Family
Affair

B Seepage3

Wednesday June 24, 2026 | 137 years

THE CoTT1AGE GROVE

Taylor
Honored

B Seepages

www.cgsentinel.com

/

-

Cottage
9 3 Grove
54 Wednesday,
June 24, 2026
Sunny

$2.00

When a heart stopped, a community stepped in

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

When Lane County earned
its designation as a HEARTsafe
Community, local fire and medical
leaders emphasized that the title
was not ceremonial. It was a com-
mitment, a promise that when a
person’s heart stops, this region is
prepared.

On the morning of February 21,
that promise was tested in the most
public and humbling way possible
during a volunteer work project at
Row River Nature Park.

That morning, members of the
Coast Fork Willamette Watershed
Council gathered for a habitat res-
toration work party, planting native
vegetation in the park. Among the
volunteers was 71-year-old Chris
Ellis. The group spent the morning
working side by side before paus-
ing to take a group photo, a simple
moment of camaraderie that turned,
in an instant, into a life or death
emergency.

As Ellis knelt in the front row,
he suddenly collapsed. Volunteers
quickly realized the severity of
the situation: he had no pulse and
wasn’t breathing. Two volunteers,
Bear and Cricket, had CPR training
and immediately began hands only
CPR, pushing hard and fast in the
center of his chest while another
volunteer called 911.

Ellis remembers none of it. “I
don’t remember exactly what hap-
pened,” he said in a phone interview
with The Sentinel.

“The last thing I recall was kneel-
ing down for the group photo. Then
I woke up at RiverBend where I
was told I had a cardiac arrest.” He
said the experience still feels sur-
real. “They are the reason I'm still
here and I'm very glad to be here. I
owe my life to them.”

Inside the dispatch center of the
Cottage Grove Police Department

(CGPD), Telecommunicator Shanice
Roselle answered the 911 call.
She alerted the patrol officers on
duty and notified the Central Lane
Dispatch Center in Eugene, which
handles South Lane Fire & Rescue’s
911 calls. Dispatchers are a critical
link in the HEARTsafe chain, pro-
viding real time coaching that keeps
CPR going until responders arrive.
CGPD Officer Joshua Israel
was the first to arrive on the scene
and began rotating CPR compres-
sions. Moments later Officers Ryan
Blalack and Quentin Buckland
arrived and Blalack assumed com-
mand. They deployed the automated
external defibrillator (AED) from a

Lok ahyen

patrol vehicle. Several years ago a
collaborative grant between South
Lane Fire & Rescue (SLF&R)
and CGPD placed the lifesav-
ing machines in local emergency
response vehicles. The small
machine did what it was supposed
to do — it delivered a shock that
helped restore Ellis’ pulse.
SLF&R paramedics on C Shift
soon arrived on the scene. Captain
Stephen Beach, Engineer Alex
Wales, Resident FF/EMT Jorge
Rodriguez and FF/EMT Eryn
Whisler transitioned Ellis into their
advanced cardiac care. After sta-
bilizing him they transported him
to the PeaceHealth Sacred Heart

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Chris Ellis right stands next to Cottage Grove Police Department Patrol Officer Quentin
Buckland holding the AED machine that saved Ellis’ life on Feb. 21.

Medical Center at RiverBend, home
of the PeaceHealth Oregon Heart

& Vascular Institute, the region’s
cardiac center. Because CPR was
started immediately — and because
an AED was used within minutes —
Ellis survived an event that is fatal
far too often.

At RiverBend, the cardiac receiv-
ing team completed the final link in
the HEARTsafe chain. Cardiologists,
nurses and critical care staff pro-
vided the advanced treatment that
stabilized Ellis and supported his
recovery in the days that followed.

See HEART Page 6

Oregon governor declares state
of emergency over wildfire threat

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

While Oregon’s first 2026
heatwave eased Tuesday,

June 16, heat and drought are
expected to worsen through the
summer and will heighten wild-
fire risks across Oregon, spur-
ring Gov. Tina Kotek to declare
a state of emergency.

Kotek made the declaration
Tuesday in an executive order,
which will make it easier for
local and state fire authorities to
access “all available resources”
including various firefighting
crews, aerial support, ground
resources, and emergency per-
sonnel to prevent and respond
to fires. The emergency will last
until the end of the year or the
end of the fire season, which
is expected to last through
October.

“Increasing heat, dry vegeta-
tion and shifting winds continue
to align and create dangerous
conditions that demand imme-
diate action,” Kotek said in
a statement. “Throughout the
summer, it will get hotter and
drier. Oregon has record-setting
low snowpack, and nearly

Matt Fisher of Umatilla Task Force / Northwest Interagency Coordination Center
A helicopter drops flame retardant on the Cow Valley Fire in
eastern Oregon on July 12, 2024. Scientists expect wildfires
to continue to intensify with climate change.

half of our counties are facing
persistent drought conditions.
On average, 70% of wildfires
in Oregon are human-caused.
Prevention starts with every
Oregonian — at home, at work
and out and about enjoying our
great state.”

Kotek also advised
Oregonians to sign up for the
statewide emergency alert
system OR-Alert, to have an
evacuation plan and to have an
emergency “go kit” ready.

Since March, Kotek has
declared drought 17 of Oregon’s
36 counties, mostly in southern

and eastern Oregon. More than
400 wildfires so far this year
have burned more than 8,000
acres, and several caused tem-
porary evacuations.

The declaration directs state
agencies and the National
Guard to collaborate on wild-
fire response and prevention by
sharing personnel, equipment
and resources. It also directs
those agencies and Guard troops
to meet requests coming from
the state’s primary fire agen-
cies — the Oregon Department
of Forestry and the State Fire
Marshal — and local and tribal
governments.

https://oregoncapitalchroni-
cle.com/briefs/oregon-governor-
declares-state-of-emergency-
over-wildfire-threat/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions:
info@oregoncapitalchronicle.
com.\

City talks
wildfire
preparedness
plan

Issues water
curtailment
advisories

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove City officials
have issued a Plan Today,
Protect Tomorrow advisory
concerning the summer-fall
wildfire season.

“Wildfire risks are rising,
and preparation has never been
more critical,” the officials state
in a release.

Fire officials have con-
sistently recommended that
property owners develop
defensible space to best protect
their homes and property from
wildfires.

The Oregon State Fire
Marshal’s Defensible Space
Program is designed to help
Oregonians protect their homes
and communities through
proactive, practical measures,
according to the release.
Defensible space is the buffer
you create between your busi-
ness or home and the grass,
trees, shrubs, or any wildland
area that surrounds it.

Proper defensible space can
slow or stop the spread of wild-
fire and help protect your home
or business.

You can find a Defensible
Space Assessment and
Checklist on the Oregon State
Fire Marshal’s webpage.

On June 15, the Oregon
Department of Forestry (ODF)
declared all of its districts were
in fire season. This means that
to reduce the risk of human-
caused wildfires, fire restric-
tions may be in place where
you live or at a destination you
plan to visit or recreate.

“Looking at the current
conditions and projections for
the summer, ODF is prepared
to have another busy fire
season,” Oregon Department
of Forestry’s Fire Protection
Division Chief Michael Curran
said. “Oregonians need to be
practicing wildfire prevention
and emergency preparedness
NOW.”

Now is the time to brush up
on your wildfire prevention
knowledge. Tips include:

* Know before you go.
Campfires may be banned
or only allowed in approved
campgrounds.

* Make sure your campfire is
cool to the touch before going
to sleep or leaving your site.
Don’t forget to Drown, Stir,
Repeat.

e Forests and fireworks don’t
mix. Private use of fireworks
is not allowed on forest land,
which includes all private lands
protected by ODF and all other
state and federal forest lands in
Oregon. Remember to check
any additional city and county
firework restrictions as well.

* Backyard debris burning
eitherrequires a burn per-
mit during fire season or is

See CITY Page 6
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We're always interested in hearing about news in our
community. Send us your news, photos, and videos
and let us know what's going on!

Email us your submission!
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found online at:

www.cgsentinel.com
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Alleged threats to

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove Police
officers were dispatched to
a report of a disturbance in
the 2100 block of Wilson
Avenue in Cottage Grove at
approximately 10:30 a.m.
June 4.

South Lane 9-1-1 received
multiple calls of a man con-
fronting individuals, yelling,
and threatening to kill them.

Officers arrived and talked
to the victims and witnesses
to the incident. They identi-
fied 58-year-old Brett W.
Sahs as the suspect.

According to the victims
they were hired by the

neighborhood homeowner’s
association (HOA) to per-
form lawn maintenance in
the neighborhood. They

had been working at Sahs’s
residence on Wilson Avenue
when Sahs allegedly con-
fronted them and threatened
them, a release from Cottage
Grove Police states.

