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South Lane Wheels closes, ends service
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

For more than 44 years, South 
Lane Wheels has been a lifeline for 
rural residents who depended on 
door to door transportation for med-
ical appointments, shopping, work, 
and community activities. 

On July 31, the organization 
announced it will cease operations 
effective August 7, 2026, ending a 
service that thousands of riders have 
relied on for decades.

FUNDING LOSSES 
LEAD TO SHUTDOWN

Board President Tim Steck said 
the decision came after the loss of 
key funding contracts that made it 
impossible to continue operating.

“Our hearts are heavy as we 
share this news,” Steck said. “We 
explored the realistic options to 
continue service, including grants, 

community fundraising, 
business sponsorships, 
advertising, and fee for 
service models. While com-
munity support was clearly 
there for us, we could not 
secure the resources needed 
to continue operating.”

Founded in 1982, South 
Lane Wheels (SLW) built 
a reputation for courteous 
drivers and dependable 
service, helping seniors, 
veterans, individuals with 
disabilities, and other riders 
stay connected to essential 
services.

“People could count 
on us,” Steck said. 
“Transportation has always 
meant more than getting 
from one place to another 
in Cottage Grove. It has 
meant helping neighbors 

maintain 
their inde-
pendence, access 
healthcare, stay 
connected to fam-
ily and friends, and 
continue participat-
ing in the com-
munities they call 
home.”

IMPACT ON 
LOCAL RIDERS

The closure 
leaves many riders 

uncertain about how 
they will manage 
daily needs. Janine 
and her 52 year old 
son Eric live 11 

miles west of Cottage Grove. Eric 
has Down’s Syndrome and has 
depended on SLW for 25 years to 
reach his volunteer jobs in school 
cafeterias in the South Lane School 
District.

“He does a fantastic job and the 
staff love him and it has made a 
huge difference in his life related 
to his mental health and indepen-
dence,” Janine said. “The loss of the 
bus service will be very difficult for 
us. We don’t have a car because I 
have glaucoma and can no longer 
drive.”

Eric can still use Lane Transit 
District’s rural service on Mondays 
or Wednesdays, but the system 

requires riders to walk from the 
Walmart Park and Ride to their des-
tinations and back again.

“It makes it difficult loading gro-
ceries on and off the buses,” Janine 
said. “I’m very concerned. This clo-
sure will affect my son in a negative 
way. He loves doing his job. It helps 
him get up in the morning with a 
purpose and being unable to do that 
now will have a negative impact on 
his mental health.”

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
A bus stands idle at the South Lane Wheels property in Cottage 
Grove following the closing of the transportation service Aug. 7. 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Janine Nilson and her son Eric have been 
riders for 25 years. With no car and living 
11 miles out of town, losing South Lane 
Wheels bus service creates a significant 
hardship with few options.

‘The Gereral’ anniversary event slated Aug. 28-29
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

One hundred years after Buster 
Keaton filmed The General in 
Cottage Grove, fans from across the 
country are returning to celebrate 
the silent film masterpiece that 
helped define the town’s place in 
movie history. 

The two day anniversary event 
scheduled for August 28–29, and 
organized by the Cottage Grove 
Historical Society, will bring screen-
ings, tours, and tributes to the 1926 
production that transformed local 
streets and railroad tracks into a liv-
ing set.

Film historians note that the 
locomotive crash in The General is 
widely regarded as the most expen-
sive single shot of the silent film 
era. Keaton’s decision to stage a full 
scale wreck using a real locomo-
tive and trestle was unprecedented, 
and scholars say that when the cost 
is adjusted for inflation, the stunt 
would rank among the costliest ever 
attempted in early Hollywood.

The American Film Institute 
ranks The General among the great-
est films ever made, praising its 
precision, physical comedy, and 
groundbreaking stunt work. Modern 
directors, including Martin Scorsese 

and Christopher Nolan, have cited 
Keaton’s influence on their own 
approach to practical effects and 
visual storytelling, pointing to his 
“engineering level precision” and 
“mathematical timing” as founda-
tional to the craft.

A LOCAL EXPERT WITH 
NATIONAL RECOGNITION

For Cottage Grove, the film’s 
legacy has been kept alive largely 
through the work of Lloyd Williams, 
co chair of the Historical Society’s 
Buster Committee. Williams has 
spent 25 years studying Keaton’s 
life and work, beginning with 
his contributions to the Society’s 
book The Day Buster Smiled 

and continuing through annual 
Keaton conferences in Muskegon, 
Michigan.

“The longer I hung around 
Buster, the more I learned about 
him,” Williams said. “And the more 
I learned, the more people started 
asking questions of me.”

A TRADITION 
25 YEARS STRONG

The Historical Society’s annual 
Buster Keaton Night began shortly 
after the publication of The Day 
Buster Smiled. What started as 
a small gathering to show rented 
16mm films quickly became a popu-
lar October tradition that has now 
run for 25 years. Every five years, 
the celebration expands to include 
invitations to the International 
Buster Keaton Society, known as the 
Damfinos, bringing fans to Cottage 
Grove to see the locations where 
The General was made.

This year’s centennial event 
marks the largest gathering yet. 
The celebration is being organized 
by an 11 member committee: Alice 
Christianson, Hideki Tomeoka, 
Dana Merryday, Suzanne Huebner 

See more EVENT
On Page 6

Courtesy photo from the Cottage Grove Museum
The famous locomotive crash in The General is widely re-
garded as the most expensive single shot of the silent-film 
era. 

Oregon 
sees 
record 
wildfire 
season

JEREMY C. RUARK
Country Media

The Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and 
the Lane Regional Air Protection 
Agency LRAPA) continued an Air 
Quality Advisory, through last week 
due to the wildfire smoke. 

Wildfires burning in the region 
combined with forecasted conditions 
caused air quality to reach unhealthy 
levels at times, according to the 
advisory.

Pollutants in smoke can cause 
burning eyes, runny nose, aggravate 
heart and lung diseases, and aggra-
vate other serious health problems. 
Limit outdoor activities and keep 
children indoors if it is smoky. The 
DEQ and LRAPA urged residents 
and visitors to follow medical advice 
if they have a heart or lung condition

As of Aug. 3, Oregon has set a 
new wildfire record for total acres 
burned, at approximately 2 million 
acres, according to the Northwest 
Interagency Coordination Center 
(NWCC).

The NWCC is the Geographic 
Area Coordination Center for 
the Northwest Region which 
includes the States of Oregon and 
Washington. 

The NWCC serves as the focal 
point for interagency resource coor-
dination, logistics support, aviation 
support and predictive services 
for all state and federal agencies 
involved in wildland fire manage-
ment and suppression in the region. 
Cooperating agencies include the: 
Bureau of Land Management, US 
Forest Service, Oregon Dept of 
Forestry, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Washington Dept. of Natural 
Resources and the National Park 
Service.

