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Cottage Grove Rodeo rides into its 79th year

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Hundreds of rodeo fans will
soon pack the stands at the
Cottage Grove Riding Club’s
arena for two nights of Old West
fun.

The Cottage Grove Rodeo has
been a much-anticipated annual
summertime event since 1947
and celebrates its 79th year this
weekend, July 10-11.

The Northwest Professional
Rodeo Association (NPRA)
sanctions the event and brings
regional competitors to Cottage
Grove for a full slate of rough
stock and timed events. It’s a
two-day celebration of rodeo
sports, horsemanship, and local
tradition, drawing riders, specta-
tors, and vendors from across
the region.

For most of its nearly 80
years, the Cottage Grove Riding
Club (CGRC) has produced
the rodeo in partnership with
NPRA. For many weeks, club
members have been busy spruc-
ing up the rodeo grounds south
of town, at 77958 Highway 99S,
to welcome their guests and
performers.

Club President AJ Cave said
the event remains the organiza-
tion’s largest undertaking each
year and depends on a broad
volunteer base.

“We are very fortunate to have
a very committed and diverse
board of directors and a lot of
very helpful volunteers that
work hard year-round to put
together such a large event for
the community,” Cave said.

Rodeo proceeds support the
club’s year-round programs,
including youth activities, mem-
ber ride nights, and seasonal
competitions.

EVENTS

Youth competitions begin
before the main program and
remain one of the rodeo’s most
popular features. Mutton Bustin,
Calf Riding, and Steer Riding
return this year, with Junior
Barrel Racer qualifiers start-
ing at 4 p.m. and kids events
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The Cottage grove Rodeo is held at the Cottage Grove Riding Club and Rodeo Grounds, at
77958 Highway 99S in Cottage Grove.

beginning at 5 p.m. The Grand
Entry with flags and fanfare
begins at 7 p.m. followed by the
NPRA sanctioned events.

On Saturday night attendees
are invited to stay and enjoy
an after-party dance with DJ
Shredder.

ROUGHSTOCK EVENTS

Bareback Riding — Rider holds
onto a rigging with one hand
while riding a bucking horse.

Saddle Bronc Riding — Known
as the “classic” rodeo event;
rider uses a specialized saddle
and rein.

Bull Riding — Arguably the
most intense; rider must stay

on a bucking bull for 8 seconds
using one hand.

TIMED EVENTS

Tie-Down Roping — Cowboy
ropes a calf, dismounts, and ties
three legs together.

Steer Wrestling — Also called
“bulldogging”; cowboy jumps
from horse to steer and wrestles
it to the ground.

Team Roping — Two rid-
ers (header and heeler) work
together to rope a steer’s horns
and hind legs.

Barrel Racing — Timed race
around three barrels in a clover-
leaf pattern (primarily a wom-
en’s event).

Breakaway Roping — A newer
event where the rope “breaks
away” from the saddle horn
when the calf is roped (also pri-
marily for women).

TICKETS

Discount presale tickets are
available at Brad’s Cottage
Grove Chevrolet, Wagon Wheel
Feed Store, Country Farm and
Ranch Supply, The Vintage Inn
Bar and Grill and Schweitzer’s
Western Wear. Tickets prices at
the gate are:

Adults (14+) $20, Seniors
(60+) and Veterans $15, Kids

See RODEOPage 6

Lawsuit could upend management of public lands

ALEX BROWN
Oregon Capital Chronicle

A new lawsuit challenging a log-
ging project in Oregon threatens to
unravel the management plans gov-
erning hundreds of millions of acres
of federal public land.

At stake are thousands of leases
and permits covering billions of
dollars of economic activity —
including mining, drilling, grazing,
logging, ski resorts, wind and solar
projects, outdoor recreation, hunting
and fishing. If successful, the law-
suit could throw the management of
huge swaths of the West into chaos.

Some experts fear the new legal
uncertainty around federal agencies’
management authority could unleash
a tsunami of lawsuits targeting
everything from mining to the con-
servation of wildlife habitat.

“They’ve opened Pandora’s Box
here,” said Susan Jane Brown,
the attorney who filed the lawsuit
and serves as principal at Silvix
Resources, a nonprofit environmen-
tal law firm.

“When you throw that whole
system into chaos, it’s a problem
whether you’re the oil and gas
industry or the timber industry or
someone who wants to take a fall
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Courtesy photo from the Washington State Department of Natural Resources

A harvester crane processes a log on a thinning project in
the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest in Washington
state. A new lawsuit targeting a timber harvest in Oregon
could upend management of federal lands across the West.

rules.

Some legal experts contend that
by using the law to target public
land policy, Congress unwittingly
invalidated hundreds of land use
plans, along with decades worth of
permits and management decisions.
The Oregon lawsuit is the first
to test that theory in court — but

across the country. Oil and gas drill-
ers could have their permits chal-
lenged in court. Ranchers could lose
their leases. And understaffed fed-
eral agencies would have to redraft
hundreds of plans that typically take
years to complete.

“This has been flying under the
radar,” said Michael Carroll, a

land management campaign direc-
tor with the Wilderness Society, an
environmental group. “[Congress]
basically opened themselves up to
multiple lawsuits from any number
of stakeholders calling into question
whether or not an agency has the
authority to issue permits.”

The Congressional Review Act

The three-decade-old
Congressional Review Act requires
new regulations issued by fed-
eral agencies to be submitted to
Congress before taking effect.
Congress then has a review period
of 60 working days during which it
can vote to revoke them.

This review power was rarely
invoked until Trump’s first term,
when Republicans used it to over-
turn 16 regulations. The GOP has
been even more aggressive in
Trump’s second term, overturning
23 rules so far, including conserva-
tion standards for water heaters,
overdraft lending regulations and
restrictions on pollutants in tire
manufacturing

Until recently, management plans
for federal public lands were not

See OREGON Page 6

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove
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The main entrance into Cot-
tage Grove from Interstate 5
is “failing” according to city
officials, and funding for Row
River Road improvements is
undetermined.

No
immediate

fix for
‘failed’ Row
River Road

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove is now sport-
ing a new, and what city officials
describe as a vibrant, Main Street
in the city’s historic district fol-
lowing a multi-million-dollar
revitalization project that was
competed in late December 2025.

But the main entrance into the
city from Interstate 5 remains
broken. City Public Works
Director Faye Stewart has told
The Sentinel that Row River
Road has “failed.”

“It is a main entrance into the
city for industrial trucks, heavy
equipment, and other vehicles,”
Cottage Grove City Manager
Mike Sauerwein said. “The road
is in very bad shape and really
needs major upgrades.”

Sauerwein wasn’t able to give
a specific cost estimate for the
needed improvements for Row
River Road, but acknowledged
that the cost could be in the mil-
lions of dollars.

“We have not done a full anal-
ysis, but it would be significant,”
he said.

Sauerwein said the current
funding options are challenging.

“We don’t see any major
funding opportunities on the
horizon,” he said. “Just like
with Main Street, we are con-
tinuing to work for any kind of
grant opportunities that become
available.”

