
A post pandemic turnaround lifts 
staff belonging and student growth 
to district leading levels.

Dorena School, the familiar white 
schoolhouse on Row River Road 
that has anchored this valley com-
munity since the 1940s, has earned 
national recognition as a “Promising 
Practices School” through Solution 
Tree’s “PLC at Work” program. The 
honor marks a major milestone for 
the rural PreK–8 school and posi-
tions it to pursue the next level of 
distinction: becoming a “Model 
PLC at Work” School, a status held 
by only two, much larger, schools 
in Oregon.

The recognition also reflects a 
broader district effort. South Lane 

School District has partnered with 
Solution Tree for the past four years 
to strengthen Professional Learning 
Communities (PLC) across all 
schools. Solution Tree is a nation-
ally respected K–12 professional 
development organization known 
for its “PLC at Work” model, which 
emphasizes collaboration, data 
driven instruction, and collective 
responsibility for student success.

REBUILDING AFTER THE 
PANDEMIC

Dorena’s progress is rooted in 
that framework. Principal Devin 
Pixton, now in her sixth year lead-
ing the school, began implementing 
PLC practices in 2021, as students 
returned from pandemic disrup-
tions. The model centers on four big 

ideas: a focus on learning, decisions 
based on evidence, a collaborative 
culture, and shared accountability 
for student growth.

“Every student needs to be learn-
ing at a high level,” Pixton said, 
“and there can’t be an excuse for 
why they are not.”

When Pixton arrived in 2020, 
Dorena faced significant challenges. 
Staff morale was low, instructional 
practices were inconsistent, and 
the school carried a reputation as 
a “throwaway” rural school for 
students and staff. The pandemic 
intensified those pressures. Because 
many families lacked reliable inter-
net access, nearly all students came 
to campus for limited in person 
instruction in 2020. The focus that 
year was on care and connection—
ensuring students had food, support, 
and a familiar adult to greet them 
each day.

As the school transitioned back to 
full classrooms, Pixton and her team 
began reshaping expectations. Math 
instruction, which had previously 
been offered only every other day 
in some grades, became consistent. 
Staff committed to common goals 
and shared strategies. Old assump-
tions were replaced with a belief 
that all students could grow, regard-
less of background or circumstance.

CULTURE CHANGE AND 
BELONGING

A survey at the end of the pan-
demic revealed that Dorena School 
had some of the lowest staff morale 
scores in the school district. Pixton 
made rebuilding trust and unity a 
priority.

“The belonging piece came later 
after the culture work,” she said.

Today, Dorena has the highest 
staff ‘sense of belonging’ in the 
district, based on surveys given 

at the beginning and end of each 
school year. In education, belonging 
refers to whether staff feel valued, 
supported, and connected to their 
school community. Research shows 
that when adults experience strong 
belonging, collaboration improves 
and student learning rises.

The school’s staff of 20 oper-
ates with a collective mindset. 
“Everyone here is recognized as a 
teacher,” Pixton said. “Kids don’t 
even know who is certified and who 
is classified.”

ACADEMIC GROWTH 
AND ENROLLMENT 
GAINS

Academic results reflect that 
commitment. When Pixton arrived, 
only 26 percent of students were 
reading at grade level. Today, more 
than half are meeting benchmarks. 
Enrollment has grown from 65
students to 116, including 17 in 
PreK. The school’s literacy special-
ists work intensively with students 
who miss class time to prevent them 
from falling behind.

“It takes everyone on our staff 
and positive parental involvement to 
ensure student success,” Pixton said.

Dorena’s whole child approach is 
another key factor. Social and emo-
tional learning is woven throughout 
the day, helping students regulate 
emotions, advocate for themselves, 
collaborate with peers, and stay 
organized. A simple break system 
allows students to signal when 
they need time to reset or celebrate 
progress.

STRONGER FAMILY CON-
NECTIONS

Community engagement has also 
strengthened. Many families were 
initially hesitant to participate in 

school events due to past experi-
ences or discomfort with public 
education. Dorena responded by 
creating low pressure, student led 
gatherings where parents could 
simply show up, share a meal, and 
enjoy the atmosphere. Attendance 
grew quickly, and today the school 
hosts an annual end of year celebra-
tion that brings families together in 
a relaxed, welcoming setting.

“It feels like a family,” Pixton 
said.

DISTRICT RECOGNI-
TION AND LEADERSHIP 
PRAISE

Dorena’s achievement was high-
lighted at the South Lane School 
Board’s April meeting. Director 
of Teaching and Learning Jeremy 
Smith introduced the award pre-
sentation and praised the school’s 
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Dorena School earns national recognition

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Cottage Grove Genealogical 
Society will host a Military Day Open 
House on Monday, April 22 from 1 to 
6 p.m. in the Shepherd Room at the 
Community Center. 

The free event invites the public 
to walk the Society’s Honor Gallery, 
explore military displays, ask research 
questions, and learn how to preserve 
family service records. The after-
noon will also include informational 
handouts, a community raffle, refresh-
ments, and brief remarks from former 
mayor Jeff Gowing honoring local 
veterans.

Behind the scenes, members have 
spent months working on a major 
World War II project that has grown 
far beyond its original scope. Society 
President Debra Monsive said the effort 
began with a single collection, the 
World War II clippings saved by long-
time resident Phyllis Pruitt. After Pruitt 
passed away, the Society inherited her 
files. Member Carolin Pettit suggested 
transcribing the clippings into a book-
let. What they discovered changed the 
direction of the project entirely.

“We realized the clippings were 
only the tip of the iceberg,” Monsive 
said. “When Carolin and I started 
researching, we kept finding more and 
more young men who were Killed In 
Action. I decided we needed to do 
something to honor their sacrifice and 
started making the posters.”

The project expanded quickly as 
more volunteers joined the work. 
Pettit, Monsive, Rick Hazeltine, 
Robin Jackman, Casey Woodard, 
and videographer Jim Lockhart have 
spent months documenting the sto-
ries of local servicemen and women 
from South Lane and North Douglas 

Counties. Lockhart has produced a 
video featuring all 56 memorial post-
ers created for the young men who 
died in the war. The video is expected 
to go live on the Society’s YouTube 
channel the day of the event.

The group has also been assembling 
a comprehensive book titled Veterans 
of World War II, South Lane and 
North Douglas Counties, Oregon. The 
manuscript stands at 613 pages with-
out the index. Although the book will 
not be ready in time for the April 22
event, members say the work has been 
deeply meaningful.

Monsive said the research process 
has been both rewarding and emotion-
ally difficult. “I found out I didn’t 
know as much as I thought about 
WWII,” she said. “When researching 
the 56 young men, I found resources 
that helped me identify where they 
were when they lost their lives. I can’t 
unread some of what I read. I have 
cried more in the last six months than 
I have in years.”

The project uncovered stories of 
sailors, pilots, and ground crew who 
served in major battles including Iwo 
Jima, Bataan, Luzon, and Biak. More 
than half of the men documented are 
buried overseas. One is entombed on 
the USS Arizona. Monsive said an 
original WWII poster loaned by the 
Cottage Grove Museum has brought 
visitors to tears.

To build the book, members 
reached out to families directly, 
searched social media for relatives, 
and used forensic genealogy to con-
firm connections. “People would ask 
if we had their Uncle or that their 
Mother served, and then we made sure 
we had them in our book,” Monsive 
said.

At the April 22 event, the Society 
will display many of the posters and 

family boards created by members. 
Community members are welcome 
to bring military items to display, 
although the Society notes it cannot 
guarantee the safety of personal arti-
facts. Raffle prizes include DNA kits 
from MyHeritage and AncestryDNA, 
a Spa Day gift basket, books, locally 

produced videos, and a genealogy 
starter file box. Additional prize dona-
tions are welcome.

Monsive said the group is excited to 
share the work even though the book 
is not yet complete. “We are honored 
to tell their stories and to remember 
those who gave their all,” she said.

Remembering the 56: Society Unveils WWII Honor Project

Board hears update 
on revenue pressures, 
sta�  ng costs, and long 
term stability

Early budget projections show 
South Lane School District facing 
a significant deficit next year, and 
district leaders say reductions will 
be part of the work ahead. 

Superintendent Todd Miller pre-
sented a high level update on the 
2026–27 budget outlook, noting that 
staff were already deep into next 
year’s planning. At the April 6 meet-
ing he walked the board through 
revenue trends, expenditure pres-
sures, and the steps the district was 
taking to stabilize the General Fund.

BUDGET OUTLOOK FOR 
2026–27

Administrators developed a pro-
posed budget they will share with 
staff in each building in a series of 
after school “budget roadshow” ses-
sions. Miller said the goal was to 
provide transparency, answer ques-
tions, and gather input before final 
decisions are made.
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The police blotter 

relates to the public record 
of incidents as reported by 
law enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE POLICE 

MARCH 30  
• 08:27: Illegal dumping, 

Tyler/Gateway
• 08:52: Disturbance, 81000 

block Sears Rd.
• 10:16: Abandoned vehicle, 

1700 block Harvey Rd.
• 12:17: Trespass, 900 block 

S. 8th St.
• 13:53: Theft, 1200 block 

N. Douglas St.
• 14:23: Dog at large, 9th/

Pennoyer
• 15:11: ATL DUII, 1200 

block Hwy 99
• 15:24: Dog at large, R/

Carnegie
• 15:32: Welfare check, 

1700 block Hwy 99
• 15:39: Suspicious subject, 

100 block Village Dr.
• 15:43: Suspicious condi-

tion, 1200 block Hwy 99
• 18:21: Juvenile trouble, 

Main/R
• 18:51: Suspicious condition, 

200 block N. River Rd.
• 18:53: Suspicious vehicle, 

900 block S. 6th St.
• 20:17: Wanted subject, 200 

block Buttercup Lp.
• 20:32: Disturbance, 1000 

block S. 4th St.
• 21:41: Disturbance, 100 

block Gateway Blvd..

