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Community celebration set for Main Street

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Cottage Grove city officials have
set the date for the Historic Main
Street Grand Opening. The event is
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 16

“This event is more than just
a ribbon-cutting ceremonys; it’s
a celebration of community and
the revitalization of our beautiful
downtown.,” the city officials state
in a release. “Come enjoy delicious
food, fun activities, exciting prizes,
and live music. Bring your family,
invite your friends, and be a part
of this exciting milestone for Main
Street.”

The City of Cottage Grove
received a $5 million federal grant
from the Economic Development
Administration through the
American Rescue Plan and with a
local contribution of $1.3 million,
began the project in February of last
year. The projected was completed
last December.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage Grove Sentinel

Main Street looking east just before two-
way traffic was reinstated in mid-December.

Jeremy C. Ruark / Cottage grove Sentinel
One of the new benches and a water foun-
tain along the new Main Street.

The Main Street Revitalization
Project in Cottage Grove’s Historic
District includes street repaving,
frontage improvements, and new
water and storm sewer utilities.
These improvements include new
sidewalk; new curb/gutter, pervi-
ous pavers in revised parking areas;
water main; water services; storm
sewer; storm sewer manholes; dou-
ble lamp poles; vehicular poles with
signals; pedestrian poles at cross-
walks; street trees; water fountains;

new pavement striping, and other
improvements such as fiber network
cable.

Cottage Grove Project
Coordinator Shauna Neigh.
said there are several key ben-
efits following the Main Street
Revitalization.

“A safer downtown with more
lighting and less tripping hazards.
The beautiful area will attract the
community to congregate, tourists

to visit and entrepreneurs to invest,”
she said.

In a published interview with The
Sentinel last December, Neigh said
a key focus throughout has been
supporting local businesses dur-
ing the construction phase, which
included partnering with the Cottage
Grove Area Chamber of Commerce
for the Pardon our Dust weekly gift
card drawing as a way to encourage
shoppers to visit the Main Street
businesses.

WHO WE ARE

“Both the city and the Wildish
crew have maintained diligent com-
munication with businesses, taking
their needs into account when plan-
ning construction activities,” Neigh
said in the December interview.

The project conducted by the
city’s contractor Wildish, was not
without its challenges. There was an
unexpected underground discovery.

“During excavation on the north
side of 6th Street, a 16-foot heating
oil tank was discovered approxi-
mately four feet below the surface,”
Neigh said. “The city immedi-
ately contacted the Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ) and
hired BB & A Environmental to
manage the removal and testing pro-
cess. Once tests confirmed the area
was free of contaminants, the tank
was safely removed and transported
by BB & A Environmental to a
recycling facility for disposal.”

An earlier pre-ceremony was con-
ducted Dec. 12, by city officials fol-
lowing the completion of the Main
Street revitalization.

Don Williams at 90: A Lifetime of Service to Cottage Grove

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel
Don Williams smiles during a surprise celebration of his
83rd birthday at a 2019 Cottage Grove Carousel Board meet-
ing at Cottage Grove City Hall.

Don Williams photographs
the Albany Carousel during
one of many research trips he
made to learn from their suc-
cess. A lifelong photographer
and videographer, he used
these visits to help guide Cot-
tage Grove's own successful
carousel restoration project.

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Friends and colleagues honor the
longtime Weyerhaeuser manager,
civic leader and volunteer who
helped shape the city’s modern era.

Don Williams, a longtime
Weyerhaeuser manager, volunteer
and nonprofit champion, celebrates
his 90th birthday on March 25
surrounded by family, friends and
the many organizations he helped
shape. Williams has spent more than

five decades strengthening Cottage
Grove through steady leadership,
civic service and a deep commit-
ment to community life.

EARLY LIFE

He was born in 1936 in Everett,
Washington, and launched his career
with Weyerhaeuser in 1954 as a
millworker apprentice, beginning
a path that eventually brought him
to Cottage Grove. In 1958, he mar-
ried Jean, the love of his life, and
together they raised two children.

Jean lost her battle with breast can-
cer nearly 20 years ago. When she
died, Don continued investing his
time and talents into the organiza-
tions they loved and supported.

In December 1975, Williams
transferred to the Cottage Grove
Weyerhaeuser Mill to serve as
Head Filer, where he oversaw chip
quality control. As the company
restructured, he took on broader
responsibilities. He advanced from
Area Superintendent to Department
Manager and supervised quality
control for more than 200 machine

centers. He eventually concluded
his Weyerhaeuser career as the
mill’s Health, Environmental &
Safety Manager, a role that reflected
both his technical expertise and his
steady leadership. Williams built a
reputation as a fair and principled
negotiator. Both management and
union leaders trusted him at the
bargaining table, and he helped
maintain stability during periods of
industry change.

COMMUNITY VOLUN-
TEER

As the mill’s community liaison,
Williams stepped into leadership
roles across Cottage Grove. He took
on multiple responsibilities within
the Cottage Grove Rotary Club and
is a Paul Harris Fellow. He served
many years on the Cottage Grove
Area Chamber of Commerce Board
of Directors, including twice as its
president. He and Jean volunteered
for numerous local nonprofits and
supported community projects for
decades.

COUNTY AND STATE
LEADERSHIP

Williams also represented Cottage
Grove at the county and state
level. In the mid 1990s, he chaired
the Lane County Community
Corrections Committee, which
later became the Public Safety
Coordinating Council. He advised

three Lane County sheriffs — Dave
Burks, Bob McMannus and Jan
Clements — and Sheriff Burks
appointed him as a citizen advi-
sor to the Oregon State Sheriffs’
Association. Williams also served
on the South Lane County Fire
& Rescue Board and participated
in the Oregon Fire Marshals
Association, where he contributed to
regional fire safety efforts.

CIVIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

His two terms as Chamber presi-
dent bookended some of Cottage
Grove’s most significant civic
improvements. When he returned
in 2013 to revive the Chamber’s
Tourism Committee, he led the
restoration of the donated vintage
carousel and helped create the
“Covered Bridge” Pilot’s Lounge
at the Cottage Grove Airport. The
Chamber honored him with both
its First Citizen Award and its
Distinguished Service Award.

Williams also strengthened com-
munication among local nonprofits.
In 2014, he convened nonprofit
and civic leaders to rebuild a presi-
dents’ council that could coordinate
information and support community
organizations. That effort created
T.E.A M.—Cottage Grove, which
continues to produce the weekly
Around the Grove News e newslet-
ter and remains a central hub for
community information.

See DON Page 6

Council reviews citizen complaints about long-term RV parking

“We are not turning a
blind eye nor are we
ignoring the problem,”
Cory Chase, Cottage
Grove Police Chief

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Cottage Grove City Council
is reviewing a growing number of
citizens’ complaints about recre-
ational vehicles, boats, trailers, and
other vehicles parked for extended
pe-riods on public streets.

The discussion at the council’s
Monday night March 9 regular pub-
lic meeting centered on an parking

code amendment that would shorten
the city’s current 72 hour parking
limit to 24 hours, a change city staff
said could help address neighbor-
hood concerns but would come

with significant legal and practical
challenges.

Chief of Police Cory Chase pre-
sented the staff report, noting that
both residents and elected officials
have raised concerns about long
term vehicle parking on city streets.
Staff evaluated several possible revi-
sions to Cottage Grove Municipal
Ordinance 10.20.050, which governs
how long vehicles may remain
parked in the public right of way.

Before recommending a path
forward, staff considered regulating
RVs, boats, and trailers differently
from other vehicles by shortening

their parking limits or prohibit-

ing them from parking on public
streets altogether. Chase said those
approaches were set aside because
of legal limitations, enforcement
impacts, and the burden they would
place on property owners.

Staff also reviewed the City of
Eugene’s model, which bans RV
parking near resi-dences and hotels
during overnight hours, but con-
cluded it would not address Cottage
Grove’s complaints and would be
difficult to implement in a smaller
city.

The amendment now under con-
sideration would reduce the maxi-
mum parking time from 72 hours
to 24 hours and require a vehicle
to move at least two blocks for at
least 24 hours before returning to its

original location. The proposal also
clarifies that inop-erable vehicles
may be treated as abandoned under
state law and subject to citation and
removal.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Public comment touched on
homelessness, public space impacts,
and long term RV parking. One
speaker raised concerns about
homeless activity in parks and near
the 12th Street Dusk to Dawn site,
while another, who is unhoused,
said he plans to file a tort claim
after losing personal property dur-
ing a city cleanup. Two additional
speakers focused on RVs parked
along North 16th Street near

Safeway and pressed for chang-es to
the parking code.

COUNCIL DISCUSSION

Chase told the council that police
and public works staff are already
devoting signifi-cant time to issues
related to homelessness, including
regular cleanups at the 12th Street
Dusk to Dawn site every two to
three weeks. He said the department
must con-tinually prioritize calls for
service and that staffing limits con-
strain what the city can re-alistically
enforce.

“We are not turning a blind eye
nor are we ignoring the problem,”
he said.

See COMPLAINTS Page 6
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Multiple law enforcement agencies arrest burglary, theft suspects

STAFF REPORT

at a residence in the 2200

“As deputies cleared

place, but not identifi-

Possession of a Stolen

was arrested for:

Country Media, Inc. block of 12th Street in the property, Sprinkle able to a specific case, Vehicle Theft in the 1st Degree
o Florence. attempted to flee on according to Wallace. o Parole Violation on an Burglary in the 2nd

* Three criminal suspects . The suspects were be- foot V‘,’,hlle armed with a Several individuals were original conviction of Degree
have been arrested in a lieved to be in involved knife,” LCSO Sgt. Tim detained in addition to Assault on a Public Criminal Mischief in the
multi-law enforcement in numerous burglaries Wallace said. “He was Sprinkle. After addi- Safety Officer 2nd Degree
agency nvestigation mnto and thefts in the west initially pursued by K9 tional investigation, three  +  Jackson County Cir- Kurt Dillon Eskild
Eurglag ies and thefts in Lane County area. Ripp, but encountered a suspects were arrested cuit Court warrant for 3;”:) ¢ lél(j)rrelzncse évaze:r’

ane County. * The West Lane district detective on perimeter and lodged at the Lane Driving with a Revoked rested for-

* The arrests were con- deputy authored the \évhq ncllﬁplgyed a (‘;as}fr. County Jail: Licenso e C e
ducted at 7 a.m. March search warrant based krlzrtl“ N p ropped the q Sprinkle was charged « Florence Municipal Coug as Oumf}’ %rcult
4, as’Lane County on his investigation. iife and was arresto " with: Court warrants for Reck- ourt warrant for Tres-
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) SRT was used for the without further incident. heft in the 1 I SO Kless] pass in the 2nd Degree
Special Response Team . « Durine th h. depu- Theft in the 1st Degree ess Drlvmg, Recklessly The Fl Poli

pee P service of the warrant during the search, depu Burelary in the 2nd Endangering Another e Florence Police
(SRT) deputies, detec- he pri ties and officers located urglary iy Department and Oregon
: as the primary suspect, Deoree Person, and Providing : . .
tives, the West Lane 35-vear-old J S stolen property con- g ’ . State Police assisted with
A year-old Jason Scott o RIS False Information to a . S
district deputy, Florence Sprinkle, of Florence, nected to several cases, Criminal Mischief in the Police Officer the investigation.
police officers, and an had attempted to flee and as well as additional 2nd Degree . Skevla A Ward
Oregon State trooper assaulted deputies in past construction materials Failure to Report as Sex cyla Alreann ward-

served a search warrant

contacts.

and tools that were out of

Courtesy photos
Law enforcement serving the search warrant at a residence in the 2200
block of 12th Street in Florence.

