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Your new home is waiting for you... just listed. This beautiful spacious 
home with 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, has entertaining, homeschooling, 

or working from home space. Schedule a private showing today!

2110 Buttercup Loop, 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

2,080 SF • $440,000

Arlene Pearson
Mobile: (503) 440-3689

Real Estate Broker, licensed in Oregon
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City establishing mini 
homeless camp at 12th Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Public works crews are in the 
process of establishing a new 
smaller homeless camp site at the 
vacant lot on 12th Street in Cottage 
Grove.

Cottage Grove City Manager 
Mike Sauerwein said the city is 
behind its original Oct. 1 timeline 
is establishing the camp, following 
the Aug. 22 closure and cleanup 
of the 12th Street and Douglas 
Street homeless camps. During the 
transition, the adjacent Lulu Dog 
Park at 12th Street has been used 
as a homeless camp site with hours 
from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. daily.

“None of us have ever managed 
a homeless camp before, so we 
knew that date was a bit aspira-
tional,” Sauerwein said. “We are 
hoping that this week we will be 
able to make the transition. Our 
goal was to provide folks with 
a safe and secure place to spend 
the night and that’s what we are 
doing.”

Sauerwein said city staff was 
cleaning up the Lulu Dog Park to 
reestablish it as a dog park. Specific 
costs of that cleanup and establish-
ing the smaller homeless camp at 
12th Street were not immediately 
available.

The new mini homeless camp 
will include the same restrictions as 
the former larger camps.

“The same rules will apply,” 
Sauwrwein said. “The camp will 
be available from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
and the rules will be enforced 
through our contracting company, 
One Security of Eugene to help us 
during this transition period. They 
are a very experienced homeless 
camp management company.”

Sauerwein and other city officials 
have told the Sentinel, that there 
are no additional plans to offer any 
other long-term sheltering for the 
homeless.

“Cottage Grove will follow 
state law as we understand it,” 
Sauerwein said. “That is what we 
are doing. To change that is up to 
the legislature. The city of Cottage 
Grove has no plans to do any kind 
of a shelter beyond what we are 

currently doing, which is providing 
a location for folks to spend the 
night from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.”

Read previous coverage about 
the homelessness challenges in 
Cottage Grove and follow new 
developments at cgsemtinel.com 
and in the Wednesday print editions 
of The Sentinel.

Grovers gather to remember Village Green Resort

Crews began developing the smaller homeless 
camp site this week on the vacant lot at 12th Street.

CINDY WEELDREYER
For The Cottage Grove Sentinel

In 1975, when Birdy Hoelzle 
and her sister Gail opened The 
Bookmine they were familiar with 
The Village Green. 

Their father traveled a lot and 
often brought its matchboxes home 
as keepsakes for his girls. The sis-
ters were in their 20’s when they 
opened the Main Street bookstore 
and, to enhance their income, 
worked as waitresses at the resort. 

“It was a wonderful place to 
work and, being new in town, it 

helped us meet many of our future 
bookstore customers,” Birdy said.

She shared a humorous mem-
ory they made in the formal Iron 
Maiden Dining Room that drew 
laughter from the crowd.

“My sister and I were budding 
feminists at the time and were quite 
shocked by the sexism practiced in 
the dining room,” she said. “The 
menu given to a woman had no 
prices on it and foot pillows were 
provided so ladies’ uncomfortable 
shoes could be removed while din-
ing. It was a very different era.”

Nearly 50 people attended the 
Cottage Grove Historical Society’s 
“Farewell to the Village Green” at 
the Community Center, Saturday, 
Sept. 21.

The internationally famous resort 
was created by Walter A. Woodard 
(W.A.) and his son, Carlton. Some 
members of the family attended and 
shared personal memories. 

THROUGH THE LENS
Kris Woodard’s introductory 

remarks included personal mem-
ories he made through the lens of 
a 12-year-old who was often “in 

the way” during the construction 
project. 

He said he was given an import-
ant job of opening the boxes 
delivered to the guest rooms and 
recalled how cool he felt driving 
the orange golf cart around the 
property for assigned errands. Years 
later, another special memory was 
seeing the famous football player, 
O.J. Simpson, running on one of the 
resort’s paths.

To the delight of those gathered, 
Kris’ brother, Casey Woodard, 

The mental 
health impact 
facing Oregon’s 
wildland 
firefighters

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon’s wildfire season is 
expected to continue through this 
month, but the mental scares and 
impact of the season on the fire-
fighters who battle blazes in Lane 
County and across the state, and 
their families, may last a lifetime, 
according to Jeff Dill, the founder 
of Firefighter Behavioral Health 
Alliance (FBHA).

Dill established the FBHA in 
2010 following Hurricane Katrina. 
He was than a Battalion Chief 
for a fire department in northwest 
Chicago.

“I saw our brothers and sisters 
struggle from the devastation that 
they saw, so I went back and got 
my degree and became a licensed 
counselor,” he said. “We started 
tracking EMS and firefighter sui-
cides across America.”

Behavioral Impact
According to Dill, firefighters 

often don’t recognize the behavioral 
impact of their work.

“We become cultural brain-
washed,” Dill said. “Whether it’s 
structural or wildland fires. So, we 
are meant to believe we are sup-
posed to act strong, brave, be help, 
don’t ask for help, and we don’t 
want to look weak and not ask for 
help.” 

Dill added that while firefighters 
are on the front lines battling the 
wildfires, one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face is the unknown.

“It’s how rapidly theses fires can 
move, and the unknown is where 
is it going to end? Where will this 
fire go to and how long will it last? 
And that is a struggle,” he said. 
“So, when you are fighting that 
fire, you’re trying to do your best 
to stop it, and yet the wind kicks 
up at 60 miles an hour and it drags 
it further and further behind them. 
That aspect of the unknown is very 
difficult in wildland fires. The fire-
fighters have that stress and anxiety, 
and that struggle to protect is a very 
difficult challenge for the wildland 
firefighters.”

It is often very difficult for fam-
ily members of the firefighters to 
understand what emotions there are, 
and that many firefighters don’t 
express their emotions, according 
to Dill.

“We ask the family members 
to try to understand the cultural,” 
he said. “Be direct. Challenge 
with compassion when something 
doesn’t look right or doesn’t sound 
right, and do an internal size up, 
which we ask the firefighters to 
do as well,” he said.” Internal size 
up means asking why am I acting 
this way, and why am I feeling this 
way? The best thing we can do is 

 CINDY WEELDREYER / COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Matchbooks from the Village Green Resort in Cottage Grove. See more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com.
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Grovers launch holiday
season with festive kickoff

Organizers invested extraordinary 
time and effort to infuse the spirit 
of Christmas into the community 
last Saturday, staging a full day of 
events that blended tradition, spec-
tacle, and hometown warmth.

The day began with the Jingle 
Rush ’25 at Cottage Grove High 
School, a RunCGRun event that 
drew a record-breaking number 
of participants and raised money 
for the Key Club, the Tree of Joy 
Project, and other local programs 
that promote youth health. Later 
in the day, the Cottage Grove Area 
Chamber of Commerce, city staff, 
and volunteers orchestrated a mem-
orable holiday experience.

The Community Tree Lighting 
Ceremony in All America City 
Square/Opal Park drew families 
downtown. Choirs from Lincoln 
Middle School and Cottage Grove 
High School provided a soundtrack 
of familiar carols as Santa and 
Mrs. Claus arrived by fire truck to 
join the countdown. But this year 
brought a playful twist: an ugly 
green creature in a Santa suit — the 
Grinch — stalked the crowd and 
pulled the plug, plunging the newly-
lit tree into darkness.

Mayor Candace Solesbee quickly 
sprang into action with her grand-
daughter who was dressed as 
“Cindy Lou Who.” Joined by other 
Whoville children and the school 
choirs, they sang the familiar 
“Welcome Christmas,” song that 
softened the Grinch’s heart and 
compelled him to restore the lights.

After the ceremony, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus crossed the street to 
meet with littles ones in Santa’s 

Workshop, listening to their wishes 
and posing for photographs. 
Outside, members of local churches 
served soup, rolls, and hot bever-
ages to warm the crowd. Local 
businesses donated theme decorated 
trees that were raffled to raise 
money for Chamber programs.

Holiday shopping opportuni-
ties abounded. The South Valley 

Farmers Winter Market and Holiday 
Market vendors filled the Armory, 
the Cottage Grove Public Market 
also hosted vendors and Santa 
Claus. The Prospectors and Gold 
Diggers Club hosted its annual 
bazaar at the historic Dr. Snapp 
House.

At the Cottage Grove Museum, 
the lights dimmed and the original 

Catholic Church’s colorful stained 
glass windows were illuminated 
from the outside. Inside, local 
historian Dana Merryday, in his 
signature Victorian-inspired black 
suit and top hat, conducted a tour 
that included the history of the 

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
The community members and visitors listen as the Cottage Grove High School and Lincoln 
Middle School choirs sing holiday songs following Santa magically lighting the tree. See 
more photos with this story at cgsentinel.com

School 
District 
faces $2.35 
million 
deficit

Facing a $2.35 million deficit and 
rising special education costs, South 
Lane School District (SLSD) lead-
ers are scrambling to reconcile mid 
year budget shortfalls while assuring 
families that 
student needs 
will remain at 
the forefront 
of difficult 
decisions.

District 
Superintendent 
Todd Miller 
told board 
members at the 
regular SLSD 
Dec. 1 meet-
ing that district administrators and 
staff are closely monitoring how the 
three largest state grants are being 
spent. The grants are for Student 
Investment, High School Success 
and Early Literacy.

“Internally, we are working on 
some numbers for those three grants 
that can get them zeroed out by then 
end of the year and think we can 
actually get there,” Miller said. “Our 
work now becomes how do we do 
all we can in the current budget to 
reduce expenses before we consider 
staff layoffs.”

Miller said reductions must be 
made to ensure reserves are not 
depleted, though mid year cuts are 
difficult because they can disrupt the 
school environment. He said staff 
is moving quickly to identify where 
reductions can be made to achieve 
the greatest savings possible with 
minimal impact.

“Our work now becomes how can 
we get these numbers down to where 
we feel comfortable and confident 
enough to get through this school 
year with as minimal impacts as 
possible.”

SHORTFALL CAUSES
Miller explained there are multiple 

reasons for the shortfall. A signifi-
cant one is expenditures to the Lane 
Education Service District for out 
of district placements of high need 
special education students are much 
higher than budget assumptions 
made last spring.

