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Grand Miners Parade back after 
over quarter of a century absence

CINDY WEELDREUER
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Bohemia Mining Days 
(BMD) Grand Miners Parade 
returned to Cottage Grove’s Historic 
Downtown District for the first time 
in more than a quarter century. 

An estimated 2,000 spectators 
lined the new route along Main 
Street from 5th Street to Gateway 
Boulevard during the July 18 
celebration.

City officials and festival orga-
nizers worked with the Oregon 
Department of Transportation to 
close Highway 99 so the parade 
could move through the newly rede-
signed Main Street.

Empty folding chairs appeared 
along the route long before the 10 
a.m. start time were later filled with 
parents, grandparents, friends and 
relatives, with excited kids holding 
their candy bags and waiting for 
the Cottage Grove Police cruiser to 
signal the start of the 67th annual 
parade.

Former Cottage Grove Mayor 
and Army veteran Jeff Gowing 
coordinated the Veterans float that 
followed the police vehicle lead in 
the parade.

“I was born and raised in 
Cottage Grove, so this is part of my 
heritage,” he said. “This is to show 
respect to our country. All of us 
served to protect our country and we 
just want to pay back now.”

Cottage Grove resident Al 
Pendleton watched from the side-
walk as the parade pasted along 
Main Street. His wife was one of 
the parade participants.

“I don’t usually like crowds, but 
this and birthdays are my excep-
tion,” he said. “So, this parade is a 
special moment.”

Garland Burback, owner of 
Cottage Grove Garbage Service, 
was the Parade Grand Marshal. 
Burback waved to the crowd as he 
rode in a convertible Jaguar along 
the parade route.

The BMD Leadership Team had 
selected Burback, a former school 
board member, city councilor, com-
munity volunteer, and longtime 

festival sponsor.  Douglas Fast Net 
sponsored the parade.

The July 18 parade featured 54 
entries, including nonprofit organi-
zations, churches, businesses, rodeo 
princesses, classic cars, and race 
cars that later competed at Cottage 
Grove Speedway’s quarter mile dirt 
track.

The Bohemia Mine Owners 
Association partnered with members 
of the “infamous” Lemati Gang for 
staged robbery and shoot out perfor-
mances along the route. 

For nearly 50 years, the Old 
West troupe entertained crowds dur-
ing BMD and around town before 
disbanding in the mid-2000s due 
to insurance costs and aging mem-
bership. Longtime member Tim 
Schweitzer revived part of the group 
for this year’s parade and hopes to 
recruit younger Grovers to join.

INNING PARADE ENTRIES 
Best theme representation: First 

Place Bohemia Mine Owners 
Association and Lemati Gang, 
Second Place Oddfellows of Cottage 
Grove, Third Place Lil Miss Rodeo 
and Eugene ProRodeo Queens. 

Judges Awards: First Place 
Cottage Grove Speedway, Second 
Place Cottage Grove High School 
and South Lane Youth Football and 
Cheer, Third Place Trail Riding 
Cowgirls.

Organizers estimate attendance 
for the BMD three days was approx-
imately 30,000 people.

POPULAR FEATURES 
RETURNED

Kiddie and Pet Parade
The traditional Friday morning 

Kiddie and Pet Parade returned in 
a new venue. For decades it was 
held in the historic district, but city 
officials with limited police cover-
age moved it to Bohemia Park for 
safety reasons. Among the 75 par-
ticipants were members of the South 
Valley Athletics Cheer Camp, who 
used the parade as a dress rehearsal 
before their appearance in the Grand 
Miners Parade. Children’s enter-
tainer Cowboy Buck led the parade 
and then performed a high energy 
show in the amphitheater.

Ore Cart Races
Following Saturday’s parade, ore 

cart teams gathered on South 10th 
Street in front of the Bohemia Gold 
Mining Museum for the return of 
this signature event, first introduced 
in 2021 and back after a two year 
hiatus. 

Each team, two cart pushers and 
one rider, raced down the course to 
reach sacks of gold stacked at the 
far end of the raceway. The rider 
jumped out, loaded the bags into the 

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage grove Sentinel 
Local teens and children marching in the parade wave to the spectators. See more photos 
with this story at cgsentiknel.com.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage grove Sentinel
A participant carrying small American flags walks the parade 
route. See more photos with this story at cgsentiknel.com.

Wildfire season brings unpredictable
travel conditions across Oregon

As wildfire activity in Oregon 
grows, travelers are encouraged to 
carefully plan their routes. Fires 
are burning near several high-
ways, requiring crews to close and 
reopen roads, and change traffic 
patterns with little notice, accord-
ing to the Oregon Department of 
Transportation (ODOT).

With hot, dry conditions expected 
to continue, wildfire-related travel 
disruptions will persist throughout 
the summer. ODOT urges anyone 
traveling this summer to check 
smoke, fire and travel conditions 

before leaving home, stay alert for 
changing conditions and slow down 
near wildfire activity.

“Wildfires can affect travel with 
very little warning,” said ODOT 
Public Information Officer Kacey 
Davey. “A highway that’s open 
when you leave home could close 
an hour later as fire behavior 
changes. If possible, choose a route 
that avoids active wildfires and be 
prepared to adjust your plans as 
conditions change.”

WallDogs 
‘teaser 
mural’ in 
Cottage 
Grove

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The community gathered July 
17, for the unveiling of Cottage 
Grove’s new WallDogs Teaser 
Mural, described by city officials as 
a vibrant preview of the excitement 
to come in August.

“This incredible mural was gener-
ously gifted and hand-delivered by 
a talented group of Portland artists 
who have already committed to 
volunteering during Cottage Grove’s 
2027 WallDogs event,” city officials 
said in a release. “The mural cel-
ebrates our community’s rich film 
history while building excitement for 
the international gathering of mural 
artists who will transform walls 
throughout Cottage Grove.”

City officials encourage residents 
and visitors to visit the new mural 
on the back of Little Caesars, which 
is viewable from the Cottage Grove 
Public Market parking lot, to see 
this new and exciting addition to 
the community and get a glimpse of 
what’s in store for 2027.

In a Sentinel Guest Column 
published in February of this year, 
Cottage Grove Mayor Candace 
Solesbee said the internationally 
respected WallDogs mural artists 
would be in Cottage Grove this com-
ing August.

“Bringing with them nearly 300 
volunteer artists who will spend four 
days transforming our downtown 
walls into a living storybook of our 
heritage,” Solesbee wrote.

Cottage Grove will be the third 
West Coast town the international 
acclaimed artists have chosen.

“We hope Cottage Grove will be 
the first of many communities in the 
future to join an Oregon Mural Trail, 
celebrating public art, boosting tour-
ism, and helping sustain local econo-
mies,” she stated.

According to Solesbee, the 
WallDogs are known not only for 
their talent, but for how they work. 

