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Cottage 
Grove 
Sentinel 
to cease 
publication 
Oct. 28

STAFF

The Wednesday, Oct. 28, issue of 
the Cottage Grove Sentinel, a weekly 
newspaper located in Southern Lane 
County, will be the newspaper’s final 
edition. 

In 2023, Country Media, Inc. 
purchased the Sentinel. It was a 
venture that included two other 
weekly papers on the Oregon Coast, 
the Newport News Times and the 
Florence Siuslaw News.

According to Country Media’s 
Chief Executive, Joe Warren,  In 
April of this year, the board of 
Country Media decided to close the 
Sentinel but held off due to a couple 
of community groups reaching out 
to see if anything could be done 
to keep the paper publishing every 
week.  

“Earlier this year, Country 
Media’s board of directors voted 
to discontinue publication of The 
Sentinel after two years of sharply 
declining advertising revenue,” said 
Warren.

 “But at the last minute, the board 
decided to make one more concerted 
effort to at least slow that revenue 
shortfall.”

 Warren said, during this time, we 
offered businesses and subscribers 
advertising specials, offered special 
niche sections and ran a couple of 
discounted subscription campaigns to 
drive more revenue toward the small 
weekly paper. 

 Yet now, after months of 
effort, drop in advertising revenue 
has gotten worse,” Warren said. 
“Particularly with a growing decline 
in legals and public-notice ads.”

 In addition to The Sentinel, 
Country Media owns six other 
weekly Oregon newspapers, most of 
them along the Pacific coastline. The 
Salem, OR-based company will con-
tinue to publish these weekly papers, 
Warren said. 

He added that subscribers to the 
Cottage Grove Sentinel will be 
receiving a refund for any prepaid 
subscriptions that exceed $10.

Cottage Grove Police Department earns high marks
CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

It’s been a banner year for the 
Cottage Grove Police Department’s 
turnaround efforts. 

The Cottage Grove Police 
Department (CGPD), which faced 
serious leadership failures three 
years ago, recently earned a near 
perfect score in its latest insur-
ance risk assessment — a result 
that marks a significant shift in the 
department’s operational culture and 
internal standards.

Earlier this year, CGPD earned 
its first accreditation from the 
Northwest Accreditation Alliance, 
meeting 110 professional standards 
in policy, training, supervision, 
physical security, and infrastructure. 
Accreditation is voluntary for small 
police departments, and Chief Cory 
Chase told the council his staff 
wanted to stretch themselves and 
pursue the recognition as part of 
their broader effort to strengthen the 
agency’s professional culture.

Only a few years ago, Cottage 
Grove’s police department was 
struggling under leadership 
described in media accounts as hav-
ing a “total lack of control.” Now, 
the agency has achieved outstanding 
evaluations, which Chase and city 

leaders describe as a remarkable 
transformation reflecting renewed 
standards, stronger oversight, and 
a commitment to rebuilding trust 
within the department and in the 
community.

Every three years, CIS — 
Oregon’s municipal risk pool — 
conducts an assessment of police 
operations separate from other city 
departments. Evaluators use indus-
try best practice standards to review 
policies, training, supervision, 

documentation, and risk reduction 
measures.

Chase told the council, “We came 
out with a 94 percent score which 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel 
Cottage Grove Police Chief Cory Chase, center, joins Officer Ryan Blalack, left, Officer 
Quentin Buckland, in front of riders before the Gran Fondo bike race at the Main Street 
Community Celebration May 16. CGPD launched its bicycle patrol during the event.

Community gears up for murals, 
music, and Animal House Mayhem

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Plans for next summer’s 
combined Animal House 50th 
Anniversary Celebration and 
Walldogs Mural Festival are accel-
erating this month with two major 
community events.

Organizers of the August 26–29, 
2027, weekend say they are prepar-
ing to welcome The Walldogs — an 
international guild of highly skilled 
sign painters and mural artists — 
who will fan out across Cottage 
Grove to complete 15 high quality 
murals in just three days.

On Saturday, Aug. 28, follow-
ing a recreation of the film’s iconic 
chaotic parade scene through the 
Historic District, thousands of white 
togas are expected to fill Bohemia 
Park as Cottage Grove attempts to 
reclaim the Guinness world record 
for the largest toga party.

A newly formed nonprofit, CG 
M.A.C., is spearheading the effort. 
Organizers hope the end of summer 
celebration will become an annual 
event highlighting local Music, Art, 
and Cinema, and anticipate welcom-
ing 30,000–40,000 attendees from 
across the region and beyond.

Mayor Candace Solesbee, who 
leads the planning for the “two 
events in one weekend,” said the 
festival will have a significant eco-
nomic impact.

“The festival is projected to gen-
erate between $4.2 and $5.6 million 
in direct spending in our community 
and will support Cottage Grove’s 
economic vitality and sustainabil-
ity,” Solesbee said. “It is a once in 
a generation opportunity that will 
leave a lasting legacy: 15 original 
historical murals celebrating the 
industries that shaped our town and 
the stories of the people who built 
it.”

Since the April 2026 kickoff 
meeting, more than 200 volunteers 

have signed up and 23 commit-
tees have formed. Leads have been 
selected for nearly every committee 
and will soon begin regular meet-
ings. Work is underway with local 
historians to identify mural subjects. 
Five pillars of Cottage Grove’s his-
tory are expected to be represented: 
gold mining, timber, agriculture, 
tribal history, and Hollywood films 
made here.

MURAL SELECTION 
EVENT — Nov. 4

Organizers invite the community 
to help select the remaining 10 
mural subjects at a public meeting 
on Wednesday, Nov. 4, from 4–7 
p.m. at the Armory. Local historians 
will present 20 proposed topics, and 
attendees will vote to narrow the 
list to 10. The event also serves as a 
fundraiser, with Coast Fork Brewery 

hosting bingo and serving drinks, 
and meals available from the El 
Rincon food truck.

“We welcome people to come and 
enjoy the evening, make a donation 
to support this grand endeavor, and 
vote for the mural ideas that speak 
to them,” Solesbee said.

ANIMAL HOUSE 50TH 
CELEBRATION

Planning is also underway for 
the 50th anniversary celebration of 
National Lampoon’s Animal House, 
which famously filmed its parade 
scene in Cottage Grove’s Historic 
District. The event will include flash 
mobs, interactive art, and a mix of 
ticketed and free activities.

“The parade will begin with the 
firing of a cannon, the re creation 
of floats from the film, marching 
bands, and a sea of togas led by our 

very own Death Mobile — along 
with many surprises,” Solesbee said. 
“We are also aiming to break the 
Guinness world record for the larg-
est toga party, and you can expect a 
food fight or two. This is truly shap-
ing up to be an exciting community 
experience for all ages.”

MAYOR’S MONSTER 
BALL — Oct. 24

The Mayor’s Monster Ball returns 
to the Armory on Saturday, Oct. 
24, following last year’s successful 
event. “This year’s ticket sales have 
been fantastic,” Solesbee said. All 
proceeds support the 2027 festival. 
Tickets are available at cgchamber.
com or at the Chamber office, 836 
E. Main St.

Solesbee noted that individuals, 
businesses, and community partners 
have already contributed gener-
ous cash and in kind donations. 
The Woodard Family Foundation 
has committed up to $115,000 in 
matching funds. To unlock the full 
amount, the community must raise 
$4 for every $1 the foundation con-
tributes by Dec. 1.

“Raising $20,000 adds $5,000,” 
Solesbee said. “Every contribution 
brings us closer. Please consider 
making a donation before Dec. 1 
and help us unlock every dollar of 
the Woodard Family Foundation’s 
gift to Cottage Grove.”

FOLLOW THE PROJECT / 
HOW TO DONATE

Updates are posted on two local 
Facebook pages: CG MAC and 
Cottage Grove’s Animal House 50 
Year Reunion and Muralfest. To 
learn more about the mural project 
visit The Walldogs Facebook page.

To donate, visit the Cottage Grove 
Area Chamber of Commerce website 
and click the donation link: https://
www.cgchamber.com/cottage-grove-
music-art-cinema/ Checks may also 
be dropped off at the Chamber 
office.

Courtesy photo
Organizers have produced this illustration as part of the 
community welcome.

