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School
Board
refines new
district
vision

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The South Lane School
Board continued work on its
new district vision in its two
September meetings, using both
sessions to review community
input, refine draft maxims and
discuss how the developing
framework will guide priorities
for the year ahead.

The vision process began last
spring when Superintendent
Todd Miller introduced an ini-
tiative called “Setting the Two
Anchors: Identity and Purpose.”

In a message to families,
Miller described the work
as a district-wide effort to
strengthen belonging, improve
engagement and prepare stu-
dents for “career and life readi-
ness” from Pre K through high
school. He said the initiative
aims to help students see how
the skills they learn today con-
nect to future success, while
celebrating the varied strengths
and unique talents of every
learner.

The district has since pub-
lished its mission and vision
statements as part of an “Our
Work™ overview.

The mission reads, “In SLSD,

we empower learning, ensure
belonging and prepare every
student to graduate college
or be career ready,” while the
vision states, “Every student
graduates prepared, engaged
and empowered with a vision
for their future.”

During the Sept. 14 meet-
ing, board members reviewed
community feedback gathered
through surveys and engage-
ment sessions, along with
draft maxims connected to the
district’s ongoing vision work.
Those maxims, now posted in
district materials, summarize
the values the board and staff
are working to embed across
schools:

* Dig Deep: “We work hard
to build our strengths”

 Stay Rooted “We care for
our community”

* Grow Strong “We prepare
for the future”

At the Sept. 21 meeting,
Miller outlined four superin-
tendent evaluation goals that
directly connect to the district’s
developing vision and maxims.
His first goal focuses on inte-
grating the maxims across all

See More VISION
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Monuments, memories and healing
mark local honor flight to D.C.

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon veterans, including those from
Cottage Grove and Creswell, are home follow-
ing an emotional trip to Washington D.C.

It was a whirlwind weekend trip to the
nation’s capital for the veterans who visited

military memorials and museums built to honor

them.

Aboard the Alaska Airlines direct flight
were 60 veterans of the Korean and Vietnam
wars and their guardians from the Southern
Willamette Valley, plus 22 Honor Flight sup-
port staff.

Flight Director Dan Buckwald, an Honor
Flight board member, served as master of
ceremonies at a celebratory send off from the
Eugene Veterans Clinic on Thursday morning,
Sept. 17. A large crowd filled the parking lot,
many holding “Thank You Veterans” signs.
Following several speeches, a prayer, a Native
American blessing and two barbershop style
songs sung by Eugene’s Cascade Chorus, the
travelers boarded two charter buses bound for
Portland for the next morning’s flight.

This was the ninth flight for Buckwald, who
said the best part of each trip is being with the
veterans.

“I am deeply honored to be with them and
see the healing that happens to them and their
guardians on these trips,” he said. “It’s just
incredible to see all the emotions, especially
among the Vietnam vets, when they finally
feel the respect they didn’t get when they first
returned home from the war.”

For Cottage Grove High School and
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Courtesy from Ralph Weeldreyer

Oregon veterans and their guardians enter the Marine Corps Museum in

Washington, D.C.

expected. Watkins served in the Air Force and
Weeldreyer in the Army during the Vietnam
War.

“It was fantastic!” Watkins said.
“Everywhere you turned was a monument
of some kind. The history is just enormous
back there. My favorite part was watching the
changing of the guard at Arlington. I wish the
trip was longer because we were on a tight

Corps for its immersive exhibits, emotional sto-
rytelling, thoughtful hospitality and nationally
acclaimed design that creates a powerful space
for reflection, remembrance and pride.

Weeldreyer said he was surprised how much
bigger the monuments are than in photographs
and on television. He was especially moved by
the Korean War Veterans Memorial.

motorcycle racing buddies Larry Watkins
and Ralph Weeldreyer, their first visit to
Washington, D.C., was even more than they

than we had time for.”

schedule and there was always more to see

When asked about a favorite museum, nearly
all said the National Museum of the Marine

See More HONOR
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SLSD Superintendent responses
to state student assessments

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Oregon Department of
Education (ODE) has released
results from the 2025-26 Oregon
Statewide Assessments, show-
ing continued progress in student
achievement across Oregon.

Statewide proficiency increased
by 1.4 percentage points in math,
0.8 percentage points in English lan-
guage arts (ELA), and 0.6 percent-
age points in science. The results
mark the second consecutive year of
statewide increases in proficiency in
all three subject areas.

“These results give us reason
to be encouraged but also rein-
force how much more there is to
accomplish,” Oregon Department
of Education Director Dr. Charlene
Williams said. “Our responsibility
is to understand what is working,
support educators and districts in

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove
Sentinel

implementing those practices well,
and stay focused on sustained prog-
ress for every student.”

“The state report card shows
areas of strength and growth, areas
we need to improve, and areas

where our results do not accurately
reflect realities,” South Lane School
District Superintendent said. “Some
of the strengths we see are con-
tinuing improved attendance rates
for our elementaries, 9th grade on
track (which tells how many of our
freshmen are successfully passing
courses and on-track to graduate),
and we see some strong gains in our
math growth at the elementary level.
These are positive indicators for
future growth.”

Along with positive data, Miller
said the school district can identify
areas that need to improve, many of
which the district is already working
on, including continued low atten-
dance rates at the secondary level,
still low from the pandemic era,
subgroup disparities and growth,
and graduation rates that could
climb.

WHO'S THE BEST

IN SOUTH LANE COUNTY?

VOTE NOW!

YOUR COMMUNITY

YOUR VOTE 4

SHARE YOUR FAVORITES!

“Most concerning are our pub-
lished academic scores, which high-
light areas of growth, work we need
to do, but also highlight a flawed
state metric,” he said. “We respect
parents’ rights to opt their child out
of state testing, but this practice
gives us data not representative
of our students’ skills. Every opt
equals a non-proficient score for our
schools and district.”

According to Miller, the South
Lane School District’s opt-out per-
centages are high.

“And our state testing engage-
ment and enthusiasm is even worse.
Nearly 50% of our high school stu-
dents opt out, and even more who
don’t give their best effort, making
this data not reliable. We have been

See more SLSD

on page 6
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A Closer Look

Trip to park restroom leads to citations

The following is from
the Cottage Grove Police
Department’s Weekly
Update.

SEPTEMBER 14-20

Continued traffic enforce-
ment occurred in the school
zones this past week.

- While Public Works
employees were cleaning an
illegal camp, they located a
male camping in the area.
Officers arrived and identi-
fied the subject. He was
issued a Citation in Lieu of
Custody for Illegal Camping
(Municipal Code 12.24.020)
and Offensive Littering
(ORS 164.805). The male
was advised to gather his
belongings and leave the
area and was trespassed
from the location.

- Officers assisted the
Lane County Sheriff’s
Office (LCSO) with a war-
rant arrest of a male sub-
ject. The male was located,
detained, and transported
to the Lane County Jail by
LCSO deputies.

- Multiple calls were
received regarding a fire
under the bridge at E. Main
Street and River Road.
Officers arrived on scene
and contacted a male subject
with a warming fire. The
male had three valid Cottage
Grove Municipal Court war-
rants. He was Cited in Lieu
of Custody for the three
warrants and was addition-
ally charged with Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree (ORS 166.025).