Offender

robe, 29, of Mapleton

A CLOSER LOOK

WEEKLY UPDATE

03!021’26 03/08/26

Total calls --- 331

The police blotter
relates to the public record
of incidents as reported by
law enforcement agencies.

All individuals arrested
or charged with a crime

POLICE BLOTTER

18:25: Welfare check,
1500 block Gateway Blvd.

18:49: Disturbance, 300
block S. 5th St.

19:13: Found dog, 900

block N. 12th St.

10:14: Suspicious condi-
tion, 400 block E. Main St.
10:54: Suspicious subject,
2000 block S. 8th St.
12:54: Barking dog, 900
block W. Main St.

15:50: Alarm, 100 block
Village Dr.

15:55: Suspicious subject,
100 block S. 10th St.

16:36: Assault, 1400 block

are presumed inno- block Row River Rd. o 1340 Hit and ram. 900 Daugherty Ave.
cent Wll‘il. proven guiZty- s 21:36: Suspicious vehicle, block Row River Rd. 16:40: Criminal mischief,
Information printed is 1100 block Hillside Dr. « 13:48: Fraud, 1000 block 100 block S. 17th St.

preliminary and subject to
change.

22:21: Agency assist, 800

W. Main St.

20:00: Trespass, 32000

e 14:11: Repo, 2100 block E.
For specific details block S. 6th St. Main St. b block Rolcklyn Ave.
about cases listed, con- MARCH 3  16:10: Trespass, 900 block 21:14: Disturbance, 700
tact the appropriate law e Row River Rd. block Hwy 99

enforcement agency.

01:31: Suicidal subject,
200 block S. 11th St.

16:46: Suspicious condi-
tion, 100 block North L St.

23:05: Disturbance, 200
block E. Jefferson Ave.

COTTAGE GROVE POLICE .59. e 20:26: Warrant service, 400 ]
. IW Clfare Cheﬁk’ block E. Main St. 23:37: Warrant service,
MARCH 2 1700 block E. Washington 22:08: Warrant service, 400 400 block E. Main St.

e (04:18: Repo, 1000 block
E. Madison Ave.

e (6:22: Stolen vehicle
recovery, 100 block E.
Harrison Ave.

Ave.

07:03: Agency assist, 900
block W. Main St.

08:07: Criminal mischief,
1300 block S. 8th St.

09:07: Fraud, 100 block

block E. Main St..

MARCH 5

01:38: Trespass, 1000
block E. Main St.

06:41: Welfare check,

MARCH 6
e (1:44: Disorderly subject,

Hwy 99/Lord

02:56: Alarm, 1200 block
E. Main St.

Courtesy Photo / Cottage Grove Sentinel

18:40: Assault, 100 block
S. 10th St.

18:49: Juvenile trouble,
100 block Gateway Blvd.

19:07: Disorderly subject,

block E. Harrison Ave.
11:55: Fire, 700 block
South R St.

11:06: Order violation,
100 block Sweet Ln.

e (06:58: Welfgre check, 800 Gateway Blvd. 1200 block Gateway Blvd. 03:01: Il}egal camping, 1300 block S. River Rd.

block E. Main St. . ) ] 12th/Main . .. . 13:02: Welfare check,

e 10:50: Hit and run, 800 o 08:09: Disorderly subject, . *  20:27: Suspicious condi- 1400 block E. Washi
e 08:53: Welfare check, 400 bl . 07:13: Agency assist, 800 tion. 700 block Hwy 99 ock E. Washington
X ock E. Whiteaker Ave. Hwy 99/Jefferson lock Ath ’ y A

block Quincy Ave. o 12:35: Disturbance, 300 e 08:13: Criminal mischief block S. 14th St. * 23:14: Order violation, Ve )
e 08:59: Abandoned vehicle, bl(;ck'No thK St ’ 1 060 El Lo derL ’ 09:02: Alarm, 2000 block 1000 block Adams Ave. 13:23: Motor vehicle

300 block Hwy 99 ' ock Ostrander L. South R St. crash, 1800 block W. Main
. 09:55: Menacing. 400 * 13:02: Welfare check, 100+ 09:57: Agency assist, Hwy o 10:25: Fraud, 400 block E.  MARCH 7 St.

=02 Vienacing, block N. 14th St. 99/Kenady Ln. Main St. .

block E. Main St.
e 10:47: Motor vehicle theft,

13:16: Hit and run, 1300

10:12: Abandoned vehicle,

10:48: Juvenile problem,

01:59: Criminal mischief,
500 block S. 5th St.

13:29: Trespass, 4th/Hayes
13:44: Hit and run, Os-

500 block E. Main St. block Bll'(.th fAve. o 100 blocl.< S. 10th St. ??Oll;l(;zlg RZW R(iverhl?(i. 02:27: Mental subject, 900 trander/Davis

e 11:18: Trespass, 100 block ) égozts)lo(é?;mﬂt? éstc'hlef, * ll)?oilz S]?lls;ltl;b; r.we, 100 506 biocka(n}r;)rl:teA\:;e. 1eie, block N. ].30}1%135 Sf . 15:51: Disturpance, 37000
N. 6th St. « 17:56: Juvenile problem v 1216 Theft. 800 block E 11:36: Suspicious subject, e 10:55: Criminal mischief, block Ro.w River Rd.

e 12:31: Warrant service, N. 1000 block Adams Ave. ’ Wﬁité aker A;/e. ' 1500 block Samuel Dr. 1300 block Pennoyer Ave. 16:42: Disturbance, 32000
River Rd/E. Main St. I 11:50: Juvenile trouble, o 11:44: Trespass, 1300 block Latham Rd.

o 13:03: Agency assist, IS é?oilzv{i‘f;ﬁeve ?'00 ’ élzoilf (i?:s:;“gi leO 900 block Row River Rd. block Elm Ave. 17:05: Juvenile trouble,
174 SB o ) 12:03: Fraud, 1700 block e 12:05: Barking dog, M/ 900 block Arthur Ave.

o 13:21: Illegal camping, MARCH 4 * 12:42: Animal info, 1500 Pritchett P1. Dogwood 18:40: Suicidal subject,

300 block Gateway Blvd.

00:58: Fire, Territorial

block E. Main St.

12:17: Disorderly subject,

19:25: Mental subject, 6th/

900 block E. Jefferson

o 15:46: Warrant service, Hwy/MP 42 * ;(2)0416)1 Dli(S(IiIrderlggsubject, 1200 blO.Ck Gateway Blvd. London Ave.
400 block E. Main St. . %4zli)4fizi£rsatud, 1700 block ock Hwy . 12:48: Disturbance, 76000 o 22:43: Tllegal camping, 19:05: Juvenile trouble,
: : * 14:08: Agency assist, 800 block London Rd. 1300 block E. Main St.. 1500 block E. Main St.

e 15:56: Trespass, 900 block
Row River Rd.

¢ 16:07: Abandoned vehicle,
100 block N. 16th St.

e 17:46: Menacing, 1300
block E. Main St.

e 18:17: Trespass, 1100
block Hwy 99

05:48: Suspicious condi-
tion, 900 block W. Main St.

07:00: Suspicious condi-
tion, 81000 block Mill Rd.

08:52: Warrant service,
1000 block E. Main St.

08:54: Hit and run, 1300
block S. River Rd.

09:34: Tllegal camping, 200

block S. 14th St.

14:44: Theft, 1500 block
E. Main St.

15:13: Abandoned vehicle,
100 block S. 16th St.

15:29: Found drugs, 100
block N. 6th St.

13:00: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.
14:07: Disturbance, 1500
block Samuel Dr.

15:19: Trespass, 2000
block S. 8th St.

15:47: Agency assist, 100
block E. Harrison Ave.

MARCH 8

01:44: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

08:39: Suspicious vehicle,
300 block S. River Rd.

09:05: Agency assist, 100

19:09: Warrant service,
400 block E. Main St.

19:50: Criminal mischief,
200 block N. 10th St.

20:32: Trespass, 2100
block Patrick Ct.

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 695-9265 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensation!

u Grand Alaskan

Cruise & Tour
12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN

e Xt § STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*
m Support Veteran Nonprofits. ol e
m Free Pickup & Towing. I\_/I?I'I:B(.)OK BY 3/31 | o BASED ON JUL 8, 2026

- DEPARTURE

u Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

CALL US: 1-866-335-3689

Call 1-877-392-5654 to order item 2692X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU84

*Only $34.99 (reg, $44:99) 9 shipping and handling per pack to
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxe

L _IC: H6YUS4

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees. b
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

s per customer.
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Lodging tax increase tacing local opposmon

JEREMY C. RUARK
Cottage Grove Sentinel

Oregon lawmakers have
voted to increase the state’s
lodging tax in order to help
fund wildlife conservation.

The tax increase passed the
state Senate on Wednesday,
March 4, in a 20-9 vote,

a week after approval in

the House. The measure is
expected to bring in roughly
$37 million per year by rais-
ing the state’s lodging tax
from 1.5% to 2.75%, accord-
ing to an Oregon Capital
Chronicle report.

Oregon is among many
states that have struggled to
find funding for vulnerable
species managed by state
wildlife agencies. Such agen-
cies get much of their rev-
enue from fishing and hunt-
ing license sales and have
focused much of their work
on traditional “game” species
such as deer and trout.