“After they left the resi-
dence and were working at
another nearby residence
in the neighborhood, Sahs
again approached them and
continued to yell at them
and threaten to kill them,”
the release states. “He then
returned to his residence
where he called the property

management company for
his residence and reiterated
his threats to kill them. Sahs
stated he had a gun and was
going to shoot somebody.”
When officers attempted
contact with Sahs at his res-
idence he refused to come
out after being advised he
was under arrest. Due to the
nature of the threats, mutual
aid was requested and
personnel from the Lane
County Sheriff’s Office
and Oregon State Police
responded to the scene.
“During the incident an
officer with the Cottage
Grove Police Department
was able to make phone

kill leads to arrest

contact with Sahs. At about
12:45 p.m. Sahs agreed to
come out of the residence.
Once Sahs exited the
residence he was taken into
custody without further
incident,” the release states.

Sahs was transported to
the Lane County Jail where
he was booked and lodged
on the following charges:

¢ 2 Counts of Menacing

¢ | Count Disorderly
Conduct in the Second
Degree

“We would like to thank
the Lane County Sheriff’s
Office and the Oregon State
Police for their support in
bringing this incident to a

peaceful conclusion,” the
release states.

If anyone has any
information about this

investigation, they are
asked to call the Cottage
Grove Police Department at
541-942-9145.

The police blotter
relates to the public
record of incidents as
reported by law enforce-
ment agencies.

All individuals
arrested or charged with
a crime are presumed
innocent until proven
guilty. Information
printed is preliminary
and subject to change.

For specific details
about cases listed, con-
tact the appropriate law
enforcement agency.

COTTAGE GROVE
POLICE

MONDAY, JUNE 8

01:00: Wanted
subject, 1200 block
Gateway Blvd.

07:09: Suspicious
vehicle, 3000 block Row
River Rd.

07:12: Dog at large,
Grant/6th

08:43: Found dog,
1200 block River Rd.

09:22: Fraud, 700
block Row River Rd.

09:43: Suspicious
subject, M/Main

09:51: Suspicious
subject, 2000 block E.
Main St.

10:25: Suspicious
subject, 900 block Row
River Rd.

11:18: Motor vehicle
theft, 1000 block Adams
Ave.

12:31: Abandoned
vehicle, Harvey/16th

13:33: Fraud, 400
block Kalapuya Way

14:21: Agency assist,
1500 block Cottage
Heights Lp.

15:55: Theft, 900
block Row River Rd.

16:14: Found prop-
erty, 100 block S. 10th
St.

16:17: Suspicious
vehicle, Landess/
Gateway

23:18: Motor vehicle
crash, 77000 block Hwy
99

TUESDAY, JUNE 9
00:41: Disturbance,
100 block South S St.

POLICE BLOTTER

02:27: Suspicious
subject, 900 block
Grover Ave.

05:35: Abandoned
vehicle, 900 block Birch
Ave.

08:41: Shots fired,
31000 block Lynx
Hollow Rd.

09:39: Stolen vehicle
recovery, 1000 block
Adams Ave.

09:51: Trespass, 200
block S. 6th St.

10:56: Alarm, 78000
block Thornton Ln.

12:33: Suspicious
subject, 1500 block
Village Dr.

13:04: Warrant ser-
vice, 200 block N. 12th
St.

13:07: Harassment,
400 block E. Main St.

13:16: Disorderly
subject, 200 block N.
9th St.

13:52: Abandoned
vehicle, 100 block S.
10th St.

14:32: Motor vehicle
crash, 9th/Chadwick

15:08: Trespass,
32000 block Rachel Rd.

15:22: Theft, 10th/
Adams

15:52: Disorderly
subject, 500 block Grant
Ave.

16:23: Disturbance,
1100 block Lane Ct.

16:43: Hit and run,
900 block Row River
Rd.

19:18: Juvenile trou-
ble, 700 block South R
St.

20:58: Assault, 76000
block Mosby Creek Rd.
21:08: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block North

J St.

21:11: Agency assist,
900 block Row River
Rd.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10

05:52: Fire, 1300
block Harvey Ln.

09:18: Vicious dog,
900 block Row River
Rd.

11:46: Agency assist,
77000 block Hwy 99

12:33: Fraud, 900
block Ash Ave.

13:06: Barking dog,
100 block Riverwalk PI.

17:04: Trespass, 600
block N. 9th St.

17:14: Agency assist,
1800 block S. 11th St.
20:56: Suspicious

subject, Main/R

21:01: Theft, 200
block S. River Rd.

21:36: Suspicious
condition, 400 block
South 1st St.

22:15: Suspicious
vehicle, 1300 block S.
River Rd.

22:52: Warrant ser-
vice, 1500 block Hwy
99

23:09: Shots fired,
200 block N. 12th St.

23:23: Barking dog,
200 block N. 10th St.

23:30: Disorderly
subject, 800 block E.
Main St.

23:41: Assault, 1500
block E. Main St.

THURSDAY, JUNE 11

00:16: Suspicious
vehicle, 1300 block E.
Main St.

00:50: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main
St.

01:23: Trespass, 1300
block E. Jefferson Ave.

02:30: Disturbance,
33000 block Jenkins Rd.

07:22: Warrant ser-
vice, 200 block N. 12th
St.

08:11: Criminal mis-
chief, 100 block N. 8th
St.

08:16: Assault, 1300
block S. River Rd.

08:27: Alarm, 400
block S. 8th St.

09:56: Harassment,
800 block E. Main St.

10:14: Abandoned
vehicle, 16th/Main

11:34: Abandoned
vehicle, 1500 block Elm
Ave.

12:05: Assault, 1300
block S. River Rd.

13:55: Disturbance,
1300 block E. Jefferson
Ave.

14:08: Juvenile trou-
ble, 1300 block S. River
Rd.

14:37: Harassment,
1500 block Gateway
Blvd.

15:13: Mental sub-
ject, 800 block Gateway
Blvd.

15:19: Suspicious
subject, 100 block S.
10th St.

16:16: Drug activity,
1300 block Elm Ave.

16:48: Fire, 700 block
Row River Rd.

17:24: Juvenile trou-
ble, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

18:08: Hit and run,
600 block S. 14th St.

18:23: Theft, 900
block Row River Rd.

18:45: Fire, 1800
block N. Douglas Ave.

19:22: Abandoned
vehicle, 1000 block
Pennoyer Ave.

19:31: Theft, 2300
block E. Whiteaker Ave.

19:51: Repo, 1400
block Edison Ave.

23:23: Suspicious
condition, 500 block
Adams Ave.

FRIDAY, JUNE 12

00:01: Suspicious
condition, 1800 block N.
Douglas Ave.

00:59: Suspicious
condition, 78000 block
Hwy 99

02:14: Disturbance,
200 block Gateway
Blvd.

09:00: Harassment,
1100 block St. James Pl.

09:48: Suspicious
vehicle, Row River/
Gateway

09:55: Fraud, 1800
block S. 8th St.

10:27: Abandoned
vehicle, 800 block
Pierce Ave.

10:54: Death inves-
tigation, 1700 block E.
Washington Ave.

11:35: Harassment,
200 block N. 8th St.

13:14: Abandoned
vehicle, 100 block N.
16th St.

14:24: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main
St.

15:46: Burglary, 1100
block Hillside Dr.

16:09: Fire, 200 block
Gateway Blvd.

16:38: Hit and run,
100 block Gateway
Blvd.

16:50: Drug activity,
400 block Taylor Ave.

17:13: Theft, 1500
block Village Dr.

19:40: Juvenile
trouble, 1400 block E.
Madison Ave.

20:07: Reckless driv-
ing, R/Carnegie

20:53: Reckless driv-
ing, 6th/Cleveland

21:53: Assault, 400
block N. 9th St.

23:10: Suspicious
subject, 700 block E.
Gibbs Ave.

SATURDAY, JUNE 13

01:28: Disorderly
subject, 100 block S.
10th St.

06:14: Vicious dog,
100 block S. 5th St.

08:45: Suspicious
subject, M/Cottonwood

08:50: Fraud,
Kalapuya Way/Ct.

09:04: Criminal mis-
chief, 1100 block Birch
Ave.

09:47: Hit and run,
Main/Gateway

10:58: Suspicious
subject, 9th/Whiteaker

12:05: Wanted
subject, 1700 block
Belmont Ave.

14:08: Harassment,
1400 block S. 8th St.

15:38: Juvenile trou-
ble, 100 block Gateway
Blvd.

15:59: Fire, 31000
block Kenady Ln.

19:26: Warrant ser-
vice, 1700 block S. 5th
St.

20:11: Criminal mis-
chief, Riverwalk/99

20:39: Suspicious
vehicle, 600 block S.
5th St.

21:36: DUII, 900
block E. Main St.

23:39: Suspicious
vehicle, 2500 block
Hillside Dr.

SUNDAY, JUNE 14

11:50: Harassment,
100 block North I St.

12:45: Hit and run,
800 block W. Main St.

13:37: Suspicious
vehicle, Gibbs/7th

16:23: Alarm, 1400
block S. 8th St.

17:02: Animal info,
1000 block S. 6th St.

17:08: Warrant ser-
vice, 400 block E. Main
St.

19:51: Disorderly
subject, 300 block N.
Lane St.

21:51: Agency assist,
33000 block Row River
Rd.

