the 4x100, the 
team, comprising Kopano 
Mpitsang, Wazha Matakule, 
Lucky Knight Chivero, and 
Jack Newman, finished fourth 
in their heat, missing out 
on the final with a time of 
39.84. Still, it marked a new 
National Under 20 record for 
the program. 

 It was a whirlwind for the 
team, and for Neigh and the 
city, it was fun to keep the 
connection between the coun-
try and the city strong. Neigh 
described how significant the 
experience was. 

 “It means so much to me 
and our city to be able to host 
these future Olympic athletes. 
These races are designed to 
prepare these young kids to 
be in the Olympics,” Neigh 
said. “It was really an honor 
to be able to spend some time 
with that class of athletes 
and see them work, and the 
coaches work, and the rela-
tionships that they have with 
the athletes, and the respect 
they have for each other.”

 The Chamber of 
Commerce and the Bookmine 

hung photos of the team in 
their windows, and when the 
team saw them, they were 
excited about the gesture of 
recognition. 

 “We were able to go 
downtown while the farmers 
market was going on, and the 
team was able to sit in front 
and take some pictures of 
themselves in front of their 
photos in the window. They 
were really happy to be kind 
of celebrities for a little bit,” 
Neigh said. 

 Another moving moment 
came when the team came 
to the Cottage Grove City 
Council chambers and saw 
the signed Botswana team 
jersey that hangs there. It 
features all the signatures 
from the senior team that the 
city hosted in 2022, including 
that of Letsile Tebogo. Seeing 
some of the names they idol-
ized was a special reminder 
of the connection between the 
two communities. 

 “That was really a touch-
ing moment for me to watch 

the coach talk to them about 
what he had accomplished, 
and see what’s possible if 
you’re dedicated. And they 
were all in awe of the differ-
ent times, and it was really 
a pretty neat experience,” 
Neigh said. 

 Hopefully, the tie between 
Botswana and Cottage Grove 
stays strong, and there will be 
plenty more partnerships in 
the future; the foundation that 
exists already shows promise 
for an expanding legacy. 

Courtesy photo from Shauna Neigh 
A moving moment for the team when the members came to the Cottage 
Grove City Council chambers and saw the signed Botswana team jersey that 
graces the wall there.



4     COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL • WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026

Thank Thank 
you!you!

Office: 541.942.6077
Fax: 541.942.3496

616 E. Main St.
Cottage Grove

Tralena Whitten
Principal Broker
Cell 541.556-5137

Bryan Wesley
Principal Broker
Cell 541.520.4771

Luke Whitten
Broker
Cell 541.556.6899

Jim Downing
GRI • Principal Broker
Cell 541.953.0325W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Welcome to 
Western 
Oregon

Exposition
Heritage Fair 2026

A Living Landmark: Western Oregon Exposition Marks Its 94th Year
For nearly a century, 

the Western Oregon 
Exposition (W.O.E.) has 
stood as one of Cottage 
Grove’s most enduring com-
munity institutions—a place 
where heritage, creativity, and 
connection come together. 
Now marking its 94th year, 
its Heritage Fair continues 
a tradition that began long 
before the Fairgrounds 
existed and has been shaped 
by the people and industries 
that built South Lane County.

Its story begins in 1932, 
when local Granges and 
civic groups organized small 
exhibitions to celebrate the 
region’s agricultural and log-
ging heritage. These early 
fairs were nomadic, held in 
lumberyards, garages, parks, 
and school buildings—wher-
ever space could be found. 
The Dorena, London, Hebron, 
and North Douglas Granges 
played a pivotal role, creating 
a gathering place where farm-
ers, homemakers, gardeners, 
and 4 H youth could exhibit 
their skills and share their 
work with neighbors.

The Western Oregon 
Exposition was formally 
incorporated in 1955, mark-
ing a turning point in its 
history. Thanks to a land 

donation from Stanley E. 
Daugherty, the fair found a 
permanent home next to the 
Cottage Grove Speedway. 
With a dedicated site, the 
Exposition grew into a 
beloved annual tradition, 
expanding its exhibits, enter-
tainment, and community 
partnerships while staying 
true to its roots.

Today, the historic W.O.E. 
Fairgrounds on North 
Douglas Avenue serve not 
only as the home of the 
Heritage Fair but as a year 
round hub for community 
events. The Fairgrounds 
host car shows, dog shows, 
holiday bazaars, nonprofit 
fundraisers, and private rent-
als such as weddings and 
reunions. These events reflect 
the same spirit of volun-
teerism and community pride 
that launched the Exposition 
in the 1930s.

The Heritage Fair remains 
the centerpiece of the 
Fairgrounds’ mission. Each 
August, the grounds come 
alive with music, hands-on 
demonstrations, competi-
tions, old-fashioned games 
and exhibits that honor the 
region’s past while engag-
ing new generations. The 
Logging Show is one of the 

Fair’s most iconic traditions, 
featuring hot saw and stock 
saw cutting, double buck 
races, axe throwing, and divi-
sions for women and kids. 
As one of the last logging 
shows in Oregon, it attracts 
international competitors. As 
W.O.E. Board President Ken 
Schwieger explained, “It’s 
more than just a show—it’s a 
living tribute to our roots.”

The fair also celebrates 
Cottage Grove’s creative and 
agricultural heritage through 
exhibits, youth activities, and 
hands on demonstrations. 
Children enjoy sack races and 
haystack treasure hunts, meet 
farm animals, and participate 
in old fashioned games. 

Exhibitors display hand-
made crafts, homegrown pro-
duce, photography, textiles, 
and baked goods—continu-
ing the tradition of showcas-
ing local talent. Schwieger 
said, “This fair isn’t just 
memorable—it’s meaning-
ful… It’s a place where we 
come together, celebrate our 
shared story, and support 
one another.”

