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Courtesy from the City of Cottage Grove
Ward 2 Councilor Randell 
Lammerman resigned from 
the Council at the Sept. 28 
meeting citing family rea-
sons.

Lammerman 
resigns from 
City Council

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The announcement at Monday 
night’s City Council meeting came 
as a surprise to many in the room. 

At the start of the Sept. 28 meet-
ing, Council President Greg Ervin 
said Councilor Randall Lammerman 
had submitted a letter of resignation. 

Lammerman was appointed to the 
Ward 2 seat on Sept. 23, 2024, to fill 
a vacancy created when Jon Stinnett 
resigned and moved out of the com-
munity. He then won election on 
Nov. 5, 2024, securing the seat for 
a four year term scheduled to run 
through December 2028. His resig-
nation now leaves the remainder of 
that term open for council action.

The Council voted at its Sept. 
28 meeting to formally declare the 
seat vacant. City Attorney Carrie 
Connelly told councilors the 70 day 
window for candidates to appear on 
the Nov. 3 general election ballot 
has already passed. City staff will 
now issue a call for Ward 2 residents 
to apply, with the Council expected 
to appoint a replacement. The 
appointed councilor will serve until 
the next general election in 2027, 
completing the remainder of the term 
ending in December 2028.

Lammerman said family reasons 
prompted his decision to step down. 
In an official statement provided 
to The Sentinel, he wrote, “To my 
neighbors and friends in Ward 2, 
serving as your councilor has been 
an honor I’ll always carry with me. 
For personal family reasons I must 
step away from this role. Please 
know I remain grateful for your 
trust, your voices, and your care for 
our community. I leave with deep 
respect and warm regards.”

CELL TOWER 
DECISION APPEALED

The controversial cell phone tower 
proposed for the City’s Industrial 
Park is now headed to the state’s 
Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) 
after two residents filed challenges 
to the City Council’s approval of 
the application. The Council voted 
to uphold the application at its Aug. 
27 meeting, clearing the way for 
Verizon to construct a 100 foot tower 
on a parcel bordering Sweet Lane 
residential properties on the south 
edge of the city.

The approval immediately drew 
objections from nearby residents 
who argued the tower’s location 
would create significant visual 
impacts and conflict with surround-
ing land uses. In their filings to 

Historic District bustles with Fall events
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove’s Historic District 
saw one of its busiest days of 
the year on the last Saturday of 
September as Oktoberfest, the South 
Valley Farmers Market Fall Festival 
and the Cottage Grove Community 
Cookoff combined to create a full 
district celebration. 

Organizers said turnout exceeded 
expectations, with crowds stretching 
along Main Street from 5th Street 
to Highway 99 and on Washington 
Avenue between 5th and 7th streets. 
Businesses reported steady foot traf-
fic throughout the day.

OKTOBERFEST
This year’s expanded Oktoberfest 

footprint was the result of months 
of planning by a team that included 
15 businesses and 18 individual vol-
unteers. Emily McDaniel of Coast 
Fork Brewing, one of the event’s 
lead organizers, said the response 
was immediate once the festival 
opened. She said one of the big-
gest successes was seeing the entire 
downtown function as a unified 
festival space.

“We were thrilled to see the 
newly renovated downtown crowded 
with community members,” 
McDaniel said. “The energy was 
extremely positive both from busi-
ness owners and visitors.”

Organizers spent months design-
ing the layout but weren’t sure how 
it would feel once crowds arrived, 
she said. The integration worked, 
and the festival’s mix of vendors, 
music, family activities, three beer 
gardens and new additions such as 
the Duck Game Watch Party helped 
keep visitors engaged throughout 
the day.

Looking ahead, McDaniel said 
organizers hope to continue building 
Oktoberfest into a signature Cottage 
Grove tradition.

FARMERS MARKET
The South Valley Farmers Market 

anchored the morning hours with 
its Fall Festival. Market represen-
tative Richard Sedlock said the 
event featured 53 vendors plus 16 

downtown shops, far more than the 
market’s typical Saturday average of 
30 vendors. Regular vendors were 
distributed throughout downtown 
and mixed with drop in booths, shop 
owners and sponsor tables, creating 
a broader footprint than usual.

Sedlock said the market’s infor-
mation booth at 7th and Main 
helped both regular customers and 
new visitors navigate the expanded 
layout.

“Day of comments seemed 
very positive from both shoppers 

and vendors,” he said. “Some 
regular customers were briefly 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove 
Sentinel 

(Top) Beef-loving crowds 
lined up to support South 
Valley Athletics. (Bottom) 
The Valancy Family shows 
their Oktoberfest spirit.

Community steps up as preparedness gaps grow
CINDY WEELDRYER

Cottage Grove Sentinel 

Cottage Grove officials say the 
community remains vulnerable 
heading into fall and winter hazards, 
with aging emergency plans, limited 
CERT training, and strained agency 
resources leaving gaps that volun-
teers may be best positioned to fill. 

As wildfire seasons grow longer, 
storms intensify, and infrastructure 
challenges persist, local leaders 
are urging residents to take a more 
active role in readiness—because in 
a major disaster, help may not arrive 
quickly.

That reality motivated long-
time volunteer and Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
trained responder Andrew Elliott 
to launch the Cottage Grove 
Community Preparedness Initiative 
(CGCPI), a grassroots effort 
designed to strengthen neighbor-
hood level readiness and support the 
City’s Emergency Operations Plan 
(EOP). After South Lane Fire and 
Rescue discontinued CERT training 
due to budget constraints, Elliott 
said he saw a widening gap between 
what agencies can realistically pro-
vide and what residents assume will 
be available during a crisis.

“People think emergency services 
will be there right away,” Elliott 
said. “But in a large-scale disaster, 
they’re overwhelmed almost imme-
diately. Communities have to be 
ready to help themselves and each 
other.”

The Cottage Grove resident com-
pleted CERT training more than a 
decade ago and later appeared in 
OPB’s documentary Unprepared, 
which examined Oregon’s vulner-
ability to major disasters. Over the 

years, he continued volunteering 
with local agencies and nonprofits, 
eventually recognizing that Cottage 
Grove needed a more structured, 
community driven approach—one 
that didn’t rely solely on agency 
staffing or budgets.

CGCPI formed earlier this year 
with support from the Woodard 
Family Foundation and in partner-
ship with the Row River Valley 
Community Project. The program 
focuses on practical, accessible 

training for residents, starting with 
the “Be 2 Weeks Ready” campaign, 
which teaches households how to 
assemble supplies, plan communi-
cation strategies, and prepare for 
extended disruptions. Elliott said 
the goal is to build a pipeline of 
volunteers who can eventually take 
on more advanced roles, includ-
ing neighborhood response teams 
aligned with the City’s EOP.

“We’re not replacing emergency 
services,” Elliott said. “We’re rein-
forcing them. We’re giving people 
the skills and confidence to act 
when every minute counts.”

CITY IDENTIFIES KEY 
VULNERABILITIES AHEAD 

OF WINTER
City Public Works Director Faye 

Stewart agrees that community 
involvement is essential. Stewart 
said the City’s EOP, last formally 
updated in 2016, remains functional 
but needs modernization to reflect 
current hazards, technology, and 
infrastructure realities. Portions of 
the plan have been updated through 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The January 2024 Ice Storm destroyed many trees in Coiner 
Park.
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The police blotter 
relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 21

01:05: Warrant service, 
1300 block E. Main St.

06:04: Trespass, 1600 
block S. 4th St.