The majority of the wildfires have 
been in Central and Eastern Oregon. 
Several of the fires were sparked by 
lightning. 

Due to Oregon’s increasing 
drought and new heat waves fore-
casted for much of the state, the 
state’s public safety services, natural 
resource agencies, and tourism office 
are encouraging residents and visi-
tors to practice wildfire prevention, 
prepare their home and a go-bag for 
evacuation, and know where to go 
for real-time alerts and information. 

According to the NWCC’s predic-
tive services, each year the Pacific 

See more RECORD
On Page 6
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POLICE BLOTTER
The police blotter 

relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject 
to change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, JULY 27
01:27: Suspicious vehicle, 

900 block Row River Rd.
02:14: Drug activity, 100 

block S. 5th St.
04:42: Abandoned vehicle, 

Harding Pl/6th St.
07:33: Dog at large, 16th/

Harvey
09:45: Suspicious vehicle, 

700 block Hwy 99
10:02: Theft, 200 block 

Gateway Blvd.
11:09: Found property, 200 

block Davidson Ave.
11:37: Disorderly subject, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
11:57: Motor vehicle theft, 

2000 block Hwy 99
13:33: Found property, 600 

block E. Main St.
14:58: Suicidal subject, 

300 block Quincy Ave.
15:41: Order violation, 

1400 block W. Harrison Ave.
19:24: Suspicious condi-

tion, N. River Rd/Main
20:20: Fire, 79000 block 

Delight Valley School Rd.
20:47: Missing person, 900 

block Arthur Ave.
23:12: Disturbance, 37000 

block Row River Rd.

TUESDAY, JULY 28
08:34: Animal info, 19th/

Main

11:12: Agency assist, 800 
block N. 11th St.

11:41: Motor vehicle theft 
recovery, 400 block E. Main 
St.

13:02: Fraud, 1200 block 
S. 7th St.

18:55: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

20:53: Disturbance, 77000 
block Hwy 99

23:04: Suspicious vehicle, 
1300 block E. Main St.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
00:14: Juvenile trouble, 

100 block S. 10th St.
02:03: Warrant service, N. 

River Rd/Woodson
08:30: Motor vehicle 

crash, 1900 block S. 8th St.
10:51: Suspicious vehicle, 

100 block S. 17th St.
11:21: Trespass, 1700 

block E. Main St.
12:04: Harassment, 500 

block Grant Ave.

14:37: Abandoned vehicle, 
1600 block Clark Ave.

16:11: Abandoned vehicle, 
100 block North H St.

16:37: Wanted subject, 200 
block S. River Rd.

17:44: Disturbance, 77000 
block Hwy 99

17:49: Agency assist, 
77000 block Hwy 99

18:37: Disturbance, 79000 
block Hwy 99

18:44: Fire, Hwy 99/
Davisson

18:53: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1100 block Hwy 99

20:44: Missing person, 100 
block S. 10th St.

20:48: Trespass, 800 block 
N. 16th St.

21:58: Agency assist, 200 
block N. 9th St.

THURSDAY, JULY 30
01:12: Disorderly subject, 

200 block S. River Rd.
03:48: Suspicious vehicle, 

100 block S. 10th St.

NEWS online at: www.cgsentinel.com

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-536-8838

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other off ers. See 
representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 
262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 
218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DC-
FRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285 &

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

cgsentinel.com

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

Arrested deputy resigns
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office (LCSO) reports that 
Dylan Ford has resigned from 
his employment.

Ford was arrested July 
28 by Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) agents 
and charged by criminal 
complaint with actual and 
attempted sexual exploitation 
of a minor, enticement of a 
minor, and receipt of child 
sexual abuse material.

The LCSO said Ford’s 
resignation follows formal 
notification of the internal 
investigation to be completed 
in accordance with Lane 
County Sheriff’s Office gen-
eral orders and the contrac-
tual labor agreement,

LCSO will still com-
plete the internal labor 
investigation and submit 
the completed findings to 
the Oregon Department of 
Public Safety Standards and 
Training for board review 

of his corrections certifica-
tion, according to the LCSO 
release.

According to court 
documents, Ford allegedly 
exchanged sexually explicit 
chats, images, and videos 
with multiple children under 
the age of 16. He used 
Telegram, an encrypted chat 
platform, and disappearing 
photo apps to begin conversa-
tions that would develop into 
sexual exchanges with the 
children.

Ford had been employed 
with LCSO for approximately 
7 and a half years.

Read previous coverage 
and follow new developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Courtesy photo
Dylan Food faces nu-
merous crimes against 
children charges. 

Lane County issues land 
use planning scam alert

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County Land 
Management has been made 
aware of a scam email tar-
geting people involved in 
active land use applications.

The email asks for addi-
tional fees to be paid via 
wire transfer to finalize 
approval of a special use 
permit.

“These scammers are par-
ticularly good at mimicking 
a lot of the language and 
terms we use when commu-
nicating with applicants and 
others involved in a land 
use process,” Lane County 
Land Management Division 
Manager Keir Miller said. 
“Please remember that we 
will never ask for a wire 
transfer of funds and that 
it is okay to call us first to 
confirm something is legiti-
mate. Trust your gut.”

The email references 
specific permit numbers and 
attempts to impersonate a 
real Lane County employee, 
but there are portions that 
should cause a reader to 
question the email’s legiti-
macy, including:

• The originat-
ing email shows up as 
“UnileverServices@mail.
com” rather than a real 
Lane County email.

• Asking for payment 
via a non-refundable and 
unusual method (wire 
transfers).

• Demanding all commu-
nication be conducted via 
email.

Lane County never 
accepts payment via wire 
transfer, cryptocurrency, 
or gift cards. Lane County 
never asks you for financial 
information such as bank 
account numbers, PIN num-
bers, investment accounts, 
or access codes.

Although the current 
scam is targeting residents 
that have applied for land 
use permits, other juris-
dictions have reported 
similar scams involving 
building and sanitation 
permits. Remember – when 
in doubt, reach out and 

confirm the request is 
legitimate. 

Other signs of a scam 
from the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
include:

• Asking you to pay 
money or taxes upfront to 
receive a prize or a gift.

• Pressuring you to 
act right away by telling 
you the deal won’t last or 
doesn’t give you time to 
ask questions.

• Creating a sense of 
urgency or emergency to 
play on your emotions to 
get you to act quickly.

People can protect them-
selves by slowing down 
and verifying requests. Do 
not click on links, scan QR 
codes or download attach-
ments in messages you 
don’t recognize, weren’t 
expecting or do not trust. 
Do not use the contact 
information provided by 
the possible scammer; call 
the organization using their 
official phone number or 
website.

