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P.A.W.S. celebrates two-year success
In neighborhoods across Cottage 

Grove, something small but notice-
able has begun to change. A resi-
dent recently mentioned they had 
not seen stray kittens this season, 
a quiet shift that hints at a larger 
effort taking root. For the volun-
teers behind the Paws and Whiskers 
Society, that single observation is 
exactly the kind of impact they 
hoped to make.

Founded in July 2024, the Paws 
and Whiskers Society is a mis-
sion driven nonprofit dedicated to 
reducing pet overpopulation across 
Cottage Grove and surrounding 
communities. The organization 
provides one-hundred-dollar vouch-
ers to help offset surgery costs, 
supports feral cat colonies through 

trap neuter return, and offers guid-
ance to neighboring towns that want 
to build their own animal welfare 
programs.

Cottage Grove community volun-
teer Susan Carver, a founding board 
member, said one of PAWS most 
meaningful developments has been 
its ability to support other com-
munities that want to create similar 
efforts.

“I am happy that PAWS has taken 
the opportunity to reach out to other 
communities and offer our sup-
port if they want to start their own 
nonprofit to address animal welfare 
issues,” Carver said. “This year, 
we have attended some community 
events in Drain to provide informa-
tion, and some spay and neuter 
coupons.”

PAWS began with a simple idea 
shared by nine local residents who 
saw a growing need and decided 
to act. Today, the nonprofit is run 
entirely by a volunteer board of 
founders who meet weekly to man-
age programs, approve vouchers, 
coordinate feral cat support and 
respond to community requests.

The board includes President 
Janetta Overholser, Vice President 
Bobbi DeHart, Secretary and 
Treasurer Christi Hill, and members 
Nancy Williams, Karen Proctor, 
Barbara Hill, Susan Carver, Bev 
Kelly and Mary Beusse. Together, 
they have built a grassroots organi-
zation focused on practical solutions 
and compassionate care.

In just two years, PAWS has 
issued well over four hundred spay 
and neuter vouchers, each worth one 

hundred dollars off surgery costs. 
Nearly four hundred of those proce-
dures have already been completed, 
a number Overholser calls “huge.”

“Every altered animal represents 
fewer unwanted litters, fewer kit-
tens and puppies suffering from 
illness or starvation, and fewer pets 
hit by cars or lost to predators,” 
Overholser said. “The impact is 
already visible. One resident told 
PAWS they had not seen stray kit-
tens this year, a sign the program is 
working.”

PAWS uses a simple pyramid 
chart to show how quickly unaltered 
pets can multiply. One unspayed 
female cat and her offspring can 
produce hundreds of thousands of 
kittens over several years, and even 
dogs with smaller litters can create 
exponential growth. “When one 
mom can have eight babies, and a 
dog can have ten or more, spay and 
neuter is so important,” Overholser 
said. The chart illustrates how a 
single “just one litter” decision can 
ripple through an entire community.

Large donations and successful 
grants have helped PAWS sustain its 
mission. Overholser said the support 
shows that community members 
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Three P.A.W.S. volunteers 
with the organization’s mas-
cot dog ‘Buddy’ at the W.O.W. 
Fair. 

Injured climber rescued near Melakwa Lake
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office Search and Rescue team 
(SAR) responded to a report 
of a subject who had fallen 
and was injured on a lava rock 
butte near Melakwa Lake, 
north pf Highway 242, just 
after 1 p.m. Sept. 5.

Volunteers with Eugene 
Mountain Rescue and members 
of the Linn County Sheriff 
Search & Rescue team also 
responded to the incident.

“SAR located the indi-
vidual and provided medical 

assistance until air resources 
arrived,” LCSO Sgt. Levi 
McKenny said.

The US Coast Guard dis-
patched a helicopter and trans-
ported the patient to a local 
area hospital for treatment.

The name of the victim, the 
person’s age, where the per-
son is from, and details about 
the subject’s injury, were not 
immediately available.  

McKenny said the LCSO 
wants everyone to recreate 
safely, so please remember:

• Always tell someone where 
you are going and when you 
plan to return.

• Know conditions before 
you leave - rain in the valley 
can mean ice up high!

• Be prepared to stay out 
overnight - even if you don’t 
plan to get out of your car.

• Bring maps for offline 
navigation - cell service can be 
spotty!

• If you go on the water, 
ALWAYS wear a life jacket!

• If you become lost, STAY 
PUT! Find a way to signal or 
make your location visible. 
Always carry a whistle and 
flashlight in the outdoors – it 
just might save your life.

“Nearly every week, Lane 
County Sheriff’s Search & 
Rescue staff and volunteers 
assist our residents and visitors 
in all types of environments,” 
McKenny said.

To learn more about our 
Search & Rescue program or 
to donate to their work visit 
our website at:

www.lanecountyor.gov/gov-
ernment/county_departments/
sheriff_s_office/l_c_s_o_
search_and_rescue

 

Courtesy photo from the LCSO
This photo illustrates the challenging terrain facing the first 
responders.

Courtesy photo from the LCSO
A crew member holds onto 
the line as a Coast Guard 
helicopter carefully lifts the 
victim to safety during the 
rescue.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove 
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Honor Flight veterans Larry 
Watkins, left, and Ralph 
Weeldreyer unexpectedly 
reunite for the Sept. 17-21 trip 
to Washington, D.C.

Honor 
Flight: 
A long 
journey in 
the making

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

They were just kids then — two 
Cottage Grove boys tearing up back-
roads on motorcycles, racing each 
other through the late 1960s summer 
air. 

When they weren’t out on the 
roads, they were on the track, run-
ning indoor and outdoor races all 
year long. They were also cowork-
ers at Glenn’s Tire and Honda on 
Highway 99, the old shop that today 
is Les Schwab Tires.

Larry Watkins and Ralph 
Weeldreyer didn’t know they were 
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POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter 

relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals 
arrested or charged with 
a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven 
guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary 
and subject to change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, AUGUST 
31

00:41: Shots fired, 
3200 block Row River 
Rd.

02:22: Disturbance, 
100 block Crestview Ter.

08:03: Suspicious sub-
ject, Row River Rd/ I5 
NB off ramp

08:07: Theft, 1300 
block Birch Ave.

08:09: Found property, 
300 block S. River Rd.

08:30: Vicious dog, 
800 block N. Douglas 
St.

09:29: Trespass, 900 
block S. 6th St.

10:37: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

14:23: Suspicious con-
dition, Sears Rd MP 3

15:29: Animal info, 
100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

20:59: Disorderly 
subject, 36000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1

00:18: Disorderly sub-
ject, 300 block Davidson 
Ave.

00:56: Prowler, 1300 
block Douglas Fir Pl.

03:29: Trespass, 1600 
block E. Taylor Ave.

06:19: Trespass, 200 
block N. 16th St.

07:29: Fraud, 500 
block S. 6th St.

08:16: Disturbance, 
1000 block Cedar Ct.

08:39: Motor vehicle 
crash, Row River/
Gateway

10:15: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1200 block Hwy 99

11:16: Alarm, 1300 
block Birch Ave.

14:36: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

15:04: Fire, 7800 
block Currin blvd.

15:26: Hit and run, 
200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

16:23: Juvenile trou-
ble, 200 block N. 10th 
St.