07:38: Theft, R/Main
08:00: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

10:57: Fraud, 1600 
block E. Gibbs Ave.

11:00: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 400 block Monroe 
Ave.

13:00: Juvenile trouble, 
Hwy 99/Saginaw

13:11: Theft, 1500 
block E. Main St.

15:05: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

16:51: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1800 block W. Main 
St.

18:59: Agency assist, 
1100 block Hwy 99

19:13: Welfare check, 
Hillside/Taylor

22:02: Fire, 77000 
block S. 6th St.

22:54: Trespass, 1000 
block E. Main St.

22:59: Illegal camping, 
200 block N. 12th St.

23:59: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

TUESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 22

01:29: Suspicious con-
dition, 900 block N. 16th 
St.

04:55: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

06:17: Wedged dog – 
released unharmed, 1000 
block W. Main St.

07:18: Hit and run, 900 
block E. Main St.

09:09: Hit and run, 
1500 block Hwy 99

12:29: Disturbance, 
1500 block E. Main St.

14:03: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

14:59: Assault, 500 
block Grant Ave.

17:54: Firearm purchase 
denial, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

19:50: Suicidal subject, 
1900 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

20:34: Alarm, 1900 
block S. 4th St.

21:42: Suicidal subject, 
400 block E. Main St.

22:45: Warrant service, 
Crestview/Whiteaker

WEDNESDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 23

01:07: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

01:23: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

05:17: Motor vehicle 
crash, Mosby Creek/
Center

08:07: Agency assist, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:55: Disturbance, 200 
block S. River Rd.

11:29: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Pennoyer/99

11:37: Suicidal subject, 
200 block S. 3rd St.

12:18: Theft, 1600 
block Curry Ave.

13:49: Found property, 
N. Douglas/Chamberlain

14:20: Juvenile trouble, 
700 block Hwy 99

14:41: Hit and run, 
Grocery Outlet

15:17: Juvenile trouble, 
1900 block W. Harrison 
Ave.

16:17: Mental subject, 
200 block S. 3rd St.

16:18: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

16:21: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1500 block Village 
Dr.

17:17: Theft, 200 block 
S. 3rd St.

17:47: Disturbance, 
1100 block E. Harrison 
Ave.

17:58: Barking dog, 900 
block South T Ct.

18:53: Disturbance, 
76000 block London Rd.

22:47: Nuisance, 1300 
block E. Main St.

THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 24

03:14: Suspicious 
vehicle, 900 block Row 
River Rd.

03:32: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

04:02: Repo, 1400 
block Clark Ave.

09:21: Trespass, 100 
block S. 7th St.

10:13: Suspicious sub-
ject, 400 block E. Main 
St.

10:25: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 200 block S. 13th St.

10:29: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1300 block N. 
19th St.

11:17: Criminal mis-
chief, 2600 block E. Main 
St.

12:51: Disturbance, 200 
block S. 3rd St.

14:13: Harassment, 500 
block Grant Ave.

15:06: Welfare check, 
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

15:38: Welfare check, 
200 block S. 3rd St.

16:00: Welfare check, 
100 block S. 17th St.

17:06: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

17:12: Disturbance, 
1500 block S. 4th St.

17:35: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block S. 13th St.

19:36: Disorderly sub-
ject, 900 block Row River 
Rd.

20:03: Trespass, 1600 
block Samuel Dr.

FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 25

00:08: Shots fired, J/
Chestnut

03:20: Death investiga-
tion, 400 block Landess 
Rd.

10:39: Disturbance, 300 
block E. Madison Ave.

11:48: Assault, 8th/
Harrison

14:46: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

15:37: Juvenile trouble, 
1400 block Madison Ave.

15:59: Motor vehicle 
crash, 80000 block Hwy 
99

16:07: Harassment, 300 
block E. Monroe Ave.

18:47: Disturbance, 
87000 block Territorial 
Hwy

18:56: Hit and run, 300 
block North J St.

19:29: Disturbance, 700 
block S. 8th St.

20:54: Trespass, 900 
block Gateway Blvd.

21:57: Suspicious sub-
ject, 100 block N. 6th St.

SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 26

02:01: Suspicious con-
dition, 1800 block E. 
Main St.

10:09: Trespass, 1000 
block E. Main St.

10:58: Criminal mis-
chief, Sweet/99

13:21: Disturbance, 
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

14:08: Agency assist, 
100 block S. 6th St.

14:15: Motor vehicle 
crash, 5th/Washington

15:20: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 14th St.

17:43: Theft, 1900 
block W. Harrison Ave.

18:32: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block N. 16th St.

21:52: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 600 block N. 10th St.

22:52: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Palmer 
Ave.

23:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 27

00:54: Disturbance, 200 
block S. 16th St.

01:00: Alarm, 100 block 
Palmer Ave.

13:34: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

13:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

17:24: Found property, 
1400 block Daugherty 
Ave.

18:53: Suspicious sub-
ject, 78000 block Cedar 
Park Rd.

19:45: Disturbance, 600 
block Row River Rd.

20:04: Warrant service, 
2300 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

cgsentinel.com
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Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

Police Beat

Blotter

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Small plane crashes near Cottage Grove
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The pilot of a small 
plane that crashed in rural 
Lane County suffered 
minor injuries, accord-
ing to the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO).

The LCSO received a 
report of the plane crash 
in the 79800 Block of 
Sears Road, northeast 
of Cottage Grove, at 
approximately 12:10 p.m. 
Sept. 27. 

“The caller was a 
passerby who reported 
observing a person sit-
ting in a field next to an 
airplane,” LCSO Sgt. Levi 
McKenny said.  “Fire 
personal with South Lane 
Fire and Rescue arrived 

first and treated the pilot. 
Thankfully the pilot suf-
fered only minor injuries”

The investigation 
revealed the pilot was 
alone in the downed 
plane. The aircraft was 
being followed by another 
aviator who witnessed the 
event. Deputies relayed 
what they learned to the 
National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) 
and the investigation is 
ongoing.

Specific details of what 
caused the craft to crash, 
and the identification of 
the pilot, were not imme-
diately available. 

This is the second plane 
crash in Oregon in the 
past several days. On 

Sept. 21, a small plane 
crashed into the ocean 
west of Newport. The 
pilot, a 78-year-old former 
Newport City Councilor, 
was missing following 
that crash. 

An extensive search by 
the U.S. Coast Guard and 
other first responders was 
discontinued several hours 
later after no success in 
finding the pilot. 

Courtesy photo
The pilot was able to 
escape this crash with 
only minor injuries.

It’s not over yet, fire season still ongoing
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Oregon 
Department of Forestry’s 
(ODF) Western Lane and 
South Cascade Districts 
and the Lane Fire 
Defense Board (LFDB) 
have issued a fire sea-
son advisory for Lane 
County.

There is no fixed date 
when fire season will 
end, but the ODF and 
LFDB advisory states 
that current conditions 
suggest the fire season 
could run until mid-
October at the earliest.

The end of fire season 
is based on factors like 
rainfall, temperatures, 
and fuel moisture return-
ing to safe levels. Until 
the end of fire season, all 
backyard debris burning, 
regulated by the Lane 
Regional Air Protection 
Agency (LRAPA), 
remains prohibited for all 
of Lane County.

This summer was one 
of Oregon’s most severe 
fire seasons on record, 
with more than 2.5 mil-
lion acres burned state-
wide. Recent rain and 
cooler temperatures have 
lowered the wildfire risk; 

however, there is not 
significant precipitation 
expected in the extended 
weather forecast, the 
advisory cautions.