The district receives state funding 
for all enrolled students, including 
those at its two charter schools — 
the Academy of Character Education 
(ACE) and Child’s Way — but fund-
ing rates for them are higher than 
budgeted in past years.

Enrollment revenue, based on 
2,600 to 2,700 students, remains 
stable and within projections. The 
largest fiscal challenge is a $1.3 
million deficit in State School Fund 
revenue from 2024 25. Last spring, 
the district estimated $3,096,115; the 
actual amount that rolled over was 
$1,791,236.

With a total budget of nearly $70 
million, the district has authority to 
spend at that level, but the current 
deficit shows how actual revenues 

It’s a Wrap: Main Street
Revitalization Project completed

Cottage Grove’s Main Street 
Revitalization Project is very close 
to completion.

Main Street and the side street 
crossings were scheduled to open 
to two-way traffic Friday, Dec. 12, 
according to Cottage Grove Project 
Coordinator Shauna Neigh.

A small ribbon-cutting ceremony 
was scheduled Friday afternoon, 
Dec. 12, to celebrate the reopen-
ing of two-way traffic downtown. 
A larger community celebration is 
planned for next spring. 

According to Neigh, the remain-
der of the project will focus on 
beautification and landscaping. 

“The trees have been planted 
(Red Maple, Green Zelkova, and 
‘Green Gable’ Tupelo) and the 
furniture has been placed,” she 
said. “The project will be finalized 
once the rest of the landscaping is 
complete.”

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The Main Street Revitalization 
Project in Cottage Grove’s Historic 
District includes street repaving, 
frontage improvements, and new 
water and storm sewer utilities. 
These improvements include new 
sidewalk; new curb/gutter, pervious 

pavers in revised parking areas; 
water main; water services; storm 
sewer; storm sewer manholes; 
double lamp poles; vehicular poles 
with signals; pedestrian poles at 
crosswalks; street trees; water foun-
tains; new pavement striping, and 

other improvements such as fiber 
network cable.

Neigh said there are several key 
benefits following the Main Street 
Revitalization.

“A safer downtown with more 
lighting and less tripping hazards. 
The beautiful area will attract the 
community to congregate, tourists 
to visit and entrepreneurs to invest,” 
she said.

UNEXPECTED DISCOVERY
Neigh said the city, and its con-

tractor, Wildish, have been fortunate 
with the execution of the project 
last February experiencing minimal 
challenges that could have signifi-
cantly impacted our schedule.

“A key focus throughout has been 
supporting local businesses during 
the construction phase,” she said. 
“We partnered with the Cottage 
Grove Area Chamber of Commerce 
on the Pardon our Dust weekly gift 
card drawing, purchasing gift cards 
from affected downtown businesses. 

Todd Miller SLSD 
Superintendent

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Main Street looking east just before two-way traffic was rein-
stated last week.
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Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. 
This offer expires 12/30/25. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 
**Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating 
dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2025 Bath Concepts Industries.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(844) 847-9778CALL 
NOW

$1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 12/30/2025

0% Interest
For 18 Months**

$1500OFF when fi nancing
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR Call now
and receive a free 
XL battery with 
your ATTO SPORT 
purchase.

Folding Mobility Scooter

CALL NOW: 1-833-519-1915

receive a free 
with 

your ATTO SPORT 

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
June 2-7, 2026

See MLB games in Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and both a day 
and night game at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago.

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326
Bob’s Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

August 1-10, 2026
See games in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and 
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing 

in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

Travel by deluxe motor coach • Each night in a quality hotel • Good game tickets!
Travelers are responsible 

for getting to starting
point of each tour

$1,700/person based on 
double hotel occupancy

Tour begins/ends at hotel near 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport

$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

Tour begins at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport
and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport

Smoke under the bridge, pulling door shut leads to arrest
The following information 

is from the Cottage Grove 
Police Department’s weekly 
activity report.

 - A reporting party called 
in, stating they noticed grey 
smoke coming from under 
the bridge near Silk Creek 
Park.

 A male subject was con-
tacted at the location and had 
admitted to camping there 
for several days. The cover 
officer recognized the male 
subject and asked where his 
significant other was. Initially 
he stated he didn’t know, but 
his actions indicated that she 
could be in the tent.

 Police dispatch was 
requested to run a search on 
the male and female and it 
was determined the female 
had a statewide felony 

warrant out of Lane County 
Parole and Probation for a 
traffic offense for eluding. 
She was located and taken 
into custody without incident. 
She was lodged at the Lane 
County Jail for her warrant.

 - Police dispatch was 
actively monitoring the 
CCTV cameras system that 
covers Coiner Park and 
observed a female subject 
enter into the women’s bath-
room at almost 1 a.m.

 The park was closed dur-
ing that time and because of 
the posted park hours; the 
female was actively violat-
ing the park rules. Officers 
arrived and made contact 
with the female. The female 
was hesitant to provide 
identifying information and 
attempted to avoid identifying 

herself, refusing to provide 
her ID or Driver’s License.

 The female then provided 
the officers with a name, but 
Police Dispatch was unable 
to locate anybody. After mul-
tiple attempts at obtaining her 
Driver’s License, she com-
plied and it was determined 
she had a warrant for her 
arrest out of Jackson County 
Circuit Court for Failing to 
Appear Charges of Concealed 
Weapons and Theft in the 
Third Degree. Per Jackson 
County Circuit Court, she 
was cited in lieu of custody 
for her warrant.

 - Officers located a sus-
picious vehicle parked at 
Coiner Park after posted park 
hours. The occupant was a 
female who was uncoopera-
tive and attempted to roll up 

her vehicle window, refused 
to provide identification, 
and attempted to drive away 
after being advised she was 
detained.

 Officers attempted to 
open the vehicle door, but the 
subject physically resisted by 
pulling the door shut. Due to 
her continued resistance, offi-
cers had to physically remove 
the female from the vehicle 
and place her into custody.

 She was arrested and 
lodged at the Lane County 
Jail on charges of Criminal 
Trespass in the Second 
Degree (ORS 164.245) 
and Resisting Arrest (ORS 
162.315). She was addition-
ally issued a 90-day park 
exclusion from Coiner Park.

The police blotter 
relates to the public 
record of incidents 
as reported by law 
enforcement agencies.

All individuals 
arrested or charged 
with a crime are 
presumed innocent 
until proven guilty. 
Information printed is 
preliminary and subject 
to change.

For specific details 
about cases listed, 
contact the appropri-
ate law enforcement 
agency.

Cottage Grove Police 

MONDAY, DEC. 1
03:40: Agency assist, 

Exit 174 SB on ramp
05:00: Illegal camp-

ing, 1100 block E. 
Main St.

07:42: Suspicious 
condition, 1300 block 
S. 8th St.

08:21: Hit and run, 
Main/Gateway

08:26: Illegal camp-
ing, 1100 block E. 
Main St.

10:31: Abandoned 
vehicle, 1600 block 
Grover Ave.

12:36: Suspicious 
condition, Exit 174 SB 
Off-ramp

12:43: Hit and run, 
Birch/N

16:37: Motor vehicle 
crash, Hwy 99/Latham

20:00: Death inves-
tigation, 1200 block 
Dublin Ln.

20:21: Found prop-
erty, 600 block E. 
Jefferson Ave.

TUESDAY, DEC. 2
06:50: Abandoned 

vehicle, 500 block 
Grant Ave.

09:07: Found drugs, 
1100 block S. 4th St.

12:54: Theft, 100 
block S. 6th St.

13:45: Welfare check, 
500 block Kathleen Dr.

14:21: Illegal park-
ing, 8th/Benjamin

15:56: Abandoned 
vehicle, Birch/N

16:20: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. 
Main St.

16:42: Found dog, N. 
Douglas/Chamberlain 
Ave.

17:12: Suspicious 
condition, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

WEDNESDAY, 
DEC. 3

01:28: Alarm, 100 
block Hwy 99

09:19: Alarm, 78000 
block Pitcher Ln.

09:45: Theft, 900 
block Row River Rd.

10:53: Child abuse, 
Benjamin Ave.

THURSDAY, DEC. 
4

02:34: Harassment, 
400 block E. Main St.

03:04: Theft, 2200 
block Hillside Dr.

03:15: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. 
Main St.

03:30: Welfare check, 
1300 block S. 8th St.

05:14: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. 
Main St.

08:39: Illegal camp-
ing, 1600 block E. 
Madison Ave.

09:22: Welfare check, 
1800 block Harvey Rd.

11:20: Theft, 900 
block Row River Rd.

11:24: Fire, Row 
River/Cerro Gordo

11:45: Trespass, 800 
block Gateway Blvd.

11:50: Agency assist, 
1500 block S. 2nd St.

13:28: Dog at large, 
400 block N. 10th St

14:39: Criminal 
mischief, 1600 block 
Daugherty Ave.

14:39: Abandoned 
vehicle, 700 block E. 
Gibbs Ave.

14:51: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. 
Main St.

15:52: Suspicious 
subject, 100 block S. 
10th St.

19:23: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1700 block E. 
Main St.

20:10: Motor vehicle 
crash, Hwy 99/River 
Rd.

20:31: Disturbance, 
77000 block S. 6th St.

21:50: Wanted sub-
ject, 400 block E. Main 
St.

22:05: Disturbance, 
1100 block S. 8th St.

FRIDAY, DEC. 5
01:12: Business 

check, 1500 block 
Gateway Blvd.

01:30: Alarm, 100 
block Village Dr.

02:48: Trespass, 1500 
block Village Dr.

08:36: Agency assist, 
78000 block Cedar 
Park Rd.

08:52: Suspicious 
condition, 500 block 
Grant Ave.

09:26: Order viola-
tion, 100 block N. 6th 
St.

10:00: Warrant ser-
vice, 300 block S. 
River Rd.

10:29: Found dog, 
100 block Gateway 
Blvd.

11:17: Fire, 6th/
Whiteaker

11:59: Welfare check, 
500 block S. River Rd.

15:07: Order viola-
tion, 100 block N. 6th 
St.

16:29: Warrant ser-
vice, 100 block N. 6th 
St.

17:28: Motor vehi-
cle crash, 100 block 
Gateway Blvd.

22:05: Theft, 900 
block Row River Rd.

SATURDAY, DEC. 
6

00:02: Warrant ser-
vice, 200 block N. 12th 
St.

00:59: Warrant ser-
vice, 1300 block E. 
Main St.

07:54: Warrant ser-
vice, Hwy 99/River Rd.

08:25: Order viola-
tion, 100 block N. 6th 
St.

09:06: Hit and run, 
900 block Row River 
Rd.