City offers 
local Voter 
Pamphlet

The City of Cottage Grove has 
created a Local Voters’ Pamphlet 
for registered voters within the city 
limits. 

“The pamphlet provides state-
ments from the candidates who are 
seeking local election and important 
voter information,” city officials 
state in a release.

To view the Local Voters’ 
Pamphlet, visit the city’s website at 
www.cottagegroveor.gov and select 
the quick link on the right side of the 
homepage.

You can also pick up a printed 
copy at Cottage Grove City Hall, 
located at 400 East Main Street, or 
request one mailed to you by calling 
541-942-5501.
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The police blotter 
relates to the public 
record of incidents as 
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject to 
change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law 
enforcement agency.

 
COTTAGE GROVE 

POLICE 

MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 5

00:46: Burglary, 900 
block S Court

05:13: Alarm, 2700 
block Row River Rd.

07:46: Trespass, 900 
block S Court

08:01: Agency assist, 
200 block N. 12th St.

08:12: Fraud, 1400 
block Carobelle Ct.

08:13: Fire, Latham/
London

08:49: Barking dog, 
1200 block Bryant Ave.

09:08: Disturbance, 
1200 block Gateway Blvd.

09:55: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 300 block S. River 
Rd.

10:22: Missing person, 
200 block Sweet Ln.

11:01: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 1600 block Clark Ave.

11:52: Disturbance, 
78000 block Layng Rd.

12:17: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

13:05: Hit and run, 900 
block Ash Ave.

13:18: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Harrison/10th

13:57: Disturbance, 200 
block S. River Rd.

14:23: Vicious dog, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

16:06: Motor vehicle 
crash, 800 block Row 
River Rd.

16:27: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 2600 block S. 6th St.

16:31: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 100 block N. 16th St.

16:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, Gateway/Tyler

17:15: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1600 block Anthony 
Ct.

17:27: Alarm, 600 block 
E. Gibbs Ave.

17:35: Robbery, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

18:30: Animal info, 100 
block Village Dr.

18:51: Warrant service, 
900 block Row River Rd.

20:23: Fire, 500 block 
Grant Ave.

21:37: Assault, 500 
block Grant Ave.

23:01: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

23:01: Suspicious 
vehicle, 900 block Row 
River Rd.

TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 6

00:51: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

03:29: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Nichols/London

08:32: Suspicious con-
dition, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

09:44: Theft, 1400 
block E. Washington Ave.

10:06: Suicidal subject, 
200 block Quincy Ave.

12:24: Overdose, 1300 
block S. River Rd.

15:59: Hit and run, 900 
block N. 9th St.

16:11: Abandoned vehi-
cle, Pennoyer/99

18:06: Hit and run, 
78000 block Mosby Crk 
Rd.

22:47: Warrant service, 
1000 block E. Main St.

WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 7

02:30: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

05:19: Fraud, 100 block 
S. 16th St.

07:40: Intoxicated 
subject, 3200 block Row 
River Rd.

10:27: Theft, 1400 
block Birch Ave.

11:37: Animal info, 
1400 block E. Madison 
Ave.

12:38: Welfare check, 
200 block N. 10th St.

14:06: Found dog, 400 
block E. Main St.

14:28: Fraud, 400 block 
S. River Rd.

20:42: Theft, 1200 
block Hwy 99

21:35: Disturbance, 
1000 block E. Main St.

23:16: Drug activity, 
1400 block Daugherty 
Ave.

THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 8

04:29: Alarm, 2700 
block Row River Rd.

06:29: Criminal mis-
chief, 100 block Village 
Dr.

08:56: Hit and run, 700 
block Fairview Lp.

09:36: Missing person, 
700 block E. Harrison 
Ave.

14:10: Missing person, 
1100 block W. Main St.

15:39: Disturbance, 
80000 block Hwy 99

23:02: Disturbance, 300 
block N. 7th St.

23:47: Motor vehicle 
crash, 800 block S. 7th St.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9
02:07: Nuisance, 200 

block S. 11th St.
06:42: Motor vehicle 

crash, 10th/Taylor
11:36: Harassment, 4th/

Fillmore
12:07: Motor vehicle 

crash, 1500 Hwy 99
12:47: Drug activity, 

100 block S. 10th St.
12:56: Agency assist, 

1500 block Village Dr.
13:31: Trespass, 100 

block S. 3rd St.
15:20: Juvenile trouble, 

700 block Hwy 99
15:31: Abandoned 

vehicle, 1000 block N. 
Douglas St.

16:16: Vicious dog, 100 
block S. 10th St.

18:57: Missing person, 
400 block E. Main St.

21:04: Disturbance, 200 
block S. River Rd.

21:08: Motor vehicle 
crash, Hwy 99/Tate

22:13: Suspicious vehi-
cle, N.River Rd/Grimes

22:42: Disturbance, 
1600 block Gateway Blvd.

23:36: Barking dog, 
Chestnut/J

SATURDAY, 
OCTOBER 10

10:27: Fire, 400 block 
N. 14th St.

17:46: Found property, 
100 block Gateway Blvd.

17:56: Wanted subject, 
200 block N. 12th St.

18:00: Disturbance, 100 
block N. 16th St.

18:07: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

18:10: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 1200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

18:37: Theft, 600 block 
S. 5th St.

20:17: Disturbance, 
1500 block E. Main St.

22:12: Barking dog, 
1100 block S. 4th St.

23:52: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 100 block N. 16th St.

SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 11

01:08: Suspicious con-
dition, 180 block E. Main 
St.

01:24: Suspicious sub-
ject, 200 block Gateway 
Blvd.

02:11: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1700 block E. 
Main St.

02:41: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 100 block S. 10th St.

02:57: Disturbance, 
1300 block E. Jefferson 
Ave.

07:19: Fire, 400 block 
N. 14th St.

08:54: Alarm, 100 block 
N. 6th St.

09:09: Found property, 
1000 block E. Main St.

10:14: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

10:17: Agency assist, 
100 block S. 11th St.

10:37: Agency assist, 
77000 block Layng Rd.

12:25: Fire, 400 block 
E. Main St.

14:30: Theft, 200 block 
N. 12th St.

14:40: Found property, 
100 block Gateway Blvd.

15:54: Disorderly 
subject, 800 block E. 
Whiteaker Ave.

16:02: Disorderly 
subject, 800 block E. 
Whiteaker Ave.

18:34: Reckless driving, 
9th/Main

19:19: Barking dog, 
1000 block Chestnut Ave.

19:41: Disorderly sub-
ject, 1800 block E. Main 
St.

20:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Hwy 99/6th

22:16: Vicious dog, 
10th/Thayer

22:27: Motor vehicle 
crash, 1800 block Harvey 
Rd.

cgsentinel.com
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Absorbs up 
to 6 cups

Seriously 
Absorbent 
Underwear

1-855-995-2919 Get a 
FREE Starter Pack
just pay shipping

Try for 

FREEFREE

Limited Time O�er!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.

Closer Look

Blotter

Crash into parked cars leads to arrest
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The following is from the 
Cottage Grove Police Weekly 
Update.

- This past Monday morn-
ing, we made an appear-
ance at the Faithful Partners 
Preschool for our annual 
visit. Captain Branstetter 
read “If You Give a Pig A 
Pancake” to the children 
and we gifted each student 
with their own copy to take 
home. Providing children 
with their own copy of 
the book is made possible 
through our partnership with 
Books & Badges The Starfish 
Assignment.

- Officers responded to 
reports of a motor-vehicle 
crash involving multiple 
parked vehicles. The driver 
of the involved vehicle 
was initially suspected of 
Driving Under the Influence 
due to the presence of 
alcoholic containers inside 
the vehicle. Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests were 
completed, and it was deter-
mined that the driver did 
not exhibit sufficient indica-
tors of impairment. At the 
end of the investigation, the 
driver was issued Uniform 

Traffic Citations for Careless 
Driving (Contributing to a 
Motor Vehicle Accident) 
(ORS 811.135), Violation of 
Open Container Law (ORS 
811.170), and Operating a 
Vehicle Without Driving 
Privileges (ORS 807.010).