“They don’t arrive with a script. 
They listen first. They work shoul-
der-to-shoulder with local volunteers, 
historians, students, and neighbors. 
Ladders are held by locals. Stories 
are shared on sidewalks. By the end 

Courtesy photo
The WallDogs ‘teaser’ mural 
is located on the back wall 
of the Little Caesars Pizza 
Restaurant at 24 N 9th Street 
in Cottage Grove.

Courtesy photo
Wildfires across Oregon have made travel challenging.
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POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter 

relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject 
to change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, JULY 13
03:30: Suspicious vehicle, 

700 block South R St.
04:37: Suspicious vehicle, 

100 block S. 10th St.
05:34: Alarm, 200 block 

Hwy 99
08:16: Disturbance, 1200 

block Ostrander Ln.
08:52: Criminal mischief, 

Taylor/8th
11:00: Assault, 800 block 

Gateway Blvd.
11:37: Agency assist, 1100 

block W. Main St.
12:14: Trespass, 700 block 

E. Gibbs Ave.
15:00: Warrant service, 100 

block S. 21st St.
15:08: Warrant service, 400 

block E. Main St.
15:31: Animal info, 400 

block North J St.
18:23: Warrant service, 700 

block Hwy 99
18:50: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
19:31: Burglary, 1300 

block Quincy Ave.

21:44: Theft, 1500 block 
E. Main St.

TUESDAY, JULY 14
01:59: Nuisance, 800 block 

South R St.
08:58: Criminal mischief, 

2800 block Row River Rd.
11:24: Trespass, 900 block 

W. Main St.
13:19: Fire, 1200 block S. 

River Rd.
14:03: Suspicious subject, 

100 block S. 10th St.
16:16: Animal info, 200 

block N. 16th St.
17:29: Welfare check, 100 

block S. River Rd.
22:43: Juvenile trouble, 

2000 block Carver St.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15
00:26: Suspicious vehicle, 

3200 block Row River Rd.
01:05: Alarm, 100 block N. 

6th St.
08:27: Illegal camping, 600 

block S. 7th St.
10:14: Criminal mischief, 

100 block S. 17th St.
10:29: Fraud, 600 block 

Wilson Ave.
11:58: Illegal dumping, 

1500 block Hwy 99
13:39: Motor vehicle theft, 

1200 block Gateway Blvd.
14:11: Abandoned vehicle, 

4th/Grant
14:16: Unlawful entry into 

motor vehicle, 200 block 
Gateway Blvd.

15:03: Suicidal subject, 
1200 block Gateway Blvd.

15:55: Theft, 1300 block 
Quincy Ave.

17:11: Theft, 600 block S. 
5th St.

18:15: Warrant service, 400 
block E. Main St.

18:57: Disturbance, 1000 
block E. Main St.

21:36: Disorderly subject, 
700 block E. Gibbs Ave.

23:52: DUII, 700 block 
Grover Ave.

THURSDAY, JULY 16
00:17: Disturbance, 300 

block Gateway Blvd.
08:29: Illegal camping, 100 

block Crestview Terrace
09:56: Found property, 

1000 block S. 6th St.
10:24: Assault, 200 block 

N. 10th St.
10:35: Motor vehicle crash, 

I5 SB MP 170
11:18: Agency assist, Dairy 

Queen

13:23: Suspicious condi-
tion, Clark/R

14:14: Abandoned vehicle, 
1600 block Clark Ave.

16:02: Abandoned vehicle, 
2nd/Harrison

18:59: Agency assist, 400 
block Holly Ave.

19:31: Harassment, 900 
block Chestnut Ave.

20:57: Juvenile trouble, 
100 block S. 17th St.

FRIDAY, JULY 17
07:17: Suspicious vehicle, 

900 block Row River Rd.
10:06: Welfare check, 800 

block E. Main St.
11:32: Alarm, 100 block 

Gateway Blvd.

11:41: Abandoned vehicle, 
600 block N. 11th St.

13:12: Fire, Main/S. River 
Rd.

14:03: Suspicious vehicle, 
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

14:19: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

15:48: Theft, 100 block 
Village Dr.

16:04: Motor vehicle crash, 
Hwy 99/Abbott Ln.

18:18: Hit and run, 
Adams/12th

19:24: Welfare check, 1000 
block Villard Ave.

20:21: Disorderly subject, 
200 block Gateway Blvd.

23:01: Disturbance, 1000 
block S. 10th St.

23:47: Suspicious vehicle, 
100 block S. 10th St.

SATURDAY, JULY 18
01:02: Suspicious vehicle, 

1200 block E. Main St.
01:16: Suspicious vehicle, 

1300 block S. River Rd.
01:22: Suspicious vehicle, 

800 block Row River Rd.
03:04: Warrant service, 

78000 block Hwy 99
03:29: Abandoned vehicle, 

Haarding Pl/6th
07:46: Fire, 37000 block 

Row River Rd.
11:15: Trespass, 1500 

block E. Main St.
11:31: Disturbance, 300 

block N. 7th St.
12:19: Motor vehicle crash, 

37000 block Row River Rd.
12:49: Trespass, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
12:53: Disturbance, 200 

block S. River Rd.
13:13: Abandoned vehicle, 

Harrison/3rd

13:26: Disturbance, 1300 
block E. Main St.

13:50: Fire, 1000 block 
Quincy Ave.

14:27: Warrant service, 400 
block E. Main St.

15:03: Disturbance, 73000 
block London Rd.

15:21: Theft, 700 block 
Row River Rd.

16:29: Juvenile trouble, 
200 block S. 22nd St.

17:01: Suspicious subject, 
1500 block E. Main St.

18:14: Motor vehicle crash, 
800 block W. Main St.

18:39: Suspicious vehicle, 
800 block Row River Rd.

20:21: Suspicious vehicle, 
1100 block E. Main St.

23:14: Nuisance, N. 
Douglas/Pennoyer

23:22: Hit and run, 100 
block North H St.

SUNDAY, JULY 19
00:33: Nuisance, Anthony 

Ct/Anthony Ave.
12:06: Juvenile trouble, S/

Main
13:10: Agency assist, Row 

River Rd/Jim Wright Way
18:30: Mental subject, 900 

block Row River Rd.
18:34: Animal info, 100 

block Gateway Blvd.
19:36: Mental subject, 900 

block Row River Rd.
19:47: Suicidal subject, 

1700 block Hwy 99
22:38: Warrant service, 400 

block E. Main St.
23:20: Suspicious vehicle, 

1100 block E. Main St.
23:44: Suspicious vehicle, 

500 block S. River Rd.

A CLOSER LOOK

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285 &

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

cgsentinel.com

Plume of dust leads to multiple charges, arrest
The following is from 

the Cottage Grove Police 
Department’s Weekly 
Update.

- It was certainly a busy 
and eventful week in the 
Cottage Grove community! 
We hope everyone enjoyed 
the many festivities that 
took place throughout the 
weekend.