- An occupied vehicle
was located at Coiner Park
after hours. The vehicle
had a male in the driver’s
seat, who stated his female
friend was in the bathroom.
Officers identified the
female from previous law
enforcement contacts, and
dispatch was requested to
conduct a records check on
both subjects. The female
had two active warrants out
of Cottage Grove Municipal
Court. She was issued
Citations in Lieu of Custody
for her warrants.

- An out-of-state law
enforcement agency reached
out, as they believed a
missing person from their
location was living in our
area. Officers responded
to the address provided by
the out-of-state officer and
located the missing female.
The female was safe and was
therefore removed from the
system as a missing person.

SEPTEMBER 7-13

- A female subject was
taken into custody and trans-
ported to the Lane County
Jail where she was lodged
on charges of Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree (ORS 166.025) and
Offensive Littering (ORS
164.805). The incident
occurred at the designated
camp at 12th Street, where
the female became upset,
causing a public disturbance.
She proceeded to throw vari-
ous items, including trash,
onto the roadway.

- Officers responded
to a reported physical

disturbance at a nearby resi-
dence between a male and a
female. Following an inves-
tigation at the scene, officers
arrested a male subject on
charges of Strangulation
(ORS 163.187), Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree (ORS 166.025),
Menacing (ORS 163.190),
and Harassment (ORS
166.065). He was transported
to the Lane County Jail
where he was lodged on the
above-mentioned charges.

- Walmart Loss Prevention
informed officers that a
female subject inside the
store, had previously walked
out of the store without pay-
ing for her items. Officers
arrived and began interview-
ing her, where she initially
provided a false name. Upon
the arrival of the on-duty
supervisor, who recognized
the female from previous law
enforcement contacts, he was
able to provide dispatch with
the correct name.

A records check then
determined that she had
an active warrant out of
Florence Municipal Court on
Theft in the Third-Degree
charges. She was issued a
Citation in Lieu of Custody
for her Florence warrant.
She was placed under arrest
for Giving False Information
to a Police Officer (ORS
807.620), as well as Theft
in the Third Degree (ORS
164.043) for items that
were taken from Walmart.
Later she admitted to hav-
ing Methamphetamine in
her backpack. The substance

was tested with the Narc
Ranger and confirmed
to be Methamphetamine.
Additional charges
of Possession of
Methamphetamine (ORS
475.894) were added, and
she was then transported to
the Lane County Jail to be
lodged on the above charges.
- Officers responded to
an active physical dispute.
Upon arrival, officers located
the victim near the residence
and quickly began their

Blotter

investigation. The suspect
previously left the scene
but had later returned while
officers were still there. He
was ultimately arrested for
Assault in the Fourth Degree
(ORS 163.160), The male
was transported to the Lane
County Jail and lodged

on the above-mentioned
charges.

- During a routine patrol
check of the designated
camp at 12th Street, officers
noticed a tent was set up in

the parking lot in violation
of City Code. It took several
minutes to determine the sus-
pects name and date of birth,
due to the male providing
the wrong information. After
he was identified, dispatch
determined he had an active
warrant out of the Lane
County Circuit Court of
Failing to Appear on DUII
charges. He was arrested
and transported to the Lane
County Jail to be lodged on
his warrant.

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals
arrested or charged with
a crime are presumed
innocent until proven
guilty. Information
printed is preliminary
and subject to change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 14
00:06: Missing person,
72000 block London Rd.
10:18: Abandoned
vehicle, 19th/Harvey
13:12: Harassment,
200 block N. 8th St.
14:24: Abandoned
vehicle, Harvey/19th
14:55: Abandoned
vehicle, 16th/Gibbs
15:08: Abandoned
vehicle, 700 block E.
Gibbs Ave.

16:39: Suspicious
condition, 1500 block E.
Main St.

16:56: Suicidal sub-
ject, 1100 block S. 2nd
St.

18:18: Suicidal
subject, 32000 block
Cleveland St.

18:38: Theft, 800
block W. Main St.

21:08: Suspicious sub-
ject, Harrison/R

22:06: Disturbance,
800 block Gateway
Blvd.

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15

01:26: Suspicious
vehicle, 100 block S.
10th St.

09:27: Theft, 800
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

09:48: Abandoned
vehicle, 200 block S.
13th St.

10:31: Abandoned
vehicle, 400 block N.
10th St.

11:19: Harassment,
200 block Gateway
Blvd.

13:44: Juvenile trou-
ble, 900 block Arthur
Ave.

14:59: Theft, Walmart

17:15: Missing person,
1100 block W. Main St.

18:59: Motor vehicle
crash, 6th/ Quincy

21:41: Suspicious
condition, 1200 block
Bryant Ave.

23:07: Fire, 600 block
E. Main St.

WEDNESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 16

12:09: Agency assist,
32000 Picknell St.

12:49: Fraud, 900
block Arthur Ave.

13:20: Mental subject,
1700 block Taylor Ave.

13:41: Trespass, 1200
block Hwy 99

14:27: Repo, 700
block S. 6th St.

15:14: Disturbance,
Harvey/Gateway

17:15: Juvenile trou-
ble, 900 block Arthur
Ave.

18:27: Criminal mis-
chief, 700 block N.
River Rd.

19:06: Theft, 1500
block Fairview PI.

21:07: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

21:42: DUII ATL,
1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

22:23: Suspicious
vehicle, 1200 block Hwy
99

THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17

01:00: Suspicious
vehicle, Harrison/1st

08:21: Agency assist,
Harvey/Gateway

08:50: Illegal camping,
2700 block Row River
Rd.

09:15: Juvenile trou-
ble, 1500 block S. 4th
St.

09:43: Trespass, 1300
block E. Jefferson Ave.

10:17: Agency assist,
500 block Adams Ave.

11:03: Warrant service,
1500 block Village Dr.

11:38: Illegal camping,
1300 block S. River Rd.

12:27: Abandoned
vehicle, 100 block
Palmer Ave.

13:56: Animal info,
100 block Gateway
Blvd.

14:54: Missing person,
2300 block Washington
Pl

15:37: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

16:38: Disturbance,
12th/Main

18:39: Juvenile
trouble, 900 block Row
River Rd.

FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 18

00:17: Suspicious
vehicle, 100 block S.
10th St.

03:25: Disturbance,
100 block N. 14th St.

07:08: Fire, 80000
block Territorial Hwy

08:36: Illegal camping,
200 block N. 12th St.

12:04: Motor vehicle
crash, 76000 block
London Rd.

12:25: Hit and run,
1000 block Hillside Dr.

12:35: Fire, Main/
River Rd.

13:07: Mental subject,
300 block Coop Ct.

13:26: Mental subject,
16th/Gibbs

16:53: Disturbance,
Madison/13th

20:54: Disorderly sub-
ject, 3000 block Row
River Rd.

21:04: Harassment,
200 block N. 8th St.

22:26: Suspicious con-
dition, 1600 block Clark
Ave.

SATURDAY,
SEPTEMBER 19

00:30: Alarm, 100
block S. 10th St.

10:21: Motor vehicle
crash, 79000 block Hwy
99

12:52: Found property,
600 block E. Jefferson
Ave.

13:18: Abandoned
vehicle, Pennoyer/99

16:57: Disturbance, S.
River Rd/Bryant

18:07: Suspicious sub-
ject, Bluebird/Buttercup
Lp

23:49: Suspicious
vehicle, 100 block S. 7th
St.

SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 20

00:24: Welfare check,
800 block Gateway
Blvd.

09:50: Suspicious con-
dition, 900 block Row
River Rd.

11:17: Theft, 500
block Gateway Blvd.

16:03: Disturbance,
100 block S. 10th St.

18:34: Disturbance,
700 block N. River Rd.

23:18: Barking dog,
Gibbs/16th

On-duty deputy struck by alleged DUII driver

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

On September 18 at
about 10:30 pm, a Lane
County Sheriff’s Office
(LCSO) deputy driv-
ing his patrol vehicle
was struck by another

9% OFF

Any service with coupon

Schedule your appointment Today!
I Not Valid on any service Exceeding S100

motorist in the 5100
block of Franklin
Boulevard in Glenwood,
according to LCSO Sgt.
Levi McKenny.

The deputy radioed
the at-fault vehicle
may have also struck

Not valid with any other offer.
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a third vehicle nearby.
Springfield Police
Department officers
responded and investi-
gated the crash.

The head-on collision
caused front end damage
to both the at-fault car
and the Sheriff’s Office
patrol vehicle. The patrol
vehicle was towed from
the scene, according to
McKenny.

During the investi-
gation SPD officers
arrested the alleged
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EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

at-fault driver, Ryder Lee
Carlton, for DUI.
“Thankfully no one
was seriously injured
in the crash, and the
deputy is back on duty,”
McKenny said. “Sadly,
this is now the second
time this deputy has been
struck by an intoxicated
motorist this year. On
February 8, while patrol-
ling on the McKenzie
Highway, this same dep-
uty was hit by another
drunk driver”
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McKenny added that
OSP Troopers responded
and conducted that crash
investigation and ulti-
mately the other driver
was arrested for DUI.

The name of the
deputy and where the
alleged at-fault driver is
from was not immedi-
ately available.

“The Lane County
Sheriff’s Office reminds
everyone to stay sober
behind the wheel,”
McKenny said. “Never
drink and drive or drive
after consuming a sub-
stance. Everyone needs
to be cautious of people
driving impaired on our

roadways. Even police
can become victims
with intoxicated persons
behind the wheel.”

In Oregon, a first-
time Driving Under the
Influence of Intoxicants
(DUII) is typically a
Class A misdemeanor
carrying a mandatory
minimum of 48 hours
in jail or 80 hours of
community service, a
minimum fine of $1,000,
and a one-year driver’s
license suspension,
according to an online
post from the Oregon
State Bar.

cgsentinel.com
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SEPTEMBER 30

¢ Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

¢ Senior Center Pinochle
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center.
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Acoustic Jam with Gregg
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast
Fork Brewing.

* Elks Lodge Bingo. Early
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

* Board Game Night with
Ayla. 6:30-9:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

OCTOBER 1

* T.O.PS. Club. 9:30-11
a.m. Delight Valley Church
of Christ, Saginaw.

* Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m.
CG Public Library.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

e Community Center Table
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Community
Center.

Community Calendar

* Bread Club. 5-7 p.m. CG
Public Market.

* Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447
Hwy 99N.

e Stone Hart (rock). 6-8
p.m. The Public (CG Public
Market).

* Joel Astley (blues). 8-10
p.m. Axe and Fiddle

OCTOBER 2

e Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG
Public Library.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

* American Legion Bingo.
5-7 p.m. American Legion
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

¢ Elks Lodge Fundraising
Dinner: Country Fried Steak.
5-6:30 p.m. $12

o Saginaw Vineyard Friday
Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 80247
Delight Valley School Rd.

* The Regulars
(Americana). 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Coast Fork Brewery.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel

End of Summer at Dorena Lake.

* Weekly Pool Tournament.
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5
entry. BCA rules.

¢ Blessed Relief (jazz).
8:30-10:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

OCTOBER 3
e Share Fair. 9 a.m. 1133
E. Main St.

e South Valley Farmers
Market. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 7th
and Main Street.

* Harvest Festival. 10
am-~2 p.m. Row River
Grange. 34360 Row River
Rd.

(League of Women Voters
presentation, live music, cider
press, chili, vendors)

¢ Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

* Bohemia Gold Mining
Museum. 1-4 p.m. 308 S.
10th St.

* Rosa Lee’s String Band
(bluegrass). 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Coast Fork Brewery.

* Possible Human Origins
(acoustic rock). 8-10 p.m.
Axe and Fiddle.

OCTOBER 4

¢ Cottage Grove Museum.
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and
H Street.

e Jeri James (roots). 1-3
p.m. Covered Bridge Brewery

* VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m.
VFW Post 3473. 3160
Hillside Dr.

* South Valley Athletics
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30
p.m. (Cards $1/10 Rounds)

e Fluffalove (folk/rock).
6-8 p.m. Axe and Fiddle

OCTOBER 5

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 1-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove
Community Center.

* Gardeners Meeting.
5:30-7 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewery

OCTOBER 6

e Ukulele Club. (for adults)
9 a.m. CG Public Library.

* Bilingual Story Time. 5
p-m. CG Public Library.

* Healthy Conversations.
5-7:30 p.m. Axe and Fiddle

Topic: Social Health and
Aging.

e Trinity Lutheran Free
Take Out Dinner. 5:15-6:15
p-m. 675 S. 7th St.

e Trivia & Games with
Gerald and Cribbage with
Ted. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

Sports

Cottage

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

It’s the middle of running
season, and Cottage Grove’s
cross country team has been
putting miles on their legs
and shoe soles in early-
season races.

Both the boys and girls
have seen success in the first
few races, and Head Coach
Ricky Knutson has been
pleased with the early returns
on the 2026 season.

“It’s been fun from an
overall team standpoint. The
boys team and girls teams
have been kind of switching
back and forth. One week,
the boys team will have a
pretty solid finish and earn
a trophy, and the next week
it’s the girls,” Knutson said.
“Last week when we were at
the Country Fair Classic, the
boys won the meet, and then
this week at the Northwest
Classic, the girls took second
and got the podium finish.
It’s been fun, you know, both
teams alternating meets with
recognition.”

One of the early challenges
for the program, especially
on the girls’ side, has been
keeping everybody healthy.
There haven’t been serious
overuse or acute injuries, but
the colds and illnesses that
always seem to accompany
returning to school and the
fall season.

As a result, the Lions
haven’t had their full comple-
ment of runners compete on
the girls’ side, but a positive
side effect of the absences
has been the development of
team depth.

“The fact that they finished
2nd at the Northwest Classic
without Carly (Knutson) run-
ning, where on any given
day, she’s our number one
or two runner, was a big
accomplishment for the girls
team,” Knutson said. “We
have a few girls that are
really developing. Girls that
started the season running JV;

Grove Cross Country continue building

Rachael Kincaid and Natalya
Thompson, they ran varsity
for the first time and ended
up scoring for us. So that was
pretty cool.”

Up and down the lineup,
the girls have been stepping
up to fill their teammates’
shoes when injury or illness
arises. In their early contests,
the Lions have proven to be
one of the deepest programs
in 4A, with Knutson pointing
to the season that Scarlett
Garcia has been putting
together so far.