Seach launched for missing elderly woman

Seach launched for
missing elderly woman

On June 17, the
Lane County Sheriff’s
Office (LCSO) learned

88-year-old Marjorie Ann
Gray was missing from
Lorane.

Gray was last seen on
June 12, at her residence

Marjorie Ann Gray is described as a white female
who is approximately 5’02 tall and weighs about
130 pounds. She has short gray hair and blue eyes

in the 27000 block of
Lorane Orchard Road.
Marjorie Ann Gray
is described as a white
female who is approxi-
mately 5’02 tall and
weighs about 130 pounds.
She has short gray hair
and blue eyes. It is
unknown what she was
last seen wearing. Her
vehicle is also missing. It
is a white in color 2003

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator
worldwide.

Get whole-home

power, automatically. " 1 ‘

Dodge Durango with
Oregon license plates
684-CVQ.

As of June 18, the
LCSO deputies and the
LCSO Sheriff Search and
Rescue volunteers contin-
ued to search the area.

Anyone with any
information about Gray’s
whereabouts are asked
to call LCSO dispatch at
541-682-4150.
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Call 877-557-1912 to schedule

your free quote today!

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

u Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

) TN

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

Tested and proven

gutter protection.

T

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-536-8838 rromecose:zss

*Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans
i lid for 1 year. See rey

offers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate val
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25% off

LeafFilter Gutter Protection

and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any other
ntative for full warranty details. AR 3669209265, AZ ROC

preser
344027, CA 1085796, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBCOS6678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHICH11225,

HIC164488, M| 262300331, 262300330,

262300329, 262300828, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24,

50145-23, NJ 13VHI3285000, NM 408693, NV 86890, OR 218294, PA PAIT9643, R| GC-41354, TN 1098, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2706169445,

VT 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV086912.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JUNE 24

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 3-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

e Senior Center Pinochle

Games. 1 p.m. Senior Center.

700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Chamber Concerts in the
Park: The Regulars (rock/
blues/country/originals)
Vendors 5:30 p.m. Concert
6:30-8 p.m.

* Acoustic Jam with Gregg
Biller. 6-7:30 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

e Concerts in the Park After
Party 8-9 p.m. Cottage Grove
Public Market.

* Sunfish. 8-10 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle.

* Elks Lodge Bingo. Early
Bird 6:30 p.m. Regular Games
7 p.m. Elks Lodge, 775 N.
River Rd.

e Calvary Chapel Vacation
Bible School (June 22-26).
6-8:30 p.m. (4 yrs-5th grade)

JUNE 25

* T.O.PS. Club. 9:30-11
a.m. Delight Valley Church of
Christ, Saginaw.

* Baby Laptime. 11:30 a.m.
CG Public Library.

* Teen Gaming. 4 p.m. CG
Public Library.

* Community Center Table
Tennis. 4-6 p.m. Community
Center, 700 E. Gibbs Ave.

* Bread Club. 5-7 p.m. CG
Public Market

¢ Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m. Calvary Chapel. 1447
Hwy 99N.

e Stone Hart (rock). 6-8
p.m. CG Public Market.

e Calvary Chapel Vacation
Bible School (June 22-26).
6-8:30 p.m. (4 yrs-5th grade)

* Open Mic Night with
Bradly and Urban. 7-8:30
p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

* Mount Saint Elias (folk/
rock). 8:30-10 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle.

JUNE 26

* Storytime. 11:30 a.m. CG
Public Library.

* American Legion Bingo.
5-7 p.m. American Legion
Post 32. 826 W. Main St.

* Elks Lodge Fish Fry
Dinner. A la cart prices vary.
5:30-7 p.m. 755 N. River Rd.

e Saginaw Vineyard Friday
Night Live. 6-9 p.m. 80247
Delight Valley School Rd.

o Last Friday Art Walk.
6-8 p.m. Historic Downtown
District and 6th Street
Businesses

City Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Main Street on Flag Day, June 14. Flags courtesy of
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the American Legion Post 32

e Jackson’s Pub Karaoke
Night with Jesse Hart. 6:30
p-m. CG Public Market.

* The Huckleberrys
(Americana/Country). 6:30—
9:30 p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

* Weekly Pool Tournament.
7 p.m. Bohemian Tavern. $5
entry; BCA rules.

* Max Minardi (folk/
Americana). 8-10 p.m. Axe
and Fiddle.

JUNE 27

e Share Fair, 9 a.m. 1133 E.
Main St.

* Yoga with Heather
Ralston. 9-10 a.m. CG Public
Market.

o Café Mam. Conservation
and Climate Change
Presentation. 10-11:30 a.m.
CG Public Market

* South Valley Farmers
Market. 10 a.m.—2 p.m. 7th
and Main Street.

* Cottage Grove Museum,
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and H
Street.

¢ Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 4-10 p.m. 740 Row
River Rd.

* Towse (indie folk). 6:30—
9:30 p.m. Coast Fork Brewery.

* AlAnon “Courage to
Change.” 7 p.m. Sinclair
Room. City Hall.

* Unicron (Weird Alt Rock).
8:30-10:30 p.m. Axe and
Fiddle. ($12 cover)

JUNE 28

* The Regulars (blues, coun-
try, rock). 1-3 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

¢ Cottage Grove Museum,
1-4 p.m. Birch Avenue and H
Street.

* VFW Bingo. 2-4 p.m.
VFW Post 3473. 3160 Hillside
Dr.

* South Valley Athletics
Bingo Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30
p.m. Coast Fork Brewing.
Cards $1/10 Rounds

* Cozmic Cowgirl-Jodi Jean
(alt folk/country). 6-8 p.m.
Axe and Fiddle.

JUNE 29

* Cottage Bowl Open
Bowling. 1-5:30 p.m. 740
Row River Rd.

* Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m. Cottage Grove
Community Center.

* Gardeners Meeting.
5:30-7 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

* Sequoia Rose (bluegrass).
8-10 p.m. Axe and Fiddle.

JUNE 30

e Ukulele Club (for adults)
9 a.m. CG Public Library.

* Bilingual Story Time. 5
p.m. CG Public Library.

e Trinity Lutheran Free
Take-Out Dinner. 5:15-6:15
p.m. 675 S. 7th St.

* Trivia & Games with
Gerald and Cribbage with
Ted. 6-8 p.m. Coast Fork
Brewing.

Sisters

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

A sister vacation cruise
to Hawaii sparked the idea
behind one of Cottage
Grove’s newest small
businesses.

During the trip Janet
Flake and Jewel Harrison
talked about what they
wanted for the next chapter
of life. When they returned
home the idea of open-
ing a vintage store rose
to the top. Flake loved
thrifting and shopping,
and Harrison’s daughter
Amber McMullen already
envisioned a coffee bar and
even had the name chosen.
The three of them moved
quickly to bring the idea
to life.

They soon spotted the
old retro style gas station
on South Sixth Street for
rent and acted immediately.
The building’s character fit
their vision for a vintage
and antique store. “Once
we met the owner, we
knew this was the place,”
Harrison said.

ALL IN THE FAMILY

Harrison is the old-
est of four siblings and
Flake is the youngest.
Their lives took them to
different states for many
years. When their mother’s
health required more atten-
tion, they both returned
to Oregon. Harrison
and McMullen live in
Eugene and Flake lives in
Roseburg. Cottage Grove
sits almost directly between
those towns and made it a
natural midpoint for both
families.

Returning to Oregon
to care for their elderly
mother reunited the sisters
after many years in differ-
ent states and brought their
families closer together,

launch

creating the foundation for
the new business, Bean
There Done That, they
would eventually build.

“Being close to her right
now means everything to
us,” Flake said.

They wanted the store
to feel warm and inviting
and designed open aisles
so customers with mobil-
ity needs could move
easily. They decorate for
every season and holiday
and enjoy creating a fresh
look throughout the year.
The aroma of fresh coffee
greets people as they walk
through the door and is
intended to simple and wel-
coming so customers can
grab a cup and browse.

A WARM WELCOME
AT THE DOOR

McMullen manages
the daily operations. She
handles ordering, design,
social media, event plan-
ning, marketing, booth
rentals, and accounting.
She greets customers with
her signature red lip smile
and enjoys hearing their
stories and sharing a laugh.
Harrison’s other daughter,
Autumn Grant, serves as
the store’s webmaster and
helps maintain their online
presence.

“I love hearing people’s
stories and sharing a
laugh,” McMullen said.
Her energy shapes the
store’s personality and
helps create a friendly
atmosphere.

Vendor spaces filled
quickly and the owners-
built friendships with many
of the artists and makers
who now sell their work
in the shop. Opening in
winter created challenges
because many people still
associated the building with

vintage shop and coffee bar

its past life as a gas station
and mechanic shop.

“Opening in winter made
it tough because people still
thought of the building as
a gas station,” McMullen
said. Word of mouth and
social media helped spread
the news, she said.