- During the above investi-
gation, Dispatch advised offi-
cers that the involved driver 
was the suspect of an active 
attempt-to-locate request 
issued by an officer within 
our department. This was 
regarding an ongoing crimi-
nal investigation in which 
there was probable cause to 
arrest the male on charges of 
Assault in the Fourth Degree 
(ORS 163.160), Menacing 
(ORS 163.190), Criminal 
Mischief in the Second 
Degree (ORS 164.354), 
and Disorderly Conduct in 
the Second Degree (ORS 
166.025). The male was 
transported and lodged at 
the Lane County Jail on the 
above-mentioned charges.

- Dispatch received a 
disturbance call and could 
hear yelling over the open 
phone line. Officers arrived 
and encountered a highly 
intoxicated and uncooperative 

female at the scene. The male 
victim fled the scene on foot 
before officers could speak 
with him. The female was 
ultimately detained and trans-
ported to the Lane County 
Jail, where she was lodged 
on charges of Disorderly 
Conduct in the Second 
Degree (ORS 166.025).

- When officers arrived at 
the designated camp at 12th 
Street to unlock the gate, they 
located a known male subject 
who had an active warrant 
for his arrest for Failure to 
Appear on a Possession of 
Methamphetamine charge. 
The male was contacted and 
taken into custody without 
incident. He was transported 
to the Lane County Jail to be 
lodged on his warrant.

- Officers responded to 
a motor vehicle accident 
where a female driver struck 
a parked car. When officers 
began their investigation, 
the female driver was show-
ing signs of intoxication. 
She was transported to the 
police department to perform 
Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests and provided a breath 
sample of 0.23% (almost 
three times the legal limit). 

She was issued Citations in 
Lieu of Custody for Driving 
Under the Influence of 

Intoxicants (ORS 813.010) 
and Reckless Driving (ORS 
811.140). She was released 

into the custody of a family 
member.

Investigators seek vehicle in fatal hit-and-run
STAFF REPORT

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office (LCSO) investiga-
tors are asking for public 
assistance in identifying 
the vehicle involved in a 
fatal hit-and-run crash that 
occurred October 9 near 
Creswell.

The suspect vehicle is 
described as a gray or 
silver small hatchback car. 
The vehicle is described 
to have round taillights. 
As a result of the crash 
the vehicle may have light 
damage to the front and 
or driver side, accord-
ing LCSO Sgt. Levi 
McKenny.

The Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office is asking 
residents in the area for 
help. Residents are asked 
to review any external 
roadway facing security 
cameras around the time 
of the incident. Anyone 
with information on this 

case is asked to contact 
the Lane County Sheriff’s 
Office at 541-682-4150.

BACKGROUND
At approximately 

8:27 p.m. October 
9, LCSD deputies 
responded to a report of a 

vehicle-versus-pedestrian 
crash on River Drive near 
East Cloverdale Road, 
outside of Creswell. 

“It was reported the 
involved vehicle fled the 
scene after striking the 
pedestrian,” McKenny 

said. “LCSO deputies 
responded along with 
EMT’s with South Lane 
Fire. Sadly, the individual 
struck by the vehicle did 
not survive. The deceased 
was identified as 49–
year-old Justin Dewayne 
Jones.”

LCSO Major Crash 
investigators were called 
out and assisted with 
the investigation. The 
involved vehicle may be 
a gray or silver hatchback 
style car or small SUV. 
The vehicle may have 
light damage to the front 
and or driver side.

The Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office is ask-
ing for the public’s help 
in identifying the vehicle 
involved in the crash. 
Anyone with information 
about this case is asked 
to contact the Sheriff’s 
Office at 541-682-4150.

See story updates online 
at cgsentinel.com.
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Local Fiber 
Internet

Fast, reliable internet built for the way 
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFN.NET  |  (541) 673-4242 

Check Availability Now

Built Here. Connected Here.

Community Calendar
OCTOBER 21
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 3–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave.

• Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6–7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing.

• Elks Lodge Bingo. Early 
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular 
Games 7 p.m. Elks Lodge.

• Crashing Wayward 
(rock). 8–10 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle.

OCTOBER 22
• T.O.P.S. Club. 9:30–11 

a.m. Delight Valley Church 
of Christ, Saginaw.

• Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m. 
CG Public Library.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• Community Center Table 
Tennis. 4–6 p.m. Community 
Center.

• Bread Club. 5–7 p.m. CG 
Public Market.

• Celebrate Recovery. 5:15 
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447 
Hwy 99N.

• Stone Hart (rock). 6–8 
p.m. The Public (CG Public 
Market).

• Open Mic Night.  6:30–
9:30 p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

• Cottage Theatre Play: 
“The Addams Family 
Musical”. 7:30 p.m.  Adults 
$32/Students $20

• Karaoke Night. 9 p.m.-
Close. Bohemian Tavern. 48 
N. Ninth St.

OCTOBER 23
• All Seasons Bazaar. 10 

a.m.–3 p.m. OLPH Catholic 
Church. 1015 N. 19th St.

• Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG 
Public Library.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• American Legion Bingo. 
5–7 p.m. American Legion 
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

• Elks Lodge Fundraising 
Fish Fry Dinner. 5–6:30 p.m. 
A la carte menu prices vary

• Gus Russel (jazz piano). 
Saginaw Vineyard Friday 
Night Live. 6–9 p.m.

• Corwin Bolt (ragtime 
roots). 6–9 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5 
entry. BCA rules.

• Cottage Theatre Play: 
“The Addams Family 
Musical”. 7:30 p.m.  Adults 
$32/Students $20

• Dear Mr. Henshaw 
(garage rock). 8–10 p.m. Axe 
and Fiddle

OCTOBER 24
• Share Fair. 9 a.m. 1133 

E. Main St.
• All Seasons Bazaar. 10 

a.m.–2 p.m. OLPH Catholic 
Church. 1015 N. 19th St.

• South Valley Farmers 
Market. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 7th 
and Main Street.

• Cottage Grove Museum. 
1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum. 1–4 p.m. 308 S. 
10th St.

• Jazzcheesewine 
Fundraiser. 5 p.m. The Public 
(CG Public Market)

• Concrete Delta (blues). 
6–9 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewery.

• Mayor’s Monster Ball. 7 
p.m. Cottage Grove Armory. 
$35/person. Adults only.

• Cottage Theatre Play: 
“The Addams Family 
Musical”. 7:30 p.m.  Adults 
$32/Students $20

• Brian James and The 
Revival (blues/rock). 8–10 
p.m. Axe and Fiddle

OCTOBER 25
• Cottage Grove Museum. 

1–4 p.m. Birch Avenue and 
H Street.

• The Regulars 
(Americana). 1–3 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing

• VFW Bingo. 2–4 p.m. 
VFW Post 3473. 3160 
Hillside Dr.

• Cottage Theatre Play: 
“The Addams Family 
Musical”. 2:30 p.m.  Adults 
$32/Students $20

• Tim McNary (cinematic 
folk artist). 6–8 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle

OCTOBER 26
• Cottage Bowl Open 

Bowling. 1–5:30 p.m. 740 
Row River Rd.

• Senior Center Bingo. 
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Community Center.

• Hope & Safety Alliance 
Fundraiser. 6–8 p.m. Axe and 
Fiddle

OCTOBER 27
• Ukulele Club. (for adults) 

9 a.m. CG Public Library.
• Bilingual Story Time. 5 

p.m. CG Public Library.
• Trinity Lutheran Free 

TakeOut Dinner. 5:15–6:15 
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

• Trivia & Games with 
Gerald and Cribbage with 
Ted. 6–8 p.m. Coast Fork 
Brewing.

• Sabor Latino Dance 
Night. 6:30–9:30 p.m. $6/
dancer

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Fall colors a blaze at Cottage Grove’s Coiner Park.

Mayor’s Monster Ball a ‘community connector’
JEREMY C. RUARK

Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Cottage Grove 
Mayor’s Monster Ball is 
schedule for 7 p.m. Saturday, 
October 24, at the Cottage 
Grove Armory located at 628 
E Washington Avenue.

“The Mayor’s Monster 
Ball began last year, making 
this year’s event only the 
second one.” Cottage Grove 
Mayor Candace Solesbess 
said. 

Cottage Grove’s Mayor’s 
Ball was a more formal affair, 
with invitations directed 
largely to organizations, busi-
ness owners, community vol-
unteers, philanthropists, board 
and committee members, and 
others involved in local ser-
vice, according to Solesbee.