If others have been tar-
geted by this scam, please 
consider contacting Lane 
County Land Management 
at 541-682-4065 to help 
build an understanding of 
how active this scam is in 
our community.

07:24: Abandoned vehicle, 
100 block N. 16th St.

10:22: Dog at large, 1300 
block S. River Rd.

11:04: Animal info, 900 
block Row River Rd.

14:09: Menacing, 900 
block S. River Rd.

15:01: Menacing, 900 
block S. River Rd.

17:27: Animal info, 1800 
block E. Main St.

19:09: Suspicious condi-
tion, 700 block E. Gibbs Ave.

19:27: Suicidal subject, 
500 block Grant Ave.

19:54: Suspicious condi-
tion, 700 block E. Gibbs Ave.

FRIDAY, JULY 31
00:32: Suspicious vehicle, 

700 block Hwy 99
02:38: Suicidal subject, 

8th/Benjamin
08:20: Death investigation, 

2100 block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Abandoned vehicle, 

3rd/Jefferson
10:29: Abandoned vehicle, 

100 block N. 16th St.
11:09: Trespass, 1700 

block E. Main St.
13:31: Nuisance, 700 block 

S. 13th St.
13:37: Animal info, 900 

block Row River Rd.
13:51: Animal info, 1500 

block E. Main St.
14:15: Fire, 300 block S. 

River Rd.

14:39: Motor vehicle 
crash, 1200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

16:09: Fire, I5 SB 174
16:27: Abandoned vehicle, 

Harvey/19th
19:48: Drug activity, 900 

block Chestnut Ave.
20:39: Vicious dog, 100 

block South S St.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
00:31: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
02:41: Suspicious vehicle, 

100 block S. 10th St.
03:10: Suspicious vehicle, 

700 block Hwy 99
03:47: Suspicious subject, 

78000 block Currin Blvd.
09:35: Barking dog, 900 

block South T Ct.
09:46: Fire, Main/S
09:52: Alarm, 300 block S. 

6th St.
13:25: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
13:46: Suspicious subject, 

700 block E. Main St.
14:29: Theft, 1600 block 

W. Main St.
15:02: Welfare check, 1100 

block S. 8th St.
15:22: Trespass, 1600 

block E. Grover Ave.
16:59: Motor vehicle 

crash, Exit 174 NB On Ramp
17:20: Juvenile problem, 

100 block S. 10th St.
18:58: Disturbance, 77000 

block Dugan Ln.

19:20: Juvenile problem, 
600 block S. 13th St.

19:43: Alarm, 2800 block 
Row River Rd.

20:29: Assault, 1000 block 
Villard Ave.

20:49: City ordinance vio-
lation, 200 block N. 12th St.

20:54: Motor vehicle 
crash, 400 block N. River 
Rd.

23:10: Juvenile problem, 
1100 block Geer Ave.

23:39: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block S. 6th St.

23:48: Suicidal subject, 
100 block Gateway Blvd.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
01:35: DUII ATL, 2700 

block Row River Rd.
14:46: Theft, 1500 block 

E. Main St.
15:34: DUII ATL, 

Gateway/Tyler
16:44: Disturbance, 100 

block Gateway Blvd.
17:51: Agency assist, Exit 

174 NB On Ramp
19:09: Suspicious subject, 

Bluebird/Pond Turtle
19:33: Juvenile problem, 

600 block Johnson Ave.
21:03: Harassment, 

Gateway Blvd/Main
21:05: Trespass, 2700 

block Row River Rd.
22:07: Trespass, 1500 

block Hwy 99
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To reach us, call 503-444-7924

Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

cgsentinel.com
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POLICE BLOTTER

Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

 Team Botswana trains at Cottage Grove High School 
to compete at the World Athletics U20 Championships

 WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Team Botswana’s 
Cottage Grove visit was 
over in a flash, but they 
still took full advantage of 
their time in town, working 
hard to prep for the world 
championships and enjoy-
ing their recreation time 
when they got a break. 

 The Botswana del-
egation prepped for the 
World Athletics U20 
Championships, but also 
got to enjoy some lake 
time, a trip to the Cottage 
Grove Speedway, arcade 
fun, a farewell dinner at 
Saginaw Vineyard, and a 
police escort to make sure 
they got to Hayward Field 
in Eugene alright. 

 The team arrived in 
Cottage Grove ahead of 
the World Athletics U20 
Championships, which 
were held at Hayward 
Field in Eugene Aug. 5-9. 
To ensure they were ready 
for the challenge of taking 
on the world’s best, Team 
Botswana held training ses-
sions at the Cottage Grove 
High School track on 
August 1, 2, and 3.  

The delegation was made 
up of 11 athletes, includ-
ing 10 male and 1 female, 

along with four team offi-
cials. Competing on the 
big stage in Eugene, they 
had athletes in the 100m, 
200m, 400m, 4×100m 
Relay, and 4×400m Relay. 
Results of their races are 
unknown at the time of 
press. 

With just a few days in 
town, there was plenty of 
action on the docket. The 
team arrived on July 31, 
but got straight to work on 
Aug. 1, training at CGHS 
before heading to dinner in 
the evening. The night was 
capped with a night at the 
Cottage Grove Speedway, 
where the team enjoyed a 
reserved box for the races. 

 
Sunday saw the team hit 

the lake for some swim-
ming and paddleboarding, 
followed by a jaunt around 
historic downtown. The 
team then closed out the 
evening with dinner at 
Jack Sprats and gaming 
at Quarter Drop Arcade. 
On their final day in town, 
the team had dinner at 
Saginaw Vineyard, where 
they dined with elected 
officials and other commu-
nity members. 

 Their time in Cottage 
Grove came to an end 

when they headed to 
Eugene on Aug. 4. While 
they were only in Cottage 
Grove for a weekend, 

Team Botswana had plenty 
of action to make the time 
fly. 

 Results from their races 
at the World Athletics 
U20 Championships 
can be found at https://

worldathletics.org/com-
petitions/world-athletics-
u20-championships/
oregon26. 

Courtesy photo from the Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce Facebook page
 Team Botswana trains at Cottage Grove High School to compete at the World Athletics U20 Champion-
ships.

Courtesy photo from the Cottage Grove Faith Center
Organizers said the annual Cottage Grove Party in the Park and Emergency 
Preparedness Fair was a success in bringing the community together at 
Coiner Park Aug. 1. The celebration combined games, crafts, facepainting, 
food, backpacks with grade-level supplies giveaways, inflatables, and a 
variety of information booths on ways families can prepare for emergencies. 
“City staff coordinated with 27 vendors from local, state, and federal enti-
ties to provide the community with important emergency information. The 
weather was very cooperative, and we had an incredible turnout. It was a 
huge success,” Cottage Grove Senior Planner Leni Crow said following the 
event.