RENOVATION
AND COMMUNITY
SUPPORT

The renovation became
a team project. They spent
more than a month creating
the layout, decorating, and
remodeling the bathroom
which they encourage
customers to see. “You
have to see the bathroom,”
McMullen said with a
laugh. They credit the
Cottage Grove community
for steady support. City
Hall staff helped them nav-
igate the setup process and
local vendors welcomed
them into the business
community.

“Cottage Grove has been
amazing to us,” Harrison
said.

The store carries a wide
variety of items includ-
ing baked goods from Jo’s
Dough and The Carb Shop
Cookies, work from local
artists, vintage pieces,
antiques, handmade crafts,
jewelry, clothing, and
plants. They describe the
shop as a place where
everyone can find some-
thing that fits their style.

From this summer the
shop hosts a Pop Up
Market from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Tuesday through
Sunday. The seasonal
market features rotating
vendors and give shop-
pers more opportunities to
explore local goods.

A COFFEE BAR
WITH LOCAL FLAVOR

The coffee bar adds a
sense of home to the store.
They keep prices afford-
able with a 12-ounce cup
for $1.50 and a 16- ounce
cup for $2. They plan
to add iced coffee soon.
They serve Café Mam cof-
fee which comes from an
organic roaster in Eugene.
The owners enjoy work-
ing with the company and
praise the quality of the
coffee.

“We love working with
Café Mam because the
coffee is so good and

the company is local,”
Harrison said.

Their grand opening last
month brought sunshine,
vendors, regular custom-
ers, and new faces. They
spent the day celebrating,
meeting people, and build-
ing relationships they hope
will last.

LOOKING AHEAD

The three women hope
the community will con-
tinue supporting small
businesses so Bean There
Done That can thrive. They
want success not only for
themselves but for the

many small businesses rep-
resented by their vendors.
Their goal is to keep creat-
ing a place where people
feel welcome, discover
unique items, and enjoy a
cup of coffee while they
explore.

“We want this to be a
place where everyone feels
welcome,” Flake said.

Bean There Done That

409 S. 6th Street

Hours: Tuesday-Sunday,
10 am.to 5 p.m.

Phone: 541-521-9152

Website: www.beanthere-
donethatshop.com

Local Fiber

Internet

Built Here. Connected Here.

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFIN

Fast. Reliable.

DFN.NET | (541) 673-4242

et |
Courtesy photo
Four family entrepreneurs hosted a May 2 grand opening for Bean There
Done That, offering coffee, crafts and antiques. L-to-R: Jewel Harrison, Am-
ber McMullen, Autumn Grant and Janet Flake.

Check Availability Now
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OBITUARIES

Nichols Milbank “Nick”
Cutting was born on
October 4, 1935, in Los
Angeles, California. He
passed away on May 27,
2026, at the Good Samaritan
Regional Medical Center in
Corvallis, Oregon, of bone
cancer. He lived in Cottage
Grove from 1974 to 1982.

For the full obituary,
see https://www.
mchenryfuneralhome.
com/obituaries/nichols-
cutting/#!/Obituary

A celebration of life will
be held at the Albany
Golf & Event Center, 155

Nichols (Nick)
Milbank Cutting

October 4, 1935 - May 27,2026

NW Country Club Lane,
Albany, Oregon, on July
11 at 3:00 pm followed
by internment at the

San  Gabriel
cemetery.

(California)

DEATH
NOTICE

Nancy A. Martin, 70,
of Eugene, Oregon, passed
away on May 22, 2026.
Arrangements are in the care
of Sunset Hills Funeral Home,
Crematorium & Cemetery.

See all
obituaries
online at

cgsentinel.com

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to

el .

S,

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
+ a $200 restaurant

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-844-533-9173

Heritage
for th <‘Bhn

OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

ool of v FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

Why Pre-Plan?

Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those

you love.

Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance
to your family after your death.

Pre-Planning allows you to control potential
expenses of a funeral and disposition.

Pre-Planning provides an advanced

opportunity to assemble life data.

cYnut/, %Wl wf(

(541) 942-0185
123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

\Visit smithlundmills.com for more information. )

DON'T MISS OUT!
SUBSCRIBE NOW!

Education officials recommend repealing
compulsory school attendance rules

ALEX BAUMHARDT

Oregon Capital Chronicle

To improve school atten-
dance in a state with one of
the nation’s highest absen-
teeism rates, Oregon educa-
tion officials have presented
lawmakers with a plan to
repeal existing attendance
laws.

The high-level presenta-
tion and 20-page report pre-
sented to the Senate Interim
Education Committee June
16, described a strategy to
replace existing attendance
laws “rooted in compli-
ance” with new rules that
measure “attendance as a
performance growth indi-
cator.” It left lawmakers
with many more questions
than answers: State Sen.
Courtney Neron Misslin,
D-Wilsonville, almost
immediately requested a
follow-up meeting to get
more clarity.

Senate Bill 315 passed
during the 2025 legislative
session required the Oregon
Department of Education to
produce by May 31 a report
that outlined how districts
are handling attendance
policies, best practices for
recording and improving
student attendance and
statutory recommendations
that could apply in Oregon.
Lawmakers will take up any
recommendations during the
next legislative session in
2027.

Oregon schools have
among the highest absen-
teeism rates in the country,
state data shows, and it’s a
problem that has persisted
since students returned
to school following the
COVID pandemic nearly
five years ago.

Roughly one-third of
Oregon students in 2024
were considered chronically
absent, meaning they missed
17 or more school days
during the school year in a
state with one of the shortest
school years in the country.
About one-fifth of students
nationwide were chronically
absent in 2024, according
to the U.S. Department of
Education.

Repeal and replace

Among the recommen-
dations state education
officials offered are to
repeal 11 state statutes relat-
ing to compulsory school
attendance and to replace
them with statutes that
“would include compulsory
attendance requirements
and exemptions,” and also
outline the responsibilities
of guardians and school dis-
tricts when it comes to stu-
dent attendance. The report
described some state atten-
dance laws as “outdated”
and “duplicitive,” and said
some homeschooling regula-
tions are wrapped into atten-
dance laws.

The State Board of
Education would be tasked

THE COTTAGE GROVE

entinel

Cottage Grove
Subscription Rates:

Annually $90.00
> 6 months $65.00

'E)(TRA /| Monty$10.00

Subscribe and receive all the local news.
There is something for everyone in the
Cottage Grove Sentinel

(Call Amanda at

541-649-1616 or cgsentinelofficemanager@countrymedia.net

Rachel Alexander / Salem Reporter

An empty classroom in Salem. Oregon has some of the highest rates of stu-
dent absenteeism in the country, state data shows and among the shortest

school years.

with coming up with the
new statutes, and attendance
would be wrapped into
new legislatively mandated
accountability measures.
“Oregon’s current com-
pulsory attendance statutes
and rules are grounded in
compliance-oriented defini-
tions of attendance, static
thresholds, and enforcement
mechanisms. Maintaining
compulsory attendance stat-
utes rooted in compliance
creates tension with this
model, as they rely on fixed
definitions of absence and

to be in place in order to
really support students,” she
said. “What we aim to do
with this recommendation
beyond that compulsory
requirement is really to help
the district build a system
and build an approach that
allows us to support the stu-
dent needs, so that our stu-
dents would want to be in
the classroom consistently.”

State Sen. Janeen
Sollman, D-Hillsboro, asked
Castillo “what the teeth” of
the proposal would be.

“I think you can have that

enforce- level of
ment the ‘wrap
responses Fast Fact around
that create supports’
conflict The proposal from the — What
with atten- Oregon Department of supports
dance as Education would ‘shift from does this
a growth- enforcing attendance through Smde;lt
based prescribed sanctions; officials need?
measure- , What sup-
» explained.
ment, ports does
the report this fam-
reads. ily need? — but we also can

Notably absent is any rec-
ommendation for punitive
action or a framework for
accountability from students
or their families when a
student continues to miss
school. Lawmakers in 2021
repealed an Oregon law that
allowed schools to issue
truancy fines to parents or
guardians for a child’s ongo-
ing and unexcused absences
from school.

“This represents a shift
from enforcing attendance
through prescribed sanctions
to using attendance data
as a continuous signal for
improvement, support, and
system effectiveness,” the
education department rec-
ommendations read.

Candice Castillo, deputy
director of academics at the
state education department,
told lawmakers that some
students who continually
violate district attendance
policies will unenroll from
school or just stop showing
up, disappearing altogether.

“There’s all these barriers
and these challenges that
our students and communi-
ties are facing, and compul-
sory policies can be helpful
to some extent, but there is
a broader system that needs

hold students accountable,”
she said. “I sometimes
worry Oregon gets in its
own way when we remove
the accountability.”

Other attendance policy
recommendations

Education officials told
lawmakers that there are
major inconsistencies in
how districts record student
attendance, as well as how
they record the reasons why
a student is absent, making
it difficult to collect accu-
rate data on why so many
students in Oregon are not
going to school regularly.

The education department
would create 17 possible
codes districts could use
to record students not as
merely “excused” or “unex-
cused” but as “present” or
“absent.”