19:01: Drug activity, 
1500 block Village Dr.

21:05: Illegal camp-
ing, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 2

00:09: Disturbance, 
1000 block N. Douglas 
St.

04:56: Disorderly sub-
ject, Main/99

05:43: Burglary, 1600 
block S. 4th St.

07:26: Dog at large, 
8th/Taylor

09:09: Agency assist, 
700 block Hwy 99

12:26: Illegal dump-
ing, N. lane/99

13:25: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

13:51: Nuisance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

15:45: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

20:51: Motor vehi-
cle crash, 900 block 
Benjamin Ave.

21:31: Disturbance, 
16th/Harvey

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 3

02:50: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

02:54: Illegal camp-
ing, 1000 block E. Main 
St.

03:24: Assault, 1200 
block E. Madison Ave.

07:13: Suspicious 
vehicle, 900 block Row 
River Rd.

10:41: Disturbance, 
1000 block Cedar Ct.

12:01: Assault, 30000 
block CG Lorane Hwy

12:08: Trespass, 1400 
block E. Main St.

12:25: Juvenile trou-
ble, 200 block N. 10th 
St.

16:08: Fire, 900 block 
N. Douglas St.

16:50: Welfare check, 
1400 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

17:08: Fire, 200 block 
N. River Rd.

17:17: Fire, 79000 
block Territorial Hwy

17:25: Abandoned 
vehicle, Hwy 99/
Pennoyer

19:17: Criminal mis-
chief, 1300 block S. 8th 
St.

22:54: Suspicious 
vehicle, 200 block 
Davidson Ave.

23:11: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

23:38: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1600 block E. 
Main St.

FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 4

00:01: Theft, 200 
block S. River Rd.

00:28: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

03:31: Warrant ser-
vice, 800 block W. Main 
St.

06:38: Fire, 81000 
block Davisson Rd.

08:22: Alarm, 1000 
block E. Main St.

08:41: Criminal mis-
chief, 2800 block Row 
River Rd.

09:40: Agency assist, 
1300 block Birch Ave.

09:52: Fire, 32000 
block Lynx Hollow Rd.

10:28: Disturbance, 
75000 block Wicks Rd.

10:42: Disturbance, 
200 block N. 16th St.

16:57: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

17:02: Criminal mis-
chief, 200 block S. River 
Rd.

18:56: Warrant ser-
vice, 2300 block E. 
Whiteaker Ave.

19:35: Drug activity, 
200 block N. 12th St.

20:13: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

21:28: Disturbance, 
200 block S. River Rd.

23:01: Disturbance, 
74000 block London Rd.

23:09: Suspicious 
condition, 200 block 
Gateway Blvd.

23:49: Suspicious 
vehicle, 10th/Adams

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5

07:00: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1000 block 
Taylor Ave.

07:11: Illegal camping, 
1000 block E. Main St.

07:29: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main 
St.

12:46: Theft, 1000 
block Hwy 99

12:57: Juvenile trou-
ble, 1500 block Gateway 
Blvd.

16:13: Wanted subject, 
2700 block Row River 
Rd.

18:18: Warrant ser-
vice, 200 block N. 12th 
St.

18:30: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1100 block S. 
4th St.

19:43: Wanted subject, 
200 block S. River Rd.

22:41: Suspicious 
vehicle, 3200 block Row 
River Rd.

23:19: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1300 block E. 
Main St.

SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 6

00:33: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1500 block Village 
Dr.

00:40: Dog at large, 
Harvey/16th

00:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 900 block Gateway 
Blvd.

01:20: Suspicious 
vehicle, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

06:00: Disturbance, 
400 block Fillmore Ave.

11:17: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. River 
Rd.

12:30: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 12th 
St.

12:58: Theft, 900 
block Row River Rd.

13:45: Disturbance, 
1600 block Anthony Ct.

16:45: ATL DUII, 
1300 block S. 4th St.

17:28: Disturbance, 
1000 block S. 2nd St.

19:22: Abandoned 
vehicle, Harvey/Gateway

19:47: Warrant ser-
vice, 9th/Gibbs

22:33: Illegal camp-
ing, 1100 block Hwy 99

23:37: Suspicious 
condition, 2400 block E. 
Whiteaker Ave.

23:42: Suspicious 
conditio

A CLOSER LOOK
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just pay shipping

Try for 
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Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
bined with other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926, 
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, 
MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, MI 262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 
266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season

25% OFF LeafFilter*     10% Discount For 
Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+
Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate: 1-855-536-88381-855-536-8838

Promo: 285 &

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Knife fight leads to arrest
COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

The following is from 
the Cottage Grove Police 
Department’s Weekly Update.

Wishing all students, teach-
ers, and families returning to 
school a fun, safe, and suc-
cessful school year!

- A traffic stop was con-
ducted for speeding, resulting 
in the driver’s arrest and a 
Citation in Lieu of Custody 
for Driving While Suspended 
(ORS 811.182).

- A reported disturbance 
at a local residence led to an 
investigation involving multi-
ple parties. It was determined 
the female involved was 
the primary aggressor. She 
was transported to the Lane 
County Jail and lodged on 
charges of Harassment (ORS 
166.065) and Recklessly 
Endangering Another Person 
(ORS 163.195).

- During a person stop, 
a male subject was found 
to have an outstanding 
warrant for Possession of 
Methamphetamine (ORS 
475.894). He was transported 
to the Lane County Jail, 
where additional Possession 

of Methamphetamine charges 
were added after he was 
found in possession of a bag 
containing approximately 2.66 
grams of methamphetamine.

- Officers responded to 
a report of a physical dis-
turbance involving a knife. 
A male and female were 
involved in the dispute and 
were separated upon arrival. 
Following an investigation 
at the scene, the female was 
arrested and transported to 
the Lane County Jail where 
she was lodged on charges of 
Unlawful Use of a Weapon 
(ORS 166.220) and Menacing 
(ORS 163.190).

- A verbal dispute at a 
nearby residence resulted in 
contact with multiple tenants. 
While the investigation deter-
mined no crimes had been 
committed, one tenant was 
found to have a valid Lane 
County Circuit Court warrant 
for Aggravated Harassment, 
Harassment, and Disorderly 
Conduct in the Second 
Degree. She was arrested 
and transported to the Lane 
County Jail where she was 
lodged on the above listed 
charges

- After a vehicle was 
observed making an unsafe 
right turn, a traffic stop was 
conducted. The driver was 
identified and found to have 
a felony suspended driving 
status under ORS 811.182. He 
was arrested and transported 
to the Lane County Jail where 
was lodged for above listed 
charge.

- A report of an assault at 
the Relax Inn brought offi-
cers to the scene after the 
site manager contacted 9-1-1. 
Following interviews with 
the victim, involved parties, 
and witnesses, it was deter-
mined the male subject was 
the primary aggressor. He 
was arrested without incident 
and transported to the Lane 
County Jail, where he was 
lodged on charges of Assault 
in the Fourth Degree (ORS 
163.160), Strangulation (ORS 
163.187), Menacing (ORS 
163.190), and Unlawful Use 
of a Weapon (ORS 166.220).

Please note: This is a 
summary of select calls for 
service. Officers respond to 
many additional calls each 
day that are not included in 
this update.