“I wanted to open the 
event to the whole com-
munity and keep tickets 
affordable, so more people 

could take part in giving back 
while enjoying a fun evening 
together,” she said. “Holding 
it around Halloween seemed 
like a great way to bring 
some extra playfulness to the 
occasion.”

Last year’s Ball raised just 
under $20,000 and like this 
year-all proceeds supported 
the 2027 Cottage Grove 
Music, Art, and Cinema (CG 
M.A.C.) Project, featuring the 
WallDogs MuralFest.

“We’re planning to wel-
come 200 to 300 artists to 
Cottage Grove to create 15 
original historical murals 
in just four days- celebrat-
ing the people and indus-
tries that built our town,” 
Solesbee said. “The project 
will also include work on 
our two existing Coca-Cola 
murals and a community 
mural, alongside the 50th 
Anniversary celebration of 

the filming of Animal House 
in Cottage Grove.”

“Our community has a 
rich creative history, and I’m 
passionate about supporting 
the arts,” she said. “The Art 
programs are often among 
the first cut when school bud-
gets are tight, even though 
they play an important role 
in children’s development. 
Smaller communities can 
also face challenges securing 
grants and funding public 
art, so projects like this often 
depend on the community 
coming together.”

According to Solesbee, 
the Ball is a community 
connector.

“What I love most about 
the Ball is seeing people 
connect, have fun, and feel 
part of something meaning-
ful,” she said. “Many local 
businesses and nonprofits 
donated last year, restaurants 

contributed food, and time, 
coffee shops joined in, food 
trucks/carts offered treats. 
The entertainment included 
a surprise Thriller flash mob 
and performances by our very 
own Cottage Grove Witches 
group. People were dancing 
to the background music- 
before the live band even 
began playing, and guests 
were asking us to bring the 

event back before the evening 
was over. Those smiles said 
everything.”

Solesbee said the 2026 
Mayor’s Monster Ball pro-
cess has been streamlined 
changes to not put the weight 
on the same volunteers as last 
year. 

“However, we are looking 
forward to another memo-
rable night,” she said.

Tickets are $35 each 
and are available at the 
Cottage Grove Chamber 
of Commerce office at 836 
E Main Street. The ticket 
includes dinner, no-host bar, 
and entertainment. 

“There will also be sur-
prises, and silent auction 
items - everything you need 
for a festive night out with 
friends,” Solesbee said. 

Courtesy photo from Greg Lee Photography
Participants enjoying the dancing at the 20-25 Mayor’s Monster Ball.

Courtesy photo from Greg Lee Photography
On the dance floor during the 2025 Mayor’s Monster Ball.
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123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

Obituaries / News

Colleen Ann Otton, a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, and 
lifelong teacher, passed away 
on October 3, 2026, at the age 
of 87.

Born on July 5, 1939, in 
Wendell, Idaho, to Elmer 
Earl (“Bus”) and Lovelle 
Parr, Colleen grew up in 
Wendell before attending the 
University of Idaho. It was 
there, on March 27, 1959, 
that she met Edward W. Otton, Jr., while 
painting Easter eggs and playing Pinochle. 
That meeting began a remarkable love story. 
Colleen and Ed married on August 16, 1959, 
and shared 67 years of marriage, building 
a life filled with family, faith, travel, and 
cherished memories.

Teaching was more than a profession for 
Colleen; it was a lifelong calling. She taught 
third grade at Wendell Elementary School 
and Drain Elementary School in Oregon 
and later served as a substitute teacher in 
Mt. Si and elementary schools throughout 
Vancouver, Washington. Her love of teaching 
also took her across the world, where 
she taught at Watsonia High School near 
Melbourne, Australia, for two years while 
living there with Ed and their two sons.

Although Colleen officially retired in 1999, 
her passion for helping others learn never 
ended. She continued substitute teaching 
for several years and, even in her later years, 
found joy in teaching her great-grandchildren 
to read over FaceTime. Her dedication to 
education remained part of who she was until 
the very end.

Colleen loved traveling and, above all, 
spending time with her family. Her five 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren 

brought her tremendous 
joy. She also found purpose 
and fellowship through her 
church community. As a 
member of Vancouver First 
Presbyterian Church, she 
served through the Food Bank 
Garden, FEAST, and Deacons 
ministries, generously giving 
her time to help others.

Colleen was preceded in 
death by her parents, Bus 
and Lovelle, and her sister 

Elaine (Dave). She is survived by her beloved 
husband of 67 years, Ed; brother Rollin; sister 
Pauline (Earl); sons Edward (Pam) and Steve; 
grandchildren Stephanie (Dan), Geoffrey, 
Jaimee (Chris), Linda, and Stacey (Ryan); and 
great-grandchildren Amy, Emma, Carter, 
Mia, Zoe, and Remi.

Colleen’s legacy lives on through the 
countless lives she touched as a teacher, the 
family she loved so deeply, and the example 
she set through a lifetime of service. She will 
be remembered for her generous spirit, her 
dedication to helping others learn, and her 
steadfast love for those closest to her.

Her family will especially cherish the 
memory of a woman who never stopped 
teaching, never stopped caring, and 
continued sharing her gifts with the next 
generations.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Vancouver First Presbyterian Church 
(4300 Main Street, Vancouver, WA 98663), 
designated for the “Breakfast with Neighbors” 
program.

A memorial service celebrating Colleen’s life 
will be held on Saturday, October 31, 2026, 
at 1:00 p.m. at Vancouver First Presbyterian 
Church.

Colleen Ann Otton
July 5, 1939 – October 3, 2026

New drop off boxes for county voters
The Lane County Elections 

Office is installing three new 
traditional ballot drop boxes 
and testing a new “smart” 
ballot drop box ahead of the 
November 3, 2026 election.

“Expanding access to 
convenient and secure bal-
lot drop boxes is one of our 
longstanding goals at Lane 
County Elections,” Lane 
County Clerk Tommy Gong. 
“Most voters in Lane County 
choose to use an official drop 
box to return their ballots and 
we want to continue building 
our network of locations as 
our communities grow and 
change.”

The new ballot boxes are 
being funded with a combina-
tion of the emergency funding 
approved in September by the 
Joint Emergency Board of the 
Oregon Legislature and pro-
vided to the Oregon Secretary 
of State’s Office for distribu-
tion and grant funding.

“This is a major win for 
Lane County voters. I want 
to thank Clerk Gong and his 
team for their tireless work to 
get these drop boxes placed 
during an election. Expanding 
access to these secure, official 
drop boxes will make it easier 
for more eligible Oregonians 
to vote in this year’s elec-
tion. That’s good for democ-
racy and good for Oregon,” 
Oregon Secretary of State 
Tobias Read said.

Site preparation is sched-
uled for this week with instal-
lation planned on October 

14. All 25 Lane County bal-
lot drop boxes will open to 
accept ballots on October 15 
– the day ballots are mailed 
to Lane County voters.

The three new traditional 
ballot boxes will be located 
at:

• River Road Water & 
Fire Protection District (105 
Oakleigh Lane, Eugene)

• Mapleton Fire District 
(10940 OR-36, Mapleton)

• McKenzie Fire & Rescue 
(42870 McKenzie Highway 
in Leaburg)

The new smart ballot drop 
box is the first of its kind 
in Oregon. It is able to scan 
the barcode on the outside of 
each return envelope to better 
track ballots returned at that 
location – increasing ballot 
security.

“We’re excited to be the 
first jurisdiction in Oregon 
to test this new technol-
ogy,” Gong said. “One of the 
most compelling features is 
its ability to keep track of 
whose ballots were returned 

at that location, which in 
turn improves our chain-of-
custody process for ballots 
and makes it possible or us 
to communicate with voters 
if something were to happen 
to the box and its contents 
before ballots had been col-
lected by election workers.”

The smart ballot drop box 
will be located on the ground 
floor of the Lane County 
Public Service Building (125 
E. 8th Avenue, Eugene). If 
the test is successful, the box 
will be moved to a differ-
ent location before the next 
election.

The new ballot boxes 
will not appear on the list 
of official ballot drop boxes 
that accompany each ballot 
because the locations were 
confirmed too late in the bal-
lot preparation process.