MARCH 31
• 02:54: Suspicious vehicle, 

200 block Gateway Blvd.
• 03:32: Suspicious vehicle, 

33300 block Row River Rd.
• 03:59: Warrant service, 

1300 block E. Main St.
• 05:13: Fire, 33000 block 

Row River Rd.
• 08:20: Criminal mischief, 

1400 block E. Madison Ave.
• 09:09: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
• 10:15: Illegal dumping, 

400 block N. Douglas St.
• 11:24: Welfare check, 400 

block E. Main St.
• 16:15: Agency assist, Hwy 

99/Lord
• 16:40: Hit and run, 7th/Main
• 16:59: Drug activity, 1300 

block E. Main St.
• 17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 17:58: Wanted subject, 900 

block Row River Rd.
• 19:13: Disturbance, 1500 

block Hwy 99
• 20:01: Suspicious vehicle, 

500 block E. Madison Ave.
• 20:34: Disorderly subject, 

1700 block W. Main St.
• 22:02: Warrant service, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
• 22:20: Suspicious subject, 

200 block Gateway Blvd.
• 22:26: Theft, 700 block 

Row River Rd.
• 22:45: Theft, 1100 block 

S. 8th St.

APRIL 1
• 00:21: Suspicious vehicle, 

1700 block E. Main St.
• 00:37: Suspicious vehicle, 

2800 block Row River Rd.
• 00:39: Suspicious subject, 

6th/Whiteaker

• 01:07: Suspicious vehicle, 
300 block S. 6th St.

• 01:12: Warrant service, 
Main/5th

• 08:49: Theft, 1300 block 
S. River Rd.

• 08:53: Suspicious subject, 
1400 block Adams Ave.

• 09:26: Agency assist, 300 
block Quincy Ave.

• 09:26: Found dog, 200 
block N.12th St.

• 10:06: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

• 13:31: Found property, 
1100 block Hwy 99

• 14:28: Theft, Gateway/
Tyler

• 16:37: Juvenile trouble, 
1300 block S. River Rd.

• 20:26: Trespass, 1100 
block S. 4th St.

• 20:42: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1500 block Hwy 99

• 21:46: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1500 block Hwy 99

• 22:46: Disturbance, 300 
block N. 7th St.

• 23:23: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

APRIL 2
• 02:03: Fire, 200 block 

N. 12th St.
• 02:35: Fire, 1000 block 

Hwy 99
• 07:26: Juvenile trouble, 

1300 block S. River Rd.
• 09:40: Illegal dumping, 

Harvey/19th
• 11:13: Disturbance, 400 

block E. Main St.
• 13:28: Trespass, 1500 

block E. Main St.
• 14:14: Agency assist, 

9th/Chadwick
• 14:42: Suspicious sub-

ject, Taylor/13th

• 15:08: Fraud, 200 block 
N. 16th St.

• 15:36: Harassment, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

• 17:24: Trespass, 900 
block Row River Rd.

• 18:50: Vicious dog, 
1900 block Pleasant 
View Dr.

• 20:56: Disturbance, 
78000 block Layng Rd.

APRIL 3
• 00:20: Warrant service, 

1300 block E. Main St.
• 01:02: Reckless driving, 

Patrick/Kathleen
• 11:28: Assault, 100 

block Gateway Blvd.
• 14:19: Juvenile trouble, 

1500 block S. 4th St.
• 17:43: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
• 18:43: Trespass, 1100 

block S. 4th St.
• 18:53: Disturbance, 110 

block Pennoyer Ave.
• 20:44: Warrant service, 

1500 block Hwy 99
• 21:33: Nuisance, 

Riverwalk/2nd

APRIL 4
• 00:17: Suspicious condi-

tion, 800 block Gateway 
Blvd.

• 00:31: Disorderly subject, 
100 block S. River Rd.

• 03:12: Suspicious vehicle, 
16th/Grover

• 03:17: Motor vehicle crash, 
London/Reservoir Rd.

• 09:43: Suicidal subject, 
78000 block Dowens Rd.

• 13:07: Mental subject, 900 
block Gateway Blvd

• 15:57: Juvenile trouble, 
100 block S. 10th St.

• 16:15: Disorderly subject, 

M/Birch
• 16:23: Suspicious condi-

tion, 400 block Hwy 99
• 16:51: Disturbance, 1700 

block S. 5th St.
• 17:34: Harassment, 1500 

block Hwy 99
• 17:52: Intoxicated subject, 

1300 block E. Main St.
• 18:25: Juvenile trouble, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
• 18:51: Unlawful entry into 

motor vehicle, 300 block 
S. River Rd.

• 19:23: Agency assist, 
Main/10th

• 20:03: Nuisance, 3rd/
Madison

• 20:34: Wanted subject, 100 
block N. 9th St.

• 20:50: Harassment, 1500 
block Hwy 99

• 20:57: Suspicious subject, 
100 block Village Dr.

• 21:40: Wanted subject, 900 
block S. 6th St.

• 22:36: Suspicious subject, 
13th/Madison

• 22:54: Suspicious vehicle, 
100 block S. 10th St.

• 23:10: Warrant service, 
Hwy 99/Lord

• 23:16: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

• 23:25: Juvenile trouble, 
100 block S. 10th

APRIL 5
• 00:29: DUII ATL, 600 

block S. 5th St.
• 02:23: Suspicious condi-

tion, 800 block E. Quincy 
Ave.

• 04:00: Warrant service, 
800 block Gateway Blvd.

• 08:39: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

• 09:13: Abandoned vehicle, 
80 block E. Quincy Ave.

• 13:46: Vicious dog, 5th/
Adams

• 14:04: Theft, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

• 14:32: Welfare check, 
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

• 17:26: Trespass, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

• 17:30: Fire, 1700 block S. 
6th St.

• 18:56: Alarm, 3300 block 
Row River Rd.

• 19:06: Disorderly subject, 
100 block S. River Rd.

• 19:22: Juvenile trouble, I5 
NB 174

• 20:58: Harassment, 1500 
block E. Main St.

• 23:17: Disturbance, 800 
block E. Quincy Ave.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!
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Parks monument damaged by vandalism
Oregon Parks and 

Recreation Department 
(OPRD) officials are asking 
the public for assistance in 
finding the person or persons 
responsible for damage to the 
Jessie M. Honeyman State 
Park Monument at Florence.

According to the ODPR, 
the bronze monument dedi-
cated in honor of state park 
namesake Jessie Honeyman 
was damaged last month.

“The monument located 
near the Cleawox Day-use 
parking area was vandalized 
in an apparent attempted 
theft between Monday eve-
ning, March 2 and Tuesday 

morning March 3,” the 
OPRD said in a release. 
“The monument’s structure 
appeared to be knocked over 
and cut in two places, result-
ing in significant damage.”

The bronze “Eye of the 
Needle” monument was 
dedicated to honor Jessie M. 
Honeyman in 1986, recogniz-
ing her tireless advocacy for 
Oregon’s natural resources 
and scenery along the 
state’s highways. The statue 
sculpted by Gordon Newell is 
a registered art piece with the 
Smithsonian.

Park staff have removed 
the monument for public 

safety and to prevent further 
harm as they evaluate the 
extent of the damage and 
develop a plan for repairs.

“At this time, there is no 
established timeline for the 
monument’s repair or rein-
stallation, the release states. 

The department asks that 
anyone with information 
regarding this incident con-
tact the Oregon State Police, 
referencing case number 
SP26072324. Community 
assistance is appreciated to 
help protect Oregon’s special 
places.
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APRIL 15

• Cottage Bowl Open Bowl-
ing. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Cen-
ter, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing.

• Jackson’s Pub Games with 
live music by Bradly Shep-
herd. 6–8 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Market.

• Game Night with Ayla. 
6:30–9:30 p.m. Axe & 
Fiddle.

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m., Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge, 
775 N. River Rd.

APRIL 16
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley 
Church of Christ, Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Cottage Grove Lions Club. 
Noon. Axe and Fiddle.

• Teen Gaming. 4 p.m. CG 
Public Library.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Commu-
nity Center, 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave.

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 

p.m. Calvary Chapel, 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• Rotary Club of Cottage 
Grove. Social 5 p.m., 
Meeting 5:30 p.m. El 
Tapatio.

• Bradly Shepherd (Ameri-
cana) 5:30–7:30 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery

• Tappin’ Talent Search. 6–8 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle

• Brad Byrd (indie rock/alt 
country) 6–8 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle

APRIL 17
• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 

Public Library.
• Elks Lodge Steak Feed. 

5:30–7 p.m.
• American Legion Bingo. 

5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32, 826 W. Main St.

• Inner Limits (jazzy con-
temporary) 6–9 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewery

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. 
$5 entry; BCA rules.

• Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. 6–9 p.m. 
80247 Delight Valley 
School Rd. 

• • Spinning Gold (Ameri-

cana) 8–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle 

APRIL 18
• Cottage Bowl Open Bowl-

ing. 4–10 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Parker Galactic (folk rock/
Americana) 6–9 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewery

• AlAnon “Courage to 
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair 
Room, City Hall.

• Kegs of Comedy with 
Ralph Abernathy (21+ 
content) 8–10 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle. 

APRIL 19
• Bradly Shepherd (mixed 

genres) 11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewing.

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

• South Valley Athlet-
ics Bingo Fundraiser. 
3:30–5:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing.

APRIL 20
• Cottage Bowl Open Bowl-

ing. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 12:30 

p.m. Cottage Grove Com-
munity Center.

• Gardeners Meeting. 5–7 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewing.

• Monday Movie Night: 
“The General” 8 p.m. Axe 
& Fiddle.