Creswell resident indicted
A federal grand jury 

in Medford has returned 
an indictment charging a 
Creswell, Oregon, man after 
allegedly assaulting a federal 
officer and damaging the 
federal building in Eugene, 
Oregon, last January.

Trenton Alexander Van 
Zoeren, 19, has been charged 
with assault of a federal 
officer involving physical 
contact, aggravated assault on 
a federal employee causing 
bodily injury, and willfully 
injuring or committing any 

depredation against property 
of the United States.

According to court docu-
ments, on January 14 and 21, 
2026, Van Zoeren damaged a 
window at the Eugene federal 

building. On January 28, 
2026, Van Zoeren assaulted 
a Federal Protective Service 
officer.

Van Zoeren made his 
initial appearance in federal 
court yesterday before a U.S. 
magistrate judge. He was 
arraigned, pleaded not guilty, 
and ordered released pending 
a jury trial scheduled to begin 
on December 7, 2026.

If convicted, Van Zoeren 
faces a maximum sentence 
of 20 years in federal prison, 
three years of supervised 

release, and a fine of 
$250,000

U.S. Attorney Scott E. 
Bradford for the District 
of Oregon made the 
announcement.

The FBI and Federal 
Protective Service are inves-
tigating the case. Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Judith Harper 
is prosecuting the case.

An indictment is only an 
accusation of a crime, and a 
defendant is presumed inno-
cent unless and until proven 
guilty.
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Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

For new and returning subscribers 
only, offer good through 

9/30/26

20% OFF
One Year Subscription

Just mention this ad

503-444-7924

Subscription Special

www.cgsentinel.com/subscribe

SEPTEMBER 16
• Veterans Service Officer 

Available. 9am–Noon. 
American Legion Post.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours. 5:30–7 
p.m. Peacehealth Clinic.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing.

• Intro to Beekeeping, 6 
p.m. The Public (CG Public 
Market).

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

• Board Game Night with 
Ayla. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle.

SEPTEMBER 17
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley Church 
of Christ, Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Community 
Center.

• Bread Club. 5–7 p.m. CG 
Public Market.

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• Stone Hart (rock). 6–8 
p.m. The Public (CG Public 
Market).

• Blessed Relief (jazz 
trio). 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Rosemary Walks (indie 
rock). 8:30–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. $8 cover

SEPTEMBER 18
• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 

Public Library.
• Bohemia Gold Mining 

Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• American Legion Bingo. 
5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Community 
Fundraising Dinner: Steak 
Feed $14.

• Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. 6–9 p.m. 80247 
Delight Valley School Rd.

• No Parking. 6 p.m. CG 
Public Market. 912 E. Main 
St.

• Jackson’s Pub Karaoke 
Night with Jesse Hart. 6:30 
p.m. CG Public Market. 912 
E. Main St.

• Psycho Billy’s String 
Band (bluegrass). 6:30–9:30 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Kegs of Comedy Call 
Out. 8–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. Free 

SEPTEMBER 19
• Spirit of BMD Golf 

Tournament fundraiser. 8.a.m. 
Hidden Valley Golf Course. 
775 N. River Rd.

• Share Fair, 9 a.m. 1133 
E. Main St.

• South Valley Farmers 
Market. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 7th 
and Main Street.

• Cottage Grove Museum. 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 4–10 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Leo Moon (urban/prai-
rie/folk) 6 p.m. CG Public 
Market.

• LB and Co. (rock/blues/
country). 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery.

• AlAnon “Courage to 
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair 
Room. City Hall.

SEPTEMBER 20
• Cottage Grove Museum. 

1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

• The Regulars 
(Americana). 1–3 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery.

• South Valley Athletics 
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30–5:30 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

• Flesh and Form Drawing 
Class with T. 5–7 p.m. (Every 

Sunday thru Oct 11) CG 
Public Market.

• Steve Benavides (coun-
try). 6–8 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle.

SEPTEMBER 21
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Community Center.

• Gardeners Meeting. 
5:30-7 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

SEPTEMBER 22
• Ukulele Club. (for adults) 

9 a.m. CG Public Library.
• Bilingual Story Time. 5 

p.m. CG Public Library.
• Trinity Lutheran Free 

Take Out Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

• Trivia & Games with 
Gerald and Cribbage with 
Ted. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Nighttime in Cottage Grove’s Historical District.

Oregon officials urge use of ballot boxes while defending mail voting
JULIA SHUMWAY

Oregon Capital Chronicle

Top Oregon elected offi-
cials on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 
urged Oregonians to use 
ballot drop boxes, not mail-
boxes, to return ballots in 
November as newly released 
data showed thousands of 
Oregonians missed having 
their May primary votes 
counted because of postal 
delays.

Secretary of State Tobias 
Read, Gov. Tina Kotek and 
U.S. Sens. Ron Wyden and 
Jeff Merkley, all Democrats, 
held a press conference at 
the state Capitol in Salem to 
reiterate their commitment to 
protecting Oregon’s decades-
long history of mail voting. 

Read, the state’s top elec-
tion official, is seeking $1.25 
million from the Legislature’s 
emergency board this week 
to add 20 drop boxes, expand 
a ballot tracking system used 
by five counties and cover 
other unanticipated election 
costs.

His funding request and 
the officials’ comments come 
as the U.S. Supreme Court 
weighs whether the U.S. 
Postal Service can implement 
a rule that would upturn how 
states run elections weeks 
before states begin mailing 
ballots. Oregon is among 
the states that sued to block 
the Postal Service rule and 
President Donald Trump’s 
executive order that preceded 
it.

Read and others said 
they’re confident the court 
will block the rule, and that 
even if it didn’t, it’s too close 
to the election for it to practi-
cally take effect. 

“School’s back in ses-
sion now,” Read said. “You 
could go to any playground 
and ask kids, ‘Does it make 
sense to change the rules in 

the middle of the game?’ The 
answer is ‘no.’ It’s not practi-
cal. It’s not right. And we 
believe it’s not legal.”

His funding request, which 
the Legislature’s emergency 
board will consider Thursday, 
includes roughly $150,000 to 
expand the BallotTrax bal-
lot tracking system to all 36 
counties.

Voters in Clackamas, 
Marion, Multnomah, Yamhill 
and Washington counties 
have been able to sign up 
for text alerts to follow their 
ballot from when it’s first 
mailed to them to when elec-
tion workers have verified the 
ballot envelope signature and 
sorted it for counting. 

It also includes $120,000 
for 20 new ballot boxes at 
$6,000 apiece and $344,000 
for operational support for 
ballot boxes, as well as 5 
cents per voter, or about 
$153,000, for county election 
support. 

And Read is seeking 
$480,000 to reimburse coun-
ties that have to mail notices 
to inactive voters, mostly 
people who moved without 
updating their addresses and 
who had their ballots returned 
as undeliverable. Inactive 
voters don’t receive ballots 
but officials must notify vot-
ers they’re inactive before 
removing them from voter 
rolls.

An official May primary 
election turnout report the 
Secretary of State’s Office 
released earlier on Tuesday 
showed a steep increase in 
the number of uncounted bal-
lots over prior years. Since 
2022, Oregon has allowed 
the counting of ballots post-
marked by Election Day that 
arrive within the next week.

But changes at the Postal 
Service that require all mail 
to be taken first to a Portland 

processing center mean that 
in most of the state, mail 
doesn’t receive postmarks 
until at least the day after an 
Oregonian mails it. 