Party in the Park

Cottage 
Grove 
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

DEATH NOTICES

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

• Carpet Cleaning
• Tile & Grout
• Area Rugs

Carpet Cleaning Specialists
541-942-0420

www.qualitycleaninginc.net

OC 
QUALITY
CLEANING
Since 1991

• Upholstery
• Pet Odor Treatments
• Mattresses

Dennis Halford, 86, of Eugene, Oregon, 
passed away on July 14, 2026. Arrangements 
are in the care of Sunset Hills Funeral Home, 
Crematorium & Cemetery.

John Richard Atchley, 65, of Eugene, 
Oregon, passed away on July 22, 2026. 
Arrangements are in the care of Sunset Hills 
Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
AUGUST 12
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Chamber Concerts in the 
Park: Andrei Andreev (classi-
cal piano).

    Bohemia Park 
Amphitheater. Vendors 
5:30–8 p.m. Concert 6:30–8 
p.m.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 

• Axe and Fiddle Game 
Night. 6:30–9:30 p.m. Free 
657 E. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

• Concerts in the Park 
After Party 8–9 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Market.

AUGUST 13
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley Church 
of Christ, Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Community 
Center

• Bread Club. 5–7 p.m. CG 
Public Market.

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• Stone Hart (rock). 6–8 
p.m. CG Public Market. 

• Open Mic Night. 7 p.m. 
(Sign Up 6:30 p.m.) Axe and 
Fiddle.

• Cottage Theatre Play: “I 
Hate Hamlet”, 7:30pm, 700 
Village Drive

AUGUST 14
• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 

Public Library.
• Kids Heritage Fair, 

Noon-6 p.m., Family Relief 
Nursery, 720 N. 14th St.

• CG Library Free Family 
Movie. 3–5 p.m. “Gnomeo 
and Juliet”

• American Legion Bingo. 
5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Ham Dinner. 
$12. 5:30–7 p.m. 775 N. 
River Rd. $12

• Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. Katie Roe 6–9 
p.m. 80247 Delight Valley 
School Rd.

• Cottage Grove Speedway 
Kart Night. 6 p.m. 1250 
Douglas Ave.

• Jackson’s Pub Karaoke 
Night with Jesse Hart. 6:30 

p.m. CG Public Market. 912 
E. Main St.

• Sassafras (Americana). 
6:30–9:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Cottage Theatre Play: “I 
Hate Hamlet”, 7:30pm, 700 
Village Drive

	
AUGUST 15
• Share Fair, 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St.
• South Valley Farmers 

Market. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 7th 
and Main Street.

• Cottage Grove Museum. 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• Cottage Bowl Open 
Bowling. 4–10 p.m. 740 Row 
River Rd.

• Cottage Grove Speedway 
Back to School Night. 6 p.m.

• Steel Wool (Americana). 
6:30–9:30 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• AlAnon “Courage to 
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair 
Room. City Hall.

• Cottage Theatre Play: “I 
Hate Hamlet”, 7:30pm, 700 
Village Drive

• Haley Johnson (alt pop). 
8:30–10:30 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. Cover $10

AUGUST 16

• Cottage Grove Museum. 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

• Cottage Theatre Play: “I 
Hate Hamlet”, 2:30pm, 700 
Village Drive

• South Valley Athletics 
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

• Johnny Sidney Davis 
(country-rock). 6–8 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle.

AUGUST 17
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Community Center.

AUGUST 18
• Ukulele Club. (for adults) 

9 a.m. CG Public Library.
• SVA Free Bowling. (first 

25 kids). 2 p.m. Cottage 
Bowl

• Bilingual Story Time. 5 
p.m. CG Public Library.

• Trinity Lutheran Free 
Take‑Out Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

• Trivia & Games with 
Gerald and Cribbage with 
Ted. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage grove Sentinel
Coast Fork Willamette River rapids.

Rabid bat reports increasing, prompting state advisory
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon could exceed a 
record number of rabid bats 
this year, according to the 
Oregon Health Authority 
(OHA) and the Oregon 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW).

The two agencies are 
urging people to prevent 
exposure to rabies while 
highlighting the importance 
of bats and other wildlife to 
the state’s ecosystems.

So far, 22 bats have tested 
positive for rabies in 2026, 
according to OHA data. That 
numbers illustrate that the 
state has matched – and is 
poised to surpass – its record 
for the number of bats that 
test positive for rabies in a 
single year. 

Bats have carried the rabies 
virus in their populations for 
thousands of years and are 
well known to carry rabies 
today, but generally at a very 
low level. Nevertheless, they 
account for the most human 
exposures to the virus more 
than any other species in the 
U.S, according to a release 
from the OHA and ODFW.

The highest number of 
animals testing positive for 
rabies since 2000 was in 
2006, when 22 bats and two 
foxes were found to be car-
rying the disease. In 2023, 
20 bats tested positive for 
the virus.

Emilio DeBess, DVM, 
public health veterinarian 
at OHA’s Public Health 
Division, said the more con-
tact someone has with bats, 
the higher the risk of expo-
sure to rabies.

“Unfortunately, when 
people find a dead or dying 
bat, they may pick it up 
with their hands because 
they want to help it, or 
maybe they’re just curious,” 
DeBess said. “When a bat or 
other wild animal is sick or 
dying with rabies, there’s an 
increased chance they will 
bite or transmit the virus in 
other ways.”

Colin Gillin, DVM, 
ODFW state wildlife vet-
erinarian, said that bats and 
other wildlife rarely bite 
people but may do so if they 
are sick or feel threatened. 
Oregon bats, in particular, 
eat only insects—about 
1,000 insects every hour—
and avoid people, Gillin 
explained.

“Bats provide impor-
tant ecosystem services in 
Oregon, but also globally 
with insect control, seed 
dispersal, and pollination 
of specific plants, support-
ing agriculture and forest 

systems,” Gillin said. “And 
like many animals that 
can carry disease, bats can 
also prevent or suppress 
disease by reducing mos-
quitoes and other vectors 
that carry human and animal 
pathogens.”

WHAT DO TO IF YOU 
FIUND A BAT 

Bats are protected wild-
life, which makes it illegal 
to harm or keep them. If you 
see a bat that appears to be 
sick:

• Stay calm, do not touch 
it, and keep people and pets 
away.

• When the sick or dead 
bat is indoors, do not release 
the bat. It may have exposed 
someone or a pet to rabies. 
If it is safe to do so, place 
a container or box over the 
bat.