10:21: Disturbance, 
900 block S. 6th St.

11:00: Found prop-
erty, 100 block S. 10th 
St.

11:59: Suspicious 
condition, 400 block E. 
Main St.

12:06: Found prop-
erty, 200 block E. 
Harrison Ave.

13:21: Suspicious 
subject, Tyler/Gateway

13:35: Illegal camp-
ing, Main/River Rd.

16:30: Harassment, 
800 block Row River 
Rd.

16:47: Agency 
assist, 30000 block 
Gowdyville Rd.

18:09: Juvenile prob-
lem, 1300 block E. 
Main St.

21:13: Warrant ser-
vice, 700 block E. 
Main St.

21:28: Motor vehicle 
crash, London/Nichols

22:06: Alarm, 100 
block Village Dr.

22:16: Suspicious 
vehicle, 1300 block E. 
Main St.

23:47: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. 
Main St.

SUNDAY, DEC. 7
00:16: Suspicious 

condition, Meyer/Sears
00:56: Disturbance, 

2400 block E. Main St.
07:20: Suspicious 

vehicle, 1500 block E. 
Main St.

07:44: Warrant ser-
vice, 200 block N. 12th 
St.

08:47: Shots fired, 
78000 block S. 6th St.

09:44: Warrant ser-
vice, Hillside/Taylor

13:17: Order viola-
tion, 400 block E. Main 
St.

15:10: Welfare check, 
1500 block Hwy 99

16:40: Disorderly 
subject, 1500 block 
Gateway Blvd.

16:59: Illegal camp-
ing, E. Main/River Rd.

18:09: Suspicious 
condition, 1500 block 
Hwy 99

19:04: Suspicious 
vehicle, 9th/Gibbs

21:25: Disturbance, 
200 block N. 12th St.

22:51: Suspicious 
vehicle, 100 block S. 
10th St.

22:57: Suspicious 
subject, 900 block Row 
River Rd.



COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL • WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2025  3 

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
119 South 6th Street • 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com

AccessoriesAccessories

Jewelry Jewelry 

Balloons Balloons 

Home Decor Home Decor 

Fine GiftsFine Gifts

Floral ArrangementsFloral Arrangements

Boutique ClothingBoutique Clothing

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

See CALENDAR, Page 4

For new and returning subscribers only, 
offer good through 1/5/26

One Year Subscription
Just mention this ad

20% OFF
End of the Year

Subscription Special

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS 
are available on the 

“Subscribe” page

541-649-1616

www.cgsentinel.com/subscribe

503-444-7924

‘Record high’ pertussis cases in Oregon
OREGON HEALTH 

AUTHORITY

Pertussis cases in Oregon 
have reached an all-time high, 
prompting state officials to 
urge people to make sure they 
and their families are up to 
date on vaccinations—espe-
cially those who are pregnant 
or spend time with babies—
and take steps to reduce 
spread. 

In 2025, as of Dec. 10, 
Oregon Health Authority has 
received a record-high 1,475 
reported cases of pertussis, 
also known as whooping 
cough, breaking the state’s all-
time annual record of 1,420, 
set in 1950. The current out-
break began in spring 2024, 
when Oregon recorded 1,252 
pertussis cases by year’s end.

Other U.S. states have 
reported similar caseload 
spikes.

Pertussis can cause severe 
disease in people of all ages, 
but babies are most at risk of 
serious illness, hospitalization 
and death from infection. To 
reduce that risk, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends every pregnant person 
receive a single dose of Tdap 
vaccine during their third 
trimester (weeks 27-36) to pro-
tect their newborn from per-
tussis. That’s because babies’ 
immune systems are too week 
to protect against infection 
until they get vaccinated at 2 
months old.

Spouses, partners, grandpar-
ents and any adult routinely 
in the baby’s life should also 
consider receiving a Tdap dose 
at least two weeks before the 
baby is born.

However, vaccination is 
important for people of all 
ages, and it’s the best way to 
prevent severe disease and 

hospitalization. In addition to 
pregnant people, pertussis vac-
cination is recommended for 
infants and children starting at 
2 months through 4 to 6 years 
old, adolescents at age 11 or 
12, and any adult who has not 
previously been vaccinated.

“I worry people may not 
fully appreciate the risk pertus-
sis poses as case counts are ris-
ing, especially for babies and 
older adults,” OHA’s Public 
Health Division Medical 
Director for Communicable 
Diseases and Immunizations 
Howard Chiou said. “One 
of the most important things 
someone can do to protect 
their newborn is to get the 
Tdap vaccine during preg-
nancy. Unfortunately, we’ve 
seen a statewide decline in 
maternal Tdap vaccination 
rates in Oregon, which is a 
dangerous trend.”

The numbers

In 2025, 87 cases of infant 
pertussis (children younger 
than 12 months) --22 of whom 
were hospitalized—have been 
reported in Oregon so far. One 
infant died in Oregon earlier 
this year. It is the only death 
from pertussis reported in 
Oregon during 2025.

OHA’s new Pregnancy 
Immunization Data dashboard 
shows only 69% of pregnant 
people received Tdap vaccina-
tion in 2024, down from 72% 
in 2020.

Maternal Tdap vaccination 
rates also vary widely from 
county to county, with rates 
as low as 17% and as high 
as 82%. The lowest rates are 
largely in rural counties, where 
it’s often harder to find vac-
cinations, and where vaccine 
hesitancy rates are also higher.

Pertussis outbreaks occur 
regionally about every three 
to five years and do not 

necessarily follow seasonal 
patterns. Because of wide-
spread masking and social 
distancing during the pan-
demic, Oregon saw only three 
reported cases of pertussis in 
2021, followed by 17 in 2022 
and 40 in 2023. Health offi-
cials attribute the skyrocketing 
cases since then to a return 
to pre-pandemic norms that 
coincides with waning immu-
nity and decreased vaccination 
rates. 

Why the vaccine matters
Studies show Tdap vac-

cination during pregnancy is 
highly effective in preventing 
pertussis infection and hospi-
talization. Long-term protec-
tion from the pertussis vaccine 
wanes over time, however, 
which can create confusion 
about the vaccine.

“I hear the confusion in my 
community about pertussis 
vaccination,” Benton County 

Health Officer Carolina 
Amador said. “When we use 
the word ‘booster,’ people may 
think the vaccine isn’t very 
effective because protection 
fades, so they may not want 
to bother. At the same time, 
we strongly recommend it for 
certain people, such as children 
and pregnant people, because 
in the short term it does a great 
job protecting the most vulner-
able among us.”

The disease
The only way a baby will 

become infected with pertussis 
is if they are exposed to some-
one with pertussis, a bacterial 
infection that spreads easily 
through droplets when some-
one coughs or sneezes.

But pertussis often goes 
undiagnosed. The illness is 
tricky to diagnose because not 
everyone with pertussis will 

See OREGON, Page 4

DEC 17 
Oregon Aviation Museum 

Open. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 2475 
Jim Wright Way.

Coast Fork Kiwanis 
Club. Noon. Sol Azteca 
Mexican Restaurant. 3015 
Row River Rd.

Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior 
Center. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St.

Axe and Fiddle Board 
Game Night. 6:30-10 p.m. 
657 E. Main St. Hosted by 
Ayla. Offers a wide variety 
of games for all skill lev-
els—and we’re happy to 
teach you something new! 
Unplug and unwind with 
Board Game Night hosted 
by Ayla!

DEC 18
Cottage Grove Public 

Library Book Club 
Meeting. 4:30 p.m. 700 E. 
Gibbs Ave.

Rotary Club of Cottage 
Grove. Socializing begins 
at 5 p.m. and meeting starts 
at 5:30 p.m. El Tapatio 
Restaurant banquet room. 
725 E. Gibbs Ave.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland Opens. 5-9 
p.m. 2150 N. Douglas St.

Grown Ups Only Craft 
Night. 6-8 p.m. Cottage 
Grove Public Market. 
926 E. Main St. Poppy & 
Paintbrush Creative Studio 
invites you to enjoy a fun 
and memorable evening 
creating a lighted snow-
man and snowflake mosaic 
holiday keepsake. Tickets 
are $44/each (buy three and 
get one free). All supplies 
are included. Food and 
beverages are available for 
purchase. Pre-registration 
is required to purchase 
supplies. To sign up go to: 
www.poppyandpaintbrush.
com.

Cottage Theatre Play: 
Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. Curtain Times: 
Fri-Sat 7:30 p.m. and Sun 
2:30 p.m. 700 Village Dr. 
Tickets: Adults, $29 & 
Youth (18 & younger) $15. 
Info: Visit www.cottageth-
eatre.org or call the box 
office at 541.942.8001.

Geoffrey Koch (indie 
folk singer/songwriter). 
7:30 p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 
657 E. Main St.

Bohemian Tavern 
Karaoke 9 p.m. 48 N. 9th 
St.

DEC 19 
Oregon Aviation 

Museum. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
2475 Jim Wright Way.

Cottage Grove Public 
Library Storytime. 11:30 
a.m. 700 E. Gibbs Ave. All 
ages welcome.

Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 
308 S. 10th St.

American Legion Post 
32 Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 W. 
Main St.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

Richie G and MA Beat 
(Contemporary). 6-8 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewing. 106 S. 
6th St.

Friday Night Live. 6-9 
p.m. Saginaw Vineyard. 
80247 Delight Valley 
School Rd. 541.942.1364. 
Call for performer info.

Weekly Pool Tournament. 
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. 
48 N. 9th St. Entry Fee: $5 
& BCA Rules

Cottage Theatre Play: 
Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. Curtain Times: 
Fri-Sat 7:30 p.m. and Sun 
2:30 p.m. 700 Village Dr. 
Tickets: Adults, $29 & 
Youth (18 & younger) $15. 
Info: Visit www.cottageth-
eatre.org or call the box 
office at 541.942.8001.

Henry Ivie-Gardner (jazz) 
7:30 p.m. Axe and Fiddle. 
657 E. Main St.

DEC 20 
Share Fair USA 9 a.m. 

1133 E. Main St. (covered 
parking area next to Urban 
Kitchen) Reserve a space 
and share from your abun-
dance with neighbors who 
are in need. Load up your 
unwanted items to give 
away for free (no barter-
ing). Details about the 
weekly event is on Share 
Fair USA Facebook page 
or send email to eventsby-
ananda@gmail.com

South Valley Winter 
Market. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Cottage Grove Armory, 
628 E. Washington Ave. 
More than 30 vendors offer 
a wide variety of locally 
grown and produced foods, 
handcrafted goods, art, and 
gifts. The event includes 
activities for children and 

live music. The Market’s 
food equity programs con-
tinue for SNAP shoppers.