APRIL 21
• Ukulele Club (for adults) 

9am, CG Public Library
• Bilingual Story Time, 

5pm, CG Public Library
• Trivia & Games with Ger-

ald. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

• Trinity Lutheran Free Take 
Out Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.
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Local Fiber
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

Blackberry Food Co-op marks key milestone

Market vendors 
and food trucks 
help build steady 
momentum

Harley Q’s Barbecue rolled 
into the Cottage Grove Public 
Market last year, and the 
food truck’s steady following 
reflects the growing energy 
inside the community driven 
space. 

On most afternoons, 
visitors drift between the 
food trucks outside and the 
vendors inside the former 
Covered Bridge Brewery 
building, a space steadily 
transforming into a coopera-
tive hub for local food, mak-
ers, and community events.

A LEAN HISTORY 
AND A NEW BEGIN-
NING

The Coast Fork Farm 
Stand, a longtime source 
of healthy food in Cottage 
Grove, moved into the former 
brewery building in 2024
after losing its lease on South 
10th Street. The larger space 
made a sole proprietor model 
unsustainable, but it also 
opened the door to a big-
ger vision for a community 
driven market and coopera-
tive grocery.

Longtime customer Kathy 
Carbone has watched the 
Farm Stand evolve for more 
than two decades. “I have 
shopped at the farm stand 
longer than I can remember, 
maybe 20 years,” she said. “I 
started when Scott was under 

a canopy in a parking lot on 
Main Street. I love the low 
key vibe, small, cozy and 
friendly. I love finding local 
products, farm fresh food, the 
wide variety of choices in the 
bulk section and hand crafted 
items.”

CO OP COMPLETES 
ITS TRANSITION

That vision reached a 
major milestone this spring. 
The interim management 
team has completed the tran-
sition, and the store is now 
operating fully as Blackberry 
Food Co op.

When asked what feels 
most significant right now, 
transition team member 
Valeria Clarke said, “That we 
are officially our own entity.” 
For volunteers who have 
spent months stabilizing the 
store and building a founda-
tion for long term sustainabil-
ity, the milestone represents a 
turning point.

The co op now has 250
member owners, a number 
that continues to grow as 
the community learns about 
the transition. Clarke said 
many residents are still dis-
covering the change and that 
the next phase depends on 
regular shoppers and new 
members. Membership also 
provides capital for equip-
ment upgrades, including an 
additional produce cooler 
expected in the next couple 
of months. Applications are 
available at the register or 
online.

“People are excited to see 
our vision come into being,” 
Clarke said. “Our biggest 
challenge is having folks visit 

us regularly and fill up their 
baskets.”

A VISION ROOTED 
IN LOCAL FOOD

The co op’s mission cen-
ters on access to healthy, 
local food and supporting 
local producers.

“Our goal is to create a 
food co op that provides 
Cottage Grove with fresh, 
natural, and organic foods at 
fair prices,” Clarke said. The 
store prioritizes local meats, 
cheeses, dairy, produce, and 
bulk items, with an emphasis 
on supporting small farm-
ers and regional producers. 
“Becoming a member means 
investing in local food secu-
rity,” she said.

A MARKET STILL 
TAKING SHAPE

Day to day activity is cen-
tered around the food trucks, 
Jackson’s Pub, the family 
friendly bar offering beer, 
wine, cider and non alcoholic 
options, and the Blackberry 
Food Co op, a combination 
that continues to draw steady 
foot traffic even as the larger 
Market vision unfolds.

Weekly live music has 
become a staple, thanks to 
local musicians who volun-
teer their time. The Market 
has also opened event rental 
opportunities, making its 
conference room, open space, 
and courtyards available for 
workshops and celebrations. 
A community wide logo com-
petition is underway, inviting 
artists of all ages to help 
shape the Market’s visual 
identity.

The Market’s home at 
926 E. Main St., managed 
by the nonprofit Twinberry 
Commons, has created 
opportunities for expanded 
programming, shared space 
and a more stable long term 
model, but the transition has 
required months of volunteer 
labor, financial restructuring 
and community support.

VENDORS EXPAND-
ING THE MIX

New vendors continue to 
join the Market. Brandywine 
Fisheries, a well established 
Springfield seafood business, 
now offers seasonal fish, 
crab, shrimp, and smoked 
seafood. The bar has tran-
sitioned to new operator 
Jackson Wallace Walters, 
who is curating a selection 
of regional beer, cider, and 
wine.

Food trucks remain a 
major draw. Cocina Mi 
Pueblo offers scratch made 
Mexican dishes, including 
the tamales owner Maria 
has been known for over 
11 years. Phat Turk brings 
Mediterranean cuisine, with 
grilled skewers prepared to 
order. Harley Q’s Barbecue, 
recently ranked second in 
Lane County, is known for 
high quality smoked meats 
and creative sides. Scott 
Watkins, owner of Harley 

Q’s, said he moved his truck 
from Eugene because “people 
here really support small 
businesses.” The Market is 
recruiting a fourth truck, ide-
ally one offering breakfast or 
something not yet available 
in Cottage Grove.

PARTNERSHIPS 
STRENGTHENING 
THE FOUNDATION

Early support from 
Hummingbird Wholesale 
founders Charlie Tilt and 
his wife helped establish 
operational systems and 
provided guidance during 
the transition. The Woodard 
Family Foundation has also 
been instrumental, offering 
financial support and mentor-
ship. Market leadership said 
the foundation’s involve-
ment reflects “a commit-
ment to community centered 
development.”

LOOKING AHEAD
Together, the Public 

Market and the Blackberry 
Food Co op form a connected 
ecosystem that supports local 
producers, keeps food dol-
lars circulating locally, and 

creates a shared space where 
food, art, music, and culture 
come together. Clarke said 
the long term vision is clear. 
“Food security and resilience, 
building our food web, help-
ing the local economy, creat-
ing jobs.”

As spring unfolds, vendors 
set out their displays, food 
trucks fire up their grills, 
and families wander through 
the space that has become a 
small but meaningful anchor 
in the heart of downtown on 
the corner of Main Street and 
Hwy. 99. With the co op’s 
milestone achieved and new 
vendors joining the mix, the 
Market is poised for its next 
chapter, one shaped by col-
laboration, community own-
ership, and the shared belief 
that local food matters.

Blackberry Food Co op
• Hours: Monday–Friday, 

12 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday 
and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

• Website: 
www.BlackberryFood.coop
Cottage Grove Public Market

For event info: www.face-
book.com/CGPublicMarket

Fatal Fire Victim Id’ed

An early morning fatal fire at the Relax Inn on April 2 was first spotted by a Cottage 
Grove police officer on routine patrol. Firefighters quickly arrived and extinguished the blaze. 
Investigators later identified the victim as 66-year-oldTheresa Lynn Fusselman, of Cottage 
Grove. Three others were injured in the blaze. The cause of the fire was not immediately avail-
able. The motel was built in1966.

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel
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No Kings Rally

More than 250 local residents marched through downtown and assembled at Coiner Park 
along Main Street in Cottage Grove on Saturday, March 28, holding American flags and color-
ful handmade signs as part of a nationwide “No Kings” demonstration. Those attending the 
rally called for changes to federal policies and an end to the conflict in Iran
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Robert “Bob” Bottorff of 
Cottage Grove, OR passed 
away on March 8, 2026 
from the effects of Vascular 
Dementia. He was preceded 
in death by his wife (Sue) 
in 2021. He is survived 
by his daughter Pam 
Bottorff and Allen (Angela) 
Bottorff, 8 grandchildren 
(Brandon, Chelsey, Celeste, 
Chad, Carter, Joe, Grace 
and Sophie), and 8 great-
grandchildren, as well as sister Teri Bolton 
and brother Scott (Kelly) Bottorff. He was 
preceded in death by his sister Toni Hanley.

Bob was born in September of 1954 to 
Jack and Joanne Bottorff in Pasadena, 
CA. He spent his childhood in Yucca 
Valley, Blue River and then Cottage Grove, 
where he attended High School and met 
Sue, whom he married in 1973. He was a 
logger and equipment operator his entire 

life. He relocated to Klamath 
Falls and started a small 
logging company, and was 
named “Operator of the 
Year” in 2005 by the AOL 
for his conscientious work 
and meticulous forestry 
practices. 

Bob and Sue returned 
to Cottage Grove as they 
neared retirement to be 
closer to their extensive 
and growing family. He 

spent most of his free time with Sue, kids 
and grandchildren. He enjoyed golfing, 
hunting and fishing, attending baseball/
football games, as well as woodworking. A 
small ceremony will be held April 25, 2026 
at Riverside Community Church of God in 
Cottage Grove at 1pm.  Arrangements by 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel. Private 
Inurnment, Fir Grove Cemetery, Cottage 
Grove, OR.

Robert “Bob” Bottorff
September of 1954 - March 8, 2026 

Angus “Mac” Clive 
MacDonald, known to family 
and friends as Mac, passed 
away on February 2, 2026, 
in Eugene, Oregon, at the 
age of 89. He was born on 
January 25, 1937, in Oregon 
City, Oregon, to Arthur 
S. and Jeanette (Brown) 
MacDonald. Mac lived a full 
and meaningful life marked 
by devotion to his service, 
education, and community. 

After graduating from 
Oregon City High School, Mac attended 
the University of Oregon, where he earned 
a Master’s degree in history in 1959. 
During his years at the university, he was 
a member of the U of O Delta Upsilon 
Fraternity from 1955 to 1959 and managed 
the Webfoot’s football team from 1957 to 
1958. His time at the university reflected 
the energy, loyalty, and commitment that 
would remain hallmarks of his life. He 
also served in the United States Army as a 
PVT in administration during the Korean 
War, answering the call to serve with quiet 
dedication and responsibility.