• When the sick or dead 
bat is outdoors and may 
have exposed someone to 
rabies, cover it with a box or 
bucket to keep it in place, if 

safe to do so. Finding a dead 
bat does not require any 
action unless someone was 
bitten or scratched before the 
bat died.

• Contact your local health 
authority or veterinarian for 
your area right away to dis-
cuss potential exposures to 
humans or pets.

• If there are multiple sick 
or dead bats observed in an 
area, report to ODFW. 

• When a person or pet 
has been bitten or scratched 
by an animal that may have 
rabies, report this exposure 
immediately to your local 
animal regulation services or 
local public health authority. 
Seek medical care immedi-
ately from a medical pro-
vider or veterinarian.

• Teach children to avoid 
all contact with bats and 
other wildlife.

• Avoid bats seen in the 
wild, such as while hiking.

• Make sure your dog or 
cats’ vaccinations are up to 

date, whether they are indoor 
or outdoor pets.

• Unvaccinated pets that 
come into contact with a bat 
may be quarantined for up to 
four months or euthanized.

• Protect your home from 
bats by covering vents, 
chimneys, and other entry 
points with screens.

If you have roosting (nest-
ing) bats living in your attic 
or other areas of your house, 
call a wildlife control opera-
tor (WCO). ODFW is unable 
to respond to homeowner 
requests for bat removal.

RESOURCES
Find additional informa-

tion about rabies and bats at:
• OHA’s bats and rabies 

website
• ODFW’s bats website
• “Help Oregon’s bats 

with a bat-friendly home” 
article (ODFW)

• Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s 
rabies website

Constitutional hunting, fishing protections proposed
ALEX BAUMHARDT

Oregon Capital Chronicle

To counter a failed ballot 
initiative from animal rights 
activists that attempted to 
ban hunting, fishing and 
animal slaughter in Oregon, 
the state’s Republican lead-
ers pledged to introduce their 
own constitutional amend-
ment to guarantee fishing, 
hunting and farming rights.

State Sen. Christine 
Drazan, R-Canby and the 
Republican nominee for gov-
ernor, is leading the campaign 
to enshrine the right to “hunt, 
fish, gather wild foods and 
raise animals or crops” in the 
Oregon Constitution.

She announced the pro-
posed amendment Tuesday 
at White’s Country Meats in 
Gresham, along with Senate 
Minority Leader Bruce Starr, 
R-Dundee, House Minority 
Leader Lucetta Elmer, 

R-McMinnville, Sen. David 
Brock Smith, R-Port Orford, 
and Rep. Court Boice, 
R-Gold Beach.

Another lawmaker will 
need to introduce the 1.5-
page proposal because Drazan 
vacates her Senate seat next 
January whether she wins 
the governor’s race or not. If 
the Legislature approves the 
measure during the 2027 ses-
sion that begins in January, it 
would go to Oregonians for a 
vote in November 2028.

“Oregon should not be the 
testing ground for extreme 
measures that threaten afford-
ability, local food production, 
consumer choice and thou-
sands of jobs that connect us 
with putting food on the table 
with our farms and ranches,” 
Drazan said. “Activities like 
farming, ranching, hunting 
and fishing are all a part of 

our heritage, our economy 
and our everyday lives.”

David Michelson, an 
animal rights activist 
from Portland who led the 
campaign for Initiative 
Petition 28, said even if the 
Republicans’ ballot referral 
is successful, he and other 
petitioners could still try to 
put forth a ballot initiative in 
the future that would ban the 
killing of animals.

In late July, the Oregon 
Secretary of State’s Office 
announced the petitioners 
had less than 75% of the 
valid signatures needed from 
Oregon voters to make it onto 
the November ballot.

“We would still be able to 
use the ballot initiative pro-
cess to advocate for a world 
in which animals in Oregon 
are protected from being 
killed,” he said.

It was the third election 
cycle that animal rights 
advocates have introduced a 
version of the initiative, and 
the closest they’ve come to 
making the ballot. It faced 
widespread opposition from 
Democratic and Republican 
political leaders, the farming, 
ranching and fishing industries 
and Oregon’s federally recog-
nized tribes, whose treaty-pro-
tected rights to hunt and fish 
in their traditional land would 
not have been exempted from 
the ban.

Drazan and Starr repeatedly 
talked about hunting and fish-
ing protections as a bipartisan 
issue and said they expect 
the amendment to pass hand-
ily through the Legislature. 
Drazan said she invited 
Democratic state lawmakers 
from the Clackamas County 
area to the event but they did 
not respond.

See More 
PROPOSED
On Page 5
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6 months $65
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EDITORIAL CARTOONCOMMUNITY EVENT

“August rain: the best of 
the summer gone, and the 
new fall not yet born.”

Sylvia Plath

Quote of the Week

COMMENTARY

Have the wildfires and wildfire 
smoke altered your summer travel 
plans?

Yes
No

Are you planning a 
late summer get-away vacation?

Yes 40%
No 60%

“I think that that is not a 
big deal because the reality 
is all of them opposed IP 28. 
Nobody supported it, and the 
chief petitioner said: ‘We’re 
going to do this again and 
again and again,’ and so I 
think that we will continue to 
establish alignment,” she said.

Her Republican colleagues, 
as well as the president of the 
Oregon Farm Bureau, Angi 
Bailey, and several farming 
and fishing industry represen-
tatives also used the event as 
an opportunity to stump for 
Drazan.

“With Governor Drazan’s 
leadership and both par-
ties working together, we 
can send this constitutional 
amendment to the voter,” 
Starr said.

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/08/04/

oregon-gop-leaders-push-for-
constitutional-hunting-fishing-
protections-in-response-to-
ballot-measure/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.
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Western Oregon Expo 
Heritage Fair countdown

With the Heritage Fair 
now approaching its final 
stretch, volunteers at the 
Western Oregon Expo are 
preparing the fairgrounds and 
confirming the last details for 
opening day. Organizers say 
this year’s event will feature 
expanded demonstrations, 
additional youth activities 
and a renewed focus on local 
history.

Building One will show-
case dozens of community 
exhibits, and volunteers 
have been arranging display 
areas for flowers, vegetables, 
canned goods, photography, 

art, hobbies, baked goods and 
textiles. Judges will begin 
reviewing entries shortly after 
the final submission window 
closes on Thursday, Aug. 20, 
at 5 p.m.

Fair organizers say they are 
especially excited about the 
number of first-time exhibi-
tors who have signed up this 
year. They hope the growing 
interest will encourage more 
families to participate and 
help strengthen the long-
standing tradition of sharing 
local skills and creativity.

The W.O.E. Heritage Fair 
Exhibitors Handbook that 

details the many categories to 
submit entries for judging is 
available at local businesses 
and at the Fairgrounds Office 
at 2000 Douglas Street.