Christmas Market at 
the Cottage Grove Public 
Market. 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
926 E. Main St. Enjoy 
food, beverages, gifts and 
sweets offered among guest 
vendors. Market operating 
hours: 8 a.m.-8 p.m.

Bohemia Gold Mining 
Museum Open. 1-4 p.m. 
308 S. 10th St.

Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H Street

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

Coast Fork Holiday 
Celebration with Perfect 
Flavor and Friends. 6-9 

p.m. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St.

Cottage Theatre Play: 
Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. Curtain Times: 
7:30 p.m. 700 Village Dr.

Tickets: Adults, $29 & 
Youth (18 & younger) $15. 
Info: Visit www.cottageth-
eatre.org or call the box 
office at 541.942.8001

Kegs of Comedy with 
Lynette Manning and 
THOR. 8-10 a.m. Axe and 
Fiddle. 657 E. Main St.

DEC 21 
Cottage Grove Museum 

Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H Street

Austin (Americana). 1-3 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St.

Cottage Grove Museum 
Open. 1-4 p.m. Corner 
Birch Avenue and H Street

Cottage Theatre Play: 
Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland. Curtain Time: 
2:30 p.m. 700 Village Dr. 
Tickets: Adults, $29 & 
Youth (18 & younger) $15. 
Info: Visit www.cottageth-
eatre.org or call the box 
office at 541.942.8001.

VFW Post 3473 Bingo. 
2-4 p.m. 3160 Hillside Dr.

South Valley Athletics 
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30 
p.m. Coast Fork Brewing. 
106 S. 6th St. Cards $1/ea. 
10 rounds.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage grove Sentinel
Cottage Grove Public Works Department’s Mike 
Cummings and Chad Reel placed the wreaths and 
garland along Main Street’s new light poles last 
week. There are 14 wreaths and 30 poles wrapped 
with garland, which were purchased off Amazon 
with a total cost of $2046.97, according to city of-
ficials. 
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(541) 942-0185  

123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

Visit smithlundmills.com for more information.

Why Pre-Plan?
Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those 

you love.
Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance 

to your family after your  death.
Pre-Planning allows you to control potential 

expenses of a funeral  and disposition.
Pre-Planning provides an advanced 

opportunity to assemble life data.

Jim Childers, a 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, and friend, 
passed away surrounded 
by family on November 
14th, 2025, after suffering 
a fall on October 30th.  
Born on November 
9th, 1937, in Ontario, 
California, Jim lived a 
remarkably adventurous 
and hardworking life.

Jim spent his formative 
years in Cottage Grove, 
where he graduated from Cottage Grove 
High School in 1956. High school brought 
not only education but also the beginning 
of his lifelong love story with Darla Hogate. 
The high school sweethearts married on 
February 17th, 1957, in Cottage Grove.  
Their 68 years married brought them 
their beloved daughters, Pamala Childers 
of Creswell and Pennie Evans (Tom) of 
Cottage Grove, as well as 5 grandchildren, 
and 8 great-grandchildren. 

Throughout his career, Jim was known 
for his strong work ethic and friendly 
disposition. A skilled truck driver, he 
contributed many years of service to 
Weyerhaeuser and Pope & Talbut in 
Oakridge. His entrepreneurial spirit later 
led him to build, own, and operate the Tap 

& Keg Tavern in Cottage 
Grove, a local gathering 
place that benefited 
from his generous and 
friendly nature.

Jim’s adventurous spirit 
took him all over the 
world; he was proud to 
have visited all 50 states 
and several countries 
overseas. His sense of 
adventure was matched 
by his love for the 
outdoors, with hunting 

and camping being favorite pastimes. 
Moreover, his athletic abilities were evident 
in all he did, and he was always the first to 
lend a helping hand to friends and strangers 
alike. Jim was also an active member of 
the Prospectors & GoldDiggers of Cottage 
Grove. Jim’s community involvement was 
often underscored by a warm smile and an 
open heart.

Jim is survived by his devoted spouse, Darla 
Childers; daughters Pamala Childers of 
Creswell and Pennie Evans (Tom) of Cottage 
Grove; his brother, Ronald Irvine of Cottage 
Grove; his five cherished grandchildren; and 
eight adored great-grandchildren. Jim is 
reunited in passing with his brother, Willis 
Childers.

Per his wishes, no services are planned. 

Jim Childers
November 9th, 1937 - November 14th, 2025

Jason Ray O’Bannon, 43 
of Cottage Grove, Oregon 
passed away December 3, 
2025. Arrangements are in 
the care of Smith-Lund-
Mills Funeral Chapel and 
Crematorium.

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

have the trademark “whoop-
ing” sound when coughing. 
For some, pertussis can be 
severe and result in a trip to 
the hospital, while others may 
experience mild symptoms and 
may not necessarily seek medi-
cal care while they still spread 
disease

Jennifer Gibbons, N.D., is 
a naturopathic pediatrician in 
Portland whose practice attracts 
many parents who are vaccine 
hesitant.

“When parents of my little 
patients also happen to be 
pregnant, they often tell me 
their own OBGYN has recom-
mended the Tdap vaccine, and 
they will ask me, ‘But do you 
think it’s right for me?’ The 
answer is always yes,” she said. 

“I can say, ‘I’ve seen whoop-
ing cough, and its truly awful 
for infants,’” Gibbons added. 
“Then I’ll explain how the vac-
cine merely adds to the suite of 
protective antibodies that the 
mother is already providing 
the baby through the placenta. 
I’m always exploring ways 
to change my language with 
patients to see if I can get 
them to look at it differently.”

Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

DEC 22 
CG Senior Center Bingo. 

12:30 p.m. Community 
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave. 
Senior center members only.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

DEC 23 
Ukulele Club (free for 

adults of all skill levels) 9 
a.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

Oregon Aviation Museum 
Open. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 2475 
Jim Wright Way.

Free Winter Break Movie: 
The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever. Cottage Grove Public 
Library. 3 p.m. 700 E. Gibbs 
Ave. Presented by Cottage 
Grove Public Library & 
South Valley Athletics

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Free Community Dinner. 
5:15-6:15 p.m. Seventh & 
Quincy Avenue. (Take-Out 
Only)

Trivia Night. 6-8 p.m. 
Coast Fork Brewing. 106 S. 
6th St. (Up to 7 players on 
a team)

Trivia, Chess and Games 
with Gerald. 6-8 p.m. (Up to 
7 trivia players on a team) 
Coast Fork Brewing. 106 S. 
6th St.

Dementia Support Group. 
6:30-7:30 p.m. Magnolia 
Gardens Senior Living. 
1425 Daugherty Ave. 

Provides assistance to navi-
gate through the dementia 
process with your loved one 
and connect you with other 
caregivers and spouses sup-
porting their loved ones.

DEC. 24
Oregon Aviation Museum 

Open. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 2475 
Jim Wright Way

Coast Fork Kiwanis Club. 
Noon. My Boys Pizza. 96 
N. Mill St. Creswell

Senior Center Pinochle 
Games. 1 p.m. Senior 
Center. 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

Legos for Kids. 2:30 
p.m. Cottage Grove Public 
Library, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

The Rotary Club of 
Cottage Grove. Networking 
time 5 p.m. Meeting begins 
at 5:30 p.m. El Tapatio 
Restaurant Banquet Room, 
725 E. Gibbs Ave.

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

Acoustic Jam with Gregg 
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast 
Fork Brewing. 106 S. 6th 
St.

DEC. 25 
Merry Christmas!
Cottage Grove Speedway 

Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

DEC. 26 
Free Winter Break Movie: 

The Bad Guys 2. Cottage 
Grove Public Library. 3 p.m. 
700 E. Gibbs Ave. Presented 
by Cottage Grove Public 
Library & South Valley 
Athletics

Cottage Grove Speedway 
Walking in a Winter 
Wonderland. 5-9 p.m. 2150 
N. Douglas St.

Friday Night Live. 6-9 
p.m. Saginaw Vineyard. 
80247 Delight Valley School 
Rd. 541.942.1364 Call for 
performer info.

SNAP benefit work rules 
now apply statewide

OREGON DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES

The United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) ended Oregon’s 
SNAP work-rule waivers in 
November 2025. Because of 
this, Oregon began apply-
ing the work rules statewide 
starting Dec. 1, 2025, expand-
ing from six counties to all 
counties. 

This change affects 
approximately 37,000 people 
in Oregon today, and the 
number of people impacted 
is expected to increase over 
time.

The Oregon Department 
of Human Services (ODHS) 
is here to help, if you have 
questions about these new 
work rules or think they may 
apply to you, contact ODHS 
right away.

The change is required 
by a new federal law passed 
on July 4, 2025, along with 
new guidance from the 
USDA. This means that 
work rules for some adults 
who get Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food benefits are 
now in effect across Oregon. 
These rules apply to people 
who have Able-Bodied 
Adult Without Dependents 
(ABAWD) status. ODHS 
has notified everyone who is 
affected by this change.

WHAT CHANGED
Oregon had previously 

waived ABAWD work 
requirements in 30 of 36 
counties and all Tribal lands 
because of limited job oppor-
tunities. These waivers were 
scheduled to last until Dec. 
31, 2025. USDA ended them 
earlier.

A recent federal law also 
changed who must follow 
ABAWD work rules. These 
rules now apply to:

• Adults ages 18–64
• Adults who do not have 

children under age 14 in their 
SNAP household

This is a change from the 
previous rules, which applied 
only to adults up to age 54 
and households without chil-
dren under age 18.

Some groups who were 
previously exempt now 

must meet work rules. This 
includes:

• Veterans
• People who were in fos-

ter care
People experiencing 

homelessness
New exemption added:
People who are enrolled 

members of a federally rec-
ognized Tribe, or who have 
a parent or grandparent who 
is, are exempt from ABAWD 
work rules.

People who live on the fol-
lowing waived Tribal Lands 
are also exempt from work 
rules, even if they are not 
an enrolled tribal member or 
descendant:

• Burns Paiute Tribe 
Reservation and off-Reserva-
tion Trust Land

• Coquille Indian Tribe 
Reservation and off-Reserva-
tion Trust Land

• Cow Creek Band of 
Umpqua Tribe of Indians 
Reservation

• Klamath Tribes 
Reservation

• Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians Reservation 
and off-Reservation Trust 
Land

A full list of exemptions 
is on the ODHS SNAP Work 
Rules website.