At the 5K Northwest
Classic on Sept. 19, the
girls took second with great
performances from the
whole squad. Rowyn Earl
paced the pack, posting a
lifetime best to finish 8th,
while Hailey Fergason took
29th, Cally Bickford 30th,
Rachael Kincaid 33rd, and
Natalya Thompson (43rd)
each scored, finishing within
40 seconds of one another.
Garcia was right in the mix,
finishing 44th, but Knutson
was thrilled with her perfor-
mance. Garcia is the team’s
number seven runner right
now, but she posted times
that have her as the second-
fastest number seven runner
at the 4A level.

It was a great display,
with 16 of Cottage Grove’s
20 girls posting new records
across varsity and JV.

“We have some of the best
depth in the state in the 4A
classification,” Knutson said.

On the boys side, building
depth is also the focus. The
boys have already seen some
big successes in September,
notably taking first for the
second consecutive year in
the Country Fair Classic.
They finished ahead of 14
other schools, including
larger 5A and 6A programs.

Jennings Albrecht led the
charge for the Lions, tak-
ing 4th place finish with a
21-second personal best.
Remington Sharkey fought
his way to 13th despite los-
ing a shoe and needing to
put it back on during the
race. Micah Hanke took 17th,
Braeden Bomar 25th, and
Jose Calvario 26th.

In the Northwest Classic
the following weekend, the
boys took fourth. They also
battled sickness and adversity
but made major strides during
the competition.

Albrecht overcame ill-
ness during the week to run
a personal best and finish
10th. Sharkey finished 11th,
just behind, even though
he was stung during the
race. Calvario continued his
remarkable freshman season,
dethroning his previous PR
by more than 50 seconds.
His performance currently
ranks him as the No. 4 ninth-
grade runner in Oregon’s 4A
classification.

Bomar added another
personal best with a 37th-
place finish, and Hanke
placed 38th, running more
than 30 seconds faster than
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he did on the same course
last year. Julien Renault took
full advantage of his varsity
debut, delivering an incred-
ible 90-second personal best,
followed by Sorin Sundsten,
who knocked 60 seconds off
his previous best.

“Julian Renault had a
really big race. We ran him
varsity for the first time this
last week, and he basically
skipped the 19-minute mark.
He went from running over
20 minutes down to 18:43,”
Knutson said. “That was
a pretty big jump. So, that
sixth spot on our team could

be really important when it
comes down to the district
meet. That’s gonna be a
really tight one on both the
boys and girls’ side, with
Marist.”

Along with some trophy-
winning performances, the
vibe and support within
the group has been “great.”
One of the things Knutson
loves to see is how the new
athletes, and program as a
whole, have bought into a
positive team mentality.

“It’s just fun to hear the
kids on the hard workout
days. It’s where we really

start to see it the most. As
kids are finishing last reps,
other kids are clapping for
them and cheering,” Knutson
said. “It’s been a pretty awe-
some, uplifting environment
with the kids.”

There are still a couple
of spots up for grabs on
both varsity squads, but the
competition for those places
hasn’t been a negative thing.
Kids are pushing themselves

See More Building

on Page 4
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STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

United Way of Lane
County has announced
the launch of Imagination
Library of Lane County, a
new entity — hosted by and
housed within United Way of
Lane County — to coordinate
and expand access to Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library
for families across Lane
County.

Imagination Library of
Lane County now facilitates
Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library for families living
in most towns and cities
across Lane County, includ-
ing early readers in Eugene,
Springfield, and 25 rural
communities.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library is a book gifting
program — created by the late
singer/songwriter, actress,
and humanitarian, Dolly
Parton — that sends free
books each month directly
to children until their fifth
birthday. Books are available
in bilingual Spanish/English
as well as braille and audio

Imagination Library expands

formats. There is no income
requirement or registration fee
for children and families to
participate.

“We are so excited to make
Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library available to even
more families in our commu-
nities — and to make it even
easier for families moving
within Lane County to stay
connected and keep their
books coming,” Imagination
Library of Lane County
Executive Director Julia
McMorran said. “Every
month, we’re sending new
books to over 8,000 children
in Lane County. With this
new program expansion, our
goal is to reach even further
so that every child born in
our communities has access
to books from their very first
day.”

“Until recently, there
were five local organizations
coordinating Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library for fami-
lies in Eugene, Springfield,
and rural Lane County com-
munities, including Eugene
Public Library Foundation,
Springfield Young Readers,

Courtesy photo

Families seeking to sign up their child or children for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library within Lane
County can learn more and register at www.unitedwaylane.org/dpil.

and United Way of Lane
County, in partnership with
the Early Childhood Hub of
Lane County,” United Way
of Lane County President

Uningd Susses Postal Sonvicn

Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation

and CEO Alma Fumiko
Hesus said. “This meant that,
when families moved from
one area to another within
Lane County, they needed to
re-register with whichever
organization served their
municipality.”

Several months ago, the
leaders of these organizations
came together to discuss how
they could make it even easier

for local families, according
to Fumiko Hesus.

“With the launch of
Imagination Library of Lane
County, we can now reach
even more families and
ensure that no matter where
they move within Lane
County, their free books will
follow,” she said.

“It has been an honor
over the past year to work
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alongside other Imagination
Library program leaders in
Lane County to examine

how we could better serve
ALL of Lane County’s
youth,” Eugene Public
Library Foundation Executive
Director Dana Fleming said.
“The resulting expanded
coverage increases access
and simplifies the process for
Lane County families while
consolidating resources, mak-
ing it a win-win. I believe
Dolly would be very proud
of us!”

Since 2014, thanks to the
support of The Dollywood
Foundation alongside local
nonprofits, foundations, the
State of Oregon, and indi-
vidual donors, over 750,000
books have been sent directly
to children across Lane
County.

“Every free book that Dolly
gave out, and will continue
to give through local partners
like Imagination Library of
Lane County, is proof that her
legacy lives on,” Hesus said.
“In her memory, and with
the generous support of local
donors in our communities,
we will continue to create a
better future for every child,
family, and community in
Lane County.”

The mission of United Way
of Lane County is to mobilize
communities to action so all
can thrive. www.unitedway-
lane.org

Families seeking to sign
up their child or children for
Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library within Lane County
can learn more and register at
www.unitedwaylane.org/dpil.

BUILDING
From Page 3

to earn their place, but it
hasn’t stopped the team from
forming a close-knit bond.

Heading into the upcoming
races, Knutson said the focus
is competing and positioning
in races, rather than setting
new personal bests. On top of
that, what Knutson wants is to
get everyone healthy and get
the sickness bug away from
the team.

“We’re getting a wave of
illness that’s starting to hit.
So, the next few weeks could
be a little touch-and-go with
who we have available to
race. And the trick is just to
try to make it through this
time period. How can we keep
the kids training a little bit
without running them down?”
Knutson said. “We have to be
able to get to the end of the
season healthy, and maybe
the silver lining is that this is
hitting us early. So, hopefully
we can move past it by the
time the more important meets
come.”

The Lions raced at the
Woahink Lake XC Invitational
on Sept. 26, but results are
unavailable at the time of
press. The next race for
Cottage Grove will be Flight
7 at Richardson Park on
October. 3.

Knutson said that the work
isn’t glamorous, but his team
is committed to doing the lit-
tle things so they can be in the
best position possible when
the district meet rolls around
in late October.
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Wildfires to come

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

regon’s wildfires
haven’t gotten their
due this year.

They’ve made some head-
lines and generated some
discussion, but they deserve
more. The condition of
Oregon may depend on their
getting it.