Of the more than 55,000 
ballots that arrived at county 
election offices during the 
seven-day grace period after 
the May primary, more than 
7,300 couldn’t be counted 
because they had a postmark 
after Election Day. That’s a 
rate of 13.1%, higher than 
any prior election. 

Merkley, Oregon’s junior 
U.S. senator, said mail voting 
is safer and more trustworthy 
than other systems. 

“On Election Day, it is 
easy to manipulate the out-
come,” he said. “You simply 
move the locations where 
people vote, so they get con-
fused. You put the locations 
where there’s no parking. You 
put out misinformation about 
the election day. You put out 
misinformation about the 
location. You put in machines 
that don’t work and slow 
things down, so people have 
eight-hour waits to vote, like 
they did in Georgia. None of 
that can be done with vote by 
mail.”

Kotek said Oregon has 
spent decades building a vot-
ing system that works — the 
state routinely boasts the 
highest or near-highest turn-
out rates in the country — 
and will defend it. 

“Vote by mail means a par-
ent doesn’t have to choose 
between getting somewhere 
to vote or taking care of their 
child,” she said. “Vote by 
mail means a worker who 
can’t afford to take time off 
work can sit down at their 
kitchen table after work and 
participate in our democ-
racy, and it means an older 
Oregonian, or a person with 
a disability, or someone who 

would live far away from a 
polling place can make their 
voice heard in an easier fash-
ion. These are not abstract 
benefits.”

And Wyden, the first U.S. 
senator elected in an all-mail 
election in 1996, said con-
stituents he spoke to in rural 
Oregon have been especially 
worried about maintaining 
mail elections. Some voters 
would face driving an hour to 
a ballot box or their county 

election office if they can’t 
rely on their mail, he said.

“To borrow a phrase from 
our wonderful letter carriers, 
I’ve got a special delivery 
message for Donald Trump: 
Keep the hell away from 
Oregon’s vote by mail,” he 
said.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/09/08/
oregon-officials-urge-use-of-
ballot-boxes-while-defending-
mail-voting/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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SPORTS

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

 
 

 
 

(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

1-844-812-6573

FREE
SPECIAL OFFER

Stairlift
Guide!

Learn your opti ons

Avoid costly mistakes 

Stay sate at home

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY!

FREE

CALL NOW FOR YOUR CALL NOW FOR YOUR 
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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Local cheer coach looking to bridge the gap
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sports

South Lane Football and 
Cheer are helping give kids 
a head start in competitive 
cheer, and Coach Rye Daves 
has exciting things in 
the works to create those 
prospects. 

The cheer program has 
been hard at work this August 
with a solid group on the 
team. The summer culmi-
nated with a combined stunt 
cheer camp with the high 
school.

 “We had almost 30 girls 
come out for it, which is 
crazy. It was a huge camp. 
They did super good; they 
got up five full preps, and 
they were doing shoulder sits 
and thigh stands, and all the 
things. I was really proud of 
them,” Daves said. “It was 
cool, because it was partnered 
with the high school, and 
during the football camps 
and stuff, it’s been really fun 
trying to coordinate with the 
football team, and the cheer 
team, and the high school, 
and the littles, and just bring 
everybody together, and 
we’re gonna try to work 
towards doing more of that 
stuff in the future.”

 The camp was primarily 
for 4th-8th graders, including 
many of Daves’ South Lane 
Youth Football and Cheer 
cheerleaders. The high school 
students who came to help 
were hand-selected, and they 
were generous with their time 
and expertise in helping their 
young charges. 

 The camp had five stunt 
groups working, and Daves 
said it was incredible to see 
the different age groups come 

together and learn. With vary-
ing levels of experience, the 
groups started with funda-
mental drills before getting 
into more advanced stunts. 
With help from the older 
girls, the young cheerleaders 
picked up the tips and tricks 
with no hesitation. 

 “It was amazing, to be 
honest with you, because 
I have such a heart for the 
littles, and then to see the 
big girls jump in there with 
the little girls, and fully take 
responsibility for them was 
the sweetest thing,” Daves 
said. “By the end of it, there 
were pods of girls that were 
hugging.”

 Daves’ team of middle 
school cheer athletes is 
already getting great experi-
ence cheering. This year, they 
took second at the Bohemian 
Mining Days parade. 
Bridging the gap between the 
youth cheer and high school 
cheer teams is one of Daves’ 
main goals, and her middle 
school team has been grow-
ing since it began.

 Daves and her team start 
recruiting in the spring. They 
visit different schools to drum 
up interest. The first year, 
they were building from noth-
ing. In the subsequent years, 
they’ve seen more and more 
participation, as returners and 
high school students help get 
more youth cheerleaders out. 
This fall, they started practice 
in August, and for the first 
South Lane Youth Football 
game of the season, Daves 
said they are “bringing the 
whole crew,” and there will 
be 55 cheerleaders helping 
pep up the crowd and rooting 
for the home team.  

At the youth level, Daves 
focuses on technique, coordi-
nation, and learning how to 
be physical and athletic. It’s 
been heartening to see how 
quickly kids are picking up 
the basics, and exciting to see 
how enthusiastic they are. 

 “They’re just the best little 
group of listeners and imple-
menters that I’ve ever seen. 
And so, starting with those 
basics, getting those basics 
right, getting the counts right, 
so that they can succeed later 
in life, it all starts with the 
youth program. I just can’t 
say enough good things about 
how they just jump in. And 
they’re just ready. If they 
miss a practice and they don’t 
know what’s happening, they 
show up the next day, and 
they just jump in. They’re 
just such a motivated little 
group of girls,” Daves said. 

“They’re learning it now as 
little kids, like my sixth grad-
ers that I have right now; it’s 
a huge group. I think I’ve 
got 16 of them. They’re a 
powerhouse group of kids, 
and they’ve got three years 
with me before I even passed 
them on to high school. I 
cannot even imagine what 
they’re gonna be like their 
freshman year of high 
school.”

  A big piece of Daves’ 
approach is the synergy 
between the high school, 
middle school, and youth 
levels. Daves said she feels 
like the whole operation is 
a “well-oiled machine,” and 
her goal is to “bridge the 
gap” at the middle school 
level.  

 “Essentially, we are one. 
We’re even one with the high 
school. I feel like we’re just 

a well-oiled machine from 
top to bottom, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do with 
football, too. And hopefully, 
it just takes off with the rest 
of the programs, from kin-
dergarten all the way through 
senior year of high school; 
everybody is on the same 
page, coaching-wise, athlete-
wise, you know, grades, all 
these things,” Daves said. 

 A big step in that direction 
is that Daves got approval 
to cheer at middle school 
basketball games this winter. 
Once the South Lane Youth 
Football season ends, Daves 
and her team will be on the 
sidelines of Lincoln Middle 
School basketball games 
throughout the season.

 “Once football season 
ends, I will be starting the 
new after-school program, 
and it will be only 6th-8th 

graders, where a select group 
of kids will cheer on the 
floor at games, and the others 
will bring hype on the stands. 
It’s just a way to get these 
girls an extended season,” 
Daves said. “I just cannot 
stress you enough how dedi-
cated to the goal and to each 
other these girls are, and 
having them start so young 
and moving in an upward 
trajectory towards, hopefully, 
greatness, we’re gonna see 
the fruits of our labors com-
ing here in the next couple 
years.”