Under the new codes, a
student could be marked
“present” even if they are
out of school for a debate
tournament or sport, are
temporarily getting remote
instruction or are attending
a tribal education program
or event. A student would
be marked “absent” if they
are ill, working, can’t find
transportation to school or if
their situation is unknown.

We provide high quality
well and water pump services

D.JI.-I-‘ s Pump, Inc. is a .dm'.l’l, owned business

Cottage Grove & Creswell: 541-942-9635
Text: 541-954-7724

In their presentation,
state education officials
noted that merely record-
ing a student as “excused”
or “unexcused” lacks
clarifying information and
“places a value statement
on absences and contributes
to a misconception about
absences,” while record-
ing students as “present”
or “absent” provides more
context and “centers the loss
of instruction for any reason
and elevates root causes for
appropriate interventions.”

Education officials also
recommended studying and
revisiting Oregon’s 10-day
rule, under which students
are automatically unenrolled
if they miss 10 consecutive
days without an excuse. The
rule’s intended to ensure
districts are not double-
counting students who may
have moved between dis-
tricts, but it can create barri-
ers for students who eventu-
ally return to a school after
a prolonged absence and
require a school to resubmit
enrollment information to
get the student’s per-pupil
funding restored.

They also recommended
the state provide more
money for the agency’s
Every Day Matters program,
which currently has just two
full time employees, and to
fund a statewide information
and data collection system
so the education depart-
ment can more easily collect
attendance information from
schools and provide techni-
cal help.

The agenda for the three-
hour meeting included more
updates from education
officials on the legislatively
mandated accountability
metrics and the rollout of
Gov. Tina Kotek’s recent
executive stopping school
districts from cutting
instructional time to save
money.

“How does low instruc-
tional time and days con-
tribute to a culture of non-
attendance?” Sollman asked
Castillo.

Castillo acknowledged
Oregon’s short school year,
and research showing school
attendance is one of the
single most important indi-
cators of student success.

“While there’s always
benefits for our students to
have longer instructional
time, we also know that, as
we referenced earlier, it has
to be a cohesive and holistic
approach and system,” she
said. “Having additional
instructional time will be
important, but we’re also
creating the right conditions
for our students.”

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/06/17/state-edu-
cation-officials-recommend-
repealing-replacing-com-
pulsory-school-attendance-
rules/

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom,
a network of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne
Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear people of
the great State of
Oregon

Thank you so much for
responding to my letter to the
people of Oregon

I appreciate you sending
me a letter. My favorite item
was the letter you sent me
because it taught me many
new things about Oregon.
The most unique fact I
learned about Oregon was
the state gem is the Oregon
sunstone.

On My 21, our entire grade
displayed our floats at the
State fair. I’ve included a pic-
ture of my flat. [ hope I made
you proud!

I really appreciate that
you took the time to send me
items and information about
Oregon.

Sincerely,

Alexandra

The Langley SchoolLean,
Virginia

Remember How
You Voted

To the Voters of South
Lane County, Oregon: The
next time you or a member
of your family calls “911,.”
Remember how you voted
05-19-2026!

Paul F. Hughes Sr.
Cottage Grove

GUEST COLUMN

Hopetul for the future

TODD MILLER
Cottage Grove

Sentinel Guest Column

tudents of South Lane

School District have
finalized their graduation
requirements and proudly
earned their diplomas.

June 6 was a special day for
the students and for those who
supported them along the way.
As I learned more about this
group of graduates, I became
more and more hopeful for our
future.

The road to graduation is
a long one for students. Many
years of learning, growth,
struggle, challenge, social
pressures, insecurities and
early mornings of not wanting
to wake up. All these chal-
lenges can lead to moments
of doubt, but later, they can
produce perseverance and
strength. For everyone who
supported and encouraged
our graduates through these
challenges, we thank you.
They have learned, they
have reflected and they have
grown from their experience
at South Lane School District.

This group of graduates
can teach us all a powerful
lesson- proud accomplish-
ments don’t come easy. This
is a lesson for me, this is a
lesson for everyone who sup-
ports the youth of South Lane
and it should be a lesson for
all our students, all the way
down to elementary school
and pre-k. The road to gradu-
ation and beyond starts at the
youngest of age, and that we
all have a role in supporting
our students to this milestone,
through the good times and
the hard times. And when we
come together through the
hard times, we can come out
stronger on the other end, like
our graduates.

As we look ahead to the
20262027 school year, this
lesson is driving our focus as
a district. We know that the
journey to that graduation
stage doesn’t begin in high
school, it begins the moment

our youngest learners step
into our classrooms, onto
our buses, onto our fields
and stages and as they walk
through our halls.

To ensure every child in
South Lane has the support
they need to reach that finish
line, we are leaning into our
commitments to our students
and families:

* Aligning Community and
School Values and Vision: We
will kick off next school year
with a new district vision,
based on all the feedback
we received from parents,
students, community and staff
this year. This unified message
will help us align our work
within our schools from pre-k
through high school and help
ensure you feel like a true
partner in your child’s educa-
tion every step of the way.

* Integrating Systems:

We are intentionally review-
ing departments and pulling
our academic, behavioral,
and operational programs
together into one cohesive
system. When our schools or
programs operate as a uni-
fied team rather than isolated
pieces, we can see student
needs more clearly, share
resources faster, and ensure
that every student experiences
a continuous, unbroken chain
of support from Pre-K all the
way through graduation.

* Building Life and
Employability Skills: We will
further our work in embed-
ding these life skills (aligning
social-emotional learning
with Oregon Employability
Standards) into all we do. We
want our students to gradu-
ate not just with high aca-
demic knowledge, but with
the perseverance, emotional
resilience, critical thinking
and collaboration skills that
local employers and colleges
value, and that will support
our students throughout their
lives, past graduation. When
school connects to life, it has
greater meaning and stronger
engagement.

Weekly Online Poll

Do you have a wildfire
escape plan, and do you
practice that plan?

Yes
No

None of this growth
would be possible without the
dedication of the South Lane
School District staff. Our
educators, administrators, and
support staff pour their hearts
into their work daily, ensur-
ing that our schools remain
safe, welcoming, and high-
achieving environments for
every child.

As we look toward the
future, we acknowledge that
our district, like many across
the state, faces real budget
challenges. However, I want
to reassure you that these
challenges will not diminish
our core mission. We remain
committed to continual
improvement in three vital
areas: the academic growth
of our students, their social-
emotional well-being, and the
development of real-world
employability skills that pre-
pare them for the future.

While our students and
families should absolutely
take this upcoming break to
rest, recharge, and enjoy a
well-deserved summer, please
know that our work does not
pause. Throughout the sum-
mer months, our leadership
and staff will be hard at work
improving our district sys-
tems, cleaning and improving
our campuses, and refining
our instructional plans to
ensure a successful, seamless
return to school this fall.

The graduation we just
celebrated is proof of what
happens when a community
wraps around our students
and does not give up on
them. Thank you for your
continued partnership, your
resilience, and your dedica-
tion to the children of South
Lane. Together, we are build-
ing a brighter hopeful future,
one graduate at a time.

Have a wonderful, safe
summer break.

Todd Miller,
Superintendent
South Lane School District
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BMD 2026: Two parades,
three days of family fun

MATTHEW HEWLETT
Cottage Grove

Sentinel Guest Column

hat began for us as

a community rescue
effort in 2024 has grown
into a year round nonprofit
dedicated to preserving
Cottage Grove’s heritage and
strengthening local traditions.
The Bohemia Mining Days
Festival returns July 16-18
with expanded program-
ming, new partnerships and a
renewed commitment to cel-
ebrating the stories that have
shaped The Grove for gen-
erations. This year’s theme,
“Rivers, Rails & Reels,”
honors the intertwined history
of mining, waterways, rail-
roads and early filmmaking in
Cottage Grove.

BMD 2026, produced by
Spirit of Bohemia Mining
Days, offers something for all
ages with live music, food,
contests, heritage demonstra-
tions, vendors, two parades, a
kid zone and lots of memory
making family activities.

Thanks to new and return-
ing sponsorships, our BMD
2026 Production Team is hard
at work planning the 67th
annual festival. Our team
transforms Coiner Park into
“Bohemia City” for three full
days (Thursday—Saturday) of
food, fun, vendors and a wide
variety of entertainment all
ages will enjoy.

We continue our long
standing tradition of two
parades, one on each morn-
ing of our three day festival.
The Kiddie Parade returns
to its traditional downtown
route and steps off at 11 a.m.
Friday from the Community
Center (sign up at 10:30
a.m.) and is presented by
Affordable Auto/Captain
Hook Towing.

The Saturday morn-
ing Grand Miners Parade,
presented by Douglas Fast
Net, will follow a new route

Previous Poll Results

How connected are you to the

Cottage Grove community?

Very involved with local schools, politics, community matters 42.9%

Involved in specific groups, but not connected to most
community matters 14.3%

Not connected or involved as | could be 14.3%

My connections are only to family and friends here 28.6%

this year: Main Street from
Sth Street east to Gateway
Boulevard. With this year’s
“Rivers, Rails & Reels”
theme, we’re encourag-
ing parade entries to have
fun with western, railroad,
river, mining and early film
inspiration.