Climate change, habitat
loss and other factors have
increased the urgency for
states to take a broader
approach. Officials at the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife and similar
agencies in other states are
responsible for a wide array
of species, many of which are
struggling. But most agencies
have little funding for “non-
game” species.

The bill would support
programs to aid the more
than 300 species that wildlife
officials have identified as
needing conservation help,
through stewardship and by
limiting poaching and inva-
sive species. It also earned
some Republican support due
to a provision that will pro-
vide compensation for ranch-
ers whose livestock are killed
by wolves.

Some business and tourism
groups opposed the bill, argu-
ing it would hurt their indus-
tries. But backers noted that

Oregon’s overnlght lodging
tax still remains among the
lowest in the country.

LOCAL CONCERN

Before passage by the
Oregon Senate, the Oregon
State Chamber of Commerce
sent Senators the following
letter of opposition signed
by the association members,
including Cottage Grove
Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Georgia
Haskell, Eugene Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Brittany Quick-
Warner, Springfield Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Vonnie Mikkelsen,
and Florence Area Chamber
of Commerce Executive
Director Bettina Hannigan,
which reads in part:

“It is important to under-
stand that tourism is a traded
sector — it imports dollars
into our communities from
visitors — and for better or
worse, it has been a pillar of

local economic growth absent

the growth of traditional
traded sector industry.

Many businesses and jobs
are supported in our commu-
nities due to the well-func-
tioning and well-proven sys-

tem of tourism promotion and

investments that have served
our state and our communi-
ties for over two decades

— a system that will now be
significantly disrupted and
potentially degraded with the
passage of HB 4134 and HB
4148 in tandem.

To be clear: We need
visitors and customers on the
front end - not grants on the
back end.

In other words, we need
the TLT revenues dedicated
to tourism promotion to do
what they were intended to
do — promote our communi-
ties and drive visitor spend-
ing. No other use should be
considered for these dollars.

Jason Brandt, Oregon
Restaurant and Lodging

”

Courtesy photo from the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Bighorn sheep are among the threatened species
identified in the Oregon Department of Fish &
Wildlife's plan guiding conservation work. A new
lodging tax could help provide funding to carry

out that work.

Association CEO Jason
Brandt, in an interview with
KGW TV News, said the
increased lodging tax may
lead to more state agencies
seeking to draw funds from
the lodging tax.

The measure now goes to

Democratic Gov. Tina Kotek.

MARCH 18

* CG Library Hours: 11 am.~7
p.m.

* CG Library. Ukulele Club for
adults. 9 a.m.

* (G Library. Bilingual Story
Time. 5 p.m.

e Coast Fork Kiwanis Club.
Noon. Sol Azteca Mexican
Restaurant.

» Rotary Club of Cottage
Grove. Social 5 p.m. Meeting
5:30 p.m. El Tapatio.

* Elks Bingo. 5 p.m.

* Axe and Fiddle. Game Night
with Ayla. 6:30-10 p.m.

MARCH 19

* CG Library Hours: 11 a.m—-7
p.m.

* CG Library. Book Club. 4:30
p.m.

e Lions Club. Noon. Axe and
Fiddle.

*  Coast Fork Brewing. Bra-
dly Shepherd (Americana).
5:30-7:30 p.m.

e Chamber of Commerce Busi-

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Read the full Capital
Chronicle report at: https://
oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2026/03/06/repub/
oregon-lawmakers-increase-
lodging-tax-to-boost-wildlife-
Sfunding/ and follow develop-
ments online at cgsentinel.
com and in the Wednesday
print editions of The Sentinel.

ness After Hours. 5:30-7 p.m.

e German Table Conversation
Group. 5:30-7 p.m. Jack
Sprats.

e Bohemian Tavern. Karaoke
Night. 9 p.m —Close.

o Celebrate Recovery. 5:15
p.m.

e Axe and Fiddle. Billy and the

Box Kid (rock n bluegrass).
8-10 p.m. Cover $8

MARCH 20

e (G Library Hours: 10 am~6
p.m.
CG Library. Baby Laptime
birth to two years. 11:30 a.m.

¢ (G Library. Teen Gaming.
4 pam.

*  American Legion Post 32
Bingo. 5-7 p.m. 826 W. Main
St.
Coast Fork Brewing. LB and
Co. (country rock blues). 6-9
p.m.
Elks Lodge Steak Feed
Community Dinner. 5-6:30
p.m. CG Elks Lodge 775 N.
River Rd.

* Axe and Fiddle. Spencer Kil-
patrick and The Sand Gators
with special guest Rosemary
Walks (R and B psych blue-
grass). 8—10 p.m.

MARCH 21
CG Library Hours: 10 a.m.—4
p.m.

e ¢ (G Library. Storytime.
11:30 a.m.

o ¢ Coast Fork Brewing. Bek-
kah McAlvage (bluegrass
country folk). 6-9 p.m.

* ¢ Axe and Fiddle. The Winks
(pop punk rock). 8-10 p.m.

* ¢ AlAnon. 7 p.m. Sinclair
Room Cottage Grove City
Hall 400 East Main St.

MARCH 22

*  Coast Fork Brewing. The
Regulars (Americana).
1:30-3 p.m.

* South Valley Athletics Bingo
Fundraiser. 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Coast Fork Brewing.

VFW Post 3473 Bingo. 2—4
p.m

Local Fiber

Internet

Built Here. Connected Here.

Fast, reliable internet built for the way
Cottage Grove lives and connects.

DFIN

Fast. Reliable.

DFN.NET | (541) 673-4242

Check Availability Now

MARCH 23

e Community Sharing Food
Boxes Available. 1:30-6 p.m.

*  Coast Fork Brewing Garden-
ers Meeting. 5:30-7 p.m.

* CG Senior Center Bingo.
12:30 p.m.

MARCH 24

* CG Library Hours: 11 a.m-7
p.m.

* CG Library. Ukulele Club for
adults. 9 a.m.

* (G Library. Bilingual Story
Time. 5 p.m.

o Trinity Lutheran Church
Community Meal. 5:15-6:15
p.m. Seventh and Quincy
Ave. Free. Take out only.

*  Coast Fork Brewing. Trivia
and Games with Gerald. 6-8
p.m.

* Axe and Fiddle. Science Pub
with Watershed Council. 5-7
p.m.

Cindy Weeldreyer / Cottage Grove Sentinel ¥
A colorful sign of spring in Cottage Grove

JOIN

Reporter

The Cottage Grove Sentinel has an immediate opening for a
reporter to cover the news that matters to our communities.
Successful applicants will have an enthusiasm to cover
enterprise journalism, civic meetings, school news,
community events, and more. You'll be writing for multimedia
platforms including print, social media, and websites. If
writing is your passion, this is the job for you!

Positions can be full-time or part-time. We will also consider
applicants for freelance work.

We offer an above average wage with paid holidays, health
insurance, paid vacation, sick leave, and more!

Submit your resume and cover letter today to
Chief Executive, jwarren@countrymedia.net.

The
et Sentinel
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Deputies, offers teach, attend crisis intervention tralmng

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Lane County Regional
Crisis Intervention Team
is made up of coordina-
tors from the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office, the Eugene
Police Department, and
the Springfield Police
Department.

The team is assisted by a
steering committee made up
of stakeholders in the local
mental health community.

The Team hosted a
40-hour Crisis Intervention
Team (CIT) training in late
February at the Springfield
Police Department and
Hillview Baptist Church in
Springfield.

This regional training is
offered to local law enforce-
ment agencies in Lane
County.

The 31 attendees included
deputies, dispatchers, and
officers assigned to various
roles from the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office, Springfield
Police Department, Eugene
Police Department, Oakridge
Police Department, Cottage
Grove Police Department,
and Lane Transit District.

CIT Training consists
of classroom instruction to
educate participants about
mental health, addiction, de-
escalation, and alternatives to
incarceration.

The curriculum includes
specific lessons about local
resources and programs, com-
monly encountered mental
health conditions, tactical
communication strategies,
and presentations from com-
munity members with lived,
first-hand mental health
experiences, according to a

release from the Lane County
Sheriff’s Office (LCSO).

The training includes dis-
cussions specific to unique
community’s law enforce-
ment officers may encounter,
such as military veterans,
members of the LGBTQIA+
community, and developmen-
tally disabled individuals.
Near the end of the week of
training, attendees participate
in scenario training based off
of real situations. The train-
ing concludes with a segment

on officer resilience and men- g

tal wellness.

“This training provides
a solid foundation for local
law enforcement to call upon
when approaching persons in
crisis and to help community
members receive the best out-
come possible,” the release
states.

Courtesy from the LCSO

CIY instructors and attendees pose for a photo at the training session.

County assuming control of youth mobile crisis, stabilization services

Due to continued and
worsening budget constraints,
Lane County Behavioral
Health (LCBH) will assume
youth mobile crisis and
stabilization services previ-
ously provided by Riverview
Center for Growth effective
April 30, according to a
release from Lane County.

By absorbing these ser-
vices into the already existing
Mobile Crisis Services of
Lane County program, LCBH
can ensure Lane County
youth and families will con-
tinue to have access to life-
saving crisis and stabilization
services 7 days a week, the
release states.

“We thank Riverview for
their invaluable service to the

youth and families of Lane
County,” Lane County Health
and Human Services Director
Eve Gray said. “We make
this move due to the dwin-
dling availability of adequate
funding and while it is born
out of necessity, we are
confident the specific exper-
tise in youth crisis services
our LCBH providers and
responders have will allow
for uninterrupted service to
our community.”

LCBH has been provid-
ing mental health services to
children and adolescents for
over 50 years with a full staff
of providers who specialize
in this age group. The Child
& Adolescent program at
LCBH is one of four core

programs and is comprised of
14 staff and serves roughly
400 clients. Additionally,
thanks to the advent of
LCBH’s Mobile Crisis
Services of Lane County, the
primary provider of mobile
adult crisis services in Lane
County outside of Western
Lane, LCBH has responders
specifically trained to serve
youth through mobile crisis
response, the release states.
The current youth volume
averages to about 6-8 calls
per day and three in-person
calls for crisis response.
Lane County and Riverview
are currently engaged in a
transition plan which will
see LCBH having 7 days a
week coverage from 6 a.m

to 11 p.m. by the begin-
ning of April. Responders
for the overnight shift have
already been hired and once
two additional positions are
secured, the program will be
able to operate 24/7.

Once the current contract
expires with Riverview, they
will continue to provide men-
tal health services outside of
mobile crisis services.