According to Sauerwein, the
city had lobbied for state funding
in 2025 for the Row River Road
funding, but because of the con-
troversy over the state transporta-
tion finding issues, that funding
was not approved.

He added that general mainte-
nance of all the city’s streets con-
tinues with limite4d city funding.

“We are doing as much as we
can with the funding that we
have available to us through gas
taxes to maintain our streets as
best we can,” he said. “There
are really a number of streets in
town that really do need help.
Our street budget is mostly paid
for with gas taxes, and there’s
been plenty in the media about
how those funds are actually
going down.”

Follow developments of this
story online at cgsentinel.com
and in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.
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A CLOSER LOOK

Concealing camping items 1n purse leads to warrant arrest

The following is from
the Cottage Grove Police
Department’s Weekly Update.

- Over the weekend of
June 20th, Sergeant Carlton
and K9 RIPP competed in
Springfield’s annual Police
K9 competition at Silke
Field. The competition
consisted of five scenarios
including box search, obsta-
cle course, apprehension/
redirect, fastest dog, and han-
dler protection. Springfield
Police stated that the 2026
K9 competition was one of
the tightest and most exciting
competitions they have seen
in recent history.

- Officers responded to
Bi-Mart after loss prevention
detained a woman who had
concealed multiple camping
items in her purse and exited
the store without paying.
Officers discovered she also
had an active warrant out of
Union County. She was cited
in lieu of custody for Second-
Degree Theft (ORS 164.045)
and lodged at the Lane
County Jail on the outstand-
ing warrant.

- Officers responded
to assist LCSO with a

single-vehicle injury crash
near Row River Road and
Rat Creek Road. The driver
had left the scene on foot but
was located about a half-mile
away with significant facial
injuries. The investigation
revealed she was driving
while suspended, required
to have an ignition interlock
device installed, was not
wearing a seatbelt, and was
wanted by our agency. She
was treated by South Lane
Fire and Rescue and trans-
ported to RiverBend Medical
Center. The Lane County
Sheriff’s Office assumed the
primary crash investigation.

- Officers contacted two
individuals inside a disabled
motorhome at Chevron after
learning it was associated
with a wanted subject. The
wanted male was arrested
without incident on a state-
wide felony warrant for
a weapons offense and a
Cottage Grove warrant for
Fourth-Degree Assault. He
was lodged at the Lane
County Jail.

- Dispatch received reports
of a fire near Highway 99
South and South River Road.

Officers arrived, extinguished
the fire with a fire extin-
guisher, and South Lane Fire
and Rescue ensured it would
not reignite. Officers detained
a nearby male who admitted
to starting the fire. He was
cited in lieu of custody for
Reckless Burning.

- Officers responded to a
report of a possibly intoxi-
cated driver after a witness
observed the driver using
the center turn lane to pass
another vehicle before strik-
ing a concrete parking stop in
the Pinocchio’s Pizza parking
lot.

During the initial contact,
the driver denied driving and
provided conflicting expla-
nations regarding who had
been operating the vehicle.
Officers confirmed with wit-
nesses, the male subject was
positively identified as the
only driver of the associated
vehicle. Dispatch confirmed
his Oregon driving privileges
were revoked.

The subsequent investiga-
tion revealed numerous signs
of impairment, and he later
provided breath samples of
0.17% (over twice the legal

limit) Blood Alcohol Content.

The driver was charged with

Driving Under the Influence

of Intoxicants (ORS 813.010)
and Driving While Suspended
or Revoked — Misdemeanor

(ORS 811.182). He was then
given a courtesy ride to a
relative’s home.

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime
are presumed innocent
until proven guilty.
Information printed is
preliminary and subject
to change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY, JUNE 22

00:48: Warrant service,
200 block N. 12th St.

03:40: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

06:49: Agency assist,
6th/Tobiasson

07:11: Suspicious sub-
ject, I5 SB MM 179

07:24: Abandoned
vehicle, 100 block Tyler
Ave.

07:55: Dog at large,
1100 block E. Harrison
Ave.

08:00: Motor vehicle
crash, 37000 block Row
River Rd.

09:15: Fraud, 1300
block Birch Ave.

10:10: Fire, 200 block
South M St.

13:02: Warrant service,
200 block N. 12th St.

15:43: Disturbance,
400 block South 1st St.

16:24: Theft, 900 block
Row River Rd.

17:20: Theft, 100 block
Gateway Blvd.

17:39: Warrant service,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

18:40: Harassment, 500
block N. River Rd.

POLICE BLOTTER

19:14: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block E. Main
St.

20:21: Fire, 800 block
S. 6th St.

23:06: Trespass, 1200
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, JUNE 23

01:59: Suspicious
vehicle, 800 block Row
River Rd.

02:58: Suspicious sub-
ject, 800 block Olson PI.

03:02: Juvenile trouble,
600 block S. 5th St.

04:24: Trespass, 1700
block Hwy 99

09:33: Fire, 2000 block
S. 6th St.

10:12: Abandoned
vehicle, 16th/Gibbs

11:38: Illegal camping,
Hwy 99/Row River Rd.

14:21: Agency assist,
Rat Crk/Row River Rd.

14:21: Agency assist,
900 block South U St.

17:35: Suicidal subject,
1700 block Hwy 99

17:58: Abandoned
vehicle, 300 block S. 2nd
St.

19:47: Assault, 700
block Hwy 99

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24

00:22: Suspicious con-
dition, 9th/Whiteaker

01:19: Illegal camping,
1000 block E. Main St.

02:26: Criminal mis-
chief, 3rd/Quincy

06:43: Suspicious
condition, 700 block E.
Gibbs Ave.

07:27: Disturbance,
River Rd/Harrison

09:55: Suspicious
condition, 900 block S.
River Rd.

11:17: Agency assist,
300 block N. 8th St.

13:45: Fraud, 1000
block S. 11th St.

14:14: Theft, 2500
block Mosby Creek Rd.

14:44: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

15:58: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

19:40: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1300 block E. Main
St.

20:31: Fire, Hwy 99/S
River Rd.

22:05: Disturbance,

800 block Row River Rd.

23:17: Disturbance,
200 block S. 5th St.

THURSDAY, JUNE
25

06:52: Alarm, 700
block E. Gibbs Ave.

07:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block E. Main
St.

07:43: Warrant service,
1200 block Gateway
Blvd.

08:09: Burglary, 600
block Johnson Ave.

09:12: Abandoned
vehicle, 1100 S. 6th St.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1400 block Hwy 99

10:11: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

10:47: Missing person,
500 block Grant Ave.

12:00: Warrant service,
1300 block Jefferson St.

12:55: Abandoned
vehicle, Main/Cemetery
Rd.

17:06: Theft, 2500
block E. Main St.

17:31: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block S. 10th
St.

19:24: Suicidal subject,
1500 block Village Dr.

19:49: Suspicious con-
dition, 1000 block Hwy
99

19:55: Fire, 1500 block
Hwy 99

21:52: Reckless driv-
ing, 800 block E. Monroe
Ave.