“The rain in September 
was very welcomed 
given the record-
breaking fire season. 
However, we will need 
more precipitation and 
better fuel conditions to 
end fire season,” ODF 
Western Lane District 
Forester Ole Buch said. 
“Restrictions associated 
with fire season are in 

place as a fire prevention 
tool to protect Oregon’s 
natural resources and 
communities.”

Outdoor yard debris 
burning is always pro-
hibited during an active 
fire season, even when 
fire danger is rated low. 
Residents who start a 
wildfire in Oregon can 
be held responsible for 
the cost of putting it out.

“Some people have 
the misperception that 
Oct. 1 is a hard start date 
for backyard burning,” 
LRAPA Public Affairs 
Manager Matt Sorensen 
said. “It’s not — Oct. 1 
is simply the earliest pos-
sible date LRAPA’s rules 
allow. Wildfire smoke is 
the number one driver of 
poor air quality, and it 
only takes one escaped 
fire to cause really bad 
air quality impacts. 

That’s why ODF, the 
Lane Fire Defense 
Board, and LRAPA are 
asking everyone to be 
patient and wait for the 
end of fire season.”

The ODF and the 
Lane Fire Defense Board 
advisory states that the 
exact date for the end of 
fire season will be made 
public as soon as it is 
determined.

Even after fire season 
officially ends, residents 
should check local fire 
restrictions and fire dan-
ger levels (http://www.
oregon.gov/odf/fire/
pages/restrictions.aspx) 
before lighting any fire, 
the advisory urges.

Wildfire prevention
best practices:

• Outdoor yard debris 
burning remains the 
number one cause of 
human-caused fires in 

Oregon and is prohibited 
during fire season. Cover 
your pile and wait until 
fire season is declared 
over before burning. 
A dry, covered pile is 
cleaner and safer to burn 
in the late fall and win-
ter. Visit beforeyouburn.
net for real-time updates 
on burning regula-
tions and safe burning 
practices.

• Never leave a fire 
unattended.

• Make sure your fire 
is OUT COLD. Drown it 
with water, stir the ashes, 
and repeat the process 
until it is cold to touch. 
Any warmth means it 
can reignite later.

For real-time burning 
regulations, visit befo-
reyouburn.net. For more 
wildfire prevention tips, 
visit keeporegongreen.
org.
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Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

Community Calendar

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

OCTOBER 7
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing.

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

• Board Game Night with 
Ayla. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle.

OCTOBER 8
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley Church 
of Christ, Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Community 
Center.

• Bread Club. 5–7 p.m. CG 
Public Market.

• Emergency Preparedness 
Class. 5–7 p.m. Adventist 
Church. 820 S. 10th St. $15

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• LB and Friends 
(Americana). 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery.

• Stone Hart (rock). 6–8 
p.m. The Public (CG Public 
Market).

• Open Mic Night. 7–9:30 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle. Sign Up 
begins at 6:30 p.m.

• Cottage Theatre Play: 
“The Addams Family 
Musical”. Performances: 
Thu–Sat at 7:30 pm and Sun 
at 2:30 pm.

   Tickets: $32 adults/$20 
students at www.cottageth-
eatre.org.

OCTOBER 9
• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 

Public Library.
• Bohemia Gold Mining 

Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• American Legion Bingo. 
5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Fundraising 
Dinner: Ham or Pasta Dinner. 
5–6:30 p.m. $12

• Definite Maybe (genre?). 
Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. 6–9 p.m.

• Long Distance Bluegrass 
(string band). 6–9 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery.

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Sassafras! (folk rock/
Americana). 8–10 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle.

OCTOBER 10

• Share Fair. 9 a.m. 1133 
E. Main St.

• AARP Fraud Fighter 
Workshop. 9 a.m.–Noon, 
Community Center.

• Library/Community 
Volunteer Fair. 10 a.m.–2 
p.m. Community Center.

• South Valley Farmers 
Market. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 7th 
and Main Street.

• KNND Fall Alligator 
Auction. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 
1400AM. Call 541-942-2468 
for Bidder#.

• Cottage Grove Museum. 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• 2nd Annual Harvest Fest. 
2–6 p.m. The Public (CG 
Public Market). 923 E. Main 
St.

• Inner Limits 
(Contemporary). 6–9 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery.

• Kegs of Comedy: Jake 
Woodmansee. 8–10 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle.

OCTOBER 11
• Cottage Grove Museum. 

1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• The Regulars 
(Americana). 1–3 p.m. 
Covered Bridge Brewery

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

• Wes Urbaniak and The 
Mountain Folk (folk). 7–8 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle $12-$15

OCTOBER 12
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Community Center.

OCTOBER 13
• Ukulele Club. (for adults) 

9 a.m. CG Public Library.
• Bilingual Story Time. 5 

p.m. CG Public Library.
• History Pub. 5–7 p.m. 

Axe & Fiddle. Topic: 
Woodard Mill Log Flume

• Trinity Lutheran Free 
TakeOut Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

• Trivia & Games with 
Gerald and Cribbage with 
Ted. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

• Liana Gabel and the 
Human Beings (folk). 8– 10 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Sunrise along the Weeldreyer Hill at Cottage 
Grove. 

Volunteer Fair showcases opportunities for community service
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

This Saturday’s Cottage 
Grove Public Library 
Volunteer Fair offers resi-
dents of all ages a chance to 
learn more about local orga-
nizations seeking like-minded 
volunteers to support their 
missions. 

The Oct. 10 event runs 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Community Center Reception 
Hall, 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
Attendees can visit tables 
hosted by each participating 
group to learn about ongoing 
projects, upcoming events 
and ways to get involved.

Librarians Mary Love and 
Clarena Pinckney coordinated 
the fair in response to a City 

Council directive encouraging 
greater volunteer engagement 
in library operations. They 
expanded the idea to include 
all community organizations.

“We are hoping that this 
year we can build a better 
contact list with organizations 
and make the volunteer fair 
a tradition,” Love said. “We 
have been excited to do more 
community outreach to try 
and help build back Cottage 
Grove’s volunteer culture.”

As of press time, par-
ticipating organizations 
include: The Genealogical 
Society, Community Sharing 
Educational Garden, Cottage 
Grove Museum, League of 
Women Voters, Lane County 
History Museum, SMART 

Reading, Cottage Grove 
Community Preparedness 
Initiative, Friends of the 
Cottage Grove Public Library, 
South Valley Athletics, The 
Scouts, OSU Extension, 
Friends of Democracy, 
Family Relief Nursery, Row 
River Grange, Blackberry 
Food Co Op and Lions. 
Organizers say additional 
groups are welcome. To table 
at the fair, send an RSVP to 
holds@cottagegroveor.gov.

Mayor Candace Solesbee 
said volunteering remains 
one of the most meaningful 
ways to support neighbors 
and strengthen the com-
munity. She hopes younger 
residents will take part.

“We’d love to see some 
new faces, especially more 
young people,” Solesbee said. 
“Many of us grew up learn-
ing to pitch in, and I hope we 
can pass that spirit along. I 
encourage parents and grand-
parents to bring their kids 
along and help them find a 
way to get involved. Whether 
they’re creative, good with 
numbers, great at organizing 

or ready to roll up their 
sleeves, there’s a place for 
everyone — and every help-
ing hand matters.”

Pinckney said establish-
ing the fair as an annual 
event would help deepen 
connections with community 
partners.