By some measures, Oregon
has been the number one
state this year for wildfires.
While fire season won’t be
over for another month or so,
Oregon is likely to rank high
for 2026.

As of Sept. 8, the National
Interagency Fire Center
reported nine active wild-
fires in Oregon, more than
any state but Washington,
covering 1.1 million acres
so far, with at least two
of enormous size, the Big
Grass fire near Jordan Valley
(578,637 acres) and the Rowe
Creek Complex near Fossil
(337,927 acres).

The overall state numbers
are down in September. In
late August KOIN TV in
Portland counted 18 fires
underway burning 1.3 million
acres. Those acreage counts
are enormous in absolute
terms: Oregon in total has 61
million acres.

A Legislative Fiscal Office
report out in September noted
“The start of Oregon’s 2026
wildfire season was both
early and aggressive, driven
by record-low snowpack,
record-high temperatures,
and early-season drought
conditions. The unseasonably
dry landscape in March and
April led to dozens of early-
season fires. ... On July 22,
2026, Oregon’s landscape
was reportedly inundated by
8,357 dry lightning strikes
statewide, sparking at least
eight new fires, including the
Grasshopper Fire near Mount
Hood. By late July, more than
150 wildfires were burning
across the state.”

All this was projected
at a relatively early point.
Governor Tina Kotek in
June issued a statewide fire
emergency, which set direc-
tives for how agencies and
responders would cooperate.

These wildfires have
been expensive, and are
blowing well past previous
records. They have been
costly to fight (an analysis
by KOIN-TV estimated a
grand total figure at $842
million). The Fiscal Office
report figured on a state level
“gross large fire costs totaling
$236.2 million and net fire
costs totaling $157.4 million.
For comparative purposes,
this exceeds the fire season
costs incurred as of August
20, 2024, by $30.2 million
gross and $95.1 million net.

Beyond that, of course,
they have damaged sig-
nificant amounts of land and
property.

And they have been
responsible for a range of
secondary costs. One of the

biggest: The cost of electric
power, rising in part due to
actual and preventative costs
of wildfires.

And yet in much of
Oregon, the fires seem a little
off to the side, peripheral.
Most people in Oregon live
west or south of the Cascade
Mountains, and nearly all of
the large fires are well to the
east of those mountains.

Many of the more popu-
lous parts of Oregon have
had mellow summer weather
this year — moderate tem-
peratures in much of Oregon,
few very-hot days — com-
pared to much of the country.
This hasn’t felt so much like
fire season in the Willamette
Valley.

Too, most of those parts
of Oregon also caught only
occasional smoke this year.
Orange suns showed up from
time to time, but outside the
actual and more remote burn
areas, they didn’t persist for
more than a few days at a
time.

One good-news aspect of
the lower attention may be
that — to judge from a range
of on-scene reports — wild-
fire fighters seem to have
been uncommonly effective
this year.

But still another reason is
where the fires were located.
For most Oregonians, they
were somewhere over there,
far away and over mountain
ranges from heavily popu-
lated areas.

For all that, in some ways
Oregon dodged a fire bullet
this year in terms of impact
on large numbers of people
and stocks of property.

But that’s this year. With
just a little more than half a
year till the start of the next
fire season, which quite pos-
sibly could be worse, time
has come for more intensive
planning.

Oregon — and most of
the West — has had ongoing
small snowpacks. This year,
the National Weather Service
is projecting something like
more of the same, a warm
and relatively dry winter,
which sounds like not a lot of
mountain snow. Next year’s
fire season may be a more
unavoidable reality than this
one.

We have the larger share
of a year to prepare for what
may be a rough fire season
in 2027. We should use it
wisely.

https:/loregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/09/22/
wildfires-to-come/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501c¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com.
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GUEST COLUMN

Harnessing the Energy

ANANDA ELYCE REEVES
Cottage Grove
Sentinel Guest Column

rom October 26,

2025, through
February 10-14, 2026,
Buddhist monks walked
more than 2,300 miles
from Fort Worth, Texas
to Washington, D.C. on
a journey known as the
“Walk for Peace.”

Their silent steps and
message of loving kind-
ness drew thousands of
people to roadsides and
town squares, inspir-
ing millions across the
country — including
Cottage Grove resident
Ananda Elyce Reeves,
whose encounter with
the monks set her on a
new path of service.

I’m passionate about
promoting peace.

For several years I
worked with a local
committee that designed
and installed Coiner
Park’s Peace Pole. I
made a presentation
to the School Board
encouraging district
leaders to incorporate
greater peace awareness
in schools. I’ve also led
the planning of our local
observance of World
Peace Day on September
21, and I want to thank
everyone who par-
ticipated in this year’s
event.

In my earlier profes-
sional life, I was a semi-
nar producer. I’'m now
a Community Organizer
for Peace in Cottage
Grove. My focus was
personal enrichment and
inner peace. Life has

changed since then — 1
am older now, and I
move through the world
with a prosthetic leg and
a powerchair — but the
calling to help people
discover peace has never
left me.

That calling returned
the day I witnessed
the Walk for Peace.
Watching the monks
move with such inten-
tion, through all kinds of
severe weather, stirred
something deep within
me. Their presence
awakened something in
every community they
passed through. I felt
compelled to continue
that work in a way that
honored their message
and brought it directly to
neighborhoods that want
peace right where they
live.

I approached the
Huong Dao Temple
with an idea: a follow
up journey that would
revisit the communities
along the monks’ route
and offer peace seminars
designed for neighbor-
hood engagement. What
I expected to be a simple
seminar plan grew into
something much larger.

Over the next 108
days, I created a peace
training system, a book
concept, a documentary
outline, and even the
beginnings of a film.
It felt less like I was
inventing something and
more like I was receiv-
ing it — ancient wisdom
arriving exactly when it
was needed.

Eventually, I reached
a point where I needed

Last Week'’s Poll Results

What Fall-time staple are you most look-

ing forward to?
0% Sweater Weather

0% Homecoming Game

100% Halloween

0% Pumpkins... Pumpkins Everywhere

to present the work to
Bhikkhu Pannakara, the
monk whose leadership
had inspired so many.
Arranging a meeting
proved difficult, so I
simply decided to go.
As an amputee traveling
alone, taking a two day
train trip from Eugene to
Fort Worth was no small
challenge, but nothing
was going to stop me.

When I arrived, vol-
unteers welcomed me
and helped me inside.
A wheelchair had been
found earlier that day,
and they rolled me
into a carved meeting
space where Bhikkhu
Pannakara and the
temple dog, Aloka, soon
joined me. The most
profound part of that
meeting was not the
slides or the program
details. It was the expe-
rience of being listened
to by someone whose
mind was completely
still. His presence was
peaceful, attentive, and
without interruption.
When people feel truly
listened to, they feel
seen. They feel valued.
They feel peace.

When I finished,
he asked, “What do
you need from me?” 1
explained that the sys-
tem I created required
no time or resources
from the temple. It
was designed to honor
monastic life, allowing
the monks to remain in
their silence while com-
munities practiced peace
at the neighborhood
level. All T needed was
his blessing.

He was moved to
tears. “You have my
blessings,” he said. In
that moment, every mile
traveled and every day
of work became worth
it. His response gave me
the confidence I needed
to continue, knowing
the heart of the Walk
for Peace supported the
work ahead.