“We are deeply proud
of the life-saving work our
crisis team has provided to
youth and families in Lane
County for more than 20
years,” Riverview Center for
Growth Executive Director
Meghan Melton said. “While
this transition marks the end
of our Youth Mobile Crisis

contract, Riverview remains
fully operational and com-
mitted to serving our com-
munity through our broader
continuum of programs and
services.”

LCBH is a division of
Lane County Health &
Human services and encom-
passes a broad array of ser-
vices and programs, including
Lane County Behavioral
Health Clinic, Lane County
Treatment Services, and
LaneCare. LCBH provides
outpatient behavioral health
services including therapy,
case management, medica-
tion management, and peer
support to adults, children,
and families residing in Lane
County.

LANE
COUNTY

OREGOMN

Courtesy photo
The current youth vol-
ume averages to about
6-8 calls per day and
three in-person calls
for crisis response.

Legislative action stabilizes

STAFF REPORT
Cottage Grove Sentinel

The Oregon Department
of Transportation (ODOT)
will avoid layoffs and deep
service cuts following the
passage of legislation that
addresses a $297 million bud-
get shortfall for the agency’s
maintenance and operations
work.

The action prevents lay-
offs and widespread service
reductions that would oth-
erwise have disrupted daily
travel and essential services.
Highway maintenance crews
will remain on the job, safety
and storm response opera-
tions will continue, and DMV
offices will remain open
to serve customers, ODOT
states in a release.

The legislation redirects
$218 million from existing
state transportation funds to
support operations and main-
tenance. As a result, some
programs will see impacts,
including delayed or reduced
grant funding for programs
such as Safe Routes to
School and Connect Oregon.
Safe Routes to School funds
projects that improve safety
for students walking and
biking to school. Connect
Oregon is a state grant pro-
gram that invests in aviation,
rail and marine projects.

“This legislative action
provides important short-
term stability for Oregon’s
transportation system,”
ODOT Interim Director Lisa
Sumption said. “It allows
us to avoid deep reductions
while continuing to focus
on providing the services
Oregonians rely on. At the
same time, redirecting exist-
ing funds from programs that

Cosponsored by Tlllamook County Solld Waste (¢ /)
For more info call the Tillamook Headlight Herald office
at 503-842-7535 or email headlightads@countrymedia.net -

serve important functions
is not a long-term solution.
Oregon’s transportation sys-
tem needs a long-term fix.”

In addition to the fund
redirections, the legislatively
adopted budget reduces
ODOT'’s authorized spending
levels by nearly $80 mil-
lion. These reductions build
on steps ODOT has already
taken in recent years to
control costs, including leav-
ing positions unfilled. Since
2019, the agency has reduced
spending by more than $500
million, and the current bud-
get already reflects more than
$200 million in reductions,
the release states.

ODOT currently has
about 700 vacant positions
statewide, representing
nearly 15% of the agency’s
workforce. More than 350 of
those vacancies resulted from
employees leaving the agency
during ongoing financial
uncertainty since July 2025.

Under the newly adopted
budget, Sumption said the
agency will continue to leave
more than 130 positions
unfilled. The department
expects to begin hiring for
critical vacancies immedi-
ately, which will help restore
staffing in key areas and
strengthen frontline teams
across the state, according to
the release.

ODOT budget, avoids layotfs

Courtesy photo from ODOT

ODOT employee Rob drives a grader and clears
a path through the snow, focused on the road

ahead.

“While this legislative
action stabilizes operations
for the remainder of the cur-
rent budget cycle, it does
not resolve the underlying
funding challenges facing
Oregon’s State Highway
Fund,” the release states.
“That fund supports not only

ODOT, but cities and coun-
ties across the state. The
current funding model is

not keeping pace with rising
costs and growing statewide
needs. Lawmakers have
stated they plan to revisit
transportation funding during
the 2027 legislative session.”
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950th Birthday of
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Saturday 9 am to 4 pm ® Sunday 11 am to 4 pm
at the Tillamook County Fairgrounds ]

DEATH NOTICES

Barbara “Bobbie” Joyce Strebe, age 83, of Dorena,
Oregon, passed away March 8, 2026. Ar-rangements
are in the care of Smith-Lund-Mills Funeral Chapel and

Crematorium.

Donna Kay Wheeler, 86, of Creswell, Oregon, passed
away on March 3rd, 2026. Arrangements are in the care of
Sunset Hills Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery.

Roy Wayne Hakanson, 67, of Eugene, Oregon, passed
away on March 2, 2026. Arrangements are in the care of
Sunset Hills Funeral Home, Crematorium & Cemetery

The FHower Basket
and Gijt “Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more™

Floral Arrangements

Boutique Clothing

Accessories

Jewelry
Balloons

Fine Gifts

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984

Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
119 South 6th Street » 541-942-0505
www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com
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COMMENTARY

Veto HB 4177

Sentinel Guest Column

We are asking Gov. Tina Kotek to veto HB
4177, an ill-advised measure approved by the
Oregon Legislature that undermines Oregon’s
long- revered Public Meetings Law.

A work group that proposed HB 4177
excluded media organizations that were
deeply embedded in the creation of our Public
Meetings Law in 1973 and in subsequent
amendments. Coming late to that table,
representatives of the Oregon Newspaper
Publishers Association were shocked to find
this warning from the Oregon Government
Ethics Commission:

“This exception would allow governing
body members to meet in private and/or com-
municate privately with each other, outside of
any public meeting, in order to gather infor-
mation. Much of the information gathering
that normally occurs in public meetings (work
sessions or executive sessions) could instead
be done privately ... with no meeting notice,
no minutes or recordings, and no news media
observers.”

Here are additional notes of caution from
OGEC, obtained through a public records
request:

“It should be noted at the outset that when-
ever a quorum of a governing body gathers
together, whether in public or private, that
quorum has the power to exercise govern-
ment authority and bind the government to
any decision. Even if that decision occurs in
private and in violation of the Public Meetings
Law, the action still binds the government.”

“It (HB 4177) is effectively rewriting the
Public Meetings Law in ways that create
much more ambiguity and inhibit enforce-
ment, and doing so in a short session without
any public involvement.”

HB 4177 contains significant legal and
political complications, and there is no emer-
gency needing immediate legislative action
without adequate attention to those problems.

Some portray HB 4177 as a measure simply
to clarify issues related to “serial communica-
tions,” which are ‘daisy-chain’ discussions
among members of a governing body allowing
deliberation without a meeting.

Instead, as testified by citizens, ONPA
and OGEC, HB 4177 actually expands per-
missions for serial communications while
allowing full-quorum gatherings of governing
bodies with “no meeting notice, no minutes or
recordings, and no news media observers.”

And of course, no citizen observers.

Enactment of HB 4177 would result in loss
of government transparency, and new confu-
sion for OGEC in its role of enforcing the
Public Meetings Law.

Ironically, it required a public records
request to uncover the depth of public harm
that would be imposed by enactment of HB
4177. Oregon’s two joined laws — Public
Records and Public Meetings — provide
the core rights of Oregon citizens to open
government.

The Public Meetings Law in ORS 192.620
states state policy unchanged since 1973:
“The Oregon form of government requires an
informed public aware of the deliberations and
decisions of governing bodies and the infor-
mation upon which such decisions were made.
It is the intent of ORS 192.610 to 192.690
that decisions of governing bodies be arrived
at openly.”

HB 4177 is a violation of that 56-year-old
open government policy.

We believe, in passing HB 4177 during a
short session, that the Oregon Legislature did
not have full access to legal analysis about its
consequences. This is precisely the time — par-
ticularly by a governor who has championed
open government through decades of Oregon
public service — for a balancing veto.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

Gov. Kotek, we offer our full support on
behalf of the Oregon public for your consider-
ation of a veto on HB 4177.
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When conservation becomes entertainment

BRIDGET NEWMAN
Cottage Grove Sentinel
Guest Column

My parents love to tell the
story about the time I pro-
tested going to the aquarium
when I was eight years old.

It was a sunny, warm
Chicago day, and my parents
and I were visiting for the
first time.

Friends, family, and count-
less “Top 10 Best Activities
in Chicago” lists all empha-
sized the need to visit the
Shedd Aquarium. So, like
many tourists before us, we
added it to our itinerary.

Standing in line, something
didn’t sit right with me. I
told my parents I wasn’t sure
animals were meant to live in
buildings. My parents and I
still recall my worries about
the animals’ unhappiness —
and more so, if our money
should support that.

“We discussed how people
do so to provide education
opportunities. Sometimes,
people only protect what they
know or have seen. Or at
least that’s what the zoos and
aquariums pitch,” my mom,

Jen Newman, said when I
asked her about that day
years later.

That conversation turned
into a discussion about the
difference between large,
for-profit animal amusement
parks and wildlife sanctuar-
ies or conservation-focused
preserves. While Shedd
Aquarium sparked my early
doubts, my questions were
not about one institution, but
about the broader systems
shaping how animals are used
for entertainment.

Now, that childhood
question feels more urgent,
especially here in Oregon.
The May 2025 closure of the
West Coast Game Park Safari
in Bandon brought renewed
scrutiny to how animals are
treated in privately owned
attractions. This case illus-
trates what can happen when
animal entertainment operates
without welfare standards and
public accountability. The
park shut down after investi-
gators took hold of more than
300 animals due to abuse and
neglect.

I’ve loved animals for as
long as I can remember, and I
hope few people intend to fund
cruelty — yet dollars can still
contribute to it. The difference
often comes down to aware-
ness: where we spend our
money directly shapes the kind
of animal welfare we support.

As one could imagine,
being trapped in an enclosure
just a couple sizes bigger
than yourself would probably
drive you insane. Animals are
no different.

Lori Marino, a neurosci-
entist and the president of
the Whale Sanctuary Project,
led a peer-reviewed paper
examining the harmful effects
of captivity on animals, spe-
cifically orcas. It showed that
captivity exposes animals to
chronic stress through dis-
rupted social bonds, limited
space, constant noise, lack
of control and environmental
monotony — all of which lead
to physical health problems
and mental distress.

Over time, the stress of
captivity wears down orcas’
bodies, and, according to the
Animal Welfare Institute, it

significantly shortens their
lifespans, with mortality rates
up to 2.5 times higher than
those of wild orcas. This
raises the question: Is your
30-minute experience seeing
a dolphin do a backflip worth
the animal’s trauma?

Many for-profit entertain-
ment corporations frame
captivity as conservation, but
their business models depend
on daily performances that
compromise animal health.
SeaWorld, for example, markets
orcas as “perfect ambassadors
for the ocean,” yet they perform
in small tanks that limit natural
behaviors. On the other hand,
conservation-focused alterna-
tives that prioritize care and
education do exist.