Behind the scenes, the 
Fairgrounds are sustained 
by volunteers, sponsors, 
and community partners. 
Longtime supporters like the 

Woodard Family Foundation 
and Starfire Lumber help 
ensure the fair remains free 
for all ages. Their support, 
along with the dedication 
of volunteers, keeps the 
Fairgrounds thriving and 
accessible all year long.

From its humble begin-
nings in Grange halls to 
its present day role as 
a community gathering 
place, the Western Oregon 
Exposition remains a living 

legacy—one that honors 
Cottage Grove’s past while 
welcoming new memories 
year after year.

KEY MILESTONES IN 
W.O.E. HISTORY

1932  Local Granges 
launch the first Western 
Oregon Exposition 
exhibitions. 

1930s–1950s Fairs held in 
lumberyards, garages, parks, 
and schools. 

1955 W.O.E. incorpo-
rates; Stanley E. Daugherty 
donates land for permanent 
Fairgrounds. 

1960s–1990s Exhibits 
expand; logging competi-
tions and youth programs 
grow. 

2000s Fairgrounds 
become a year round venue 
for car shows, dog shows, 
bazaars, and fundraisers. 

2026 W.O.E. Heritage Fair 
celebrates its 94th year.

Three-legged race is a popular event during the fair. 

WOE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Welcome to our 

Heritage Fair!
It is my pleasure, 

on behalf of our Fair 
Board and volunteers, 
to welcome families, 
friends, neighbors, and 
visitors to another won-
derful Heritage Fair. 
This special event is 
more than just a gather-
ing—it is a celebration 
of our community, our 
traditions, and the expe-
riences that bring gen-
erations together.

Our hope is that every 
family who attends will 
create memories that 
last a lifetime. From the 
excitement on a child’s 
face as they see live 
animals, to the laughter 
shared over good food, 
music, and activities, 
the Fair offers some-
thing for everyone. 
These are the moments 
that become treasured 
family stories and tradi-
tions passed down from 
one generation to the 
next.

One of the most 
rewarding parts of 
our Fair is seeing 
young people experi-
ence things they may 
not encounter every 
day. Our youth have 
opportunities to learn, 
explore, ask questions, 
and discover new inter-
ests. Whether they are 
watching the logging 
show, seeing farm ani-
mals up close, visiting 
exhibits, or enjoying the 

many activities through-
out the Fairgrounds, we 
want every young per-
son to leave with a new 
experience and perhaps 
a little more appre-
ciation for the people, 
skills, and traditions 
that helped shape our 
community.

Our Heritage Fair 
also honors the past 
while celebrating the 
present. The tradi-
tions represented here 
remind us of the hard 
work, creativity, and 
determination of those 
who came before us. 
The logging show is a 
wonderful example of 
that heritage, provid-
ing entertainment while 
demonstrating skills 
and equipment that 
have played an impor-
tant role in our region. 
It is enjoyed by both 
adults and children and 
helps connect today’s 
families with our area’s 
history.

Throughout the Fair, 
you will find exhibits 
and displays that are 
both educational and 
creative. They show-
case the talents, knowl-
edge, accomplishments, 
and interests of people 
in our community. We 
encourage you to take 
your time, look around, 
talk with exhibitors, 
and discover something 
new.

Of course, no Fair 
would be complete 

without great food! 
Our food vendors offer 
a variety of favorites 
and delicious treats, 
while our other vendors 
provide opportunities 
to browse, shop, and 
support local businesses 
and organizations.

And then there is 
the music—the sounds 
of talented performers 
adding energy, enjoy-
ment, and a little extra 
spirit to our celebration. 
We hope you will find a 
place to sit, listen, and 
enjoy the music with 
family and friends.

Putting on an event of 
this size takes the dedi-
cation of many people. 
I extend my sincere 
appreciation to our vol-
unteers, exhibitors, ven-
dors, performers, spon-
sors, participants, and 
everyone who works 
behind the scenes to 
make this Fair possible.

Thank you for being 
part of our Heritage 
Fair. We invite you to 
slow down, enjoy the 
day, make memories, 
celebrate our traditions, 
and experience all that 
our community has to 
offer.

Welcome, and enjoy 
the Fair!

Ken Schwieger
President, Western 
Oregon Expo Heritage 
Fair

The Heritage Fair is made 
possible through the gen-
erosity of local businesses, 
organizations, and community 
partners who generously 
invest in keeping this tradi-
tion alive. Their support helps 
bring music to the stages, 
activities to the Fairgrounds, 
and opportunities for families 
to enjoy a full and memo-
rable weekend together. We 
gratefully acknowledge these 
sponsors for their commit-
ment to our community.

Alana Welty
Axxis Elite Builders
B.A.M. Landscaping and 

Maintenance LLC
Body Works
Bohemia Food Hub
Bonnie Helsel Wedding 

Flowers
Boyce and Sons 
Charles and Connie Green
Cottage Grove Community 

Foundation
Deals and Steals
Firelight Marketing
Full Circle Tree Service

Horners Inc.
Leaf Home
Log House Plants
Modern Samurai Academy
Patton’s Country Gardens
Shady Oaks Plants and 

Produce
Starfire Lumber Company
T + K Creations
The Bookmine
The Burger Cart
Valley Fitness
Woodard Family 

Foundation

W.O.E. 2026 
Heritage Fair Sponsors

I) 

LJ 
Hosted by 

Coast Fork Church 
Invites you to join us for a great time of 
worship, music and the Word of God.