In the days that fol-
lowed, I explored the
grounds, attended
chants, and sat in
silence. That quiet
helped me understand
what must happen next
to bring peace train-
ing to the communities
along the 2,300 mile
corridor. A message
from the monastery later
clarified that I could
not use copyrighted
names or images from
the Walk for Peace.
Honoring their rules
gave me unexpected
freedom. I renamed the
seminars “Rolling Peace
Gatherings,” built a
website, and finalized a
system that can be used
in any neighborhood the
monks visited.

I am 77 years old, and
I am dedicating the rest
of my life to traveling
this route, offering peace
seminars and helping
communities cultivate
compassion and unity
right where they are.

Peace begins with us.
And it begins now.

Ananda Elyce Reeves
is a Cottage Grove
resident.

Quote of the Week

“The rise of powerful Al
will either be the best or the
worst thing ever to happen

to humanity.”

Stephen Hawking
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using MAP interim assess-

SLSD
From page 1

ment the last two years in
South Lane, which has been
showing improved growth
in reading and math for our
students,” he said.

The state testing discrep-
ancy in using the data to
measure school achieve-
ment but not ensuring its
consistent participation does
create community impact,
according to Miller, who
added that the low scores
create a negative narrative

estate apps and such, for
parents to learn more about
the community, which could
impact livability concerns
for incoming families and
property values. Miller said
the result has been a consis-
tent concerning trend over
the last few years that the
district board and adminis-
trators hope to start to shift
this year.

“We want to see our
students persevere, work
through challenging assess-
ments and show pride in
their learning and growth,”
Miller said. “The current
system allows for opt-out,
but we love to see more
students working through

the benefits. Along with
that, we are continuing to
focus our work on literacy
and math

Each year, Oregon stu-
dents in grades 3-8 and 11
take statewide summative

tests in ELA

instruction and math

to improve “Most concerning are (students in
skills from our published aca- grades 5, 8,
pre-k through demic scores, which and 11 also
high school. highlight areas of take a sci-

I ?gll fhleasedk growth, work we need %‘;lceéeso'
with the wor to do, but also high- ¢ regon
our staff light a flawed state Department
and schools metric.”’ of Education
are doing to (ODE) aid
make head- South Lane School the tests
way in our Superintend Todd help show
academics, Miller how well
along with all the state’s
the needed education

skills to have South Lane
students future-ready.”

systems are supporting
student learning. The 2025-

Test results are one source

of information about student
learning and are most useful
when considered alongside
other measures and sources
of information about stu-
dents and their experiences,
according to the ODE).
“Oregon’s statewide
assessment system contin-
ues to strive for balance by
including a focus on cultur-
ally responsive practices,
which requires a broad
range of data sources in
addition to academic assess-
ments. For example, results
from the Student Education
Equity Development Survey
help add valuable context to
state test scores, building a

and areas for growth in our
education system,” the ODE
states in a release.

ODE has updated
resources to help educators,
students, and families under-
stand and use assessment
information. The Students
and Families Assessment
Resources webpage helps
students and families under-
stand state testing, interpret
student score reports, and
learn more about district
and school performance. In
addition, the Assessment
Professional Learning web-
page provides resources that
support effective assessment
practices, results inter-
pretation, and continuous

for his schools and district. it, and we need to do a bet- About State Summative 26 results include students more complete and mean- improvement.
The data is also used in real  ter job of communicating Tests enrolled on May 1, 2026. ingful picture of strengths
contained endearing draw- and privilege to pay his own Valley Honor Flight Hub

HONOR
From page 1

“The Korean War Veterans

Memorial was my favorite
because the larger than life
soldiers, captured mid patrol
with strikingly human expres-
sions, felt alive in a way no
wall ever could,” he said.

Cottage Grove Air Force
veteran Gary Rider said
there are really no words to
describe the trip. “It is inde-
scribable, the emotions I saw
different men have at the dif-
ferent monuments,” he said.
“It was overpowering.”

Mail Call was a wonderful
surprise to all the veterans at
their last dinner together on
Saturday night.

Family members discreetly
collected cards and letters in
advance, gathering heartfelt
messages of thanks for their
veteran. Each folder also

ings from Willamette Valley
schoolchildren expressing
their thanks and letters of
appreciation from Governor
Tina Kotek, Congresswoman
Val Hoyle and U.S. Senator
Jeff Merkley. Senators
Merkley and Ron Wyden
provided one of the most
meaningful gifts each veteran
received — a flag that was
flown over the U.S. Capitol
Building to honor them.

Each veteran is escorted
by a “guardian,” who is a
family member or friend. To
keep all trip expenses free for
veterans, each guardian pays
$1,500 for his or her own
costs.

This was the second trip
for Weeldreyer’s guardian,
Howard Sunkler, who is also
a veteran. Two years ago
he escorted former Cottage
Grove Mayor Tom Munroe
and said it was an honor

expenses to get Ralph back
to D.C. “T especially enjoy
my time with the veteran I
go with and love hearing the
personal stories of other vets
on the trip.”

Everywhere they went,
the bright blue Honor Flight
T shirts were unmistakable
and prompted strangers to
sincerely acknowledge the
veterans for their service. In
the Portland airport, the vets
walked through two lines of
uniformed military and police
officers saluting them and
an enthusiastic group of well
wishers holding “Welcome
Home Veteran” signs.

“I felt such gratitude
toward so many people
who acknowledged me and
thanked me for serving my
country,” Weeldreyer said. “It
is a great feeling that I will
carry with me for the rest of
my life.”

Ralph Weeldreyer, right, and his guardian Howard
Sunkler at the WWII Memorial honoring Oregon.

All participants praised
the Honor Flight staff for
the impressive level of plan-
ning and coordination it took

to provide such an amazing
experience for veterans and
their guardians. Until this
year, the South Willamette

funded a spring trip in April
and a fall trip in September.
Not enough money was
raised for two trips this year,
so some veterans on the wait-
ing list will have to wait until
2027.

“I want to strongly encour-
age the public to make a
financial contribution to the
Honor Flight program so
more veterans can go back
there,” Rider said. “If they
hear about a fundraising
event, please go.”

The South Willamette
Valley Honor Flight pro-
gram is part of the national
Honor Flight Network of
133 hubs, and Oregon has
three (Portland, Bend and
Springfield). To make a dona-
tion to fund an upcoming
trip or to put a loved one on
the waiting list, visit www.
swvhonorflight.org or call
541 246 9726.

VISION

From page 1

schools and departments
to deepen engagement
and belonging.

“Taking the work of
the maxims and then
using it to integrate
across all our schools and
departments... bringing

about cohesion,” he said,
emphasizing that the
work aims to help stu-
dents, staff and families
understand how the dis-
trict’s values connect to
daily operations.

Miller also described
major changes to stu-
dent surveys, including
discontinuing the Youth
Truth survey and reduc-
ing the number of annual

AN AN

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY

or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.
Your caregiver gets paid same day!

v I |'L'L'{_11 ymCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

1S
Ul
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student surveys from
four to two. He said

the district is working
with staff and parents to
develop more intentional
questions that measure
climate, belonging and
employability skills.

“Students are actually

going to go from four
surveys down to two,”
he noted, adding that

improved participation
will make the data more
meaningful.

