
The Cottage Grove

entinel
Wednesday October 8, 2025 | Number 41, 137 years		 www.cgsentinel.com		                                      $2.00

Harvest 
Fest

See page 3

Cottage 
Grove

Wednesday, October 8, 2025
Partly Cloudy

70
44

The CoTTage grove

entinel
Wednesday October 9, 2024 | Number 39, 135 years   www.cgsentinel.com  $2.00

Follow Developing New:
@ CGSentinel

www.cgsentinel.com

Lifestyles — 3
Obituaries — 4
Death Notice — 4

Opinion — 5
Classifieds — 7
Sports — 8

INSIDE

Your new home is waiting for you... just listed. This beautiful spacious 
home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, has entertaining, homeschooling, 

or working from home space. Schedule a private showing today!

2110 Buttercup Loop, 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2,080 SF • $440,000

Arlene Pearson
Mobile: (503) 440-3689

Real Estate Broker, licensed in Oregon

Sports
CGHS Football Incredible 
Turnaround

See page 8

Lifestyle
Life in Cottage Grove

See page 4

City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.
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Building community and economic
opportunity through Connect Lane

ANDY VOBORA 
Sentinel Guest Article

Cycling has long been part of 
Oregon’s identity.

From the wooded trails of the 
Cascades to the rolling farmland of 
the Willamette Valley, our state is 
known around the world for offering 
some of the most scenic and acces-
sible rides anywhere.

With the development of the first 
four segments of Connect Lane, 
Lane County is taking the next 
step in making cycling safer, more 
enjoyable, and more beneficial to 
the communities that make up the 
Eugene, Cascades and Coast region.

At its core, Connect Lane is about 
more than wayfinding signs. It is a 
system built to connect people — 
riders to the landscapes they want 
to explore, and communities to the 
economic opportunities that cycling 
can bring. The routes highlighted 
through Connect Lane are designed 
with the rider experience in mind, 
steering cyclists away from high-
traffic state highways and instead 
guiding them onto low-traffic coun-
try roads, shared-use paths, and sce-
nic corridors that highlight the best 

of our region’s natural and cultural 
assets.

The goal is safety, accessibility, 
and enjoyment. When riders don’t 
have to worry about navigating 
dangerous intersections or riding 
shoulder-to-shoulder with fast-mov-
ing traffic, they can focus on what 
brought them here in the first place: 
the joy of cycling through Oregon’s 
landscapes.

SUPPORTING RURAL 
COMMUNITIES 

Perhaps most importantly, 
Connect Lane is designed to sup-
port the economic vitality of rural 
communities. Each designated route 
highlights local businesses, lodging, 
food stops, and cultural attractions. 
Small towns benefit when riders 
stop for a meal, stay overnight, or 
pick up supplies. Studies consis-
tently show that bicycle-related 
travel brings measurable economic 
benefit to local economies.

A 2012 statewide study on bicycle 
tourism found that bicycle travel 
contributed $400 million annually 
to Oregon’s economy, with strong 

Courtesy photo from Travel Lane County
A 2012 statewide study on bicycle tourism found that bicycle travel contributed $400 mil-
lion annually to Oregon’s economy, with strong impacts in rural communities where cycling 
routes are often based. See more photos with this story at cgsenrinel.com

Oregon prepares for
federal changes to SNAP

The Oregon Department of 
Human Services (ODHS) is 
announcing federally required 
changes to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) in Oregon.

These changes are required 
under House Resolution (H.R. 1), 
a federal law passed on July 4, 
2025, according to a release from 
the ODHS.

More than 740,000 people 
in Oregon currently receive 
SNAP benefits, and ODHS 
expects more than 313,000 
people enrolled in SNAP may be 
impacted by the H.R. 1 changes.

“We are announcing these 
changes today so that families 
can prepare for the impact we 
expect many Oregonians who 
depend on this resource will 
feel,” ODHS Federal Response 
team Co-Leader Dana Hittle 
said. “Oregon families enrolled 
in SNAP receive an average of 
$300 a month, and any reduction 
makes it harder for families to 
put food on the table. Oregon has 
no choice but to follow federal 
law that will result in increased 
hardship across our communi-
ties, but we remain committed 
to helping families adjust and 
prepare.”

Hittle said ODHS will begin 
notifying affected households in 
mid-October. The people who 
will be most affected by the new 
federal law include older adults, 
immigrants and people living in 
rural communities with limited 
access to transportation.

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek has 
released the following statement 
about the SNAP changes.

“The federal cuts to the 
Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
are simply wrong, and they will 
hurt Oregon families,” Kotek 
stated. “I strongly oppose these 
changes. Our top priority now 
is making sure every impacted 
Oregonian knows what’s chang-
ing and where to turn for help. 
No one should have to choose 
between food and rent, and my 
administration is mobilizing to 
ensure that those affected get 
the information and referrals for 
other help that they need.”

The changes won’t happen 
to everyone at once — they 
will roll out over the next year, 
according to the ODHS.

For people who already get 
SNAP: The changes will affect 
those who applied or recertified 
between July 4 and Oct. 1, 2025. 
Notices will be sent around Oct. 
15, 2025 to this first group of 
people who are impacted. The 
first group will have SNAP bene-
fit reductions or closures on Nov. 
1, 2025. For people approved for 
SNAP before July 4, 2025, the 
changes will happen over time 
throughout the next year and a 
notice will be sent.

For people who apply or reap-
ply for SNAP after Oct. 1, 2025: 
The new rules will apply right 
away.

KEY CHANGES 
The changes will affect three 

main groups of SNAP recipients: 

Downtown celebration blends 
barbecue and Bavarian charm

Organizers are already planning 
the 2026 Cascade Home Center’s 
Community Cookoff and Cottage 
Grove Oktoberfest following the 
successful 2025 events.

On the morning of the last 
Saturday in September, hundreds of 
people filled Washington Avenue 
between 5th and 7th Streets. The 
tantalizing smell of grilling meat 
from Cascade Home Center’s 
Community Cookoff mingled with 
the festive strains of Oktoberfest’s 
live music, creating a day of cele-
bration, fundraising, and civic pride.

COTTAGE GROVE 
COMMUNITY COOKOFF

Grills smoked under pop-up 
canopies lining the south side of the 
street as brisket landed first on the 
plates of four celebrity judges, then 
onto 600 tasting plates served to 
eager attendees. Eight cook teams 
competed for four awards.

This year’s judges included 
Cascade Home Center Store 
Manager Jake Schmitt, Cottage 
Grove Police Chief Cory Chase, 
Georgia Haskell of the Cottage 
Grove Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and KNND Radio Station Owner 
Cameron Reiten.

After deliberation, the judges 
awarded Best in Show to the 
Cottage Grove Odd Fellows, led 
by Cook Captain Penn Sylvain. 
The Team Award—voted on by the 
cook teams—went to Kyle Kishen 
Construction. The Iron Man Award, 
given to a competitor or volunteer 
who went above and beyond, was 
awarded to Jess Corbett. Kyle 
Kishen and his crew also took home 
the People’s Choice Award.

Three years ago, Cascade Home 
Center Manager Tobi DiAmore 
launched the idea of pairing barbe-
cue with nonprofit fundraising. This 
year’s beneficiary was Slabtown 
BMX, a local organization rebuild-
ing a competitive racetrack east of 
town near Row River Nature Park.

The event drew support from 46 
sponsors and 50 volunteers rep-
resenting four organizations who 
assisted with setup and teardown.

“We start planning six months 
ahead of the event day,” DiAmore 
said. “In those months of prepara-
tion, the outpouring of community 

support is staggering. Slabtown 
BMX took this event by storm 
throughout the planning and the 
weekend itself. Because of their 
organization and hard work, 
we’ll do it even better next year. 
Organizations like theirs are the 
reason this event has become such 
a fast success. We look forward to 
consulting with them next year in 
choosing the next benefactor.”

Slabtown BMX Board Member 
Courtney Kelley reported the group 
earned $5,298.75 from the Sept. 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Centinel
Cottage Grove Police Chief Cory Chase whipped out his 
trusty pocketknife for assistance in taking his first sample 
at the Oktoberfest. See more photos with this story at cg-
sentinel.com.
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 
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• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
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• Convenient Closing Date

State issues ‘gold bar’ scam warning
The Oregon Division 

of Financial Regulation 
(DFR) is issuing a warning 
to Oregon residents about 
the “gold bar” scam that is 
rapidly spreading across the 
nation. This scam involves 
fraudsters impersonating 
government officials who 
convince victims to purchase 
gold bars to supposedly pro-
tect their nest eggs.