What people with ABAWD 
status must do

People with ABAWD sta-
tus who do not qualify for an 
exemption must:

Work or take part in 
approved work or training 
activities for at least 80 hours 
each month. The work can 
be paid or unpaid, including 
trading work for shelter.

If they do not meet the 
80-hour requirement:

They may only get SNAP 
benefits for three months 
in a three-year period (36 
months).

For example: If someone 
does not meet SNAP work 
requirements in January, 
February and March, they 
will lose food benefits begin-
ning in April. In Oregon, the 
current three-year period ends 
December 31, 2027. If their 
situation changes before then, 
like moving to a waived area 
or qualifying for an exemp-
tion, they may be able to get 
SNAP again.

What people should do 
now

People who think they may 
be affected should contact the 
ODHS ABAWD Unit as soon 
as possible:

• Phone: 1-833-947-1694
• Email: SNAP.

ABAWDTeam@odhsoha.
oregon.gov

The ABAWD unit can help 
people learn:

• If they qualify for an 
exemption

• If they are already meet-
ing the work rules

• If they should connect 
with the Oregon Employment 
Department (OED) to create a 
work or training plan to meet 
the work rules

ODHS and OED are work-
ing together to help SNAP 
recipients meet ABAWD 
work rules through job 
search, training and educa-
tion services. A referral 
from ODHS is required to 
participate in OED ABAWD 
services.

Courtesy photo
SNAP helps low-income households buy food. If 
you qualify, you get benefits that can be used to 
buy groceries at authorized stores. For more infor-
mation or to request SNAP replacement benefits, 
contact your local office or visit the Oregon SNAP 
benefit website or call 800-699-9075.

New Oregon veteran license 
plates to be available

Starting Jan. 1, 2026, veter-
ans in Oregon will be able to 
purchase veteran recognition 
plates for their motorcycles 
and mopeds. The new plates 
are a result of Senate Bill 
159.

Oregon Driver and Motor 
Vehicle Services (DMV) has 
offered veteran recognition 
plates for passenger vehicles 
since 2008 as a joint effort 
between Oregon Department 
of Transportation and Oregon 

Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs.

The new smaller plate 
features an American flag 
on a white background, a 
four-letter configuration and 
“VETERAN” on the bottom 
center. The same plate design 
will be used for both motor-
cycles and mopeds. Drivers 

receive one plate for the back 
of the vehicle and cannot add 
their own decal to the plate.

Fees for the new plate will 
be the standard plate fees or 
replacement plate fees for 
motorcycles or mopeds with 
an additional surcharge of 
$2.50 per plate per year. Net 

The new smaller plate features an American flag 
on a white background, a four-letter configuration 
and “VETERAN” on the bottom center. The same 
plate design will be used for both motorcycles and 
mopeds.
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Where do you stand on your 
holiday shopping?

Finished already

Real tree 100%

Fake tree 0%

Working on it

Haven’t started

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Will you be decorating a real 
Christmas tree or a fake tree 

this holiday season?

Weekly Online Poll Previous Poll Results

OREGON EMPLOYMENT

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Jeanna Petersen | 541-902-3529

jpetersen@countrymedia.net

CLASSIFIED LINE ADVERTISING
Amanda Boulware | 541-649-1616

cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Retail Display Ads | 12p.m. Wednesday

Classified Display Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Classified Line Ads | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

Public Notices | 5p.m. Wednesday prior

THE FIRST AMENDMENT
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
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Oregon lawmakers to grapple 
with economic confusion

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

In coming weeks, Oregon 
legislators will begin to con-
sider what adjustments should 
be made to the state’s two-year 
budget and revenue picture.

Much of the attention has 
gone to transportation fund-
ing, and the likely ballot issue 
which may alter it. But the 
economic and funding issues 
lurking in the coming year are 
broader.

Legislators will not find 
coping with the full range of 
what comes next an easy task.

The condition of Oregon’s 
economy right now isn’t easy 
even to describe, much less 
predict. Some of the usual 
sources of information aren’t 
as reliably available as usual. 
Much federal economic data 
was halted earlier this year due 
to some agency cutbacks and 
the recent government shut-
down. (Some resumptions of 
data flow are expected soon.)

The Oregon Economic 
Forecast released Nov. 19 
offers a heavily nuanced but 
partially optimistic take, sug-
gesting the state of the econ-
omy isn’t as bad as it might 
have been.

“Despite a stall in net job 
creation in the first half of the 
year, aggregate income gen-
eration has proven resilient, 
which is reflected in both per-
sonal and corporate income tax 
collections,” the report reads. 
“This is an important real-time 
signal suggesting the economy 
is not in recession at present. 
It is also a reflection of per-
sistent and elevated inflation, 
which lifts nominal activity 
and in turn tax revenues.”

The report specifically says 
that the general fund has reg-
istered an increase in projected 
revenue of $309.5 million, the 
bulk of which ($266.9 million) 
is projected to come from cor-
porate income taxes. 

Despite that, the report also 
said, “The projected ending 
balance as of June 30, 2027 
is a negative $63.1 million.” 
Many areas are stable or “soft-
ening,” including the cannabis 
sales which had expanded 
rapidly for several years after 
legalization but more recently 
has weakened.

That lopsided corporate con-
tribution also means income 
for almost everyone else has 
been stagnant or down. 

The most recent unemploy-
ment statistics, from August 
(another example of the data 
gap at work), put the Oregon 
jobless rate at 5%, eighth-
highest among the states and 
District of Columbia. 

The D.C. jobless rate was 
the highest in the nation, 
accounted for in large part by 
federal government job cuts. 
In Oregon too, federal job cuts 
were among the largest areas 
of job reductions, even while 
state government job additions 
roughly offset that. 

But the Oregon 
Employment Department also 
said that construction and 
manufacturing saw job losses 
in the last year even larger 
than those for the federal gov-
ernment — this at a time of 
relatively large construction in 
tech industry and residential 
projects.

The American economy has 
been described often this year 
as split between the artificial 
intelligence (AI) sector, and 

businesses servicing it, and 
everything else. Nearly all of 
the increase this year in the 
national stock market, and 
most of the national economic 
growth, has resulted from the 
massive trillion-dollar-level 
investment and spending 
related to AI. The “mag-
nificent seven” megacorpora-
tions — Alphabet, Amazon, 
Apple, Tesla, Meta Platforms, 
Microsoft, and NVIDIA — 
which account for the bulk 
of stock market advances are 
heavily involved in AI.

Oregon, through its strong 
position in housing the data 
centers on which AI develop-
ment relies, logically would be 
a beneficiary of some of this 
economic growth. To a limited 
degree it seems to be. 

A data center industry report 
from May noted that “eastern 
Oregon has emerged as a 
strategic haven for hyperscale 
development. From its abun-
dant green power and favor-
able climate to political sup-
port and low costs, this under-
the-radar region is shaping up 
to be the next great hyperscale 
frontier.”

But the story is mixed. 
Massive data center growth in 
places such as Boardman and 
Hillsboro so far mainly has 
resulted in one-and-out con-
struction work, with eventual 
employment likely to be small-
scale. (Construction, remem-
ber, has been shedding jobs 
in Oregon despite all the data 
center construction.) Tax dol-
lars (in line with the new state 
economics report) are likely to 
see some gains, but the centers 
are unlikely to transform local 
economies.

And the data centers also 
have generated some problems 
— boosts in electric power 
costs and water quality issues 
among them — which have 
negative economic effects. 
Some of those negative effects 
could create state issues which 
may lead to calls for state pro-
gram work and state spending. 

And, of course, all this 
doesn’t even factor in the 
already-hot issue of transpor-
tation funding, which seems 
likely to be upended by a new 
proposed ballot issue. 

Unpredictability isn’t some-
thing often measured by econ-
omists. But economics watcher 
John Tapogna recently had this 
to say about the coming envi-
ronment: “Many of Oregon’s 
systems—our schools, regu-
lations, land use rules and 
permitting processes — were 
built for a different time, to 
solve yesterday’s problems,” 
he said. “But the future has 
never looked less like the past 
than it does right now.”

Managing these many new 
and conflicting economic 
pieces will represent a huge 
challenge for the short legisla-
tive session upcoming. 

https://oregoncapitalchron-
icle.com/2025/12/04/oregon-
lawmakers-to-grapple-with-
economic-confusion/

Oregon Capital Chronicle 
is part of States Newsroom, a 
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) 
public charity. Oregon 
Capital Chronicle maintains 
editorial independence. 
Contact Editor Lynne Terry 
for questions: info@oregon-
capitalchronicle.com.

Oregon adds 3,300 jobs, 
unemployment at 5.2%

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Oregon Employment 
Department has released 
monthly employment and 
unemployment data for 
September 2025, after a sig-
nificant delay due to the fed-
eral government shutdown.

The data is important 
because it is a key indicator 
of the state’s economy.

Oregon’s unemployment 
rate was 5.2% in September 
and 5.0% in August, after 
increasing for much of the 
past two years from the recent 
low of 3.6% during spring 
2023. The U.S. unemploy-
ment rate was 4.3% in August 
and 4.4% in September.

In September, Oregon’s 
seasonally adjusted nonfarm 
payroll employment rose 
by 3,300 jobs, following a 
revised gain of 3,500 jobs in 
August. September’s gains 
were largest in health care 
and social assistance (+1,300 
jobs); construction (+700); 
and professional and business 
services (+700). Losses were 
largest in financial activities 
(-700 jobs).

Health care and social 
assistance continued its rapid 
expansion of the past several 
years, adding 11,400 jobs, 

or 3.7%, between September 
2024 and September 2025.

Construction employment 
was down slightly this sum-
mer compared with the two 
prior summers. September 
employment totaled 116,100 
jobs, which was 1,600 jobs, 
or 1.4%, below its level in 
September 2024.

Professional and busi-
ness services added 700 in 
September but lost jobs since 
early 2023. Since its peak of 
268,900 jobs in March 2023, 
it has declined to 253,700 
jobs in September (-15,200 
jobs, or 5.7%). Each of the 
three component industries 
trended downward since 
early 2023. Over the last 12 
months, cutbacks included: 
administrative and waste ser-
vices (-4,900 jobs or -4.8%); 
professional and technical ser-
vices (-2,300 jobs, or -2.1%); 
and management of compa-
nies and enterprises (-1,000 
jobs, or -2.0%).

Manufacturing slipped by 
200 jobs in September and 
is down 9,600 jobs, or 5.1%, 
since September 2024, with 
both durable goods manufac-
turing and nondurable goods 
manufacturing each down 
close to 5%.
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Who cares aboutWho cares about 
publicpublic  
notices?notices?  