Ballots will be mailed to 
Lane County voters starting 
October 15. All returned bal-
lots must be in drop boxes or 
postmarked by 8:00 p.m. on 
November 3. In response to 
service changes at the U.S. 
Postal Service delaying post-
marking and delivery times 
for all mail, including ballots, 
voters are encouraged to use 
an official drop box or mail 
their ballots no later than 
October 27.

More information about the 
November 3, 2026 General 
Election, including election 
security, is available at www.
LaneCountyOR.gov/elections.

Kotek, Drazan focus on development at final debate

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek 
and state Sen. Christine 
Drazan, R-Canby, spent 
their final televised debate 
for the 2026 Oregon guber-
natorial race tussling over 
who could best spur eco-
nomic growth, housing and 
development in the state 
with a focus on Oregonians 
outside of Portland. 

Local news outlets KTVZ 
and The Source hosted the 
Bend debate, which coin-
cided with the final day 
for Oregonians to register 
to vote. Election officials 
will begin mailing bal-
lots to all registered voters 
Wednesday.

Drazan has spent much 
of the campaign hammer-
ing Kotek for increasing 
state spending while failing 
to improve outcomes on 
homelessness, housing and 
education. Kotek, mean-
while, has fired back that 
Drazan will roll over to 
enact the Trump administra-
tion’s agenda on issues such 
as immigration, abortion 
and mail-in voting. 

That translated on 
Tuesday to Drazan pointing 
to her roots as a Klamath 
Falls native who opposes 
excessive regulation and 
transportation taxes that 
hamper businesses in rural 
areas. She encouraged 

supporters of the conserva-
tive-driven Greater Idaho 
movement to trust in her 
candidacy to turn the state 
around. The movement 
has support among some 
Oregonians in counties east 
of the Cascades who want 
to secede and join Oregon’s 
eastern neighbor, a long 
shot that would require 
approval from both states 
and Congress.

“The governor’s agenda 
is one I know you cannot 
afford. In rural Oregon, that 
gas tax fight, you were des-
perate to make sure that that 
tax did not actually pass 
because you couldn’t afford 
it,” Drazan said. “You drive 
further. The distances are 
more extensive. People 
don’t get that in Portland 
where they can pop on a 
bus.”

Kotek, in turn, repeatedly 
pointed out that the GOP’s 
2025 federal tax and spend-
ing law would harm rural 
communities and hospitals 
through cuts to Medicaid, 
which 1 in 3 Oregonians 
relies upon. Those are 
expected to cost Oregon 
more than $400 million 
over the next two years 
that the state will need to 
account for to prevent loss 
of coverage and services. 

“When I was speaker 
of the House, one of the 
things that was important 

for me was for Republicans 
and Democrats to see each 
other’s districts, and they 
would visit each other’s 
districts to make sure they 
understood what was going 
on,” she said. “We need to 
work as one state on the 
issues we all care about.

Recent polling from 
news outlets and cam-
paigns has shown that the 
race has been competitive, 
with Kotek and Drazan in 
effectively a statistical tie. 
National political analysts 
have suggested that it’s pos-
sible for Drazan to capital-
ize upon discontent with 
four decades of Democrats 
winning the governor’s race, 
but political headwinds for 
Republicans remain nation-
wide given their current 
control of the White House 
and Congress.

Housing, homelessness, 
economy take center state 
in debate

Kotek took Tuesday 
to point to the state of 
Oregon’s progress on two of 
her top issues, housing and 
homelessness. She touted 
data showing homelessness 
is on the decline in Central 
Oregon by 19.1% in 2026. 
Statewide, Oregon expe-
rienced a 19% increase in 
homelessness between 2025 
and 2026, the annual federal 
report based on counting 
people experiencing home-
lessness on a single night in 
January showed.

“The bills that I have 
been successfully getting 
passed in the Legislature 
before I was even governor, 

Senator Drazan voted 
against them, whether that 
was middle-housing and 
trying to have more options 
within our urban growth 
boundaries, or dollars to 
help build the housing that 
we need across our state,” 
Kotek said. “And so, if it’s 
really about who’s done the 
work, I’ve done the work.”

Drazan said Oregon 
needs to undergo a serious 
overhaul of the state’s land 
use system and increase the 
number of housing units 
being built without ham-
pering the culture of local 
communities. She also said 
the state needs to take a 
“tough line” with local gov-
ernments in order to ensure 
permits are approved.

“What you didn’t hear the 
governor say today is that 
she has achieved her own 
goals for housing across 
our state,” Drazan said. 
“When she ran for governor 
four years ago, she told 
Oregonians that she was 
going to solve our hous-
ing crisis across our state. 
She was unable to rein in 
government.”

The two also sparred 
over a tax credit legisla-
tive Democrats approved 
when they passed a law this 
year to prevent the state tax 
code from replicating some 
business-friendly tax breaks 
passed under the 2025 fed-
eral GOP tax and spending 
law. By blocking those tax 
exemptions, the law saved 
the state approximately 
$300 million in revenue. 

But some political 
observers noted at the time 
that another benefit within 
that law to offer businesses 
up to $1,000 in a tax credit 
for each new job they create 
was significantly narrowed 
through the legislative pro-
cess by the end of the ses-
sion. Another law narrowed 
the credit to only apply 
to certain industries such 
as forestry, manufactur-
ing, technology. The credit 
is capped at $10,000 per 
employer. 

Drazan called the final 
incentive “almost laugh-
able.” She said she would 
work across the aisle to 
reform the state’s corporate 
activity tax, which pays for 
education, and the state’s 
estate tax. 

Businesses with more 
than $1 million in sales or 
other business activity pay 
$250 plus 0.57% on their 
commercial activity beyond 
the $1 million threshold, 
and critics describe it as a 
hidden sales tax. Oregon’s 
estate tax, meanwhile, has 
one of the lowest thresholds 
in the nation at $1 million.

“I will work across the 
aisle to ensure that we 
can reduce the regulatory 
burden on businesses in 
our state so they stay. We 
don’t want them to look to 
Arizona, to look to Nevada, 
to look to Montana for the 
growth of their company or 
to relocate there,” Drazan 
said. “We have got to do 
everything we can to get 
them to stay here.” 

Kotek, meanwhile, 
pointed out that the state 
law passed by Democrats 
also included an expansion 
of the state’s earned-income 
tax credit for low and mod-
erate income Oregonians. 
She referred to her pledge 
to create a Department of 
Commerce next year to help 
businesses of all sizes start 
up in the state.

“When it comes to our 
small businesses, remember 
9 out of 10 businesses in 
our state have 50 employees 
or less,” she said. “We have 
to support our really small 
and mid-sized businesses to 
be successful. So it’s more 
than that kind of ‘If you add 
some employees, you’re 
going to get a tax break.’”

Data centers
Perhaps the other issue 

key to central and east-
ern Oregon addressed on 
Tuesday was data centers. 
Both Kotek and Drazan 
have called for moratori-
ums on further data center 
development statewide, 
and Kotek’s recent direc-
tive to halt air and water 
pollution permits for the 
server farms is expected to 
pose barriers for a proposed 
Amazon hyperscale facility 
in Boardman. 

In eastern and rural 
Oregon, the centers have 
some public support, and 
they have helped provide 
jobs and fund services such 
as education in places such 
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“Often when you think you’re at 
the end of something, you’re at the 
beginning of something else.”

Fred Rogers

Quote of the Week
How do you gain information about local and 
state candidates and measures in elections?

Voter’s pamphlet

Social media

Newspapers, tv, and radio reports

Other

New Poll Last Week’s Poll Results

Jobless Report Editorial Cartoon

Commentary

Oregon Achieves... Together!
DR. CHARLENE WILLIAMS

Improvement work rarely 
pauses, and that is 

exactly why we have to build 
in moments to stop, look at 
the evidence, and name what 
is working. 

Celebrating progress is not 
the same as settling for it. I 
want to do both this month: 
recognize real gains, and be 
clear about how much dis-
tance remains.

Celebrating Teachers
It is fitting that just after 

we celebrated World Teachers 
Day (Oct. 5), we announced 
Oregon’s 2026-27 Teacher 
of the Year Nate Jackson 
(Oct. 6)! Congratulations 
to Mr. Jackson and the 16 
additional Regional Teachers 
of the Year we announced 
in September. You can read 
more in the articles below, 
but I’m always inspired by 
the great work these educa-
tors are doing in all corners 
of the state, in schools of all 
sizes. 