The Oregon Coast
Aquarium in Newport,
Oregon, centers its mission
on conservation, education
and animal rehabilitation. The
nonprofit institution partners
with researchers and wildlife
agencies to protect Oregon’s
coastal ecosystems and pro-
vide care for injured marine
animals with the goal of reha-
bilitation when possible.

Jim Burke, the Oregon
Coast Aquarium’s Director of
Animal Care, summed up the
difference between conserva-
tion-focused aquariums and
entertainment-driven corpora-
tions in one word: purpose.

“We’re here to improve
animal welfare, investigate
and forward conservation out-
comes,” he said. Funds from
the public’s ticket sales go
directly to animal care, veter-
inary medicine, conservation
projects, wildlife rehabilita-
tion, animal food and more.

“Education only works if
animal welfare comes first,”
Burke said. “It never comes
at the expense of an animal.”

The Oregon Coast
Aquarium is highly regulated,
with formal reviews of habi-
tats and exhibits conducted
monthly to quarterly.

Burke emphasized under-
standing as the foundation of
care: “You don’t care about
what you don’t understand,”
he said. “We’re a very large
advocate for the cleanliness
of the ocean, the animals
that inhabit the ocean and we

want to directly influence the
folks who come here to care.’

Rather than focusing on
entertainment-driven per-
formances, this aquarium
emphasizes ecosystem educa-
tion and environmental stew-
ardship. The aquarium says
its goal is to connect visitors
to the Oregon coast and
inspire ocean conservation.
Like my mom and Burke
both said, people want to pro-
tect things they know about.

But education cannot
come at the expense of wel-
fare. I was only eight years
old when I first questioned
whether animals belonged in
buildings, and what seemed
like a small moral doubt grew
into a clear understanding of
this large-scale issue. If we
truly care about animals, our
choices — the parks we visit
and the money we spend —
must reflect that commitment.
We can’t claim to love ani-
mals while funding systems
that harm them.

Bridget Newman is a
student journalist at the
University of Oregon in
Eugene.
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CLARIFICATION

The photo used in the Sentinel’s article
is actually a photo of an LTD service. SLW
was the contractor for that service, but never
owned it. Since this is an article about SLW,
the photo should be corrected.

The Sentinel has received the follow-
ing from the Lane Transit District’s Public
Information Officer Anni Katz concerning a
story published in the March 11 editions and
we want to set the record straight.

In the second to last paragraph, this line
“...transit officials are asking the community
to help spread the word, so neighbors know
transportation remains available” is mislead-
ing. It makes it sound as if without SLW,
there is no transit in South Lane County.

“Let us never negotiate
out of fear. But let us never

Having multiple transportation options in the
area allows providers to fill gaps, so it’s a
good thing SLW is debuting another service.
But, they’re not the only ones.

Previous Poll Results

Weekly Online Poll

Do you plan to vote in May to
repeal last year's state trans-

Have you completed your
state and federal income
tax returns yet?

100% - Yes 0% - No

portation funding package?

J Yes 1 No

fear to negotiate.”

John F. Kennedy
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School district launches community vision process

CINDY WEELDREYER
Cottage Grove Sentinel

South Lane School District
administrators have launched a dis-
trict wide community engagement
effort aimed at defining a shared
vision for student readiness, district
identity, and long term direction.

The initiative, called “Setting
the Two Anchors: Identity and
Purpose,” invites students, families,
staff, and community members to
help shape the foundational values
that will guide the district’s work
from early learning through high
school graduation.

Superintendent Todd Miller
introduced the effort in a 12 min-
ute video emailed on March 5 to
stakeholders inviting them to take
a survey designed to align the dis-
trict’s daily work with the “hopes
and dreams and words of our com-
munity and our students.”

“I couldn’t be more excited about
this process and what this means to
our community and our students,”
he said. “I need your help, your
input, your voice as we work toward
this new vision for South Lane.”

The district is asking the
community to participate in
a survey designed to iden-
tify two core elements:

* What skills and traits the com-
munity most values for its students,
and

* What makes South Lane unique
as a district and community.

Identity and Purpose will anchor
a long term alignment effort that
will shape curriculum, program-
ming, hiring, budgeting, extracur-
ricular offerings, and the district’s

approach to preparing students for
life after graduation.

A SHIFT FROM “ME” TO
((WE))

In the video, the Miller described
the work as a cultural shift toward
collective clarity. He said it is natu-
ral for individuals in a school sys-
tem to focus on their own roles and
responsibilities, but the district is
now asking the community to help
define a shared “we.”

“By gathering input from you,
we can see who we are collectively,
what we stand for and, as a com-
munity, what we want for our stu-
dents,” he said.

The district’s aim is to become
“an organization of true impact,”
he added, by ensuring that its iden-
tity informs its structures, and its
structures serve its purpose. When
expectations are clear and com-
monly understood, he said, students
are more likely to succeed.

DEFINING READINESS
FOR ALL STUDENTS

A major component of the initia-
tive is clarifying what “readiness”
means for South Lane graduates.
The Superintendent introduced a
framework known as the Four Keys
to College and Career Readiness:
Think, Act, Know, Go

The “Four Keys” model is not
new to Oregon. It was developed
by Dr. David T. Conley, a long-
time professor at the University of
Oregon College of Education and
founder of the university’s Center
for Educational Policy Research.
Conley’s research shaped national
conversations about what students
need to succeed after high school.
The model identifies the cognitive,

academic, behavioral, and transition
skills that help students thrive in
college, career training,

the workforce, and other post sec-
ondary pathways.

Miller emphasized that readiness
is broader than academics alone.
Skills such as compassion, collabo-
ration, creativity, perseverance, and
persistence are equally essential for
success in adulthood.

A well rounded approach, he
said, helps students recognize their
strengths, build self esteem, and
understand how their learning con-
nects to their future. It also ensures
that students who struggle in one
area still see themselves as capable
and valued.

BOARD LEADERSHIP
SUPPORTS THE EFFORT

Board Chair Bill Parsons told
The Sentinel he and his colleagues
strongly support the purpose of the
community engagement process.

“Board members are 100 percent
behind the ultimate goal of this
effort—to find commonality in how
all stakeholders view the direction
the school district should be mov-
ing,” Parsons said.

He said the district needs clearer
alignment between community
expectations and district goals.

“We need to determine what our
community expectations are for
our graduates and align our district
goals to meet those expectations,”
he said. “What’s lacking the most
right now is the end goal is not clear
to everyone. This vision process
provides us with an opportunity to
discover our commonality and cre-
ate greater unity on how our district
will be managed in the future.”

versatile &

intentional
thinking
patterns

skills and
techniques to
successfully
own & manage
learning

understanding
structures of
knowledge &
mindsets
e for learning

skills &
awareness to
navigate life's
pathways

Courtesy photo

A major component of the “Setting the Two Anchors: Iden-
tity and Purpose” initiative is clarifying what “readiness”
means for South Lane graduates.

Once survey responses are col-
lected, the district will compile the
data to identify common themes—
such as community, resilience, and
preparation—and develop a set of
traits and values that reflect South
Lane’s local character. Those traits
will then be used to guide district
decision making and create a consis-
tent language for student readiness
across all grade levels.

Miller said the process will ulti-
mately “rebrand who we are as a
district,” making it easier for fami-
lies, staff, and partners to under-
stand what South Lane stands for
and what it expects for its students.

“We as a school district are only
as good as our community, and our
community is only as good as our
schools,” he said. “We all share a
common goal: We want the best for
our students.”

The community survey is now
open, and district leaders are
encouraging broad participation as
they begin shaping the next chap-
ter of South Lane’s identity and
purpose.

Follow developments online
at cgsentinel.com and in the
Wednesday print editions of The
Sentinel.

Don
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His leadership extended
to Cottage Grove’s signature
summer festival, Bohemia
Mining Days. Williams
served two terms as president
of the BMD Board, each time
stepping in during critical
moments of transition that
ensured the survival of the

community’s annual summer
celebration.

From 1979 to 1984, he
chaired the BMD Committee
and led the festival’s move
from downtown to the
Chambers Mill site, now the
Hayden Homes subdivision.
His statewide promotion
of the 1980 Grand Miners
Parade made it the second
largest parade in Oregon
with 154 entries — a BMD
record that still stands. He
returned to the presidency in

2020 and guided the festival
through the two year COVID
19 pandemic, keeping the
event alive during one of the
most challenging periods in
its history.

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Across every role — mill
manager, civic volunteer,
county advisor, festival leader
and nonprofit convener —
Williams has demonstrated
steadiness, fairness and a

deep commitment to the com-
munity he and Jean called
home for more than 50 years.
His influence shows in the
organizations he strength-
ened, the leaders he mentored
and the civic traditions he
helped preserve.

As Don’s friends and col-
leagues prepare to celebrate
his 90th birthday, his legacy
stands in the projects he led
and the relationships he built.
His decades of service con-
tinue to shape the city’s civic

life, and the organizations he
supported remain stronger
because of his leadership.

CELEBRATION PARTY
The community hosts

a celebration honoring

Williams’ 90th birthday

from 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday,

March 25, in the Cottage

Grove Community Center

Reception Hall. The Cascade

Chorus Barbershop Quartet

is scheduled to perform from

4:30 to 5 p.m. and the cake
cutting to be held at 5 p.m.

Call or text 541.915.0113
to RSVP by Friday, March 20
for food planning purposes.

Williams is now a resident
of Magnolia Gardens Senior
Living. For those unable to
attend the celebration, he
invites friends and colleagues
to drop by for coffee and
conversation.

Who We Are is a frequent
Sentinel feature highlighting
the people in our community.

COMPLAINTS
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Councilors discussed two
possible approaches: reducing
the parking limit to 24 hours
or creating residential park-
ing zones that would require
permits. Staff cautioned that a
permit system would need to
be self supporting, with fees

1S/
Ul

covering both administration
and enforcement.

Mayor Candace Solesbee
voiced support for reducing
the limit to 24 hours, calling
it a reasonable starting point
to deter long term vehicle
habitation in residential
neighbor-hoods. She said
residents should not have to
clean up trash left behind by
people liv-ing in RVs and

expressed concern about
requiring homeowners to pay
for permits to park in front
of their own property. “It’s
a balancing act,” she said,
adding that a short term trial
could help the city under-
stand how the change plays
out.