This scam involves contact 
from someone claiming to 
be a government official, 
often associated with the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, who 
convinces the victim to con-
vert money held in financial 
accounts into gold bars. The 
fraudster claims the victim’s 
financial institution isn’t safe 
and that physical gold is 
the only way to protect the 
assets.

Once the victim agrees to 
convert the funds to gold, 
the fraudster either appears 
at the victim’s front door or 
arranges for the victim to 
meet them at a nearby loca-
tion to pick up the gold bars. 
DFR urges the public to stay 
alert, informed, and safe. Do 

not become the next victim of 
this scam.

More generally, the scam 
goes like this: Victims are 
contacted through text, email, 
or phone call and told their 
financial accounts are at risk 
of being compromised for 
various reasons. The reasons 
given may include that the 
accounts were subject to a 
cyberattack or are being used 
for illegal activity and must 
be closed.

Victims are advised to 
empty the account, purchase 
the gold bars, and then 
deliver the bars over to the 
“government official.” For 
those unable or unwilling 
to purchase the gold them-
selves, the fraudster will 
offer and even insist on mak-
ing the purchase for them. 
Sometimes this includes giv-
ing the “government official” 
remote access to the victim’s 
electronic devices. Victims 
are tricked into believing 
that converting their assets to 
gold and storing it with the 
government via the scammer, 
or “government official,” 
is necessary to protect their 

assets. This is positively – 
and always – a scam.

It has already caused mil-
lions of dollars in losses to 
Oregon investors and others 
across the country.

“It is troubling that these 
criminals are using fear and 
a false sense of urgency to 
pressure victims into making 
devastating financial deci-
sions,” DFR Administrator 
TK Keen said. “Even more 
troubling is the reality that 
they are in our communities 
and facilitating these crimes 
in person.”

As an additional pre-
caution, DFR emphasizes 
that government officials 
will never contact you and 
demand payment using gold 
bars. To stay safe:

Be cautious of someone 
contacting you and claim-
ing to be a government 
official. The imposter scam 
was the most common scam 
reported to the Federal 
Trade Commission in 2024. 
Government officials will 
never threaten you or demand 
that you make a payment 
using cryptocurrency, gift 

cards, or gold. If you need to 
communicate with a govern-
ment agency, look up the 
contact information yourself, 
verify that you have not 
been directed to a scam site, 
and – only then – contact the 
agency using the information 
provided on its official web-
site. Never share your home 
address with strangers who 
contact you.

A government official will 
never give you a top-secret 
password. Some victims are 
given a supposedly top-secret 
password and instructed to 
give assets to a person who 
provides them with the pass-
word. This is always a scam.

Never click on suspicious 
links or respond to unsolic-
ited messages. If you receive 
an email or text from an 
unknown sender (even if the 
details appear accurate), do 
not respond, and do not click 
on any links or attachments 
found in that email. You 
could unknowingly download 
malicious software.

Never give out your per-
sonal and financial informa-
tion. Do not share personal 
and financial information 

with strangers. Steer clear 
of communication and calls 
from strangers.

Those seeking employ-
ment might be tempted to 
accept positions as a driver or 
courier from these scammers. 
This is part of the scam, 
to use outsiders – referred 
to as “money mules” – to 
help facilitate the crime. Be 
very skeptical about these 
employment offers. Research 
a company thoroughly before 
agreeing to become involved 
in any “employment” of 
unusual activity.

DFR cautions Oregonians 
to remain cautious and 
informed. Contact local law 
enforcement to report this 
scam. You can also contact 
DFR to report suspected 
fraud, inappropriate securi-
ties business practices, or to 
obtain consumer information.

Free investor education and 
fraud prevention materials are 
available at dfr.oregon.gov 
or by calling one of DFR’s 
consumer advocates at 888-
877-4894 (toll-free) or dfr.
financialserviceshelp@dcbs.
oregon.gov.

Metro Creative Connection
Law enforcement officials said the scam has 
already caused millions of dollars in losses to Or-
egon investors and others across the country.

The police blotter relates 
to the public record of inci-
dents as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested 
or charged with a crime 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. Information 
printed is preliminary and 
subject to change.

For specific details about 
cases listed, contact the 
appropriate law enforce-
ment agency.

Cottage Grove Police

MONDAY, SEPT. 22
01:57: Agency assist, 

6th/I5
03:00: Menace, 38000 

block Row River Rd.
08:53: Theft, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
10:29: Disturbance, 900 

block W. Main St.
10:39: Suspicious sub-

ject, 100 block N. 6th St.
10:43: Disturbance, 

78000 block Bigelow Way
11:27: MIP MJ, 1300 

block S. River Rd.
11:36: Found dog, 1300 

block E. Main St.
11:42: Suicidal subject, 

2400 block E. Whiteaker 
Ave.

12:11: Illegal camping, 
1100 block E. Main St.

13:13: Warrant service, 
Row River Rd.

13:37: Disturbance, 200 
block N. 12th St.

14:47: Alarm, 1st/Van 
Buren Ave.

16:34: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1000 block N. 11th St.

17:18: Disturbance, E. 
Madison/2nd St.

17:30: Abandoned vehi-
cle, 16th/Gibbs

17:36: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

17:56: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

18:21: Illegal parking, 
600 block Johnson Ave.

19:10: Suspicious sub-
ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

19:18: Trespass, 1100 
block Hwy 99

TUESDAY, SEPT. 23
01:14: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
04:28: Warrant service, 

900 block Row River Rd.
06:34: Fire, 200 block N. 

12th St.
07:44: Theft, 100 block 

North L St.
07:52: Shots fired, 700 

block Hwy 99
08:49: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
15:03: Illegal parking, 

1400 block Birch Ave.
17:20: Warrant service, 

400 block N. 14th St.
18:45: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1500 block E. Main 
St.

19:10: Disturbance, 1500 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:01: Disorderly sub-
ject, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:02: Suspicious condi-
tion, 1200 block E. Main 
St.

21:31: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

21:32: Disturbance, 1400 
block S. 8th St.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 24
07:49: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
07:49: Warrant service, 

E. Main/N. River Rd.
08:38: Fraud, 900 block 

N. Douglas St.
08:48: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
09:18: Illegal camping, 

700 block E. Main St.
09:25: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Chamberlain 
Ave.

09:57: Suspicious vehi-
cle, R/Fairview

10:23: Warrant service, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:47: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Main

10:50: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 200 block N. 9th St.

10:54: Disturbance, 
Woodson/River Rd.

11:49: Order violation, 
800 block S. 6th St.

12:21: Theft, 900 block 
Row River Rd.

13:05: Theft, 200 block 
N. 9th St.

15:31: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

16:33: Animal info, 1100 
block E. Harrison Ave.

16:35: Hit and run, 1400 
block Anthony Ave.

16:40: Juvenile trouble, 
500 block Fillmore Ave.

17:49: Welfare check, 
1200 block E. Main St.

17:55: Found drugs, 200 
block Gateway Blvd.

20:06: Fire, Emerson/99
20:11: Business check, 

1500 block Gateway Blvd.
20:38: Disturbance, 

78000 block Cedar Park 
Rd.

21:08: Theft, 1000 block 
Tyler Ave.

21:39: Welfare check, 
900 block N. Douglas St.

22:05: Suicidal subject, 
1400 block Daugherty Ave.

22:12: Trespass, 300 
block Hwy 99

23:27: Suspicious sub-
ject, 700 block Row River 
Rd.

23:28: Disorderly sub-
ject, 200 block S. 12th St.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 25
04:28: Disturbance, 900 

block S. 6th St.
08:06: Theft, 900 block 

Row River Rd.
09:04: Found dog, 

Gateway Blvd/Harvey
09:09: Found drugs, 700 

block Wilson Ave.
09:10: Illegal camping, 

Gateway Blvd/14th
09:26: Order violation, 

100 block Sweet Ln.
09:29: Disorderly sub-

ject, 700 block E. Gibbs 
Ave.

09:41: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

10:07: Criminal mischief, 
200 block N. 12th St.

10:50: Dog at large, 
Main/S

11:06: Agency assist, 500 
block Landess Rd.

12:48: Suspicious vehi-
cle, Row River Rd/174 NB

15:41: Disturbance, 4th/
Taylor

16:06: Fire, 34000 block 
Shoreview Dr.

16:37: Dog at large, 
10th/Grover

17:01: Illegal camping, 
Gateway/14th

17:36: Suspicious vehi-
cle, 1300 block Elm Ave.