Dates: August 19-20 at 6 p.m.
Potluck: August 23 at 4:30 p.m. 

and Service: 6 p.m.
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2424//77
Computer Sales Service & Repair

Welcome to 
Western 
Oregon

Exposition
Heritage Fair 2026

Western Oregon Exposition 2026 Heritage Fair Schedule of Events
August 21-23
Schedule of Events

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
Fairgrounds open 10:00 am–8:00 pm
Ongoing: Exhibit Displays, Vendors, and 

Demonstrations

STARFIRE STAGE
• Youth Variety Show featuring Sean 

Brennan Students, 10 a.m.
• The Huckleberrys: Blues to Bluegrass, 

5:00–8:00 pm

WOODARD PAVILION
• Cottage Grove Historical Museum 

display
• Demonstrations

BUILDING 2
• AWANA Grand Prix, Build your own 

race car
• Logging Display, historic equipment

• Train Display, Don Williams’ Steam 
Engine Big Boy

• Oregon State University Extension 
Service

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
Fairgrounds open 10:00 am–9:00 pm
Ongoing: Exhibit Displays

FRONT STAGE
• Creative Chaos Play Performances, 

11:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
• Dr Delusion’s Illusions, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

STARFIRE STAGE
• Jimmy and Friends, (Americana, blue-

grass) 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
• Linda Diaz and Breaking the Sound 

Barrier Deaf Choir 11:30-11:50 a.m.
• Annie Mae Rhodes Band (bluegrass, 

country, gospel), 2:00-3:30 p.m.
• Zephry (rock), 6:00–9:00 p.m.

VENDOR AREA
• Live music with Dakota Harris

LOGGING COMPETITION
• Back area of Fairgrounds, 3:00–6:00 pm 

(Sign up day of event)

WOODARD PAVILION
• Cottage Grove Historical Museum 

display
• Demonstrations

BUILDING 2
• AWANA Grand Prix Racing for Kids
• Logging Display
• Don Williams’ Train Display
• OSU Extension Information

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
Fairgrounds open 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Ongoing: Exhibit Displays

STARFIRE STAGE
• Bradly Shepherd’s Perfect Flavor (vin-

tage music and new songs) 2-4 p.m. 

KID’S LOGGING COMPETITION
Back area of Fairgrounds, Noon–2 p.m. 

Sign up day of event

WOODARD PAVILION
• Cottage Grove Historical Museum 

display
• Demonstrations

BUILDING 2
• AWANA Grand Prix
• Logging Display
• Train Display
• OSU Extension

FIELD AREA / GROUNDS
• Bohemia Mine Owner’s Association
• Log House Plants

AWANA Pinewood Derby
Free event presented by Cottage Grove 

Bible Church. Kids customize pre-made cars 
on Friday and Saturday then return on Sunday 
to compete in heat races to declare the 2026 
Champion. 

Kids Fruit and Veggie & Dress-Up 
Contest

Celebrates a mix of fresh produce and cre-
ativity! Kids can bring in their entry dressed 
and ready for the competition or can dress 
their entry at the Fair.

Judging takes place Friday and Saturday at 
4 p.m.

Three categories: 6-years and younger, 
7-10 year-olds, and 11-13 year-olds. Winners 
receive ribbons.

Americana-style Competitions
Barn Animal Competitions
Sack Race
Tug-O-War
Wishing Hay Stack

Special Attractions
Antique Steam Engines
Bohemia Mine Owners Association Panning 

for Real Gold  (fee)
Don Williams’ Miniature Train Display
Dr. Delusion’s Illusions Magic Show
Log House Plants: make take home flower 

baskets
Logging Show (Adults on Saturday & Kids 

on Sunday)
Monkey Bridge

Entertainment:
Add Ryan Birdseye 2pm-4pm Friday ven-

dor area
Milestones: celebrates 94th year

Family Fun Stuff W.O.E. Heritage Fair Vendors
The Western Oregon Exposition’s annual 

Heritage Fair brings together a lively mix 
of artisans, makers, community groups, and 
small businesses from across South Lane 
County and beyond. This year’s vendor lineup 
features a variety of food and beverages, 
handcrafted goods, home grown creations, 
local services, and family friendly activities 
spread throughout the fairgrounds. Whether 
you’re browsing for unique gifts, sampling 
treats, or meeting the people who help keep 
our region’s heritage alive, you’ll find some-
thing special in every corner of the year’s 
Fair.

Commercial and Community
 Information Booths

• Anna’s Krunchie Kreations
• Bags Bling Quilt Things
• B&D Custom Designs
• Christys Creations
• Cornerstone Creative
• Country Cravings
• Crazys Gemstone Bracelets and More
• Eugene Psychic
• Filigree Rose
• Flowe Shoppe
•Fonda and Wade
• Granny C’s and Grandpa D’s Handmade 

Treasures
• Grammy’s Snap Jewelry
• Grove Beauty Lounge
• Grove Made Crafts
• Grounded Remedies by Phoenix
• Harley’s Goods
• Homemade Haven
• Jacquie’s Designs
• Leaf Home 

• Log House Plants
• Lotus Petal Crystals & More
• Lulu’s Lair
• Make a Wish
• Morning Star Boutique & Face Painting
• Oregon State University Extension 

Service
• Paws and Whiskers Society (PAWS)
• Quilts of Valor
• Raven’s Chylde
• Rd Side by Side Creations
• Scented Bliss
• Spectrum International
• That Baker Girl
• That’s A Wrap Handcrafted Jewelry
• The Dilly Boutique
• Twin Rose Creations and Boutique
• Vinyard’s Country Crafts

Food Vendors
A delicious selection of local favorites 

and fair day treats awaits visitors throughout 
the Fairgrounds. From sweet indulgences to 
hearty classics, these food vendors bring the 
flavors that make the Heritage Fair a commu-
nity tradition.