Responding to a question
about allowing RVs to use
the parking lot next to the

ST. ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

1301 W. Main ¢ 541.767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
® “Scripture, Tradition, Reason”

All Welcome

CHURCH

Worship: Sunday 10:30am

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: James D. Boram

12th Street Dusk to Dawn
site, Chase said the city
already spends substantial
time manag-ing the same
10-12 individuals who camp
there. Expanding that respon-
sibility to RVs would require
staffing the site, monitoring
arrivals and departures, and
handling trash. “We can’t add
any more to our plate with
our current staffing and casel-
oads,” he said.

Councilors acknowledged
the frustration expressed by
residents. One noted that a
public commenter had said,
“If you guys can’t handle it,
I’ll handle it,” a statement he
found troubling. Chase said a
24 hour limit would at least
make violations easier for the
city’s community service offi-
cer to track from day to day.

City Manager Mike
Sauerwein said police and
public works staff are “pro-
foundly frus-trated” by the
ongoing challenges dealing
with unhoused individuals,
particularly those who repeat-
edly decline services that
could improve their situation.
He said a zonal parking plan
could be developed, but only
as a standalone program with
its own resources rather than
drawing from existing police
staffing.

Some councilors suggested
hybrid approaches, such as
limited time parking signs
with permits for longer stays.
Others cautioned that the city
already struggles to enforce
30 minute and two hour
zones downtown. “We need
to simplify it and say this
is what it is,” one councilor

said, adding that any policy
change will carry unintended
conse-quences.

Another councilor said
the city is “dealing with the
consequences of our own
actions,” noting that past
decisions about sanctioned
camps have shaped cur-
rent patterns. He expressed
concern about burdening
residents with permit require-
ments and ques-tioned how
the city could prevent people
from returning to the same
locations after moving their
vehicles. “We can’t infringe
on people’s liberties, the right
of movement, to travel,” he
said.

Several councilors said
they were not ready to make
a final decision. One coun-
cilor encouraged residents to
bring ideas to the next meet-
ing and discuss the possibility

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

of residential parking zones
with their neighbors. Another
councilor said he hesitated

to support a 24 hour limit
because he wanted a solution
that truly fixed the problem

~ but acknowledged that shorter
0 Bl IT . limits could at least reduce
trash accumulation.

COTTAGE GROVE:

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator
worldwide., |

Get whole-home L
power, automatically. " 1 ‘

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

6th and Quincy

541-942-2373

Pastor: John Westhafer
Sunday School and Adult
Education 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal
Tuesday 5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.
TLC Groups

tlecg.com

COTTAGE GROVE FAITH CENTER

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available
Services: 10:00am

.

DELIGHT VALLEY

Church of Christ

33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 ¢ Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

9am - Classic in the Chapel

10:30am - Contemporary in the Auditorium

NEXT STEPS

The council directed staff
to bring back a draft ordi-
nance reducing the parking
limit from 72 hours to 24
hours and to prepare a self
supporting zonal parking plan

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule
your free quote today!

Why Pre-Plan?

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

334 Washington 541-942-3033
Worship 10am
umcgrove.org

LIVING FAITH ASSEMBLY for fu-ture consideration.
467 S. 10th St. * 541.942-2612 CRESWELL: | " ot

Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a Pre-Planning makes matters easier for those IN OTHER NCIL
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all ages CRESWELL PRESBYTERIAN ) COUNC
welcome) CHURCH you love. BUSINESS

Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades) A scheduled vote to adopt
a supplemental budget allow-
ing the city to borrow from
en-terprise funds to balance
the current year’s budget by
June 30 was removed from
the agenda and will return at
a future meeting.

The Council also approved
a zone change for property at
78064 S. 6th Street, shifting
its designation from county to
city zoning.

75 S 4th S ¢ 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

Pre-Planning allows you to provide guidance

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP to your family after your death.

AND ST. PHILIP BENIZI CATHOLIC
CHURCHES

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday - 10:30 am

For weekday and Holy Day of Obligation
schedule see website OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM Saturdays or by
appointment

St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8 am

Pre-Planning allows you to control potential

RN URCH & expenses of a funeral and disposition.

CEMETERY

32904 England Rd, Creswell, OR
(541) 649-1800

Pastor: Randy Wood

Sunday Service at 11:00 AM
Everyone is welcome!

Follow us on our Facebook page:
WalkerChurchOregon

Pre-Planning provides an advanced
opportunity to assemble life data.

Omith:Lund -ONil

FUNERAL CHAPEL » CREMATORIUM
People you know, people you trust ="

(541) 942-0185
123 S. 7th St., Cottage Grove

\Visit smithlundmills.com for more information

-

Follow developments
online at cgsentinel.com and
. in the Wednesday print edi-
tions of The Sentinel.

If your congregation would like to be a part of
this worship directory, contact us today!
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LADD CONSTRUCTION,
LLC

New or remodel, decks, sid-
ing, windows, doors, shops,
fences. 541-913-1541

ccb# 239015

150

Misc Services

Audien Hearing. The world’s
first hearing aid with touch-
screen controls. No tiny but-
tons, apps or prescriptions. 45-
day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5
million happy customers. Call
Audien 1-844-387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV, sports
and local channels. 99% signal
reliability! CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (W/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees! Some

restrictions apply. Call VS
1-855-602-2009.
DIVORCE $130. Complete

preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property and
bills division. No court appear-
ances. Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com lega-
lalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-866-695-9265
today!

Get a break on your taxes! Do-
nate your car, truck, or SUV
to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup and secure
a generous tax credit for 2025.
Call Heritage for the Blind Today
at 1-844-533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The Latest
iPhone Every Year On Us! 844-
955-3417.

Get DISH Satellite TV + Inter-
net! Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand
Movies, Plus Limited Time Up
To $600 In Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath or
shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL
installation costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer. (Offer ends
12/27/26.) Call 1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guaran-
tee and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your entire

order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off. Limit-
ed time only. Restrictions apply,
see representative for warranty
and offer details.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit!
Call 855-839-0752.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-877-557-1912 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCl Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Qual-
ity materials & professional
installation. Senior & Military
Discounts Available. Call Today!
1-844-847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with
no hoops, haggles or head-
aches. Sell your car to Peddle.
Easy three step process. In-
stant offer. Free pickup. Fast
payment. Call 1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-
249-8679.

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guid-
ed tours available. Affordable,
social and stress-free travel
designed for mature travelers.
Our tours include accommoda-
tions, transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance
fees, a professional Tour Di-
rector and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all
tours. Call YMT today. 1-866-
335-3689.\

999
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CGS26-114 The Towers, LLC
proposes to build a 199-foot
monopole telecommunications
tower at the approx. vicinity of
77329 McDole Road, Cottage
Grove, Lane County, OR 97424
(lat:43-45-15.2; long:-123-5-
14.5). Public comments regard-
ing potential effects from this
site on historic properties may
be submitted within 30 days
from the date of this publication
to: Trileaf Corp., Taylor Black-
bourn, t.blackbourn@trileaf.
com, 2121 W Chandler Blvd,
Suite 108, Chandler, AZ 85224,
(480) 850-0575. 3/18/26 CNS-
4019614# COTTAGE GROVE
SENTINEL

CGS26-106 TRUSTEE'S NO-
TICE OF SALE TS No.: 187462
APN: 1803533 Reference is
made to that certain deed made
by DAVID A. KINDT AND DEB-
RA L. KINDT AND TIFFANY N.
KINDT, NOT AS TENANTS IN
COMMON, BUT WITH THE
RIGHTS OF SURVIVORSHIP
as Grantor to FIDELITY NA-
TIONAL TITLE COMPANY OF
OREGON, as Trustee, in favor
of Mortgage Electronic Regis-
tration Systems, Inc. as desig-
nated nominee for CMG MORT-
GAGE INC., DBA CMG
FINANCIAL as Beneficiary, dat-
ed 07/28/2023, recorded
07/28/2023, in the official re-
cords of Lane County, Oregon
as Instrument No. 2023-021845
in Book xx, Page xx covering
the following described real
property situated in said County
and State, to wit: See attached
Exhibit A Commonly known as:
2011 W 14th Place, Eugene,
OR 97402 The current benefi-
ciary is Rocket Mortgage, LLC
f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC pur-
suant to assignment of deed of
trust recorded on 07/11/2025 as
Inst No. 2025-021286 in the re-
cords of Lane, Oregon. The
beneficiary has elected and di-
rected successor trustee to sell
the said real property to satisfy
the obligations secured by said
trust deed and notice has been
recorded pursuant to Section
86.752(3) of Oregon Revised
Statutes: the default for which
the foreclosure is made is the
grantor’s failure to: Make the
monthly payments commencing
with the payment due on
04/01/2025 and continuing each
month until this trust deed is re-
instated or goes to trustee’s
sale; plus a late charge on each
installment not paid within fif-
teen days following the pay-
ment due date; trustee’s fees
and other costs and expenses
associated with this foreclosure
and any further breach of any
term or condition contained in
subject note and deed of trust.
1. By the reason of said default
the beneficiary has declared all
obligations secured by said
deed of trust immediately due
and payable, said sums being
the following, to wit: Principal
balance in the amount of:
$172,128.04; 2. Interest through
11/30/2025 in the amount of:
$9,471.56 3. MIP/PMI Advanc-
es in the amount of: $265.12 4.
Recoverable balance in the
amount of: $2,836.25 5. Late
Charges in the amount of: $0.00
6. Total Fees in the amount of:
$122.00 7. Escrow Advances in
the amount of: $1,658.83 8. To-
gether with the interest thereon
at the rate 7.3750000% per an-
num until paid; plus all accrued
late charges thereon; and all
trustee’s fees, foreclosure costs
and any sums advanced by the
beneficiary pursuant to the
terms of said deed of trust. The
principal sum of $172,128.04
together with the interest there-
on at the rate 7.3750000% per

annum from 03/01/2025 until
paid; plus all accrued late
charges thereon; and all trust-
ee’s fees, foreclosure costs and
any sums advanced by the ben-
eficiary pursuant to the terms of
said deed of trust. Whereof, no-
tice hereby is given that the un-
dersigned trustee will on
04/08/2026 at the hour of 1:00
PM, Standard of Time, as estab-
lished by Section 187.110, Ore-
gon Revised Statutes, at the
front entrance of the Court-
house, Lane County Court-
house, 125 East 8th Avenue,
Eugene, OR 97401, County of
Lane, State of Oregon, sell at
public auction to the highest
bidder for cash the interest in
the said described real property
which the grantor had or had
power to convey at the time of
the execution by him of the said
trust deed, together with any in-
terest which the grantor or his
successors in interest acquired
after the execution of said trust
deed, to satisfy the foregoing
obligations thereby secured
(and the costs and expenses of
sale, including a reasonable
charge by the trustee). Notice is
further given that any person
named in Section 86.778 of Or-
egon Revised Statutes; has the
right to have the foreclosure