17:38: Warrant service, 
400 block E. Main St.

18:50: Fraud, 1500 block 
E. Washington Ave.

19:11: Unlawful entry 
into a motor vehicle, 100 
block Gateway Blvd.

19:19: Juvenile trouble, 
1000 block Hwy 99

20:02: Trespass, 200 
block S. River Rd.

20:09: Juvenile trouble, 
1200 block E. Main St.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 26
01:05: Business check, 

900 block E. Main St.
01:09: Barking dog, 600 

block Wood Ave.
01:21: Criminal mischief, 

100 block Gateway Blvd.
04:33: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:44: Illegal camping, 

Gateway/14th
10:58: Criminal mischief, 

1300 block E. Main St.
16:10: Theft, 1400 block 

Daugherty Ave.
16:40: Dog at large, 1000 

block Taylor Ave.
19:13: Disorderly sub-

ject, 100 block Sweet Ln.
19:17: Disturbance, 1500 

block E. Main St.
19:27: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1600 block Hwy 99
20:51: Disorderly sub-

ject, 1300 block S. River 
Rd.

21:38: Welfare check, 
500 block E. Madison Ave.

22:32: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Hwy 99

SATURDAY, SEPT. 27
02:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 1500 block E. Main St.
03:56: Suicidal subject, 

100 block Crestview Ter.
07:31: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 300 block S. 5th St.
09:49: Suicidal subject, 

1400 block Daugherty Ave.
11:10: Agency assist, 100 

block S. 10th St.
12:55: Abandoned vehi-

cle, 700 block Girard Ct.
12:58: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
14:50: Disturbance, 1600 

block Harvey Rd.
18:22: Missing person, 

400 block E. Main St.
20:09: Welfare check, 

1500 block E. Madison 
Ave.

20:19: Barking dog, 1400 
block S. River Rd.

20:44: Suspicious sub-
ject, 300 block N. Lane

21:24: Intoxicated sub-
ject, 400 block N. Lane

21:55: Suspicious condi-
tion, 300 block Kalapuya 
Way

SUNDAY, SEPT. 28
08:26: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
10:37: Alarm, 100 block 

Village Dr.
16:57: Warrant service, 

400 block E. Main St.
17:14: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 400 block E. Main St.
17:20: Motor vehicle 

crash, 80000 block Hwy 99
18:10: Barking dog, 900 

block W. Main St.
21:01: Suspicious vehi-

cle, 100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

21:29: Suspicious sub-
ject, 99/Withycombe

23:05: Trespass, 1500 
block E. Main St.

23:51: Disturbance, 100 
block Thornton Ln.
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“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
119 South 6th Street • 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

AccessoriesAccessories

Jewelry Jewelry 

Balloons Balloons 

Home Decor Home Decor 

Fine GiftsFine Gifts

Floral ArrangementsFloral Arrangements

Boutique ClothingBoutique Clothing

See CALENDAR, Page 4

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

• Carpet Cleaning
• Tile & Grout
• Area Rugs

Carpet Cleaning Specialists
541-942-0420

www.qualitycleaninginc.net

OC 
QUALITY
CLEANING
Since 1991

• Upholstery
• Pet Odor Treatments
• Mattresses

The Coast Fork Farm Stand offers a wide 
range of locally grown fresh produce

After nearly 18 months of 
planning and collaboration, 
organizers will host Harvest 
Fest Saturday, Oct. 11, at the 
Cottage Grove Public Market.

The event is designed to 
celebrate local food, farms 
and community connection.

The Harvest Fest runs 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 926 
E. Main Street and features 
live music, children’s activi-
ties, artisan vendors, fresh 
produce, food trucks and sea-
sonal treats.

Harvest Fest also marks a 
milestone for the Blackberry 
Food Cooperative (BFC), a 
newly incorporated member-
owned grocery store prepar-
ing to assume operations of 
the Coast Fork Farm Stand 
by the end of the year. The 
transition represents a shift 
from sole proprietorship to 
cooperative ownership.

A food co-op is a grocery 
store owned and governed by 
its members. Members invest 
through a one-time fee, par-
ticipate in decision-making 
and share in the store’s 
success. Anyone can shop 
at a food co-op, not only 
members.

COAST FORK 
FARM STAND

The taproot of the farm 
stand was planted by Scott 
Burgwin, who began sell-
ing fresh, locally grown 
produce during Chamber 
of Commerce Summer 
Concerts in Coiner Park. He 
later moved into a build-
ing at South 10th Street and 
Washington Avenue, across 
from Bohemia Park, where 
the business developed a 
loyal clientele and a signifi-
cant email list. Membership 
was not required to shop 
there, but many customers 
joined to receive special dis-
counts and support the store’s 
mission.

In April 2024, after oper-
ating the farm stand for 15 
years, the business faced 
eviction. Farm stand advo-
cates and Burgwin called a 
public meeting at the Cottage 
Grove Armory to explore 
long-term solutions for 
maintaining access to fresh, 
organic and locally sourced 
food. Burgwin shared his 
hope that a cooperative could 

assume operations as he pre-
pared for retirement.

As previously reported 
in the Sentinel, the meeting 
drew a crowd of support-
ers determined to preserve 
a business they considered 
essential to the health and 
well-being of hundreds of 
families. In recognition of his 
role, Burgwin was granted 
membership number one in 
the BFC.

Two committees formed 
that day—one focused on 
relocation, the other on 
cooperative development. 
The relocation committee 
facilitated the move into 
the vacant Covered Bridge 
Brewery building at 926 E. 
Main St. Members arrived on 
a Friday morning with pick-
ups and moved the store’s 
entire inventory into the new 
space within three hours.

Blackberry Food Co-op 
was recently nominated for 
the 2025 Up & Coming 
Cooperative Force award for 
its efforts to convert a locally 
owned farm stand into a 
community-owned grocery. 
Organizers say few startup 
co-ops have embraced as 
many development tools and 
resources in their first year as 
Blackberry has.

BFC will continue oper-
ating in the same location 
inside the Cottage Grove 
Public Market, building 
on the foundation laid by 
Coast Fork Farm Stand and 
its longtime supporters. 
Organizers say the transition 
reflects a broader community 
commitment to food access, 
economic resilience and 
shared ownership.

CO-OP MEMBERSHIP 
DRIVE UNDERWAY

BFC was officially incor-
porated last spring and 
launched its membership 
drive on Sept. 2. As of Oct. 
1, the co-op had 91 members 
and aims to reach 200 by 
Oct. 17 to fund equipment 
upgrades, including refrig-
eration units, shelving and a 
point-of-sale system tailored 
for cooperative grocery 
operations.

BFC Board Secretary 
Valeria Clarke said the mem-
bership drive is going well.

“We are halfway to our 
goal of 200 memberships by 
October 17. Now is the time 
for folks to get off the fence 
and join and tip us over the 

top. We are working to bring 
things together with a small 
group of mighty volunteers—
very exciting times.”

The co-op will continue 
serving customers at the same 
location inside the Cottage 
Grove Public Market, which 
has expanded in recent 
months to include food 
trucks, a wine bar, coffee 
bar and bakery. Organizers 
say the market has become a 
gathering space for food, art, 
music and natural groceries.

The BFC’s mission is to 
provide fresh, organic and 
natural foods at fair prices 
while supporting a resilient 
local economy through part-
nerships with small farmers 
and businesses. Organizers 
say the cooperative model 
can improve food access, 
support local producers and 
strengthen community resil-
ience during economic dis-
ruptions or natural disasters.

Cottage Grove sits in the 
Willamette Valley, which 
produces more than 170 agri-
cultural commodities, includ-
ing fruits, vegetables, grains, 
livestock and specialty crops. 
Agriculture remains a key 
part of the regional economy, 
according to a 2024 study 
published by Oregon State 
University.

Funds raised through the 
membership drive will sup-
port equipment purchases, 
expanded checkout lanes 
and new product offerings. 
Organizers say longtime 
favorites—including Toby’s 
produce and Beetanical 
Honey—will remain avail-
able. The co-op is hiring 
staff and preparing for state 
inspections, including contin-
ued participation in the EBT 
program.
TWINBERRY COMMONS

In the process of safe-
guarding the farm stand’s 
future, community members 
also recognized the need 
for a larger space to support 
health, food access, sustain-
able farming, emergency 
preparedness and small 
business development. That 
vision led to the creation of 
Twinberry Commons, a non-
profit formed to manage the 
Cottage Grove Public Market 
building for multiple commu-
nity uses. Clarke serves as its 
board president.