• Branam’s Burgers
• Fairy Floss
• Handyman Frito Boats
• Hot Poppin Concession
• King Whippy
• London Grange Pie Ladies
• Random Acts of Cookies
• Rogue Sushii
• Soul Sweets and Things
• The Burger Cart
• The Corndog Company
• Twist and Tap

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
The Heritage Fair fills the Fairgrounds 

with music, magic, and hometown talent 
all weekend long. From local bands and 
youth performers to specialty acts and 
classic fair favorites, each stage offers 
something new to enjoy throughout the 
day. Settle in, stroll by, or follow the 
sound — the Fair’s live entertainment 
brings the celebration to life.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
10 a.m. Youth Music Variety Show fea-

turing Sean Breannan Students  
Starfire Stage
2-4 p.m. Ryan Birdseye (multi-genres)	

					   
Vendor Area

5-8 p.m. The Huckleberry’s Blues to 
Bluegrass featuring Larry Barkemeyer 	
Starfire Stage

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Jimmy and Friends 

(good friends, great guitars & awesome 
music)	 Starfire Stage

11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Creative Chaos 
Play Performance (adaptive theatre 
troupe)		  Front Stage

11 a.m. – 2 p.m. Dakota Harris 
(Americana/country)		
	

Vendor Area
11:30 – 11:50 a.m. Breaking the Sound 

Barrier (deaf choir directed by Linda 
Diaz) Starfire Stage

2 – 3:30 p.m. Annie Mae Band (blue-
grass blends) featuring Annie Mae Rhodes	
Starfire Stage

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. Dr. Delusion’s 
Illusions Magic Show		
	

Front Stage
6-9 p.m. Zephry (rock-n-roll)		

				  
	

Starfire Stage	
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
2-4 p.m. Bradly Shepherd’s Perfect 

Flavor (vintage music and new songs)	
	 Starfire Stage

Daily Headliner Performers
The Huckleberrys
Friday 5-8 p.m.
[A local favorite with deep Cottage 

Grove roots, The Huckleberrys blend 
bluegrass, folk, and classic Americana 
into an easygoing, front porch sound. 
Their harmonies, upbeat instrumentals, 
and hometown charm make them a natural 
fit for the Heritage Fair, where their music 
has become part of the weekend tradition.

Zephry 
Saturday 6-9 p.m.
Returning again this year with a new 

name, Zephry offers an energetic blend of 
modern rock and heartfelt originals. Their 
dynamic style and strong community fol-
lowing make them a standout addition as 
Saturday’s headliner band.

Bradly Shepherd’s Perfect Flavor
Sunday 2-4 p.m.
Offers a smooth blend of blues, 

jazz, and re imagined favorites, Bradly 
Shepherd’s Perfect Flavor brings an easy-
going, versatile sound shaped by years of 
performing at local venues, vineyards, and 
community events. Their warm style and 
wide repertoire make them a crowd pleas-
ing addition to this year’s Heritage Fair.

Dakota Harris	
Saturday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.	

 Dakota Harris is a Eugene based 
Americana/country musician whose 
vintage influenced style and new album 
Skoden have made him a rising name in 
the Lane County music scene.

Bradley Shepherd

The Huckleberries. 
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

DRIVING
From page 1

 
 

 
 

(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

County’s roads safer for 
everyone,” McKenny said. 

OSP OBSERVATION
In a one-on-one published 

interview with The Sentinel 
earlier this summer, Oregon 
State Police (OSP) Lt. 
Logan Denney shared his 
agency’s concerns about the 
increasing high-risk driver 
behavior. 

“Our greatest concerns 
relate to the Fatal 5 SOLID 
behaviors, which are statisti-
cally linked to serious injury 
and fatal crashes: Speed, 
Occupant Safety, Lane 
Safety, Impaired Driving, 

and Distracted Driving,” 
Denny said.

SPEED: 
Please drive the speed 

limit and give yourself 
plenty of time. Check 
Oregon Trip Check for 
travel distances, congestion, 
and delays, especially in 
areas expecting heavy event 
or holiday traffic.

OCCUPANT SAFETY: 
Always wear your seatbelt 
and ensure children are 
secured in approved car 
seats or appropriate passen-
ger safety devices.

LANE SAFETY: 
Two lane corridors see a 

high number of dangerous 
passing attempts, especially 
during heavy traffic. These 
preventable actions can 
contribute to fatal or serious 

injury crashes. Following 
too closely also reduces 
reaction time and increases 
crash risk.

IMPAIRED DRIVING: 
For festivities and holidays, 
plan ahead for a sober ride 
home. There is no excuse 
to drive while impaired. 
Remember: If you feel dif-
ferent, you drive different. 
Fatigue or drowsiness also 
reduces focus. Take breaks 
or switch drivers if needed.

DISTRACTED 
DRIVING: Never drive 
distracted, especially with a 
cell phone (ORS 811.507). 
Hand your phone to a pas-
senger and keep your atten-
tion on the road. Watching 
entertainment on in car 
screens or other devices 
while driving is also illegal 
(ORS 815.240).

Denny added that the pre-
sumptive fines for road rage, 
speeding, tailgating, and 
for reckless driving can be 
expensive.

“Fines can range from 
$100 to more than $1,000, 
depending on the violation 
and circumstances,” Denny 
said, adding that the relevant 
laws include:

• ORS 811.135 – Careless 
Driving

• ORS 811.100 – 
Violation of Basic Rule 
(Speed)

• ORS 811.111 – 
Exceeding Speed Limit

• ORS 811.485 – 
Following Too Closely

• ORS 811.370 – Failure 
to Drive Within Lane

“Reckless Driving (ORS 
811.140) is a crime and may 
result in arrest, a vehicle 
tow, and a required court 
appearance,” Denny said. 