“If we make this an annual 
event, it means by next year 
our community building 

muscles will be a lot stronger 
when it comes to contact-
ing our community partners 
and advertising,” she said. 
“With the restructuring of the 
library we have been quite 
busy learning new duties and 
skills, but we are excited to 
still be here and develop new 
ways to support our commu-
nity organizations.”

SMART Reading
seeking volunteers
SUBMITTED

For 35 years, SMART 
Reading, Oregon’s largest 
volunteer-driven literacy non-
profit, has proven that one 
hour a week can change a 
child’s life. 

Now, as the organization 
prepares to launch programs 
for the 2026-27 school year, 
Cottage Grove community 
members have an opportunity 
to step up and empower the 
next generation of readers by 
volunteering to read weekly 
with students at Harrison 
Elementary.

Since launching in 1992, 
SMART Reading has reached 
landmark milestones across 
the state, pairing over 164,000 
volunteers with more than 
357,000 Oregon children and 
putting over 5.1 million books 
directly into children’s homes. 
This year, SMART plans to 
serve 966 students and dis-
tribute nearly 7,000 books in 
Lane, Linn, and Benton coun-
ties ensuring local kids have 
the tools and support they need 
to succeed.

“For 35 years, our vol-
unteers have been the heart 
of everything we do,” says 
SMART Reading’s Regional 
Director, Leona Westdahl. 
“Sitting down with a child and 
encouraging them, helping 
them find books they love, and 
giving them an opportunity 
to practice the skills they’re 
learning in the classroom is a 
simple, but powerful way to 
set them on a path for success 
in school and beyond. Plus, 
it’s so much fun!”

Volunteer Reader 
Opportunity: Commit one hour 
a week to read with a child at 

a local school. No prior teach-
ing experience is required, and 
full training is provided.

According to the Oregon 
Department of Education, 
60% of Oregon third-graders 
are currently reading below 
grade level. Data collected 
from teachers annually consis-
tently shows that nearly 90% 
of SMART Reading partici-
pants demonstrate measurable 
growth in reading comprehen-
sion, vocabulary, motivation, 
and confidence.

To learn more about 
volunteer opportunities or 
sign up today, visit www.
SMARTReading.org/volunteer 
or call 541-600-8035.

About SMART Reading
SMART Reading is a 

statewide children’s literacy 
nonprofit celebrating 35 years 
of serving kids in Oregon’s 
highest-need schools and com-
munities. SMART delivers two 
ingredients critical for learning 
success: shared reading time 
and personal book ownership. 

By mobilizing volunteers to 
read with PreK through third-
grade students, SMART builds 
confidence, literacy skills, 
and a lifelong love of reading. 
Visit www.SMARTReading.
org or call 541-600-8035 to 
learn more.
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DEATH NOTICE

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

 
 

 
 

(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
bined with other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926, 
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, 
MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, MI 262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 
266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season

25% OFF LeafFilter*     10% Discount For 
Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+
Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate: 1-855-536-88381-855-536-8838

Promo: 285

Obituaries / News

Richard Wayne Morss, a 
longtime resident of Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, passed away 
on September 18, 2026, from 
heart failure. He was 86 years 
old.

Richard was born on June 30, 
1940, to Leon and Katherine 
Morss at Sacred Heart 
Hospital in Eugene, Oregon. 
He grew up in Dorena, 
Oregon, attending Dorena 
School before graduating 
from Cottage Grove High 
School in 1958. Upon 
graduation, he enlisted in the 
Army National Guard where 
he served and advanced to 
the rank of Sergeant. In his 
early years he worked at 
Richfield Service Station, at 
Weyerhaeuser, and at Keith 
Roberts Ford Garage. He 
attended Lane Community 
College and graduated from 
the American Institute of Banking (PCBS).

Richard began his career in banking 
with US Bank in 1967, advancing from 
collections to management. He was later 
recruited by Centennial Bank, where he rose 
to Vice President. Upon returning to Cottage 
Grove, he served as Manager and then Vice 
President for both Cottage Grove Bank 
and Western Oregon Community Bank, in 
addition to working with Umpqua Valley 
and Siuslaw Valley Banks. As a real estate 
agent, he joined his wife Mary to establish 
Western Oregon Properties, where he made 
countless contacts and lasting friendships.

A devoted community member, Richard 
was active in the Lions Club, where he 
served as President, and he also participated 

in the Elks Lodge, the Jaycees, 
and the Kiwanis Club. He had 
a gift for making friends and 
was cherished for his sense 
of humor, his remarkable 
memory for family history, 
and his talent for telling 
jokes and stories. In his free 
time, he enjoyed his vintage 
cars, music, cooking, golf, 
hunting, fishing, cheering for 
the Seattle Seahawks, Kansas 
City Chiefs, and Oregon 
Ducks, and caring for his 
many beloved pets over the 
years.

Richard is survived by 
Mary Evenson-Morss; his 
daughter, Katrina Morss 
(Gerard “Rod”) Commesso; 
his brother, William “Bill” 
Morss; his grandchildren, 
Olivia, Ryan (Kayce), and 
Graham Commesso; and his 
great-grandchildren, Angelo 

and Charlotte “Lottie” Commesso, in 
addition to his many nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. He was preceded in death by his 
father, Leon Morss Sr.; his mother, Katherine 
Gildersleeve Morss; and his brother, Leon 
“Lynn” Morss Jr.

A service will be held on October 10, 2026, 
at 10 a.m. at Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel in Cottage Grove, Oregon, with a 
reception to follow immediately. A graveside 
service will take place at 12:00 p.m. at Fir 
Grove Cemetery, also in Cottage Grove.

Richard’s warmth, humor, and love of 
family and friends will be deeply missed by 
all who knew him.

And that’s his story and he’s sticking to it.

Richard Wayne Morss
June 30, 1940 - September 18, 2026

Gary K. Williams, 64, of Eugene, Oregon, 
passed away on September 17th, 2026. 

Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

Bridge work east  
of Cottage Grove

Lane County Parks is 
working to stabilize Currin 
Covered Bridge and Stewart 
Covered Bridge, both east of 
Cottage Grove. 

The bridges have been 
closed to vehicle traffic for 
many years and are bypassed 
by concrete bridges. Both 
bridges remain closed to 
pedestrian access.

During the stabiliza-
tion work, one lane of 
Layng Road and one lane 

of Garoutte Road near the 
construction may be closed 
at times. Traffic will be con-
trolled by flaggers as needed. 

Locations:
• Currin Covered Bridge is 

located alongside the intersec-
tion of Layng Road and Row 
River Road

• Stewart Covered Bridge 
is located alongside the inter-
section of Garoutte Road and 
Mosby Creek Road

Dates and Times: Now 
through December 31, 2026, 
Monday–Friday, between 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m.

Alternate Routes:
• Currin Covered Bridge 

can be avoided by accessing 
Layng Road from Mosby 
Creek Road

• Stewart Covered Bridge 
can be avoided by access-
ing Garoutte Road from 
Shoreview Drive

Metro Creative Connection
During the stabilization work, one lane of Layng Road and one lane of 
Garoutte Road near the construction may be closed at times. Traffic will be 
controlled by flaggers as needed.

Here’s how Oregonians want the state to 
address its transportation budget crisis

MIA MALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregonians ranked main-
taining and preserving high-
ways and bridges and improv-
ing safety as the top pri-
orities they think the Oregon 
Department of Transportation 
should focus on as it looks to 
resolve a $200 million budget 
gap in the 2027-29 budget 
cycle. 