 It’s all about building a 
baseline for these girls to be 
successful in their pursuits in 
the coming years, and with 
exciting things happening at 
the youth level, it will be fun 
to see where they end up as 
they hit high school.  

 

Courtesy photo from Rye Daves
Organizers said the South Lane Football and Cheer camp was a hit this year

Sporting Cascades FC has 
launched a new ticketing 
program designed to support 
local high schools and youth 
soccer clubs.

Under the program, any 
high school soccer program, 
youth soccer club, or league 
that purchases tickets for 
Sporting Cascades FC’s inau-
gural season for its staff and 

members can receive a dis-
count of up to 20 percent on 
the cost of each season ticket, 
or receive up to 20 percent 
back on the cost of each 
season ticket to fundraise 
for team or club initiatives, 
according to a release from 
the club.

Schools and clubs that 
have already signed on to 

participate include South 
Eugene High School’s boy’s 

and girls’ soccer teams, 
Eugene Metro Football 

Club (EMFC), Thurston 
High School boy’s soccer, 
and Marist Catholic High 
School’s girl’s and boy’s soc-
cer teams.

“Eugene Metro Football 
Club is proud to offer a 
scholarship program for eli-
gible families to help with 
club fees,” EMFC Director of 
Coaching Jurgen Ruckaberle 
said. “We are excited to 
get support from Sporting 
Cascades FC, who will return 
a portion of season tickets 
to help fund our scholarship 
program. Many of our EMFC 
families are excited to watch 
professional soccer here in 
town, and they can now sup-
port our scholarship program 
by purchasing a season ticket 
for Sporting Cascades FC.”

“I am a proud life-long 
coach, player, parent, and 
fan of soccer and what it 
brings to a community,” 
Marist Girl’s Soccer Team 

Head Coach and a former 
Lane United FC Assistant 
Coach Stefan Schroffner 
said. “Soccer has always 
been about more than just 
what happens on the pitch. 
This fundraising opportunity 
with Sporting Cascades FC 
gives our players, families, 
and friends a chance to come 
together, support something 
exciting in our local soccer 
community while giving back 
to our program at the same 
time. We’re excited to be 
part of something that helps 
grow the game in our area 
while directly benefiting our 
student-athletes.”

High schools, clubs, and 
leagues that are interested in 
participating in the fundraiser 
or want to learn more can 
email Sporting Cascades FC 
at comms@sportingcascades.
com.

New ticket program offered to support schools, youth clubs

Courtesy photo
High schools, clubs, and leagues that are inter-
ested in participating in the fundraiser or want 
to learn more can email Sporting Cascades FC at 
comms@sportingcascades.com.
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EDITORIAL CARTOON

“Peace, commerce, and 
honest friendship with all 
nations.”

Thomas Jefferson, first 
inaugural address, 1801

Quote of the Week

Are you ready for the change of 
seasons?
Yes. Bring on the fall colors
No, I am still working on my 
summer tan. 

What emotion is your child/children 
experiencing going back to school?

20% Excitement
20% Eagerness
40% Apprehension
20 % Dread

New Poll Last Week’s Poll Results

Clarification
Miriam Sission was incorrectly identified in a Sept 2 story 

related to her presentation to the Cottage Grove City Council 
on Aug. 24. She is consulting with the City of Cottage Grove 
to help library staff and city administrators as they create a 
new staffing model and build a volunteer base. The Sentinel is 
happy to set the record straight.

Library celebrates Summer Reading Program
CLARRNA PINCKNEY

Cottage Grove 
Sentinel Guest Column

Summer can be a busy 
time for many families 

in Cottage Grove. Watersports 
to camping, hiking to biking 
and all the many activities 
our wonderful community 
has to offer. Another activity 
to add for the perfect way to 
beat the heat and have some 
fun? Visiting your Cottage 
Grove Public Library! Staff 
are privileged to bring the 
theme of “Plant a Seed, 
Read” to life this summer.

Well, what is the summer 
reading program? It’s no 
secret children lose some of 
what they have learned dur-
ing the school year over the 
long summer break. The read-
ing challenge helps motivate 
kids (and adults!) to continue 
reading and learning; to retain 
the knowledge they’ve gained 
from the school year. The 
library uses Beanstack, an 
app and website, that tracks 
books, minutes read, and 
attendance to the summer 
reading specific programs 
that happen throughout the 
summer. Individuals or whole 
families can sign up; we have 
no age limits. 

By signing up and track-
ing all these things you are 
entered into the drawings 
for all the great prizes the 
library gives away. The prizes 
we offered were tickets to 
Oregon Coast Aquarium, 
Bounce! Gymnastics, 
Eugene Science Center, Gift 
cards to Wilco, Bring, and 
McMenamin’s, and an array 
of small toys. Thank you 
to all these businesses who 
generously donated the afore-
mentioned prizes!

Tracking reading is one 
key part of the program, but 
the other exciting part is the 
hands-on activities offered. 
We kicked it off with a party 

at Bohemia Park! With help 
from the Friends of the 
Library, we were able to give 
away books and ice cream 
as we recruited 100 readers 
to sign up for this summer’s 
challenge. It was so much fun 
to meet new friends and greet 
familiar ones who came for 
the commencement of sum-
mer reading.

Week two was right on 
theme with families decorat-
ing pots and planting seeds. 
We had an amazing selection 
of seeds from our Seeding 
Rainbow Seed Library (which 
offers seeds all year long, 
for free!) ready for people 
to choose from. Things like 
sunflowers, marigolds, and 
melon were popular seed 
planting selections. It was 
amazing to see the variety, 
colors and pictures adorning 
the decorated pots, we have 
some very artistic patrons!

Week three brought the 
Museum of Natural and 
Cultural history to the library 
with a presentation titled, 
“Bee Amazed!” MNCH filled 
the room with hands on mini 
exhibits to help children learn 
all about bees. Following a 
short talk filled with a buzz 
worthy amount of bee facts, 
participants were released to 
enjoy all the educational bee 
activities. BUZZ!

Week four had us decorat-
ing precut fabric squares for 
our community quilt. The 
idea was to come together 
to make this piece of col-
laborative art to remember 
the activities and participants 
of this amazing time at the 
library! Once all the pieces 
were decorated, the Row 
River Grange sewing club 
was generous in putting it 
all together and completing 
the Quilt! The quilt is hang-
ing in the children’s section 
of the library, come check it 

out! Thank you, Row River 
Grange!

In the same week as the 
quilt, we also had Storybook 
Theater holding a theater 
camp in the community 
center. The culmination of 
the camp was a special per-
formance of “Puss in Boots” 
right in the middle of the 
library. The “mini-musical” 
was a joy inducing, toe tap-
ping work of art. That you 
could tell all involved put 
their heart and souls into. It 
was so much fun to watch the 
performance, and I hope we 
can continue the tradition for 
years to come!

Week five was a little 
stinky! We talked about com-
post and even brought in food 
scraps, dirt and other natural 
compostable material to make 
take home composting jars. 
We also played composting 
themed bingo for a chance to 
pick a prize out of our special 
treasure chest.