proceeding dismissed and the
trust deed reinstated by pay-
ment to the beneficiary of the
entire amount then due (other
than such portion of said princi-
pal as would not then be due
had no default occurred), to-
gether with the costs, trustee’s
and attorney’s fees and curing
any other default complained of
in the Notice of Default by ten-
dering the performance re-
quired under the obligation or
trust deed, at any time prior to
five days before the date last
set for the sale. In construing
this, the masculine gender in-
cludes the feminine and the
successor in interest to the
grantor as well as any other per-
son owing obligation, the perfor-
mance of which is secured by
said trust deed; the words “trust-
ee” and “beneficiary” include
their respective successors in
interest, if any. Pursuant to Or-
egon Law, this sale will not be
deemed final until the Trustee’s
deed has been issued by Prime
Recon LLC. If any irregularities
are discovered within 10 days of
the date of this sale, the trustee
will rescind the sale, return the
buyer’s money and take further
action as necessary. If the sale
is set aside for any reason, in-
cluding if the trustee is unable to

convey title, the Purchaser af
the sale shall be entitled only tc
a return of the monies paid tc
the Trustee. This shall be the
Purchaser’s sole and exclusive
remedy. The purchaser shall
have no further recourse
against the Trustor, the Trustee,
the Beneficiary, the Beneficia-
ry’s Agent, or the Beneficiary’s
Attorney. Also, please be ad-
vised that pursuant to the terms
stated on the Deed of Trust and
Note, the beneficiary is allowed
to conduct property inspections
while there is a default. This
shall serve as notice that the
beneficiary shall be conducting
property inspections on the ref-
erenced property. Without limit-
ing the trustee’s disclaimer of
representations or warranties,
Oregon law requires the trustee
to state in this notice that some
residential property sold at a
trustee’s sale may have been
used in manufacturing metham-
phetamines, the chemical com-
ponents of which are known tc
be toxic. Prospective purchas-
ers of residential property
should be aware of this poten-
tial danger before deciding tc
place a bid for this property af
the trustee’s sale. NOTICE TO
RESIDENTIAL TENANTS The
property in which you are living

COTTAGE GROVE

GMC ¢ Chervolet * Chevy Trucke
SALES & SERVICE
2775 Row River Rd * 541-942-4415

ALLERY OF SERVICE

AEAL ESTATE

ATING & A/C

Available NOW for inspection and abatement of:
« Asbestos « LEAD Base Paint - Mold
Residential & Commercial

- Asbestos « LEAD « Mold

Serving the
@
Abatement & Inspections

Willamette Valley
for over 30 Years.
(541) 995-6008 - atez@atezinc.com - CCB#64090

Free Estimates

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Residential & Commercial .t.r,mn'

541-942-8577

ALPINE

CCB#193586.

Heating & Air Conditioning

SHELLY D INSURANCE, INC.

HEALTH . LIFE . MEDICARE
LONGTERM CARE

541-942-3191

Shally Dermant - indapandant Apens
Over 30 Years Experience

SUSAN BENNETT

Real Estate Broker

(541) 743-1331

Eugene Track Town Realtors LLC
250 Oakway Center. Eugene 97401

Building stronger communities
through home ownership.

TO ADVERTISE
IN THIS

SERVICE
GUIDE CALL
541-649-1616

TY MANAGEMENT

i

Realty

REAL ESTATE - PROPERTY MGMT

WWW.JIMDOWNINGREALTY.COWM
Property Management Specialists
Honesty - Reliability - Integrity
Jim Downing, GRI - Principal Broker
downingjim@live.com « Cell: 541-953-0325

Luke Whitten, Broker
wekul@live.com « Cell: 541-556-6899

Off: 541-942-6077 « Fax: 541-942-3496
616 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

FOUNTAIN (BUTTERS uc

Quality Service & Installation «
Seamless 5" K-Style «
Free Estimates « Gutter Protection Systems

Repairs
Pre-painted Steel « Colors

541-729-9515

Licensed « Bonded ¢ Insured « CCB# 169540

Blais]

A D
noRTHWEs O

Family owned and operated for over 40 years!

541-689-3151 1-800-643-3340 WWW.nolnorthwest.com

Licensed -Bonded —Insured « ccb #107081
Free Estimates —Transferable Warranties
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is in foreclosure. A foreclosure
sale is scheduled for 04/08/2026
(date). The date of this sale may
be postponed. Unless the lend-
er that is foreclosing on this
property is paid before the sale
date, the foreclosure will go
through and someone new will
own this property. After the sale,
the new owner is required to
provide you with contact infor-
mation and notice that the sale
took place. The following infor-
mation applies to you only if you
are a bona fide tenant occupy-
ing and renting this property as
a residential dwelling under a
legitimate rental agreement.
The information does not apply
to you if you own this property
or if you are not a bona fide
residential tenant. If the foreclo-
sure sale goes through, the new
owner will have the right to re-
quire you to move out. Before
the new owner can require you
to move, the new owner must
provide you with written notice
that specifies the date by which
you must move out. If you do
not leave before the move-out
date, the new owner can have
the sheriff remove you from the
property after a court hearing.
You will receive notice of the
court hearing. PROTECTION
FROM EVICTION IF YOU ARE

A BONA FIDE TENANT OCCU-
PYING AND RENTING THIS
PROPERTY AS A RESIDEN-
TIAL DWELLING, YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE
LIVING IN THIS PROPERTY
AFTER THE FORECLOSURE
SALE FOR: 60 DAYS FROM
THE DATE YOU ARE GIVEN A
WRITTEN TERMINATION NO-
TICE, IF YOU HAVE A FIXED
TERM LEASE; OR AT LEAST
30 DAYS FROM THE DATE
YOU ARE GIVEN A WRITTEN
TERMINATION NOTICE, IF
YOU HAVE A MONTH-TO-
MONTH OR WEEK-TO-WEEK
RENTAL AGREEMENT. If the
new owner wants to move in
and use this property as a pri-
mary residence, the new owner
can give you written notice and
require you to move out after 30
days, even though you have a
fixed term lease with more than
30 days left. You must be pro-
vided with at least 30 days’ writ-
ten notice after the foreclosure
sale before you can be required
to move. A bona fide tenant is a
residential tenant who is not the
borrower (property owner) or a
child, spouse or parent of the
borrower, and whose rental
agreement: Is the result of an
arm’s-length transaction; Re-
quires the payment of rent that

is not substantially less than fair
market rent for the property, un-
less the rent is reduced or sub-
sidized due to a federal, state or
local subsidy; and Was entered
into prior to the date of the fore-
closure sale. ABOUT YOUR
TENANCY BETWEEN NOW
AND THE FORECLOSURE
SALE: RENT YOU SHOULD
CONTINUE TO PAY RENT TO
YOUR LANDLORD UNTIL THE
PROPERTY IS SOLD OR UN-
TIL A COURT TELLS YOU
OTHERWISE. IF YOU DO NOT
PAY RENT, YOU CAN BE
EVICTED. BE SURE TO KEEP
PROOF OF ANY PAYMENTS
YOU MAKE. SECURITY DE-
POSIT You may apply your se-
curity deposit and any rent you
paid in advance against the cur-
rent rent you owe your landlord
as provided in ORS 90.367. To
do this, you must notify your
landlord in writing that you want
to subtract the amount of your
security deposit or prepaid rent
from your rent payment. You
may do this only for the rent you
owe your current landlord. If you
do this, you must do so before
the foreclosure sale. The busi-
ness or individual who buys this
property at the foreclosure sale
is not responsible to you for any
deposit or prepaid rent you paid

to your landlord. ABOUT YOUR
TENANCY AFTER THE FORE-
CLOSURE SALE The new own-
er that buys this property at the
foreclosure sale may be willing
to allow you to stay as a tenant
instead of requiring you to move
out after 30 or 60 days. After the
sale, you should receive a writ-
ten notice informing you that the
sale took place and giving you
the new owner’s name and con-
tact information. You should
contact the new owner if you
would like to stay. If the new
owner accepts rent from you,
signs a new residential rental
agreement with you or does not
notify you in writing within 30
days after the date of the fore-
closure sale that you must move
out, the new owner becomes
your new landlord and must
maintain the property. Other-
wise: You do not owe rent; The
new owner is not your landlord
and is not responsible for main-
taining the property on your be-
half; and You must move out by
the date the new owner speci-
fies in a notice to you. The new
owner may offer to pay your
moving expenses and any other
costs or amounts you and the
new owner agree on in ex-
change for your agreement to
leave the premises in less than

30 or 60 days. You should
speak with a lawyer to fully un-
derstand your rights before
making any decisions regarding
your tenancy. IT IS UNLAWFUL
FOR ANY PERSON TO TRY
TO FORCE YOU TO LEAVE
YOUR DWELLING UNIT WITH-
OUT FIRST GIVING YOU
WRITTEN NOTICE AND GO-
ING TO COURT TO EVICT
YOU. FOR MORE INFORMA-
TION ABOUT YOUR RIGHTS,
YOU SHOULD CONSULT A
LAWYER. If you believe you
need legal assistance, contact
the Oregon State Bar and ask
for the lawyer referral service.
Contact information for the Ore-
gon State Bar is included with
this notice. If you do not have
enough money to pay a lawyer
and are otherwise eligible, you
may be able to receive legal as-
sistance for free. Information
about whom to contact for free
legal assistance is included with
this notice. OREGON STATE
BAR, 16037 S.W. Upper
Boones Ferry Road, Tigard Or-
egon 97224, Phone (503) 620-
0222, Toll-free 1-800-452-8260
Website: http://www.oregon-
lawhelp.org The Fair Debt Col-
lection Practices Act requires
that we state the following: this
is an attempt to collect, and any

Oregon lawmakers proposed hundreds of

bills 1n the short session - Many failed to pass

SHAANTH NANGUNERI
Oregon Capital Chronicle |

Oregon lawmakers proposed
hundreds of bills in the packed,
five-week-long legislative ses-
sion that wrapped on Friday,
March 6, including dozens that
failed to cross the finish line.

Many of the dead bills
broadly directed state agencies to
study specific issues. And some
Republican-led proposals gained
little traction among the legisla-
ture’s Democratic majority.