23:10: Disturbance,
1500 block N. 19th St.
23:47: Disturbance,
32000 block Rachel Rd.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26

00:05: Suspicious sub-
ject, Main/ 9th

03:19: Motor vehicle
crash, Hwy 99/Lynx
Hollow Rd.

07:56: Alarm, 800
block E. Washington
Ave.

09:06: Nuisance, 100
block Sweet Ln.

13:43: Wanted subject,
200 block Buttercup Lp.

15:07: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

15:27: Juvenile trouble,
900 block Arthur Ave.

15:39: Fraud, 700
block E. Harrison Ave.

19:15: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block S. River
Rd.

19:41: Theft, 500 block
Grant Ave.

20:30: Suspicious sub-
ject, 400 block S. 7th St.
21:12: Nuisance, 800

block N. 11th St.

21:54: Suspicious con-
dition, 100 block N. 7th
St.

22:50: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

SATURDAY, JUNE
27

09:13: Death inves-
tigation, 78000 block
Halderman Rd.

09:18: Suspicious
condition, 1500 block
Gateway Blvd.

09:43: Suicidal subject,
200 block Gateway Blvd.

14:21: Fire, 8000 block
Hwy 99

15:07: Fire, 77000
block S. 6th St.

15:14: Trespass, 200
block N. 12th St.

15:40: Drug activity,
900 block S. River Rd.

17:00: Suicidal subject,
900 block S. 6th St.

18:55: Trespass, 100
block North L St.

19:00: Trespass, 400
block N. 9th St.

20:45: Suspicious
condition, 100 block
Gateway Blvd.

21:04: Suspicious
vehicle, 1200 block N.
River Rd.

21:20: Suspicious
vehicle, 900 block Row
River Rd.

21:38: Suspicious con-
dition, 1700 block Hwy
99

23:12: Disturbance,
900 block Row River Rd.

SUNDAY, JUNE 28

00:16: Nuisance, 6th/
Main

09:35: Mental subject,
200 block N. 8th St.

09:51: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

11:15: Suspicious con-
dition, Bryant/River Rd.

12:28: Disturbance,
200 block N. 12th St.

14:12: ATL DUII, 1700
block E. Main St.

15:11: Harassment, 700
block S. 13th St.

15:44: Fire, I5 MP 170

17:47: Order violation,
800 block S. 1st St.

18:14: Fraud, 1900
block S. 6th St.

18:14: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

18:45: Disturbance,
600 block S. 3rd St.

20:27: Dog at large,
1100 block E. Harrison
Ave.

21:44: Trespass, 1500
block Village Dr.

Two arrests follow

The Lane County Sheriff’s
Office (LCSO) has released
details of a month-long inves-
tigation into allegations of
sex abuse involving a juve-
nile victim.

On June 25, LCSO depu-
ties and detectives served
a search warrant in the
82900 block of Scott Lane

in Creswell connected to the
case.

Following the search war-
rant, investigators arrested
two subjects for numerous
crimes. 28-year-old Aubry
Siobhan Blaylock of Creswell
and 32-year-old Erik Michael
Maynes of Creswell were
both taken into custody and

for st
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lodged at the Lane County
Jail.

Blaylock was arrested in
LCSO Case 26-2521 for:

¢ Sex Abuse in the First
Degree, 5 counts

e Unlawful Sexual
Penetration in the Second
Degree, 6 counts

v Audien Hearing
The World’s First Hearing Aids

* Sodomy in the Second
Degree, 4 counts

¢ Using a Child in Display
of Sexual Conduct.

Maynes was arrested in
LCSO Case 26-2857 for:

* Rape in the First Degree

* Sex Abuse in the First
Degree

With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.

Atom X

Call 844-387-1163

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

* Rape in the Second
Degree, 2 counts

¢ Unlawful Sexual
Penetration in the Second
Degree, 2 counts

* Sodomy in the second
degree

*Using a Child in Display
of Sexual Conduct.

month-long sex crimes investigation

Specific details of what
led to the search warrant and
arrests were not immediately
available.

The LCSO said the case
is still being actively investi-
gated. Anyone with informa-
tion is asked to contact Lane
County Sheriff Office investi-
gators at 541-682-3978.
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OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY

or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.
Your caregiver gets paid same day!

v;.l reedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589
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Countdown to the Bohemia Mining Days

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The 67th annual Bohemia
Mining Days Festival is days
away.

The annual event is a sig-
nature celebration in Cottage
Grove.

Here are suggestions of
what you can do now to
make special memories and
to enhance your experience in
Bohemia City.

PARADES

Grand Miners Parade.
Sign up now to be in the
Saturday morning, July 18
parade that steps off at 10
a.m. The theme Honors the
100th Anniversary of Buster
Keaton’s “The General” so
use your imagination regard-
ing Oregon’s film history,
steam engine trains, and

the beautiful rivers here in
Cottage Grove.

Entry Fees: $50 Political/
Political Non-Profit; $40
Organization (4 or more
people), $20 Individual/
Non-Profit (Any private indi-
vidual or non-profit) Lineup
will take place on South 5th
Street. The new route will
be on Main Street between
5th Street and Gateway
Boulevard. Sign up on the
website.

Kiddie Parade. Moves
to Bohemia Park this year.
There is no entry fee. Staging
is in the south (graveled)
parking lot. Sign up begins
at 10:30 a.m. and parade
begins at 11 a.m. All par-
ticipants receive a souvenir
participation ribbon and a
frozen treat at the end. Small

well-behaved pets welcome.
No large animals or vehicles
are permitted. Questions?
Call Cindy at 541-915-0113.

CONTESTS

Plan to participate in one
or more of our contests.
Beard and Moustache, Cherry
Pit-Spittin’, Pie Eating,
Costume (men, women and
kids) Little Miss Bohemia
City (open to children ages
4 to 12) and the competitive
Slabtown vs. Lemati Feud
Games. Festival organizers
encourage attendees to set the
old timey vibe in Bohemia
City by wearing a costume
(1800s-era, miners or Western
wear) and enter the contest
for cash prizes.

ORE CART RACES

Build a reusable, human-
powered mining ore cart and

race head-to-head through
one of Bohemia Mining
Days’ loudest, rowdiest, most
memorable traditions. Begins
at noon Saturday, July 18, in
front of the Bohemia Gold
Mining Museum on 10th
Street. Registration info is on
the website.

ART SHOW

The Cottage Grove Art
Collective seeks entries for
the show. For more informa-
tion visit its Facebook page.