Mac devoted much of his professional life 
to education. He taught in the South Lane 
School District at Lincoln Junior High, 
where he shared his knowledge of social 
studies with generations of students. He 
later coached high school football as head 
coach from 1969 to 1979 and also taught 
U.S. Military History along with various 
other classes at the high school. His students 
and athletes knew him as a passionate, 
and friendly man who brought both high 
standards and genuine care to everything 
he did. He was a larger than life presence 
who filled the room with his energy and 
personality, and he left a lasting impression 
on those fortunate enough to know him.

Mac married Stacey Boustead on 
December 14, 2019, in Cottage Grove, 
Oregon, and they shared 31 years 
together. Their life together was built on 
companionship, mutual support, and many 
shared memories. He valued his family 
deeply and carried that devotion throughout 
his life. Those who loved him will remember 

his steady presence, quit wit 
that wouldn’t disappoint, 
his sense of humor, and 
the warmth he brought to 
everyday moments.

Outside of work, Mac 
enjoyed a wide range of 
interests that reflected his 
curiosity. He loved golf and 
enjoyed playing in fantasy 
football leagues. He took pride 
in gathering firewood, using 
his chainsaw, splitting and 
stacking wood, and making 

fires in the fireplace. He was interested in 
studying U.S. history and World War II, 
and he also enjoyed music, acting, singing, 
gambling at the casino, watching television, 
and doing crossword puzzles. These pastimes 
brought him joy and gave him many 
opportunities to connect with others.

Mac was also active in his community and 
was proud of the associations and honors 
that marked his years of involvement. He 
was a member of the Cottage Grove Elks 
Lodge, which was his home away from 
home. The lodge had a table plaque made 
for Mac that says, “Mac’s Home Office and 
Living Room.” He received Elk of the Year 
in 2005. 

In 2015, he was inducted into the 
Cottage Grove High School Hall of Fame, 
a recognition that reflected the respect he 
earned through his years of service and 
leadership. His life was one of purpose, 
accomplishment, and enduring connection 
to the people and places he loved.

Mac will be remembered by those who 
loved him as a steady, boisterous presence, 
quick wit that never disappointed, and his 
friendliness. His passion and intelligence 
shaped the lives of many, and his legacy 
will live on in the memories of his family, 
friends, students, and colleagues.

There will be a Celebration of life at the 
Cottage Grove Elks Lodge, Saturday, May 
23, 2026 at 2:00 PM. 755 N. River Rd., 
Cottage Grove, Oregon.

Arrangements are in the care of 
Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium.

Angus “Mac” Clive 
MacDonald

January 25, 1937 - February 2, 2026
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Patricia Bean, 76 of 
Cottage Grove, Oregon 
passed away April 7, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care 
of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium.

Rebecca Ann Hurd-
Thompson, 58 of Drain, 
Oregon passed away March 
23, 2026. Arrangements are 
in the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium.
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To the Citizens of Cottage Grove and All Who Enter Here:
It is with reverence, gratitude, and deep civic pride that we present this exibit honoring our he-

roes of the Second World War. Their names belong to this community as surely as they belong to 
history, and it is our solemn privilege to ensure that neither shall be forgotten.

The fifty-six portraits and records assembled in these rooms tell the stories of sons, brothers, 
neighbors, and friends — young men who walked these same streets, attended our schools, and 
worshipped in our churches before answering the call of their country in its hour of greatest need. 
They served across every theater of that terrible conflict, on the beaches of the Pacific, across the 
fields of North Africa, through the forests of Europe, and in the skies above them all. Each gave 
what none can restore.

This exhibit is offered not as an act of mourning alone, but as a testament to valor and to the 
enduring bond between a community and those it sends forth in its name. The families of these 
honored dead have contributed photographs, letters, and personal effects that bring each young 
man’s story to life with an intimacy that no official record can fully capture. We are deeply grateful 
for their trust and their generosity in sharing what is most precious to them.

Let all who pass through these halls do so with the awareness that freedom is never freely given, 
and that the liberties we hold today were purchased at a price paid by those whose youth is pre-
served forever on these walls. May we carry their memory with the same quiet courage with which 
they carried our nation’s cause.

We commend this exhibit to your contemplation, and we commend the souls of these brave men 
to your grateful remembrance. From such honored dead, we who are living take renewed devotion 
to our community, our country, and to one another.

Faithfully and Gratefully Yours,
Debra Monsive, President, Cottage Grove Genealogical Society

www.cggenealogy.org

 IN HONOR AND IN MEMORY 

Cottage Grove Genealogical Society
Invites You to their:

MILITARY OPEN HOUSE and Honor Gallery
APRIL 22, 2026 from 1 to 6 p.m.

Shepherd Room at the Cottage Grove Community Center,
700 East Gibbs Avenue

See all
 obituaries 
online at 

cgsentinel.com
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DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Jeanna Petersen | 541-902-3529

jpetersen@countrymedia.net

CLASSIFIED LINE ADVERTISING
Amanda Boulware | 541-649-1616

cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Retail Display Ads | 12p.m. Wednesday

Classified Display Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Classified Line Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Public Notices | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 

of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT:
1498 E. Main Street, STE 104, Cottage Grove, OR 97424  

The Cottage Grove Sentinel website www.cgsentinel.com.  
All subscriptions must be paid prior to beginning 

the subscription and are non-refundable.

Periodicals postage paid at Cottage Grove, Oregon.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Annually $90
6 months $65
Monthly $10

DIGITAL ONLY
Electronic edition annually $75
Electronic edition monthly $9

LOCAL MAIL SERVICE:
Call 541-649-1616 if you don’t receive your Cottage 

Grove Sentinel on the day of publication.

Advertising Ownership: All advertising copy 
and illustrations prepared by the Cottage Grove 
Sentinel become the property of the Country 
Media, Inc. and may not be reproduced for any 
other use without explicit written prior approval. 

Copyright Notice: Entire contents 
Copyright 2024 Country Media, Inc.

HOW TO REACH US

Joe Warren | Chief Executive/Operations 

jwarren@countrymedia.net

Frank Perea II | Chief Executive/Revenue 

fperea@countrymedia.net

NEWSROOM

Jeremy C. Ruark | News Editor

jruark@countrymedia.net

Jashlyn Sablan | Graphic Designer

jsablan@polkio.com

The CoTTage grove
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Gary Winterholler/Advertising
gwinterholler@countrymedia.net
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“The day the power of 
love overrules the love 
of power, the world will 
know peace.”

Mahatma Gandhi

Quote of the WeekWeekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

It’s time to discuss Oregon’s 
urban growth boundaries

Sooner or later, the Oregon 
Legislature will have to face 
up to redesigning a state cre-
ation that now looks like two 
icebergs on a collision course.

One iceberg is the wildly 
high cost of housing along 
with other living costs includ-
ing electric power and water; 
the other, the need to grow 
the state’s economy and shore 
up its softening base in the 
technology sector.

The locus for this conflict: 
Urban growth boundaries.

UGBs are one of those 
Oregon peculiarities, dating 
from the Tom McCall era and 
the 1973 enactment of Senate 
Bill 100, which framed the 
state’s land use system. Under 
its terms, urban areas in the 
state have to periodically 
estimate their needed growth 
for the coming 20 years 
and draw growth boundar-
ies outside of city limits. 
The process is overseen by 
the Land Conservation and 
Development Commission.

The Oregon Encyclopedia 
says that generally, “Housing 
tracts, shopping malls, and 
other kinds of urban devel-
opment are not allowed to 
sprawl past that boundary, 
while agricultural lands and 
open space outside a UGB 
are preserved.” The idea 
was partly to preserve open 
and farm spaces and partly 
to curb suburban sprawl, 
encouraging compact devel-
opment to reduce infrastruc-
ture and other costs.

They have succeeded to a 
great degree, but bugs have 
begun to multiply in the 
system. Some of those were 
hinted at in one national 
study noting that critics say 
UGBs “can stifle economic 
growth and development 

within the designated areas. 
Restricting the amount of 
land available for businesses 
and industries to expand can 
limit job growth and eco-
nomic opportunities.”

Hillsboro, in central 
Washington County, offers 
the best current case study. 

That city has been growing 
as tech businesses like (most 
notably) Intel have sometimes 
expanded and more recently 
struggled. Hillsboro also has 
become a major center, even 
from a national perspective, 
for large data centers; as 
many as 20 are located in the 
area. These are heavy con-
sumers of resources like elec-
tricity and water. Available 
space for ongoing expansion 
within the UGB has been 
limited. 

The process for expand-
ing a UGB is complex 
and difficult, and requires 
demonstration of a need 
for growth and evidence it 
can’t be met within existing 
limits. Cities are supposed 
to review them every five 
years. But the DLCD reports 
that “Since 2016, when 
the Land Conservation and 
Development Commission 
adopted revised rules regard-
ing urban growth boundary 
expansions, cities and coun-
ties in Oregon have success-
fully approved 46 expansions 
or adjustments to their urban 
growth boundaries.” That’s 
not a lot.  

One academic study sug-
gested UGBs began to have a 
“binding impact” on growth 
starting in the 1990s.

Hillsboro Mayor Beach 
Pace and area legislators in 
recent years have pressed 
what was called the Oregon 
Jobs Act, sponsored by 
Senator Janeen Sollman of 
Hillsboro, which sought to 
expand local growth areas by 

about 1,700 acres, to allow 
for industrial growth. But 
opposition became so fierce 
the measure died in the leg-
islature this session. Much of 
that pushback focused on data 
centers and other develop-
ments; one report even high-
lighted a “spider’s web” of 
links between corporate and 
local government officials. 

Nellie McAdams, execu-
tive director of Oregon 
Agricultural Trust, opined 
Sollman “heard loud and 
clear not only from her con-
stituents but from people all 
over the state that we’re not 
interested in poorly planned 
economic development that 
doesn’t result in jobs and 
destroys farmland.”

UGBs, then, have become 
a brake point for many 
Oregonians concerned about 
data centers. But limitations 
on them have other impacts 
as well. 