- Thank you, CG Life 
Flight, for welcoming a 
small group of us for a tour 
of your facility. We truly 
enjoyed learning more about 
your operation, visiting with 
your team, and getting an 
up-close look at the helicop-
ter. Thank you for everything 
you do to provide lifesaving 
care to our community and 
far beyond.

- On Friday afternoon, 
July 17, members of the 
Cottage Grove Police 
Department attended the 
Wall Dogs Mural Unveiling 
at Little Caesars.

- Officers responded 
to a motor vehicle crash 
in which the driver was 
reported to be trapped 
inside the vehicle. Both the 
northbound and southbound 
lanes of Highway 99 were 
temporarily closed while 
crews removed the truck and 
cleaned up a diesel spill on 
the roadway. Fortunately, the 
driver was able to exit the 
vehicle and declined medical 
transport.

- Officers, Reserve 
Officers, Detectives, 
Command Staff, and 
Dispatch personnel worked 
together to provide secu-
rity and traffic control for 
the Bohemia Mining Days 
Parade and the Bohemia 
Mining Days festivities 
throughout the weekend. 
Personnel were assigned to 
patrol in marked vehicles, 
on foot, and on bicycles to 
ensure a visible law enforce-
ment presence and respond 
quickly to any issues.

- While working parade 
traffic control, officers 
received multiple reports 
of a blue Chevrolet pickup 
driving recklessly and 
exhibiting dangerous driving 
behavior. A Cottage Grove 
officer observed the vehicle 
and broadcast its description 
and direction of travel. A 
Lane County Sheriff’s Office 
Reserve Deputy, who was 
positioned ahead to assist 
with parade traffic control, 
safely directed the vehicle 
off the roadway until Cottage 
Grove officers arrived. 
Following the investigation, 
the driver was cited for Speed 
Racing.

- An officer attempted 
to stop a vehicle traveling 
51 mph in a posted 25 mph 
zone. The driver failed to 
stop and continued driving 
away. After briefly losing 
sight of the vehicle, the 

officer discontinued the traf-
fic stop. 

Moments later, officers 
observed a large plume of 
dust nearby, consistent with 
a vehicle traveling over a 
gravel surface. As the officer 
attempted to examine the 
dust plume, the vehicle was 
located parked in the drive-
way of a nearby residence. 

 Officers contacted the 
three occupants and deter-
mined the residence was not 
associated with any of them. 
A resident confirmed they did 
not know the individuals. 

During the investiga-
tion, the officer detected 
signs of alcohol impair-
ment from the driver. The 
driver was transported to the 
Police Department, where 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests were conducted and 
a breath sample revealed 
a blood alcohol content of 
0.15%, nearly twice the legal 
limit. 

The driver was trans-
ported and lodged at the 
Lane County Jail on charges 
of Fleeing or Attempting to 
Elude a Police Officer (ORS 
811.540), Driving Under 
the Influence of Intoxicants 
(Alcohol) (ORS 813.010), 
Reckless Driving (ORS 
811.140), and two counts 
of Recklessly Endangering 
Another Person (ORS 
163.195). He was addi-
tionally issued Uniform 
Citations for Speeding (ORS 

811.111), Open Container 
(OR 811.170), Failure to 
Carry Proof of Financial 
Responsibility (ORS 
806.012), and Minor in 
Possession of Alcohol (ORS 
163.195).

- Officers responded to 
Dairy Queen to locate a sus-
pect from a suspected hit and 
run accident on Interstate 5, 

wherein the driver wrecked 
his vehicle on I5 and got 
a ride to Dairy Queen in 
town by a passerby. Officers 
assisted by searching for the 
suspect as OSP responded to 
our area.

- Officers responded to 
a report of an illegal camp-
site behind the Crestview 

Apartments near the Interstate 
5 bridge. Two individuals 
were contacted, and one was 
found to have two valid war-
rants through the Cottage 
Grove Municipal Court. That 
individual was issued cita-
tions in lieu of custody. Both 
subjects were advised of the 
illegal camping violation and 
left the area.
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Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

JULY 29
• Escape Room. 11 a.m.–3 

p.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Chamber Concerts in the 
Park: The Huckleberrys (folk/
bluegrass/Americana)

    Bohemia Park 
Amphitheater. Vendors 5:30 
p.m. Concert 6:30–8 p.m.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 

• How to Paint Watercolor 
Workshop. 6–9 p.m. Fee: 
$25. CG Public Market. 

• Axe and Fiddle Game 
Night. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Free 
657 E. Main St.

• Concerts in the Park 
After Party 8–9 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Market.

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

JULY 30
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley Church 
of Christ, Saginaw.

• Escape Room, 11am–
3pm, Cottage Grove Public 
Library

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Teen Gaming. 4 p.m. CG 
Public Library.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Community 
Center

• Bread Club. 5–7 p.m. CG 
Public Market..

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• Stone Hart (rock). 6–8 
p.m. CG Public Market. 

• Moon Music (space 
rock). 8:30–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle.

JULY 31
• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 

Public Library.

• CG Library Free Family 
Movie. 3–5 p.m. “The Odd 
Life of Timothy Green” 
2012/PG.

• American Legion Bingo. 
5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Pulled Pork 
Dinner. 5:30–7 p.m. 775 N. 
River Rd. $12

• Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. 6–9 p.m. 80247 
Delight Valley School Rd.

• Last Friday Art Walk. 
6–8 p.m. Historic Downtown 
District and 6th Street 
Businesses.

• Cottage Grove Speedway 
Kart Night. 6 p.m. 1250 
Douglas Ave.

• Jackson’s Pub Karaoke 
Night with Jesse Hart. 6:30 
p.m. CG Public Market. 912 
E. Main St.

• The Huckleberrys. 
(Americana/Country). 
6:30–9:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Gabriel Cox Band (rock/
blues). 8–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. 

	
AUG 1
• Share Fair, 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St.
• South Valley Farmers 

Market. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 7th 
and Main Street.

• Cottage Grove Museum, 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 4–10 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Bekkah McAlvage (blue‑
grass). 6:30–9:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery.

• AlAnon “Courage to 
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair 
Room. City Hall.

AUG 2
• Cottage Grove Museum, 

1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

AUG 3
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Community Center.

AUG 4
• Ukulele Club. (for adults) 

9 a.m. CG Public Library.
• Bilingual Story Time. 5 

p.m. CG Public Library.
• Trinity Lutheran Free 

Take‑Out Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

• Trivia & Games with 
Gerald and Cribbage with 
Ted. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
A large colorful butterfly mural graces this building in Cottage Grove.

City announces Election
Three seats on the Cottage Grove City 

Council and the office of Mayor will be 
filled by voters in the November 3, 2026, 
General Election. 

The Mayor’s position is a two-year term, 
and the Councilor positions are four-year 
terms. The Mayor’s position is currently 
held by Candace Solesbee, the Councilor 
at Large position is currently held by Jim 
Settelmeyer, Ward 1 is held by Christine 
Hyink and Ward 3 is held by Dana 
Merryday.