BMD GOLD RUSH 5K

RUN/WALK

Register now for this
lovely twilight run/walk
through Historic Downtown
and along the Coast Fork
Willamette River. Begins/
Ends at Coast Fork Brewing,
106 S. 6th St. Friday, July 17
at 8 p.m. Register online or at

South Valley Athletics office
in the Community Center,
700 E. Gibbs Ave. For more
info: www.runcgrun.org
Fundraiser for the Friends of
the Cottage Grove Library
BMD MELODRAMA
Get your tickets now
for Cottage Theatre Youth
Summer Camp production:
The Legend Grows Round
the Mystery Mine ... OR
The Villains were Schooled
by the Marm. An original
melodrama by Keith Kessler
featuring 18 young actors,
ages 12 to 15. Friday and
Saturday performances (July
17-18) begin at 7 p.m. and all
seats are $10. www.cottageth-
eatre.org

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEERS

To produce The Grove’s
largest event of the year it
takes lots of people power
doing many different things
that result in “Bohemia City”
existing for three days each
summer in Coiner Park. Sign
up with a favorite person
for a 2-or 4-hour shift, meet
new people and enjoy vol-
unteer perks. Sign up on the
website.

For additional information
and to sign up for events visit
www.spiritofbmd.com. See
previous BMD coverage and
follow the celebration online
at cgsentinel.com and in the
Wednesday print editions of
The Sentinel.

Rain slows attendance, not enthusiasm at Wings and Wheels

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Dark clouds and scattered showers put a
damper on the 12th annual Wings and Wheels
Show at Jim Wright Field in Cottage Grove
this year, but the Oregon Aviation Historical
Society still welcomed visitors who braved
the weather to support the museum’s restora-

tion work.

plane.

Weloome L[4
Chregun Aviation

Nineteen classic vehicles lined the field,
representing models from the 1930s through
the 1990s. Only two local planes made it
to the ramp, and the soggy conditions kept
antique aircraft grounded this year. Inside the
hangar, guests viewed restored planes includ-
ing the 1931 Cadet, Tex Rankin’s iconic air
show aircraft, and a 1920s U.S. Air Mail

y thic

Histofical

Gociety S Muscian

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
A vintage restored plane hangs in the museum during the annual Wings and
Wells event at Cottage Grove.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Built in 1935, the home built “Wimpy"” shaped the early movement of experi-
mental aviation in the United States. More photos on page 8.

Cottage Grove Online For information about

Cottage Grove 24/7 catch us Online cgsentinel.com

The beloved “Wimpy” returned to Cottage
Grove after spending the past year at the
Oregon Historical Society in Portland. Built
in 1935, the Oregon homebuilt aircraft helped
shape the early movement of experimental

aviation in the United States.

OAHS Board Member Annette

everyone who turned out for the June 27 event
and made the best of a cool and rainy day.
More information is available at www.ore-
gonaviation.org or by calling 541-543-1068.
Museum hours are Tuesday through Friday, 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. 2475 Jim Wright Way, across
from Cottage Theatre

Whittingham said organizers appreciated

Local Fiber

Internet

Built Here. Connected Here.

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFIN

Fast. Reliable.

DFN.NET | (541) 673-4242

Check Availability Now
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OBITUARY

William “Billy” Morris, a [
lifelong resident of Cottage
Grove, Oregon, passed away |
unexpectedly on June 10, |
2026, at the age of 59. I

Born on April 18, 1967,
Billy graduated from Cottage |
Grove High School in 1985. |
Though his work took him
to Alaska, Cottage Grove |
was always home. He spent
many years as a logger until
a logging accident resulted
in the loss of his leg. Never one to quit, he
continued working as a heavy equipment
operator and, most recently, trimming trees
throughout the community.

Billy was devoted to his family and proudly
cared for his parents alongside his sisters.
He was especially proud of his daughter,

/| horseshoes,

William “Billy” Morris
April 18, 1967 - ]une 10, 2026

7] Autumn Baumgartner, and
4 loved traveling to cheer her

on during her basketball
career.

Billy will be remembered
for his ability to make others
laugh and his love of practical
jokes. He enjoyed trains,
foosball, and
animals.

Billy was preceded in death
by his parents, Floretta

and William Morris, and his nephew,
Christopher Morris. He is survived by his
daughter, Autumn; his sisters Gail Eveland,
Laurie Morris, and Rita Barkemeyer; nieces,
a nephew, extended family, and dear friends.

A celebration of life will be held at 1:00 p.m.
on Saturday, August 1, at his family residence
in Cottage Grove, Oregon.

SNAP clients offered free
program to build skills, find jobs

More than half of
SNAP participants who
complete Oregon’s
SNAP Employment and
Training (STEP) program
are employed shortly
afterward, according to
data reported to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition
Administration.

The Oregon Department
of Human Services
(ODHSY) is highlighting the
success of these services
as more Oregonians seek

support navigating federal
changes to Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance
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Program (SNAP) work or
activity rules.
“Employment and train-
ing services can help
people achieve more than

compliance with a require-

ment,” Oregon SNAP
Director Jessica Amaya
Hoffman said. “They help
people build skills, con-
nect with employers and
create opportunities that
can support them long
after they leave SNAP.”

Before connecting with
WorkSource Oregon, Isla
was facing uncertainty
after becoming unem-
ployed while caring for a
family member. She had
long dreamed of continu-
ing her education but

wasn’t sure how she would

make it happen. Through
the SNAP Employment
and Training (STEP)
program, she received
support, guidance and
resources that helped her
move forward. Today, she

is continuing her education

and working toward her
goal of starting her own
business.

“It has always been a
dream of mine to bet-
ter myself and show my
kids you can always go to
school and educate your-
self no matter the age,”
said Isla. “My plans for
the future are to have my
own company and a great
job of my choosing.”
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Oregon’s minimum wage
rises 50 cents per hour

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregonians making mini-
mum wage received a 50-cent
bump per hour Wednesday,
July 1, resulting in an average
of $573 more per year for
someone working full time.

In the Portland metro, the
floor for hourly wages will
rise to $16.80. In 15 counties
and parts of three counties
in the Willamette Valley,
Northwest Coast and south-
ern Oregon, the minimum
wage rises to $15.55 per
hour, and in 18 mostly rural
eastern Oregon counties, the
minimum hourly wage will
be $14.55. The rural wage is
always $1 less than the stan-
dard wage, and the Portland
minimum wage is always
$1.25 more due to the higher
cost of living.

A 2016 Oregon law
requires the Oregon Bureau
of Labor and Industries to
adjust statewide minimum
wages annually for inflation.
The bureau announced the

50-cent per hour increase in
April, which reflects a 3.3%
rate of inflation for the cost
of food, energy, essential
goods, housing and medical
services between March 2025
and March 2026, according
to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

Inflation has since gone up,
in large part due to the higher
cost of fuels driven by the
U.S. war in Iran. The most
recent rate of inflation calcu-
lated between the end of May
2025 and the end of May
2026 was 4.2%, according
to the federal labor statistics
bureau.

Calculated at that rate, the
average hourly minimum
wage bump would be closer
to 63 cents.

Oregon is one of more than
three dozen states that pay
higher minimum wages than
the federal standard of $7.25,
which has gone unchanged
for 17 years. Over the past
decade, Oregon’s standard
minimum wage has gone up

by $6.30 per hour, or about
63 cents per year.