Between August and 
September, the group Gov. 
Tina Kotek tasked with vet-
ting solutions to the state’s 
transportation budget crisis 
surveyed Oregonians about 
what they think the state’s 
spending priorities should be. 
The Oregon Capital Chronicle 
obtained a copy of the sur-
vey responses, as well as 
an analysis of the responses 
compiled by Department of 
Transportation staff. 

About 8,650 Oregonians 
from all counties except 
Wheeler County responded 
to the survey. More than 60% 
of respondents live in the 
Portland metro area, accord-
ing to the survey analysis. 
In 2024, nearly half of 
Oregon’s population lived 
in the Portland metro area, 
according to a state economic 
analysis.

Survey comments express 
frustration with spending, 
emphasize public transit

The first question in the 
survey asked respondents 
to rank six transportation 
priorities: 

• Improving safety 
• Reliable public transit
• Easier to bike and walk
• Better traffic flow
• Maintaining the system, 

such as fixing potholes, clear-
ing debris and snow

• Preserving key assets, 
such as bridges and roads 
needing replacement

Maintaining the transporta-
tion system was ranked as 
the top priority in the survey, 
followed by preserving key 
assets, improving safety, mak-
ing it easier to bike and walk, 
reliable public transit and bet-
ter traffic flow. 

Nearly 4,600 people 
included comments in their 
answers to this question, 
including hundreds who 
expressed their frustra-
tion with cuts to TriMet, 
Portland’s public transporta-
tion system. Many of them 
said they rely on public trans-
portation because they cannot 
afford a car or because of 
health issues. 

The department did not 
include commenters’ names 
in its records release, or any 
other identifying information 
aside from each respondent’s 
zip code. 

“I’m an avid public trans-
portation user because my life 
was altered by a driver hitting 

me while I was cycling in the 
bike lane during the day,” a 
person wrote. “Making the 
roads safer for all, especially 
pedestrians and cyclists, is 
important. Public transit 
is the greenest and most 
viable option, especially when 
coupled with reliability and 
safety.”

Nearly 40 comments said 
they want the state to focus 
on increasing wildlife cross-
ings, which wasn’t listed as a 
priority option in the survey. 

Other comments expressed 
frustration with the depart-
ment’s financial efficiency, 
asking that it creates more 
cost-effective ways to com-
plete projects. 

“No new taxes,” a person 
wrote. “There are too many 
taxes in Oregon. Reduce 
expenses first. Increase effi-
ciency,” another person wrote.

The second question in the 
survey asked Oregonians how 
they would allocate transpor-
tation funding, asking them 
to put the percentage of fund-
ing they think each priority 

category should receive. 
The survey analysis shows 
respondents said the transpor-
tation agency should focus 
its funding on maintaining its 
infrastructure, followed by 
focusing on preserving assets 
and public transit. 

The third question asked 
respondents about what type 
of transportation service 
reductions would impact them 
the most. The answers mir-
rored responses to the first 
question, saying not maintain-
ing the system, preserving 
key assets and improving 
safety would impact them the 
most. 

The last question was an 
optional and open-ended 
question, asking Oregonians 
what a well-managed trans-
portation system looks like 
to them. 

Of the more than 6,800 
responses to this question, an 
analysis conducted by Oregon 
Department of Transportation 
staff found that 20% of 
responses want a transporta-
tion system that offers differ-
ent transit options that works 
for people of all income lev-
els and communities. 

“A successful transporta-
tion system gives people 
the freedom to choose what 
transportation mode they wish 
to use by equally investing in 
making them all safe and reli-
able,” one respondent wrote.

Another 19% of responses 
called for more reliable public 
transit options, while 17% of 

responses said the transpor-
tation agency should focus 
on budgeting and delivering 
projects.

The remaining responses 
asked the agency to focus 
on maintaining roads and 
bridges, improving traffic 
flow and eliminating per-
ceived wasteful spending. 

“Stop pushing ridiculously 
expensive freeway expansion 
projects that do nothing at all 
to address safety, congestion, 
connectivity or reliability in 
our transportation system…” 
a person wrote. “Develop 
and maintain a transportation 
system that provides options 
people can afford, rather than 
mandate car ownership.”

Kotek’s workgroup will 
hear the results of the findings 
at its next meeting on Oct. 9. 
The group has until the end of 
the year to present its trans-
portation funding recommen-
dations to the governor.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/09/29/
heres-how-oregonians-want-
the-state-to-address-its-trans-
portation-budget-crisis/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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“By signing this bill, we are 
signaling the profound role journalists 
play to cover essential issues like 
local schools, city halls, courts, public 
safety agencies, businesses and 
neighborhoods.”

California Governor Gavin Newsom

Quote of the Week
Has the increasing price of gasoline 
made you alter your driving habits?
Yes - 50%
No - 50%.

How confident are you in the integrity of 
Oregon’s mail-in voting system?

Very confident

Somewhat confident

Not that confident

Not at all confident

New Poll Last Week’s Poll Results

Life Saving Editorial Cartoon

Commentary

The forests Oregon ‘protected’ are burning
CHRIS EDWARDS
TRAVIS JOSEPH

Oregon Capital Chronicle 

Oregon made history this 
summer, and not the celebra-
tory kind. It’s a wakeup call: 
The system is broken and fix-
ing it requires new thinking.

Over 2.5 million acres 
burned — more than any in 
recorded history, and 92% are 
on public lands. In the last 
decade, almost all catastrophic 
wildfire originated on public 
lands.

Something needs to change, 
and the now mostly contained 
Grasshopper Fire in the Mt. 
Hood National Forest is a 
prime example.

Beginning in 2019, 
the Wasco County Forest 
Collaborative — with rep-
resentation from tribes, 
timber, conservation, state 
agencies and local groups — 
worked with the U.S. Forest 
Service on the Grasshopper 
Restoration Project to reduce 
hazardous fuels and wildfire 
risk.

After four years, the collab-
orative reached consensus on 
treating 5,280 acres — roughly 
one-half of 1% of the Mt. 
Hood National Forest — using 
Biden administration funds for 
high wildfire risk landscapes. 
Professional foresters and sci-
entists concluded treatments 
would reduce wildfire risk.

One activist group was 
invited to participate, declined 
and then sued over the project. 
The Forest Service settled, 
making minor changes and 
paying the group’s attorneys 
$55,000 in taxpayer dollars. 
They celebrated “halting the 
logging of mature and old 
growth trees” in their annual 
report.

Now those “protected” 
acres are burning in the nearly 
94,000-acre Grasshopper Fire, 
and years of collaboration 
were wasted.

Oregonians should be 
outraged.

No one is satisfied with 
summers defined by wildfire. 
We all want healthier forests 
and fewer catastrophic fires. 
That’s not controversial.

But here’s where the con-
versation gets uncomfortable.

When a proposed solution 
includes the word “logging,” 
many Democrats recoil. 
We say this as two native 
Oregonians who have worked 
within the Democratic Party.

That response is rooted in 
outdated ideology. A lot has 
changed in 50 years, includ-
ing the climate and science-
based forest practices. We can 
actively manage forests and 
protect the environment.

Policies born from debates 
in the 1970s shouldn’t be 
untouchable in 2026.

Case in point: In 2022, the 
timber industry worked with 
environmental groups to over-
haul environmental protections 
on Oregon’s private forest-
lands. It was the most sweep-
ing change to forest practices 
in 50 years. We rewrote laws 
dating to 1971, expanded 
environmental protections and 
secured the ability to keep 
operating.