To qualify as a candidate, a person must 
be a resident of Cottage Grove during the 12 
months immediately preceding the election 

and a qualified elector within the meaning 
of the Constitution. Candidates filing for 
Ward positions must reside in the ward rep‑
resented at the time of their nomination and 
election.

Persons interested in filing for one of 
these positions should contact Cottage 
Grove Elections Official Mindy Roberts, at 
541-767-4112 to schedule an appointment to 
go over the Candidate Information Packet.

The deadline to file is August 18, 2026, 
for incumbents and August 25, 2026, for 
non-incumbents.

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The City of Cottage Grove is celebrating its 
10th Emergency Preparedness Fair, scheduled 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. August 1 at Coiner 
Park.

“This marks a decade of efforts to educate 
the community of how to effectively prepare, 
react and recover from any potential disasters 
in our area,” Cottage Grove Associate Planner 
Jeremy Means said. “The Fair is an occasion 
to engage with the community, provide the 
public with opportunities to connect with vital 
service providers, and offer prizes that help 
them prepare for a multitude of disasters that 
may occur.”

The Emergency Preparedness Fair began 
in 2015 with the goal of equipping the 

community to effectively react to and recover 
from potential disasters. Various organizations 
from around the area have booths and demon‑
strations, and the city hosts raffles and prize 
giveaways during the event.

This year also marks the 7th year of collab‑
oration with Party in the Park. The partnership 
regularly draws over 2,000 individuals to this 
event and is educational and fun for all ages, 
according to Means. The participating orga‑
nizations and agencies provide free food and 
a children’s entertainment area that includes 
additional games, prizes, free backpacks, and 
a bounce house.

The Preparedness Fair and party in the 
Park are scheduled at Coiner Park along Main 
Street in Cottage Grove August 1.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
(Top) Various booths, including one for face painting, were set up at the park for the 

2025 Fair. (Bottom) Children and adults got hand-son CPR training at last year’s Fair.

Preparedness Fair partners 
with Party in the Park
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

Cottage 
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Online
go to...

cgsentinel.com
See all 

obituaries
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DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net 

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel

Call 503-444-7924

Linda Lee Egbert passed 
away peacefully at her home 
in Cottage Grove, Oregon, 
on July 4, 2026, just one day 
before her 77th birthday, 
due to complications from 
pneumonia.

Born on July 5, 1949, in 
San Bernardino California, 
Linda lived a life marked 
by compassion, faith, and 
love for others. Her family 
moved to Cottage Grove, 
OR, where she attended Cottage Grove 
High School and earned her nursing 
degree at Lane Community College.

As a devoted third-generation nurse, she 
dedicated her career to caring for those 
in need, offering comfort, kindness, and 
healing to countless patients and their 
families. She worked for over 35 years at 
Sacred Heart Medical Center in Eugene, 
before working as a travel nurse, which 
included a year long engagement at North 
Bend Medical Center, and at local nursing 
homes until she retired to care for her 
husband. Her nurturing spirit extended 
far beyond her profession and touched 
everyone fortunate enough to know her.

A woman of strong Christian faith, 
Linda found strength and purpose in her 
relationship with God. She shared her 
faith through the way she lived—showing 
kindness, generosity, and unwavering love 
to family and friends. Music was one of her 
greatest joys, and she loved to sing in the 
church choir. She also enjoyed collecting 
figurines, dolls, and anything Elvis-
related. She made friends with strangers 
wherever she went, even with those 
reluctant to do so. She enjoyed attending 
theater, particularly musicals, with her 
son Jeffery at both the Cottage Theatre 
and The Hult Center. She was particularly 

fond of her grandchildren 
and was proud to see each 
of them share her kind and 
caring spirit with others.

Linda was preceded 
in death by her beloved 
husband, Robert Egbert, 
with whom she shared 
many years of love and 
partnership. Together they 
built a family that became 
the center of her life.

She is survived by her four children: 
David, Donna, Jeffery, and Melissa 
(Peters). She also leaves behind five 
treasured grandchildren: Isaac Egbert, 
Sydney Crosley, Savannah Hawes, Violet 
Peters, and Adelynn Peters, each of whom 
brought her immense joy. Her love, 
wisdom, and gentle presence will continue 
to live on through them and through all 
who knew her.

Though she will be deeply missed, her 
family finds comfort in the belief that she 
is now at peace and free from back and 
knee pain. She has been reunited with 
Robert, her mom Mae Beth Brightwell, 
and her brother Eric, all of whom she 
missed deeply. 

Linda will be lovingly remembered by 
her family, friends, and the Cottage Grove 
community she proudly called home. Her 
legacy of love, compassion, faith, and 
service will never be forgotten by all who 
met her.

A memorial service will be held at Cottage 
Grove Bible Church, 1200 E Quincy 
Avenue, Cottage Grove, on August 1st at 
2:00 PM. In honor of Linda’s love of roses 
the family encourages colorful attire. A 
reception with tea, coffee, punch, and light 
dessert will follow. A private interment 
service will be held on August 19th.

Linda Egbert
07/05/1949 - 07/04/2026 

Margarite “Maggie” 
Bonnichsen, age 94, of 
Cottage Grove, Oregon, 
passed away on July 19, 2026, 
surrounded by her family, 
due to age-related causes. She 
was born on April 21, 1932, 
in Los Angeles, California, 
to Walter and Freida (Wolf) 
Gehrig.

Maggie lived a life defined 
by love, faith, and generosity. 
She was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister, and friend 
whose gentle spirit touched the lives of 
everyone who knew her. On January 20, 
1951, she married the love of her life, 
James “Jim” C. Bonnichsen, in Vancouver, 
Washington. Together they shared 75 and 
a half years of marriage, building a life 
centered on faith, family, and unwavering 
devotion to one another. Their enduring 
partnership was a beautiful example of 
lasting love and commitment.

Maggie was a faithful member of Delight 
Valley Church of Christ. Her Christian faith 
was an important part of her life, and she 
lived with a spirit of kindness, generosity, 
and trust in God. She also worked for the 
SLSD school lunch program, where she 
contributed her time and efforts in service 
to children and families. Those who knew 
her will remember her as loving, faith-filled, 
and generous.

Among Maggie’s cherished memories was 
a childhood highlight of attending Shirley 

Temple’s birthday celebration, 
a story that remained a bright 
and joyful part of her life. 
Throughout her life, she 
enjoyed crocheting, feeding 
birds, cake decorating, 
baking and cooking, crafting, 
and listening to Swiss music. 
She loved animals and took 
great delight in the beauty of 
everyday life. Above all, she 
was known as a wonderful 
grandma whose love and 

encouragement left a lasting impression on 
her family.