DFPA and the ODF South 
Cascade District working to 
gain access.

Responding resources 
included aviation, engines, 
dozers and overhead com-
mand staff. DFPA Air Attack 
was over the fire conducting 
aerial reconnaissance and 
reported moderate spread 
at the time. Ground crews 
worked the timber and brush 
while aircraft drew water 
from Cottage Grove Lake to 

cool the most active edges 
and support line construction.

The fire was estimated at 
five acres when first detected 
and expanded to 55 acres by 
mid-afternoon. With a coor-
dinated attack from engines, 
hand crews and aircraft draw-
ing water from Cottage Grove 
Lake, firefighters reduced the 
burn area to 25 acres by early 
evening.

By 6:30 p.m. firefighters 
had a solid line around the 
burn area and were focused 
on cooling hot spots and rein-
forcing containment. At press 
time, it was still considered 

an active fire and was hold-
ing within established lines.

Ken Schweiger and Alice 
Nowicki, organizers of the 
W.O.E. Heritage Fair, were 
busy preparing for next 
week’s event when they 
received a Lane Alert mes-
sage that a fire had been 
detected nearby and that they 
should be ready in case an 
evacuation was necessary. As 
helicopters passed low over 
the trees, the couple began 
unloading fair supplies from 
their vehicles and replacing 
them with personal items 
in case the evacuation level 
increased.

“It was scary not knowing 
if or how fast the fire would 
move in our direction,” 
Nowicki said. “We were just 
so grateful to see those heli-
copters going back and forth 
to get water from the lake to 
protect us. The early alerts 
were much appreciated.”

Fire danger remains high 
across Lane and Douglas 
counties due to ongoing 
drought and extreme heat. 

Follow future wildfire 
developments online at 
cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions.

HARNESS
From page 1

Old Schoolmates gather for annual reunion
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Approximately 220 gradu-
ates of Cottage Grove High 
School returned to their alma 
mater on the annual first 
Friday of August reunion to 
maintain connections to their 
cherished classmates.

Jerry Settelmeyer served as 
the evening’s master of cer-
emonies. He said attendance 
was down a bit from last year 
but the number of scholar-
ships for graduating seniors 
was up.

As members of the oldest 
classes dwindle in size, on the 
50th anniversary of gradua-
tion, a new class is inducted 

into the Old Schoolmates 
organization. This year the 
Schoolmates welcomed the 
1976 grads as its “Honored 
Class.”

The two-day reunion 
begins in the high school 
cafetorium with a social and 
meal catered by food service 
staff. The program recognizes 
the oldest members, thanks 
alumni for generously donat-
ing money to offer multiple 
scholarships and ends with an 
enthusiastic rendition of the 
Lions’ Fight Song.

Last year, four $1,000 
scholarships were given to 
graduating seniors by the Old 
Schoolmates, in addition to 

a $1,000 scholarship from 
the Class of 1975 and three 
$1,000 scholarships from the 
Class of 1970 for a total of 
$8,000.

On Saturday morning, 
members of the Prospectors 
and Gold Diggers Club 
served their legendary 
“Miners Breakfast on the 
Mountain” menu to 150 
alumni. Several individual 
classes held their own reunion 
in multiple indoor and out-
door venues around town. 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage 
Grove Sentinel

This year the School-
mates welcomed the 
1976 grads as its “Hon-
ored Class.”

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage grove Sentinel
The main reunion was conducted inside Cottage Grove High School.

cgsentinel.
com
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
700

MISC SERVICES

Reduce • 
Recycle •

Reuse

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

CGS26-144 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Penelope C. Scott has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the Estate 
of Vernon Robert Scott, deceased, 
Lane County Circuit Court Case No. 
26PB06357. All persons having claims 
against the estate are required to present 
the same within four months from the 
first date of publication of this notice to 
the Personal Representative at 777 High 
St., #300, Eugene, OR 97401, or they 
may be barred. Any person whose rights 
may be affected by these proceedings 
may obtain additional information from 
the records of the above-entitled Court or 
from the Personal Representative or from 
the Personal Representative’s attorneys, 
Luvaas Cobb, P.C. DATED and first pub-
lished: August 19, 2026. /s/ Penelope C. 
Scott Personal Representative 08/19/26, 
08/26/26, 09/02/26

CGS26-145
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Rebecca Grosso has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the Estate of 
JEFFERSON LEON DOREMUS GROSSO, 
deceased, Lane County Circuit Court 
Case No. 26PB06818. All persons having 
claims against the estate are required to 
present them within four months from 
the date of the first publication of this 
Notice to the Personal Representative at 
Willamette NW Law Firm, LLC, 735 W. 
7th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97402, or they 
may be barred. Any person whose rights 
may be affected by these proceedings 
may obtain additional information from 
the records of the Court, the Personal 
Representative, or from the Personal 
Representative’s attorney. DATED and first 
Published: August 19, 2026. /s/ Rebecca 
Grosso, Personal Representative. 08/19/26

Deadline 
For 

Classifieds, 
Legal ads and 
Obituaries is 

the 
Wednesday 

prior to 
publication 

date
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*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS

������������������������

* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501

��������
�������������������

�����������
�������������������
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��

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

The Chronicle closes after years of financial strain
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Chronicle, a longtime 
hyperlocal newspaper serv-
ing the Southern Willamette 
Valley, has ceased publication 
after years of financial strain, 
the paper announced last 
week on its Facebook page.