In addition to the exhibits, 
visitors can expect food ven-
dors, entertainment, a logging 
show and hands on activities 
throughout the weekend. Fair 
hours are Friday, 10 a.m. to 
8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Attendees are 
invited to bring nonperishable 
food items for Community 
Sharing.

Courtesy photo
The Western Oregon Expo will open its annual Heritage Fair on Aug. 21, at 
2000 N. Douglas Avenue next to Cottage Grove Speedway.

Ranked choice voting 
makes sense for Oregon

BLAIR BOBIER
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

It’s hard to imagine a sce-
nario where ranked choice 
voting — or, more to the 
point, the lack of ranked 
choice voting — won’t have 
an impact on this year’s 
race for governor.

Ranked choice voting 
eliminates concerns about 
“spoiler” candidates and 
ensures that the winner has 
broad support among voters. 
Right now, we’re teeing up 
a close gubernatorial elec-
tion with at least one minor 
party candidate in the mix 
— with the potential for 
more to join the fray. Any 
time you have an election 
with more than two candi-
dates in our current winner-
take-all, first-past-the post 
system, you run the risk of 
the winning candidate being 
elected with far less than a 
majority of the vote.

Although ranked choice 
voting is used in Corvallis, 
Portland, Benton County, 
and Multnomah County, it 
has yet to be used at the 
statewide level where win-
ner-take-all reigns supreme.

Under the current state-
wide system, a candidate 
only needs to secure a plu-
rality of the vote—meaning 
more votes than anyone 
else. At first blush, this 
sounds both sensible and 
fair, until you consider what 
elections look like with 
multiple candidates in the 
race. If, for example, you 
have a three-way election, 
a plurality of the vote could 
translate to a candidate win-
ning with just 34%. That 
means that 66% of the vot-
ers would have preferred 
that someone else won.

We don’t have to look far 
back in Oregon’s history 
to see examples of this. In 
the recent May primary, the 
Republican candidate for 
U.S. Senate won that elec-
tion with less than 30% of 
the vote. On the Democratic 
side of the equation, Chris 
Beck emerged victoriously 

from the 2nd Congressional 
District race with a mere 
34% of the vote.

One of the many beautiful 
things about ranked choice 
voting is how it eliminates 
the need for needless runoff 
elections. Ranked choice 
voting—which is also 
known as “instant runoff 
voting” — essentially com-
bines two rounds of elec-
tions into one.

As voters in a number of 
Oregon jurisdictions have 
discovered, voters get to 
rank candidates in order of 
preference — 1, 2, 3, and so 
on — and if their preferred 
candidate can’t initially 
muster enough support to 
win a majority, the voters’ 
back-up choices come into 
play. Votes are counted in 
rounds until a candidate 
secures a majority and is 
declared the winner.

Both Washington and 
Clackamas County will 
have runoff elections in 
November between the 
top two candidates for two 
seats on their Boards of 
Commissioners because no 
candidate secured a major-
ity of the vote in the May 
primary.

That means eight candi-
dates will have to campaign 
in two separate elections, 
just months apart. That 
seems like an incredible 
waste of time, money, and 
resources when a ranked 
choice/instant runoff elec-
tion can produce a winner 
with candidates only having 
to run once.

So, while using ranked 
choice voting has many 
benefits — more choices 
for voters and elections 
which produce winners 
with broader public support 
among them — adopting 
its use might just come 
down to a matter of dollars 
and sense. Combining two 
elections into one, and the 
savings that would generate, 
could provide local jurisdic-
tions with sufficient motiva-
tion to make the switch.

Oregon’s use of ranked 
choice voting, for now, is 
limited to a handful of cit-
ies and counties. 2024’s 
Measure 117, which would 
have established ranked 
choice voting for all fed-
eral and statewide offices, 
proved to be a bridge too 
far for Oregon voters, gar-
nering just 42% of the vote.

Rolling out ranked choice 
voting at the local level, 
where voters will have 
more opportunities to get 
familiar with it, is a likely 
path for its continued adop-
tion. Another route could 
be adopting it in bite-sized 
pieces and using it for spe-
cific elections—such as the 
governor’s race—where 
multi-candidate races are 
common and the risk of 
electing a candidate without 
the support of a majority of 
voters is high.

There are many threats 
to the democratic process; 
some more overt than 
others. Winner-take-all 
elections may not seem 
nefarious, but elections 
which thwart the will of the 
majority are incompatible 
with the basic principles 
of democracy. Ranked 
choice voting is a simple 
and elegant solution to this 
problem.

Blair Bobier is a co-
founder of the Oregon 
Center for Voting & 
Elections. He initiated the 
campaign making Benton 
County the first in Oregon 
to use ranked choice voting.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/08/04/ranked-
choice-voting-makes-sense-
for-oregon/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pro-
motion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer 
expires 9/30/26. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dealers only. See your 
dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

 $1,500 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 12 Months**

PLUS
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* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. 
No prescriptions.

844-387-1163
to get your 45-day risk free trial.
Call

Atom XAtom X

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
 your free quote today!
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MEDICAL TRAVEL 
CHALLENGES

The closure also impacts 
riders who depend on SLW 

for medical transporta-
tion into Eugene. Janetta 
Overholser, caregiver for 
90 year old community 
volunteer Don Williams. 
She said the change leaves 
them without a clear 
alternative.

“I don’t know what 
we’ll do now that South 
Lane Wheels is ending its 
service we depend on so 
much,” she said. “Don’s 
income too high to qualify 
for RideSource and LTD 
no longer provides medical 
transportation to Eugene.”

Overholser said 
Williams’ doctors and 

specialists are part of the 
Oregon Medical Group, 
making frequent trips to 
Eugene essential. Without 
Wheels, she said they are 
unsure how they will man-
age those appointments 
going forward.

REMAINING 
RESOURCES

The Aging and 
Disability Resource 
Connection (ADRC) offers 
guidance for seniors and 
disabled residents seek-
ing transportation options. 
ADRC can connect rid-
ers to Senior Connections 
Rural Medical Escort vol-
unteers, though availabil-
ity depends on volunteer 
capacity.

Lane Transit District’s 
Anni Katz responded to 
The Sentinel’s inquiry 
about the closure.

“Over the years, South 
Lane Wheels has reliably 
served the Cottage Grove 

community. This included 
their contract with Lane 
Transit District (LTD), 
providing services to 
rural South Lane County 
through their contract with 
the City of Cottage Grove 
and their non-profit. South 
Lane Wheels was a collab-
orative champion of rural 
transportation.

LTD contracted with 
South Lane Wheels 
to operate our LTD 
Connector service and our 
NEMT Medicaid services. 
South Lane Wheels staff 
were also active within 
LTD, serving on our 
Accessible Transportation 
Committee.