Rebecca Allen Lamptey, 
executive director of 

Twinberry Commons, said 
the organization received 
enough support earlier this 
year to meet a $30,000 
challenge grant from the 
Woodard Family Foundation. 
Combined with an April 
fundraising dinner, a total of 
$72,000 has been raised.

“These funds are essen-
tial to cover overhead costs 
related to rent, legal and 
insurance fees, marketing, 
signage, picnic tables for the 
Food Truck Court, staff and 
more,” Lamptey said. “We 
continue to fundraise to meet 
additional needs, including 
hiring more staff, improving 
indoor seating and making 
the outdoor courtyard usable 
year-round.”

The list of market tenets 
is growing. The current 
businesses offering food 
and drinks are: Coast Fork 
Farm Stand, Cone Heads Ice 
Cream, Cocina Mi Pueblo, 
Saginaw Vineyard Wine Bar 
and Taphouse, Phat Turk, 
Calaverita Coffee, Vanessa’s 
Sourdough and Harley Q’s 
Barbecue. The market offers 
two outdoor dining areas as 
well as inside seating. On 
most Fridays and Saturdays 
live music showcases local 
performers.

Lamptey said, “As Harvest 
Fest brings together farm-
ers, families and neighbors 
this Saturday, the event also 
marks a turning point—where 
years of grassroots effort 
begin to take root in a new 
cooperative model. For many 
in Cottage Grove, it’s not just 

a celebration of local abun-
dance, but a sign of what’s 
possible when a community 
invests in itself.”

HOW TO JOIN 
BLACKBERRY FOOD 

CO-OP
Community members can 

become co-op owners by pur-
chasing a one-time member-
ship for $200. Membership 
includes voting rights, access 
to member-only specials, and 
a voice in shaping the store’s 
future.

Membership goal deadline: 
Oct. 17

Organizers aim to reach 
200 members by Oct. 17 to 
fund equipment upgrades, 
including refrigeration units, 
shelving and a point-of-sale 
system tailored for coopera-
tive grocery operations.

TO JOIN:
Visit www.blackberry-

foodcoop.org or stop by the 
Cottage Grove Public Market 
at 926 E. Main St. during 
business hours.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Cottage Grove Public Market attracts people of all ages to enjoy meals, bev-
erages, ice cream, live music and shopping.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel

OCTOBER 10
Rosie the Riveter meet-

ing. From 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
at the Willamalane Adult 
Activity Center, 215 W C 
St. in Springfield. The meet-
ings are the second Friday 
of every month. For more 
details, contact Dr. Yvonne 
Fasold, McKenzie Chapter, 
American Rosie the Riveter 
Association. fasold@uore-
gon.edu

Cottage Grove Museum. 
Open from 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H Street.

VFW Post 3473 Bingo. 
From 2-4 p m , 3160 Hillside 
Dr.

Cottage Theatre: Guys & 
Dolls. 2:30 p.m. 700 Village 
Dr.  Adults, $29. Youth 18 
and younger $15.

Cottage Theatre’s Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland 
Auditions. 6:30 p.m. 700 
Village Dr. Show runs for 
three weekends, Dec. 5-21, 
with a large cast of actors 
ages 14+. For more details, 
visit www.cottagetheatre.org

OCTOBER 11
Harvest Fest. From 10 

a.m.-3 p.m. Cottage Grove 
Public Market 926 E. Main 
St. Celebrate what we bring 
to our tables! Showcase 
the abundance of farm and 
food production in our area. 
Features live music, kids 

activities, art, produce, food 
and beverages.

OCTOBER 13
CG Senior Center 

Bingo. Starts at 12:30 p.m. 
Community Center, 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave. Senior center 
members only.

Cottage Theatre’s Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland 
Auditions. Sunday 6:30 p.m. 
and Monday, 6:30 p.m. 700 
Village Dr. Directed by Tony 
Rust, the show runs for three 
weekends, Dec. 5-21, with a 
large cast of actors ages 14+. 
Pre-registration is requested 
and auditioners need only 
attend one audition day. 
More info: www.cottageth-
eatre.org

Cottage Grove City 
Council Meeting. 7 p.m. 
Cottage grove City Hall. 400 
E Main Street.

OCTOBER 14

Ukulele Club. Starts at 9 
a.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library, 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
Free for adults of all skill 
levels.

Oregon Aviation Museum. 
Open from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way

Axe & Fiddle History Pub. 
From 5-7 p.m. 857 W. Main 
St. Topic: A Stroll Down 
Historic Main Street. Local 
historian Debra Monsive 

provides historical photos 
that provide glimpses into the 
town that was.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Free Community Dinner. 
From 5:15-6:15 p.m. Seventh 
& Quincy Avenue. Take-Out 
Only.

Coast Fork Brewing Trivia 
Night. From 6-8 p.m. 106 S. 
6th St. Up to 7 players on a 
team.

OCTOBER 15 
Veterans Service Officer 

Available. From 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. VFW Post, 3160 
Hillside Dr. Lane County 
Veterans Service Officer 
assists with VA paperwork to 
obtain veterans benefits for 
vets and survivors

OCTOBER 18-19
Second Annual Shady 

Oaks Spooktacular 
Fundraiser. From 10 a.m.-6 
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

With LeafFilterWithout LeafFilter

2025 Summer 
Home Protection Event!

LIFETIME
TRANSFERABLE 

WARRANTY+

End Cleaning Out Gutters!

Zero Clogged Gutters Guaranteed

*Promotional off er includes 20% off  plus an additional 10% off  for 
qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No 
obligation estimate valid for 1 year. +See Representative for full war-
ranty details. See website for all license and registration numbers AR 
366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 
262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, 
PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 
2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

75% OFF + $250
Limited time only!*

Installation Discount

Bonus off er!*

CALL 855-536-8838 FOR A FREE INSPECTION!
Promo Code: 285

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES: 11/30/2025 AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and 
estimate: 1-855-536-8838

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. No obligation estimate 
valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, 
LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 
50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 
2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Death Notice
Robert “Rob” Jay 

Pruitt, age 74, of Cottage 
Grove, Oregon, passed 
away September 28, 2025. 
Arrangements are in the care 
of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral 
Chapel and Crematorium.

p.m. Sunday 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. 77380 Highway 99S. 
Curated vendors offer 
candies, baked goods, 3-D 

figures, home décor, cro-
cheted items, tree ornaments, 
crystals, tumblers, jewelry, 
raffles, youth activities, 
pumpkin patch ride and 
more. Benefit for local farm-
ers. Vendors can apply at 
lufkin23@yahoo.com.

OCTOBER 18
Row River Grange 

Harvest Festival. From 
10:30 a.m.-6 p.m., 34360 
Row River Road. Features 
yoga, live music, apple cider 
press, chili, vendors, and 
raffle.

CG Historical Society 
Buster Keaton Night. Starts 
at 7:30 p.m. Community 
Center Shepherd Room 700 
E. Gibbs Ave. Annual trib-
ute to the legendary actor 
and director who spent the 
Summer of 1926 in Cottage 
Grove filming his silent film 
Masterpiece, The General. 
Admission $5/person

OCTOBER 25
Mayor’s Monster Ball. 

From 5:30-9:30 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Armory 628 E. 
Washington Ave. Fundraiser 

for 2027 Citywide Mural 
Project and Animal 
House 50th Anniversary 
Celebration Tickets: $35/per-
son Live Music: Hot Fuzz. A 
dance party band 1970s-cur-
rent covers funk, disco, clas-
sic rock, and modern chart-
toppers. This event features 
local food, no-host bar, and 
surprise entertainment.

OCTOBER 30
Art Walk. From  6-8 

p.m. Cottage Grove’s 
Historic Downtown District. 
Free community event 

showcasing local artists, live 
music, and extended hours at 
participating businesses.

OCTOBER 31
Cottage Grove Halloween 

Trick-or-Treat. From 3:30-6 
p.m. Cottage Grove’s 
Historic Downtown District. 
Local businesses along Main 
Street participate by hand-
ing out treats, and the whole 
downtown transforms into a 
festive, family-friendly haunt 
zone.

New rules from sick time to age
discrimination may protect your workplace
SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon workers have a 
range of labor rights that 
make up some of the strongest 
worker protection laws in the 
nation. And under a new set of 
laws passed earlier this year 
by the Legislature, the list of 
rules employers must follow 
continues to grow. 

Some will take effect as 
soon as Friday, Sept. 26, 
including a law prohibiting 
prospective employers from 
asking candidates’ age or date 
of graduation and one expand-
ing labor rights protections for 
those awaiting appeals for paid 
leave benefits. The reforms 
come alongside other new pol-
icy changes and court rulings 
which have strengthened the 
state’s sick leave protections 
and expanded the scope of its 
wage theft investigations.