One study of UGBs said 
a key criticism was that they 
“can lead to increased hous-
ing costs within the bound-
ary area. By restricting the 
amount of land available for 
development, the law of sup-
ply and demand can come 
into play, driving up property 
prices and making housing 
less affordable for residents.”

Many Oregon communities 
have hit, or are approaching, 
that wall. Some smaller cities 
are surrounded, or nearly so, 
by farm and other open lands, 
and expanding UGBs into 
those areas involves clearing 
hurdles. 

The Legislature has acted 
on some of this. It passed 
in 2024 a measure planned 
to help communities where 
rents were especially high 
to make a one-time expan-
sion of its boundaries. But 
at least one poster child city 
for the effort, Woodburn, still 

was unable to accomplish its 
hoped-for expansion. In this 
year’s session a follow up bill 
was passed which may help 
with Woodburn’s issues. 

The problem for the legis-
lature, however, is larger than 
these local small-bore efforts 
suggest. So far the ques-
tion of how to treat UGBs 
and who uses them and for 
what, has been dealt with 
piecemeal. A larger frame 

for the subject needs to be 
developed. 

This could turn into a bat-
tle of more than housing ver-
sus economic growth, if only 
because those two things are 
related. Oregonians are going 
to face some hard choices if 
they’re going to untangle the 
web. 

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/04/02/

its-time-to-discuss-oregons-
urban-growth-boundaries/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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How to use mindfulness in your daily living
Mindfulness is the prac-

tice of becoming more 
fully aware of the present 
moment rather than dwell-
ing in the past, projecting 
into the future or what’s 
going on around us. It 
involves a heightened 
awareness of sensory stim-
uli, such as our breathing 
and being “in the now.”

Practicing mindfulness 
involves breathing meth-
ods, guided imagery and 
other practices to relax the 
body and mind.

1. Find a comfortable 
place: You’ll want to find 
a comfortable seat in a 
relaxed and stress-free 
environment. Sit on a 
couch or chair with your 
feet on the ground. Allow 
your head and shoulders 
to rest comfortably; place 
your hands on the tops of 
your legs with your upper 

arms at your side. Put 
your upper arms parallel 
to your upper body. Rest 
the palms of your hands 
on your legs.

2. Focus on your 
breathing: Close your 
eyes, take a deep breath 
and relax. Keep your 
attention on the sensation 
of the inhale and exhale of 
your breath. Focus on the 
air moving through your 
nose or the rising and fall-
ing of your stomach and 
chest.

3. Reduce wandering 
thoughts: It’s normal to 
have wandering thoughts 
or distractions, so don’t 
judge yourself if you 
start becoming distracted. 
Instead of wrestling with 
your thoughts, let them 
pass by, without focusing 
on any thought. Thoughts 
will try to pull your atten-
tion away from your 
breathing. Notice them, 
but don’t pass judgment. 

Gently return your focus 
to your breath.

4. Tune into your 
senses: Sometimes, when 
we’re stressed, focusing 
on what’s happening right 
in front of us can be a 
challenge in and of itself. 
Our minds are drawn to 
thinking about the future 
and all the bad things that 
are or could happen.

5. Live in the present:
Focus your attention on 
what’s happening right 
now, actively engaging 
with the current moment 
instead of dwelling on the 
past or worrying about the 
future.

6. Focus on one thing 
at a time: Multitasking 
can leave you feeling 
distracted, so concentrate 
on one task with your full 
attention.

7. Pay attention:
It’s hard to slow down 
and notice things in a 
busy world. Take the 
time to experience your 

environment with all your 
senses, including touch, 
sound, sight, smell and 
taste. For example, when 
you eat a favorite food, 
take the time to smell, 
taste and enjoy it.

8. Enjoy the small 
moments: Small moments 
in our lives include those 
that we don’t typically 
notice and those we take 
for granted. A small 
moment may be having 
a cup of coffee or a cool 
glass of water, spending 
a moment with a child or 
pet, or performing any 
everyday activity that goes 
by without our attention. 
Enjoyment, peace and 
serenity in life happen in 
the small moments.

9. Go outside: Spending 
time outdoors is a great 
way to live in the moment 
and observe the sights, 
sounds and sensations 
around you.

Stan Popovich is the 
author of “A Layman’s 

Guide to Managing Fear” 
which covers 200+ tech-
niques that can drasti-
cally improve your mental 

health. For more informa-
tion, visit website at http://
www.managingfear.com
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RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
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progress. Smith, who hired 
Pixton, described her as “in 
the top one percent” of lead-
ers he has supervised.

He noted Dorena’s rec-
ognition places the small 

rural school in rare company. 
Oregon only has two other 
schools with Solution Tree 
designations, and they are 
located in Portland and Salem, 
districts with far larger enroll-
ments and dedicated instruc-
tional support departments. 
For a PreK–8 school tucked 
into the Row River Valley 
to reach the same level of 
national attention underscores 
the depth of its work and the 
consistency of its professional 
learning culture.

“Dorena models a core 
principle in education that a 
student doesn’t care what you 
know unless they know that 
you care,” he said.

Middle school teacher 
Emily Molloy echoed that 
sentiment. As the sole teacher 
for grades six through eight, 
she guides students through 
every subject while emphasiz-
ing critical thinking and pro-
ductive struggle.

“Struggling isn’t a sign of 
failure,” she told the board. 
“It’s the sound of your brain 
growing.” She spoke about 
the school’s no alibis phi-
losophy and its belief that all 
children are “our children,” 
quoting James Baldwin as her 
guide.

LOOKING AHEAD 
TO MODEL SCHOOL 
STATUS

For Pixton, the award is 
meaningful not because of the 
recognition itself, but because 
of what it represents.

“You can be small and 
have so many barriers against 
you and still do what’s best 
for kids,” she said. “Dorena 
just got a national award that 
everyone would love to have 
for doing what’s best for 
kids.”

With one more year of data 
to collect, Dorena School 
now sets its sights on earning 
Solutions Tree’s “Model PLC 
at Work” designation. Pixton 
is confident.

“We’ve shown what is pos-
sible,” she said. “Now we 
owe it to our kids to show 
them how much further we 
can go.”

He reported that General 
Fund revenue remained rela-
tively flat. The district bud-
geted 43.4 million dollars for 
2025–26, but the most recent 
estimate was 42.5 million 
dollars. Next year’s projec-
tion is about $43. 

Enrollment continues to be 
a challenge, with the district 
losing 100 students since last 
March, which reduced both 
State School Fund revenue 
and grant allocations. The 
district will receive 51 per-
cent of the biennial funding 
next year, which helps offset 
some of the loss. Staff are 
also maximizing Medicaid 
revenue, improving tracking 
for students placed outside 
the district to ensure the dis-
trict receives full state fund-
ing, and exploring ways to 
keep more students in district.

REVENUE AND EX-
PENDITURE PRES-
SURES

On the expenditure side, 
staffing costs are projected to 
rise by about 1.1 million dol-
lars due to a 4 percent cost 
of living adjustment, step 
movement, and higher PERS 
and benefit costs. The first 
draft of the budget shows a 
deficit between 2 million and 
2.5 million dollars. Miller 
acknowledged the difficulty 

of the work but said the dis-
trict will get through it.

He emphasized the need to 
rebuild the district’s financial 
safety net. Midyear reduc-
tions brought the ending fund 
balance up to 0.005 percent, 
but the long term goal is 5
percent. Saving that amount 
in one year would require 
deep cuts, so staff are model-
ing a phased approach. Miller 
thanked staff across the 
district for the midyear work 
that reduced about one mil-
lion dollars in spending and 
helped stabilize the current 
year’s budget. The district 
also expects higher PERS 
costs when the 2007 bond 
expires next year.

Miller reviewed anticipated 
reductions in Title I (poverty) 
and IDEA (special educa-
tion) grants and reminded 
the board that many funding 
sources come with restric-
tions. He thanked the teach-
ers union for its partnership 
on furlough days, which 
preserved jobs and allowed 
many reductions to be man-
aged through attrition.

Miller said administra-
tors are continuing to refine 
program budgets and revenue 
projections. The district’s 
focus remains on protect-
ing the student experience 
and supporting the staff who 
make that work possible. 
“Our budget is a reflection 

of our values. Let us work 
together to ensure those val-
ues remain clear, even in a 
season of reduction.”

VALUES BEHIND 
THE NUMBERS

To underscore the human 
impact behind the numbers, 
Miller added: “The pages 
and pages of numbers are 
not numbers in isolation 
you can just change without 
understanding they represent 
programs, people, our effec-
tiveness and our beliefs.”

He said a recent leadership 
team meeting highlighted 
promising work happening 
across schools. “It is uplift-
ing and promising work,” he 
said. “Working with the num-
bers isn’t fun to go through 
but I have a lot of hope for 
our future.”

IN OTHER BOARD 
BUSINESS

• Superintendent’s contract 
extended

Following a positive mid 
year evaluation of his first 
year in the role.

• ACE Charter School 
renewal

The renewal process is 
going well and will come to 
the board for final approval at 
a future meeting.

• Dorena School National 
Recognition Celebrated

Jeremy Smith, Director 
of Teaching and Learning, 
Dorena School Principal 
Devin Pixton and school staff 
gave a brief presentation on 

the significance of this award 
for a small rural school. (See 
the full story on page 1)

• Lion Pride Pageant sets 
new record

The annual Children’s 
Miracle Network fund-
raiser, which supports the 
neonatal intensive care unit 
at Riverbend Hospital in 
Springfield, raised more than 
32,000 dollars. The winning 
team was Travis Vaughn and 
Emerson Bickford. Held on 
March 20, it was Miller’s 
first time attending. “The 
fun evening showcased how 
special kids can be and the 
amazing things they can do,” 
he said. “We saw the good-
ness in this next generation 
and how hard they worked to 
accomplish this and how sup-
portive the community was of 
their efforts.”