One of the things we’re
most excited about this
year is the return of the
Ore Cart Races presented
by Weyerhaeuser. Adam
Williams is back to lead the
charge, and if you’ve ever
seen these races, you know
they bring a whole different
kind of energy to the festival.
Teams push and load ore
carts in a fast paced, good
natured competition that gives
a playful nod to our mining
roots. We’ll also have kid
races between the adult heats
right in front of the Bohemia
Gold Mining Museum.

Families will find plenty to
do throughout all three days.
Thanks to S&K Inflatable
Rentals, we’ll have a whole
lineup of obstacle course
style inflatables this year.
Unlimited daily passes will
be available for $25, or folks
can choose a smaller option
with three tickets for $5. The
Ziply Fiber Kid Zone, Junior
Marshals Game, Gold Dash
Fun Run, Lil” Miss Bohemia
City, contests, performances
and hands on history activi-
ties all help make the festival
a place where kids can learn,
play and feel connected to
Cottage Grove’s story.

Living history continues
to be a big part of what
makes Bohemia Mining Days
special. Visitors can watch
blacksmithing, gold panning,
old engines, Native American
cultural education, mining
displays and historic storytell-
ing. These demonstrations
help bring the past to life in
a way that’s fun, memorable
and meaningful for all ages.

As Spirit of Bohemia
Mining Days grows as a
year round organization,
we’re continuing our work
in youth leadership, senior
outreach, school partnerships
and educational storytelling.
Keeping the festival free and
accessible is a core part of
our mission, and we couldn’t
do it without the support
of volunteers, sponsors and
community donor

Volunteers help with every-
thing from setup and cleanup
to contests, hospitality, infor-
mation booths and children’s
activities. Sponsorships and
donations help cover the real
costs of entertainment, infra-
structure, insurance, equip-
ment, signage and youth pro-
gramming. Monday, June 29,
is the deadline for business
owners to commit to hanging
an Old West—style custom
designed wooden business
card in Bohemia City. Every
contribution helps keep this
tradition strong.

Honestly, there is way too
much to tell you about every-
thing we have planned this
year in this column, so I hope
you’ll take a few minutes to
visit our website at www.
spiritofbmd.com for all the
details.

On our website you can
make a donation to help us
pay the bills, register for
the Saturday Grand Miners
Parade, sign up to volunteer
so the event runs smoothly
and efficiently, and even
learn how to build a racing
ore cart. We’re also working
hard to boost the Old West
Bohemia City vibe this year
and encourage everyone to
come in costume if you can.

We’ll keep adding updates
as we get closer, and we can’t
wait to celebrate with you
July 16-18.

Matthew Hewlett is the
Spirit of Bohemia Mining
Days Executive Director.

Quote of the Week

“Without facts, you can’t have
truth. Without truth, you can’t have
trust. Without these three, we have no
shared reality. Without a shared reality,
we can’t engage in civil discourse.
Without civil discourse, democracy is

in peril.”

Maria Ressa
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City

From Page 1

prohibited altogether.

If you burned earlier
this spring, go back and
check on your debris
burn site to make sure
nothing reignites due to
the heat.

* Don’t flick a ciga-
rette onto the ground. It
may be just enough to
start a fire.

* Don’t park or idle
over dried grass.

e Don’t drag tow
chains.

* Check local restric-
tions and fire danger
levels.

“Prevention is our
number one tool to
reduce property loss,
firefighting costs, and
risk to the lives of our
firefighters. We can’t
prevent lightning fires,
but we can prevent
human-caused fires,”
Curran said.

ODF protects over 16
million acres of private,

county, state, and federal

land in Oregon from
wildfire. Fire season
is declared at the local
level when conditions
reach a point where the
risk of a fire starting
and spreading becomes
clear. This year, the
Central Oregon district
was the first to declare
on May 8, and the
Northwest Oregon Area
was the last to declare
on June 15.

Water Conservation

Cottage Grove city
officials are also con-
cerned about the city’s
water supply. The City
of Cottage Grove’s
water currently comes
primarily from the Row
River, with additional
contributions from
Layng Creek.

Residents, fish, and
wildlife all depend on
this shared resource,

This illustration identifies defensible space.

so it’s essential that we
use our water wisely

to ensure there is
enough for everyone,”
the release advises.
“Because landscape
irrigation drives water
demand up during the
summer months, when
streamflows are at their
lowest, reducing outdoor
water use is especially
important”

The city has issued
the following water con-
servation tips:

¢ Adjust sprinkler
heads. Make sure your
sprinklers are pointed
low and avoid watering
the pavement.

e Water your lawn
only when necessary.
Most lawns only need
about one inch of water
per week to stay green.

You could also let your
lawn go a little brown
by watering less — it
will recover when the
rains return.

* Water early in the
morning or late at night.
Avoid the heat and
water your landscape
early in the morning or
late at night to mini-
mize water waste due to
evaporation.

Courtesy photo from the Oregon State Fire Marshal's Office

* Set mower blades
high. A taller lawn
shades the soil, help-
ing to retain moisture,
and has deeper, stronger
roots that are more tol-
erant of drought.

RESOURCES

¢ For more informa-
tion, contact the City
of Cottage Grove, at
541-942-5501.

¢ For more informa-
tion about how you can
help prevent wildfires,
visit keeporegongreen.
org.

e For more informa-
tion about water conser-
vation, visit the Outdoor
Water Conservation

page.

HEART

From Page 1

Their work closed the circle
that began with bystanders
in the park and continued
through dispatch, police and
fire personnel.

Ellis attended the June 8
City Council meeting where
the first responders and
CPR-trained bystanders were

1'S[
UL

COTTAGE GROVE:

honored. He said he is deeply
appreciative of the Watershed
Council volunteers who knew
what to do and to the Cottage
Grove police officers who
arrived within minutes.
Police Chief Cory Chase
read a proclamation dur-
ing the ceremony prais-
ing the responders’ “quick
response, teamwork and
decisive actions,” noting
that their conduct “embodies
our core values of service

through immediate lifesav-
ing response, empathy and
providing compassionate care
during a crisis, integrity in
their professional and coordi-
nated conduct and courage in
confronting a high stress, life
threatening situation without
hesitation.”

The ceremony also
honored the bystanders
who stepped in before the
uniforms arrived. JoAnna
Kamppi, representing Eugene

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541.767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
® “Scripture, Tradition, Reason”

All Welcome

CHURCH

Worship: Sunday 10:30am

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: James D. Boram
Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available

Services: 10:00am

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 o Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:
9am - Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

541-942-2373

Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
6th and Quincy

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

TLC Groups
tlecg.com

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033

Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY

467 S. 10th St. » 541-942-2612

CRESWELL:

Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a

Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages

welcome)

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC

CHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle
Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday - 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by

appointment

St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 am

CHURCH

CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN

755 4th S * 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

website www.creswellpres.org

WALKER UNION CHURCH &

CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR

(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

If your congregation would like to be a part of
this worship directory, contact us today!

Springfield HEARTsafe
program and Lane County
HEARTSsafe, spoke about
the importance of commu-
nity readiness. “Bystanders
make a difference,” she said.
“Every minute that CPR is
withheld from a victim of
cardiac arrest they have a
ten percent less chance of
survival. It takes everyone to
make it happen.”

Kamppi read a statement
from Bear and Cricket, the
two watershed council volun-
teers who performed CPR.

“To help save a life is a
humbling experience,” they
wrote. “Chris is the real star
here with his will to live and
recover, and he is the one
who deserves the spotlight
along with the trained pro-
fessionals who ensured his
survival. We are thankful

every day that we decided
to volunteer with the Coast
Fork Willamette Watershed
Council. We met Chris for
the first time that day. When
he collapsed, we were able
to help keep him alive until
police and EMT personnel
arrived. Bystanders with
training and experience can
be a vital link in the chain of
helpers that save lives every
day. We are humbly grate-
ful to have that training and
beyond grateful that we could
be of service to Chris.”

The HEARTSsafe designa-
tion requires communities
to meet benchmarks in CPR
training, AED placement,
emergency planning and pub-
lic education. Lane County
agencies have spent years
building that foundation —
teaching hands only CPR at

o sale

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

+ FREE Installation
of your new
Safe Step Stairlift

1-888-473-1933

i|lr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
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L] -{
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With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.

Atom X

Call 844-387-1163

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

el

v -
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—

i

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1,500 OFF

AENEEE *Incudes labor and produc; bathtub, shoveer or walkin ub and wall surround. This pro-
DEALER mofion cannot be combined with any other offer. Othe resricions may apply. Thi offer
expies 9/30/26. Each dealershi is independently owned and operated. ™ “Thrd party
financing i aveloble fo thase customers who qualify/Partcpaing dealers only. ee your
ALL
(I:IOW (844) 847-9778 dealer for details. ©2026 Bath Conepts ndusris.

PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 12 Months*

OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026

fairs and farmers markets,
mapping AED locations and
encouraging residents to
register devices through the
PulsePoint app.