Week six was another spe-
cial presentation, this time 
from Bring Recycling. It 
was titled “Worms! Nature’s 
Recyclers”. Kids and adults 
got to learn all about worms, 
listen to a reading of “Diary 
of a Worm” and even hold 
some wiggly friends (care-
fully of course!). They each 
got to name one of their 
five hearted friends (had 
to throw that cool fact in!). 
Some of my favorite names 
were Wiggler and Timothy. 
I wonder what those worms 
are up to now? I hope they 
remember their time at the 
CG Library fondly.

Week seven may have 
been my favorite! Library 
staff planned, prepped, tested, 
and executed a lively escape 
room. Forty-two brave souls 
attempted, and beat, our 
gold mine themed escape 
room. It was so satisfying 
how it all came together and 

successfully, I might add. 
(Librarians have nightmares 
about failed summer reading 
programs! Well failed pro-
grams in general).

Week eight was a rous-
ing round of Lego building. 
We always enjoy seeing 
what is built and what each 
child names their creation. 
Displaying them in the library 
each month brings us and 
all who get to see them such 
happiness. We also, got to 
celebrate Peter Erskine and 
the Rainbow light art instal-
lation that he installed in 
the sky lights of the library. 
Check out Peter’s story on 
his website 100libraries.org to 
learn about the legacy Peter is 
leaving! Make sure to bask in 
the rainbow lights next time 
you come into the library, 
they really are beautiful.

Week 9 was truly a treat! 
Patrons got to taste food from 
around the world. Each child 
was given a “snackle box” 
with a different tasty (or gag 
inducing, depending on who 
you ask) food in each com-
partment of the box. They 
were asked to write down a 
guess of what country each 
food was from, what flavor 
it was, if they liked the look, 
smell, and taste of it and 
what they rated it overall 
from one to ten. The reac-
tions were quite outrageous! 
Of course, when you serve up 
pickled whole baby onions 
and pungent canned herring, 
it’s very much to be expected. 
Thankfully, it wasn’t all such 
panic inducing foods. We had 
many delicious sweet and 
salty treats as well. This pro-
gram was so so much fun and 
I can’t wait to do it again.

Week 10! Our summer 
went by so quickly! To end 

Oregon small businesses 
deserve a break from 
steep credit card fees

FRANK SQUILLO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

A recent survey from Gov. 
Tina Kotek’s Prosperity 
Council found that most 
Oregonians believe high 
costs, taxes and regula-
tions are making it harder 
for businesses to grow. The 
governor acknowledged the 
challenge plainly: “We have 
to be intentional here, to be 
competitive.”

One place to start is with 
the steep credit card pro-
cessing fees Oregon busi-
nesses pay on nearly every 
transaction.

Credit card interchange 
fees, commonly known as 
“swipe fees,” typically take 
2 to 4 percent of every credit 
card purchase. For a small 
business like ours, that means 
paying a fee each time a 
customer buys a cup of cof-
fee, a box of pastries or even 
leaves a non-cash tip for an 
employee.

Those percentages add up 
quickly. Businesses across 
the U.S. paid a record $157 
billion in credit card “swipe 
fees” last year, $9 billion 
more than in 2024. For small 
businesses already facing 
rising costs for food, labor, 
insurance and utilities, pro-
cessing fees have become 
another significant expense 
with little ability to negotiate 
them.

That’s largely because Visa 
and Mastercard dominate the 
credit card payments market, 
leaving merchants with few 
alternatives.

Oregon lawmakers have an 
opportunity to provide some 
relief. One commonsense 
reform would be to prohibit 
credit card companies from 
charging “swipe fees” on 
gratuities. While Oregon 
businesses don’t face the 
additional challenge of paying 
processing fees on sales taxes, 
we still pay them on tips 
intended for our employees. 
Businesses shouldn’t have 
to pay a fee on money they 
don’t actually keep.

The credit card industry 
argues that separating por-
tions of transactions would 
be difficult. But the payments 
system already identifies dif-
ferent components of transac-
tions for accounting purposes. 
This small tweak would 
require an operational adjust-
ment, not rebuilding the entire 
payments ecosystem.

Congress can also address 
the lack of competition in the 
credit card market. The bipar-
tisan Credit Card Competition 
Act would require large card-
issuing banks to provide a 
second processing network 
beyond Visa or Mastercard. 
Giving merchants a choice 
could create natural competi-
tion over “swipe fees,” con-
tributing to savings as high as 
$17 billion annually for con-
sumers and businesses alike.

Oregon Sens. Ron Wyden 
and Jeff Merkley could sup-
port that effort federally, 
while state lawmakers pursue 
reforms that can provide 
relief here at home.

If Oregon is serious about 
becoming more competitive 
and helping small businesses 
succeed, reducing excessive 
credit card “swipe fees” is a 
practical place to start. Even 
modest reforms would allow 
more of every dollar spent 
at a local business to stay in 
that business, as well as in the 
community it serves.

Frank Squillo is the co-
owner of Wanda’s Cafe + 
Bakery in Nehalem, Oregon.

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/09/02/oregon-
small-businesses-deserve-a-
break-from-steep-credit-card-
fees/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

LIBRARY
From page 5

SUCCESS
From page 1

HONOR
From page 1

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, 
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofi ng Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofi ng and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.855.626.1990

CALL TODAY!  1.855.626.1990

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

trust the organization and 
believe in the work being 
done. “We are so grateful 

to everyone who supports 
PAWS and our mission,” she 
said.

People who receive assis-
tance often express deep grat-
itude, especially those who 
could not otherwise afford 
spay or neuter procedures. 

PAWS partners with several 
clinics in the region includ-
ing Cottage Grove Veterinary 
Clinic, Forest Valley Clinic, 
Creswell Veterinary Clinic, 
South Willamette Veterinary 
Clinic, Main Street Spay and 
Neuter Clinic(Springfield) 

and the Eugene Spay 
and Neuter Clinic. All of 
these clinics accept PAWS 
vouchers.

The organization’s outreach 
has also extended beyond 
Cottage Grove. Volunteers 
have attended community 
events in Drain, offering 
information and vouchers to 
residents who are working 
to establish their own animal 
welfare nonprofit.

Without volunteers, noth-
ing would happen. PAWS 
identity is shaped by the 
people who give their time, 
energy and compassion to the 
cause. Volunteers distribute 

information, help residents 
navigate the voucher process, 
assist with trapping feral cats, 
and educate neighbors about 
responsible pet care. Their 
presence in the community at 
events, on social media, and 
in everyday conversations has 
become one of PAWS stron-
gest tools for change.

PAWS spay and neuter 
assistance program remains 
its most impactful service. 
Every voucher used means 
fewer unwanted animals and 
fewer litters born into unsafe 
conditions. The organization 
also supports feral cat colo-
nies. In one case, a resident 

had been feeding a group of 
wild cats but could not afford 
to have them altered. PAWS 
stepped in to cover the cost. 
Today, that colony is stable 
and no kittens are dying in 
his yard.

PAWS provides live traps 
to residents who need them 
and encourages trap neuter 
return as a humane way to 
manage feral populations. 
“We can assist with live traps 
for feral cats,” Overholser 
said. “We want to get them 
all altered.” Volunteers say 
these small interventions pre-
vent suffering and reduce the 
number of animals competing 
for food and shelter.

As PAWS enters its third 
year, the board hopes to reach 
more residents who need help 
but have not yet reached out. 
Their goals include increas-
ing the number of vouchers 
used, expanding feral colony 
support and strengthen-
ing partnerships with local 
clinics and neighboring 
communities.