Insert your logo and tagline here

You have the right to know what’s happening
in your community.

Public notices – information local governments are obligated to
provide citizens – are required to be published in local newspapers

to provide a public record that’s accessible to everyone.

Public notices keep you informed about your government.
But, Oregon legislators are trying to keep public notices

from appearing in local newspapers. This severely impacts
government transparency and, in turn, limits the public’s right

to hold them accountable for their actions.

Let your state legislators know that you value being able to
access notices in your newspaper and that they are worth

the investment.
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COTTAGE GROVE:

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTERCOTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin PruettLead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tvwww.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry availableFull Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 10:00am Services: 10:00am 

DELIGHT VALLEYDELIGHT VALLEY

Church of ChristChurch of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLYLIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11aWorship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages 
welcome)welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC 
CHURCHESCHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420541-942-3420
Father John J. BoyleFather John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 pmSaturday Vigil – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 10:30 amSunday – 10:30 am
For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation 
schedule see website OLPHCG.netschedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by 
appointmentappointment
St. Philip Benizi, CreswellSt. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 amSunday 8 am

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCHST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050 
Rev. Lawrence CrumbRev. Lawrence Crumb
“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”“Scripture, Tradition, Reason”
Worship: Sunday 10:30amWorship: Sunday 10:30am
All WelcomeAll Welcome

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCHCHURCH

820 South 10th Street820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213541-942-5213
Pastor:  James D. BoramPastor:  James D. Boram
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 amBible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCHTRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy6th and Quincy
541-942-2373541-942-2373
Pastor: John WesthaferPastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult Sunday School and Adult 
Education 9:15 a.m.Education 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Comm. Kitchen Free Meal 
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 
TLC GroupsTLC Groups
tlccg.comtlccg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCHUNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334  Washington  541-942-3033334  Washington  541-942-3033
Worship 10amWorship 10am
umcgrove.orgumcgrove.org

CRESWELL:
CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCHCHURCH
75 S 4th S • 541-895-341975 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth WheelerRev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15amAdult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 amSunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.orgwebsite www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH & WALKER UNION CHURCH & 
CEMETERYCEMETERY
32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800(541) 649-1800
Pastor: Randy WoodPastor: Randy Wood
Sunday Service at 11:00 AMSunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!Everyone is welcome!
Follow us on our Facebook page: Follow us on our Facebook page: 
WalkerChurchOregonWalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of If your congregation would like to be a part of 
this worship directory, contact us today!this worship directory, contact us today!

unique 128-year-old octago-
nal church and shared details 
of the specific design of each 
window and some back-
ground on the early Catholic 
families who paid for them.

Across town, families 
flocked to the Cottage Grove 
Speedway’s Walking in a 

Winter Wonderland attrac-
tion, featuring light tunnels, 
animated inflatables, pictures 
with Santa Claus, warming 
fire pits for S’mores, spe-
cialty desserts, holiday bever-
ages, and a hot chocolate bar 
with more than 20 toppings.

Together, the day’s many 
events marked a spirited kick-
off to the season, blending 
community tradition with new 

twists that delighted young 
and old, put some much 
needed cash in the pockets 
of many entrepreneurial 
vendors, and sent little ones 
home satisfied that Santa now 
knew what to bring them for 
Christmas.

Who We Are is a Sentinel 
feature highlighting people in 
our community.

and expenditures are falling 
short of projections. Miller 
emphasized the challenge of 
reconciling forward look-
ing estimates with real time 
shortfalls.

He assured the board: 
“We’re going to have some 
hard choices to make coming 
up but the kids will remain 

in the front of it as we do the 
work we have to do.”

IN OTHER BOARD 
BUSINESS

CGHS Cross Country 
Teams Honored: The board 
honored members of Cottage 
Grove High School’s boys 
and girls cross country 
teams and their coach Ricky 
Knudsen for their history 
making season. The boys fin-
ished third and the girls fin-
ished fourth – a first in school 
history for the Lions Cross 

Country Teams to both be on 
the podium at the state cham-
pionship games. Coach Ricky 
Knudsen credited the teams’ 
hard work and support for 
each other that brought home 
two trophies this season.

Formal recognition of 
retired CGHS Swim Coach 
Bud Taylor’s outstanding 
career. Alumni of the high 
school’s swimming program 
presented a proposal to cel-
ebrate the outstanding career 
of Bud Taylor, the legendary 

Cottage Grove High School 
Swim Coach by dedicating 
a mural or the swimming 
pool inside the Warren H. 
Daughtery Aquatic Center 
to honor Taylor. Preliminary 
costs are under $10,000 and 
will be funded by alumni and 
private donors. It was noted 
Coach Taylor’s health is 
declining and they are eager 
to honor him at the aquatic 
center with the completed 
project by next summer.

Annual State Report 
Cards Released: Scores for 
the district and individual 

schools is now available 
on the Oregon Department 

of Education (ODE) web-
site. The scores are based 
on 2024-25 information. 
Superintendent Todd Miller 
provided highlights of 
improvement reflected in the 
newly published scores.

District Visioning Process: 
Miller said it is critical to 
engage students, parents, 

teachers, staff, administrators, 
board and the community and 
gather their input on the dis-
trict’s identity and values. The 
process begins this month and 
concludes in March. 

Miller told the board, “My 
hope is that it goes on for a 
while because we want to 
hear from everyone. We will 
hold some events, and I will 
visit with community groups 
to gather this important infor-
mation. I’m very excited to 
get this going.”

Since the project started 
in February, we have held 
weekly drawings for one $500 
gift card and two $25 gift 
cards. Both the City and the 
Wildish crew have maintained 
diligent communication with 
businesses, taking their needs 
into account when planning 
construction activities.”

Neigh added that following 
initial controversy regarding 
a tree species selected by 
the landscape architect that 
sparked hearing community 
concerns, the city decided to 
select an alternative species.

There was also an unex-
pected underground discovery.

“During excavation on the 
north side of 6th Street, a 

16-foot heating oil tank was 
discovered approximately 
four feet below the sur-
face,” Neigh said. “The City 
immediately contacted the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) and hired BB 
& A Environmental to man-
age the removal and testing 
process. Once tests confirmed 
the area was free of con-
taminants, the tank was safely 
removed and transported 
by BB & A Environmental 
to a recycling facility for 
disposal.”

The Main Street project 
remains ahead of schedule 
and on budget, according to 
Neigh. 

See previous coverage and 
follow new developments 
online at cgsentinel.com and 
in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
This photo shows Main Street just before the revitalization project began in February.

proceeds of the surcharge 
go to the Oregon Veterans’ 
Homes Trust.

Veteran recognition plates 
are only issued to qualify-
ing veterans with proof of 
honorable military service. 
Historically, to qualify for a 
Veterans Recognition license 

plate, applicants must present 
a DD214/215 or WD AGO 
Form 53 as proof of veteran 
status. 

House Bill 2559, passed in 
2025, authorizes a Summary 
of Benefits Letter issued 
by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs as an addi-
tional acceptable proof of 
veteran status.

DMV will now accept the 
summary of benefits letter as 

stand-alone proof of veteran 
status to add the veteran des-
ignation to a driver’s license, 
permit or ID card, and for 
the following plates: service 
branch, blank, motorcycle/
moped and Vietnam Veterans 
of America. DMV will also 
accept a DD214/DD215 and 
WD AGO Form 53.

Learn more at Oregon 
DMV license plates.

Plates
From Page 4

www.cgsentinel.comwww.cgsentinel.com
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LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New 
or remodel, decks, siding, windows, 
doors, shops, fences. 541-913-1541 

ccb# 239015 

541-649-1616
109 

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
999 

PUBLIC NOTICES

700
MISC SERVICES

Dealers

Repair

AUTO ART BODY & PAINT
Uni-Body & Frame

Collision Repair
225 Davidson Ave. • 942-8522

Auto Body & Paint

Auto Dealers

Auto Insurance

COTTAGE GROVE 
CHEVROLET

Oldsmobile • Pontiac • Chevy Trucks

SALES & SERVICES
2775 Row River Rd

942-4415

FARMERS
INSURANCE GROUP

Jim Goodling • Mike Grant

330 Hwy 99 South, Ste C • 942-0165

Tires

HERB’S
AUTOMOTIVE
‘Expert Automotive Service 

Since 1980’
All work guaranteed!

926 E. Main 942-7528

Marvin Smith’s
Auto Repair

• Tune-Ups • Air Conditioning • Brakes • Fuel-Injection
Automotive Computerized Diagnostics

518 Hwy. 99 South • 942-7112

AUTOMOTIVE
SPECIALTIES

Transmissions
& Clutches

424 Hwy. 99 S. • 942-8022

VILLAGE GREEN 
CHEVRON
Automotive Repair,

Foreign & Domestic

670 Row River Rd. • 942-2131

JIM'S
TIRE FACTORY
Alignment • Brakes • Batteries

Shocks & Struts
302 Hwy 99 S.     942-3831

LES SCHWAB
TIRE CENTER
109 Hwy 99, Cottage Grove

942-4466

TAYLOR’S TOWING
& AUTO WRECKING 

78869 Thornton Ln.
Cottage Grove
942-4356

Auto Repair

Auto Repair Cont.

Brad’s

KENDALL
AUTO CENTER

• DODGE 
• CHRYSLER
• JEEP
• FORD 
• GMC
• HYUNDAI

2800 Row River Rd • Cottage Grove

942-5551

Auto WreckingSpaces 
available
as low as
$19/mo.

Become a Car Care
Directory Member!

GMC • Chervolet • Chevy Trucks
SALES & SERVICE

2775 Row River Rd • 541-942-4415

518 Hwy. 99 S. • 541-942-7112

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-

nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 

HBO Max and Premium Channels 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 

or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 

Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation. 
Includes children, custody, support, 
property and bills division. No court 
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks 

possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com legalalt@

msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 

Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-

9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind 

and visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure 
a generous tax credit for 2025. Call 

Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text 
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power 
Of 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call 
Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every 

Year On Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 

On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 
Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! Additional terms 

apply. Subject to change and vary 
by dealer. (Offer ends 9/30/25.) Call 

1-855-341-5268

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable 
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838 
to schedule a FREE inspection and no 

obligation estimate. Plus get 75% 
off installation and a bonus $250 dis-
count! Limited time only. Restrictions 
apply, see representative for warranty 

and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 

Family owned and operated for over 40 years! 
Licensed –Bonded –Insured • ccb #107081

Free Estimates –Transferable Warranties
541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.no1northwest.com

Quality Service & Installation • Repairs
Seamless 5” K-Style • Pre-painted Steel • Colors

Free Estimates • Gutter Protection Systems

541-729-9515
Licensed • Bonded • Insured • CCB# 169540

ROOFINGROOFING

W W W . J I M D O W N I N G R E A L T Y . C O M

Property Management Specialists
Honesty – Reliability – Integrity

Jim Downing, GRI – Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com • Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com • Cell: 541-556-6899

Off : 541-942-6077 • Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

PROPERTY MANAGEMENTPROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Specializing in Powerstrokes

• Complete Automotive Repair & Service
• A/C, Transmission    • Performance & Computer Diagnostics 
• ASE Certified Factory Ford Master Technician

80408 Delight Valley School Road • 942-2521

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
• Asbestos • LEAD Base Paint • Mold

Residential & Commercial
Serving the 

Willamette Valley 
for over 30 Years.