Why can’t we have that 
conversation about federal 
forests?

If 2.5 million burned acres 
don’t make us question old 
assumptions, what will?

Numbers don’t lie: It’s 
not actively managed acres 
that are primarily burning. 
When private forests burn, 

landowners salvage burned 
trees, turn them into lumber 
and replant, turning those for-
ests green again within years.

That largely doesn’t hap-
pen on federal land, in part 
because of outdated policies. 
Many federal forests are 
unnaturally overstocked and 
lack the access needed to 
manage forests and fight fires 
effectively.

Active management does 
not mean managing national 
forests like industrial timber-
lands. It means giving public 
land managers the tools and 
access to thin overcrowded 
forests, reduce hazardous fuels 
and respond to wildfire.

We’re not alone in asserting 
that active forest management 
activities like mechanized 
harvest and controlled burns 
reduce wildfire risk. Moderate 
conservation groups and wild-
life organizations recognize 
the importance of these tools.

But anti-forestry groups 
have gained influence within 
the Democratic Party, con-
tributing to a political culture 
where logging is viewed 
exclusively as an environmen-
tal threat.

The Grasshopper should 
cause Democrats to recon-
sider old assumptions. 
And Grasshopper is not an 
anomaly.

Breakthrough Institute 
found 10 organizations files 
67% of forest management 
lawsuits examined. They won 
fewer than 25% of their cases, 
yet even unsuccessful law-
suits delayed implementation 
an average 3.7 years. During 
those delays, wildfire steps in.

Democrats serious about 
climate change should sup-
port active management tools 

before wildfire determines 
what these landscapes look 
like for generations. That 
includes cutting trees, and it 
must be economically viable.

California Democrats 
are leading by suspending 
environmental regulations to 
expedite wildfire mitigation. 
Oregon Democrats should con-
sider ideas like this.

The party should also 
reconsider the influence anti-
forestry groups have on forest 
policy. Collaboration means 
different interests working 
through disagreements to 
find common ground – not 
obstructing progress in court 
while forests burn.

Democrats can lead on this 
issue. Protecting Oregon’s for-
ests today requires more active 
management, modernized poli-
cies and greater trust in profes-
sional land managers.

Chris Edwards is the 
president of the Oregon Forest 
Industries Council and a for-
mer Democratic legislator in 
the Oregon Legislature.

Travis Joseph is president 
and CEO of the American 
Forest Resource Council and 
former senior policy adviser to 
Democrats on the U.S. House 
Natural Resources Committee.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/09/25/
the-forests-oregon-protected-
are-burning/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains editorial 
independence. Contact Editor 
Lynne Terry for questions: 
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.

AEDs donated to 
OSP Lane County

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon State Police (OSP) 
patrol and fish and wildlife 
vehicles in Lane County now 
have an automated external 
defibrillator (AED), thanks to 
a generous donation from the 
Oregon Community Credit 
Union Foundation and the 
PeaceHealth Sacred Heart 
Medical Center Foundation.

Thirty-nine AEDs have 
been deployed to troopers in 
the Springfield, Oakridge, and 
Florence patrol offices.

About 30 times every year, 
troopers throughout the state 
respond to incidents requiring 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR). In 2026, troopers have 
already performed CPR more 
than 20 times. Particularly 
in rural areas, if a trooper 
receives notification of a 
cardiac arrest, they can often 
respond in minutes and start 
CPR or deploy an AED while 
EMS is en route.

Having AEDs in the hands 
of law enforcement respond-
ers helps get critical care to 
patients quickly. The sooner 
an AED is deployed to help 
re‑establish a normal heart 
rhythm, the more likely the 
patient is to have a meaning-
ful recovery. The AEDs have 
a QR code that EMS can 
scan to give hospital staff and 
emergency room doctors real-
time access to the patient’s 
heart rhythm, according to a 
release from OSP.

“I’ve been in law enforce-
ment for nearly three decades, 
and AEDs weren’t available 
when I first became a police 
officer. Now, we have an 

opportunity for troopers in 
rural areas of the state to 
respond to medical calls, 
make a difference, and poten-
tially save someone’s life,” 
OSP Central Region Captain 
Ryan Martin said.

Earlier this summer, troop-
ers responded to a medical 
call near John Day for an 
elderly man who was unre-
sponsive and not breathing. 
Two troopers took turns giv-
ing chest compressions and 
rescue breaths while deliver-
ing six shocks from an AED 
before paramedics arrived. 
After paramedics delivered 
two more shocks, the patient 
began showing a pulse and 
started breathing. The patient 
was transported to a local 
hospital and survived.

“We’re grateful to the 
OCCU Foundation and 
PeaceHealth Sacred Heart 
Medical Center Foundation 
for this generous donation,” 
OSP’s EMS Coordinator 
Sr. Trooper Todd Larsen 
said. “About 40 to 50 patrol 
troopers a year perform 
CPR. Having an AED is 
a significant improvement 
when responding to cardiac 
incidents.”

OSP troopers are non-
transport pre-hospital provid-
ers, with about 20 troopers 
certified as EMTs and a few 
as paramedics throughout 
the state. From pre-academy 
to annual training, troopers 
receive CPR and other first-
aid training throughout their 
careers with OSP. As part of 
the EMS program, OSP has 
a medical director and main-
tains medical protocols.

Courtesy photo
OSP received AED donation from Eugene area 
foundations.
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

EVENTS
From page 1

COUNCIL
From page 1

COMMUNITY
From page 1
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LUBA, both appellants said 
the City erred in granting the 
permit.

Kevin Solonsky, whose 
property borders the pro-
posed tower site, said Verizon 
failed to comply with Cottage 
Grove’s requirements to 
minimize visual impacts and 

evaluate alternative locations, 
calling the structure “a perma-
nent eye sore” that would dom-
inate the skyline for dozens of 
nearby homes. Johanna Zee 
said she appealed because she 
believes city staff mishandled 
the application, adding that 
officials “are not listening to 
the people of Cottage Grove” 
or using every lawful means 
to protect the community’s 
interests.

LUBA is a state level review 
body that doesn’t reconsider 
the merits of a project, but 
instead examines whether a 
city followed the correct pro-
cedures and applied its land 
use laws properly. The board 
reviews the record created dur-
ing local hearings, evaluates 
whether the city made legal or 
factual errors, and can affirm 
the decision, reverse it, or send 
it back to the city for correc-
tion. Appeals move on a strict 
timeline, with written briefs, a 
review of the evidence already 
submitted, and a final writ-
ten order issued by the board. 
State law requires LUBA to 
issue its final decision within 
120 days.

IN OTHER
COUNCIL BUSINESS

 • Interim Finance Director 
Eric Kytola presented a first 
quarter budget update and said 
revenues and expenditures 
remain consistent with last 
spring’s projections, with no 
concerns at this time.

• South Valley Athletics 
Program Director Tom Perkins 
updated the Council on 
SVA’s summer activities and 
thanked the City for financially 
supporting the nonprofit’s 
programs.

• The Council unanimously 
approved the annexation 
of two properties at 77918 
Highway 99 and an adjacent 
unaddressed parcel.

where to find their favorite 
booths, but no one seemed 
discouraged, and the broader 
visibility helped introduce the 
market to new attendees.”

Founded in 2016, the 
Farmers Market marked its 
tenth year with one of its 
largest single day vendor 
counts.
COMMUNITY COOKOFF

Washington Avenue 
between 5th and 6th streets 
was packed with people of 
all ages for the 4th Annual 
Cottage Grove Community 
Cookoff, which brought bris-
ket, friendly competition and 
hundreds of tasting plates to 
Cascade Home Center.