PAWS also relies on regu-
lar sales as a steady revenue 
source to fund spay and neu-
ter assistance. The next sale 
is scheduled for Sept. 24–26. 
Thursday-Friday hours are 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
United Methodist Church, 
334 Washington Ave.

For a small volunteer run 
nonprofit, PAWS has already 
made a measurable differ-
ence. Fewer stray kittens. 
Fewer suffering animals. 
More neighbors helping 
neighbors. And a growing 
network of volunteers com-
mitted to making Cottage 
Grove and its surrounding 
communities safer and health-
ier for pets.

One voucher, one colony, 
one conversation at a time, 
PAWS is proving that local 
action can change the land-
scape of animal welfare.

Who We Are is a frequent 
Sentinel feature highlighting 
the people in our community.

living the kind of memories 
that would last a lifetime. 
They were simply young, fast 
and free, part of a small town 
where everyone knew every-
one and the future still felt 
full of possibility.

On Sept. 17, 50-plus years 
later, those same boys will 
board the South Willamette 
Valley Honor Flight together 
in Eugene. Not as racers this 
time, but as veterans. Not as 
teenagers chasing speed, but 
as men traveling for the first 
time to the places that hold 
the names, stories and sacri-
fices of their generation.
A MISSION OF MEMORY

Founded as part of the 
national Honor Flight 
Network, the South 
Willamette Valley Honor 
Flight program, in partner-
ship with Alaska Airlines, 
brings veterans to the nation’s 
capital to visit the memori-
als built in their honor. Its 
primary purpose is to ensure 
veterans are not left behind 
— especially those who 
might never make the trip on 
their own.

Mike Pungercar, the 
founder of South Willamette 
Valley Honor Flight, said he 

organized the hub to honor 
his father. He said the mis-
sion is simple: “Our goal is to 
make sure every veteran has 
the chance to see the memori-
als that honor their service. 
Many of them would never 
be able to make this trip on 
their own.”

This fall’s Honor Flight 
includes 59 veterans, accom-
panied by guardians, leader-
ship, media and medical 
staff. In total, 137 people will 
travel together to Washington, 
D.C. Veterans are selected 
in the order applications are 
received, with priority given 
to Korean War and Vietnam 
War veterans. The waiting list 
is long — often years — but 
the purpose remains steady: 
connection, remembrance and 
gratitude.

The itinerary includes 
visits to the World War 
II Memorial, Korean War 
Memorial, Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial, Arlington 
National Cemetery and sev-
eral guided tours designed to 
give veterans time to reflect, 
remember and reconnect.

SEVEN LOCAL 
VETERANS

Among the 59 veterans on 
this Honor Flight are seven 
from South Lane County — 
three from Cottage Grove 
and four from Creswell. Of 
the seven South Lane County 

veterans traveling on this 
Honor Flight, five agreed to 
a Sentinel interview.

For Larry Watkins and 
Ralph Weeldreyer, the trip 
carries a quiet, full circle 
significance. Their paths 
diverged after high school. 
Larry joined the Air Force, 
Ralph went into the Army, 
and life carried them in dif-
ferent directions. They didn’t 
stay close, but they never 
forgot each other.

Larry served from 1968 to 
1972, working on B 52s, KC 
135 tankers and Hound Dog 
missile engines. “One of the 
highlights of my service was 
securing an SR 71 spy plane 
and putting it in the hangar 
to do some work on it,” he 
said. “That was pretty neat.”

Ralph served from 1969 
to 1970 as a radio teletype 
section chief on the demilita-
rized zone separating North 
and South Korea, and said 
he is looking forward to 
one stop in particular. “I’m 
looking forward to visiting 
the Vietnam War Memorial. 
A couple of my high school 
classmates died in combat. 
A young guy from Cottage 
Grove I went through basic 
training with was killed 
in Vietnam after only two 
months. I’ll be looking espe-
cially for his name on the 
wall.”

Their stories are differ-
ent, but their roots are the 
same. And now, after half a 
century, they will walk the 
streets of our nation’s capital 
together — two old friends 
who once raced motorcycles 
and mounted tires at Glenn’s, 
now standing shoulder to 
shoulder on a journey neither 
expected to take together.

FIVE VOICES, ONE 
JOURNEY

The other veterans inter-
viewed for this story bring 
their own reflections, each 
shaped by service, time and 
perspective.

Gary Rider, United States 
Air Force (1969–1990), is 
eager to see the memorials 
he missed on his first trip to 
Washington. “I haven’t had 
the opportunity to see the 
World War II Memorial, so 
that is going to be new and 
exciting for me,” he said. 
He also looks forward to the 
shared experience. “It’s prob-
ably going to be emotional 
for some of us, especially 
remembering the trip I made 
there with my wife a few 
years ago.”

Farley Breest, United 
States Navy Reserve 
(Vietnam 1967–1968), said 
the timing of the trip matters. 
“As you get older you lose 
your ability to get around,” 
he said. “If I had gone any 

later it would’ve been more 
difficult for me.” His previ-
ous visit to Washington was 
self guided. “The last time I 
was there I was on my own, 
so I look forward to having a 
guided tour.”

Fritz Dygert, United States 
Air Force (1968–1988), 
spent his career ensuring 
aviators could breathe at 
50,000 feet. 

“I was making sure they 
could breathe to fly their B 
52s and KC 135s over to 
Vietnam,” he said. Although 
he wasn’t deployed to 
Vietnam himself, he plans 
to stand in support of those 
who were. His message to 
the community is simple: “If 
you see someone who has 
served in the military, tell 
them, ‘Welcome home and 
thank you for your sacrifice,’ 
because a lot of young men 
and women lost their inno-
cence while serving.”

Honor Flight trips are 
often described as emotional, 
healing or reflective — but 
for small towns like Cottage 
Grove and Creswell, they 
are also communal. These 
veterans are neighbors, class-
mates, coworkers and famil-
iar faces at grocery stores 
and community events. Their 
stories are woven into the 
fabric of the region.

For some, the trip is a 
chance to see memorials 
they’ve never visited. For 
others, it is a return to places 
tied to memories of friends 
lost long ago. For all of 
them, it is a moment to stand 
together — not as isolated 
veterans, but as part of a 
shared history.

And for two old motor-
cycle racers from Cottage 
Grove, it is something more: 
a quiet, unexpected full cir-
cle moment. A reminder that 
friendships formed in youth 
can echo across decades. 
A chance to walk side by 
side along the black granite 
Vietnam Memorial, carrying 
the names of classmates, the 
weight of service and the 
gratitude of a community 
that still remembers.

On the morning of Sept. 
17, seven South Lane 
County veterans will join 
52 other veterans who are 
traveling east not just to see 
monuments but to honor the 
stories behind them. 

Their journey is a testa-
ment to memory, sacrifice 
and the enduring ties of two 
small towns that continue to 
send their sons and daughters 
into military service — and 
welcome them home with 
pride.

our special summer of read-
ing we threw a whiz bang 
of a party! Giant bubbles, 
music and dancing, hula 
hoops, streamers, games, 
snacks, and of course, pizza 
were such a fun way to end 
the summer. Getting to hand 
out the grand prizes and 
congratulate all our amazing 
readers and participants was 
the perfect way to end the 
party. Shout out to Carolyn 
who read the most out of 
everyone and won one of our 
grand prizes!