• Asbestos • LEAD • Mold 
Abatement & Inspections

(541) 995-6008 • atez@atezinc.com • CCB#64090

Available Now for 
inspection and 
abatement of: 

 
• Asbestos 

• LEAD Base Paint 

• Mold 
 

Residential & 
Commercial 

 
 

 
Serving the Willamette 

Valley for 29 years. 
● Asbestos  ● LEAD  ● Mold 

Abatement & Inspections 
(541) 995-6008  --  
atez@atezinc.com 

 
CCB#64090 

 

ABATEMENTABATEMENT

GALLERY OF SERVICES

CC
B#

19
35

86
.

541-942-8577

Free Estimates
24 HOUR  EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential & Commercial

HEATING & A/CHEATING & A/C REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
SUSAN BENNETT
Real Estate Broker
(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities 
through home ownership.

INSURANCEINSURANCE

Over 30 Years Experience

TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS SERVICE 

GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages today with 
a Generac Home Standby Generator. 

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 

1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a 

power move.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little 
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off 
or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional 

installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 

Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 

1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 

step process: Call, get cash offer and 
get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-

8679.
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999 
PUBLIC NOTICES

CGS25-193 IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE STATE OF OREGON FOR THE 
COUNTY OF LANE [Probate Department] 
In the Matter of the Estate of: RONALD I. 
PUPKE, Deceased. Case No. 25PB09582 
NOTICE TO INTERESTED PERSONS NOTICE 
IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned 
has been appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the above testate estate. All 
persons having claims against the said 
estate are required to present them to the 
undersigned Personal Representative at: 
Camee E. Southey c/o George L. Derr, At-
torney at Law, P.O. Box 2159, Eugene, Or-
egon 97402, within four months after the 
date of publication of this notice, or such 
claims may be barred. All persons whose 
rights may be affected by these probate 
proceedings are advised that additional 
information may be obtained from the 
records of the Lane County Probate Court, 
the Personal Representative, or the at-
torney for the Personal Representative. 
DATED and first published this 17th day of 
December 2025. /s/ Camee E. Southey Mi-
chael T. Kingsley Personal Representative

CGS25-194 TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF 
SALE TS NO.: 25-75768 Reference is made 
to that certain Deed of Trust (hereinafter 
referred as the Trust Deed) made by SA-
MANTHA MORRIS as Grantor to FIDELITY 
NATIONAL TITLE COMPANY OF OREGON, 
as trustee, in favor of Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc. (“MERS”), as 
designated nominee for CMG MORT-
GAGE, INC DBA CMG FINANCIAL, ben-
eficiary of the security instrument, its 
successors and assigns, as Beneficiary, 
dated 1/31/2020, recorded 2/3/2020, as 
Instrument No. 2020-005520, modified 
by Loan Modification Agreement record-
ed as Instrument number 2023-008943 
on 4/5/2023, in mortgage records of Lane 
County, Oregon covering the following 
described real property situated in said 
County and State, to-wit: LOT 5 AND THE 
WEST ONE-HALF OF LOT 6, BLOCK 2, ME-
ADE ADDITION, IN THE CITY OF COTTAGE 
GROVE, AS PLATTED AND RECORDED IN 
BOOK 13, PAGE 12, LANE COUNTY ORE-
GON PLAT RECORDS, IN LANE COUNTY, 
OREGON. The street address or other 

common designation, if any for the real 
property described above is purported to 
be: 1160 GEER AVE COTTAGE GROVE, OR-
EGON 97424 The Tax Assessor’s Account 
ID for the Real Property is purported to be: 
889962 / 20-03-28-13-03400 Both the 
beneficiary and the trustee, ZBS Law, LLP 
have elected to foreclose the above ref-
erenced Trust Deed and sell the said real 
property to satisfy the obligations secured 
by the Trust Deed and a Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell has been recorded 
pursuant to ORS 86.752(3). All right, title, 
and interest in the said described property 
which the grantors had, or had power to 
convey, at the time of execution of the Trust 
Deed, together with any interest the grant-
ors or their successors in interest acquired 
after execution of the Trust Deed shall be 
sold at public auction to the highest bid-
der for cash to satisfy the obligations se-
cured by the Trust Deed and the expenses 
of sale, including the compensation of the 
trustee as provided by law, and the reason-
able fees of trustee’s attorneys. The default 
for which the foreclosure is made is: The 
monthly installment of principal and in-
terest which became due on 4/1/2025, 
late charges, and all subsequent monthly 
installments of principal and interest. You 
are responsible to pay all payments and 
charges due under the terms and condi-
tions of the loan documents which come 
due subsequent to the date of this notice, 
including, but not limited to, foreclosure 
trustee fees and costs, advances and late 
charges. Furthermore, as a condition to 
bring your account in good standing, you 
must provide the undersigned with writ-
ten proof that you are not in default on any 
senior encumbrance and provide proof of 
insurance. Nothing in this notice should 
be construed as a waiver of any fees owing 
to the beneficiary under the deed of trust, 
pursuant to the terms and provisions of 
the loan documents. The amount required 
to cure the default in payments to date 
is calculated as follows: From: 4/1/2025 
Total of past due payments: $10,146.15 
Late Charges: $158.08 Additional charges 
(Taxes, Insurance, Corporate Advances, 
Other Fees): $2,299.00 Trustee’s Fees and 
Costs: $637.00 Total necessary to cure: 

$13,240.23 Please note the amounts stat-
ed herein are subject to confirmation and 
review and are likely to change during 
the next 30 days. Please contact the suc-
cessor trustee ZBS Law, LLP, to obtain a 
“reinstatement’ and or “payoff” quote 
prior to remitting funds. By reason of said 
default the beneficiary has declared all 
sums owing on the obligation secured 
by the Trust Deed due and payable. The 
amount required to discharge this lien in 
its entirety to date is: $228,158.84 Said 
sale shall be held at the hour of 10:00 AM 
on 2/27/2026 in accord with the standard 
of time established by ORS 187.110, and 
pursuant to ORS 86.771(7) shall occur at 
the following designated place: Inside 
the main lobby of the Lane County Court-
house, 125 E 8th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401 
Other than as shown of record, neither 
the said beneficiary nor the said trustee 
have any actual notice of any person hav-
ing or claiming to have any lien upon or 
interest in the real property hereinabove 
described subsequent to the interest of 
the trustee in the Trust Deed, or of any 
successor(s) in interest to the grantors or of 
any lessee or other person in possession of 
or occupying the property, except: NONE 
Notice is further given that any person 
named in ORS 86.778 has the right, at 
any time prior to five days before the date 
last set for sale, to have this foreclosure 
proceeding dismissed and the Trust Deed 
reinstated by payment to the beneficiary 
of the entire amount then due (other than 
such portion of the principal as would not 
then be due had no default occurred) and 
by curing any other default complained 
of herein that is capable of being cured 
by tendering the performance required 
under the obligation(s) of the Trust Deed, 
and in addition to paying said sums or 
tendering the performance necessary to 
cure the default, by paying all costs and 
expenses actually incurred in enforcing 
the obligation and Trust Deed, together 
with the trustee’s and attorney’s fees not 
exceeding the amounts provided by 
ORS 86.778. The mailing address of the 
trustee is: ZBS Law, LLP 5 Centerpointe 

Dr., Suite 400 Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
(503) 946-6558 In construing this no-
tice, the masculine gender includes the 
feminine and the neuter, the singular in-
cludes plural, the word “grantor” includes 
any successor in interest to the grantor 
as well as any other persons owing an 
obligation, the performance of which 
is secured by said trust deed, the words 
“trustee” and ‘ beneficiary” include their 
respective successors in interest, if any. 
Without limiting the trustee’s disclaimer 
of representations or warranties, Oregon 
law requires the trustee to state in this 
notice that some residential property sold 
at a trustee’s sale may have been used in 
manufacturing methamphetamines, the 
chemical components of which are known 
to be toxic. Prospective purchasers of res-
idential property should be aware of this 
potential danger before deciding to place 
a bid for this property at the trustee’s sale. 
Dated: 10/14/2025 ZBS Law, LLP By: Am-
ber L. Labrecque, Esq., OSB#094593 ZBS 
Law, LLP Authorized to sign on behalf of 
the trustee EPP 45529 Pub Dates 12/17, 
12/24, 12/31, 01/07/2026

CGS25-195 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that Brian Dubray has been appointed 
Personal Representative of the Estate of 
TIMOTHY DUBRAY, deceased, Lane Coun-
ty Circuit Court Case No. 25PB10153. All 
persons having claims against the estate 
are required to present them within four 
months from the date of the first publi-
cation of this Notice to the Personal Rep-
resentative at Willamette NW Law Firm, 
LLC, 735 W. 7th Ave, Eugene, OR 97402, 
or they may be barred. Any person whose 
rights may be affected by these proceed-
ings may obtain additional information 
from the records of the Court, the Person-
al Representative or from the Personal 
Representative’s attorney. DATED and 
published: 12/17/2025. /s/ Brian Dubray, 
Personal Representative

Public Notices/Legal Ads 
Continued on next page. 
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DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! Read all 

about it!