Executive editor and 
part owner Erin Tierney 
Heggenstaller said the 

decision followed “years of 
barely hanging on” as the 
paper struggled to recover 
from the economic fall-out 
of the pandemic. She said the 
team had “clung by the tips 
of our fingers” while trying 
to sustain independent jour-
nalism in small communities 
with limited media options.

The Chronicle’s finan-
cial challenges intensified 
when federal pandemic era 

loan relief ended in March 
2025. Before the change, 
borrowers could make 
reduced payments. When 
the relief expired, Tierney 
Heggenstaller said the paper’s 
monthly payments returned 
to full principal and interest, 
consuming a large share of its 
revenue.

The paper gave up its brick 
and mortar newsroom in an 
effort to stay afloat, shifting 

to a community newsroom 
model with staff working 
from libraries, coffee shops 
and bookstores. Rising news-
print costs and disruptions 
to the U.S. Postal Service 
added further pressure, along 
with declining subscriptions 
and reduced advertising from 
local businesses.

Tierney Heggenstaller said 
the staff continued producing 
award winning hyper-local 

news despite the strain, 
often working for what she 
described as a “hometown 
discount” because they 
believed in the mission. 
“When a local newspaper 
dies, a community loses far 
more than just ink on paper,” 
she wrote.

Noel Nash and his wife, 
Denise, purchased the news-
paper from Scott and Jeanne 
Olson in 2019, overseeing 

its expansion into Pleasant 
Hill and Springfield while 
maintaining its hyper-local 
mission.

Founded in 1909 as The 
Creswell Chronicle, the 
award-winning newspaper 
served South Lane County 
for more than a century. The 
paper published its final edi-
tion on August 13.

Measles cases in 2026 surpass Oregon’s peak measles year
MIA MALDONADO

Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Oregon has officially 
surpassed the number of 
measles cases it had during 
its peak outbreak year two 
years ago.

Oregon reported hav-
ing 45 confirmed measles 
cases since the start of 
2026, according to the 
Oregon Health Authority’s 
latest count Wednesday. 
That’s 14 more than in all 
of 2024. In 2025, there was 
just one confirmed measles 
case in Oregon. 

Oregon, like the rest of 
the country, is experiencing 
a rise in measles cases as 
the Trump administration 
overhauls longstanding 
pediatric vaccine recom-
mendations for children 
and after years of falling 
childhood vaccination 
rates. 

As of Aug. 6, there 
were 2,465 confirmed 
measles cases reported in 
the United States, nearly 
200 more than there were 
in all of 2025, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 
Nearly half of those cases 
occurred in people between 
5 and 19 years old. 

Most measles cases in 
Oregon have been reported 
in Multnomah County, 
though public health offi-
cials have tracked measles 
in the wastewater of at 

least four other counties 
since Aug. 1, including 
Washington, Polk, Marion 
and Klamath. 

That indicates that there 
was at least one person 
with measles living in that 
area recently, said Dr. Dean 
Sidelinger, state health 
officer and epidemiolo-
gist for the Oregon Health 
Authority.

Local health departments 
are feeling the strain of 
more measles cases, as 
many lost funding follow-
ing the expiration of fed-
eral COVID-19 dollars. 

“Traditionally, a measles 
case was an immediate 
emergency,” Multnomah 
County spokesperson 
Dennis Theriault said. 
“With the sustained 
increase in cases and 
reduced funding for public 
health, we do not have the 
resources to respond in the 
same way.”

The Oregon Health 
Authority implemented 
changes to its measles 
investigation guidelines 
to reduce the burden on 
local health departments. 
The changes allow local 
health departments to focus 
less on the active monitor-
ing of cases and finding 
the source of infection, 
Theriault said. 

State epidemiologist 
criticizes federal govern-
ment for promoting ‘false 
narratives’

Measles was declared 
“eliminated” from the U.S. 
since 2000, meaning the 
country hadn’t seen large 
outbreaks for at least 12 
months or more. 

Now, that status is at 
risk. 

There have been 38 new 
outbreaks reported in the 
U.S. in 2026, according to 
the CDC. The states with 
the largest measles out-
breaks are South Carolina, 
Texas, Utah, Arizona, 
Virginia and Florida. 

“It is more than likely 
that come this fall, we will 
officially lose our measles 
elimination status as a 
country,” Sidelinger said. 

Sidelinger said he 
encourages parents who 
initially held off on the 
measles vaccine for their 
children to talk to their 
health care providers again. 

“The risk of potential 
exposure to measles and 
the complications that 
could happen for your 
child are much greater 
today than they were a few 
years ago, and the vaccine 
is incredibly safe,” he said. 

Sidelinger criticized fed-
eral officials for minimiz-
ing the need for vaccines 
and promoting what he 
said are false narratives.

Last summer, U.S. 
Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Robert F. 
Kennedy Jr. overhauled the 
CDC’s vaccine advisory 

committee with people 
who have a history of 
questioning the efficacy of 
the COVID-19 vaccines. 
Six months later, the CDC 
cut back on recommenda-
tions for all children to 
receive vaccines such as 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, 
rotavirus, meningococ-
cal disease, influenza and 
COVID-19 — recommend-
ing the vaccines only for 
high-risk children. 

Additionally, President 
Donald Trump signed an 
executive order Monday 
recommending separat-
ing the measles, mumps 
and rubella (MMR) vac-
cine into three different 
shots and administering all 

childhood immunizations 
at separate appointments 
whenever possible. During 
the signing, Trump and 
Kennedy repeatedly sug-
gested vaccines could be 
linked to autism, despite 
decades of studies finding 
no connection. 

“Do we need to invest 
resources as a country to 
try and identify the genetic 
and environmental causes 
of autism? Absolutely. Is it 
vaccines? No,” Sidelinger 
said. 