Great teaching is the most 
powerful lever we have for 
student outcomes, and our 
job at the state level is to 
build the conditions where 
more of it can happen for 
every child, in every class-
room, every day. I thank 
them – and all teachers – for 
their continued dedication 
to Oregon’s scholars and 
encourage you to submit 
nominations for next year’s 
awards.

Assessment Gains
Last month’s Oregon 

Statewide Assessment results 
showed proficiency increases 
in nearly every grade level 
in Mathematics, English 
Language Arts, and science. 

That is worth recognizing, 
because it reflects hard work 
in classrooms and districts. It 
is also not where we want to 
be. We know that meaning-
ful improvement takes time, 
so we can’t take our foot off 
the gas. Our expectations for 
Oregon’s scholars have not 
changed and neither has our 
urgency.

Lasting improvement is 
built through sustained effort, 
aligned investment, and a 
willingness to learn from the 
data and adjust. Our job at 
ODE is to turn what the data 
tell us into clear priorities, 
stronger support for districts, 
and accountability that drives 
results rather than compli-
ance alone.

It also matters how we 
talk about these summative 
test results. You may hear 
someone say the tests show 
a percentage of Oregon stu-
dents “can’t read” or “can’t 
do math.” But that’s not 
true. Summative tests are a 
snapshot in time, designed to 
point out areas in our system 
that need improving and 
can indicate trends that help 
districts know if their efforts 
are paying off. Our teachers 
use several tools to determine 
what individual students 
know and can do. We need 
our summative tests to find 
achievement gaps so they can 
be addressed.

Tribal Conversation
I want to thank the 

Burns Paiute Tribe for 
recently inviting ODE to 
participate in a Community 
Conversation related to edu-
cation. Participants identified 
significant strengths, includ-
ing resilient families, strong 
cultural traditions, dedicated 

community programs, and 
a deep commitment to 
education.

At the same time, com-
munity members highlighted 
ongoing needs related to 
language preservation, fam-
ily engagement, early learn-
ing, attendance, student 
advocacy, and educational 
and disciplinary equity. 
The findings reinforce the 
importance of sustained col-
laboration among the Burns 
Paiute Tribe, local education 
partners, ODE, and state 
leadership.

The community’s vision is 
clear: an educational system 
that honors Tribal identity, 
strengthens language and 
culture, supports families, 
expands opportunities for 
youth, and ensures that every 
Burns Paiute student has the 
tools and support necessary 
to thrive. I look forward to 
continuing the conversation 
with the Burns Paiute Tribe 
and the other eight federally 
recognized tribes in Oregon 
to ensure Native students 
thrive in their educational 
opportunities.

Celebrations
Make sure you find time 

to celebrate this month! 
You can read about Farm to 
School Month (and National 
School Lunch Week) below, 
but October is also National 
Information Literacy Month. 
Every year brings new 
opportunities and challenges 
when it comes to technol-
ogy, making it all the more 
critical for us to make sure 
we and Oregon’s students 
navigate this new era. To that 
end, ODE has updated our 
AI guidance. We all want 
to encourage curiosity and 

creativity while also making 
sure there are boundaries that 
respect privacy and ensure 
security.

Plus, you still have a 
little more time to celebrate 
National Hispanic Heritage 
Month. We included an arti-
cle about it in last month’s 
Education Update, but it runs 
from September 15 through 
October 15, so there’s still 
time!

Dr. Williams Attendance 
Event 2026

Attendance Matters
Finally, thank you to 

everyone who took time 
to celebrate Attendance 
Awareness Month in 
September. The work extends 
beyond just the first month 
of school, but I hope it 
strengthened some good hab-
its around showing up every 
day. 

Stay tuned for a big cel-
ebration coming up when 
we announce our first 
Attendance Impact Awards 
later this fall! It will be an 
honor to put the spotlight 
on individuals, schools, and 
districts that are going above 
and beyond when it comes to 
attendance. It’s a fitting leg-
acy for State Representative 
Hòa Nguyễn, whose life’s 
work before she passed away 
last year centered on sup-
porting Oregon students and 
strengthening the conditions 
that help them attend school 
regularly, feel connected, and 
thrive.

I hope you take the time to 
celebrate some accomplish-
ments and recognize how 
your efforts are paying off.

Dr. Charlene Williams is 
th Director of the Oregon 
Department of Education.

State jobless
rate unchanged

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel 

Oregon’s unemployment 
rate was little changed at 
5.0% in September and 
5.1% in August, according 
to the Oregon Employment 
Department.

The rate is a key indicator 
of the state’s economy.

The jobless rate has held to 
a tight range between 5.0% 
and 5.3% for the past 19 
months, since March 2025 
when it was 5.0%.  

In September, Oregon’s 
seasonally adjusted nonfarm 
payroll employment rose 
by 5,800 jobs, following a 
revised gain of 2,600 jobs in 
August. September’s gains 
were largest in construction 
(+2,000 jobs); health care and 
social assistance (+1,700); 
and leisure and hospitality 
(+1,300). Losses were largest 
in retail trade (-1,500 jobs). 

In the past 12 months, 
payroll employment rose by 
2,600 jobs, or 0.1%. Health 
care and social assistance 
continued its rapid growth 
during the past four years 
by adding 12,100 jobs, or 
3.8%, in the past 12 months. 
Other services (+1,600 jobs, 
or 2.4%) and private educa-
tion (+1,300, or 3.6%) were 
the other major industries 
that added the most jobs 
since September 2025. 

Manufacturing (-4,300 jobs, 
or -2.4%) cut the most jobs 
in that time, followed by 
government (-4,000 jobs, or 
-1.3%).

Construction employ-
ment drifted upward during 
April through August, then 
jumped higher by 2,000 
jobs in September. In the 
past 12 months, each of the 
three component industries 
expanded: construction 
of buildings (+900 jobs); 
specialty trade contractors 
(+500); and heavy and civil 
engineering construction 
(+100).

 Several industries 
rebounded over the 
most recent two months. 
Government added 1,300 jobs 
since July, following losses in 
prior months. Nonetheless, it 
has cut 4,000 jobs in the past 
12 months. Manufacturing 
added 1,700 jobs since July, 
partially reversing steady 
declines during the past three 
years. Leisure and hospital-
ity’s September gain reversed 
losses in June and July.

There were 2,135,475 
employed and 94,836 unem-
ployed in Oregon during 
September, according to 
the Oregon Employment 
Department.

The U.S. unemployment 
rate was 4.2% in September 
and 4.1% in August.

Overall, do you feel the State of Oregon is 
headed in the right direction or has gotten off on 
the wrong track?

7.7% Right

84.6% Wrong

7.7% Unsure
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COTTAGE GROVE:
COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP CATHOLIC CHURCHHELP CATHOLIC CHURCH

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8 am & 10:30 amSunday – 8 am & 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH

75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 amSunday Morning Worship Service: 10:00 am
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of this If your congregation would like to be a part of this 
worship directory, contact us today!worship directory, contact us today!

MARKS
From page 1

Public Notice
NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET HEARING CGS26-159 

• For supplemental budgets proposing a change in any fund's expenditures by more than 10 percent 

A public hearing on a proposed supplemental budget for South Lane School District for the current fiscal year will be held at 
455 Adams Ave. & virtually via Zoom (see District website for link). The hearing will take place on November 2 2026 at 5:30 pm. 
The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the supplemental budget with interested persons. A copy of the supplemental budget 
document may be inspected or obtained on or after November 6 2026 at 455 Adams Ave., between the hours of 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. 

SUMMARY OF SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 
FUND: 219 OHA 

Resource 
1 Grant 

Amount 
$500,000 

$500,0001 Revised Total Resources 
Explanation of change(s): 
We received an unanticipated grant after the budget was adopted 

Expenditure 
1 Personnel 
2 Contracted Servcies 
3 Supplies 
4 Communications 
4 Travel 

Revised Total Requirements 

Amount 
$401,626 

95,000 
1,000 
1,308 
1,066 

$500,0001 

they told me was exceptional. 
This is the first time I’ve 
gone through this process, 
and I felt pretty confident 
going into this assessment, 
coming off the heels of our 
Northwest Accreditation 
Alliance accreditation pro-
cess. Both evaluations reaf-
firm we are doing things 
really well.”