• Proposed attendance 
boundary adjustment

A proposed boundary 
change for Bohemia and 
Harrison Elementary Schools 
beginning next school year 
shifts the small part of 
Bohemia’s district east of I 
5 to Harrison School, which 
has more capacity to absorb 
students living in the new 
Pine Springs Apartments on 
Row River Road. Miller said, 
“Right now it affects a small 
number of Bohemia students 
and we’re not going to force 
the few Bohemia families 

living there to change to 
Harrison.”

• 2026–27 school calendar 
adopted

The board approved next 
year’s calendar with no sig-
nificant changes.

• “Little Lions” Child Care 
Center fee increases approved

The board approved fee 
increases for the Cottage 
Grove High School child care 
center that serves a few teen 
parents but mostly children of 
district staff.

Follow developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER
33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEY
Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY
467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF 
PERPETUAL HELP CHURCH 

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420
Father John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8:00 am -10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am
All Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH
820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy
541-942-2373
Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC Groups
tlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
75 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERY
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Common hood styleCommon hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

25% off  
LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26 Special off er– Save up to*

*Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any other 
off ers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, 
HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 
50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires 6/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers 
only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries, LLC.

Discover the Beauty & Durability 
of

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

PLUS

ZERO Interest, 
ZERO Payments 

Financing for 12 Months**

$1500 OFF*

CALL NOW 
(844) 847-9778
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Tanner “Tan” David Cooper, 
25 of Redmond, Oregon 
passed away unexpectedly 
on March 20. 2026. He 
was born on July 5, 
2000, to his mother 
Jami Cooper in 
Eugene, Oregon. 

Tanner graduated 
in 2018 from Al 
Kennedy High 
School, in Cottage 
Grove. After high school 
he completed one year at 
Lane Community College, in 
the Auto Technician Program. 

In 2022 Tanner moved to Redmond, 
Oregon after getting his CDL. He had 
gained experience driving many types of 
trucks. He drove oil tanker, chip truck, log 
truck, belly dump, and lowboy. Tanner’s 
heart was driving lowboy. It became his 
passion and he dreamed of owning his 
own truck one day. He truly loved being 
behind the wheel and took pride in his 
work.

Family meant a lot to him and watching 
his brother’s sporting events when he 

could was important to him.
Tanner is survived by his 
mother Jami Cooper, 

of Cottage Grove, 
daughter Oakleigh 
Cooper of Springfield, 
brother Trevor 
Cooper, of Cottage 
Grove, and Grandma 
Julie Cooper, of 
Cottage Grove, great-

grandma Sharon 
Cooper of Cottage 

Grove. He is preceded in 
death by his great-grandpa 

Gene Cooper, who was his rock 
and mentor. 

There will be a memorial service Saturday, 
April 25, 2026 at 11:00 AM at Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and Crematorium. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made at the First Tech 
Community Credit Union under Jami 
Cooper’s name, for Tanner’s daughter 
Oakleigh.

Please visit www.smithlundmills.com 
obituaries to share a memory, photo, or 
message in honor of Tanner.

Tanner “Tan” David Cooper
July 5, 2000 - March 20, 2026

Leta Raye Bishop 
(Hickethier), a beloved 
daughter, sister, wife, and 
mother whose radiant 
spirit touched countless 
lives, passed away on 
March 24th, 2026, in Palm 
Desert, CA, at the age of 75. 
Leta was a woman 
of extraordinary joy, 
embodying compassion, 
unwavering service, and 
boundless love throughout 
her life. Her infectious laughter, quick 
wit, and radiant smile were a beacon of 
light to everyone she met. She possessed 
a true servant’s heart, exemplified by her 
dedicated work at Desert Arc, where she 
assisted youth and young adults with 
mental challenges, serving and uplifting 
all who crossed her path. Her professional 
passion directly reflected her deeply kind 
and caring nature.

She lived a full life,  which turned into 
cherished memories: from her younger days 
of cheerleading and creating pottery with 
her mother,  to an adulthood enriched by 

travel, a deep love of music, 
dancing in the kitchen, 
and most importantly, the 
simple, precious moments 
spent with her husband, 
children, and grandchildren.

Leta was welcomed home 
by those who preceded her, 
especially her parents. She 
is survived by her devoted 
husband, Carl Bishop; her 
three loving children, Tim 
Huckins, Eric Huckins, and 

Mellissa Bates; 13 grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren.

She will be deeply missed, but her legacy 
is a testament to a life well-lived in the 
service of others. She will continue to shine 
brightly for all who knew and loved her.

A funeral service will be held on April 
18th, 2026 at 1 p.m. at the Yoncalla 
Church of Christ. A private family burial 
will follow, then a celebration of life at 
her family homestead after the burial. 
Arrangements are in the care of Smith-
Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel.

Leta Raye Bishop
January 9th, 1951 to March 24th, 2026

Linda Claire Pittenger, 83 
of Cottage Grove, Oregon 

passed away December 
24, 2025. There will be 
a memorial service and 
reception held Saturday, 
April 18, 2026, at 1:00 

PM at Smith-Lund-Mills 
Funeral Chapel, Cottage 

Grove, Oregon

Linda Claire 
Pittenger

1942 - 2025
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LADD CONSTRUCTION, 
LLC

New or remodel, decks, siding, 
windows, doors, shops, fences. 
541-913-1541 ccb# 239015

150
MISC SERVICES

Audien Hearing. The world’s 
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. 
More than 1.5 million happy 
customers. Call Audien 1-844-
387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
Get your favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 99% signal 
reliability! CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual 
contract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete 
preparation. Includes children, 
custody, support, property and 
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 
possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com le-
galalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and re-
ceive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-866-695-9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved 
ones care for you and get 
paid!\~ Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check 
your eligibility today! Call Free-
domCare now! 1-855-994-
1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV 
to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-844-533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iP-
hone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR 
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand 
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up 
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving ALL 
installation costs! Additional 
terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-
5268.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is 
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE 

inspection and no obligation 
estimate. Get 15% off your en-
tire order. Plus, Military & Se-
niors get an additional 10% off. 
Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase. 
Call 1-877-557-1912 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

The bathroom of your dreams 
in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments and No Interest for 
18 months for customers who 
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional instal-
lation. Senior & Military Dis-
counts Available. Call Today! 
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles or 
headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step pro-
cess. Instant offer. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 1-855-980-
4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guid-
ed tours available. Affordable, 
social and stress-free travel 
designed for mature travelers. 
Our tours include accommoda-
tions, transportation, baggage 
handling, sightseeing, entrance 
fees, a professional Tour Di-
rector and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all 
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-
335-3689.

999
PUBLIC NOTICES

CGS26-120 IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
STATE OF OREGON FOR 
THE COUNTY OF LANE 

(PROBATE DEPARTMENT) 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF ROY F. GOODE, 
DECEASED.

Case No.: 26PB02527 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED PERSONS 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Laura Darger has been 
appointed personal repre-
sentative. All persons having 
claims against the estate are 
required to present them, with 
vouchers attached, to the 
Decedent’s Personal Repre-
sentative’s attorney, Cassie 
N. Hutton-Ross, Howard Law 
Group, LLC, at 1114 12th 
Street SE, Salem, OR 97302, 
within four months after 
the date of first publication 
of this notice, or the claims 
may be barred. All persons 
whose rights may be affect-
ed by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information 
from the records of the court, 
the personal representatives, 
or the lawyer for the person-
al representatives, Cassie N. 

Hutton-Ross, 1114 12th Street 
SE, Salem, Oregon 97302. 
Dated and first published on 
April 15, 2026. /s/ Cassie N. 
Hutton-Ross, OSB No. 191678 
Attorney for Personal Repre-
sentative

CGS26-117 FOR THIS 
LEGAL-PUBLICATION 

OF THIS SACROSANCT-
MATRIMONY-STATUS:

HUSBAND: Nicholas-Ryan: 
Riggle’s-KNOWLEDGE AND 
WIFE: Marcy-Roxanne: Rig-
gle’s-KNOWLEDGE IS WITH 
THIS DATE-~22-~MARCH-
~2026-CLAIM OF THE 
SACROSANCT-MATRIMO-
NY-CONTRACT/CEREMONY 
WITH THE BILL OF THE LAD-
ING: GLOBAL-POSTAL-[U]
NION-JOURNAL-MAIL-COR-
PORATION-STAMP: 000-
000-940 WITH THE PER-
FORMANCE-PUBLICATION 
BY THIS HUSBAND: Nicho-
las-Ryan: Riggle’s-KNOWL-
EDGE AND WIFE: Marcy-Rox-
anne: Riggle’s-KNOWLEDGE. 
4/01/26, 04/08/26, 04/15/26

CGS26-115 TRUSTEE’S 
NOTICE OF SALE TS NO.: 

185648 APN: 0513810
Reference is made to that cer-
tain deed made by Staci 
Archer and Jack Archer, wife 
and husband as Grantor to 
First American Title, as Trust-
ee, in favor of Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration Systems, 
Inc. as designated nominee for 
Quicken Loans, LLC as Benefi-
ciary, dated 06/09/2021, 
recorded 06/09/2021, in the 
official records of Lane County, 
Oregon as Instrument No. 
2021-038299 in Book xx, Page 
xx covering the following 
described real property situat-
ed in said County and State, to 
wit: Beginning at a point at the 
Southerly Southeast corner of 
the W. G. Simpson Donation 
Land Claim No. 55, Section 25, 
Township 17 South, Range 6 
West of the Willamette Meridi-
an; and running thence South 
81° 15’ East 195.8 feet; thence 
North 195.8 feet; thence North 