It’s a bright spot for work-
ers in a year when Oregon’s 
annual minimum wage 
increase registered at 35 cents, 
the smallest rise in the past 
decade. Under federal and 
state law, employers in the 
state already must post signage 
regarding issues such as fam-
ily and medical leave, over-
time, breaks, workplace safety 
regulations, sexual harassment 
policies and sick time. 

Oregon law goes one step 
further in requiring other 
employer-specific poli-
cies, such as mandating that 
employers with six or more 
employees clarify that discrim-
ination against individuals due 
to medical conditions linked to 
pregnancy is against the law. 
To help workers and employ-
ers seeking to navigate the 
new regulations, the Capital 
Chronicle has compiled a list 
of some recent reforms, new 
laws and court decisions. 

Labor and industries bureau 
expansion

The agency responsible for 
enforcing many of these pro-
tections, the Oregon Bureau 
of Labor and Industries, has 
become increasingly central in 
Oregon labor law. State law-
makers allocated an additional 
$18.7 million to the agency’s 
2025-27 budget in the past 
legislative session. 

That increase marks a 
nearly 31% increase from the 
previous budget. The agency 
says the change will allow it 
to clear a backlog of cases that 
forced it to stop investigating 
wage theft claims for workers 

making over $52,710 annually 
or $25.34 per hour back in 
October 2024. Agency leaders 
plan to seek additional legis-
lative funding for long-term 
agency stability in the 2026 
legislative session, according 
to the bureau’s annual State 
of the Worker report released 
earlier this month.

“Being forced to institute 
the wage threshold, only 
being able to take claims from 
Oregonians in the most chal-
lenging financial situations, 
was the most difficult decision 
I’ve had to make in office,” 
wrote Commissioner of Labor 
and Industries Christina 
Stephenson in the report. 
“Removing the threshold by 
the end of 2025 because the 
Legislature invested in the 
Bureau’s capacity and rec-
ognized that all Oregonians 
deserve to have their rights 
enforced will be a significant 
step forward.”

New laws
BOLI and employer 

relations
One law set to take effect 

Friday will directly impact 
the bureau’s work. That is 
House Bill 2248, which seeks 
to mediate conversations and 
relationships between employ-
ers and the labor and indus-
tries bureau. The law creates 
a formal division of employer 
assistance inside the bureau to 
provide opinions to employers 
seeking to comply with state 
employment laws. The mea-
sure specifies that employers 
relying upon such communica-
tions in good faith cannot be 
punished with penalties by the 
agency.

Age discrimination
Regardless of their age, 

Oregonians can expect to see 
protections from House Bill 
3187, which will take effect 
Friday and prohibit prospec-
tive employers from inquir-
ing about a candidate’s age, 
birthday and time of atten-
dance or graduation from an 
educational institution. The 
law applies until an employer 
completes the interview or 
makes a job offer. It exempts 
requests for age-related 
information if an employer 
needs to “affirm the applicant 
meets bona fide occupational 
qualifications.”

Paid leave protections
Another piece of legisla-

tion involves Paid Leave 
Oregon, a program created 
in 2019 which came under 

the purview of the labor and 
industries board through this 
year’s passage of Senate Bill 
69. The law guarantees indi-
viduals appealing their Paid 
Leave Oregon benefits can 
still file a complaint to the 
bureau while they are in the 
process of finding out if they 
will receive benefits. The law 
allows the use of sick time 
for any purpose that qualifies 
for Paid Leave Oregon, which 
would include family or medi-
cal leave. 

Blood donations
and sick time

Senate Bill 1108, which 
goes into effect in January, 
allows workers to use sick 
time off to participate in an 
accredited voluntary blood 
donation program, such as 
one run by the American 
Association of Blood Banks 
or American Red Cross. 

Payroll, salary changes
Two new laws will also 

apply specifically to public 
employers in the state by 
January. Senate Bill 731 will 
require public employers that 
offer pay bumps for bilingual 
or multilingual employees to 
also do the same for American 
Sign Language speakers. 

And employers can now 
take advantage of Senate Bill 
968 to deduct overpaid wages 
within the past year as long as 
they give notice to employees 
at least 10 calendar days in 
advance. Employers must give 
written statements itemizing 
the overpayments and explain-
ing the deductions with the 
option of recuperating the bal-
ance owed from an employee 
who is terminated. The law 
limits deductions to 5% of 
an overall paycheck unless 
employees request otherwise. 

Court cases involving 
injuries, sickness

Two major wins for work-
ers involved cases in which 
plaintiffs were dealing with 
serious conditions that 
impacted their health. In a 
Thursday decision from the 
Oregon Supreme Court, the 
justices upheld the Oregon 
Court of Appeals over-
ruling of a state Workers’ 
Compensation Board decision. 
The agency had denied an 
independent examination to a 
man working in a meat snack 
company who sustained back 
injuries. 

A doctor selected by 
his employer’s insurance 

company found no link 
between the injury and his 
job, instead suggesting it was 
a pre-existing condition. His 
own doctor disagreed, and 
the Oregon Supreme Court 
found that he was erroneously 
denied an independent exam 
by the compensation board. 

Another case involves 
the prospect of retaliation 
and right to seek sick leave. 
Workers in the state get at 
least one hour of protected 
sick time for every 30 hours 
of work for up to 40 hours 
per year. Sick leave in Oregon 
is not required to come with 
compensation unless an 
employer in the state has 10 
or more employees, though 
that changes in Portland to 
employers with six or more. 

Accessing those benefits 
could become easier after a 
recent Sept. 10 ruling in the 
Court of Appeals favoring 
a worker in a Lane County 
dental office who was fired 
after being diagnosed and 
treated for breast cancer. 

Richard Myers, her 
attorney, told the Capital 
Chronicle that the case 
emphasizes how employers 
must not retaliate against 

individuals seeking sick 
leave even if they end up not 
qualifying for it. Disability 
accommodation requests for 
leave should also be met 
with understanding especially 
when an employee is dealing 
with a serious medical condi-
tion, he said. 

“This has been a long 
fight for my client and she’s 
very pleased that the court of 
appeals found in her favor,” 
Myers wrote in an email. 
“The decision from the court 
is not only a win for my cli-
ent but also a win for Oregon 
workers.”

https://oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com/2025/09/26/
employed-in-oregon-new-
rules-from-sick-time-to-age-
discrimination-may-protect-
your-workplace/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Lynne Terry / Oregon Capital Chronicle 
A gas station in Molalla advertises for attendants. New laws in Oregon are set to expand protections 
for workers in Oregon’s private and public sector. 
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Following the corporate money
RANDY STAPILUS

Oregon Capital Chronicle 

An Oregon Legislature 
hung up this season over 
state finances might in the 
next regular session, in the-
ory, find some interest in a 
provocative idea from the 
Oregon Center for Public 
Policy:

Require reporting, in 
open public record, more 
information about finances 
among the larger corpora-
tions doing business in 
Oregon, mainly concerning 
the calculation of taxes 
paid and benefits received.

Such a concept is going 
nowhere any time soon on 
the national level.

In 2021, Congress passed 
the Corporate Transparency 
Act, which was intended to 
pierce the sometimes mys-
terious forms of ownership 
— involving shell corpora-
tions, layers of ownership 
and foreign involvement 
— nationally.

It went into effect last 
year, but on March 2 the 
Trump administration 
announced “not only will 
it not enforce any penalties 
or fines associated with the 
beneficial ownership infor-
mation reporting rule under 
the existing regulatory 
deadlines, but it will fur-
ther not enforce any penal-
ties or fines against U.S. 
citizens or domestic report-
ing companies or their 
beneficial owners after the 
forthcoming rule changes 
take effect either.”

The OCPP proposal (pro-
posed legislative text has 
been released) is set up dif-
ferently than that law. It’s 
intended to work through 
tax reporting requirements 

imposed on publicly-traded 
corporations — which for 
the most part means the 
larger ones — and others 
which they substantially 
control. The aim is to elicit 
not so much forms of con-
trol but a sense of how the 
tax-related finance picture 
in Oregon actually works.

The group said its plan 
would require “corpora-
tions to make public 
certain tax and financial 
information by filing 
a disclosure with the 
Oregon Secretary of State. 
The Act would apply to 
C-corporations that are 
publicly traded, meaning 
they are listed on a stock 
exchange like the New 
York Stock Exchange or an 
over-the-counter market. 
These corporations are 
already required to provide 
significant tax disclo-
sures to the Security and 
Exchange Commission, 
so any cost of compliance 
would be minimal.”