Organizer Tobi D’Amore 
said this year’s event 
included 74 sponsors and 
more than 50 volunteers, with 
South Valley Athletics (SVA) 
handling months of behind 
the scenes work. Last year’s 
benefactor, Slabtown BMX, 
returned to help run the root 
beer float stand.

SVA Board President 
Samantha Duncan said being 
chosen as this year’s youth 
organization to receive the 
proceeds was “a fantastic 
opportunity.”

“We are so happy to be a 
part of this,” she said. “Tobi 
and Cascade Home Center 
have been so supportive of 
what we are doing. We sold 
750 plates, and most of the 
money will go to provide 
participation fee scholar-
ships. We offer year round 

activities, and we don’t turn 
away any kids for lack of 
ability to pay.”

Langham’s Quality 
Meatworx in Drain donated 
725 pounds of beef brisket 
for the competition. This 
year’s celebrity judges were 
Danny Solesbee of South 
Lane Fire, Georgia Haskell of 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
City Councilor Greg Ervin 
and Matthew Hewlett repre-
senting Spirit of BMD.

Judges awarded four 
honors:

• Iron Man Award: Paul 
Frye of Bohemia Electric

• Pit Masters Choice: The 
Bearded Brothers

• Best in Show: Kyle 
Kishen Construction

• People’s Choice: Kyle 
Kishen Construction

D’Amore said the event 
served about 750 plates, 
roughly 100 more than last 
year, with late day visitors 
stopping by for floats and the 
last of the brisket.

“We can always count on 
our community to show up,” 
D’Amore said.

Next year marks the 
Cookoff’s fifth anniver-
sary, and organizers expect 

continued growth. Cascade 
Home Center remains com-
mitted to choosing youth 
focused beneficiaries and 
works directly with com-
munity members and local 
organizations to determine 
how funds can be used most 
effectively.

With three major events 
happening within walk-
ing distance, the Sept. 26 

celebration offered Cottage 
Grove a full day of fall tradi-
tion, local business support 
and community connection. 
With activities running from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., organizers 
said the day showcased the 
Historic District’s renewed 
energy and the community’s 
enthusiasm for gathering 
downtown.

event notes and operational 
adjustments, but a full 
rewrite requires funding and 
specialized expertise.

“We’re doing what we 
can with the resources we 
have,” Stewart said. “But 
a comprehensive update is 
a big lift. We’re watching 
for grant opportunities that 
would allow us to bring in 
an emergency management 
specialist.”

Stewart outlined several 
vulnerabilities the City con-
tinues to monitor. Generator 
refueling remains a chal-
lenge during prolonged out-
ages, especially for facilities 
requiring continuous power. 
Supply access on the west 
side of town is limited dur-
ing certain emergencies, and 
the City is exploring options 
for a portable water treat-
ment plant to ensure safe 
drinking water if infrastruc-
ture is compromised. Cell 
service outages—common 
during storms—remain a 
concern for communication 
reliability.

Seasonal hazards also 
shape the City’s priori-
ties. Flooding and freezing 
weather dominate winter 
planning, while wildfire 
risk increases in spring and 
summer. Cottage Grove 
has faced major winter 
events before, including 
“Snowmageddon 2019,” 
when 18-24 inches of heavy 
snow brought down trees, 
blocked roads, and left many 
residents without power for 
days. More recently, dur-
ing the January 2024 ice 
storm, tree limbs snapped 

and crashed across town 
for three days, trapping 
hundreds of people in dark, 
unheated homes as overnight 
temperatures dropped into 
the 20s. Rural residents in 
surrounding areas after both 
storms remained without 
power for weeks.

Stewart emphasized that 
trained volunteers can play 
a critical role in addressing 
these gaps. “Community 
members are often the first 
ones on the scene,” she 
said. “Having people who 
understand basic response, 
communication, and safety 
makes a huge difference.”

She also noted that South 
Lane Rural Fire received a 
Firewise Grant to support 
wildfire risk reduction work 
for county residents. The 
grant helps fund defensible 
space education and home 
hardening efforts, comple-
menting broader regional 
wildfire preparedness goals.

The Sentinel reached 
out to South Lane Fire and 
Rescue for this story. At 
press time, no response was 
received.
TRAINING AND EVENTS 
OFFER NEW PATHS TO 

READINESS
Elliott said CGCPI’s work 

is designed to support—not 
duplicate—agency efforts. 
By training residents in 
practical skills such as first 
aid, situational awareness, 
neighborhood coordination, 
and resource management, 
the initiative aims to cre-
ate a network of volunteers 
who can assist during emer-
gencies and help reduce 
strain on first responders.

“Preparedness isn’t about 
fear,” Elliott said. “It’s 
about empowerment. It’s 
about knowing you can 

take care of yourself, your 
family, and your neighbors 
when systems are stretched 
thin.”

CGCPI workshops have 
drawn residents from across 
Cottage Grove and nearby 
rural areas, many of whom 
say they want to be better 
prepared but haven’t known 
where to start. Elliott said 
the program’s strength lies 
in its accessibility—train-
ing is designed for all ages, 
abilities, and experience 
levels.

Country Media, Inc., 
which owns The Sentinel, 
recently published a 
Community Preparedness 
Guide in its weekly news-
papers in Western Oregon. 
Copies are available at the 
Chamber of Commerce 

office, Community Center, 
City Hall, The Bookmine, 
KNND, Vintage Inn 
Restaurant and the Cottage 
Grove Public Market 
Blackberry Co Op.

To expand outreach, 
CGCPI volunteers will be at 
the Oct. 10 Volunteer Fair at 
the Cottage Grove Library, 
where residents can learn 
more about the program 
and sign up for upcoming 
workshops. Elliott said the 
fair is an opportunity for 
people to ask questions, 
explore volunteer roles, and 
see how community driven 
preparedness fits into the 
larger emergency response 
picture.

Residents will also have 
an opportunity to learn pre-
paredness skills tomorrow 

(Oct. 8). Cottage Grove 
Women’s Ministries is host-
ing “Get Your Ducks in a 
Row,” a practical emer-
gency preparedness class 
covering household plans, 
communication, evacuation, 
food and water storage, 
power outages, wildfire and 
smoke, important docu-
ments, medications, pets, 
and other special needs. 
The class runs from 5–7 
p.m. at 820 S. 10th Street. 
Registration is $5 for dinner 
and the class, with optional 
starter kits available for an 
additional $10. To register, 
call Tawny at 541 401 2521.

Stewart said she welcomes 
the partnership. “We need 
community involvement,” 
she said. “Preparedness is 

strongest when everyone 
participates.”

As Cottage Grove faces 
increasingly complex haz-
ards—from wildfires to win-
ter storms to infrastructure 
challenges—both City lead-
ers and volunteers agree that 
readiness must be a shared 
responsibility. Elliott hopes 
CGCPI will help shift the 
culture from reactive to pro-
active, giving residents the 
tools they need long before 
disaster strikes.

“Our goal is simple,” 
he said. “Move Cottage 
Grove from ‘unprepared’ 
to ‘prepared.’ If we can do 
that—one household, one 
neighborhood at a time—
we’ll be a stronger, safer 
community,” Elliott said. 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The 2019 Snowmeggedon buried the community under 18-24 inches of snow.