She is survived by her husband, Jim 
Bonnichsen; her son, Greg Bonnichsen and 
his wife Trudi of Cottage Grove, Oregon; her 
daughter, Teresa Stewart and her husband 
Sean of Cottage Grove, Oregon; seven 
grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren; 
and one great-great-grandchild. She was 
preceded in death by her brother, Otto 
Gehrig, and her grandson, Vance Strebe. 
Her family was the center of her life, and 
she treasured every opportunity to gather, 
encourage, and care for those she loved.

A private family graveside service will be 
held at Sears Cemetery in Cottage Grove. 
Maggie will be deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved her, but her family takes 
comfort in the many memories she leaves 
behind and in the enduring example of a life 
lived with love, faith, and grace.

Arrangements are in the care of Smith-
Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel. 

Margarite “Maggie” Bonnichsen
April 21, 1932 - July 19, 2026

Barbara “Barb” Jean 
Schmitt, age 90, of Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, passed away 
on July 9, 2026 with her 
family by her side. She was 
born on December 7, 1935, 
in Ochelata, Oklahoma, 
to Henry and Mabel 
(Scatterfield) Marsh. Barb 
will be remembered by all 
who knew her as a loving, 
selfless, and friendly woman 
whose presence brought 
warmth to her family and friends.

After high school, Barb married the love 
of her life, Wayne Schmitt, on February 15, 
1952, in Cottage Grove, Oregon. Together 
they built a life centered on family, hard 
work, and continued companionship. Their 
marriage was a remarkable 64 years. Wayne 
passed away in 2016, and their reunion is 
now a cherished comfort to those who loved 
them both.

Barb and Wayne made their home in 
Cottage Grove, where she became a familiar 
and trusted face in the community through 
her long career at Safeway. She worked there 
for 30 years before retiring, and she took 
pride in her work and in the relationships, 
she formed along the way. Her steady 
presence, kind manner, and dependable 
nature reflected the same qualities she 
carried into every part of her life.

Outside of work, Barb found great 
happiness in the simple and meaningful 

things that made a house 
feel like home. She enjoyed 
gardening with Wayne and 
caring for her flowers, and 
she took pleasure in baking, 
traveling to flea markets, and 
collecting glassware. These 
interests brought her joy, but 
what mattered most to her 
was the life she built around 
her family. She loved being a 
devoted wife to Wayne and a 
caring mother to her children, 

and she treasured every opportunity to be 
surrounded by those she loved.

Barb glowed when she was with her family. 
She especially cherished time spent with her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and 
all of her nieces and nephews. Her love for 
them was evident in the way she listened, 
encouraged, and welcomed each one with 
kindness.

She is survived by her daughter, Jan and 
Butch Wicks of Corvallis, Oregon, and her 
son, Douglas and Becky Schmitt. Her family 
was the center of her world, and she leaves 
behind a legacy of love that will continue 
through the generations she helped shape. 

Her memory will be held close by all who 
were fortunate enough to share in her life. 
She will be deeply missed and lovingly 
remembered always.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium. 

Barbara “Barb” Jean Schmitt
December 7, 1935 - July 9, 2026

Isaac Aanrud passed 
away May 21, 2026, due 
to an automobile accident. 
Isaac was born September 
6, 1976, in Albany OR 
to Lewis Benjamin and 
Theresa Aanrud (Shipp). 
He was a hard worker and 
devoted to his wife and 
children and was a huge 
Oregon Duck fan. He is 
survived by his wife Dawn 
and sons and his sister 
Inga and his father Lewis 

Aanrud (Cindy). He is 
also survived by his aunts 
Sherry Stalder (Dave) 
and Rickie Dickinson 
(Dennis) and uncles 
William Aanrud (Bonnie) 
and Owen Aanrud. 
Isaac is also survived by 
numerous cousins. Isaac 
was proceeded in death by 
his mother, grandparents 
Richard and Eileen 
Aanrud, aunts Arleen 
Funai and Alice Kennedy. 

Isaac Aanrud
September 6, 1976 - May 21, 2026

On June 22, 2026, 
Marjorie Ann Gray of 
Lorane, Oregon passed away. 
She was 88 years old. She is 
survived by two children and 
three grandchildren. 

Per Marjorie’s wishes, there 
will be no memorial service. 
Please instead consider a 
donation to Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library.
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Cottage Grove needs more
 of which amenities and services?

Do you believe Oregon’s Vote by 
Mail system is secure?
Yes
No

No, Oregon elections 
are plenty secure

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

When Dennis Richardson 
was elected Oregon secretary 
of state, on the same day and 
party ticket as Donald Trump 
first was elected president, he 
moved quickly to look into a 
subject Trump talked about 
then and ever since: Voter 
fraud and election corruption.

The following February, 
Richardson reported what 
he found in the Oregon vot-
ing system: Some areas for 
improvement, but generally 
a system that works well 
and cleanly. Once a skeptic 
of the Motor Voter registra-
tion system, he had revised 
his view, saying it “actually 
has strengthened us in some 
ways.” 

He warned against 
unfounded claims of voting 
problems because “it causes 
greater distrust of the gov-
ernment. … I want to make 
sure that the citizens of the 
state can trust their (voting) 
system.”

Richardson did not stop 
looking for bugs in the sys-
tem, however, and he found 
some. In September 2017, he 
reported his office had found 
54 possible instances of voter 
fraud, across Oregon, in the 
previous year’s general elec-
tion — in an election where 
2,051,448 ballots were cast, 
or about 0.002%. And those 
were simply questionable 
votes. Upon investigation, 
nearly all cases were found 
not to merit criminal charges.

In 2020, the Legislative 
Fiscal Office reviewed vote 
by mail in Oregon and found 
the state attorney general’s 
office (which handles cases 
of voter fraud) “obtained 38 
criminal convictions for voter 
fraud out of the 60.9 million 
ballots in Oregon elections 
cast over a 19-year period. 
That amounts to a rate of 
.00006%. These figures dem-
onstrate that voter fraud is 
exceedingly rare in Oregon, 
and is no more widespread in 

vote by mail elections than it 
is in polling place elections.”

For some Oregonians — 
and other people around 
the country — all this still 
doesn’t feel quite right. 
Getting ballots through the 
mail, and sending them out 
that way (though many peo-
ple, myself included, prefer 
to use one of the state’s ballot 
boxes) somehow intuitively 
doesn’t seem very secure, 
not in the same visible way 
filled-out ballots are when 
quickly dropped in a locked 
box at a polling place in front 
of poll workers.

The Trump administra-
tion has piled on, implicitly 
accusing many states, Oregon 
among them, of failing to 
keep people who shouldn’t be 
voting from casting ballots. 

Across the border in Idaho, 
state officials like those in 
Oregon have declined to 
provide to federal officials 
some sensitive voter informa-
tion. That has led to federal 
legal action, and as in Oregon 
threatening letters were sent 
from the Trump Department 
of Justice. In Trump-
supportive Idaho the attorney 
general’s office replied with 
the rebuke, “Stop threatening 
your friends in Idaho.”