So far as I’ve been able 
to tell, nothing like it is 
underway in other states. 
Most states do impose a 
corporate income tax, but 
not all. Some, including 
Washington, along with 
Texas, Wyoming, Nevada, 
South Dakota and Ohio, 
have no corporate income 
tax as such, but gener-
ally they do apply other 
taxes and fees aimed at 
businesses.

But then, Oregon often 
has been willing to take a 
lead.

Here is how the OCPP 
summarizes its argument:

“Corporations have 
designed the tax system to 
their advantage. Shining 

a light on the corporate 
tax system would allow 
Oregonians to see which 
corporations pay the bare 
minimum in income taxes, 
while reporting big profits 
to shareholders. It will 
allow Oregonians to see 
which corporations exploit 
what tax loopholes and 
subsidies, and which might 
be shifting profits overseas 
to avoid taxes on profits 
earned in Oregon. In short, 
corporate tax transparency 
is essential to make the 
corporate income tax sys-
tem work for the benefit of 
all Oregonians.”

This is not, or at least 
not necessarily, a call for 
changing or increasing cor-
poration income tax rates. 
In comparing the basic 
rates, Oregon is more or 
less centrist. Its tax rate, 
averaging across brackets, 
is lower than in California 
but similar to Idaho. Rates, 
and more important the 
rules surrounding what 
is counted as net income 
and what can be deducted 
or otherwise vary the 
amounts to be paid, are 
widely different across the 
states.

So what is it we ought 
to know?

The OCPP makes three 
basic arguments. Each 
might lead to conclu-
sions that corporations 
are underpaying their fair 
share or, if complaints by 
some corporate advocates 
are right, the system really 
doesn’t benefit them at 
all but hurts the business 
climate.

First, the OCPP has 
argued that a number of 
the larger corporations 

have been (legally) avoid-
ing taxes through use 
of tax havens and other 
means. The specifics, if 
made available, could 
clarify what an appropriate 
response would look like.

Second, state corpo-
rate tax breaks have been 
blasted as giveaways and 
supported as investments 
in the economy. Right 
now, Oregonians have little 
way to assess this, but an 
open book on the breaks 
and how they’re used 
might offer insight.

Third, corporations have 
argued that tax propos-
als involving increases or 
more compliance issues 
could drive them out of 
state. It’s an argument 
often fraught with emotion 
but too little analysis; more 
information about how 
taxes actually impact large 
businesses would be useful 
for all legislators to have.

Whichever way 
the information runs, 
Oregonians would have a 
better basis for developing 
business tax policy. Only 
a sponsor is needed to 
launch the discussion.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2025/09/25/following-
the-corporate-money/

Oregon Capital 
Chronicle is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of 
news bureaus supported by 
grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public 
charity. Oregon Capital 
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact 
Editor Lynne Terry for 
questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Lane County adds 1,600 jobs, 
unemployment at 4.9%

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Lane County’s seasonally 
adjusted payroll employment 
increased 1,600 in August 
after a loss of 1,000 in July 
and a loss of 900 in June.

In the not seasonally 
adjusted private-sector indus-
tries in August, there were 
gains in health care and social 
assistance (400) and profes-
sional and business services 
(200).

Government lost 100 
jobs in August due to a sea-
sonal loss of 200 in local 
government education that 
was countered by a gain of 
100 in noneducation local 
government.

When comparing August 
2025 with August 2024, total 
nonfarm employment dropped 
800 jobs on a seasonally 
adjusted basis for a loss of 
0.5%.

GAINS AND LOSSES
There were gains in pri-

vate education and health 
services (1,800) and leisure 
and hospitality (700). There 
were relatively large losses 
in professional and business 
services (-1.000), construction 
(-300), manufacturing (-300), 
wholesale trade (-300), retail 
trade (-300), and financial 
activities (-200).

There was an over-the-year 
gain of 300 in government in 
August due to a gain in local 
government.

Lane County’s seasonally 
adjusted unemployment rate 
was essentially unchanged 
at 4.9% in August compared 
with a revised 4.8% in July. 
The rate is up significantly 
from the 4.2% recorded

in August 2024. Lane 
County’s record low rate was 
3.5% in November 2019. The 
Oregon seasonally adjusted 
August rate was 5.0% and the 
U.S. rate was 4.3%.
OREGON JOBS REPORT

Oregon’s seasonally 
adjusted nonfarm payroll 
employment rose by 6,900 
jobs in August, following a 
revised gain of 100 jobs in 
July, according to the Oregon 
Employment Department.

August’s gains were 
largest in health care and 
social assistance (+2,500 

jobs); leisure and hospital-
ity (+1,500); government 
(+1,100); and other services 
(+1,000). Losses were larg-
est in wholesale trade (-1,100 
jobs).

GAINS
Health care and social 

assistance continued its rapid 
expansion of the past several 
years, adding 11,600 jobs, 
or 3.8%, during the past 12 
months. Nursing and resi-
dential care facilities added 
400 jobs in August and 3,900 
jobs, or 6.8%, since August 
2024. Hospitals, which added 
no jobs in August, grew the 
second fastest of health care’s 
component industries in the 
past 12 months (+2,900 jobs, 
or 4.6%). Social assistance 
(+2,400 jobs, or 3.0%) and 
ambulatory health care ser-
vices (+2,300 jobs, or 2.2%) 
had slower growth over the 
year.

Leisure and hospitality 
grew 2.0% in the past 12 
months, gaining 4,100 jobs, 
following little change the 
prior two years. Since last 
August, most of its pub-
lished component industries 
added between 2% and 4%. 
Amusement, gambling, and 
recreation grew the fastest, 
adding 1,500 jobs, or 6.7%. 
In contrast, full-service res-
taurants cut 1,200 jobs, or 
1.8%.

LOSSES
Wholesale trade declined 

rapidly in the past 12 months 
(-4,300 jobs, or -5.5%).

All three wholesale com-
ponent industries shrank 
substantially in that time: 
merchant wholesalers, nondu-
rable goods (-1,500 jobs, or 
-4.9%); merchant wholesalers, 
durable goods (-1,000 jobs, or 
-2.5%); and wholesale trade 
agents and brokers (-900 jobs, 
or -13.0%).

Oregon’s unemployment 
rate was 5.0% in August and 
4.9%, as revised, in July, 
after rising gradually over 
the past year from 4.2% in 
August 2024. Oregon’s 5.0% 
unemployment rate was 1.4 
percentage points higher than 
the recent low of 3.6% during 
spring 2023. The U.S. unem-
ployment rate was 4.2% in 
July and 4.3% in August.
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC 
CHURCHESCHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment
St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Vacancy Pastor: Steven SpencerVacancy Pastor: Steven Spencer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH
75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!this worship directory, contact us today!

10 a.m.

Who cares aboutWho cares about 
publicpublic  
notices?notices?  

Insert your logo and tagline here

You have the right to know what’s happening
in your community.

Public notices – information local governments are obligated to
provide citizens – are required to be published in local newspapers

to provide a public record that’s accessible to everyone.

Public notices keep you informed about your government.
But, Oregon legislators are trying to keep public notices

from appearing in local newspapers. This severely impacts
government transparency and, in turn, limits the public’s right

to hold them accountable for their actions.

Let your state legislators know that you value being able to
access notices in your newspaper and that they are worth

the investment.

impacts in rural communi-
ties where cycling routes are 
often based. Riders typically 
spend more per day than the 
average visitor, particularly in 
the categories of food service, 
lodging, and recreation

By directing cyclists – 
residents and visitors - into 
small towns across Lane 
County, Connect Lane helps 
extend those benefits beyond 
Eugene-Springfield and into 
communities like Cottage 
Grove and Creswell.

The lessons hold true 
from more recent examples 
as well. Dean Runyan 
Associates’ analysis of the 
projected UCI Road Cycling 
World Championships in 
Portland showed that over-
night visitors — largely 
drawn by cycling events — 
spend more than double what 

day visitors spend, with food 
service and accommodations 
accounting for nearly 60% of 
their spending.