Multiple ambitious bills were
watered down, some were gutted
and left largely hollow or stuffed
with new legislation, and others
failed to move out of committees
entirely. Advocates and lawmak-
ers behind some high profile pol-
icy proposals that didn’t advance
are vowing to reintroduce them
in the longer legislative session
next year or another future ses-
sion. In the meantime, here’s a
look at some of the noteworthy
bills that didn’t make it this year.

Immigration

Oregon lawmakers opened
the session with a promise to
challenge the Trump administra-
tion’s aggressive immigration
crackdown. But not all of their
efforts managed to clear both
chambers and head to Gov. Tina
Kotek’s desk.

Senate Bill 1563 would have
empowered Oregonians to sue
law enforcement agents who vio-
late their rights under the Oregon
Constitution. A similar measure
in Illinois is being challenged by
the Trump administration in fed-
eral court. Though Oregon’s bill
didn’t pass, lawmakers did clear
legislation that allows people
to sue individuals who enter
their property, including medical
facilities or buildings, without a
warrant signed by a judge.

One effort that would have
allowed Kotek to withhold state
payments to the Trump adminis-
tration if the federal government
failed to disburse court-ordered
funds to the state failed to pass.
Though House Bill 4143 cleared
the House, the measure stalled in
the Oregon Senate. Another bill
that would have required con-
tractors hired by state agencies,
as well as state grant recipients,
to promise they would not con-
duct transportation operations for
federal deportation efforts died
in the House.

Lawmakers also allowed a
ballot-referral bill to die that
would have asked Oregonians
in the November 2026 election
to ban “secret police.” Instead,
they opted to pass House Bill
4138 which would allow people
to sue law enforcement agen-
cies who fail to comply with a
newly passed bill prohibiting
all law enforcement officers
from wearing masks in most
circumstances. Democrats say
the measure has a greater chance
of standing up in court given that
it doesn’t discriminate against
federal officers.

Senate Majority Leader Kayse
Jama, D-Portland, told reporters
on Friday that lawmakers would
continue to strategize about how
to further protect immigrants and
refugees in the state. He sug-
gested they would come back
in the 2027 session with more
responsive proposals.

“The reality is that we don’t
know what the next year, next
month, next week, is going to
look like in terms of the Trump
administration’s attacks on the
immigrant, refugee community,”
he said.

Education and economy
Among the most ambitious
proposals to die an early death
was Senate Bill 1555, an attempt
to overhaul the methodology used

to figure out how much money
the state sends to Oregon’s
schools every two years. The
effort led by Democrats did not
have the buy-in of membership
from both parties, who worried it
was too much to take on during a
short session.

Republicans also offered
some education proposals that
failed to move forward, includ-
ing a bill from Sen. Christine
Drazan, R-Canby, that would
have allowed teachers to remove
disruptive students from their
classrooms and required students
be held back if they couldn’t
demonstrate grade-level profi-
ciency in core subjects by third
grade. Another Republican bill
would have required the state to
replicate recent federal tax code
changes that allow individuals
to write off a portion of private
school tuition from their federal
income taxes.

A proposal to reallocate a
portion of the Oregon “kicker”
tax refund to the state school
fund didn’t make it far. Nor did
another proposal to send the
kicker to the state’s general fund.
Another bill to raise the baseline
estate tax threshold on dead
Oregonians’ assets from $1 mil-
lion to $2.5 million passed the
Senate with bipartisan support,
but died in the House after a
public hearing.

And a bill spearheaded by a
progressive Portland lawmaker
seeking to revive a 2025 pro-
posal to mandate Google and
large tech companies pay dam-
ages to local news outlets for
the content the tech companies
aggregate at no cost died for
the second year in a row. Sen.
Khanh Pham signaled that her
proposal, which also involves the
creation of a Civic Information
Consortium partially funded with
the damages payments, is likely
to be reintroduced in 2027.

Public health

Sen. Lisa Reynolds, a
pediatrician and Democrat from
Portland, was behind many of
the session’s biggest public
health proposals.

She was successful in pushing
legislation to guarantee vaccine
access, but faced significant
pushback on a bill to limit the
amount of THC allowed in mari-
juana edibles sold in Oregon.
Reynolds blamed it on lobbying
from marijuana industry groups.

Reynolds also unexpectedly
found herself as the face of the
opposition to a bipartisan bill
introduced by Drazan that would
have blocked public health and
harm reduction groups from
handing out free hypodermic
needles and syringes to drug
users within 2,000 feet of
schools or child care centers.
Republicans tried and failed to
force a vote on it in the Senate
after it faltered in the Senate
Committee on Early Childhood
and Behavioral Health.

Reynolds, who chairs the
committee, wrote in her news-
letter that she shared the bill
authors’ concerns about needles
near schools, but that she would
be convening county and city
leadership to find a solution.

“The bill in question would
have essentially banned harm
reduction in our state, a move that
health experts know can put so
many people at risk,” she wrote.

Abill to beef up Measure
114’s permit-to-purchase process
for guns in Oregon that was
passed by voters in 2022 was
gutted after stiff opposition from
Republicans in the Senate who
were ready to walk out over it.
Lawmakers opted instead to strip
down the bill and solely focus on
delaying implementation of the
2022 gun law until 2028. The
move highlighted the delicate
balancing act Democratic leader-
ship faced in pushing through

Credit union offers

SELCO Community Credit
Union is accepting applications
through Tuesday, March 31, for
nearly $80,000 in SELCO Steps
Up scholarships.

Since opening the applica-
tion process in early February,
SELCO has seen strong interest
across the eligibility spectrum,
including traditional, nontradi-
tional, vocational, and continu-
ing-education students. However,
aspiring students are still encour-
aged to apply, as there is ample
opportunity to receive support.

SELCO will award 20 schol-
arships of $3,500, and one Lane
County student will receive
the $7,500 Richard Metzler
Opportunity Scholarship. The
Metzler scholarship is awarded
annually to a student who has
demonstrated excellence in
education, leadership, or civic
responsibility despite adversity
or a lack of opportunity. Eligible
students for both scholarships
include high school seniors
planning to attend an accredited
two- or four-year college, as well
as vocational, continuing, and
nontraditional students. Graduate
students are not eligible.

Part of the SELCO Steps Up
philanthropy initiative that the
credit union launched in 2024,
SELCO’s scholarship program
aims to address the cost of
school, which is the most often-
cited barrier for those who aspire
to attend college. SELCO’s
scholarships can also be used for

any educational-related expense,
so they are uniquely suited
to helping students meet the
demands of rising costs.

To qualify, applicants must:

student scholarships

¢ Plan to attend a vocational
school or an accredited two- or
four-year college/university.

¢ Be a SELCO member or an
immediate family member of a

SELCO member. SELCO mem-
bership is open to anyone who
lives or works in one of the 27
Oregon counties SELCO serves.
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information obtained will be
used for that purpose. If a dis:
charge has been obtained by
any party through bankruptcy
proceedings: This shall not be
construed to be an attempt tc
collect the outstanding indebt:
edness or hold you personally
liable for the debt. This letter is
intended to exercise the note
holders right's against the rea
property only. NOTICE TO VET-
ERANS If the recipient of this
notice is a veteran of the armec
forces, assistance may be avail-
able from a county veterans
service officer or community ac
tion agency. Contact informa:
tion for a service officer appoint:
ed for the county in which you
live and contact information fol
a community action agency tha:
serves the area where you live
may be obtained by calling ¢
2-1-1 information service. Dat:
ed: 11/18/2025 Prime Recor
LLC By: Carmen Robinson, Au-
thorized Signer Prime Recor
LLC 27368 Via Industria, Ste
201Temecula, CA 92590 Phone
number for the Trustee: (888
725-4142 A-485862¢
02/25/2026, 03/04/2026
03/11/2026, 03/18/2026

Fast Fact

Dozens of proposals
meant to address issues
such as immigration,
public health, edu-cation
and economic issues died
in committees lacking
support, time or both.

Julia Shumway / Oregon Capital Chronicle
Lawmakers meet in the Rotunda of the State
Capitol in Salem on Friday, March 6, 2026 follow-
ing the end of the 2026 legislative session. Julia
Shumway / Oregon Capital Chronicle

their priorities on a shorter time
frame.

Lift Every Voice Oregon,
the coalition of advocates who
brought the gun measure to
Oregon voters in 2022, said in
a statement they “know that
change can take a long time.”

They continued, “It has been
too long already. But we will
persevere.”

Governance

Lawmakers not for the first
time attempted to take up an
issue that has historically divided
members on both sides of the
aisle: bill limits. House Bill 4002
was another attempt by House
Speaker Julie Fahey to limit
lawmakers to no more than 25
proposals each during a long leg-
islative session, and the governor
and state agencies to no more
than 200 combined aside from
budgeting bills.

The proposal died in the
House Rules Committee in the
wake of heated opposition within
and outside the Democratic
Caucus. Rep. Paul Evans,
D-Monmouth, resigned from
his position as assistant major-
ity leader over it, and it never
received a committee vote after
one public hearing.

House Majority Leader Ben
Bowman, D-Tigard, told reporters
on Friday, March 6, there is a “gen-
uine effort” to support bill limits.

https:/loregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2026/03/09/oregon-lawmak-
ers-proposed-hundreds-of-bills-
in-the-short-session-many-failed-
to-pass

Oregon Capital Chronicle
is part of States Newsroom, a
network of news bureaus sup-
ported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains editorial
independence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for questions: info@
oregoncapitalchronicle.com.

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible £ | =
and the proceeds help provide services to -

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

Call 1-844-533-9173

Get A Vision Screening Annually

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

(‘r Herltage

or heBlind

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

BATH COMEEFTR
AUTHORIZED
DEALER 4

Cow (844) 847-9778

1,500 OFF

*Incudes lbor and product, bthtub, shower or walkin tub and wollsuround. This
promofion camnot be combined with any other offer. Other restictions may apply.
This offer expres 3/30/26. Each dealerhip is independently owned and opered.
*“Thrd pory fnancing s available for those customers who qualfy/Paripating
dealers only. S yourdealer for detils. ©2026 Bath Concepts Industies.

PLUS

ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments
financing for 12 Months*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/30/2026

9% OFF

Any service with coupon

Schedule your appointment Today!
Not Valid on any service Exceeding 5100 l

Not valid with any other offer.
N our People Really Make The Difference! i

COTTAGE GROVE

541-942-3415+ 2775 Row River Road * bradschevy.com



	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_001_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_002_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_003_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_004_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_005_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_006_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_007_00_01_CC
	ALB_CTGR_031526_01_A_008_00_01_CC