Evidently, threatening 
states which voted against 
Trump would be less objec-
tionable, although Oregon 
(like many other states) has 
also objected strongly. 

Intuitive or not, the Oregon 
voting process is secure.

Bear in mind that most 
election administration hap-
pens at the county level. 
Clerks in Oregon’s 36 coun-
ties are most directly respon-
sible for distributing ballots 
and counting those returned, 
and the process is handled 
by local people. The secre-
tary of state, who does have 
responsibility for overseeing 
election processes, is mainly 
concerned with ensuring the 
counties are acting properly. 
That’s worth remembering: 

Any claim that elections have 
been corrupted is really an 
accusation that all our county 
clerks have been — and 
there’s no evidence of that. 

The statewide system 
seems robust. Each ballot 
has a unique bar code, and 
they are tracked through the 
system. (During election peri-
ods, voters can obtain notices 
from the state about when 
their ballot was received by 
county officials, and where it 
is in the system.) 

The 2020 legislative audit 
said “There are numerous 
processes built into Oregon’s 
vote by mail system to ensure 
integrity, including unique 
barcodes to track ballots, 
signature verification to prove 
voters’ identities, and elec-
tion security plans filed by 
county elections offices. Vote 
by mail also leaves a paper 
trail that can be audited. In 
fact, two academic stud-
ies have concluded that the 
election results in vote by 
mail elections are generally 
more accurate than the elec-
tion results in polling place 
elections.”

Cyberattacks are always a 
threat, but so far the system 
seems well protected (and 
regularly reviewed), and the 
core counting and related 
processes aren’t linked to the 
internet.

On the back end, the 
initially-reported election 
results are rechecked in 
several ways. Since 2008 
the state has overseen after-
election audits which include 
human hand counts to verify 
the accuracy of the machine 
counts. Many other states 
take similar steps, and around 
the nation the results have 
been generally the same: 
Mistakes are rare.

To be human-made and 
human-operated is to be 
less than perfect. But the 
babble from the beltway 

County employment ‘flat’ in June
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County’s seasonally adjusted pay-
roll employment was flat in June, after an 
estimated decline of 600 jobs in May and 
an increase of 100 in April, according to the 
Oregon Employment Department.

In the newest monthly estimates of private 
industry employment, which are not season-
ally adjusted, leisure and hospitality posted 
the largest gains (400 jobs, +2%) and declines 
were estimated in manufacturing (100 jobs, 
-1%), professional and businesses services 
(100, -1%), and education and health services 
(100, -0%).

Over the year, seasonally adjusted total 
nonfarm employment declined by 1,200, or 
0.7%. Private education and health services 
was the only major industry to have an esti-
mated employment gain, at 1,900 jobs (6%). 
Industries posting the largest losses were 
professional and business services (1,300 jobs, 
-8%), manufacturing (600 jobs, -4%), and 
government (500 jobs, -2%).

Lane County’s unemployment rate was 
little changed over the month. The seasonally 
adjusted rate bwas 5.2% in June, little changed 
from the revised May rate of 5.1% and the 
June 2025 rate of 5.1%.

The Oregon seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate in June was 5.2% and the U.S. rate 
was 4.2%.

40% Nightlife, live music, comedy and 
entertainment

40% Housing, jobs, economic development,

0% Childcare, workforce support and youth 
programs

20% Infrastructure, roads, redevelopment

Tower proposal gains 
conditional approval
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

A controversial application 
for a 100 foot Verizon cell 
tower in the Cottage Grove 
Industrial Park appeared 
before the Cottage Grove 
Planning Commission’s 

public sessions June 17 and 
July 15 meetings.

Nearby businesses and 
residents have submitted 
separate petitions asking that 
the application be denied in 
that location. 

After reviewing testimony, 
requiring stealth treatments, 

and approving the staff report 
unanimously, the planning 
commission gave condition-
ally approval subject to modi-
fied findings.

The Sentinel will continue 
to follow this developing 
story.  
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS

������������������������

* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

cart, climbed back in, and the 
team pushed hard for the run 
back to the start and finish 
line. Kid carts were available 
this year for non-competitive 
entertainment. 

Weyerhaeuser sponsored 
the event and its team fin-
ished first, Money Pit Mine 
placed second, and Lost 
Creek Mining took third.

MINERS BREAKFAST
On Sunday morning, 

Prospectors and Gold Diggers 

Club members and volun-
teers served the 62nd annual 
Miners Breakfast on the 
Mountain in the Bohemia 
Mining District and sold 
841 meals. Including break-
fasts provided to volunteers, 
parking crews, and Oregon 
Department of Forestry staff 
patrolling for new wildfires, 
the reported number of meals 
served was about 900.

BOHEMIA CITY 
EVENTS

Since 1959, “Bohemia 
City” appears on the third 
weekend of every July and 
provides three days of live 
entertainment on two stages, 
more than 75 vendors, histor-
ical presenters, food and bev-
erages, an art show, children’s 
performers, a kid zone, and 
themed fund raising meals 
that help cover operational 
expenses.

South Valley Athletics 
conducted a basketball 
skills competition, and 

the Oddfellows hosted the 
Slabtown vs Lemati Feud 
games next to the gazebo. 
This year, Slabtowners con-
tinued their winning streak 
over Lematians, 52 to 38. 
Lemati won the Two Towns 
Tug-O-War. Individual event 
winners were not available at 
press time.

Thanks to Kyle Kishen 
Construction, more Old West 
façade walls are added each 
year to strengthen Bohemia 
City’s historic ambiance. 
After the COVID pandemic, 
carnival operators no longer 
found small town festivals 
profitable, so BMD organiz-
ers partnered with S and K 
inflatables to provide addi-
tional activities for kids.

OTHER CONTEST 
RESULTS

Pie Eating Contest Winner: 
Ray Perdue. Beard and 
Moustache Contest: Untamed 
Beard Chris Ceaham, Fancy 
Moustache Tim Schweitzer, 

Crowd Favorite TJ Jones. 
Costume Contest: Youth 
Winner “Miss Sarah from 
Little Rock Arkansas,” 
Men’s Winner “Curly Bill,” 
Women’s Winner Becca 
Young, Crowd Favorite: Echo 
and her furry wheeled pony, 
Spirit.
NONPROFIT CONTINUES 

SUMMER FESTIVAL
Spirit of Bohemia Mining 

Days is the year-round non-
profit heritage organization 
that continues the 67 year 
tradition. Executive Director 
Matthew Hewlett, 31, said the 
festival is SBMD’s gift to the 
community.

“Most people do not real-
ize how much work goes 
into building Bohemia City 
each year,” Hewlett said. “It 
takes countless volunteers 
from across Cottage Grove 
and beyond, not just Spirit 
of Bohemia Mining Days, 
but City of Cottage Grove 
employees, Kyle Kishen 
Construction and crew, our 
sound teams, performers, 
entertainers, vendors, and 
most importantly our spon-
sors who help us and ensure 
the spirit stays alive.”