This underscores why 
cycling-focused infrastructure 
like Connect Lane can be a 
powerful tool for attracting 
overnight stays and driving 
local revenue.
MEETING THE DEMAND 

FOR OUTDOOR 
RECREATION 

Connect Lane also taps 
into a much broader trend: 
the rising demand for outdoor 
recreation. According to the 
2024 Outdoor Participation 
Trends Report, more than 175 
million Americans — over 
half the U.S. population — 
took part in outdoor recre-
ation in 2023, with bicycling 
ranked among the top five 
activities

The growing diversity of 
participants includes more 
women, more people of 
color, and more seniors, all 
groups that represent signifi-
cant opportunities for Lane 

County to welcome new 
visitors.

At the same time, the 
report notes a challenge: 
while participation has 
grown, the frequency of out-
ings has declined, meaning 
that many participants ride 
only occasionally. Well-
designed, safe, and accessible 
systems like Connect Lane 
can help convert casual riders 
into more frequent partici-
pants. By offering confidence 
through signage, clear routes, 
and welcoming community 
connections, the system low-
ers barriers and encourages 
more consistent engagement.

CREATING SAFE 
AND MEMORABLE 

EXPERIENCES 
Safety remains at the 

center of Connect Lane’s 
mission. Riders are guided to 
routes that minimize expo-
sure to state highways and 
other high-speed roadways, 
reducing risk and creating a 
more comfortable environ-
ment for both casual riders 

and experienced cyclists. This 
is especially important for 
attracting family groups, new 
cyclists, and visitors from 
outside the area who may be 
less familiar with local roads.

A safe and memorable 
experience increases the 
likelihood that visitors will 
return—and recommend 
the region to others. Word 
of mouth remains one of 
the strongest drivers of 
cycling tourism, and com-
munities that invest in safe, 
user-friendly systems posi-
tion themselves for repeat 
business.
MAXIMIZING OREGON’S 

COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE 

Oregon already has a 
strong reputation for cycling, 
but Connect Lane helps 
ensure that Lane County is 
not just part of that story but 
a leader in it. By capitaliz-
ing on the proven economic 
impacts of cycling and link-
ing them directly to com-
munity benefit, this system 

reflects a forward-thinking 
approach to tourism and rural 
development.

Cycling tourism does not 
require large new facilities or 
extensive capital investment; 
rather, it leverages exist-
ing roads, scenic assets, and 
community infrastructure. 
With the addition of strategic 
wayfinding, Lane County is 
making those assets more 
accessible and attractive to a 
growing base of cyclists who 
are eager to discover new 
destinations.

LOOKING AHEAD
The Connect Lane 

Wayfinding System is an 
investment in the future of 
Lane County. It demonstrates 
how infrastructure can serve 
multiple goals: economic 
development, community 
vitality, safety, and outdoor 
recreation growth. By help-
ing cyclists navigate confi-
dently and safely through the 
Eugene, Cascades & Coast 
region, the system ensures 
that the benefits of cycling 

— financial, social, and 
cultural — are shared across 
communities.

As Oregon continues 
to grow its reputation as a 
global cycling destination, 
Connect Lane will be a criti-
cal piece of the puzzle. It’s a 
reminder that sometimes, the 
simplest tools — like clear 
signs on scenic roads — can 
have the biggest impact on 
how people move, how com-
munities thrive, and how we 
connect with the landscapes 
that make Oregon home. 
Whether you’re a resident 
or a visitor, go Explore the 
Eugene, Cascades and Coast 
region by bike.

Learn more about Connect 
Lane at https://www.
eugenecascadescoast.org/
outdoors/adventures/cycling/
community-routes/

Andy Vobora is Vice 
President of Stakeholder 
Relations at Travel Lane 
County. He may be reached 
at 541-484-5307.

27 event. In addition to sell-
ing sample plates for $5 each, 
Community Volunteer Karen 
Munsell coordinated a root beer 
float booth that sold 430 floats 
at $1 apiece.

The group hopes to open 
the new track next summer. 
Cookoff proceeds will help 
fund a perimeter fence around 
the facility.

Kelley said members were 
deeply encouraged by the com-
munity’s support—both in 
words and donations.

“It was truly amazing to see 
the community come together 
with a mission in mind and 
bring it to reality,” she said. 
“Getting the chance to hear 
from and see so many people 
who support our efforts and 
share our dream is what makes 
every step worth it.”

OKTOBERFEST 
CELEBRATION

For the fourth consecutive 
year, Downtown Cottage Grove 
hosted its early fall Oktoberfest 
celebration, drawing families, 
friends, and visitors to the 
historic district for a day of 
German-inspired food, music, 
and shopping.

The event featured more than 
30 vendor booths offering hand-
made crafts, seasonal produce, 
and local goods. Live music 
filled the air throughout the 
day from the main stage set up 
near the intersection of 6th and 
Washington. Attendees sampled 
German-inspired menus of food 
carts and pop-up kitchens and 
gathered with friends to sip 
local beer and wine.

Downtown Cottage Grove 
organizers said the event was 
designed to bring foot traffic to 
the historic district and support 
small businesses. Several store-
fronts extended their hours and 
offered Oktoberfest-themed spe-
cials, including discounted mer-
chandise and seasonal menus.

Event Coordinator Ruth 
Linoz, Coast Fork Brewing 
Owner Dale Smith, and Carol 
Reeves, owner of The Flower 
Basket and Gift Boutique, led 
the planning effort. They were 
pleased with the turnout and 
proud that their work attracted 
multi-generational local families 
as well as out-of-town visitors.

“What’s really cool is the 
collaboration that makes this 
event happen,” Smith said. 
“Downtown Cottage Grove 
worked really well with the 
South Valley Farmers Market, 
the City of Cottage Grove, local 
businesses, and with Cascade 
Home Center’s Community 
Cookoff.”

Linoz added, “We were sur-
prised to see so many people 
attend this year despite the 
major road construction project 
going on. We all look forward 
to what’s next and how this 
event will grow when our 
downtown revitalization project 
is complete.” Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel

Spirit of BMD Board Member Dylan Mann assists four-year-old Waylong 
Kelp-Miller with the bean bag toss at the Community Cookoff event.
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Classified

LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

541-649-1616
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
999 

CAR CAREPUZZLES
999 

PUBLIC NOTICES
700

MISC SERVICES

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! Additional terms 

apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) Call 

1-855-341-5268

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 

obligation estimate. Plus get 75% 
off installation and a bonus $250 dis-
count! Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty 

and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Specializing in Powerstrokes

• Complete Automotive Repair & Service
• A/C, Transmission    • Performance & Computer Diagnostics 
• ASE Certified Factory Ford Master Technician

80408 Delight Valley School Road • 942-2521

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

999 
CAR CARE

independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time! 

Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-833-395-1433.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-

8679.

$$PAYING TOP DOLLAR$$ For Sports 
Card Collections: Baseball, Basketball, 
Football, & Pokemon. Premium Paid 

for Vintage Pre 1980. Referral Bonuses 
Available. Call Corey 541-838-0364.

CGS25-181 Public Auction notice 
Notice is given that the undersigned 
will hold a public auction on October 
9, 2025 At: 11:00 AM At Simply Stor-
age 79177 North River Road Cottage 
Grove, OR 97424 The personal prop-
erty heretofore stored with the under-
signed by: A07 Katie Humphries E8 
James Lilienthal T18 Kristi Ford S26 
Jennifer Merrill
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SNAP
From Page 1

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net 

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel

New Patients Welcome • Anesthetic-Free Laser Dentistry • Same Day Crowns

Eugene 
401 E. 10th Ave. Suite 300

(541) 344-3333

Cottage Grove 
1551 E. Main Street 

(541) 942-8437

households receiving utility 
assistance, able-bodied adults 
ages 18 through 64 with no 
child under age 14 in their 

SNAP group, and certain 
lawfully present immigrants.

Utility assistance and 
SNAP benefits

• Households previously 
eligible for the Heating 
and Cooling Full Utility 
Allowance (FUA) through 
energy assistance programs 
like Low-Income Home 

Energy Assistance Program 
(LIHEAP) or “Heat and Eat” 
will see changes.

• Only households with at 
least one member who is age 
60 or older or a member with 
a disability will automatically 
qualify for FUA.

• Approximately 29,000 
households will lose this 
allowance, reducing their 
SNAP benefits by an average 
of $58 per month.

• About 9,600 households 
who applied or renewed 
between July 4 and Oct. 1, 
2025 will get notices around 
Oct. 15, 2025. Their SNAP 
will be reduced Nov. 1, 2025.

• Another 20,000 house-
holds will see benefits go 
down when their SNAP is 
reviewed.

Able-Bodied Adults 
Without Dependents 
(ABAWD)

• Beginning Oct 1, 2025, 
people with ABAWD status 
in 6 counties (Multnomah, 
Washington, Clackamas, 
Yamhill, Benton, and Hood 
River) will be reviewed at 
application or renewal for 
required work rules.