81° 15’ West 195.8 feet; thence 
South 195.8 feet to the place 
of beginning, in Lane County, 
Oregon. Commonly known as: 
88859 Fountain Rd, Elmira, OR 
97437 The current beneficiary 
is Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a 
Quicken Loans, LLC pursuant 
to assignment of deed of trust 
recorded on 03/11/2025 as 
Inst No. 2025-006876 in the 
records of Lane, Oregon. The 
beneficiary has elected and 
directed successor trustee to 
sell the said real property to 
satisfy the obligations secured 
by said trust deed and notice 
has been recorded pursuant to 
Section 86.752(3) of Oregon 
Revised Statutes: the default 
for which the foreclosure is 
made is the grantor’s failure to: 
Make the monthly payments 
commencing with the payment 
due on 02/01/2025 and con-
tinuing each month until this 
trust deed is reinstated or goes 
to trustee’s sale; plus a late 
charge on each installment not 
paid within fifteen days follow-
ing the payment due date; 
trustee’s fees and other costs 
and expenses associated with 
this foreclosure and any further 
breach of any term or condi-
tion contained in subject note 
and deed of trust. 1. By the 
reason of said default the ben-
eficiary has declared all obliga-
tions secured by said deed of 
trust immediately due and pay-
able, said sums being the fol-

lowing, to wit: Principal bal-
ance in the amount of: 
$255,007.69; 2. Interest 
through 12/31/2025 in the 
amount of: $7,958.08 3. MIP/
PMI Advances in the amount 
of: $0.00 4. Recoverable bal-
ance in the amount of: 
$1,979.50 5. Suspense bal-
ance in the amount of: 
-$840.26 6. Total Fees in the 
amount of: $122.00 7. Late 
Charges in the amount of: 
$1,227.59 8. Total NSF Charge 
Fees in the amount of: $125.00 
9. Escrow Advances in the 
amount of: $2,036.27 10. 
Together with the interest 
thereon at the rate 3.7500000% 
per annum until paid; plus all 
accrued late charges thereon; 
and all trustee’s fees, foreclo-
sure costs and any sums 
advanced by the beneficiary 
pursuant to the terms of said 
deed of trust. The principal 
sum of $255,007.69 together 
with the interest thereon at the 
rate 3.7500000% per annum 
from 01/01/2025 until paid; 
plus all accrued late charges 
thereon; and all trustee’s fees, 
foreclosure costs and any 
sums advanced by the benefi-
ciary pursuant to the terms of 
said deed of trust. Whereof, 
notice hereby is given that the 
undersigned trustee will on 
05/06/2026 at the hour of 1:00 
PM, Standard of Time, as 
established by Section 
187.110, Oregon Revised Stat-

utes, at the front entrance of 
the Courthouse, 125 East 8th 
Avenue, Eugene, OR 97401, 
County of Lane, State of Ore-
gon, sell at public auction to 
the highest bidder for cash the 
interest in the said described 
real property which the grantor 
had or had power to convey at 
the time of the execution by 
him of the said trust deed, 
together with any interest 
which the grantor or his suc-
cessors in interest acquired 
after the execution of said trust 
deed, to satisfy the foregoing 
obligations thereby secured 
(and the costs and expenses 
of sale, including a reasonable 
charge by the trustee). Notice 
is further given that any person 
named in Section 86.778 of 
Oregon Revised Statutes; has 
the right to have the foreclo-
sure proceeding dismissed 
and the trust deed reinstated 
by payment to the beneficiary 
of the entire amount then due 
(other than such portion of 
said principal as would not 
then be due had no default 
occurred), together with the 
costs, trustee’s and attorney’s 
fees and curing any other 
default complained of in the 
Notice of Default by tendering 
the performance required 
under the obligation or trust 
deed, at any time prior to five 
days before the date last set 
for the sale. In construing this, 
the masculine gender includes 
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of:

• Asbestos
• LEAD Base Paint
• Mold

Residential & 
Commercial

Serving the Willamette 
Valley for 29 years.

● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com

CCB#64090

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616
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Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

CLASSIFIEDS - continued from page 7

the feminine and the succes-
sor in interest to the grantor as 
well as any other person owing 
obligation, the performance of 
which is secured by said trust 
deed; the words “trustee” and 
“beneficiary” include their 
respective successors in inter-
est, if any. Pursuant to Oregon 
Law, this sale will not be 
deemed final until the Trustee’s 
deed has been issued by 
Prime Recon LLC. If any irreg-
ularities are discovered within 
10 days of the date of this sale, 
the trustee will rescind the 
sale, return the buyer’s money 
and take further action as nec-
essary. If the sale is set aside 
for any reason, including if the 
trustee is unable to convey 
title, the Purchaser at the sale 
shall be entitled only to a return 
of the monies paid to the 
Trustee. This shall be the Pur-
chaser’s sole and exclusive 
remedy. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse 
against the Trustor, the Trust-
ee, the Beneficiary, the Benefi-
ciary’s Agent, or the Beneficia-
ry’s Attorney. Also, please be 
advised that pursuant to the 
terms stated on the Deed of 
Trust and Note, the beneficiary 
is allowed to conduct property 
inspections while there is a 
default. This shall serve as 
notice that the beneficiary shall 
be conducting property 
inspections on the referenced 
property. Without limiting the 
trustee’s disclaimer of repre-
sentations or warranties, Ore-
gon law requires the trustee to 
state in this notice that some 
residential property sold at a 
trustee’s sale may have been 

used in manufacturing meth-
amphetamines, the chemical 
components of which are 
known to be toxic. Prospective 
purchasers of residential prop-
erty should be aware of this 
potential danger before decid-
ing to place a bid for this prop-
erty at the trustee’s sale. 
NOTICE TO RESIDENTIAL 
TENANTS The property in 
which you are living is in fore-
closure. A foreclosure sale is 
scheduled for 05/06/2026 
(date). The date of this sale 
may be postponed. Unless the 
lender that is foreclosing on 
this property is paid before the 
sale date, the foreclosure will 
go through and someone new 
will own this property. After the 
sale, the new owner is required 
to provide you with contact 
information and notice that the 
sale took place. The following 
information applies to you only 
if you are a bona fide tenant 
occupying and renting this 
property as a residential dwell-
ing under a legitimate rental 
agreement. The information 
does not apply to you if you 
own this property or if you are 
not a bona fide residential 
tenant. If the foreclosure sale 
goes through, the new owner 
will have the right to require 
you to move out. Before the 
new owner can require you to 
move, the new owner must 
provide you with written notice 
that specifies the date by 
which you must move out. If 
you do not leave before the 
move-out date, the new owner 
can have the sheriff remove 
you from the property after a 
court hearing. You will receive 

notice of the court hearing. 
PROTECTION FROM EVIC-
TION IF YOU ARE A BONA 
FIDE TENANT OCCUPYING 
AND RENTING THIS PROPER-
TY AS A RESIDENTIAL 
DWELLING, YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO CONTINUE LIVING 
IN THIS PROPERTY AFTER 
THE FORECLOSURE SALE 
FOR: 60 DAYS FROM THE 
DATE YOU ARE GIVEN A 
WRITTEN TERMINATION 
NOTICE, IF YOU HAVE A 
FIXED TERM LEASE; OR AT 
LEAST 30 DAYS FROM THE 
DATE YOU ARE GIVEN A 
WRITTEN TERMINATION 
NOTICE, IF YOU HAVE A 
MONTH-TO-MONTH OR 
WEEK-TO-WEEK RENTAL 
AGREEMENT. If the new owner 
wants to move in and use this 
property as a primary resi-
dence, the new owner can give 
you written notice and require 
you to move out after 30 days, 
even though you have a fixed 
term lease with more than 30 
days left. You must be provid-
ed with at least 30 days’ writ-
ten notice after the foreclosure 
sale before you can be required 
to move. A bona fide tenant is 
a residential tenant who is not 
the borrower (property owner) 
or a child, spouse or parent of 
the borrower, and whose rental 
agreement: Is the result of an 
arm’s-length transaction; 
Requires the payment of rent 
that is not substantially less 
than fair market rent for the 
property, unless the rent is 
reduced or subsidized due to a 
federal, state or local subsidy; 
and Was entered into prior to 
the date of the foreclosure 

sale. ABOUT YOUR TENANCY 
BETWEEN NOW AND THE 
FORECLOSURE SALE: RENT 
YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO 
PAY RENT TO YOUR LAND-
LORD UNTIL THE PROPERTY 
IS SOLD OR UNTIL A COURT 
TELLS YOU OTHERWISE. IF 
YOU DO NOT PAY RENT, YOU 
CAN BE EVICTED. BE SURE 
TO KEEP PROOF OF ANY 
PAYMENTS YOU MAKE. 
SECURITY DEPOSIT You may 
apply your security deposit 
and any rent you paid in 
advance against the current 
rent you owe your landlord as 
provided in ORS 90.367. To do 
this, you must notify your land-
lord in writing that you want to 
subtract the amount of your 
security deposit or prepaid 
rent from your rent payment. 
You may do this only for the 
rent you owe your current 
landlord. If you do this, you 
must do so before the foreclo-
sure sale. The business or indi-
vidual who buys this property 
at the foreclosure sale is not 
responsible to you for any 
deposit or prepaid rent you 
paid to your landlord. ABOUT 
YOUR TENANCY AFTER THE 
FORECLOSURE SALE The 
new owner that buys this prop-
erty at the foreclosure sale 
may be willing to allow you to 
stay as a tenant instead of 
requiring you to move out after 
30 or 60 days. After the sale, 
you should receive a written 
notice informing you that the 
sale took place and giving you 
the new owner’s name and 
contact information. You 
should contact the new owner 
if you would like to stay. If the 