He added, “I want to thank 
everyone who helped make 
this year’s festival a success. 
Bohemia Mining Days cel-
ebrates not only what makes 
Cottage Grove special, but 
the spirit of Oregon itself. 
We have officially rolled 
up the sidewalks and closed 
Bohemia City for another 
year, but our work continues. 
We will be creating events, 
sharing history, and serv-
ing our community all year 
long.”

SBMD’s next event is the 
Kids Heritage Fair, scheduled 
for Friday, August 14, from 
noon to 6 p.m. at the Family 
Relief Nursery. The free 
event will feature small bites 
from local eateries, activity 
books, passports for kids, 
and opportunities for spon-
sors and community partners 
to support hands on heritage 
activities.

To learn more about SBMD 
visit www.spiritofbmd.com 
and follow the organization 
on its social media pages.

Community Spirit is a 
Cottage Grove Sentinel fea-
ture highlighting the spirit 
and pride of our community.

Courtesy from Greg Lee Photography  
BMD 2026 Sponsor banners on Main Street. See more photos with this story at cgsentiknel.com.

Courtesy photo from Brandi Presley
Echo and her trusty steed, Spirit, pulling a small 
wooden wagon, won the Crowd Favorite Award at 
the BMD costume contest. 

of the week, strangers feel 
more like friends,” Solesbee 
said.

Over four days, 15 murals 
will be painted in the city, 
each one rooted in Cottage 
Grove’s real history — the 
city’s working past, the 
people of Cottage Grove, 
the city’s downtown, and 

the moments that shaped 
the community. according to 
Solesbee.

“These murals will be per-
manent. Long after the scaf-
folding comes down, they’ll 
still be here, quietly telling 
our story every single day,” 
Solesbee said.

Follow the WallDogs proj-
ect online at cgsentinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print 
editions of The Sentinel.

Mural
From Page 1

Before you leave, check 
TripCheck.com for current 
road conditions, closures 
and delays. TripCheck 
provides information from 
ODOT’s dispatch centers 24 
hours a day and updates in 
real time as fire situations 
evolve.

Travelers should:
• Plan routes that avoid 

active wildfire areas when-
ever possible.

• Consider delaying travel 
if wildfire smoke is reduc-
ing visibility or creating 
unhealthy air quality.

• Follow official detours. 
GPS may direct you onto 
local or forest roads that are 
also closed or unsuitable for 
traffic.

• Start with a full tank 
of fuel or electric charge, 
especially when traveling 

through rural areas where 
services may be limited.

• Carry water, snacks, 
medications and an emer-
gency kit in case of unex-
pected delays.

Driving near wildfires
Smoke can reduce visibil-

ity as quickly as dense fog. 
If you encounter smoke:

• Slow down and increase 
following distance.

• Turn on your headlights 
using low beams. High 
beams can reflect off smoke 
and make visibility worse.

• Keep your windows 
closed and set your vehi-
cle’s ventilation system to 
recirculate.

• Stay alert for changing 
traffic patterns, emergency 
responders and stopped 
vehicles.

• If visibility becomes 
unsafe, pull completely off 
the roadway only when you 
can do so safely.

Many fire camps and 
staging areas are located 

near highways. Fire crews 
and heavy equipment may 
be entering and exiting the 
highway frequently.

When traveling near wild-
fire activity:

• Slow down and follow 
posted speed limits.

• Watch for firefighters 
and emergency personnel 
working on or near the road. 
Move over when you can, 
slow down when you can’t 
and give them plenty of 
space to work safely.

• Give fire equipment exta 
space to merge, turn and 
access the highway safely.

• Obey all traffic control 
devices, flaggers and road 
closures.

Help prevent roadside 
fires

Drivers can also help 
reduce the risk of starting 
new wildfires by:

• Parking only on pave-
ment, gravel or developed 
pullouts where hot exhaust 
systems and catalytic 

converters won’t ignite dry 
grass.

• Properly disposing of 
cigarettes or other flam-
mable materials.

• Securing trailer chains 
so they don’t drag and cre-
ate sparks.

More resources
• For current wildfire 

information, visit the 
Northwest Coordination 
Center or osfminfo.org

• Visit wildfire.oregon.gov 
for wildfire preparedness 
information and resources 
before, during and after a 
wildfire.

• Sign up for local emer-
gency alerts at ORAlert.gov.

• Monitor air quality 
and smoke conditions at 
OregonSmoke.org.

• Learn how to prevent 
human-caused wildfires and 
help protect Oregon’s land-
scapes at KeepOregonGreen.
org.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Veterans give a wave during the parade.
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
700

MISC SERVICES

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

Read all 
Classifieds and 

Legal ads online 
cgsentinel.com

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-

ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and select meals. 
For a limited time SAVE $250 on all 

tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.

Selling firewood by the bundle or by 
the cord. At season for the winter, ready 

to burn.Call for Prices. 451-521-9756

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

700
MISC FOR SALE

CGS26-139
Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed will hold a public auction August 
6, 2026 at 11 am at: Simply Storage 
79177 North River Road Cottage Grove, 
Oregon 97424 The personal property 
heretofore stored with the undersigned. 
Y18, LeeAnne Cook A27, Richard Utt D08, 
Kathy Self V21, Karen Morris A06 , Adam 
McDaniel V17, Wendy Hilgendorf
CGS26-140

Deadline 

For 

Classifieds, 

Legal ads and 

Obituaries is 

the 

Wednesday 

prior to 

publication 

date
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POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.
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Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

notwithstanding, Oregon’s 
mechanisms for voting come 
remarkably close.

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/07/16/no-
oregon-elections-are-plenty-
secure/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Mia Maldonado / Oregon Capital Chronicle
A voter turns in their ballot at a dropbox located at the Albany Public Library. 

Upcoming Cottage Grove High School events offer fun
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sentinel

With July winding down, 
the fall sports season is draw-
ing closer, but there is still 
summer fun to be had for 
Cottage Grove’s youth, and 
Cottage Grove High School 
will be offering some excit-
ing opportunities to kick off 
August.

Cottage Grove High 
School athletics has already 
hosted soccer, volleyball, and 
cheer camps this summer, 
but there is still time to get 
some time in with the Lions 
in the closing stages of the 
off-season.

First up is the 2026 CG 
Summer Smash Volleyball 
Tournament on August 7 
and 8. It’s the first of what 
Cottage Grove Athletics hope 
will become an annual event, 
and all the proceeds will 

go to Cottage Grove Boys 
Volleyball.

Hosted at Cottage Grove 
High School, there are three 
divisions to compete in at 
the event, including a 12- 15 
Girls Division, a 16 - 20 
Coed Division, and a 21+ 
Coed Division. For the 12-15 
girls division, there is a $100 
registration fee per team, 
and games will be played on 
the afternoon and evening of 
August 7. For both coed divi-
sions, the registration fee is 
$150 per team, and the games 
will be played on August 8.