Cottage Grove riders can 
access LTD’s existing ser-
vices, including Route 98. 
This operates both within 
Cottage Grove and con-
nects riders to the broader 
transportation system in 

the Eugene-Springfield 
metropolitan area. 

The LTD Connector pro-
vides on-demand service 
within Cottage Grove city 
limits. For those unsure 
how to navigate transpor-
tation going forward, we 
encourage reaching out to 
LTD’s customer service 
team or visiting our web-
site for assistance.

Many people are sur-
prised to learn they qualify 
for services or resources 
they didn’t know existed. 
If you’re unsure how to 
navigate your options, 
we encourage you to call 
LTD’s Customer Service. 
That’s what we’re here 
for!”

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR STEPS 
DOWN

South Lane Wheels 
Executive Director Ruth 
Linoz, who stepped down 
the same day the closure 
was announced, said she 
remains grateful for the 
community she served.

“For sixteen years, it has 
been a privilege and honor 
to become part of this 
community as I worked 
for a wonderful board of 
directors and led a team of 
compassionate people that 
provided high quality, rural 
transportation services for 
the community we loved 
to serve,” she wrote.

Linoz said she will 
continue volunteering on 
projects she committed 
to and hopes to stay con-
nected with residents. “I 
wanted you to know how 
blessed I feel to have met 
you, learned from you, 
shared great conversations, 
and experienced sup-
port for each other as we 
invested our time, talents, 
and energy for the better-
ment of the Cottage Grove 
community.”

Steck said the Board 
hopes the partnerships 
built over the years will 
inspire future solutions. 
“We extend our deepest 
gratitude to our employees, 
volunteers, donors, part-
ners, and the thousands of 
riders who trusted us over 
the past 44 years,” he said. 
“Your support created a 
legacy of neighbor helping 
neighbor that will always 
be remembered.”

Sannes, JoAnn Gray, Casey 
Woodard, Susan Carver, 
Carolanne Sudderth, and 
Jennifer Ferraez. Williams 
co chairs the committee 
with Katy Vaughn. They 
report to Historical Society 
president Holli Turpin 
and the CGHS board of 
directors.

GROWING INTEREST 
FROM AROUND THE 

WORLD
Organizers initially 

planned for 55–60 attendees, 
but registrations quickly 
exceeded expectations. The 
conference has expanded to 
70–75 participants. A charter 
bus with 58 seats will carry 
most guests, with additional 
carpools following behind. 
Many attendees are traveling 
from out of state, including 
longtime Damfinos who 
have studied Keaton’s work 
for decades.

With the Village Green 
under renovation, organiz-
ers returned to the Cottage 
Grove Inn — formerly the 
Comfort Inn — where the 
first Keaton conference was 

held. The Inn offers the only 
hotel conference room in 
town, and Williams said the 
staff has been eager to help.

“The staff has made us 
feel welcome and have been 
a delight to work with,” he 
said. “I wanted to have our 
conference within the same 
hotel as our guests will be 
staying. This has worked out 
very well.”

A FULL TWO DAY 
CELEBRATION

Guests will arrive 
Thursday evening for short 
films, snacks, and wine. 
Friday’s program includes 
speakers and film screen-
ings at the Cottage Grove 
Inn from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
At 5 p.m., attendees will 
head downtown for din-
ner at the historic Cottage 
Grove Hotel, where Keaton 
and his crew stayed dur-
ing the 1926 production. 
The evening continues with 
the downtown Art Walk, a 
1920s costume contest, and 
a themed dance at the Odd 
Fellows Lodge.

On Saturday morning, 
guests will board a charter 
bus for a guided tour of The 
General filming sites. The 
tour includes the stretch of 
track where the locomotive 

crash was staged — still 
considered one of the most 
ambitious stunts in early 
filmmaking — along with 
other locations used during 
production. The celebration 
concludes Saturday night 
with a gala screening of The 
General at Cottage Theatre.
A LEGACY THAT STILL 

DRAWS VISITORS
Cottage Grove’s film 

history stretches across a 
century, with The General, 
Animal House, Stand By 
Me, and Emperor of the 
North among the most nota-
ble productions. Williams 
said visitors come for many 
reasons — covered bridges, 
murals, bike trails, and film 
locations — all contributing 
to the local economy. “All 
these varied demographics 
result in a huge economic 
boost to the community,” 
he said.

For Williams, the celebra-
tion is also personal. He 
remembers it was a big deal 
to attend the weekend mati-
nees at the Arcade and later 
the Diane Theatre with his 
brothers in the late 1950s.

“Those days with my 
brothers at the movies are 
some of my most cherished 
memories of childhood,” he 

said. “We earned our admis-
sion by mowing lawns and 
collecting cans and bottles. 
And I still enjoy watching 
old movies today.”

As Cottage Grove pre-
pares to welcome fans from 
around the world, the town’s 
connection to Keaton’s 
masterpiece feels as strong 
as ever. A century after the 

cameras rolled, The General 
continues to find its audi-
ence — and Cottage Grove 
continues to embrace the 
legacy it helped create.

Cottage Grove Sentinel 
This mural painted by Howard Tharpe on a building in downtown Cottage 
Grove shows a scene from The General, with Buster Keaton on the front of 
the locomotive.

Northwest is at elevated 
risk of significant fires from 
now until October. With fire 
crews responding to new fire 
starts every day, Oregonians 
and our visitors need to be 
prepared for wildfires, help 
prevent future ones, and be 
aware of up-to-date condi-
tions as they travel across the 
state.

How can I prepare myself 
in case I need to evacuate?

The Oregon Department 
of Emergency Management 
(OEM) urges everyone to 
prepare for wildfires and 

other emergencies by know-
ing evacuation levels, staying 
informed, having a plan, and 
having a go-kit ready.

Evacuation Levels
• Oregon follows a three-

level evacuation notifica-
tion system, each structured 
around safety threat level.

• Oregonians should 
become familiar with “Be 
Ready, Be Set, Go!” evalua-
tion levels to make informed 
decisions when receiving 
evacuation notices.

• OEM urges people to 
evacuate whenever they feel 
unsafe, conditions can change 
rapidly; individuals should 
always make the best deci-
sion for their safety.

• Following evacuation, 
people should not return to 
the area until public safety 
officials state it is safe.

Stay Informed
• Stay informed, sign up 

to receive evacuation at, 
ORAlert.gov remember to 
update information if need 
be.

• Find the website for your 
county emergency manage-
ment, sheriff’s office, or 
tribal police and follow them 
on social media.

• Check your photo set-
tings to ensure wireless emer-
gency alerts are turned on.