PeaceHealth is a formal
partner in the HEARTsafe
initiative, working alongside
Eugene Springfield Fire to
strengthen the region’s car-
diac arrest response. Through
its cardiac care programs,
community education efforts
and support for public CPR
training, PeaceHealth helps
ensure that the final link
in the chain of survival
— advanced hospital care
— is strong and accessible.
RiverBend’s cardiac team is
the regional destination for
patients like Ellis, providing
the specialized treatment that
completes the HEARTsafe
continuum from bystander
action to hospital recovery.

Ellis said his recovery has
been “slow but steady.” He
was released from RiverBend
in early March and continues
rehabilitation on Wednesdays.

“All my doctors are
impressed with my recovery,”
he said. He credits much of
that progress to his caregiver
and best friend, Hannah. “She
did a lot to bring me back,”
Ellis said. “She was marvel-
ous in caring for me for the
first two months after I got
home.”

Ellis grew up in the San
Bernardino area of California
and moved to Cottage Grove
in 2012 to be closer to his
parents. He said the support
he has received from the
community since February
has meant more to him than
he can express. “I'm very
glad to be here,” he said.
“And very grateful for the
people who helped save my
life.”

RESOURCES

* For HEARTsafe CPR
training or AED information,
residents can contact Eugene
Springfield Fire’s Community
Risk Reduction division at
541 682 7100 or visit eugene-
or.gov/HEARTsafe.

e For cardiac care educa-
tion and survivor resources,
PeaceHealth provides addi-
tional information at peace-
health.org/heart.
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LADD CONSTRUCTION, LLC New

or remodel, decks, siding, windows,

doors, shops, fences, 541-913-1541
ccb# 239015

Audien Hearing. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.

45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.

Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call Audien

1-844-387-1163.

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest
caniers. No long-term contract, no

hidden fees and activation is free. All

1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time, waiving

ALL installation costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by

dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaran-
teed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-536-8838
to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your

entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time

CGS26-137 NOTICETO IN-
TERESTED PERSONS: Probate
proceedings in the Estate of Ste-
fanie Ann LeMoigne, deceased,
are now pending in the Circuit
Courtfor Lane County, Oregon,
Case No. 26PB05026. Kristina
LeMoigne has been appointed as
personal representative of Dece-
dent. All persons having claims
against the Estate are required
to present them, in due form,
within four months after the date
of first publication of this Notice.
The date of first publication of
this Notice is June 24, 2026.

ROW RIVER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING AND ADOPTION OF BUDGET

CGS26-136

fiscal year.

Fiscal Year July 1, 2026— June 30, 2027

A meeting of the Budget Committee and Board of Commissioners will be held on Monday, June 30, 2026,
at 6:00 p.m. at the Row River Christian Church, 37553 Row River Road, Dorena, OR. The purpose of
this meeting is to discuss the approved Budget with the public, receive their comments, adopt the Budget,
and make appropriations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2026, and ending June 30, 2027, as
approved by the Row River Valley Water District’s Budget Committee.

A summary of the Budget is presented below. A copy of the Budget may be inspected or obtained by
sending a request to the Row River Valley Water District, P.O. Box 1, Dorena, OR 97434. This certifies
that the Budget was prepared on a basis of accounting consistent with that used during the preceding

- . Adopted Budget P d Budget
plans feature unlimited talk and text,  only. Restrictions apply, see representa-  Claims shall be presented to the 202051;232611 ¥ 25(2)2/0;0627 e
starting at just $20/month. For more tive for warranty and offer detas. personal representative at this General Fund:
information, call 1-855-504-6496. address: c/o Samantha K. Bunge, Personal Services $ 52,605.00 $ 52,605.00
Portable Oxygen ConcentratorMay Be i amette NV Law Firm, PC, 735 Materials & Services $ 70,400.00 $ 74,900.00
DIRECTVOVER INTERNET Getyour  Covered by Medicare! Redlaim indepen- Capital Outla $ 16,000.00 $ 20,000.00
L N, W. 7th Ave., Eugene, OR 97402, p Y Dot D0y
favorite lveTV, sportsandlocal chan-  dence and mobilty withthe compact oo/t 0 E Debt Repayment $ 27.047.00 $ 57,329.65
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE design and long-lasting battery of y may AP Total General Fund Appropriation: $166,052.00 $204,834.65
A whose rights may be affected by Total Unappropriated & Reserve Amt.: $  463.00 $  650.16
Package, 584.99/mofor 12 months Inogen One. Free information kit!Call -y, 515 ceedings may obtain T(I))gAIfBUDGET' ) $166,515.00 $205,484.81
HBO Max and Premium Channels 855-839-0752. d d't'p linf 9 i yf i - . ==
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package b p arvith ?ecolr(lj(;nci‘tli?eocr::;tlﬁf?e ?eTsonZl
or higher) No annual contract, no repare for power outages today witl \ - : ,
oher) aGenerac Home Standby Generator, _ representative, ortheiratiomey,  |Just Like Cats & 1Dogs by Dave 7. Phipps

hidden fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete preparation.
Includes children, custody, support,
property and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks

Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call
1-877-557-1912 today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It a
power move.

Repairing or replacing appliances and

Samantha K. Bunge, whose ad-
dressis listed above, and whose
telephone numberis (541) 246-
8752.06/24/26

/" CryptoQuote )

THIS CASE OF SUGAR-FREE, CARB-FREE
SODA YOU PICKED UP SHOULD LAST

AXYOLBAAXR
is LONGFELLOW

US...WELL, THE REST OF OUR LIVES. Yy

; ]

One letter stands for another, In this sample, & is used
for the three L 5, Xfor the two O's, 26, Single eiters,
aposrophes, the length and formation of the words ane all
hirs, Eact week the code letters are different.

possible. 503-772-5295. www. J ° )
paralegalatematives.com legalalt@ ~ Nomesystemslike heating and cooling JOSG LFRJ WOKQ OBBJOCI,
MSN.COM. c@an be costly. Ahome warranty plan

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veterans!
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! all
Veteran Car Donations at 1-866-695-
9265 today!

FreedomCare. Let your loved ones care
foryou and get paid!\~ Paid by Med-
icaid. Choose family or friends as your
paid caregiver. Check your eligibility
today! Call FreedomCare now! 1-855-
994-1589.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell your In1867, on Coney Island,
Get a break on your taxes! Donateyour  olq, busted or junk car with no hoops, New York, an immigrant
ar, truck, or SUV to assist the blind haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Pammmihiﬂ‘:,s FE]_:‘}:“‘?‘“
and visually impaired. Arrange aswift,  peddle. Easy three step process. Instant E:;E;un ,,Zn':}:]?r:: =
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call b Egch : . En]-gw his
agenerous tax credit for 2025. Call 1-855-980-4382. *Frankfurter sansages
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-844- without needing plates

533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text
and Data For Just $25/mo! The Power
0f 3 5G Networks, One Low Price! Call

Today and Get The Latest iPhone Every  sightseeing, entrance fees, a profes- | MORO0smes: upto 40,000~
Year On Us! 844-955-3417. sional Tour Director and select meals. \ ,.f hot dogs _,/ e COTTAGE GROVE CHEVROLET, INC.
Get DISH Satellite TV + Intemetifree  Foralimited time SAVE $250 onall \ i seh b
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-335-3689. o {i\!_ :‘L - GMC * Chervolet ¢ Chevy Trucke
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time wrww Saitmansciconsyisland.com SALES & SERVICE
UpTo $600In Gift Cards. Call Today! — _ J 2775 Row River Rd ¢ 541-942-4415
2002 Iy King Featunes Syndcale, nc

c@an help. Start saving and get 30% off
any plan today. Workmanship Guar-
antee included. Terms apply. Call Cinch
Home Services 1-855-907-9919.

The bathroom of your dreams in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off
or No Payments and No Interest for 18
months for customers who qualify. BC|
Bath & Shower. Many options avail-
able. Quality materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Gall Today! 1-844-847-9778.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 quided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours indlude accommodations,

transportation, baggage handling,

,g
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Aqua Lion alumni, community leaders
honor legendary coach Bud Taylor

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Generations of swimmers,
water polo players and com-
munity members filled the
Warren H. Daugherty Aquatic
Center Saturday afternoon,
June 13, to honor a man
whose influence inspired
Cottage Grove athletics for
more than six decades.

The South Lane School
District officially named
its lap pool the Coach Bud
Taylor Competition Pool,
unveiling a bronze plaque
at the entrance bearing
the inscription “Through
These Doors Have Walked
Champions,” a quote from
another local coaching legend
Wally “Chic” Ciochetti.

Taylor, now 84, took over
the local swim club in 1959
at age 19 and served as head
coach from 1966 to 1996, and
again in 2012. His program
produced district and state
champions, college scholar-
ship athletes and generations
of swimmers who carried his
lessons far beyond the lanes
of the pool. Alumni traveled
from across the country to
attend, many reuniting with
teammates they had not seen
in decades.