Only eight teams are 
allowed per division, and 
spots are only guaranteed 
once the registration form 
has been completed. If a divi-
sion fills up, there’s still a 
chance to get in, and teams 
will be placed on a waitlist. 
Teams must have at least five 
players, with a maximum of eight. In the coed tourna-

ments, there must be at least 
two women on the court at 
a time, with a maximum of 

three men. If need be, teams 
can play shorthanded with 
five.

Whether people are seek-
ing a good way to get active, 
a fun and competitive activ-
ity with their friends, or just 
want to show up and support 
local high school sports, the 
Summer Smash should be a 
great time.

To register or find more 
information, visit this web 
address: https://sites.google.
com/slane.k12.or.us/cghsvol-
leyball/summer-smash-coed-
tournament

Also coming up is the 
2026 Lions Football Camp 
Aug. 10-13. The deadline to 
register is August 1, but if 
you miss the deadline, you 
can still register onsite on the 
first day of camp, which will 
be hosted at Cottage Grove 
High School. The camp 
costs $45 per athlete, and 

preregistration guarantees a 
camp football shirt.

The camp will give stu-
dents in K-12th grade a 
chance to get active and learn 
from CGHS Football players 
and coaches. Proceeds will 
go toward supporting the 
football program, and there 
are different sessions based 
on age group. Kids K-8 will 
have camp on the three days 
from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m., 
while the 9th-12th grades will 
attend from 8:00 a.m.-10:00 
a.m.

For more information 
and to register, visit https://
students.arbitersports.com/
programs/2026-lions-football-
camp

Summer may be halfway 
through, but there’s still 
plenty of time to have some 
great times.

Courtesy photo
Cottage Grove High School athletics has already 
hosted soccer, volleyball, and cheer camps this 
summer, but there is still an opportunity to get 
some time in with the Lions in the closing stages 
of the off-season.

State forest management plan approved
The Oregon Board of Forestry 

has approved a new Western 
Oregon State Forests Management 
Plan (FMP).

The long-term plan, along with 
locally-focused, shorter-term 
implementation and operation 
plans, ensures state forests provide 
the social, economic and environ-
mental benefits required of state 
forestlands.

The new plan is aligned with 
the expected approval of the 
submitted Western Oregon State 
Forests Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) by the federal services later 
this year or in early 2027. The 
board’s approval stipulates that the 
new FMP is to become effective 
once ODF receives an approved 
HCP and incidental take permits 
from the federal services.

“This plan, when implemented 
along with the HCP, will provide 

economic certainty for timber har-
vests, environmental protections 
and enhancements, and continued 
recreational opportunities for all 
who depend on, use, and care 
about Oregon’s state forests,” 
ODF State Forests Division Chief 
Mike Wilson said.

The new FMP has been in 
development since 2018, and 
Wilson has been involved with the 
effort from the start. 

“Developing a plan like this 
over such a long timeframe not 
only requires immense dedication 
from ODF staff, but an enormous 
about of outreach and collabora-
tion,” Wilson said. “Our county 
partners, tribes, other state agen-
cies, stakeholders and the general 
public have been essential in craft-
ing a plan that would be compat-
ible with an HCP and still provide 
decision space for the board and 

department to manage our state 
forestlands into the future.”

When effective, the new FMP 
will replace the 2010 Northwest 
and Southwest FMPs and the 
2011 Elliott State Forest FMP. 

(The Elliott FMP still governs the 
management of Board of Forestry 
parcels adjacent to the Elliott State 
Research Forest.) While state 
forests management is still gov-
ernment by the current FMP and 
associated implementation and 
annual operating plans, the board’s 
decision gives ODF the clarity to 
move forward with crafting new 
plans for fiscal year 2028 that pro-
vide more specific management 
objectives and operational details.

For more about the management 
of state forests see ODF’s website.

The Western Oregon State 
Forests Habitat Conservation Plan 
under review by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and NOAA 
Fisheries, provides an integrated, 
collaborative, ecosystem-based 
approach to species conservation 
across the landscape and will ide-
ally result in the department being 

issued incidental take permits 
(ITPs) for 15 species of wildlife 
and fish. 

The conservation measures in 
the HCP are designed to offset 
potential impacts from forest man-
agement, while the ITPs ensure 
compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). Together, the 
plan and permits provide a more 
holistic, cost-effective approach 
to ESA compliance, while also 
creating more certainty around 
the long-term financial viability 
of managing state forests for eco-
nomic benefits. Learn more about 
the HCP at:

https://www.oregon.gov/odf/
aboutodf/pages/hcp-initiative.aspx

The Oregon Board of Forestry 
approved the plan in a 5-2 vote 
July 22.

Courtesy 
For more about the manage-
ment of state forests see 
ODF’s website. 

Howard Buford Recreation Area’s improvements
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County Parks was 
scheduled to begin construc-
tion on parking lot improve-
ments at Howard Buford 
Recreation Area’s Arboretum/
Main Summit Trail park-
ing lot Wednesday, July 22. 
Construction is anticipated to 
continue through October.

 The project is funded by 
the voter-supported 2022 
Parks Levy and was identified 
though community feedback 
gathered during the Parks 
levy outreach process.

Planned improvements 
include:

• Full parking lot recon-
struction and paving

• New ADA-accessible 
parking spaces and curb 
ramps

• An expanded passenger/
bus drop-off zone with new 
amenities

• New stairs to connect 
parking levels

• Bio-engineered stormwa-
ter facilities to improve drain-
age and protect water quality

• New wildlife-friendly 
parking lot lighting

“This project responds 
directly to community feed-
back gathered during Parks 
levy outreach,” Lane County 
Parks Division Manager Brett 
Henry said. “Howard Buford 
Recreation Area is one of our 

most visited parks, and these 
improvements will create a 
safer and more accessible 
experience for visitors.”

Visitor Access During 
Construction

The Arboretum/Main 
Summit Trail parking lot is 
expected to remain open, 
although visitors should 
anticipate limited parking 
and periodic closures during 
construction. Lane County 
Parks is working closely with 
the Mount Pisgah Arboretum 
to help maintain access for 
scheduled programs and 
events.

Construction activities 
will occur Monday through 
Friday. Visitors should expect 
construction noise, heavy 
equipment, flaggers direct-
ing traffic, and temporary 
work area closures. Parking 
on weekends may be limited 
depending on the stage of 
construction.

All trails, including 
Summit Trail #1, will remain 
open throughout the project. 
However, access from the 
Main Summit Trailhead may 
be limited. Visitors planning 
to hike are encouraged to 
use the North Bottomlands 
Trailhead or the East 
Trailhead for easier access 
during construction.

For more information, 
contact Lane County Parks at 

541-682-2000 or LaneParks@
LaneCountyOR.gov.

Courtesy photo
The Arboretum/Main 
Summit Trail parking lot 
is expected to remain 
open, although visi-
tors should anticipate 
limited parking and pe-
riodic closures during 
construction.
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