Summer reading starts 
mid-June each year and goes 
to mid/end of August. I’m 
not sure people realize how 
much planning goes into 
each summer. Librarians 

start planning for next year’s 
program almost as soon 
as this year is ending! By 
coming to each program, 
tracking and logging minutes 
read, and visiting the library 
it makes it all worthwhile 
for us. 

The community logged 
91,868 minutes read. You 
really showed up for us this 
summer and our program 
numbers were better than 
last year. So, thank you to 
those who participated. We 
really appreciate our patrons 
from the bottom of hearts. 
You are the reason we do 
what we do and love doing 
it! Remember, visit your 
local library! 

Sincerely, the Cottage 
Grove Public Library.

Clarena Pinckney is the 
Cottage grove Public Library 
Youth Services Librarian.

Sheriff’s Tip of the Week
LINCOLN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

School is back in session, and you 
may be seeing more traffic, students 
walking or biking, and busses on the 
road.

Drivers have a responsibility to 
stop for school buses displaying red 
flashing lights. Because buses are 
large vehicles, it is very difficult to 
see around them. The outcome of 
illegally passing a school bus can be 
devastating for children and drivers.

Law enforcement agencies receive 
reports each year from bus driv-
ers and community members about 
motorists failing to stop for school 
buses. With nearly 6,000 school 
buses operating in the State of 
Oregon, motorists need to be alert.

When a bus is flashing amber 
lights, motorists should prepare to 
stop. When the red lights begin to 
flash, motorists traveling in both 
directions must stop before reaching 

the bus and must remain stopped 
until the red lights are turned off. 
The same rules apply to church or 
work buses equipped with amber 
and red flashing lights. Be aware 
when following any type of bus, it 
may make frequent stops.

Oregon law requires motorists to 
stop whenever the red lights on a 
school bus are flashing, regardless 
of the direction they are traveling. 
The law applies to any roadway with 
two or more lanes of traffic, includ-
ing multi-lane highways such as 
Highway 101.

The only exception to the law is 
for divided highways with two roads 
separated by an unpaved median 
strip or barrier.

In this case, only drivers on the 
same side of the road as the bus 
must stop. A painted median strip or 
a center lane used only for left turns 
does not create two separate lanes. 

Where this situation exists, all lanes 
of traffic must stop.

By staying alert and following 
traffic laws, you reduce the risk of 
traffic crashes and pedestrian injuries 
in our community. Please do your 
part to make our roads safe.

For more information and tips 
visit  www.lincolncountysheriff.net 
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
700

MISC SERVICES

706 
ESTATE SALE

Reduce • 
Recycle •

Reuse

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

Estate/Moving Sale..2nd Round. 9a-2p 
Fri/Sat 9/18,19 115 South 3rd, Creswell. 

More added. Books, household, gen-
erator, art, Alaskana, lumber, garden, 

shop. No kids stuff.

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

Deadline 
For 

Classfieds, 

Legal ads 

and 

Obituaries 

is the 

Wednesday 

prior to 

publication 

date

CGS26-148 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Tyra 
Potter has been appointed Trustee of the 
Potter Family Revocable Trust, whereas 
Tina Marie Potter and Timothy Dean Potter 
are the settlors of the trust. All persons hav-
ing claims against the trust are required to 
present them within four months from the 
date of the first publication of this Notice 
to the Trustee at Willamette NW Law 
Firm, LLC, 735 W. 7th Avenue, Eugene, 
OR 97402, or they may be barred. Any 
person whose rights may be affected by 
these proceedings may obtain additional 
information from the Trustee or from the 
Trustee’s attorney. DATED and first Pub-
lished: 09-09-2026. /s/ Tyra Potter, Trustee. 
09/09/26, 09/16/26, 09/23/26
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Name: __________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________

VOTE NOW!
NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE SOUTH 

LANE COUNTY BUSINESSES

AUG. 4 TO 
SEPT. 7

Go online today: www.cgsentinel.com/ballot to vote!
MUST VOTE IN MINIMUM OF 15 CATEGORIES

The top two nominations will be named first and second place in 
each category. The most votes determine placement. 

Only one ballot per reader. Duplicate ballots will not be counted. 
Ballots from Cottage Grove newspaper only, photo copies will not be accepted.

AUTOMOTIVE
ATV STORE
ATV RENTAL 
AUTO DETAIL
AUTO PARTS / ACCESSORIES
AUTO REPAIR
CAR WASH
OIL CHANGE
RV REPAIR
TIRE SERVICE

COMMUNITY
EARLY CHILD LEARNING
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
PLACE TO WORK
PLACE TO WORSHIP
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
SERVICE CLUB
SUPPORT GROUP
YOUTH ORGANIZATION

DRINKS
BAR
BARTENDER
BLOODY MARY
COCKTAIL
COFFEE
CRAFT BREW
HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITA
SMOOTHIE
TEA
WINE SELECTION

ENTERTAINMENT
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
GOLF COURSE
INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
MUSICIAN / DJ
MUSEUM
PARK
PERFORMANCE VENUE
PERFORMING ARTS GROUP

FOOD & DINING
APPETIZER / SMALL PLATE
ASIAN CUISINE
BREAKFAST
BURGER
BURRITO
CHOWDER
DESSERT
FOOD TRUCK
MEXICAN CUISINE
PIZZA
RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT SERVICE
SALAD
SALSA
SANDWICHES
SEAFOOD
STEAK
SUSHI
TACO
VEGETARIAN / VEGAN

HOME SERVICES
CARPET CLEANING
CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICIAN
ESTATE LIQUIDATOR
FLOORING
HANDYMAN
HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOUSE CLEANING
HVAC / HEAT & AIR
INTERNET SERVICE
LANDSCAPING 
PAINTING
PEST CONTROL
PLUMBING
ROOFING
SELF-STORAGE
WINDOWS

PET
PET BOARDING
PET GROOMER
PET SUPPLIES
PET TRAINER
VETERINARIAN (LOCAL)
VETERINARIAN OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY
BANK
BANK TELLER
COMPUTER HELP / REPAIR
FINANCIAL PLANNER
INSURANCE OFFICE
INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL
MORTGAGE LENDING
PHOTOGRAPHER
PROPERTY MANAGER
REAL ESTATE AGENT
REAL ESTATE OFFICE
SHIPPING SERVICES
TITLE COMPANY

SHOP LOCAL
ANTIQUES
APPLIANCES
ART GALLERY
ART SUPPLIES
BOOKS
BOUTIQUE
CLOTHING
FURNITURE
GARDEN NURSERY
GIFTS
HOME DECOR
HOME IMPROVEMENT
JEWELRY
KIDS CLOTHING
MATTRESS
THRIFT STORE

WELLNESS & BEAUTY
ACUPUNCTURE
BARBERSHOP
DAY SPA
DENTAL OFFICE
DENTIST
ESTHETICIAN
EYE CARE
HAIR SALON
HAIR STYLIST
HEARING SPECIALIST
MANICURE / PEDICURIST
MASSAGE
MEDICAL FACILITY
MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL
NAIL SALON
PERSONAL TRAINER
PHARMACY
TANNING SALON
TATTOO PARLOR
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