About 4% of Oregon
workers earn minimum
wage, according to state
data. Among them, slightly
more than half are women,
more than 40% are Black or
Hispanic and most — nearly
90% — are adults at least 20
years old, according to recent
analysis from the left-leaning
Washington, D.C.-based
think tank Economic Policy
Institute.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/briefs/oregons-min-
imum-wage-rises-50-cents-
per-hour-this-week/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle maintains
editorial independence.
Contact Editor Lynne Terry
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Justin Sullivan/Getty Images

Workers fill food orders at a Chipotle restaurant. Minimum hourly wages for
Oregon workers increased by 50 cents per hour on July 1, 2026, to keep up

with inflation.

Stories like Isla’s are
common among partici-
pants in Oregon’s STEP
program. According to
USDA Food and Nutrition
Administration data, 57%
of Oregon STEP partici-
pants are employed shortly
after completing the pro-
gram, one of the highest
rates in the nation.

The STEP program con-
nects SNAP participants
with free employment and
training services through
partnerships between
ODHS, STEP providers,
the Oregon Employment
Department, local work-
force development boards
and other community
organizations throughout
Oregon.

Services may include:

e Career coaching and
employment planning

* Resume development
and interview preparation

* Education and training
opportunities

. Job search
assistance

e Connections to local
employers

* Help addressing barri-
ers that can make it hard
to find work or complete
training

Many participants use
these services to gain new
skills, complete training
programs, increase earn-
ings or enter a new field.

Federal changes to
SNAP work rules have
increased the number of
Oregonians who may need
to meet work or activ-
ity rules to maintain food
benefits. Employment and
training services can help
participants meet those
requirements while build-
ing skills that support
long-term employment
success.

ODHS is also encour-
aging people to contact
the ODHS ABAWD team
(1-833-947-1694 or SNAP.
ABAWDTeam@odhsoha.
oregon.gov) if they have
questions about SNAP
work or activity rules.
Some people may qualify

We provide high quality
well and water pump services

Dave's Pump
whose dedi
providing
meet all of

Inc. is a fdmn’ y ulw m}' business

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

for an exemption and not
realize it. Others may ben-
efit from employment and
training services that can
help them maintain ben-
efits while working toward
their career goals. ODHS
provides the referral for
people to access these
supports.

Since January 2026,
more than 25,600 people
have lost benefits because
they didn’t meet work or
activity rules.

“If you think SNAP
work or activity rules may
apply to you, your best
next step is to contact
ODHS,” Hoffman said.
“We can help you under-
stand your options and
connect you with services
that support your goals.”

For more information
about SNAP work rules
and exemptions:

e English: Oregon.gov/
snapworkrules

* Spanish: Oregon.gov/
snapnormastrabajo

ODHS ABAWD Team:

e Call: 1-833-947-1694

e Email: SNAP.
ABAWDTeam@odhsoha.
oregon.gov

For more information
about SNAP benefits:

* Online: benefits.
oregon.gov

* Call the ONE
Customer Service Center:
1-800-699-9075

e In person or by phone:
at any ODHS office\

Cottage

Grove

Online
go to..

cgsentinel.com
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SMART Reading Lane
County receives $5,000 grant

The Cow Creek Umpqua
Indian Foundation has
awarded a $5,000 grant to
children’s literacy nonprofit
SMART Reading.

The grant, which reflects
the foundation’s enduring
commitment to the well-
being and education of local
children and families, will
be used to support SMART
Reading’s programs in Lane
County.

SMART Reading will serve
more than 650 kids and will
give away over 4,500 brand
new books in Lane County.
The organization has open-
ings for volunteers at sites in
Lane County for the 2026-27
school year.

“We are grateful for the
Cow Creek Foundation’s
commitment to ensuring
children can realize their
full potential through read-
ing,” says SMART Reading
Regional Director Leona
Westdahl. “Since 1997, the
Cow Creek Foundation has
been a key partner for com-
munity nonprofits support-
ing families in its homeland
territory in Oregon. Their
award to SMART will help us
provide one-on-one reading

support and book access to
kids in Lane County.”

Reading is an essential
skill for kids, helping them
start and stay on a path to
success in school and beyond,
according to Westdahl.
SMART Reading provides
young students with two criti-
cal components of reading
success: regular practice time
with an adult and access to
books.

Now in its 35th year,
SMART Reading will reach
21,000 students and give
away over 140,000 books
statewide during the 2026-27
school year. Data collected
from teachers annually shows
that ninety percent of students
who participate in SMART
improve in comprehension,
vocabulary development,
motivation, enjoyment, and
other key metrics.

The award presenta-
tion took place on June 9,
2026, at the Seven Feathers
Convention Center in
Canyonville, and SMART
Reading was one of 87
nonprofits that collectively
received over $600,000 from
the foundation.

To learn more about
SMART Reading, or to sign
up to volunteer, contact your
local SMART office at 541-
734-5628, or visit www.
SMARTReading.org.

To learn more about the
Cow Creek Foundation, visit
https://www.cowcreekfounda-
tion.org/.

About SMART Reading

SMART Reading is a
statewide children’s literacy
nonprofit that serves kids
in Oregon’s highest need
schools and communities
with two ingredients critical
for literacy and learning suc-
cess: shared reading time and
access to books.

We mobilize volunteers to
read with preschool through
third-grade children, build-
ing confidence, literacy skills
and a love of reading. Since
1992, we have paired over
158,000 volunteers to read
with 334 461 children, and
have put over 5 million books
in the homes of the children
we serve.

Visit www.
SMARTReading.org or call
541-734-5628 to learn more

b

“T've never had a humble
opinion. If you’ve got an
opinion, why be humble
about it?”

— Joan Baez

@ 2026 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

A SHOWBALL PUT
IN THE FREEZER.
IN JANUARY
JUST FORTHIS
MOMENT,

Weekly Online Poll

Are you saving more or
spending more with the cur-
rent economy?

Saving more
Spending more
Both
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COMMENTARY

Can Al help Oregon
prepare for wildfires?

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon and the Northwest
generally have gotten off
light so far this year when it
comes to wildfires. That can
change and probably will,
because wildfires tend to
take a worsening turn in the
month or so ahead.

But starting this year, we
may have some new tools
for planning for their arrival.

As of June 25, the
National Interagency Fire
Center has reported a total
35,118 fires nationwide
burning 2.9 million acres
— both numbers consider-
ably higher for this point
in the year than any year
in the last decade and well
above the average this cen-
tury. The northwest, with
its fire-friendly weather and
other conditions this year, is
unlikely to escape for much
longer.

In fact, the Oregon
Department of Forestry
said June 15 that all of its
forestry districts are now
considered to be in fire sea-
son. Fire Protection Division
Chief Michael Curran said
that “Looking at the current
conditions and projections
for the summer, ODF is pre-
pared to have another busy
fire season.”

Apart from the usual prep-
aration efforts of assembling
firefighters, equipment and
supplies, is there anything
Oregon can do to get ready?

Might this, in part, be a
job for artificial intelligence?

An April 10 report from
Oregon State University
and the Nature Conservancy
offers what amount to pre-
dictive tools about wildfire
probabilities, including some
factors wildfire analysts may
have missed in the past.