His second goal centers
on academic improve-
ment, attendance strate-
gies and reducing siloed
work across departments.
Miller highlighted the
need for stronger com-
munication between
Social Emotional

Learning (SEL) spe-
cialists, administrators
and instructional teams
to ensure alignment
and avoid conflicting
directives.

The third goal expands
the district’s “future
ready” work beyond tra-
ditional high school CTE
programs.

“There’s true CTE
and then there is ‘future
ready’... that work is
expanding out K thru
12,” he said, describing
new tools such as Zello
that help students explore
interests, build portfolios
and connect learning to
future pathways.

Miller’s fourth goal
focuses on budget
sustainability, includ-
ing efforts to recapture
homeschool and online

students and reduce out
of district placements by
expanding in district spe-
cial education programs.
He said the district is
monitoring enrollment
closely as new housing
developments open and
is working to protect
resources amid uncertain
state funding.

The district plans to
use the emerging vision,
mission and maxims to
guide decision making,
strengthen student sup-
port and create a clearer,
more unified direction
for South Lane schools.
As the work progresses,
the board will continue
reviewing feedback and
refining the themes that
will form the foundation
of the final vision.

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb

[ ]
All Welcome

CHURCH

541-942-5213

“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

820 South 10th Street

Pastor: James D. Boram
Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available

Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 o Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

541-942-2373

Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

TLC Groups
tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

9am - Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. » 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages
welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday - 8 am & 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by
appointment

334 Washington 541-942-3033
Worship 10am

umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

7585 4th S * 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &
CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this
worship directory, contact us today!

Voters encouraged to verify
authenticity of election mail

SHAANTH NANHUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

As Oregon officials begin
to send ballots out for the
upcoming November election,
the state’s top elections offi-
cer is encouraging voters to
verify whether their election-
related mail comes from an
official source.

Oregon Secretary of State
Tobias Read’s office recom-
mended in a recent press
release that Oregonians look
for an official election photo,
consider that third-party
groups creating fake mail
often use outdated or incor-
rect data and make sure their

registration is correct using
the oregonvotes.gov website.
The office said the most
accurate and up-to-date voter
registration information will
be with people’s local elec-
tion offices.

“We’re already getting
reports about misleading mail
going out to voters, so | want
Oregonians to have the tools
to be able to tell fact from
fiction,” Read said in a state-
ment. “The good news is, it’s
pretty simple: If you receive
something in the mail about
voter registration or your
ability to participate in the
upcoming election, look for

o sale

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-888-473-1933

JACORN

STAIRLIFTS

STAY SAFE

in the home you love.

SPECIAL OFFER

F R E T

Guide!
+/ Learn your options

V Avoid costly mistakes
V/ Stay sate at home

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY!

1-844-812-6573

the official election mail logo
to verify that it’s from an
official source.”

A logo for official elec-
tion mail will come with
a note clarifying that it is
authorized by the U.S. Postal
Service, and it is used for
materials such as ballots,
voter registration cards and
voter reply mail. It features
the stars and stripes of the
America flag and the words
“Official Election Mail” and
“Authorized by the U.S.
Postal Service.” It comes in
black or specific shades of
blue or red.

Read’s office encouraged
Oregon voters seeking more
information about election-
related mail to contact the
Oregon Secretary of State’s
Elections’ Division at elec-
tions.sos@so0s.oregon.gov or
by calling 1-866-673-VOTE.
He also recommended people
contact their local county
clerks, who are listed on the
secretary of state’s website.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/09/21/oregon-
secretary-of-state-encourages-
voters-to-verify-authenticity-
of-election-mail/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne Terry
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.



COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL ¢ WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026 7

503-444-7924

r 4 Contact us todey o
fo learn more and reach

more local customers! &
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700
Q:CONSTRUCTION SERVICES :::I I:: MISC SERVICES ::I

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New

or remodel, decks, siding, windows,

doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541
cchi 239015

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.

Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call Audien

1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and text,

starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
(all VS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Gall
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

Freedom(are. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text

and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power

0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Gall

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo %600 In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time, waiving

ALL installation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Gll
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with
a Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. Its not just a generator. It a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and
home systems like heating and cooling
can be costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms apply. Gall Cinch
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call

1-855-980-4382.

DOING PUBLIC

Super Crossword RELATIONS
ACROSS 44 Catch by 92 Fishing for 12& Baskers may 32 Motorola 71 Spanish for
1 “Eat — eaten” luring large shrimps acquire them tablet “rnorth”
{law ot the 47 Advancement from atop a 127 Some jeans. introduccd 75 Bisected
junglal made by a rooflike familzrly n 2011 76 Glowing
5 Cne prayed ferncious sheller? 33 Gerund signs
to during a femate? 95 2006 DOWN suffix 77 Sci-fi empath
drought 63 "Dont panic!” Clympics 1 Really 3B Alternative lo Deanna
12 Laboratory 55 Like a hasl in ltalia astonishos cash or credit 78 — -Chinese
subslance 30-pound cat, 98 Hershoy's 2 Drug 38 volunteer 1o 80 Rinky- —
20 Schmitze| say tofiee bar reducing help™ 82 Wiped away
meat 56 Impel forcibly 97 Mariner's muscle 41 EF worker 85 Psyche part
21 Redenbachar 57 Former rival “Mayday!” stram 42 "— Rhythm" 87 Matures
of popcorn of Pan Am 98 “Of courze!” A Guardians of 43 Crime of 88 Thensfore
22 Chevron 58 With lite, 100 FPotential the Galaxy” some braitors B9 Trivial details
mator oil musically picnic pest cg-star Dave 45 Entr'— 90 Kind of
brand 60 Divining 101 Vardalos of 4 Anticuity, a6 Cat's "toe 91 Small, simple
23 Marnage to deck filem archaically bean,” e.q. houses
avaid the 61 Fill & bishop 104 Poem 5 Cow catcher 48 Movelisl Jafte 93 Divide into
introcuctony with joy? variety & Armounl of 48 One stroking tair shares
music? BE Blazting stuff 106 Give novelist money owed A cat, say ad Sch. in
256 Cousin ol a BB Film diractor Marcel the 7 — had it 50 Off-target Manhattan
musical Gus Van — boot? 8 Nothing 51 Wall bracket 99 Vizil for a bil
26 Cousin ol a 62 Poru's capital 109 Goading at all lor candles 101 Dunn and
mouse 70 "— thal 1he person who's 9 Epoxies, e.g. 52 "English” or Ephran
27 Look at truth!™ stranger? 10 Car make “lrish” dog 102 Birth cerl.,
28 These fasl 71 Fishnet siulf 115 Tic-tac-tos until 04 54 Cow catcher e.q.
musical 72 Previausly win 11 Bug spray 58 — -mock 103 Sum finder
passages, in 73 Lel off sieam 116 Pekos, eq. ingredient (music genre} 105 Meated (out)
Spain? 74 Father 117 Maring stuff 12 Selected 58 How many 106 Stellar hunter
a0 Customary 75 Bury with a hard, 13 Less sad treclancers 107 Sweat outlets
actions of a Johannes pinkish 14 Al all limes waork 108 King. in Cacn
World War Il Gutenberg? skeleton 15 "Encore!” 61 "Mistress of 110 Cicera's Lo
coallion® 73 Homer spic 118 The process 16 Dots in the: Dark” of 111 Cones’
34 Agnus — &1 High of deciding a mer TV and fim counterparts
{Mass prayer) schoolers. hewe much 17 Big town, in 62 Hide out, as 112 Cong'
35 Polential &.0., slangily the frosting ltalian a criminzl counterparts
RICHHC pest B3 Long period should cost? 18 Writer 63 Mambrang 113 Likes,
36 Potcntial B84 Apartmen| 122 Many a Chekhowv cnclosing an slangily
picric pest sharer, e.g. pre-teast flale 19 Minimum embryo 114 Light beige
37 Politician 86 — -Detoo 123 Band tour 24 Pgychic skill 64 Japanese 119 Trail mix bit
DeSantis (=ci-fi droid) follower 259 Porl 2outh of flzor mats 120 H.5.
38 Expected 87 School- 124 Allay Kiew &5 Make lovable transcript stat
40 Revize copy relatecd 125 Emphasized 31 MNimblo &7 Part of ENT 121 Toon frame
1 4 a 4 7 8 10 13 (14 15 16 17 16 |19