One of the few areas 
flagged in the CIS review 
was the lack of a secured 
parking area for police 
vehicles, which increases 

the risk of damage and van-
dalism — common claims 
CIS receives from police 
departments around the state. 
Chase said evaluators offered 
several recommendations for 
tightening security and reduc-
ing exposure.

“Overall, it was a very 
good score,” he said. “In the 
report’s conclusion it said 
the Cottage Grove Police 
Department is a well-man-
aged and professionally oper-
ated law enforcement agency 
with strong leadership, effec-
tive policies, sound training 
practices and a demonstrated 
commitment to risk reduction 
and public service.”

Council President Greg 
Ervin commended the 

department’s progress. “Some 
of us remember past prob-
lems and recognize these 
are big steps you brought to 
this department. We com-
mend you and all the officers 
you’re bringing on and train-
ing up.”

Councilor Christine Hyink 
said she read the entire 44 
page document and especially 
liked the conclusion. “I just 
want to say good job. I’m 
impressed but not surprised. 
Thank you.”

Chase thanked the coun-
cilors for their comments and 
emphasized the role of staff. 
“It is our staff that is doing 
all of this work. We can build 
a culture and put policies and 
practices into place, but it’s 

really the officers, dispatch-
ers, and support staff who are 
buying into this and follow-
ing these procedures to create 
our professional workforce.”

The strong score also 
resulted in a 3 percent credit 
on the city’s insurance pre-
mium. “We’re seeing good 
results and we’re doing good 
things. When we maintain 
these high standards, we get 
financially rewarded for that 
from CIS,” Chase noted.

IN OTHER 
COUNCIL BUSINESS
Public Comment: 

Riverwalk Traffic Concerns
During public comment, 

Riverwalk subdivision resi-
dent Dennis Boren told the 
council he is concerned about 
children’s safety and drivers 
cutting through the neighbor-
hood to avoid the Harrison 
Avenue traffic light. He 
requested a four way stop at 

Riverwalk Place and Second 
Street.

“Nobody’s paying attention 
when they go through that 
intersection,” Boren said. “I 
watched at least a half dozen 
cars go through. Nobody 
tapped their brakes. It’s like 
Russian roulette, and I fear 
some poor kid on a bike will 
get hit.”

Councilors asked public 
works staff to evaluate the 
intersection and return with a 
recommendation.

Building Use Code of 
Conduct: At CGPD’s request, 
the council adopted a code 
of conduct for city owned 
parks and buildings, allowing 
exclusion notices for individ-
uals with repeated violations. 
The policy includes discretion 
for extenuating circumstances 
and will be posted in parks 
and city facilities.

Councilor Appointment 
Process: Following the 

resignation of Councilor 
Randell Lammerman, staff 
presented a list of previously 
used interview questions 
for the upcoming Ward 2 
appointment. Councilors each 
contributed two preferred 
questions, and staff will orga-
nize all of them into catego-
ries for further discussion at a 
future meeting.

Cell Phone Tower LUBA 
Appeal: City Attorney Carrie 
Connelly told the council 
she and planning staff have 
compiled all the required pro-
cedural information the Lane 
Use Appeals Board needs to 
consider two appeals to the 
city’s approval of a permit 
to place a 100-ft tower in 
the Cottage Grove Industrial 
Park. 

Read previous coverage of 
the cell tower issue online at 
cgsentinel.com and in the the 
Sept. 9 issue of The Sentinel.

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be com-
bined with other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926, 
CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, 
MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, MI 262300318, MI 262300173, MN IR2025-810524, MT 
266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters this 
season

25% OFF LeafFilter*     10% Discount For 
Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026 AN ADDITIONAL

+
Get a FREE full gutter 
inspection and estimate: 1-855-536-88381-855-536-8838

Promo: 285

������������������������

* With purchase of a new Safe Step Stairli� . Not applicable with any previous stairli�  purchase. O� er available 
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present o� er at time of purchase. Not available in every state. Expires 

12/31/26. CSLB 1082165, NSCB 0083445, 13VH11096000, CGC1537181, ROC 312990, CCB 244331, SAFESS-
W784PS, PA127501, MHIC 134223, TN 5887, RL.884533, RBB.49248, UT 13229623-5501
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1-844-812-6573

FREE
SPECIAL OFFER

Stairlift
Guide!

Learn your opti ons

Avoid costly mistakes 

Stay sate at home

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE COPY!

FREE

CALL NOW FOR YOUR CALL NOW FOR YOUR 

as Crook County. Kotek said 
she is focused on data cen-
ters that are in the pipeline 
rather than existing ones and 
ensuring that they are held 
to fair environmental and 
labor standards.

“That means making sure 
that they’re paying their fair 
share in their energy costs, 
creating more renewable 
energy instead of taking it 
off the grid, making sure 
union jobs are building 
these places and that they 
are friendly to workers who 
maintain these buildings, 
and making sure our com-
munities have those commu-
nity benefits,” she said. 

Drazan, however, tailored 
her response to be more 
localized to community 
responses to data centers. 
She noted that the district 
she represents, Oregon’s 
26th Senate District, is home 
to Oregon’s first major 
data center campus, which 
was established by Google 

in 2006. The data centers 
on the campus consumed 
nearly 40% of all of the 
city’s water supply last year, 
sparking outcry from some 
residents and local environ-
mental advocates. 

“That data center has 
arrangements and partner-
ships with that local commu-
nity, which have been pro-
ductive,” Drazan said. “But 
that’s not the case across all 
communities in our state. 
No community should have 
to have a data center shoved 
down its throat. We need to 
reset the table here.”

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2026/10/13/
kotek-drazan-focus-on-devel-
opment-at-final-debate-in-
bend-for-oregon-governors-
race/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, 
a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and 
a coalition of donors as 
a 501c(3) public charity. 
Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.

DEBATE
From page 4

Julia Shumway and Laura Tesler / Oregon Capital Chronicle 
Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek and now-state Sen. Christine Drazan, R-Canby, participated in a debate in 
Bend on Tuesday, Oct. 13.
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Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENTAUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
541-743-1331

Oregon Life Homes
603 SE Jackson, Roseburg 97470

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

503-444-7924
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
999 

HOME FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

700
MISC SERVICES

736
MISC. WANTED

999 
PUBLIC NOTICES 

 
Reduce • 

Recycle •

Reuse

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 

million happy customers. Call Audien 
1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, 
nationwide coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term contract, no 

hidden fees and activation is free. All 
plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 1-855-504-6496.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care 
for you and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your 
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility 

today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, waiving 

ALL installation costs! Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact 

design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 

855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and 
home systems like heating and cooling 

can be costly. A home warranty plan 
can help. Start saving and get 30% off 
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-

antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch 
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382. 

Brent Ottosen Timber Co. Selective 
logging specialists. Buying standing 
timber. Insured with excellent refer-
ences. Honest, dependable service 
throughout Southern Oregon. Call 
today for estimate: 541-866-8586.

OLDER POKEMON CARDS. Paying cash 
for 1990s-2000s Pokemon cards, col-
lections, binders. Any condition. Local 
transaction. Please call or text Dane 

503-884-5031. Thank you.

Cottage Grove Lake Property. 
Serene and peaceful 5 bed/3 bath 
sits on 5 acres. Bottom floor could 
be mother-in-law suite. Must see, 

call\~ 541-359-9533

CGS26-158 
NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN that Brian E. 

Kraal has been appointed Personal Rep-
resentative of the Estate of Janice Arline 
Kraal, deceased, Lane County Circuit 
Court Case No. 26PB08905. All persons 
having claims against the estate are re-
quired to present the same within four 
months from the date of publication of 
this notice to the Personal Represen-
tative at 777 High St., #300, Eugene, 
OR 97401, or they may be barred. Any 
person whose rights may be affected 
by these proceedings may obtain addi-
tional information from the records of 
the above-entitled Court or from the 
Personal Representative or from the 
Personal Representative’s attorneys, 
Luvaas Cobb, P.C. DATED and first pub-
lished: October 21, 2026. /S/ Brian E. 
Kraal Personal Representative 10/21/26
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Sports 

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Let your loved ones care 
for you - and get paid!