Their model breaks wild-
fire risk into three groups
of factors. One of them,

Previous Poll Results

Camping 25%
Hiking 0%
Swimming 25%
Road trips 0%

What is your favorite summer pastime?

Quiet time at home 50%

wildfire hazard, includes the
probability and intensity of
burns, and researchers over
the years ordinarily have
considered them. Relative
dryness, availability of
burnable material, climate
changes and other environ-
mental considerations are all
readily reduced to numbers.

But the new study also
includes two more major
areas: Infrastructure vulner-
ability (structural and neigh-
borhood characteristics and
defensible space) and social
vulnerability (demographics,
socioeconomics and types of
housing and transportation),
both of which seem a little
less obvious.

The ability of an area to
resist major fires can be
broken down into specific
physical factors (access to
water, materials to block
fire, easily burnable build-
ings or other materials). And
detailed information about
those factors can be devel-
oped at a hyperlocal level
using Census and other other
data.

In other words, the rela-
tive fire risk of the places we
live based on elements rang-
ing from building materials
to how development is con-
centrated or scattered can be
reduced to a specific num-
ber — and implicitly, more
factors besides those. The
study found large degrees of
social vulnerability around
the Cascade and Coastal
ranges and across much of
eastern Oregon, though the
most vulnerable tracts were
widely scattered.

The writers made the
point that they weren’t try-
ing to establish specific
cause-and-effect relation-
ships between fires and com-
munity statistics, but simply
that certain of these things
tended to go together. From
that, over time, researchers

could start to focus in on
risk factors.

In the new study, all these
things were developed for
about 400 communities in
Oregon and Washington.

For example, co-author
Chris Dunn from the
OSU College of Forestry
said, “Warm Springs and
Goldendale have slightly
lower wildfire exposure
than some nearby, better-
resourced communities like
Bend and Leavenworth,
but they experience greater
social vulnerability and
therefore are likely to experi-
ence greater impacts if a fire
occurred. By blending a mix
of factors, our assessment
method is a path toward
more equitable investments
in community wildfire risk
reduction.”

The manipulation of vast
amounts of information and
assessment of new patterns
and sets of probabilities is
very much in the wheelhouse
of Al, artificial intelligence.
Its use in wildfire analysis
has not been central yet, but
could become more so.

For example: An exten-
sive September 2025
academic study based in
Switzerland titled Al for
Wildfire Management: From
Prediction to Detection,
Simulation, and Impact
Analysis looked into the
uses even at that point, and
existing limits, for Al in fire
prediction and planning for
containment.

It said “the main domains
of wildfire management
where Al has been applied
— susceptibility mapping,
prediction, detection, simula-
tion, and impact assessment
— and highlight critical
limitations that hinder practi-
cal adoption. These include
challenges with dataset

See STAPILUS Page 6

Quote of the Week

“Liberty cannot be
preserved without a general
knowledge among the

people.”

John Adams
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Wildlife crossing projects gain momentum across Oregon

Every year, thousands
of deer, elk, bear, and
other wildlife attempt to
cross busy roadways in
search of food, water, and
mates.

Too often, those cross-
ings end in tragedy for
wildlife and sometimes
for motorists, according
to the Oregon Wildlife
Foundation.

Improving habitat
connectivity is one
of Oregon Wildlife
Foundation’s conserva-
tion priorities. Proceeds
from the sale and renewal
of the Watch for Wildlife
specialty license plate
are allocated to habitat
connectivity and wildlife
passage projects through-
out Oregon.

The Foundation also
serves as the fiscal spon-
sor for multiple passage
projects - providing fiscal
administration and fun-
draising support to these
initiatives throughout
their development.

“Our participation in
wildlife passage work
began in 2017 with
an undercrossing on
Highway 97 in Central
Oregon” Oregon Wildlife
Foundation Executive

director Tim Greseth
said. “This experience
deepened our understand-
ing of the impact that
wildlife-vehicle collisions
are having on many dif-
ferent species and led us
to adopt habitat connec-
tivity as an organizational
priority.”

Assessing Existing
Bridges and Culverts
Across Oregon Statewide

Oregon Wildlife
Foundation has retained
a consulting team to
evaluate existing bridges
and culverts throughout
Oregon that may already
be in use by wildlife or,
with modifications, can
be improved or made
ready for wildlife to use
- all in service of keeping
animals off busy roads by
providing them with safe
alternatives.

The consulting team
is evaluating existing
conditions at culverts and
bridges large enough to
accommodate deer and
elk, documenting evi-
dence of wildlife activity,
and recommending cost-
effective modifications
that may increase use by
wildlife.

“Building new wildlife
overcrossings and under-
crossings can be expen-
sive, so we’re enthusi-
astic for opportunities to
provide safe passage for
animals through simpler
modifications to the areas
around existing bridges
and culverts wherever
and whenever possible,”
Greseth said.

Most Project milestones
include:

Bend to Suttle Lake
Wildlife Passage Initiative
in Central Oregon

This section of
Highway 20 experiences
the highest frequency of
deer and elk collisions
in Oregon. The Bend
to Suttle Lake Wildlife
Passage coalition has
completed a Phase I wild-
life crossing mitigation
study and developed con-
ceptual crossing designs
for multiple locations
along the corridor.

Following that work,
four wildlife overcross-
ings were identified
as the highest priori-
ties for Phase II design
and engineering. The
coalition has raised
more than $850,000 in
non-federal matching

funds in preparation for
the Federal Highway
Administration’s Wildlife
Crossing Pilot Program,
which is slated to open
for applications sometime
in July or August.
Wallowa County
Wildlife Crossing
Project in Northeast
Oregon
The Wallowa County
Wildlife Crossing
Coalition has completed a
Phase I study of Highway
82 between Enterprise
and Wallowa to determine
priority crossing locations
and develop conceptual
designs to reduce wild-
life-vehicle collisions and
improve habitat connec-
tivity within this high-risk
corridor.
Interstate 84 Wildlife
Crossing Project in
Northeast Oregon
Interstate 84 is an
almost permanent barrier
to wildlife movement.
The focus of this project
is the completion of a
wildlife crossing study
and conceptual design
for the highest priority
locations on I-84 between
Pendleton and La Grande.
The funding needed to
begin this project has

been raised, marking
an important step in its
development.

Wanaket Wildlife Area
Wildlife Crossing Project
in Northeast Oregon

In partnership with
the Confederated Tribes
of the Umatilla, Oregon
Wildlife Foundation is
providing funding support
and serving as the fis-
cal sponsor for a wildlife
crossing study on the
Wanaket Wildlife area,
which is located along the
Columbia River, just east
of McNary in northeast
Oregon. The wildlife area
is bisected by Highway
730 and the incidence
of vehicle strikes is high
within this section of
road.