new owner accepts rent from 
you, signs a new residential 
rental agreement with you or 
does not notify you in writing 
within 30 days after the date of 
the foreclosure sale that you 
must move out, the new owner 
becomes your new landlord 
and must maintain the proper-
ty. Otherwise: You do not owe 
rent; The new owner is not 
your landlord and is not 
responsible for maintaining the 
property on your behalf; and 
You must move out by the date 
the new owner specifies in a 
notice to you. The new owner 
may offer to pay your moving 
expenses and any other costs 
or amounts you and the new 
owner agree on in exchange 
for your agreement to leave the 
premises in less than 30 or 60 
days. You should speak with a 
lawyer to fully understand your 
rights before making any deci-
sions regarding your tenancy. 
IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR ANY 
PERSON TO TRY TO FORCE 
YOU TO LEAVE YOUR 
DWELLING UNIT WITHOUT 
FIRST GIVING YOU WRITTEN 
NOTICE AND GOING TO 
COURT TO EVICT YOU. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
YOUR RIGHTS, YOU SHOULD 
CONSULT A LAWYER. If you 
believe you need legal assis-
tance, contact the Oregon 
State Bar and ask for the law-
yer referral service. Contact 
information for the Oregon 
State Bar is included with this 
notice. If you do not have 
enough money to pay a lawyer 
and are otherwise eligible, you 
may be able to receive legal 
assistance for free. Information 

about whom to contact for free 
legal assistance is included 
with this notice. OREGON 
STATE BAR, 16037 S.W. Upper 
Boones Ferry Road, Tigard 
Oregon 97224, Phone (503) 
620- 0222, Toll-free 1-800-
452-8260 Website: http://
www.oregonlawhelp.org The 
Fair Debt Collection Practices 
Act requires that we state the 
following: this is an attempt to 
collect, and any information 
obtained will be used for that 
purpose. If a discharge has 
been obtained by any party 
through bankruptcy proceed-
ings: This shall not be con-
strued to be an attempt to 
collect the outstanding indebt-
edness or hold you personally 
liable for the debt. This letter is 
intended to exercise the note 
holders right’s against the real 
property only. NOTICE TO 
VETERANS If the recipient of 
this notice is a veteran of the 
armed forces, assistance may 
be available from a county vet-
erans’ service officer or com-
munity action agency. Contact 
information for a service officer 
appointed for the county in 
which you live and contact 
information for a community 
action agency that serves the 
area where you live may be 
obtained by calling a 2-1-1 
information service. Dated: 
12/30/2025 Prime Recon LLC 
By: Carmen Robinson, Autho-
rized Signer Prime Recon LLC 
27368 Via Industria, Ste 201 
Temecula, CA 92590 Phone 
number for the Trustee: (888) 
725-4142 A-FN4862134 
03/25/2026, 04/01/2026, 
04/08/2026, 04/15/2026
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Cottage Grove grabs first wins

It was a good day for the Lions 
on the baseball diamond and the 
softball field on Apr. 3, as both 
programs earned their first and 
second wins of the season in 
Friday doubleheader action.

The baseball team did its work 
at home, beating Coquille 10-0 
and 14-3 to taste victory for the 
first time in 2026. For the softball 
squad, a trip to Creswell proved 
fruitful, as they won their first 
game 11-8 and their second 14-3.

Let’s take a look back at those 
results and dive into the perfor-
mances that netted those first Ws.
Dominant Lions best 
the Red Devils

The Lions welcomed the Red 
Devils on Apr. 3, and Cottage 
Grove put together two complete 
games to earn those first two wins.

It was a quick start for Cottage 
Grove, and they never looked 
back.

Lead-off Lions’ hitter Andrew 
Horner got on base with a single 
and worked his way around the 
diamond, stealing second and third 
in the subsequent at-bat. He was 
sent home by a Nikai Bridgens 
single. After a walk and an error 
loaded the bases, Bridgens scored 
off a passed ball, and Sal Sisson 
drove in the other two runners 
with a hard groundball single. 
After just one inning, the Lions 
were up 4-0.

Elijah Cushman was pitching 
for Cottage Grove, and he brought 
his full array of pitches to bam-
boozle the Red Devils. He struck 
out six batters in the first two 
innings, giving up just one single, 

with four of the swingers striking 
out looking.

In the bottom of the second, the 
Lions doubled their lead. Bridgens 
got back on base with another 
single, this one from a bunt. He 
finished the game with two hits 
and an RBI. With the bases loaded 
a few at-bats later, Evan Emmick 
fired a fly ball into left field for 
a double and two RBIs. Kellen 
Hurst got in on the action, batting 
in two more runs to extend the 
lead to 8-0.

After remaining scoreless in 
the third, Cottage Grove killed 
the game off in the fourth. After 
reaching base on a single, Emmick 
got all the way around the base-
paths and scored on a passed 
ball. The final run was batted 
in by Hunter Rhodes, who sent 
Kellen Hurst home with a double, 
Cottage Grove’s second double of 
the game.

The game was ended due to 
the double-digit scoring margin 
after the fifth inning, as Coquille 
couldn’t muster an answer. 
Cottage Grove amassed 10 hits 
during the game, and it ended 
10-0.

In the second leg of the back-
to-back, the Lions came out sharp 
again. The Lions had four hits 
in the inning, sparked by Horner 
and Bridgens, who got lead-off 
hits for the second game in a row. 
The Lions batted in three runs, 
with Nolan Spears, Emmick, and 
Rhodes registering RBI.

Neither team scored in the 
second, and Coquille got its first 
two runs of the matchup in the 
third. But Cottage Grove answered 
dominantly with a seven-run, bot-
tom of the third.

Nolan Spears got things started 
with a double and was shortly 

batted home by Emmick. The 
Lions connected with five more 
pitches in the inning, and pretty 
soon they were out of sight with a 
10-2 lead.

The Lions totaled 12 hits in the 
game and finished the game in the 
bottom of the sixth, with the score 
standing at 14-3. Emmick, Horner, 
and Bridgens each had two hits for 
the Lions, with Emmick leading 
the team with three RBI. Emmick 
also led the team with three steals, 
and Bridgens was close behind 
with two.

After scoring those two wins, 
Cottage Grove didn’t have as 
much success against Glide on 
Apr. 7, falling 15-5. They will be 
back in action against Newport on 
Apr. 10.

Softball wins big
In a doubleheader matchup 

with Creswell away from home, 
the Lions had a showdown that 
had just about everything, from 
homers to errors.

The Lions got the scoring 
started in the first inning, with 
Jayda Bruner and Shae Richardson 
hitting back-to-back doubles and 
batting in two runs. Creswell 
answered right back with two runs 
of their own in the bottom of the 
first.

After Alexsis Woody started 
the second with a single, Torri 
Noffsinger kept the double train 
rolling, sending home Woody with 
a line drive to center field, taking 
a 3-2 advantage. The Lions held 
the Bulldogs scoreless in the sec-
ond, and then Richardson stepped 
up for her second at-bat.

She ended up smashing the 
ball and got a solo trip around the 
bases, a homerun, the only hit of 
the inning, putting the Lions up 

4-2. Creswell kept the gap close 
in when their turn came, scoring a 
run to make it 4-3 after three.

The fourth and fifth innings 
for the Lions were without action, 
as only one of their seven batters 
in those innings reached base. 
Creswell was next to apply pres-
sure, with a homerun in the bot-
tom of the fifth to tie the game at 
4-4. A costly error with two outs 
allowed Creswell to take the lead, 
and the Bulldogs held a 6-4 lead 
heading into the sixth.

June Thornton stepped up to 
get a big double for the Lions at 
the top of the sixth, meaning that 
Cottage Grove had runners on 
second and third. This time, the 
Lions were the beneficiaries of an 
error, scoring two runs off an error 
from the Bulldogs. Cottage Grove 
would score three more runs off 
an error later in the inning, and 
would add a cherry on top with a 
single from Woody to drive in a 
sixth run in the sixth.

Though Creswell would score 
two runs in the bottom of the sixth 
to make it 10-8, the final player to 
cross home plate was a Lion, with 
Thornton scoring a run to bring 
the score to its final tally of 11-8. 
Tori Noffsinger pitched the entire 
game for Cottage Grove, finishing 
with six strikeouts, 10 walks, and 
four earned runs against.

If the first game left any doubt, 
the second game did not. The 
Lions showed their claws early 
and never let the Bulldogs get 
close.

The Lions loaded up the bases 
early, with one single from Macey 
Basting and two walks. Val Aura 
and Makya Alsup each singled to 
send a runner home, bringing the 
score to 2-0, then three more runs 
followed with one batter being hit 

by a pitch, and two more being 
walked. The backbreaker came 
when Woody hit a single that 
drove in three runs, bringing the 
score to 8-0.

Woddy would end the game 
with two hits, two bases on balls, 
and four RBI. Aura also had a 
fantastic game, with three hits and 
three RBI, including a double. 
Rounding out the hitting leaders 
for the Lions was Makya Alsup, 
who had three hits, including two 
doubles, batting in two runs.

Creswell did get on the board 
with two runs in the third inning, 
but Cottage Grove stayed well 
in control, adding one run in the 
fourth and another in the fifth. 
With the score at 10-3 heading 
into the top of the sixth, the finish-
ing touches were applied by Aura, 
Alsup, and Noffsinger. Aura batted 
in two runs with a single, Alsup 
got an RBI double, and Noffsinger 

got an RBI single, making it three 
hits in a row to go up 14-3.

Noffsinger pitched the full six 
innings, bringing her pitch count 
to 233 in the two games; 116 of 
those were strikes. In the second 
game, Noffsinger added four more 
strikeouts while giving up three 
earned runs.

In the next game on Apr. 7, the 
Lions lost to Harrisburg 13-10, 
bringing their record to 2-8 so far 
this season. They’ll look to add 
to their win total against Hidden 
Valley on Apr. 14.

Follow game results at osaa.
org and see CGHS sports features 
online at cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of The 
Sentinel. 

Courtesy photo from the Cottage Grove HS Softball Facebook page
Cottage Grove’s softball team poses in front of the score-
board after their 14-3 win against Creswell on Apr. 3.

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel 
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