A WINNING
PARTNERSHIP

Inside the humid, echoing
pool building, championship
pennants lined the walls.
Taylor sat beside Sue, his
wife of 61 years. He accepted
the attention with quiet dis-
comfort and brightened when
a shared memory touched his
heart.

For decades, Bud and Sue
were the steady partnership
behind the storied Cottage
Grove High School (CGHS)
Aquatics Program—Bud
teaching discipline and
technique, Sue orchestrat-
ing the logistics that kept
the team moving, from tim-
ers to meals, lodging and
transportation.

When he addressed the
crowd, his voice carried the
familiar steadiness genera-
tions of swimmers remem-
ber. He credited Sue, the

homecoming queen and life-
guard he met at the pool, as
the cornerstone of everything
he built.

“My wife and I have been
married 61 years, and she
was absolutely the best, best
possible person in the world,”
Taylor told the crowd. “I tell
you, no one has had a better
life than I have.”

A POOL BUILT BY THE
COMMUNITY

Joyce Settlemeyer, rep-
resenting the Friends of
the Warren H. Daugherty
Aquatic Center, reminded
attendees that the pool itself
was born from community
determination.

“This legacy began by the
dedication of citizens who, in
the mid 1950s, went door to
door and collected money to
build this pool,” she said. She
noted that the Friends group
continues to advocate for
keeping the facility accessible
to all residents.

South Lane School District
Superintendent Todd Miller
told the approximately 90
attendees at the June 13 event
that the naming honors both
past achievement and future
inspiration.

“Not only did Coach
Taylor inspire a lot of people
who are here today,” Miller
said, “but hopefully this
inspires future generations
of swimmers and teams, not
just in the pool but in life as
well.”

Taylor insisted the cer-
emony include a remem-
brance of the swimmers and
coaches who have died, with
each name honored by a lotus
flower placed into the warm
water therapy pool and the
soft chime of a singing bowl.
Early aquatic center staff
member Ron Pupke and long-
time coach and teacher Wally
“Chic” Ciochetti were among
those remembered.

One speaker captured
Ciochetti’s influence simply:
“Every time I say his name or
think of him, I stand a little
straighter.”

Storyboards assembled by
local historian and archivist

Casey Woodard, a three time
state champion from 1978
to 1981, were set up on the
pool deck for the ceremony.
Drawn largely from Cottage
Grove Sentinel archives, they
traced the program back to
the 1950s. Additional displays
honored Dyrol Burleson, the
CGHS and Olympic middle
distance runner who remained
close friends with Taylor
since their youth.

A LEGACY THAT
ENDURES

The ceremony also ful-
filled a long held dream of
Taylor’s: formal recognition
of his boyhood hero, Dyrol
“Burley” Burleson. City
Councilor and local historian
Dana Merryday announced
that River Road, where
Burleson trained as a young
runner, has been officially
named the Dyrol Burleson
Trail. Burleson, a two time

Sports Illustrated cover
athlete and multiple world
record holder, was remem-
bered as a product of fierce
determination, goal setting
and the supportive environ-
ment of a small town.

WINNING THE
BATTLE OF THE BED

Former swimmer Pat
Russell, a retired Marine and
Naval Officer who has battled
terminal cancer since 2019,
described how Taylor called
him through years of treat-
ment, coaching him through
visualizations of his immune
system fighting the disease.

“To this day I receive a
phone call from Bud at least
weekly,” Russell said. He
tied it to Taylor’s signature
lesson: “Number one was
winning the battle of the bed,
learning to get up every day,
even when you do not want
to.”

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage grove Sentinel
From left to right, Former CGHS Coach Mike Dirksen, Coach Bud Taylor and Sue Taylor, address those
gathered at the celebration.

Longtime coach Bill
Kuzmer traced his own
career back to a moment in
1965 when his older brother
dropped him off at the pool
and told him he was joining
the swim team.

“Under the influence of the
swim program led by Bud
and Sue, I became a coach,”
Kuzmer said. “I do not know
how many coaches Bud has
produced, and those coaches
have produced, but it just
goes on and on.”

Bob Wiltse drew laughs
recalling his habitual late-
ness to morning practice,
then turned serious. “Bud
has helped a lot of kids turn
their lives around,” he said.
“While swimming is great
and the accomplishments are
nice, Bud became our life
coach.”

As former teammates
embraced, many knowing it

might be their last reunion,
the ceremony became a
testament to a coach whose
influence forged lifelong
friendships and shaped lives
far beyond the pool. As

the plaque now declares,
“through these doors have
walked champions”. On
Saturday, June 13, the cham-
pion of the day was Bud
Taylor.

The Coach Bud Taylor
Competition Pool is located
at the Warren H. Daugherty
Aquatic Center, 1440 South
8th St. The summer schedule
of open swims and classes
and fees are available at
www.slane k12.or.us/o/wdac.

The Sentinel gratefully
acknowledges the research
and archival contributions
of local historian Casey
Woodard in our coverage of
this event.

Lions baseball and softball home stretch

WILL LOHRE
Cottage Grove Sentinel

School’s out for summer!
With the break in full
swing, let’s take a moment

to see how baseball and
softball season wrapped up
for the Lions in late May.

Softball

A year after making the
state playoffs in 2025, the
Cottage Grove softball pro-
gram couldn’t replicate the
same results. It wasn’t for
lack of effort, though, and
there were plenty of high-
lights during the season.

Cottage Grove ended the
season with a 5-21 overall
record, finishing 2-10 in
the 4A Sky Em. Both of the
Lions’ wins came against
Marshfield on Apr. 21 and
Apr. 24.

The second win of their
series against the Pirates
was a barn burner, with the
Lions beating back a furious
comeback in the seventh
inning to earn a 14-13 win.
There were some phenome-
nal offensive displays during
the matchup, including from
some of the Lions’ beloved

seniors. Senior Jayda Bruner
teed off against the Pirates,
racking up five hits (includ-
ing a double), three RBIs,
and three runs scored. Also
on point against Marshfield
was Makya Alsup. Alsup
had three hits, with the
crown jewel being a two-run
homer in the top of the sixth
inning to put the Lions up
14-7.

While the Pirates scored
six runs to make a come-
back push, the Lions held
out thanks to a clutch
strikeout by sophomore Tori
Noffsinger. While that was
the final win of the season
for the Lions, another high-
light came at the start of
May.

In an effort to raise funds
and awareness for breast
cancer, the Lions hosted
a cancer-awareness game
during their doubleheader
against Marist Catholic on
May 1. According to the
Cottage Grove HS Softball
Facebook page, the team
raised $400 for the cause.
Before the game, there was
a “special cancer survivor
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first pitch,” followed by a
moment of silence.

It was a powerful
moment for the team and
showed their commit-
ment to giving back to the
community.

After Cottage Grove’s
win against Marshfield, the
wins were hard to come by.
The Lions lost 11 straight
contests to close the sea-
son, including nine league
games. Cottage Grove ended
the season as the #26 team
in OSAA’s 4A rankings and
fourth of the five teams in
the Sky Em League.
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To wrap up the season,
the Lions said goodbye to
the program’s five seniors,
Valerie Aura, Kadance
Crownover, Jayda Bruner,
Makya Alsup, and captain
Ava Johns.

Baseball

For the first time since
2023, the Lions won a game
in the Sky Em League!

Facing off with
Marshfield on Apr. 24, the
Lions beat the Pirates 11-7,
securing their first win in
the Sky Em in years. It was
the second game of a dou-
bleheader, and after losing
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12-2, the Lions were out for

redemption.

Playing away from home,
the Lions came out hot in
the first inning and held the
lead for the entire game.
Nolan Spear led off with a
walk for Cottage Grove, and
he was batted in by Colton
Cogburn shortly after. After
a bevy of errors and walks
loaded the bases and put
Cottage Grove up 4-0, Spear
stepped back up to the plate.
Spear sent a double into
center field, driving in three
runs and giving the Lions a
7-0 lead.

Spear and Cogburn
added a couple more
hits in the third inning,
each sending runners
home and bringing the
Lions to a command-
ing 10-3 lead, a perfect
answer to the Pirates’
three runs in the first
and second innings.
Cottage Grove would
add one more run in the
fifth for good measure
and keep the Pirates

at bay for the 11-7 win. It
was the program’s first Sky
Em victory since beating
Marshfield on Apr. 14 in
2023.

After beating the Pirates,
the Lions didn’t conjure
another win, losing three
game series against Marist
Catholic, Junction City, and
North Bend. Cottage Grove
finished the season with a
4-23 record overall, and a
1-11 mark in the Sky Em.

The Lions were a young
squad this season, with the
majority of the crew consist-
ing of sophomores, juniors,
and freshmen. While those
players will be the future
in coming seasons, Cottage
Grove will definitely miss
its four seniors, Felix
Garza, Elijah Cushman,
Evan Emmick, and Hunter
Rhodes.

While there’s plenty of
room to grow, getting back
to winning in the Sky Em
is something that the Lions
will hope to build on in
2027.



	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_001_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_002_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_003_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_004_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_005_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_006_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_007_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_062126_01_A_008_00_01_CC