To learn more
about Oregon Wildlife
Foundation’s wildlife
crossing initiatives or to
support this work through
the Wildlife Movement
and Migration fund,
visit wwow.myOWF.org/
wildlifemoves. Or donate
directly via https://secure.
givelively.org/donate/ore-
gon-wildlife-foundation/
wildlife-migration-and-
movement-fund-formerly-

STAPILUS
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imbalance and accessibility,
the inadequacy of commonly
used metrics, the choice of
prediction formats, and the
computational costs of large-
scale models, all of which
reduce model trustworthiness
and applicability.”

Some of these constraints
could be eased as the tech-
nology progresses.

Whether the OSU and
Nature Conservancy used Al
in developing their reports
didn’t seem entirely clear,
but going forward Al looks
like exactly the sort of tool
that might be useful in work-
ing our areas of risk from
wildfire.

Oregon may need all the
help it can get.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/06/25/
can-ai-help-oregon-prepare-
for-wildfires/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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considered “rules” subject to
congressional review under
the law. Agencies have issued
well over 100 such plans
since 1996 without ever
submitting one to Congress.
Those documents guide the
work of agency officials who
oversee specific areas of
land, often covering millions
of acres.

Created after years of pub-
lic meetings and local feed-
back, they determine which
landscapes will be leased for
oil and gas drilling, protected
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Using this new interpre-
tation, Republicans in the
past two years have revoked
plans that restricted mining
and oil production on federal
lands in Alaska, Minnesota,
Montana, North Dakota and
Wyoming.

But the repercussions
could go well beyond those
specific plans.

None of the plans issued
by federal land manag-
ers over the past 30 years
was ever submitted for
review, because no one at
the time considered them
to be rules. In other words,
hundreds of plans covering
millions of acres of land
could be deemed invalid
under the new congressional
interpretation.

Oregon lawsuit

Now, a lawsuit in Oregon
will put that argument to the
test. Cascadia Wildlands, a
conservation group in the
Pacific Northwest, has filed

a complaint challenging a
timber harvest on Bureau of
Land Management land in
western Oregon. That log-
ging project was approved
under a management plan
that was issued in 2016.

Since Congress now
considers such plans to be
rules, the plaintiffs argue, the
2016 plan never took effect
because it was never submit-
ted to Congress.

Cascadia Wildlands has
fought numerous legal
battles over logging projects
approved by the Bureau of
Land Management. If the
lawsuit over the management
plan is successful, said Nick
Cady, the group’s legal direc-
tor, the same theory would
give them leverage to block
any logging project issued
under the 2016 plan.

“They let the genie out
of the bottle,” Cady said.
“Instead of just letting [the
Congressional Review Act]

move forward with whatever
Republicans choose to select,
it’s worth curbing that by
pointing out that it can point
both ways.”

If the plan is struck down,
activists of all types could
use that precedent to chal-
lenge any activity on public
land governed by a manage-
ment plan that hasn’t been
reviewed by Congress.

“It is a target-rich envi-
ronment if our lawsuit is
successful, and even if it’s
not successful we’ve already
demonstrated that there’s a
lot of interest here,” Brown
said. “This is what happens
when you overturn long-
standing precedent and throw
spaghetti at the wall.”

Cady and Brown said
they hope their case com-
pels Congress to revise the
Congressional Review Act to
exempt public land manage-
ment plans.

Stateline reporter Alex
Brown can be reached at
abrown@stateline.org.

This story was originally
produced by Stateline, which
is part of States Newsroom,
a nonprofit news network
which includes Oregon
Capital Chronicle, and is
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as a
501¢(3) public charity.

https:/loregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2026/06/30/repub/
oregon-lawsuit-could-upend-
federal-management-of-
public-lands/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages
welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.

541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday - 8 am & 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by
appointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am

All Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH

820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: James D. Boram

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

541-942-2373

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
TLC Groups

tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033
Worship 10am

umcgrove.org

CRESWELL:

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

7585 4th S * 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &
CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this
worship directory, contact us today!

Grove Riding Club pre-
sented its first amateur
rodeo at the Purdy Ranch
in Lorane under the lead-
ership of “Stub” Mosby.
On the heels of their
successful event, the club
approached Mrs. Hattie
Sharp about leasing 40
acres of her property about
a mile south of town. The

HELLO

was high as they spent
$16,000 to build chutes,
corrals, fences and the
grandstand to stage a more
professional show and
allow more citizens to
attend.

Adina Mosby was the
first Cottage Grove Rodeo
Queen. However, the
anticipated revenue was

Upgrade your gutters this summer!

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Save up-to*

35% Off

+ Free gutter inspection, quote
good for1year  Promo code: 285

Call 1-855-536-8838

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator
worldwide.

-
Get whole-home I m

power, automatically. " .

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
your free quote today!

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

B=

Donate Your Vehicle Today —,

866-695-9265 X —

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. Ifyou have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
H Free Pickup & Towing.
m Top Tax Deduction.

less than expected and it
took club members several
years to pay off the debt.

In 1955, with a $5,000
down payment, the prop-
erty was purchased by
the CGRC for $18,000.
Other improvements
followed that included
a watering system and
lighting that made night-
time events possible. The
local Stardusters Square
Dance Club leased some
of the land and built a
dance barn with 60° x 80’
hardwood floor that later
served as the local roller
skating rink.

The purpose of the
CGRC has remained con-
stant: to provide healthy
recreation for local youth
that encourages horse-
back riding and good
sportsmanship.

The Rodeo Queen’s
Court is the face of the
Cottage Grove Rodeo.
The court consists of one
queen, a junior princess
and a senior princess.
They stay busy attend-
ing rodeos and appear-
ing in parades in other
communities. They visit
Doernbecher Children’s
Hospital and elementary
schools to get younger
children involved with
horses.

Cave said anticipation
is building as the weekend
approaches.

“I really want to encour-
age all ages to come out
and not only enjoy the
rodeo but all the events
we have coming up during
the rest of the year also,”
he said.

The Cottage grove
Rodeo is held at the
Cottage Grove Riding
Club and Rodeo Grounds,
at 77958 Highway 99S in
Cottage Grove.
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LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New

or remodel, decks, siding, windows,

doors, shops, fences, 541-913-1541
ccb# 239015

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.

Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Gall Audien

1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
carriers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

plans feature unlimited talk and text,

starting at just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Gall VS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@
msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! all
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind
and visually impaired. Arrange a swift,
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
5339173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text

and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power

0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every
Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
0On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time
UpTo $600 In Gift Cards. Call Todlay!

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as
one day. Fora limited time, waiving

ALL installation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) all
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time
only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery of
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with
aGenerac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. all
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a generator. Its a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and
home systems like heating and cooling
can be costly. A home warranty plan
can help. Start saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your
old, busted or junk car with no hoops,
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call

1-855-980-4382.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 quided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours indude accommodations,

transportation, baggage handling,
sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes-
sional Tour Director and select meals.
Fora limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.

Opportunities

o

to learn more and reach

Contact us today )

more local customers! @

503-444-7924
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SALES & SERVICE
DIOMSSO.I:) .Iadng 2775 Row River Rd ® 541-942-4415

ABATEMENT

ERY OF SERVICE

HEATING 8 A/C

Clizs

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold
Residential & Commercial

Willamette Valley

for over 30 Years.
« Asbestos « LEAD - Mold
Abatement & Inspections
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

Serving the

CCB#193586.