20

23

26

30

a6

44

53

“panasal 53460 |y ou) 'BlEDIpLAS saunead Bury SEneE

SEIEIR BOCRNEE GEEIBEEEINE
EIGEIEl  EINEIREEIE EIREEBEDRE
SNNENEAERENOEN BEEEEREER
MEIN BEE a[3]alalo]a|d]a[3]a]a]o
L[s[n]olula]L]s]n]oO EIGIE v|1|N
L[¥|N[D SEIl BEE EIBEE
o[N[i[a[o[ L RIN [Nm[v]d]d]o]n][1N]m]v
SINCEEEEE BRNEE ENNEEE

fNBE BEIENEIEIN CENRE
NEINNNCBERENND EHEE BNBER
EIEINE CIBEIR MNNE CD0E
N RBOR EIRCREEIEENERE
Los]v]Llelt[v[w Ny Iy~ L I
EINCEIRE EBHEEAE HRERRENE
SEEHEEREEEEEENEE ECUENDE

NOEE BRE [EE d[s|v]m
L[N]v BEIE s [x|v[d[d[s]1]x]¥
slo[t]s[3]d[d]s[0]L]s]3 EIEIE MEE
AANECEAE EERRECBAEERRRE
EINDRCEEE EBRBDREE NHEBE
1|v[o] 1 [w|3[H][olalo]e|n] i |v|ulla]s]u]o

sImsuy
pIomsso1n) Jadng

Lake Karibaisthe

largest artificial lake
and reservoir in the
entire world. Itlies
between Zambia and
Zimbabwe. Its huge
volume is believed to

have induced seismic
activity in the region,
including over twenty

earthquakes.
Source: wikipedia.ong
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GMC  Chervolet ¢ Chevy Trucke
SALES & SERVICE
2775 Row River Rd ® 541-942-4415

CHEVROLET, INC

ABATEMENT

ERY OF SERVICE

HEATING 3 A/C

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:

« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the
A
« Asbestos « LEAD « Mold
Abatement & Inspections

Willamette Valley
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

CCB#193586.

Free Estimates

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial

= 541-942-8577

SSALPINE

Heating & Air Conditioning

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC,
HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONG TERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shially Desmant - indapandent Agenf

Over 30 Years Experience

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

OREGON

for over 30 Years.
nul

L 'J:E Palmgr Ave.
(Cottage Erﬁ_w:.LORI_'_i!i’d.ad

L.
e

e —— 1 ! —
radschevyicom

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Realty

REAL ESTATE « PROPERTY MGMT

WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COM

Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

= @

=2 MLS

FOUNTAIN (BUTTERS uc

Quality Service & Installation « Repairs
Seamless 5" K-Style « Pre-painted Steel * Colors
Free Estimates ¢ Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515

Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured « CCB# 169540

noRTHWEsy '}{ )
| B
Family owned and operated for over 40 years!
Licensed ~-Bonded -Insured « ccb #107081

Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.nolnorthwest.com




COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL » WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

VOTE NOW!

NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE SOUTH
LANE COUNTY BUSINESSES

AUTOMOTIVE

ATV STORE

ATV RENTAL

AUTO DETAIL

AUTO PARTS /ACCESSORIES ===
AUTO REPAIR

CARWASH

OIL CHANGE

RV REPAIR

TIRE SERVICE

COMMUNITY
EARLY CHILDLEARNING
NON-PROFITORGANIZATION
PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
PLACE TO WORK
PLACE TO WORSHIP
SENIORLIVINGCOMMUNITY
SERVICE CLUB

SUPPORT GROUP
YOUTH ORGANIZATION

BAR

BARTENDER
BLOODY MARY
COCKTAIL
COFFEE

CRAFT BREW
HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITA
SMOOTHIE

TEA

WINE SELECTION

Go online today: www.cgsentinel.com/ballot to vote!
MUST VOTE IN MINIMUM OF 15 CATEGORIES

The top two nominations will be named first and second place in
each category. The most votes determine placement.

Only one ballot per reader. Duplicate ballots will not be counted.
Ballots from Cottage Grove newspaper only, photo copies will not be accepted.

HOUSE CLEANING
HVAC /HEAT & AIR
INTERNET SERVICE
LANDSCAPING
PAINTING

PEST CONTROL
PLUMBING
ROOFING
SELF-STORAGE
WINDOWS

PET
PET BOARDING
PET GROOMER
PET SUPPLIES
PET TRAINER
VETERINARIAN (LOCAL)
VETERINARIAN OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ACCOUNTANT

ATTORNEY

BANK

BANKTELLER

COMPUTERHELP/REPAIR ===
FINANCIAL PLANNER

INSURANCE OFFICE

INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL
MORTGAGE LENDING

PHOTOGRAPHER

PROPERTY MANAGER

REAL ESTATE AGENT

REAL ESTATE OFFICE

SHIPPING SERVICES

ENTERTAINMENT TITLE COMPANY
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
o S
INDOORENTERTAINMENT _ ANTIQUES
MUSICIAN / DJ APPLIANCES
MUSEUM ART GALLERY
PARK ART SUPPLIES
PERFORMANCE VENUE BOOKS
PERFORMING ARTSGROUP  BOUTIQUE

CLOTHING

FURNITURE
APPETIZER/SMALLPLATE  GARDENNURSERY
ASIAN CUISINE GIFTS
BREAKFAST HOME DECOR
BURGER HOME IMPROVEMENT
BURRITO JEWELRY
CHOWDER KIDS CLOTHING
DESSERT MATTRESS
FOOD TRUCK THRIFT STORE
pazn
RESTAURANT ACUPUNCTURE
RESTAURANT SERVICE BARBERSHOP
SALAD DAY SPA
SALSA DENTAL OFFICE
SANDWICHES DENTIST
SEAFOOD ESTHETICIAN
STEAK EYE CARE
SUSHI HAIR SALON
TACO HAIR STYLIST

VEGETARIAN /VEGAN

HOME SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING

HEARING SPECIALIST

MANICURE /PEDICURIST =
MASSAGE

MEDICAL FACILITY

CONTRACTOR MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL
ELECTRICIAN NAIL SALON

ESTATE LIQUIDATOR PERSONAL TRAINER
FLOORING PHARMACY

HANDYMAN TANNING SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT TATTOO PARLOR
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