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY  
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/30/26. Each dealership 
is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

FREE 
INSTALLATION*

PLUS

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2026

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments 
financing for 18 Months**

Cottage Grove takes 1st and 2nd at the Paul Mariman Invitational
WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel
The Lions loped over to 

Philomath High School for 
the Paul Mariman Invitational 
cross country meet on Oct. 
10 and showed off their 
speed, with the boys taking 
first and the girls team grab-
bing second. 

The boys team defended 
their 2025 title, taking 

down 13 other teams to take 
the crown. The girls finished 
second behind the hosts but 
beat seven other squads to 
take silver. 

 Boys results: 
 • Cottage Grove - 63
• Molalla - 72
• Philomath - 100
• Sweet Home - 126
• Trinity Lutheran - 137

• North Bend - 184
• Newport - 208
• Tillamook - 223
• Junction City - 232
• Elmira - 233
• Oakland - 234
• Scio - 281
• Toledo - 339
• Sutherlin - 357
Girls results: 
• Philomath - 25
• Cottage Grove - 58

• Sweet Home - 80
• Tillamook - 114
• Molalla - 145
• North Bend - 153
• Scio - 184
• Junction City - 186
• Newport - 189
 The depth for 

the boys team was on full 
display during the meet, as 
they placed their five scoring 

runners in the top 23 of the 
93-person field.

 Two Mollala seniors 
took first and second in the 
5,000m race. Still, strong 
finishes by Jennings Albrecht 
(7th), Remington Sharkey 
(9th), Jose Calvario (11th), 
Braeden Bomar (18th), and 
Micah Henke (23rd) helped 
the team finish atop the 
podium. Julien Renault was 

Cottage Grove’s final com-
petitor, finishing 33rd in the 
meet. 

 The team posted a well-
rounded effort, with all 
six varsity runners setting 
personal best times and 
finishing in the top third of 
racers. Bomar has continued 
to improve in recent weeks, 
posting his fourth consecutive 

personal best at the Mariman 
Invite. Notably, Calvario’s 
16:32.1 was the fastest fresh-
man time in at least 26 years. 

 The JV boys team also 
took first in their three-team 
meet, achieving the team 
goal of sweeping the top 
of the podium. Zeke Clark, 
Aiden Warren, Desmond 
Corley, Ethan Heegard, Sorin 
Sundsten, and Atlas Daves 
took the top six spots. The 
group pushed each other at 
the front of the pack, and 
there wasn’t much of a gap 
between Clark (18:45.3) in 
first and Sundsten (19:01.7) 
in sixth. 

  In an update on the 
Cottage Grove Cross Country 
and Track and Field website, 
Coach Ricky Knutson was 
thrilled to see Parker Evans 
and Brayden Wilson finish 
9th and 12th, respectively, 
under the 20-minute mark. 
With those times, Cottage 
Grove’s boys now have 14 

runners with sub-20 times, 
tying a school record. 

On the girls’ side, the 
Lions earned a second-place 
finish behind Philomath, one 
of the state’s top cross coun-
try programs. 

 Speedy performances from 
Carly Knutson and Rowyn 
Earl helped earn the silver 
medal. Knutson finished 5th 
in 19:40.8, and Earl took 
10th in 19:57.1. It was the 
first time in at least 26 years 
that two CGHS girls have 
finished sub-20 in the same 
season. Not only that, but 
they are now two of the six 
Lions’ athletes to ever break 
the 20-minute mark in more 
than two decades. 

 Hailey Fergason (16th), 
Natalya Thompson (18th), 
and Rachael Kincaid (22nd) 
rounded out Cottage Grove’s 
scoring and helped deliver 
crucial places to get the 
team up the podium. Scarlett 
Garcia (34th) fought off ill-
ness to run a solid 23:02.9. 

Even without Cally Bickford, 
the Lions delivered a strong 
team performance, building 
momentum heading into the 
final meets of the season. 

 The JV girls also won the 
JV meet, beating Philomath 
by 10 points. All five of 
Cottage Grove’s scoring run-
ners finished inside the top 
11, including three in the 
top five. Josie Scoggins led 
the way with a second-place 
finish, and Clara Pattison 
and Ava Gifford took third 
and fourth, respectively. 
Ally Wood earned top-10 
hardware with a ninth-place 
finish, and Violet Bates 
(11th), Josephine Neil (13th), 
Dave Rowan (14th), Robin 
Anderson (15th), and Lark 
Roske (19th) gave Cottage 
Grove an outstanding nine 
runners in the top 20.

 It was another successful 
step on the march toward 
the Sky Em League 
Championships on Oct. 29. 

Courtesy photo from the CGHS Track and XC website
The Cottage Grove varsity boys took first-place at the Paul Mariman Invita-
tional on Oct. 10. 

Courtesy photo from the CGHS Track and XC website
The girls ran their way to a second-place finish in Philomath on Oct. 10.

OSAA adds girls flag football as sanctioned activity
NATE LOWERY

OSAAtoday

The Delegate Assembly of 
the Oregon School Activities 
Association (OSAA) voted 
in girls flag football as an 
OSAA-sanctioned activity at 
the assembly’s Oct. 12 meet-
ing, Monday.

Oregon is the 25th state to 
sanction girls flag football as 
an activity. Oregon joins fel-
low western states Arizona, 
California, Nevada and 
Washington to sanction girls 
flag football.

Girls flag football will 
begin its inaugural season 
as a sanctioned activity in 
Spring of 2027 following 
two years as an emerging 
activity. It is the second 
sport the OSAA has added 
through its emerging activ-
ity process – boys volleyball 
was added in 2025-26.

The OSAA has sanctioned 
two girls activities in the 
last four years after girls 

wrestling was added by the 
Delegate Assembly ahead of 
the 2023-24 association year.

Girls flag football has 
seen a sharp rise in partici-
pation rates and will feature 
at the 2028 Los Angeles 
Olympic Games. The 
National Football League 
(NFL), USA Football and 
Nike, among others, have 
been part of the effort to 
grow the activity across the 
country.

Locally in Oregon, the 
Seattle Seahawks have aided 
in the growth of girls flag 
football through providing 
support to the culminating 
event the last three seasons, 
donating $30,000 to expand 
opportunities across the 
state, and provided equip-
ment to help schools launch 
their flag football programs. 
The Seahawks also invested 
in youth development across 
Oregon.

“The Seahawks are proud 
to support the growth of 
girls flag football across 
our region and help cre-
ate more opportunities for 
young women to compete 

and experience the game,” 
said Mario Bailey, Seattle 
Seahawks Vice President 
of Community Engagement 
and Legends. “We are 
thrilled to celebrate Oregon 

as the latest state to sanc-
tion the sport, an important 
milestone that will build 
a stronger future for girls 
flag football throughout the 
Pacific Northwest.”

Nike has also pledged to 
provide a set of home and 
away jerseys for all Oregon 
varsity teams that compete 
in the inaugural season, as 
well as any school which 
adds girls flag football over 
the first three seasons as a 
sanctioned activity.

Fifty-seven varsity teams 
competed last spring with 
a participation total above 
1,400. Liberty High School 
hosted the activity’s cul-
minating event in which 
Tualatin defeated South 
Salem (32-26) to claim 
the culminating event title. 
David Douglas (third), 
Central Christian (fourth), 
Amity (fifth) and Gresham 
(sixth) also trophied. 
Tualatin went on to win 
the 2026 Best of the PNW 
Tournament, hosted by the 
Seahawks, in June.

A plan book and dates 
for the 2027 season will be 
released at a later date.

The emerging activity 
process allows the growth of 
meaningful interscholastic 
participation opportuni-
ties for students in athlet-
ics and activities that have 
the potential to meet the 
required number of schools 
participating to be consid-
ered for official sanctioning 
by the OSAA.

About the Oregon School 
Activities Association 
(OSAA)

The Oregon School 
Activities Association 
(OSAA) is a private, non-
profit board-governed 
association comprised of 
299 member high schools. 
A member of the National 
Federation of State High 
School Associations, the 
OSAA annually sponsors 
131 state championships in 
28 sports and activities. 

For more information, 
visit www.osaa.org or follow 
@OSAASports on social 
media.
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