B

“ALPINE

Heating & Air Con

Free Estimates
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial

541-942-8577

"‘mf_ ﬁ

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONG TERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shally Desreant - inclapandsnl Agant

Over 30 Years Experience

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC,

OREGON

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

[

AUTOMOTIVE

i L} e
IEn:!r.'Lgo- Grove |OR(A 7474

r.n_nhilner-lﬁ:':r"'rr-'-il bradschevyicom

96 Palmer Ave.

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS
SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Realty

REAL ESTATE « PROPERTY MGMT

FOUNTAIN (HUTTERS uc

Quality Service & Installation «
Seamless 5" K-Style « Pre-painted Steel * Colors
Free Estimates «

Repairs

Gutter Protection Systems

WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.

Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2]

1S

cowM™

Property Management Specialists

== MLS

541-729-9515

Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured « CCB# 169540

i D
noRTHWESY O

Family owned and operated for over 40 years!
Licensed —-Bonded -Insured o ccb #107081
Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WW W.nolnorthwest.com
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Wanna get active this summer? Step out onto the pickleball court!

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Looking to get out and
active in the sun this sum-
mer? Well, the Grover
Pickleball Group in Cottage
Grove can help not just up
your game on the court, but
give you a community with
which to do it.

The Grover Pickleball
Group began playing in 2015,
well before the full-on pick-
leball craze of the last few
years. Christine Payne is one
of the volunteers who helps
run the group and is the USA
Pickleball Ambassador for
Cottage Grove. She’s been
playing the sport for 10 years
now, and she took over lead-
ership responsibilities for the
group in 2017.

As the game got more
popular, she knew she needed
a few extra hands to grow
the group and get folks out
to play.

“As the sport quickly grew,
I invited several other play-
ers to help me manage the
group. So now we have a

skill level. We want people

to know that they can come
onto the courts, hang their
paddle in the queue, and just
play for fun, exercise, to meet
new people, and become part
of the pickleball community.”

The group is a subsid-
iary of the Emerald Valley
Pickleball Club, and while
people don’t have to be an
EVPC member to play with
us, Payne encourages them to
do so because of the EVPC’s
support and the equipment
the club provides to the
Grover Pickleball Group.

To ensure that folks can
play and there aren’t barriers
to joining, it’s free to drop in
with Grover Pickleball Group
during the outdoor season.
The group plays at Coiner
Park, located at 1319 E Main
St, and it has four permanent
courts and two temporary
ones. If you are interested
in finding out the playing
schedule or joining the group,
contact Payne by phone or
text at 541-914-5937, or
text other leaders listed on

Courtesy photo from Christine Payne
The pickleball courts at Coiner Park in Cottage Grove are always teaming with action.

in the gym at Riverside
Community Church,” Payne
said. “We ask anyone who
wishes to play indoors with
us to join our group and
contribute what they can

group also has a wide range
of ages and experience levels.
Payne said the players’ ages
range from their teens into
the 80s! The group is inter-
ested in getting more kids
out on the courts and into the

the Grover Pickleball Group
to play.

“When I first started play-
ing, I was encouraged to try
out the Bob Keefer Center in
Springfield to improve my

family,” Payne said. “I told
myself to always treat new
players the way that I was
treated. The EVPC banner on
the Main Street fence says it
all: “You are welcome here.””

our Facebook page, which

can be found under Grover

Pickleball - Cottage Grove.
While the weather is usu-

team of volunteers who work
together to organize play
and teach new members the

monthly to help pay for our
reservations.”

Currently, the group’s
email list is at 151 players.

game, and they hope to see
pickleball in more schools
soon.

game,” Payne said. “Though
there are opportunities for
competitive play, the Grover
Pickleball Group’s main
purpose is to provide doubles
open play for anyone of any

While Payne said it’s hard
to know how many of those
people remain active, they
often fill the courts and have
people waiting to play. The

ally nice enough to play at

Coiner all summer, the winter

months are a bit different.
“During the indoor season,

While it may feel intimi-
dating to go out and try a
new hobby or sport, Payne
emphasized that there’s no
judgment when people join

game. Not exactly a social
butterfly, I was terrified. A
player saw me shaking in
my shoes, invited me to step
in, and said: ‘Show me what
you’ve got.” I had nothing,
but everyone was so friendly
and kind that I immediately
became part of what felt like

If you are interested in
finding out the playing sched-
ule or joining the group,
contact Payne by phone or
text at 541-914-5937, or
text other leaders listed on
our Facebook page, which
can be found under Grover
Pickleball - Cottage Grove.

we are limited to three courts

Officials needed for
high school sports

OSAA

As more boys and gitls
turn out for their high school
sports teams, the call for
more officials always fol-
lows. That’s the situation
up and down the Willamette
Valley. Top to bottom, the
need for prep officials in all
sports is great, according to
a release fr5om the Oregon
School Activities Association
(OSAA).

At the start of the new
school year, there will be
football games, volleyball
matches, soccer matches and
cross-country runs. All need
officials. Eligibility begins at
18 but all you really need is
a heart to give back to your
prep sports community. Best
part, you’ll have a view of
the unfolding action right

before your eyes and get paid
as well.

Veterans take note, using
the Mike Pereira “Battlefields
to Ballfields Program,” all of
your training, clothing and
even the whistle, can be paid
for.

“What started as a small
pilot program in California
has grown into a national
movement, transforming the
lives of over 2,500 veterans
across 45 states,” Pereira
said. “Our mission remains
unchanged — to honor mili-
tary service by creating new
opportunities for veterans to
serve their communities.”

For more information about
being an OSAA Official, go
to www.osaa.org/officials/
registration.

Local study graduates
from Pacific University

Kyle Reese, of Cottage
Grove, has graduated in
Spring 2026 from Pacific
University with a Master of
Arts in Teaching degree.

Founded in 1849, Pacific
University is Washington

County, Oregon’s only com-
prehensive university, offering
over 50 undergraduate majors
and 28 graduate and profes-
sional degrees.

Pacific University is located in Washington Coun-

ty.

5% OFF

Any service with coupon

Schedule your appointment Today!
I Not Valid on any service Exceeding S100

Not valid with any other offer.

COTTAGE GROVE

| BT People Really Make The Difference! I

541-942-4415+ 2775 Row River Road * bradsc hevy.com
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Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The 1931 Springfield Cadet was the first registered home built plane in Lane County.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
OAHS Board Member Brad Champman (left) and fellow organizers said they are thankful to those who
participated in this year’s soggy event.

* Carpet Cleaning < Upholstery
* Tile & Grout * Pet Odor Treatments
* Area Rugs * Mattresses

k
=

ke v"A;‘Ik \| | !& ‘l y,

Since 199]

Carpet Cleaning Specialists e
541-942-0420 CERTIFIED

. . . FIRM
www.qualitycleaninginc.net
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