Federal health officials 
should be promoting poli-
cies that prevent suffering, 
hospitalizations and death 
from preventable illnesses 
in childhood, he said. 

What to know about 
back to school

Oregon requires that 
children entering kinder-
garten have two doses 
of the measles vaccine, 
though parents can opt-out 
by obtaining a medical or 
nonmedical exemption. 
Measles vaccination is 
also required for children 
attending child care facili-
ties and for students in 
post-secondary colleges or 
universities.

Exemption rates, par-
ticularly for nonmedical 
exemptions, have risen in 
recent years. In the 2025-
26 school year, nearly 11% 
of kindergarteners held 
nonmedical exemptions. 
Combined with students 
who received medical 
exemptions for condi-
tions like severe allergies 
to vaccine ingredients or 
weakened immune systems 
from chemotherapy, the 
rising nonmedical exemp-
tion rate meant only 85.6% 
of kindergarteners were up 
to date on required vac-
cines, well below the 93% 
vaccination rate doctors 

say is necessary to prevent 
outbreaks. 

Oregon law also man-
dates that any unvaccinated 
person exposed to a pre-
ventable infectious disease 
stay away from schools, 
childcare facilities and 
healthcare settings for 21 
days.

Parents can look up vac-
cination rates by school 
on the Oregon Health 
Authority’s website. 

Sidelinger said parents 
whose children are fully 
vaccinated and don’t have 
a disease that causes prob-
lems with their immune 
system shouldn’t be 
worried. 

One dose of the measles 
vaccine provides 95% 
protection against the dis-
ease. A second dose boosts 
effectiveness to 97% for 
the remainder of a person’s 
lifetime

“If you’re a parent who’s 
chosen not to vaccinate 
your children, or you’re 
a parent who has a child 
who may be immunocom-
promised because they’re 
receiving chemotherapy for 
a cancer diagnosis, there is 
a chance of being exposed 
to measles,” Sidelinger 
said.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/08/13/measles-
cases-in-2026-surpass-ore-
gons-peak-measles-year/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net 

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel

Courtesy from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Measles rashes usually appear as flat red spots that appear on the face at 
the hairline and spread downward to the neck, trunk, arms, legs and feet.
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THE FIRST AMENDMENT
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of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
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petition the Government for a redress of grievances.
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EDITORIAL CARTOONCOMMUNITY EVENT

“Conquering the world 
on horseback is easy; it is 
dismounting and governing 
that is hard.”

Genghis Khan

Quote of the Week

GUEST COLUMN

Do you believe global warming 
is contributing to Oregon’s wild-

fire seasons?
Yes

No

Are you planning a late summer 
get-away vacation?

20% yes
70% No

The math on Kotek lawsuit doesn’t 
add up for salmon or power bills

KEITH TYMCHUK
Cottage Grove Sentinel 

Guest Column

I’ve been fly fishing 
Oregon’s rivers much of 

my life. 
This summer, like every 

summer for the last three 
decades, I will spend weeks 
on the North Umpqua, wad-
ing out at first light in search 
of summer steelhead. So 
when people hear I oppose 
Gov. Tina Kotek’s support 
for a federal lawsuit that’s 
caused more dam spillage, 
a move billed as help for 
salmon, some assume I’ve 
made peace with fewer fish in 
our rivers. 

What I want is honesty 
about the price tag this policy 
has for our rural community.

Just this month, Gov. 
Kotek said Oregon must 
“keep working families and 
small businesses from absorb-
ing” costs that aren’t theirs to 
bear. I couldn’t agree more 
— which is exactly why her 

hydropower litigation is so 
hard to square with her stated 
priorities.

Here’s what almost nobody 
talks about: This is already 
a low-water year across the 
Northwest. That matters 
twice. It means less water for 
affordable, carbon-free power 
generation right now, and 
even less water will be avail-
able by September when both 
power demand and our state’s 
wildfire season peaks. That’s 
because the outcome of this 
lawsuit is that more water is 
released now over the spill-
ways instead of through the 
power generation turbines. 

The tradeoff is that 
Bonneville Power 
Administration (BPA), which 
Central Lincoln and most 
Oregon utilities purchase 
power from, must then buy 
power on the open market 
where it’s more expensive. 
BPA estimates this will cause 
a significant rate increase in 
the next year, and much of 

that will be passed onto rate-
paying customers.

Central Lincoln PUD is 
known for keeping the lights 
on and rates predictable — as 
a consumer-owned utility, 
we have no shareholders to 
absorb rising costs. That’s 
gotten harder every year, and 
Gov. Kotek’s support for this 
litigation makes it harder still.

The governor is effec-
tively asking families already 
stretching to pay their bills 
to absorb a rate increase for 
something that might not 
even help the fish. 

If the Governor is seri-
ous about affordability, the 
answer is working with the 
people paying the cost of 
this lawsuit every day — not 
more litigation that guar-
antees higher bills with no 
promise of higher fish counts.

Keith Tymchuk is the 
board president for Central 
Lincoln Electric Cooperative, 
which serves potions of Lane 
County. 

Proposed change coming to 
the Northwest Forest Plan

KEN MCCALL
Cottage Grove 

Sentinel Guest Column
 

The United States Forest 
Service is proposing to 
amend the Northwest Forest 
Plan (NWFP) to allow cutting 
older trees across the west-
ern portion of Washington, 
Oregon, and Northern 
California. 

As a hunter, fisherman, 
recreationist and fifth genera-
tion native of the west coast, 
I have spent a lifetime in 
these forests as a private citi-
zen and a 40 plus year career 
as a U.S. Forest Service 
employee specializing in for-
estry and forest engineering.