Call Amanda at 
541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net 

Cottage Grove 
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
6 months $65.00 

Monthly $10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news. 
There is something for everyone in the 

Cottage Grove Sentinel

entinel

New Patients Welcome • Anesthetic-Free Laser Dentistry • Same Day Crowns

Eugene 
401 E. 10th Ave. Suite 300

(541) 344-3333

Cottage Grove 
1551 E. Main Street 

(541) 942-8437

PUBLIC NOTICE/LEGAL 

CGS25-192 \emdash AMENDED \
emdash NOTICE OF NONJUDICIAL 
FORECLOSURE SALE Reference is made 
to that certain trust deed dated August 5, 
2021, and recorded on August 6, 2021 
at reception number 2021-051547 
of the Official Records of Lane County, 
Oregon, (the “Trust Deed”’). 1. George L. 
Derr, the successor trustee, hereby gives 
notice of default and election to sell, and 
notice of sale pursuant to the terms of 
said Trust Deed. The mailing address of 
the Successor Trustee is George L. Derr, 
P.C., P.O. Box 2159, Eugene, OR 97402, 
Tel: (541)-683-7473, Email: george@
gderrlaw.com. 2. The original Grantor of 
said Trust Deed is Jo Bond Principal, LLC, 
an Oregon limited liability company. The 
original and current Beneficiary is Corinne 
Bell. 3. The subject property is commonly 
known as 4040 Barger Drive, Eugene, OR 
97402 and is more particularly described, 
as follows: Lot 2, Block 1, ALEX -A PLAT, as 
platted and recorded in Book 70, Page 25, 
Lane County Oregon plat records, in the 
City of Eugene, County of Lane and State 
of Oregon. (hereinafter the “property”). 
4. The Grantor has defaulted under said 
Trust Deed in one or more of the following 

particulars: (a) by failing to make one or 
more payments of the indebtedness of 
a Promissory Note dated and secured 
by said Trust Deed, which payments 
are past due, (b) by failing to maintain 
insurance on the property as required 
by the Trust Deed, and (c) by failing to 
pay real property taxes when due. 5. As a 
result of Grantor’s default(s), Beneficiary 
declares all sums secured under said Trust 
Deed immediately due and payable. 6. 
The sum now owing on the obligation 
secured by the Trust Deed is a principal 
balance of $283,471.66, plus accrued 
interest in the sum of $9,350.68 as of 
December 2, 2025, plus interest continu-
ing to accrue at the rate of 4% per annum, 
plus accumulated late fees of $717.60 
(as of November 1, 2025), plus $200 
escrow collection close fee, plus $60.00 
escrow payoff quote fees, plus $61.00 
in postage, plus $494.50 for insurance 
required under the Trust Deed and paid 
for by the Beneficiary through December 
1, 2025, plus property taxes for 2024 in 
the principal amount of $2,514.54, plus 
accrued interest thereon in the amount 
of $324.10 as of December 1, 2025, plus 
accruing interest at the rate of 16% per 

annum on the $2,514.54 tax, until paid 
n full; plus property taxes for 2025 in the 
amount of $2,579.57 (as of December 
1, 2025) plus accruing interest thereon 
at the rate of 16% on the $2,579.57 
tax, until paid in full, plus the cost of the 
foreclosure guarantee title report $1,200, 
attorney’s fees in the amount of $1,000, 
plus any and all sums advanced and other 
fees and costs incurred by the Beneficiary 
pursuant to the terms of the Trust Deed 
and Promissory Note; together with any 
other sums due or that may become due 
under the Promissory Note or Trust Deed 
or by reason of this foreclosure and any 
further advances made by Beneficiary as 
allowed by the Promissory Note or Trust 
Deed. 7. The Beneficiary has declared a 
default, accelerated the debt and elected 
to sell the property secured by the Trust 
Deed to satisfy the obligation and defaults 
noted above. 8. The sale will be held on 
Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at 11:00 
a.m., at the main entrance to the Lane 
County Courthouse, 125 East 8th Avenue, 
Eugene, Oregon 97401, near the security 
station. 9. Pursuant to ORS 86.778, the 
Grantor, the Grantor’s successor in interest 
to all or any part of the trust deed prop-

erty, any Beneficiary under a subordinate 
Trust Deed, or any person having a sub-
ordinate lien or encumbrance of record 
on the trust deed property has the right 
to have this non-judicial sale proceed-
ing dismissed and the debt obligation 
and Trust Deed reinstated by payment 
of the entire amount due at the time of 
payment, in an amount to be determined 
at that time, other than such portion as 
would not then be due had no default 
occurred, together with costs, Trustee’s 
and attorney fees, and by curing all other 
defaults specified herein at any time 
that is not later than five (5) days before 
the date last set for the sale: January 28, 
2026 at 11:00 a.m. 10. The undersigned 
hereby certifies that no assignments of 
the Trust Deed by the Trustee or by the 
Beneficiary and no appointments of 
a Successor Trustee have been made, 
except as recorded in the records of the 
county in which the above-described real 
property is situated. Further, no action has 
been instituted to recover the debt, or any 
part thereof, now remaining secured by 
the Trust Deed, or if such action has been 
instituted, such action has been dismissed 
or rescinded except as permitted by ORS 

86.735(4) 11. Pursuant to Oregon Law, 
this sale will not be deemed final until 
the iTrustee’s deed has been issued by 
George L. Derr. If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, including if the Trustee is 
unable to convey title, the Purchaser at 
the sale shall be entitled only to a return 
of the monies paid to the Trustee. This 
shall be the Purchaser’s sole and exclusive 
remedy. The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the Trustee, the 
Beneficiary, the Beneficiary’s Agent, or the 
Beneficiary’s Attorney. 12. In construing 
this notice the singular includes the 
plural. The word “Grantor” includes any 
and all assigns or successors in interest 
to the named Grantor as well as any and 
all other person(s) owing an obligation, 
the performance of which is secured by 
the Trust Deed. The words “Trustee” and 
“Beneficiary” include their respective suc-
cessors in interest and all those person(s) 
claiming by or through them, if any, and 
all judgment creditors. Upon completion 
of the sale, the Beneficiary will treat the 
Trust Deed as foreclosed and terminate 
all recorded or unrecorded interests in 
the property subject to the Trust Deed, 
for all persons to whom notice is given 

pursuant ORS 86.740 and 86.750, and of 
any other person claiming by, through, or 
under such person(s), and their respective 
assigns and successors in interest. 13. 
Notice Regarding Potential Hazards. (This 
following notice is required for notices 
of sale sent on or after January 1, 2015): 
Without limiting the trustee ‘s disclaimer 
or representations or warranties, Oregon 
law requires the trustee to state in this 
notice that some residential property sold 
at a trustee ‘s sale may have been used 
in manufacturing methampheta-mines, 
the chemical components of which are 
known to be toxic. Prospective purchasers 
of residential property should be aware of 
this potential danger before deciding to 
place a bid for this property at the trustee’s 
sale. 14. IMPORTANT NOTICE TO TENANTS: 
Tenants of the subject real property have 
certain protections afforded to them 
under ORS 86. 774 and ORS 86.782 and 
possibly under federal law. SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE: George L. Derr P.O. Box 2159 
Eugene, OR 97402 Tel: (541) 915-8494 
Email: george@gderrlaw.com

Courtesy photo from runCGrun
One of the inaugural 
events to usher in the 
holiday season in Cot-
tage Grove is the 5K 
Jingle Rush walk/run 
organized by runCGrun. 
The Cottage Grove High 
School Key Club orga-
nized a kids’ dash prior 
to the main event that 
began and ended at the 
high school track and 
had a 3.1 - mile route 
that wound through 
neighborhoods. Or-
ganizers said the Dec. 
6 attendance records 
were broken with 225 
registrants and 209 
finishers.

Cottage Grove High School wrestling season underway
WILL LOHRE

Cottage Grove Sentinel

After getting the season 
started with home duals 
against North Eugene and 
Pleasant Hill on Dec. 3, 
both the boys and girls 
wrestling teams headed on 
the road for their first big 
competitions of the season.

For the boys, the first 
tournament signaled a trip 
to Bend for the Adrian Irwin 
Invitational Dec. 5-6. For 
the girls, the Lions trav-
eled to Salem for the Battle 
for the Capital. Both meets 
featured teams from around 
Oregon and served as the 
perfect testing grounds for 
the Lions’ claws in the early 
stage of the season.

Adrian Irwin Invitational
Bend Senior High School 

was the venue, and there 
were 15 teams in atten-
dance, including. The 
Lions finished ninth at the 

tournament with 95 team 
points.

Some of the top perfor-
mances came from Jayden 
Davis, Braxton Nowak, 
Ramon Munoz-Gonzales, 
and last but certainly not 
least, Jeffrey Conklin. 
Conklin turned in Cottage 
Grove’s performance of the 
tournament, winning the 
title at 138 pounds, beating 
five opponents, and pin-
ning his foe in the final for 
first place. That finish also 
earned his team 16 points.

Jayden Davis finished 
second in the 165-pound 
division, winning three 
matches before losing to 
Lucian Miller despite hold-
ing a 14-2 lead. Davis’ 
performance was worth 
12 points for the Lions. 
Nowak wrestled at 215 
pounds, and though he lost 
in his first match. Despite 
the early defeat, Nowak 

picked himself up and 
won back-to-back matches 
before ultimately losing and 
finishing fourth for seven 
points. Munoz-Gonzales 
was the final placer for 

Cottage Grove at the tour-
nament. The big fella was 
wrestling in the 285-pound 
division, and he finished 
in sixth place with one 

win and three losses at the 
tournament.

In addition to some great 
varsity wrestling, the Lions 
had some solid JV showings 
from the up-and-coming 
athletes. Finnegan Kent 
and Ben Miller won their 
brackets, and several others 
finished in the top three.

Battle for the Capital
In the state capital, 

Cottage Grove had plenty of 
competition to contend with, 
as there were more than 25 
teams in attendance. In a 
packed field, the Lions com-
peted their hearts out and 
finished 14th with 51 points.

On the varsity side, 
Boston Kent wrestled a 
fantastic meet, ending as 
the runner-up in the 140-
pound weight class. Kent 
beat three opponents en 
route to the finals before 
losing to Padience Harris in 
the title round. Emma Adair 

also managed to place for 
the team and placed fourth, 
going 5-2 and getting seven 
points. Taylor Blank put 
together an impressive 
showing as well, and she 
finished fifth with a 3-2 
record to earn five points.

On the JV side, Bailey 
Jones and Jaylee Tripp both 
took second, Bella Valencia 
fourth, Summer Bell fifth, 
and Olivia Basting sixth.

For a program just get-
ting the season rolling in a 
real way, it was a perfect 
appetizer for what will be a 
long and grueling season on 
the mats before the District 
Championships on Feb. 
20-21.

See competition results 
at OSAA.org and look for 
Cottage Grove High School 
sports features online at 
cgsentinel.com and in the 
Wednesday print editions of 
The Sentinel.

Courtesy photo
See competition results at OSAA.org and look for 
Cottage Grove High School sports features online 
at cgsentinel.com and in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

Holiday 
Run
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