• Build redundancy into 
how you can access alerts. 
Have a personal C.E. Plan 

for what you will do if your 
cell phone stops working. A 
good place to start is a hand-
cranked NOAA radio.

• If you use a third-party 
app for alerts and situational 
awareness and notice discrep-
ancy information, default to 
the information provided by 
your local emergency man-
agement office.

Have a Plan
• Do you know what to do 

during an evacuation? See the 
evaluation checklist with this 
story at the Lincoln County 
Leader website that explains 
what to do before, during and 
after an evacuation.

• Establish a communi-
cation plan with a list of 

important contacts and a safe 
place for loved ones to meet 
if they are separated during 
an emergency.

• Identify multiple evacua-
tion routes from home, work, 
or school and plan for trans-
portation needs.

• People with disabilities 
should consider individual 
circumstances and specific 
needs when planning for 
evacuation, such as special 
equipment, transportation, 
and service animals. Then 
plan extra time, when pos-
sible, this may mean treating 
a level 2 notice like a level 3 
notice.

• Have an evacuation 
plan for pets, make a pet 

evacuation kit in a tote bag or 
pet crate, and plan for trans-
portation and sheltering of 
large animals such as horses 
and other livestock.

Make a Go-Kit
• Assemble an emergency 

kit of essential supplies that 
can be grabbed quickly.

• Pack an easy-to-carry 
backpack or bag for each 
household member with 
health and safety items such 
as food, water, medication, 
flashlights, phone chargers, 
clothing, and important docu-
ments. Visit American red 
Cross to learn more.

Find more information and 
resources at Wildfire.Oregon.
gov.
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
700

MISC SERVICES

Reduce • 
Recycle •

Reuse

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

Selling firewood by the bundle or by 
the cord. At season for the winter, ready 

to burn.Call for Prices. 451-521-9756

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

700
MISC FOR SALE

CGS26-143 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE STATE 
OF OREGON FOR THE COUNTY OF 
LANE (Probate Department) In the 
Matter of the Estate of HERMAN DAVIS, 
Deceased. Case No: 26PB04313 NOTICE 
TO INTERESTED PERSONS NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that Verina Davis-Terry has 
been appointed personal representative. 
All persons having claims against the 
estate are required to present them, with 
vouchers attached, to the Decedent’s 
Personal Representative’s attorney, Cassie 
N. Hutton-Ross, Howard Law Group, LLC, 
at 1114 12th Street SE, Salem, OR 97302, 
within four months after the date of first 
publication of this notice, or the claims 
may be barred. All persons whose rights 
may be affected by the proceedings may 
obtain additional information from the 
records of the court, the personal repre-
sentative, or the lawyer for the personal 
representative, Cassie N. Hutton-Ross, 
1114 12th Street SE, Salem, Oregon 
97302. Dated and first published on 
August 12, 2026. /s/ Cassie N. Hutton-
Ross, OSB No. 191678 Attorney for 
Personal Representative 08/12/26

Deadline 

For 
Classifieds, 

Legal ads and 
Obituaries is 

the 
Wednesday 

prior to 
publication 

date
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Name: __________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________

Submit online at www.cgsentinel.com
AUTOMOTIVE

ATV STORE
ATV RENTAL 
AUTO DETAIL
AUTO PARTS / ACCESSORIES
AUTO REPAIR
CAR WASH
OIL CHANGE
RV REPAIR
TIRE SERVICE

COMMUNITY
EARLY CHILD LEARNING
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
PLACE TO WORK
PLACE TO WORSHIP
SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY
SERVICE CLUB
SUPPORT GROUP
YOUTH ORGANIZATION

DRINKS
BAR
BARTENDER
BLOODY MARY
COCKTAIL
COFFEE
CRAFT BREW
HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITA
SMOOTHIE
TEA
WINE SELECTION

ENTERTAINMENT
FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT
GOLF COURSE
INDOOR ENTERTAINMENT
MUSICIAN / DJ
MUSEUM
PARK
PERFORMANCE VENUE
PERFORMING ARTS GROUP

FOOD & DINING
APPETIZER / SMALL PLATE
ASIAN CUISINE
BREAKFAST
BURGER
BURRITO
CHOWDER
DESSERT
FOOD TRUCK
MEXICAN CUISINE
PIZZA
RESTAURANT
RESTAURANT SERVICE
SALAD
SALSA
SANDWICHES
SEAFOOD
STEAK
SUSHI
TACO
VEGETARIAN / VEGAN

HOME SERVICES
CARPET CLEANING
CONTRACTOR
ELECTRICIAN
ESTATE LIQUIDATOR
FLOORING
HANDYMAN

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HOUSE CLEANING
HVAC / HEAT & AIR
INTERNET SERVICE
LANDSCAPING 
PAINTING
PEST CONTROL
PLUMBING
ROOFING
SELF-STORAGE
WINDOWS

PET
PET BOARDING
PET GROOMER
PET SUPPLIES
PET TRAINER
VETERINARIAN (LOCAL)
VETERINARIAN OFFICE

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY
BANK
BANK TELLER
COMPUTER HELP / REPAIR
FINANCIAL PLANNER
INSURANCE OFFICE
INSURANCE PROFESSIONAL
MORTGAGE LENDING
PHOTOGRAPHER
REAL ESTATE AGENT
REAL ESTATE OFFICE
SHIPPING SERVICES
TITLE COMPANY

SHOP LOCAL
ANTIQUES
APPLIANCES
ART GALLERY
ART SUPPLIES
BOOKS
BOUTIQUE
CLOTHING
FURNITURE
GARDEN NURSERY
GIFTS
HOME DECOR
HOME IMPROVEMENT
JEWELRY
KIDS CLOTHING
MATTRESS
THRIFT STORE

WELLNESS & BEAUTY
ACUPUNCTURE
BARBERSHOP
DAY SPA
DENTAL OFFICE
DENTIST
ESTHETICIAN
EYE CARE
HAIR SALON
HAIR STYLIST
HEARING SPECIALIST
MANICURE / PEDICURIST
MASSAGE
MEDICAL FACILITY
MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL
NAIL SALON
PERSONAL TRAINER
PHARMACY
TANNING SALON
TATTOO PARLOR

VOTE NOW!
NOMINATE YOUR FAVORITE SOUTH 

LANE COUNTY BUSINESSES

AUG. 4 TO 
SEPT. 7

Go online today: www.cgsentinel.com/ballot to vote!
MUST VOTE IN MINIMUM OF 15 CATEGORIES

The top two nominations will be named first and second place in 
each category. The most votes determine placement. 

Only one ballot per reader. Duplicate ballots will not be counted. 
Ballots from Cottage Grove newspaper only, photo copies will not be accepted.
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