• People who don’t meet 
work rules may lose SNAP 
benefits after 3 months.

• The work rules will 
apply to adults ages 18–64 

without a disability or with-
out children under age 14 
in their SNAP household. 
Previously the work rules 
applied to adults ages 18 to 
54 without a child under 18 
in their SNAP household.

• People with ABAWD 
status must work or partici-
pate in a qualifying activity 
for at least 80 hours per 
month.

• Veterans, people expe-
riencing homelessness and 
young adults aging out of 
foster care are no longer 
exempt from the work rules.

• Tribal Members and 
people who meet the federal 
definition of “Indian, Urban 
Indian, or California Indian” 
are newly exempt from the 
work rules.

• In January 2026 these 
ABAWD requirements will 
be implemented statewide.

• It’s estimated that 
310,000 adults will have to 
be newly evaluated to see if 
they have to meet the work 
rules.

Refugees, Asylees and 
certain other lawfully pres-
ent immigrants

• Refugees, asylees, traf-
ficking survivors and other 
conditionally allowed non-
citizens who were eligible for 

SNAP as of July 3, 2025, will 
lose eligibility under H.R. 1.

• In Oregon, it’s estimated 
that at least 3,000 individu-
als will no longer qualify for 
benefits.

• About 1,000 people who 
applied or renewed their 
SNAP between July 4 and 
Oct. 1, 2025 will get notices 
around Oct. 15, 2025. Their 
SNAP will end on Oct. 31, 
2025.

• Another 2,000 people will 
lose SNAP when their SNAP 
is reviewed.

Notifications to 
households

 Around Oct. 15, 2025, 
ODHS will mail notices to:

• Roughly 9,600 house-
holds receiving energy 
assistance to notify them that 
their SNAP benefits will be 
reduced starting November 
1, 2025.

• Approximately 1,000 
refugees, asylees and other 
lawfully present immigrants 
whose SNAP cases will close 
on Oct. 31, 2025.

• Affected households do 
not need to take any action. 
ODHS will adjust benefits 
automatically.

Preparing for changes
• If you think you may 

be in one of the impacted 
groups, go to www.oregon.
gov/odhs to learn more.

• Watch your mail for 
notices from ODHS and open 
them right away. The first 
wave of notices will be sent 
on Oct. 15, 2025.

• If you think the ABAWD 
work requirements may 
apply to you, don’t wait 
to start planning how to 
meet them. Call the ODHS 
ABAWD team directly at 
833-947-1694 or SNAP.
ABAWDTeam@odhsoha.
oregon.gov.

• Know what other 
food resources are in your 
community.

• The ODHS Food 
Resources website can help.

• Older adults and people 
with disabilities can connect 
with Aging and Disability 
Resource Connection of 
Oregon to learn about 

government programs and 
community resources at 
1-855-673-2372 or www.
adrcoforegon.org.

• Reach out to 211info by 
dialing 2-1-1, texting your 
zip code to 898-211 or visit-
ing www.211info.org

Contact ODHS
If you have questions 

or need help understand-
ing these changes, contact 
ODHS:

• By phone: Call 1-800-
699-9075 or 711 (TTY), 
relay calls welcome

• In person: Visit a local 
office (find one online)

• By Mail: (Requests must 
be received by the deadline)

• ONE Customer Service 
Center, PO Box 14015, 
Salem, OR 97309

• By email: Send requests 
to Oregon.Benefits@odh-
soha.oregon.gov

•  Online: Submit requests 
through a ONE Online 
account

ABOUT SNAP IN 
OREGON 

SNAP is a cornerstone 
of Oregon’s fight against 
hunger, helping more than 
1 in 6 people in Oregon, 
approximately 27 percent of 
households, afford groceries. 
This includes children, work-
ing families, older adults, and 
people with disabilities.

Every $1 in SNAP benefits 
generates $1.50 to $1.80 
in local economic activity. 
SNAP drives an estimated 
$1.6 billion into the Oregon 
economy each year. But even 
with SNAP benefits, many 
families still struggle to meet 
their basic needs, especially 
amid the rising cost of food 
and housing, according to the 
release.

“Everyone deserves 
access to healthy food, and 
the Oregon Department of 
Human Services (ODHS) is 
committed to making sure 
people in Oregon receive the 
right amount of SNAP food 
benefits they qualify for,” the 
release states. 

 

Reading volunteers needed in Cottage Grove
SMART Reading, 

Oregon’s longstanding 
children’s literacy non-
profit, is calling on local 
residents to help support 
and empower young 
readers.

SMART Reading is 
a statewide children’s 
literacy nonprofit that 
serves kids in Oregon’s 
highest need schools and 
communities with two 
ingredients critical for 
literacy and learning suc-
cess: shared reading time 
and access to books.

As the organization 
kicks off its 34th year, 
it’s seeking volunteers 
to read with students 
weekly during the 
2025-26 school year at 
Harrison Elementary. 

This year, SMART 
plans to serve 1,288 
students and give away 
over 18,000 books in 
Benton, Lane and Linn 
counties, ensuring kids 
have the tools they need 
to succeed in school and 
beyond.

“Our volunteers are 
the heart of our work,” 
SMART Reading Area 
Director Elissa Kobrin 
said. “Reading with a 
child for just one hour 
a week can ignite con-
fidence, curiosity, and a 
lifelong love of learning. 
Volunteers often tell us 
it’s the best hour of their 
week—and the impact 
lasts a lifetime.”

SMART has a high 
need for volunteers at 
Harrison Elementary. 

The program runs for 
an hour and a half on 
Thursdays. No special 
experience is required, 
and all training is pro-
vided. Learn more 
or sign up at www.
SMARTReading.org or 
call 541-600-8035.

INSIGHT
For insight into this 

reading program, The 
Sentinel reached out 
to SMART Reading 
Communications 
Director Phoebe 
Petersen.

The Sentinel: What 
do you believe are the 
long-term benefits this 
reading program offers 
children?

Phoebe Petersen: 
When kids become 
strong readers, they are 
more likely to be suc-
cessful in school and 
beyond. Research shows 
that kids who are not 
reading proficiently by 
the end of third-grade 
are four times less 
likely to graduate from 
high school – and if 
those same students are 
impacted by poverty, 
that number jumps to 
sixteen times less likely 
to graduate high school.

SMART focuses its 
services on preschool to 
third-grade students to 
help ensure they meet 
that milestone, and to 
supplement classroom 
literacy instruction with 
two research-based strat-
egies: one-on-one read-
ing support and access 
to books. SMART’s goal 
is to help students be 
equipped to succeed in 

school and hopefully, 
to develop into lifelong 
readers who are able to 
access all of the joy and 
learning that book and 
reading offer. 

The Sentinel: How do 
the volunteers best con-
nect with the children to 
help motivate their read-
ing skills?

Petersen: SMART’s 
program is child-driven 
meaning that the goal is 
for children to have fun, 
engaging experiences 
with books in a low-
pressure environment. 
Volunteers are generally 
paired with the same 
children each week to 
allow the volunteer and 
student to get to know 
one another and for the 
volunteer to become 
attuned to the child’s 
interests and needs (typi-
cally, a volunteer would 
read with 2-3 students, 
one-on-one, during their 
session). 

SMART provides a 
wide array of high-qual-
ity, engaging books so 
that every child can find 
something that sparks 
their interest, and vol-
unteers are encouraged 
to let the child lead by 
selecting books and by 
choosing whether they 
want to read aloud or be 
read to. 

The Sentinel: What’s 
your recommendation 
to parents to help their 
children continue build-
ing their reading skills at 
home?

Petersen: The biggest 
thing parents can do is 
read with their children 

regularly!  Kids benefit 
from reading out loud 
as well as being read to. 
Find books that interest 
your child, enjoy them 
together, and pause to 
ask questions and have 
conversations while you 
read. Children build 
skills through not only 

reading but talking about 
what’s on the page.

The Sentinel: Do you 
have any photos show-
ing the reading program 
at Cottage Grove schools 
to help us best illustrate 
our story?

Petersen: We don’t 
have any photos from 
Harrison, unfortunately 

(we’ll try to get some 
this year!). However, 
I’m attaching a couple 
of photos from schools 
in Eugene that we were 
able to take last year.

Visit www.
SMARTReading.org or 
call 541-600-8035 to 
learn more.

Courtesy photo
Since 1992, SMART Reading has helped more than 334,000 Oregon children 
build reading skills and a lifelong love of books.
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