The primary proposed 
change in the 19.4 million 
acres of forestlands is to 
allow cutting trees up to 120 
years old compared to the 
current cutting age limit of 80 
years. Conservatively speak-
ing, 90 or more percent of 
the old growth forests in the 
NWFP area were clearcut in 
the logging and road build-
ing boom from 1950 to the 
mid 1990’s. The result leaves 
those same acres of forest 
as predominantly single spe-
cies conifer tree plantations 

lacking in diversity that is 
beneficial for wildlife.

The U.S. Forest Service 
likely lacks the experienced 
staff needed to carry out the 
proposed increase in timber 
harvest. Years of NWFP 
implementation, combined 
with recent federal workforce 
reductions, have significantly 
weakened the agency’s insti-
tutional knowledge. With that 
loss of experience, the kind 
of harvest increase envisioned 
in this proposal would be dif-
ficult to achieve.

Over the past two decades, 
I have observed many west-
ern forests shifting single-
species conifer plantations 
toward more diverse forest 
conditions through selective 
logging. While these actions 
have shown some benefits, 
western Oregon forests cur-
rently yield a dearth of early 
seral habitat on which hun-
dreds of wildlife species rely. 
It is possible to retain old 
growth stands, while actively 
managing landscapes which 
will produce economic ben-
efits and provide quality early 
seral habitat. 

USFS should focus on 
landscape-scale projects that 
reduce tree canopy cover, 

increase forage for wildlife, 
retain old growth forests and 
refrain from replanting mono-
cultures of tree species after 
treatments.

Models of this manage-
ment approach can be found 
where the agencies and local 
communities have partnered 
to build coalitions of people 
who support smart resource 
management in the communi-
ties directly affected by forest 
management. 

This type of forest plan-
ning requires collaborative 
involvement in local com-
munities directly connected 
to these forests, from agency 
representatives to recreation 
interests, woods workers, 
local business and more. One 
example tested is the forest 
stewardship program on the 
Siuslaw National Forest on 
Oregon’s central coast; others 
can be reviewed with mini-
mal research. 

Please get involved in the 
process to shape the NWFP 
amendment over the next 
year by following the process 
and engaging to represent 
your interests.

Ken McCall is retired from 
the US Forest Service.
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Name: __________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________

VOTE NOW!
NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE SOUTH 

LANE COUNTY BUSINESSES

AUG. 4 TO 
SEPT. 7

Go online today: www.cgsentinel.com/ballot to vote!
MUST VOTE IN MINIMUM OF 15 CATEGORIES

The top two nominations will be named first and second place in 
each category. The most votes determine placement. 

Only one ballot per reader. Duplicate ballots will not be counted. 
Ballots from Cottage Grove newspaper only, photo copies will not be accepted.

AUTOMOTIVE
ATV STORE
ATV RENTAL 
AUTO DETAIL
AUTO PARTS / ACCESSORIES
AUTO REPAIR
CAR WASH
OIL CHANGE
RV REPAIR
TIRE SERVICE

COMMUNITY
EARLY CHILD LEARNING
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
PLACE TO WORK
PLACE TO WORSHIP
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
SERVICE CLUB
SUPPORT GROUP
YOUTH ORGANIZATION

DRINKS
BAR
BARTENDER
BLOODY MARY
COCKTAIL
COFFEE
CRAFT BREW
HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITA
SMOOTHIE
TEA
WINE SELECTION

ENTERTAINMENT
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
GOLF COURSE
INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
MUSICIAN / DJ
MUSEUM
PARK
PERFORMANCE VENUE
PERFORMING ARTS GROUP

FOOD & DINING
APPETIZER / SMALL PLATE
ASIAN CUISINE
BREAKFAST
BURGER
BURRITO
CHOWDER
DESSERT
FOOD TRUCK
MEXICAN CUISINE
PIZZA
RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT SERVICE
SALAD
SALSA
SANDWICHES
SEAFOOD
STEAK
SUSHI
TACO
VEGETARIAN / VEGAN

HOME SERVICES
CARPET CLEANING
CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICIAN
ESTATE LIQUIDATOR
FLOORING
HANDYMAN
HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE CLEANING
HVAC / HEAT & AIR
INTERNET SERVICE
LANDSCAPING 
PAINTING
PEST CONTROL
PLUMBING
ROOFING
SELF-STORAGE
WINDOWS

PET
PET BOARDING
PET GROOMER
PET SUPPLIES
PET TRAINER
VETERINARIAN (LOCAL)
VETERINARIAN OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY
BANK
BANK TELLER
COMPUTER HELP / REPAIR
FINANCIAL PLANNER
INSURANCE OFFICE
INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL
MORTGAGE LENDING
PHOTOGRAPHER
PROPERTY MANAGER
REAL ESTATE AGENT
REAL ESTATE OFFICE
SHIPPING SERVICES
TITLE COMPANY

SHOP LOCAL
ANTIQUES
APPLIANCES
ART GALLERY
ART SUPPLIES
BOOKS
BOUTIQUE
CLOTHING
FURNITURE
GARDEN NURSERY
GIFTS
HOME DECOR
HOME IMPROVEMENT
JEWELRY
KIDS CLOTHING
MATTRESS
THRIFT STORE

WELLNESS & BEAUTY
ACUPUNCTURE
BARBERSHOP
DAY SPA
DENTAL OFFICE
DENTIST
ESTHETICIAN
EYE CARE
HAIR SALON
HAIR STYLIST
HEARING SPECIALIST
MANICURE / PEDICURIST
MASSAGE
MEDICAL FACILITY
MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL
NAIL SALON
PERSONAL TRAINER
PHARMACY
TANNING SALON
TATTOO PARLOR
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