Greg Lee Photography
Eugene’s Highlanders Bagpipe Band perform traditional songs Sat. Morning.
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

999 
HOME FOR SALE BY 

OWNER

700
MISC SERVICES

736
MISC. WANTED  Reduce • 

Recycle •

Reuse
Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382. 

Brent Ottosen Timber Co. Selective 
logging specialists. Buying standing 
timber. Insured with excellent refer-
ences. Honest, dependable service 
throughout Southern Oregon. Call 
today for estimate: 541-866-8586.

OLDER POKEMON CARDS. Paying cash 
for 1990s-2000s Pokemon cards, col-
lections, binders. Any condition. Local 
transaction. Please call or text Dane 

Cottage Grove Lake Property. 
Serene and peaceful 5 bed/3 bath 
sits on 5 acres. Bottom floor could 
be mother-in-law suite. Must see, 

call\~ 541-359-9533

CGS26-154 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that Laurie Christine 

Wakeman has been appointed Personal 
Representative of the Estate of GORDON 
JAY WAKEMAN, deceased, Lane Coun-
ty Circuit Court Case No. 26PB08314. 
All persons having claims against the 
estate are required to present them 
within four months from the date of 
the first publication of this Notice to the 
Personal Representative at Willamette 
NW Law Firm, LLC, 735 W. 7th Avenue, 
Eugene, OR 97402, or they may be 
barred. Any person whose rights may 
be affected by these proceedings may 
obtain additional information from 
the records of the Court, the Personal 
Representative, or from the Personal 
Representative’s attorney. DATED and 
first Published: 10/07/2026. /s/ Laurie 
Christine Wakeman, Personal Represen-
tative. 10/07/26

CGS26-156 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE STATE OF OREGON 
FOR THE COUNTY OF LANE In the Matter 
of the Estate of Scott Wilfred Flackman, 
Deceased. Case No. 26PB08047 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 
PERSONS NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN that Kay L. Pierce 
has been appointed Personal 
Representative. All persons 
having claims against the estate 
are hereby required to present 
them, with proper vouchers, 
within four months after the 
date of first publication of this 
notice, as stated below, to the 
Personal Representative at 711 
Country Club Road, Suite 200, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401, or they 
may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affect-
ed by the proceedings in this 
estate may obtain additional 
information from the records 
of the Personal Representative, 
the Court, or the attorney for 
the Personal Representative, 
K.C. Huffman. Dated and 
first published: October 07, 
2026. PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVE: Kay L. Pierce 
2259 Devon Avenue, Eugene, 
Oregon 97408 541-790-9377 
ATTORNEY FOR PERSON-
AL REPRESENTATIVE: K.C. 
Huffman, OSB No. 002854 
Bromley Newton Huffman 
711 Country Club Road, Suite 
200, Eugene, Oregon 97401 
541-343-4700 541-343-4713 
Fax kc@bromleynewton.com 
10/07/26
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Sports 

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie 
Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be 
available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, 
SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using 
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review 
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofi ng Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofi ng and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.855.626.1990

CALL TODAY!  1.855.626.1990

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

Both Cottage Grove XC teams take second at Woahink Lake

Will LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel 

 Cottage Grove’s var-
sity cross country teams 
were back on the run 
at the Woahink Lake 
Invitational, winding 
through the beautiful but 
tricky course to each earn 
second-place finishes. 

The meet was held on 
Sept. 26 near Woahink 
Lake, with the course 
featuring varied ter-
rain, including an open 
park, dirt trails, two 
paved bridges, and a 
campground.

 Heading into the 
race, Head Coach Ricky 
Knutson expected slower 
times and a more focused 
approach to race strategy 
execution, but his run-
ners showed no signs of 

slowing down. Despite 
a race filled with twists, 
turns, and a few hills, 
20 Lions posted new 
personal-best times for the 
season, and both teams 
saw that success translate 
to the podium. 

 And it wasn’t just 
the varsity teams that 
showed their speed! Both 
the boys and girls JV 
teams won their meets at 
Woahink, making it a day 
of triumphs for the whole 
program. 

 For the girls, the race 
marked a return for Carly 
Knutson, and she imme-
diately made her presence 
felt, pacing the Lions 
with a fourth-place finish. 
She finished the 5,000-
meter course in 20:31.5, 
more than an 80-second 

improvement on her time 
at Woahink last year. 
Rowyn Earl wasn’t far 
behind for Cottage Grove, 
finishing seventh in 
20:50.1.  

Cottage Grove’s 
remaining scorers were 
Hailey Fergason, Cally 
Bickford, and Natalya 
Thompson. The trio fin-
ished 14th, 17th, and 
19th, with their times 
within 21 seconds of one 
another. The group’s fin-
ishes were good enough 
to earn them second place 
among the five teams, and 
Philomath took first. 

 The JV girls took first 
in a two-team field, but 
their depth showed in the 
fact that seven of the top 
12 placers were Cottage 
Grove athletes. One 

highlight for the program 
was seeing 13 of their 
racers post season-best 
times on the challenging 
course at Woahink. 

 On the boys side, they 
placed second in the 
six-team field, trailing 
only Siuslaw. Jennings 
Albrecht led the pride of 
Lions, taking third place 
with a time of 16:48.1. 
Three other Cottage 
Grove runners placed in 
the top 10, and Remington 
Sharkey crossed the finish 
line next for the Lions. 
Sharkey finished 5th in 

17:13.6, followed by Jose 
Calvario in 8th (17:36.0) 
and Braeden Bomar in 
10th (17:49.8). Each took 
home a medal, and Bomar 
ran the race of his life, 
posting his best time ever 
on the trail at Woahink. 
Micah Hanke rounded 
out the top five finishers 
for Cottage Grove, taking 
15th in 18:18.5.  

The JV boys put in a 
a great shift in the race, 
beating Pleasant Hill and 
Marshfield for first place. 
Seven of the top 11 run-
ners were Lions, and on 

top of that, six of the run-
ners posted lifetime best 
times, despite the chal-
lenging course. 

 The Woahink 
Invitational was another 
great stepping stone 
for the Lions, and they 
looked to build on it 
at the Flight 7 race at 
Richardson Park on Oct. 
2. See results at osaa.org.

Cottage Grove will 
keep pushing as they con-
tinue to improve in prepa-
ration of the important 
races in late October.  

 

Courtesy photo from the CGHS XC website
The boys team took second place at the Woahink Invitational, navigating a 
tricky course en route to silver. (Courtesy photo from the CGHS XC website)

Courtesy photo from the CGHS XC website
The girls grabbed silver, with two racers finishing inside the top 10. (Cour-
tesy photo from the CGHS XC website)

Popular splash pad closed for winter
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The City of Cottage Grove has closed 
its popular splash pad at the Bohemia Park 
Plaza.

As temperatures continue to decline and 
the fall season approaches; the Bohemia Park 
Splash Pad is closed for the winter.

“We appreciate the community’s participa-
tion throughout the season and thank you for 
making it a successful year of water play. We 
look forward to welcoming you back next 
spring,” the city states in a release. 

The park splash pad, restrooms, and mural 
at the plaza were the center of community 
attention in July of 2025 during a ribbon 

cutting ceremony marking the competition of 
Phase 3 of the park improvements. 

BACKGROUND
The overall purpose for the park’s front 

entry is to capture people’s attention and draw 
them into Bohemia Park. An area that was 
inviting and supported a higher level of use, 
such as vendor booths, kids play, restrooms, 
etc, according to city officials.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Children enjoying the splash pad 
during a hot summer day. 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net 

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel

cgsentinel.
com
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